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The Thoughts and Words of 
Thomas Jefferson

Advice
s

You will perceive by my preaching that I am grow-
ing old: it is the privilege of years, and I am sure
you will pardon it from the purity of its motives.

To Thomas Mann Randolph, Jr., Paris, 
November 25, 1785

The greatest favor which can be done me is the
communication of the opinions of judicious men, of
men who do not suffer their judgments to be biased
by either interest or passions.

To Chandler Price, Washington, February 28, 1807

Your situation, thrown at such a distance from us,
& alone, cannot but give us all great anxieties for
you. As much has been secured for you, by your
particular position and the acquaintance to which
you have been recommended, as could be done to-
wards shielding you from the dangers which sur-
round you. But thrown on a wide world, among
entire strangers, without a friend or guardian to ad-
vise, so young too, & with so little experience of
mankind, your dangers are great, & still your safety
must rest on yourself. A determination never to do
what is wrong, prudence and good humor, will go



far towards securing to you the estimation of the
world.

To Thomas Jefferson Randolph, Washington, 
November 24, 1808

How easily we prescribe for others a cure for their
difficulties, while we cannot cure our own.

To John Adams, Monticello, January 22, 1821

Adore God. Reverence and cherish your parents.
Love your neighbor as yourself, and your country
more than yourself. Be just. Be true. Murmur not at
the ways of Providence.

To Thomas Jefferson Smith, Monticello, February 21, 1825

Consultation
I have found in the course of our joint services that I
think right when I think with you.

To John Adams, Paris, July 7, 1785

Setting an Example
View, in those whom you see, patients to be cured of
what is amiss by your example, encourage in them
that simplicity which should be the ornament of
their country; in fine, follow the dispositions of your
own native benevolence & sweetness of temper, and
you will be happy & make them so.

To Madame de Bréhan, Paris, May 9, 1788

I have ever deemed it more honorable, & more prof-
itable too, to set a good example than to follow a bad

4 thoughts and words of thomas jefferson

one. The good opinion of mankind, like the lever of
Archimedes, with the given fulcrum, moves the
world.

To José Correa da Serra, Monticello, December 27, 1814

Suggestions
Suggestion and fact are different things.

To the Marquis de Lafayette, Monticello, August 4, 1781

As I know from experience that profitable sugges-
tions sometimes come from lookers on, they may be
usefully tolerated, provided they do not pretend to
the right of an answer.

To Unknown, 1813

Ten Canons for Practical Life
Decalogue of Canons for Observation in Practical
Life

1. Never put off till tomorrow what you can
do to-day.
2. Never trouble another for what you can
do yourself.
3. Never spend your money before you have it.
4. Never buy what you do not want, because it is
cheap; it will be dear to you.
5. Pride costs us more than hunger, thirst and
cold.
6. We never repent of having eaten too little.
7. Nothing is troublesome that we do willingly.
8. How much pain have cost us the evils which
have never happened.

advice 5
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9. Take things always by their smooth handle.
10. When angry, count ten, before you speak; if
very angry, an hundred.

To Thomas Jefferson Smith, Monticello, 
February 21, 1825

Agriculture
s

I am never satiated with rambling through the fields
and farms, examining the culture and cultivators,
with a degree of curiosity which makes some to take
me for a fool and others to be much wiser than I am.

To the Marquis de Lafayette, April 11, 1787

A steady application to agriculture with just trade
enough to take off its superfluities is our wisest
course.

To Wilson Miles Cary, Paris, August 12, 1787

The pursuits of Agriculture [are] the surest road to
affluence and best preservative of morals.

To John Blair, Paris, August 13, 1787

Agriculture . . . is our wisest pursuit, because it will
in the end contribute most to real wealth, good
morals & happiness. . . . The moderate & sure in-
come of husbandry begets permanent improvement,

6 thoughts and words of thomas jefferson

quiet life, and orderly conduct both public and pri-
vate. We have no occasion for more commerce than
to take off our superfluous produce.

To George Washington, Paris, August 14, 1787

I return to farming with an ardor which I scarcely
knew in my youth, and which has got the better en-
tirely of my love of study. Instead of writing 10 or
12 letters a day, which I have been in the habit of
doing as a thing of course, I put off answering my
letters now, farmer-like, till a rainy day, & then find
it sometimes postponed by other necessary occupa-
tions.

