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[1] Tnv yevopévny pot oxoAnv mept tol
akovew, @ Nikavdpe, aréotalkd oot ypdyac,
Omwg €idi)g Tol melBovtog 6pO&G drovewy, dte
TOV TPooTATTOVI®V AmAhaéat 1o avdpeiov
AVELANPOG IpdTIoV. Avapyia Pev yap, v viot
TV véwv élevBepiav anaidevaia vopilovat,
YaAeTWTEPOUG EKEIVOV TAOV €v Tmatiol
d1daokdrmv kal madaywydv deomdtag
g¢plotnot tag émbupiag womep €x OeopdV
AvBeiloag- xat kaBdmep ‘Hpddotdg pnow dpa
@ yrt®@vL ovvekdveohar v ald®d Tag
yuvvaikag, oUtwg €viol TV vE®V aua T@ To
madikov ipdtiov amoféobar ouvamobépevor
10 aideloBat kal poPeiofal kal Avoavteg v
kataoynpatiovoav avtovg reppoiny e0BLC
gumimhavtat Tig dvaywyiag. oU 8¢ TOMAKIG
AxNKomG OTL TaUTOV €0TL TO EmeaBal B xal
10 meifeoBat Adyw, voule v eig avdpag €k
naidwv aymynv ovk apyig eivat toig €v
@povololv dmofoArjv, AAAQ petaBoAnv
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[1] I’ve written up my old lecture on listen-
ing, my dear Nicander, and am sending it to
you so that you’ll know how to listen prop-
erly when someone is instructing you. The
time is right, since you’ve come of age and
are free of the guardians who used to super-
vise your learning.! But a lack of supervi-
sion, which some young people ignorantly
believe to be freedom, releases from their
chains, so to speak, those desires that be-
come even more difficult masters than the
teachers and tutors of one’s youth. And just
as Herodotus says that a woman sheds her
dignity along with her dress,? likewise many
young people, when they set aside their child-
hood clothing, also set aside reverence and
respect, and once they’ve taken off the attire
that marked their youth, they become com-
pletely undisciplined. You yourself have
often heard it said that to follow God and
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dpyovtog, avtl podwtol Tvogij dpyvpmvitou
Oelov 1yepodva 1o Piov AapPdvovor tov
AGYOV, @ ToUG émopévoug A€ov €0t pdvoug
¢AevBépoug vopilewv. poévor yap a el
BovAeoBarl pabovreg, g PovAovtat (Dot Taig
O’ amaidevtolg xai mapaidyolg OppaAic Kal
npa&eoty dyevveg Eveoti TL Kal pkpov €v
TOMG TG PETAVOOTVTL TO £KOVOLOV.

[2] 'Enel 8§ @domep TV Eyypapopévmv €ig
Tag moAltelag ol pév aAAodamol xai E€vol
KOWLOT] TTOAA péppovtal kai duokoAaivouaot
TGOV YLYVOpEV®Y, 010’ €K PeToikwv oUVTpoQoL
Kal ouvi|0elg TOV VOPWV OVTEG 0V XAAETIDG
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to obey Reason are one and the same thing:
Believe, therefore, that for those who think
rightly, the transition from childhood to
adulthood does not entail the rejection of
supervision, but it means a change in super-
visors. Those who adopt Reason as the di-
vine guide for their life, in place of some
hired tutor, are the only people worthy to
be called free. For they alone, since they’ve
learned what one ought to wish for, live as
they wish. Conversely, there is nothing
noble in acting on undisciplined and irratio-
nal impulses, and personal choice usually
plays little role when a person repents of
their actions.

[2] Consider the people who are enrolled
as new citizens in a city: Those who come
from abroad and are entirely foreign com-
plain about and struggle with much of what
occurs in their new home, while those who
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TpoadéyovTal Ta EmPAMovTa kal o TEPyovaLy,
oUtw o€ O0€l TOAVY Ypdvov v @pLrhocopia
TAPATPEPOHEVOV KAl TTAV AN pa kal dkovopa
S oy an’ apyiic é0ioBévta mpoopépeadat
AOY® PLAOCOP® HEULYHEVOV, EVHEVT] Kal
oikelov Tikew €ig @LAoco@iav, 1| pévn TOV
avdpeiov kal TéAelov wg AAn0dc €k Adyov
ToiG véolg mepttifnot kdopov.

