








CHAPTER ONE 

General Considerations. 
Recruiting Methods. Shamanism 

and Mystical Vocation 

Approaches 

SI N CE the beginning of the century, ethnologists have fallen

into the habit of using the terms "shaman," "medicine man," 

"sorcerer," and "magician" interchangeably to designate certain 

individuals possessing magico-religious powers and found in all 

"primitive" societies. By extension, the same terminology has 

been applied in studying the religious history of "civilized" 

peoples, and there have been discussions, for example, of an 

Indian, an Iranian, a Germanic, a Chinese, and even a Babylonian 

"shamanism" with reference to the "primitive" elements attested 

in the corresponding religions. For many reasons this confusion 

can only militate against any understanding of the shamanic 

phenomenon. If the word "shaman" is taken to mean any magician, 

sorcerer, medicine man, or ecstatic found throughout the history 

of religions and religious ethnology, we arrive at a notion at once 

extremely complex and extremely vague; it seems, furthermore, 

to serve no purpose, for we already have the terms "magician" or 

"sorcerer" to express notions as unlike and as ill-defined as 

"primitive magic" or "primitive mysticism." 

We consider it advantageous to restrict the use of the words 

"shaman" and "shamanism," precisely to avoid misunder­

standings and to cast a clearer light on the history of "magic" and 
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