To John Adams, Monticello, April 25, 1794

This first & most precious of all the arts.
To Robert R. Livingston, Philadelphia, April 30, 1800

The class principally defective is that of agriculture. It
is the first in utility & ought to be the 1st in respect.
The same artificial means which have been used to
produce a competition in learning may be equally suc-
cessful in restoring agriculture to its primary dignity
in the eyes of men. It is a science of the very first order.
It counts among its handmaids the most respectable
sciences, such as chemistry, natural philosophy, me-
chanics, mathematics generally, natural history,
botany. In every college & university, a professorship
of Agriculture, & the class of its students, might be
honored as the first.

To David Williams, Washington, November 14, 1803

agriculture 7
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Attached to agriculture by inclination as well as by a
conviction that it is the most useful of the occupa-
tions of man, my course of life has not permitted me
to add to its theories the lessons of practice.

To M. Silvestre, secretary of the Agricultural Society of
Paris, Washington, May 29, 1807

About to be relieved from this corvée* by age and
the fulfillment of the quadragena stipendia,** what
remains to me of physical activity will chiefly be em-
ployed in the amusements of agriculture. Having lit-
tle practical skill, I count more on the pleasures than
the profits of that occupation.

*servitude; forced labor
**forty years’ service

To Charles Philbert Lasteryrie-du Saillant, Washington,
July 15, 1808

No sentiment is more acknowledged in the family of
Agriculturalists than that the few who can afford it
should incur the risk & expense of all new improve-
ments, & give the benefit freely to the many of more
restricted circumstances.

To President James Madison, Monticello, May 13, 1810

The spontaneous energies of the earth are a gift of na-
ture, but they require the labor of man to direct their
operation. And the question is so to husband his labor
as to turn the greatest quantity of the earth to his ben-
efit. Ploughing deep, your recipe for killing weeds is
also the recipe for almost every good thing in farming.

8 thoughts and words of thomas jefferson

The plow is to the farmer what the wand is to the sor-
cerer. Its effect is really like sorcery. In the country
wherein I live, we have discovered a new use for it,
equal in value to its services before known. Our coun-
try is hilly and we have been in the habit of ploughing
in strait rows whether up or down hill, in oblique
lines, or however they lead, and our soil was all rapid-
ly running into the rivers. We now plough horizontal-
ly following the curvatures of the hills and hollows on
the dead level, however crooked the lines may be.
Every furrow thus acts as a reservoir to receive and
retain the waters, all of which go to the benefit of the
growing plant instead of running off into streams.

To Charles Willson Peale, March 17, 1813

Farmers
Those who labor in the earth are the chosen people of
god, if ever he had a chosen people, whose breasts he
has made his peculiar deposit for substantial and
genuine virtue.

Notes on the State of Virginia, 1782

Cultivators of the earth are the most valuable citi-
zens. They are the most vigorous, the most indepen-
dent, the most virtuous, & they are tied to their
country & wedded to its liberty & interests by the
most lasting bands.

To John Jay, Paris, August 23, 1785

The cultivators of the earth are the most virtuous
citizens and possess most of the amor patriae.*

agriculture 9
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Merchants are the least virtuous, and possess the
least of the amor patriae.

*love of one’s country; patriotism
To Jean Nicolas Démeunier, January 24, 1786

Ours are the only farmers who can read Homer.
To St. John de Crèvecoeur, Paris, January 15, 1787

Have you become a farmer? Is it not pleasanter than
to be shut up within 4 walls and delving eternally
with the pen? I am become the most ardent farmer
in the state. I live on my horse from morning to
night almost.

To Henry Knox, Monticello, June 1, 1795

I am entirely a farmer, soul and body, never scarcely
admitting a sentiment on any other subject.

To Thomas Pinckney, Monticello, September 8, 1795

If a debt is once contracted by a farmer, it is never
paid but by a sale.

To Mary Jefferson Eppes, Philadelphia, January 7, 1798

The truth is that farmers, as we all are, have no com-
mand of money. Our necessaries are all supplied either
from our farms, or a neighboring store. Our produce,
at the end of the year, is delivered to the merchant &
thus the business of the year is done by barter, with-
out the intervention of scarcely a dollar: and thus also
we live with a plenty of every thing except money.