[3] OOk &v anddg & olpai o€ tpoakovoat
mepl TG dxovoTikiig aioBnoewg, fjv 0
Oedppactog Tabntikwtaty eivai @not
TAo@®v. oUTE yap 0patov o0OEV oUTE YEVOTOV
oV0’ antov ékoTdoelg EmpEpeL Kal Tapayag
Kal Troiag tnAkavtag nAkat kataAapfdvovaot

TV YUYV KTV TIVOV Kal TaTtdymv kal
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were raised in the city as resident aliens and
are accustomed to the local laws accept their
lot quite easily and are content. And so it is
with you, who for a long time have been
exposed to philosophy in your upbringing
and from the beginning have been accus-
tomed to hearing all your lessons and child-
hood sayings expressed in philosophical
language. You must approach philosophy
with familiarity and an open mind, since
philosophy alone bestows on young people
the perfect, adult polish that is truly based
on Reason.

[3] I think you’ll be pleased to read an
introductory discussion about the sense of
hearing, which Theophrastus claims is the
most impressionable of all the senses.® For
nothing seen or tasted or touched delivers
the same excitement or tumult or fright to
the soul as when a person hears certain
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Nx®v Tf dxof] mpoomeodHVIwV. £0TL O
Aoywotépa paMov i} tadntikmtépa. T pev
yap Kakig ToMa ywpla kai pépn tod 0OUaTog
napéyel 06U avt®v évdboav aypaocBat tijg
Yuyiic, T &~ apeti) pia AaPr) ta dta tdV véwv
gotiv, av kabapa kai aBpunta koAakeiq kal
Adyorg dBta pavAoig am’ apyic pUAATTNTAL.
d10 kal Eevokpdatng Toig matot paAov 1j Toig
A0ANTaic éxéAeve mepLAmTEY APPTIOAG, MG
gKelvwVy PEV Td OTA TATg TANYAIS, TOVTwV 88
Tolg Adyotg ta 110N Staotpepopévmv, ovk
avnkoiav o0d¢ KWEOHTNTA TPOUVAOUEVOC,
AMA IOV AdywV ToUg pavAoug puAdtteodat
Tapavdv, TPV €TEPOUG XPnoToUg WoTEp
PUAaKag Evipapévtag Lo PLAocoPiag TQ
f0eL v pdAota kwvovpévnv avtod xai
avarnelfopévny yopav kataoyeiv. kat Biag 6
aAaog Apdoidi, keAevabeig To ypnotdtatov
Opod Kal @avAdtatov Ekmépypal kpéag Tod
tepeiov, TV YAOTTAY EEEADV ATEMEPYPEV, ©OG
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crashes, clangs, and voices. Now, the sense
of hearing is more rational than emotional,
for many parts of the body allow vice to slip
through and lay hold of the soul, but for
young people, virtue’s only means of access
is through the ears, provided that, from a
child’s earliest days, the ears are kept unpol-
luted, uncontaminated by flattery, and un-
sullied by corrupting words. That’s why
Xenocrates proposed that children rather
than boxers should wear ear protection, rea-
soning that it was only a boxer’s ears that
were disfigured by punches, while a child’s
character was disfigured by words.* He
wasn’t proposing, of course, that children
should stop listening or become deaf.
Rather, he was advising that we should pro-
tect children from corrupting types of speech,
until the beneficial type, nurtured by phi-
losophy and embedded in their character,
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Kai PAGPag xal wpeleiag To0 Aéyewy €xovTog
peylotag. ol te moAAol Ta pikpa maidia
Kata@AoUvteg avtoi Te TV ATV drmtovTat
KAKEVA TOUTO TTOLETY KEAEVOUOLV, QIVITTOUEVOL
HETA TaOLAG OTL OET PLAETY pdAloTa TOUG OLd
TOV ATV ®@elolvTac.

[4] ’Emel 0Tt ye maong Aaxpodoemwg
amelpyopevog 0 véog xai Adyou undevog
YEUOUEVOG 0V pOvov axkaprog OA®G Kal
aPAaotng dapével TPog dpetry, AANA Kal
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has taken command like a guardian over
those aspects of character that are especially
malleable and easily seduced. Bias long ago
had a similar idea: When Amasis ordered
him to send over both the best and the worst
cut of meat from a sacrificed animal, he cut
out the tongue and sent that alone, on the
ground that speech produces both the great-
est harm and the greatest benefit> And
many people, when they give affectionate
kisses to small children, hold them by the
ears, and they urge the children to grab their
ears, too. Thus, they hint in a playful way
that the children should have special affec-
tion for those who are good to them in a
way that involves the ears.

