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CHAPTER

Laosht hé Xuéshéng

(Teacher and Students)

A: Wo xing Ding, wode mingzi jiao Ding Y1.

Pinyin Text

(A—Ding Y1, B—Wang Er, C—Zhang San)
A:
B:

Ninhao, nin guixing?
Wb xing Wang, jiao Wang Er. Wo shi
laoshi. Ni xing shénme?

W6 shi xuéshéng.

2 ) il J30shi

Fa hé

i Lk xuéshéng
ps nin

*F hao

R ( ;ﬁ}) *F ni(nin)hdo
3 H gui
’E"ﬁi ,%'ﬁi guixing
%‘Q wo

53 xing

e Wang

| jiao

— er

e shi

English Translation
(A—Ding Yi, B—Wang Er, C—Zhang San)
A: Hello, what is your honorable surname?

B: My surname is Wang. I am called Wang Er.
I am a teacher. What is your last name?

A: My last name is Ding and my full name is
Ding Yi. I am a student.

n. teacher

conj. and

n. student

pron. honorific form of singular you
adj. good

greeting hello

adj. honorable

n./v. honorable surname (is)

pron. I; me

n./v. last name; have the last name of ...
n. last name Wang

V. to be called

num. two (used when counting; here

used as a name)

V. to be (any form of “to be”)

10
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F—iR A
(A—T—, B—i=, C—#2)
A, S
B: #ME, »I=. KEXIF, it ?

AT RMET, BRHLFT—, REFA,

1% ni pron. you (singular)

H 4 A B shénme pron. what

T Ding n. last name Ding

é&i‘ 9 wode pron. my; mine

g -3"”— mingzi n. name

= y1 num. one (here used as a name)
1
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: Ta shi shéi? Ta jiao shénme mingzi?
: Ta shi Zhang San.

o sk sk ook sk skock ok skok

: Nihdo, Zhang San. W0 shi Ding Y1 de ldoshi.

Ni yéshi xuéshéng ma?

: Ding Y1 shi xuéshéng, wo yéshi xuésheng,
woOmen doushi xuésheng.

: Ni shi Zhongguo xuéshéng haishi Méiguo
xuéshéng?

: WO bushi Zhongguo xuésheng, y¢ bushi
Mg¢igud xuéshéng. Wo shi Ribén rén, wo shi
Ribén xuéshéng.

e ta
EiE: shéi
Zhang

san

B E MR
B

EXiN e

B:

Who is he? What is his name?

A: He is Zhang San.

B:

C:

pron.

pron.

num.
adv.

part.

pron.

12

st ste sie sfe sfe skeskeoskeoskoskeok

(Talking to Zhang San) Hello, Zhang San. |
am Ding Yi’s teacher. Are you also a student?

Ding Yi is a student. [ am also a student. We
are both students.

: Are you a Chinese student or an American

student?

: I am neither a Chinese student nor an Ameri-

can student. [ am Japanese. | am a Japanese
student.

He, him

who

last name Zhang

three (here used as a name)
also, too

end of sentence particle to
indicate a yes/no question

we, us
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Bt g2t LF?

Al RIKR=,

kookokok kok kok ok k

B: k47, K=, ZRET—MEIF, R&
C:T—R%4A, RLTFA, HRMNFLF
B:h2AFPEFALZERFAE?
C

A A P
&

(e}

R ARAPESFAE LARZERFAE, KADAA, KLA AR

4
F

\=4

%

* H

A A

I
_?—

£,

dou
U]? B Zhongguo
iZ e haishi
£ Mgigud
bu
Ribén
rén

adv.

conj.

adv.

13

both; all
China

or (used only in selective
questions)

United States
(negation) no, not

Japan

person, people
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1&7% Grammar Notes

1. Singular Pronouns

There are three singular pronouns used for people in Lesson 1: 5}%& (I, me), R (you), and e (he,
him). Chinese pronouns do not change forms as their English counterparts do. For example, he
and him are both represented by . In Chinese, whether a pronoun serves as subject or object in a
sentence, there is only one form.

2. Verb & (to be)

All Chinese verbs are tenseless and do not conjugate when combined with different subjects. The
tenses are indicated by time words or grammatical particles in a sentence. In the case of P (to be),
whether the subject is first person | 3}‘&, second person you & , or third person he 1”@, or singular or
plural, and whether the verb is in past tense, present tense, or future tense, one does not need to use
varied forms as in English (am, is, are, was, were, will be, etc.). In Chinese, the verb form does not
change at all.

3. Word Order of Sentence

The basic word order of a sentence in Chinese is the same as that in English:

Subject + verb + object
P e N

Ta shi xuéshéng.