To William Duane, Monticello, March 28, 1811

10 thoughts and words of thomas jefferson

So that in the lotteries of human life you see that
even farming is but gambling.

To Unknown, no date [1813?]

Gardening
I have often thought that if heaven had given me
choice of my position & calling, it should have been
on a rich spot of earth, well watered, and near a good
market for the productions of the garden. No occupa-
tion is so delightful to me as the culture of the earth,
& no culture comparable to that of the garden. Such
a variety of subjects, some one always coming to per-
fection, the failure of one thing repaired by the suc-
cess of another, & instead of one harvest, a continued
one thro’ the year. Under a total want of demand ex-
cept for our family table. I am still devoted to the gar-
den. But tho’ an old man, I am but a young gardener.

To Charles Willson Peale, Poplar Forest, August 20, 1811

Introducing New Crops
One service of this kind rendered to a nation is
worth more to them than all the victories of the
most splendid pages of their history, and becomes a
source of exalted pleasure to those who have been
instrumental to it.

To Alexandre Giroud, Philadelphia, May 22, 1797

Natural Fertilizing
The atmosphere is certainly the great workshop of
nature for elaborating the fertilizing principles, &
insinuating them into the soil.

To William Strickland, Philadelphia, March 23, 1798

agriculture 11
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—like the ark of the covenant

(constitutions), 57
—arm of the people, xlvi
—the art of life is the art of

avoiding pain, 323
—artificial scaffolding (reli-

gious dogma), 368
—an assembly of demi-gods,

xliv, 222
—assuager of all evils (time),

341

—the badges of schism, 354
—this ball of liberty, 121
—balm of life, 225
—balm to my soul

(correspondence from
friends), 198

—the bands of reason, 193
—my bark, 239
—bark moored in a retired

port, 74
—a barrier against the 

returns of ignorance and
barbarism, 17

—best army (good sense of
the people), 233

—the best instrument for
enlightening the mind of
man (freedom of the press),
167–68

—a beautiful example (Consti-
tutional Convention), 15

—beautiful or precious morsel
of ethics, 368

—the best of safeguards ( jury
trial), 167

—don’t bite of pleasure till
you know there is no hook
beneath it, 323

—bitter school (life’s experi-
ences), 291

—the boisterous ocean of po-
litical passions, lv, 285

—the boisterous sea of liberty,
121, 122

—bosom of my family &
neighbors, 284

—bosom of the ocean, 298
—a bottomless abyss of public

money (building roads),
162
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metaphors (continued)
—brightest gem with which

the human character is
studded, 302

—buffeting the storm, 285
—our bulwark in debate

(John Adams in Cont.
Congress), 401

—burning the candle of life,
381

—calamity was our best physi-
cian, 292

—the calm of despotism, 121
—is the poorest Cameleon

(Edmund Randolph), 429
—cankers of human happi-

ness, 237
—cement of this Union, 171
—this formidable censor of

public functionaries (free-
dom of the press), 167

—chained to the writing table,
196

—chains of the Constitution,
156

—charged like a bee with the
honey of wisdom (returning
from sightseeing), 380

—charity in religion, 254
—chimneys to carry off nox-

ious vapors and smoke
(newspapers), 346

—the chosen people of god
(farmers), 9

—the circle of cabal, intrigue,
and hatred, 332

—the cloud of barbarism and
despotism, 17–18

—a colossus, Hamilton is
really, 408

—our Colossus on the floor
(John Adams), 399

—a companion which will
sweeten many hours of life
to you (music), 23

—the cords of love, 285
—this corvée (the presi-

dency), 8
—country of spirits and reve-

lation (heaven), 366
—the creature of climate

(poets), 24
—crooked gun (Aaron Burr),

403
—crucible of time, 400
—a curious animal (man),

230
—daggers put into the hands

of assassins (power & pre-
eminences for enemies), 336

—the only depositories of the
sacred fire of liberty, 17

—diamonds from dunghills,
367

—the disease of liberty, 122
—the dreary wilderness of

time, 25
—the drudgery of letter writ-

ing, 27, 197, 499
—the drudgery of the writing

table, 497
—the duty of retirement, 284
—ebbs as well as flows in this

world, 393
—Eden of the U.S. (moun-

tains), 319
—empire for liberty, liv
—the end of our journey is in

sight (death), lvii
—end of the world, 305

540 index

—engine of self-elevation (ap-
pointments to office), 258

—this epistolary corvée, 497
—evening of life, 225
—evening of my life, 287
—with the other evils of life