[4] It’s obvious that a young person who's
been completely deprived of instruction and
has heard no lessons not only remains en-
tirely fruitless and barren with respect to

II
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daotpépolt’ av mpog kakiav, womep €k
X®WPAG AKLVITOV KAl ApyTig dypla TTOAA TG
Yuyic avadidovg, SHAGV éotl. Tag yap €@’
ndovnv oppag kai tpog ntévov vmoyiag (ov
Bupaiovg 000’ U0 AOywV €melodkToug, A’
womnep avtoybovag olioag pupiwv mtabddv kal
VOONUAT®V TINyag) av €@ Tig A@Eétoug 1
TePUKAOL YWPEWY Kal p Adyolg xpnoToig
APap@OV 1) TApPATPETMV KATAPTUY TNV PUOLY,
ovk €0Tv O TOV Onpiwv ovk av NuepoTEPOV
avBpomou @avein.

[5] Ao 61 peydAnv pév w@éAleiav ovk
ENdtTw 8¢ xivOuvov Toig véolg Tol dxovev
EYOVTOG, Olpat KAAGC Exewv Kai TpOC alToOV Ael
KAl TIPOg Etepov drahéyeabal tepi Tol dxoverv.
EMEl KAl TOUT® KAK®C TOUG TAE(OTOUG

XPWUEVOUG OpDUEV, Ol AEyely AokoUoL TIply
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virtue but might even be perverted into vice
and so experience lots of wild growth in the
soul, like a plot of land that’s left unworked
and fallow. Consider our human tendencies
to seek pleasure and to avoid strenuous ef-
fort, which are not something imported or
learned from others, but are homegrown, so
to speak, and the source of countless mis-
fortunes and diseases. If you allow these
tendencies to progress naturally and range
freely, and if you don’t tend to yourself by
weeding them out or redirecting them under
the influence of good teaching, you’ll be-
come wilder than any feral beast.

[5s] And so, since listening entails great
benefit but no less danger for young people,
I think it’s important always to be in dia-
logue, both with oneself and with others,
about listening. This is especially true
because I see most people approaching the
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axovetv €0100fvat- xait Adywv pev olovtat
padnow eivat kai peAétny, dkpodoet 8¢ kal
TOUG OO0V Ypwpévoug w@eAeiodal. kaitot
TO1g p&v opaipifovoty dua tod PaAeiv kai tod
AaBelv Ty opaipav 1) pddnoig: év 6¢ tij tod
AGyou xpela 10 §é€aofat kaAdg Tol mpoéahat
TPOTEPOV €T TLV, WOTIEP TOV TEKEY TO OUMAPETV
KOl KATAOYEW TL TOV YOVIH®V.

[6] Taic pév ovv Gpviotl tag vmnvepiovg
Aoyeiag kal @0vag ATeA®V TIVOV Kal AYyuy®V
UnoAelppdtmv oyeiag Aéyovow givat- t@v 6’
axovew un Suvapévev véwv und’ m@elgiodal
OU" dxof¢g €0100évtwv vmnvépog 6vtwg 6
AOyog éxmintwv “dxAewng aidniog vmai
vepéeool keddaohn.” Td pev yap ayyeia mpog
Vv Uodoyny 1@V €yxeopévv EmkAivouaot
Kal ouvemoTpépovoty, v’ €yyvolg aAnddc,
un &xyvolg yévnrat, avtoug 0& T AEyovTl
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matter incorrectly: They practice speaking
before they have been trained to listen. They
believe that the art of speaking requires se-
rious study but think they can listen how-
ever they like and still derive benefit. But
learning to play ball means learning to catch
as well as to throw, and so when it comes to
dialogue, listening properly must come be-
fore speaking, just as conceiving and being
pregnant must precede giving birth.

[6] They say that “wind eggs” produced
by birds come from the incomplete and life-
less remnants of fertilization.®* When young
people are unable to listen or are not accus-
tomed to deriving benefit from listening, the
“wind words” that they produce are truly
“unrenowned and unknown, and scattered
across the sky.”” For they will carefully tlt
and turn their jugs under running water so
that the liquid enters cleanly rather than

