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2 C. G. Jung, “Trinity,” p. 149 n.

tioning factors, [the archetypes] represent a special, psychological instance 
of the biological ‘pattern of behaviour,’ which gives all living creatures their 
specific qualities.” 2 This dynamic component of the unconsious has a



200 ff.
“Spirit and Life,” p. 322.

When the unconsious content is perceived, it confronts con-
siousness in the symbolic form of an image. For “A psychic entity 
can be a conscious content, that is, it can be represented, only if it 
has the quality of an image and is thus representable.” 4 For this rea-
son, even the instincts, the psychic dominants, which of all uncon-
sious contents are most important for the psychological totality, 

“On the Nature of the Psyche,”



says: “The primordial image might suitably be described as the instinct’s 
perception of itself, or as the self-portrait of the instinct.” 7

7 “Instinct and the Unconsious,” p. 136.
8 Jung, “On the Nature of the Psyche,” p. 206.
9 Ibid. p. 211.

gether, for “man finds himself simultaneously driven to act and free to re-
flect.” 8 “As well as being an image in its own right, [the archetype] is at the 
same time a dynamism.” 9

12 Jung, “Trinity,” p. 148 f.
13 Ibid., p. 149 n.

guished from the “archetype an sich.” 11 “The archetype an sich is an ‘ir-
representable’ factor, a ‘disposition’ which starts functioning at a given mo-
ment in the development of the human mind and arranges the material of 
consiousness into definite patterns.” 12

sciously, and presumably they form the structural dominants of the 
psyche in general. They may be compared to the invisible presence of 
the crystal lattice in a saturated solution.” 13 In other words the “arche- 



15 Jung, “Archetypes of the Collective Unconsious” 
(1939–40 edn.), p. 91. 17 Especially “On the Nature of Psyche.”



18 Jung, “On Psychic Energy,” pp. 41 f.



22 Jung, “On the Nature of the Psyche,” p. 213.





24 Cf. my “Leonardo da Vinci and the Mother Archetype.”







He took me by the arm and said he wanted to show me something. He said 
I must look at the sun with eyes half shut, and then I could see the sun’s phallus. 
If I moved my head from side to side the sun-phallus would move too, and that 
was the origin of the wind.

I made this observation about 1906. In the course of the year 1910, when 
I was engrossed in mythological studies, a book of Dieterich’s came into my 
hands. It was part of the so-called Paris magic papyrus and was thought by 
Dieterich to be a liturgy of the Mithraic cult.* It consisted of a series of instruc-
tions, invocations, and visions. One of these visions is described in the follow-
ing words: “And likewise the so-called tube, the origin of the ministering wind. 
For you will see hanging down from the disc of the sun something that looks 
like a tube. And towards the regions westward it is as though there were an in-
finate east wind. But if the other wind should prevail towards the regions of the 
east, you will in like manner see the vision veering in that direction.” The Greek 
word for ‘tube,’ αύλóς, means a wind-instrument, and the combination αύλóς 
παχύς in Homer means ‘a thick jet of blood.’ So evidently a stream of wind is 
blowing through the tube of the sun.

The vision of my patient in 1906, and the Greek text first edited in 1910, 
should be sufficently far apart to rule out the possibility of cryptomnesia on 
his side and of thought-transference on mine. The obvious parallelism of the 
two visions cannot be disputed, though one might object that the similarity is 
purely fortuitous. In that case we should expect the vision to have no connec-
tions with analogous ideas, nor any inner meaning. But this expectation is not 
fulfilled, for in certain medieval paintings this tube is actually depicted as a sort 
of hose-pipe reaching down from heaven under the robe of Mary. In it the Holy 
Ghost flies down in the form of a dove to impregnate the Virgin. As we know 
from the miracle of Pentecost, the Holy Ghost was originally conceived as a 
mighty rushing wind, the πυευ~μα, “the wind that bloweth where it listeth.” 
In a Latin text we read: “Animo descensus per orbem solis tributur” (They say 
26 “The Structure of the Psyche,” pp. 150 f. 
* Ed. Note in 1960 edn.: “Eine 

Mithrasliturgie, pp. 6–7. As the author
subsequently learned, the 1910 edition was 

actually the second, there having been a first 
edition in 1903. The patient had, however, 
been committed some years before 1903.”  



that the spirit descends through the disc of the sun). This conception is com-
mon to the whole of late classical and medieval philosophy. 27





32 “The Psychology of the Child Archetype,” p. 157.     33 My Origins, p. 366.




















