(grief ), 326
—the eye of vigilance, 392
—this faithful internal Moni-

tor (the conscience), 305
—the family of Agricultural-

ists, 8
—farmer-like (delay corre-

spondence till a rainy day),
7, 196

—the favorite passion of my
soul (music), 23

—we are not to expect to be
translated from despotism
to liberty in a feather bed,
xlvi

—the feeble engines of despot-
ism, 18

—a field of battle (death of old
friends), 279–80

—finer canvas, 15
—a fire bell in the night, 388
—the first and most precious

of all the arts (agriculture), 7
—the first blessing (an honest

heart), 24
—the first chapter in the book

of wisdom (honesty), 237
—a first idea, a crude produc-

tion (God’s creation of Eu-
rope), 13

—first of blessings (the
Union), 170

—the first of duties (preserv-
ing the Constitution), 170

—the flame of public opinion,
192

—the forerunner of death to
the public liberty (lethar-
gy), 391

—the fountain of our impor-
tant measures (Samuel
Adams), 400

—the friendly hand of death,
279

—the froth of declamation was
heard, 401

—the fundamental law of soci-
ety ( justice), 264

—furnace of politics (Paris),
395

—the gag of a despot, xlvii, 340
—gained the harbor (retire-

ment), 285
—the game runs sometimes

against us at home (poli-
tics), 332

—the germ of dissolution of
our federal government (the
judiciary), 261

—the germ of virtue, 199
—the gift of God (soil), 319
—the gift of nature (crops), 8
—the gift of office (appoint-

ments), 258
—like gravity (the judiciary),

260
—the great engine (com-

merce), 244
—the greatest scourge of

mankind (war), 385
—the great machines of

society, 157
—great parent of science and

virtue, 315
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metaphors (continued)
—brightest gem with which

the human character is
studded, 302

—buffeting the storm, 285
—our bulwark in debate

(John Adams in Cont.
Congress), 401

—burning the candle of life,
381

—calamity was our best physi-
cian, 292

—the calm of despotism, 121
—is the poorest Cameleon

(Edmund Randolph), 429
—cankers of human happi-

ness, 237
—cement of this Union, 171
—this formidable censor of

public functionaries (free-
dom of the press), 167

—chained to the writing table,
196

—chains of the Constitution,
156

—charged like a bee with the
honey of wisdom (returning
from sightseeing), 380

—charity in religion, 254
—chimneys to carry off nox-

ious vapors and smoke
(newspapers), 346

—the chosen people of god
(farmers), 9

—the circle of cabal, intrigue,
and hatred, 332

—the cloud of barbarism and
despotism, 17–18

—a colossus, Hamilton is
really, 408

—our Colossus on the floor
(John Adams), 399

—a companion which will
sweeten many hours of life
to you (music), 23

—the cords of love, 285
—this corvée (the presi-

dency), 8
—country of spirits and reve-

lation (heaven), 366
—the creature of climate

(poets), 24
—crooked gun (Aaron Burr),

403
—crucible of time, 400
—a curious animal (man),

230
—daggers put into the hands

of assassins (power & pre-
eminences for enemies), 336

—the only depositories of the
sacred fire of liberty, 17

—diamonds from dunghills,
367

—the disease of liberty, 122
—the dreary wilderness of

time, 25
—the drudgery of letter writ-

ing, 27, 197, 499
—the drudgery of the writing

table, 497
—the duty of retirement, 284
—ebbs as well as flows in this

world, 393
—Eden of the U.S. (moun-

tains), 319
—empire for liberty, liv
—the end of our journey is in

sight (death), lvii
—end of the world, 305

540 index

—engine of self-elevation (ap-
pointments to office), 258

—this epistolary corvée, 497
—evening of life, 225
—evening of my life, 287
—with the other evils of life

(grief ), 326
—the eye of vigilance, 392
—this faithful internal Moni-

tor (the conscience), 305
—the family of Agricultural-

ists, 8
—farmer-like (delay corre-

spondence till a rainy day),
7, 196

—the favorite passion of my
soul (music), 23

—we are not to expect to be
translated from despotism
to liberty in a feather bed,
xlvi