He is a student.

4. Greetings

A% 4F or its honorific form f&4F is an equivalent to English “hello,” or “hi.” It is an all-purpose
salutation. It is an exchanged greeting, so both parties say the same words. RAF g , similar to
English “How are you?,” is formulaic. The answer usually is % 5 (haihao, I'm okay) or ARAT
(hénhao, good).

5. Question Words: i (who, whom); 1+ 4 (what)

The word order of questions using a question word is the same as the basic sentence order for
a statement, with the question word taking the same position that the answer should take in the

14
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sentence. Thus, the word order for the question is the same as that for the answer. This is different
from the word order for questions in English.

Question: o i%ﬁ{'? Ta shi shéi? Who is he?

Answer: T —, Ta shi Ding Y1. He is Ding Yi.

Question: A 7?7 Ta xing shénme? What is his surname?
Answer: R4t T, Ta xing Ding. He has the surname Ding.

6. Expression of One’s Name: 44, 544, and ™

4% can be used as a noun (surname) and a verb (have the surname of).
U has several meanings, including “honorable” and “expensive.” T 'ﬁi, literally “honorable
surname,” is a polite way to ask for another’s surname and is used only in the second person.

B4 ? N guixing?  What is your honorable surname?

When answering this question, one should say simply Rk, -
Never say &'ﬁ%‘ﬁi *** (My honorable surname is ... ).
% is used to express one’s surname, and ™ (call or be called) is used to express one’s given (or
first) name or full name. The following pattern is used:
Subject ™| X.

Subject is called X.
Rk T, W™ T—,
Ta xing Ding, ta jiao Ding Y1.
He has the surname Ding and is called Ding Yi.

7. Minor Sentences

When the subject is understood in context, it can be omitted. Such sentences are called minor
sentences. For example, in the sentence T —, the subject “he” is dropped because in this
context it is very clear that this sentence shares the same subject as the previous sentence Rk T

8. Possessive ]

Pronoun/noun + é@

The particle #9 is used after a pronoun or a noun to indicate ownership or possession.
49 wode my

;}{i‘ é{J % ﬂ? wode laosht my teacher

* Jf 69 % F  ldoshi de mingzi teacher’s name

15
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A special case in which 9 can be dropped is when it occurs between a pronoun and a word for a
relative or person with whom one has an intimate relationship. For example:

#, (éIJ) baba my father
R (éﬁ) mama  your mother

9. Plural Suffix 17

The suffix 117 is added after the pronouns f&, ’f'JL:, & and #E a (her), or nouns that refer to people
such as % ) and ? % to make them plural. Note that A7 is used for the plural form only for
people, not for animals or inanimate objects.

H A7 women we, us

ARA nimen you

f A tamen they (all male or mixture of male and female)
A tamen they (all female)

Z IR AN l3oshi men teachers

54 A xuéshéng men students

10. Chinese Nouns

Although the singular form and the plural form of a pronoun in Chinese are differentiated by the
suffix 17 , as seen in note 9, Chinese nouns can be either singular or plural. ? 3 (student) can be
“a student,” “students,” or just “student” in different contexts. One needs NOT change the original

form of the noun, such as adding “s” or “es,” as in English, to make it plural. When a noun appears

9 ¢¢

in a sentence, it can occur by itself or be preceded by a number with a measure word, a possessive
pronoun, or other modifiers. Compare the following two sentences:

fb, "%L’ 4 o Ta shi xuéshéng.
o R — > P, Ta shi yige xuéshéng.
These two sentences are the same in English “He is a student.” But in Chinese they have slightly

different connotations. & & 5 2 emphasizes the identity of the subject. It is in contrast to e E
* I (He is a teacher).

11. Chinese Adverbs

&, (adv.) too, also
A (adv.) both, all

In Chinese, modifiers always precede the words they modify; thus, adverbs always precede verbs
and cannot move around. “I am also a student” and “I am a student, too” both are translated the
same way in Chinese: AL~ 5 £, Adverbs cannot stand alone; they must be combined with

16
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a verb or an adjective, serving as a modifier. Therefore, there is no equivalent to the English phrase
“Me too.” It has to be translated as 9&,@ + v./adj., with the specific verb or adjective added.

The adverb #F works in the same way. It behaves differently from “both/all” grammatically. As an
adverb, it must precede the main verb or adjective.

Both of us are students. ﬁ"ﬁ] 7313 P ? %,  Women doushi xuésheng.
All of us are students.  FRATHR A F 4,

“Both” and “all” are translated into #F in these examples.