—the feeble engines of despot-
ism, 18

—a field of battle (death of old
friends), 279–80

—finer canvas, 15
—a fire bell in the night, 388
—the first and most precious

of all the arts (agriculture), 7
—the first blessing (an honest

heart), 24
—the first chapter in the book

of wisdom (honesty), 237
—a first idea, a crude produc-

tion (God’s creation of Eu-
rope), 13

—first of blessings (the
Union), 170

—the first of duties (preserv-
ing the Constitution), 170

—the flame of public opinion,
192

—the forerunner of death to
the public liberty (lethar-
gy), 391

—the fountain of our impor-
tant measures (Samuel
Adams), 400

—the friendly hand of death,
279

—the froth of declamation was
heard, 401

—the fundamental law of soci-
ety ( justice), 264

—furnace of politics (Paris),
395

—the gag of a despot, xlvii, 340
—gained the harbor (retire-

ment), 285
—the game runs sometimes

against us at home (poli-
tics), 332

—the germ of dissolution of
our federal government (the
judiciary), 261

—the germ of virtue, 199
—the gift of God (soil), 319
—the gift of nature (crops), 8
—the gift of office (appoint-

ments), 258
—like gravity (the judiciary),

260
—the great engine (com-

merce), 244
—the greatest scourge of

mankind (war), 385
—the great machines of

society, 157
—great parent of science and

virtue, 315
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metaphors (continued)
—great resources of happiness

(daughter and grandchil-
dren), 284

—our great retirement
(death), 282

—the great workshop of na-
ture (the atmosphere), 11

—the habit of industry is
formed, 290

—the hand of age is upon me,
277, 287

—the hand of a creator, 359
—hard wages for the services

of all the active & healthy
years of one’s life (unmerit-
ed abuse), 333

—having gained the harbor
myself (retirement), 285

—the havoc of war, 60
—presses me with a heavy

hand (time), 197
—the hermit of Monticello,

207
—that hidden country

(heaven), 366
—a hideous blot (slavery),

xxxviii, 378
—the hole and the patch

should be commensurate,
xliv, 157

—hoop us together, 171
—a host within himself

(Alexander Hamilton), 408
—if our house be on fire

(war), 386
—the ignorance of children,

48
—incomprehensible machine

is man, 374

—this invisible and helpless
worm, 262

—journey through life, 273
—the key-stone of the arch of

matrimonial happiness
(motherhood), 103

—the knell of the Union, 388
—a lamp to lighten my path

(books), 125
—last anchor of our hope (the

Union), 170
—the last and sweetest asylum

of age (tranquility), 279
—the last footsteps of their

party, 60
—the last hope of human lib-

erty in this world (U.S.), 17
—the law of our existence

(pain comes with pleasure),
325

—the laws of our situation,
294

—the only legitimate founda-
tion of government, 231,
331

—the lever of Archimedes, 5
—life of a cabbage, 295
—ligament which binds us

into one nation, 51
—the light of science, 19–20
—a little tempest now & then,

390
—the lotteries of human life

(uncertainties), 11
—a lovely possession (knowl-

edge), 177, 277
—our machine (body), 178
—a machine not quite so blind

as balls and bombs (the
people), xlvi

542 index

—machines (human bodies),
173

—our main pillar (John
Adams), 400

—man, like the fruit he eats,
279

—manacles of the law, 164
—Mannequin of ceremony,

192
—mantle of conscience, 257
—mask of republicanism, 422
—a medicine necessary for the

sound health of government
(rebellion), 390

—melancholy law of human
societies (choose the lesser
of two evils), 212

—the mere monuments of
time past (survivors), 278

—a mere scarecrow (impeach-
ment of judges), 260

—a mere spectator of the pass-
ing events, 286

—a mere thing of wax (Con-
stitution), 259

—mists before the rising sun,
239

—my bark, 239
—my last sleep (death), 287
—its natural manure, 391
—necessity is law, 390
—nest from which all

America . . . is to be peo-
pled, 14

—noise of the enemies, 72
—an ocean of fire between us

& the old world, 35
—ocean of newspaper lies,

348
—ocean of revolution, 20

—ocean of slander, of false-
hood, and of malice, 223

—ocean of time opening on
us, 115

—opiate influence (time & oc-
cupation), 291

—ornament of the age and
country in which he lived
(Benjamin Franklin), 405

—ornament of their country
(simplicity), 4

—our experiment (self-
government), 330

—our fabric (Constitution),
192

—our journey’s end (death),
273

—our journey through life,
273

—our principle (peace), 328
—parent of despotism, 156
—parent of every virtue (sen-

sibility), 222
—the parent of the most af-

fecting touches in poetry
(misery), 23

—parent of much misery (sen-
sibility), 222

—as a passenger, 288
—patients to be cured, 4
—the peltings of the storm,

257–58
—perverted machine (Aaron

Burr), 403
—pillow of ignorance, xviii,

366
—pillow of my repose, 72
—pillow of sweet repose, 72
—a plant of such slow growth

(honor), 70
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metaphors (continued)
—great resources of happiness

(daughter and grandchil-
dren), 284

—our great retirement
(death), 282

—the great workshop of na-
ture (the atmosphere), 11

—the habit of industry is
formed, 290

—the hand of age is upon me,
277, 287

—the hand of a creator, 359
—hard wages for the services

of all the active & healthy
years of one’s life (unmerit-
ed abuse), 333

—having gained the harbor
myself (retirement), 285

—the havoc of war, 60
—presses me with a heavy

hand (time), 197
—the hermit of Monticello,

207
—that hidden country

(heaven), 366
—a hideous blot (slavery),

xxxviii, 378
—the hole and the patch

should be commensurate,
xliv, 157

—hoop us together, 171
—a host within himself

(Alexander Hamilton), 408
—if our house be on fire

(war), 386
—the ignorance of children,

48
—incomprehensible machine

is man, 374

—this invisible and helpless
worm, 262

—journey through life, 273
—the key-stone of the arch of

matrimonial happiness
(motherhood), 103

—the knell of the Union, 388
—a lamp to lighten my path

(books), 125
—last anchor of our hope (the

Union), 170
—the last and sweetest asylum

of age (tranquility), 279
—the last footsteps of their

party, 60
—the last hope of human lib-

erty in this world (U.S.), 17
—the law of our existence

(pain comes with pleasure),
325

—the laws of our situation,
294

—the only legitimate founda-
tion of government, 231,
331

—the lever of Archimedes, 5
—life of a cabbage, 295
—ligament which binds us

into one nation, 51
—the light of science, 19–20
—a little tempest now & then,

390
—the lotteries of human life

(uncertainties), 11
—a lovely possession (knowl-

edge), 177, 277
—our machine (body), 178
—a machine not quite so blind

as balls and bombs (the
people), xlvi
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—machines (human bodies),
173

—our main pillar (John
Adams), 400

—man, like the fruit he eats,
279

—manacles of the law, 164
—Mannequin of ceremony,

192
—mantle of conscience, 257
—mask of republicanism, 422
—a medicine necessary for the

sound health of government
(rebellion), 390

—melancholy law of human
societies (choose the lesser
of two evils), 212

—the mere monuments of
time past (survivors), 278

—a mere scarecrow (impeach-
ment of judges), 260

—a mere spectator of the pass-
ing events, 286

—a mere thing of wax (Con-
stitution), 259

—mists before the rising sun,
239

—my bark, 239
—my last sleep (death), 287
—its natural manure, 391
—necessity is law, 390
—nest from which all

America . . . is to be peo-
pled, 14

—noise of the enemies, 72
—an ocean of fire between us

& the old world, 35
—ocean of newspaper lies,

348
—ocean of revolution, 20

—ocean of slander, of false-
hood, and of malice, 223

—ocean of time opening on
us, 115

—opiate influence (time & oc-
cupation), 291

—ornament of the age and
country in which he lived
(Benjamin Franklin), 405

—ornament of their country
(simplicity), 4

—our experiment (self-
government), 330

—our fabric (Constitution),
192

—our journey’s end (death),
273

—our journey through life,
273

—our principle (peace), 328
—parent of despotism, 156
—parent of every virtue (sen-

sibility), 222
—the parent of the most af-

fecting touches in poetry
(misery), 23

—parent of much misery (sen-
sibility), 222

—as a passenger, 288
—patients to be cured, 4
—the peltings of the storm,

257–58
—perverted machine (Aaron

Burr), 403
—pillow of ignorance, xviii,

366
—pillow of my repose, 72
—pillow of sweet repose, 72
—a plant of such slow growth