12. Particle "%

The particle ") at the end of a sentence changes a statement into a yes/no question. There are other
ways of asking a yes/no question, which will be discussed in future lessons. One usually answers

a yes/no question by giving a detailed confirmation or negation in a complete sentence. The brief
“yes” F or “no” “~ #Z_ are often omitted. For example:

Question Answer
A FAED? (&, ) RAFE,
Nishi xuéshéng ma?  Shi, wo shi xuéshéng.
Are you a student? Yes, I am a student.
(F&, ) RIS E,

Bushi, wo bushi xuéshéng.

No, I am not a student.

13. AL ZB (A or B)

18 5% s used in a selective question to connect the two alternatives. A/B can be words, phrases,

or clauses. In English, “or” can appear in a statement and in a selective question, for example,
“You can go today or tomorrow” and “Do you go today or tomorrow?”” However, the two functions
of “or” are translated into two different words in Chinese. & /. is used only in the choice type
question. The other word that is the equivalent to “or” in a statement will be introduced later.

rIRAEFTEFALRAEERFALE?
Ni shi Zhongguo xuéshéng haishi Méiguo xuéshéng?
Are you a Chinese student or an American student?
REIRIERIET ?
Ni xing Zhang haishi xing Ding?
Is your last name Zhang or Ding?

17
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Cultural Notes

Chinese Names

Chinese names, especially the names of the Han Chinese, usually have two parts: last name
(surname) and first name (given name), as seen in the three names that appear in Lesson 1: Ding Yi,
Wang Er, and Zhang San. Ding, Wang, and Zhang are the surnames and Yi, Er, and San are the first
names. As you might have noticed, Chinese people place the surname in the initial or first position
and the given name second, which is opposite to the Western custom.

According to recent national census data, there are over 10,000 surnames in Mainland China.
Half of them are simple surnames with only one character, such as Ding, Wang, and Zhang. The
other half are complex surnames with two or three characters, such as STma a] , Gongstin /A\g']‘,
and Yuchi At 3R Most complex surnames originated from minority groups. The top ten surnames
that are used by the largest number of people are Li 2 , Wang £, Zhang ﬂ’i, Lia X , Chén [R ,
Yang ﬁ] , Zhao f‘%, Huang ’;%:, Zhou JF , and Wu % . Chinese surnames have different origins
from ancient times. Some originated from clan names or place names; some were borrowed from the
animal totem of the clan; some were borrowed from the name of the home country, official title, or
rank of nobility of one’s ancestor; and some were borrowed from professions.

Characters used in given names are usually auspicious ones or those with positive meanings.
Given names usually carry special connotations. They can be imbued with the hopes or wishes
that parents have for their children, or reflect the characteristics of the time when the child was
born. For example, many of the generation who were born in the early 1950s were given the names
“jiangud” 5% (to build the country) or “jianhua” 5%41& (to build China). Nowadays people are
very creative in generating names, and the government has had to promulgate laws to regulate the
selection and use of names for official registration.

You probably will not find an actual person in China who has the name Ding Yi, Wang Er, or
Zhang San. These are highly symbolic names created to facilitate your study, making your first
contact with Chinese characters and Chinese names less intimidating.

18
For general queries contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu.



© Copyright Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

F 1R LTS

0y

Chart of the one hundred Chinese surnames.
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Answer the following questions.

1. Do you have a Chinese name? 1289 ‘1’ A "?: i%’f‘]‘ A7

2. Find out what your teachers’ and your classmates’ Chinese names are.

3. Identify the surnames that we have learned in this lesson, i.e. ﬁ’i, i, T, and your surname in
the above chart.

19
For general queries contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu.



© Copyright Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

F 1R LTS

Traditional Character Text

¢ Bl Fo 5 2
A—T—, B—xX=, C—%k=)
D EF, BEMR
CRMEE, M E=, RAEE, REHE?
CEMT, RHLFT —, REZA,
R E? A RS T ?
MR =,

> o> W >

3K 3K 3K K kR ok ok ok koo kR kR kokokokok

D RAF, RE, RAT L, R
I T—RgA RLRSE RAESA
DA RS AR EE A7

CEAARREFPREL LREERZ4A, RELBAA, KAH A
2k

O W O W
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Zhongguod Meigud Dégué

¥ £ i
China U.S.A. Germany
Yindu Yinggud Yidali
o * FRA
India UK. Italy
Xibany4 Jia’nada E'gud
I mEX 18
Spain Canada Russia
Ribén Hanguo Moxige
A A $hIE ik
Japan Korea Mexico
Yuénan Figuo Aodaliya ;2
A i% X AT
Vietnam France Australia
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