(honor), 70

index 543



metaphors (continued)
—a pleasant pocket compan-

ion (a book of poetry), 24
—poison of life (ennui), 230
—my polar star (self-

government), 331
—the polar stars of the Ameri-

can societies (peace and jus-
tice), 281, 329

—the powers and polish of his
pen (James Madison), 421

—prisoner released from his
chains (retirement), lv, 285

—the privilege of years (ad-
vice), 3

—prostitution of language,
271

—like a punctual soldier, 283
—like quarrelling lovers (po-

litical parties), 172
—the recipe for almost every

good thing in farming
(deep plowing), 8

—acts as a reservoir to receive
and retain water (plowed
furrows), 9

—revolution of 1800, li
—rivers of blood, 161
—the road of experience, 201
—road to salvation, 232
—the road to that glory which

never dies, 435–36
—a rock to which we may

safely moor (character of
Americans), 114

—we have no rose without its
thorn (pain comes with
pleasure), 325

—the sacred charge left (rais-
ing his children), 490

—a safe depository by the en-
dowments of integrity, un-
derstanding, & experience
(James Madison), 285

—the safest depository of their
own rights (the people), 159

—a sailor who has land in
view (retirement), 281

—sanction of wisdom, 72
—the scanty foundation laid

in school (the rules of gram-
mar), 270

—a scare-crow (impeachment
of judges), 261

—school for our instruction
(errors and misfortunes of
others), 200

—school of affliction, lviii,
291, 325

—school of humility (succeed-
ing Franklin), xlii

—school of the people, 14
—secretary (copying ma-

chine), 249
—see the rod (coercive power

to tax), 168
—shackles of power, 285
—like a ship without rudder

(man without reason), 94
—shrine of intolerance, 238
—a sickly vegetation, 277
—sinks of voluntary misery, 33
—sleep of death, 175
—slender as a grasshopper, 295
—slow physicians (time &

occupation), 291
—sluices of your grief, lviii,

291
—society is the work-shop (of

language), 271

544 index

—the softest pillow (igno-
rance), 89

—the softest pillow (tranquili-
ty), 225

—the sole depository of the
sacred fire of freedom &
self-government (U.S.), 16

—as a solitary trunk in a deso-
late field, lvii

—solitude of a hermit (TJ),
496

—a son of nature, 21
—son of science, 316
—a sore affliction, 176
—sovereign invigorator of the

body (exercise), 176
—specimens of antiquity for

the observation of the curi-
ous, 278

—the speck in our horizon
which is to burst on us as a
tornado, 388

—a spectacle for the pity of
my friends, 287

—a splendid misery (the pres-
idency), 155

—the sport of every wind
(man without reason), 94

—stage of public affairs, 167
—a standing monument & ex-

ample (republican govern-
ment), 16

—the stillness of the grave,
137

—like a storm in the Atmos-
phere, 391

—as storms in the physical,
390

—stormy ocean of public 
life, 74

—subtle corps of sappers &
miners, 259–60

—sucked in the principles of
liberty as it were with their
mother’s milk, xxxvii, 374

—like a superannuated sol-
dier, 288

—surest guide (good faith),
233

—surest road to affluence
(agriculture), 6

—swaggering on deck as a
passenger (retirement), 288

—the theatre of the Revolu-
tion, 423

—like a thief (the judiciary),
261

—threatened shipwreck, 295
—time and silence are the

only medicines, 291, 325
—all tongue without either

head or heart (Patrick Hen-
ry), 411

—torrent of our tears, 225,
325

—the tree of liberty, 391
—the true foundation of re-

publican government
(equality of the people), 160

—the true secret, the grand
recipe, for felicity (employ-
ing the mind), 237

—deliver up our trust, 273
—voice of affection, 72
—vulgar vehicles of passion

(English newspapers), 348
—a wall of separation between

Church & State, 352
—what the wand is to the sor-

cerer (plow), 9
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metaphors (continued)
—a pleasant pocket compan-

ion (a book of poetry), 24
—poison of life (ennui), 230
—my polar star (self-

government), 331
—the polar stars of the Ameri-

can societies (peace and jus-
tice), 281, 329

—the powers and polish of his
pen (James Madison), 421

—prisoner released from his
chains (retirement), lv, 285

—the privilege of years (ad-
vice), 3

—prostitution of language,
271

—like a punctual soldier, 283
—like quarrelling lovers (po-

litical parties), 172
—the recipe for almost every

good thing in farming
(deep plowing), 8

—acts as a reservoir to receive
and retain water (plowed
furrows), 9

—revolution of 1800, li
—rivers of blood, 161
—the road of experience, 201
—road to salvation, 232
—the road to that glory which

never dies, 435–36
—a rock to which we may

safely moor (character of
Americans), 114

—we have no rose without its
thorn (pain comes with
pleasure), 325

—the sacred charge left (rais-
ing his children), 490

—a safe depository by the en-
dowments of integrity, un-
derstanding, & experience
(James Madison), 285

—the safest depository of their
own rights (the people), 159

—a sailor who has land in
view (retirement), 281

—sanction of wisdom, 72
—the scanty foundation laid

in school (the rules of gram-
mar), 270

—a scare-crow (impeachment
of judges), 261

—school for our instruction
(errors and misfortunes of
others), 200

—school of affliction, lviii,
291, 325

—school of humility (succeed-
ing Franklin), xlii

—school of the people, 14
—secretary (copying ma-

chine), 249
—see the rod (coercive power

to tax), 168
—shackles of power, 285
—like a ship without rudder

(man without reason), 94
—shrine of intolerance, 238
—a sickly vegetation, 277
—sinks of voluntary misery, 33
—sleep of death, 175
—slender as a grasshopper, 295
—slow physicians (time &

occupation), 291
—sluices of your grief, lviii,

291
—society is the work-shop (of

language), 271
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—the softest pillow (igno-
rance), 89

—the softest pillow (tranquili-
ty), 225

—the sole depository of the
sacred fire of freedom &
self-government (U.S.), 16

—as a solitary trunk in a deso-
late field, lvii

—solitude of a hermit (TJ),
496

—a son of nature, 21
—son of science, 316
—a sore affliction, 176
—sovereign invigorator of the

body (exercise), 176
—specimens of antiquity for

the observation of the curi-
ous, 278

—the speck in our horizon
which is to burst on us as a
tornado, 388

—a spectacle for the pity of
my friends, 287

—a splendid misery (the pres-
idency), 155

—the sport of every wind
(man without reason), 94

—stage of public affairs, 167
—a standing monument & ex-

ample (republican govern-
ment), 16

—the stillness of the grave,
137

—like a storm in the Atmos-
phere, 391

—as storms in the physical,
390

—stormy ocean of public 
life, 74

—subtle corps of sappers &
miners, 259–60

—sucked in the principles of
liberty as it were with their
mother’s milk, xxxvii, 374

—like a superannuated sol-
dier, 288

—surest guide (good faith),
233

—surest road to affluence
(agriculture), 6

—swaggering on deck as a
passenger (retirement), 288

—the theatre of the Revolu-
tion, 423

—like a thief (the judiciary),
261

—threatened shipwreck, 295
—time and silence are the

only medicines, 291, 325
—all tongue without either

head or heart (Patrick Hen-
ry), 411

—torrent of our tears, 225,
325

—the tree of liberty, 391
—the true foundation of re-

publican government
(equality of the people), 160

—the true secret, the grand
recipe, for felicity (employ-
ing the mind), 237

—deliver up our trust, 273
—voice of affection, 72
—vulgar vehicles of passion

(English newspapers), 348
—a wall of separation between

Church & State, 352
—what the wand is to the sor-

cerer (plow), 9

index 545



metaphors (continued)
—the waste of time, 182
—watchman at the helm, 286
—wave-worn mariner (ready

to retire), 281
—weapons of an old man, 206
—web of life is woven, 200
—wings of imagination, 298
—our wisest course (agricul-

ture), 6
—our wisest pursuit (agricul-

ture), 6
—wolf by the ear (slavery),

xxxvii, 305
—keep the wolf out of the fold

(tyrants), 170
—the womb of time, 49
—a young gardener, 11
—your road through life, 274
—your sun of joy, 97
military, 298–300; army, 298;

military command, 299;
navy, 299–300

Milligan, Joseph, 95, 169,
264, 266; id., 509

mischief, 214
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