Is
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apéyely kal ovvappétIEly Tf TTpoooyi)
™mv dxpoéaoty, w¢ pndeév €xeuvyn TOV
XPNoipme Aeyopévmv, ov pavldvovory, AN’
0 TAVTOV KATAYEAAOTOTATOV £0TLY, AV UEV TIVL
TPOOTUYWOL SNYOUUEVE® OETTTVOV 1] TTOUTINV 1)
Ovelpov 1) Aowdopiav yeyevnpévny avt® Tpog
AMoV, AKpo®VTAL OL®ITH) KAl TTPOOATTAPOUGLY-
av 0 Tig avtovg €monaocdpevog S1ddoky T
TOV Ypnoipewv i mapawi] @V de6viwv i
vovBeti] mAnppelodvtag ) katampaivy
yaAenaivovtag, oUy UTOPEVOUOLYV, A" Qv PEV
dvvavtal, mepryevéoBat @uhotipovpevol
dlapdyovtat mpog tov Adyov- el O& pn,
(pevyovTteg amiaot Tpog ETépoug Adyoug kal
@AVAPOUG, OC Ayyela patla kal oabpd Td dta
VTV LAMOV 1] TGOV GvaykaimV EUTUTAGVTEG.
TOUG eV 0V TIToug oi KaA®DS TPEPOVTEG
€DOTOUOVG TR YAAV®, TOUG O¢ Taidag etmrooug
T® AOYy® Tapéyouat, TOMA PEV AKOVEWV 1)
TOMN\A 0¢ Aéyewv S1daokopévoug. kal yap Tov
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splashing out, but they never learn to open
themselves to a person who’s speaking or to
listen attentively so that they don’t miss any
useful information. Rather—and this is the
most ridiculous thing of all—when they run
into someone who begins to tell them about
a dinner or a parade or a dream or how they
chewed someone out, they listen in silence
and want to hear the whole story, but when
someone pulls them aside to teach them
something useful or give them necessary ad-
vice or caution them when they’re making
a mistake or calm them when they’re upset,
they won’t put up with it. Instead, they fight
back against what’s being said and do their
best to win the argument. And if they can’t
win, they run off in search of more frivolous
stories, treating their ears as though they
were cheap and cracked jars by filling them
with everything except what’s essential.

17
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Enapevavdav 6 ZnivBapog émavdv Egn
pite mAelova yryvowokovtt pit’ éAdTtTova
@Oeyyopéve padimg évtuyelv £Tépw. kai TNV
@UOY POV €kdoTte Aéyouol 600 puév @ta
dotvat, piav 8¢ yAdTTAV, MG EAdTTOVA AEYELY

1] dicovev OQEelAoVTL.

[7] Havtayod pév odv 1@ vé® KOOHOG
aoc@aiic éotv 1) o, pdAlota 6’ Otav
axovwv £tépov pn ovvtapdrnrat und’
¢Euhaxti] TpoO¢ Ekaotov, AANA kav 6 Adyog 1
un Alav dpeotoc, Avéyntat Kal TePLUEVT)
navoacat tov SlaAeydpevov, Kal TAVoAUEVOU
un e00€wc EmPAMY TV dvtippnotv, AAN" g
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Now, those who raise horses properly make
them willing to accept the bit, while those
who raise children properly make them
willing to obey Reason. Properly raised
children have been taught to listen much
and speak little. Consider this example:
When Spintharus was praising Epaminon-
das, he declared that it would be no easy
task to find someone who knew more than
Epaminondas but spoke less.® Here’s an-
other one: They say that nature gave each of
us two ears but only one tongue, since we
ought to listen more than we speak.

[7] In every situation, young people
demonstrate their best behavior when they
hold their tongue. This is especially true
when they’re listening to someone without
getting agitated or growling at every point
that’s made, and even if the lecture isn’t par-
ticularly pleasing, they’re putting up with it

9
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Aloyivng onoi, dwaAeiny ypoévov, eite
npooOeival Tt fovAoito TOlg AeAeypévolg O
elpnk®g, €lte petabéobal kal dpeAeiv. ot &’
ev0V¢ avtikomTovteg, oUT  axovovteg oUT’
axovopevol Aéyovteg 8¢ mpog Aéyovtag,
aoynuovoiotv- 6 &’ €ykpat®dcKai pet’ aidovg
axovelv €0io0elg TOV pEV @@EApov Adyov
¢8é€ato xal xatéoye, Tov &’ dypnotov i
pevdi] paAiov O1elde kal Katepwpaoce,
@eAaAnOng @aveig, ov PLAGVEIKOG 0VOE
pomeTn g Kai dvoeplg. 00ev o kKak®G
gviol Aéyovov 0Tt Oel TV VEmV naAAov
EKTTVEUULATOVV TO Olnpa kal TV TOQov 1 TV
AoK®V TOV Aépa ToUg yyéal Tt fovAopévoug
xpriotwpov- et 8¢ pn, yépuovieg oykou kal
QUOT|HATOG OV TPOoadEYoVTaL.

20

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

HOW TO LISTEN

and waiting for the speaker to pause. And
when the pause comes, they don’t imme-
diately launch a counterattack, but as
Aeschines says, they wait a moment, in case
the speaker wishes to add something to
what’s been said, or to revise, or to take
something back.? Students who are quick to
cut people off, without listening or being
heard themselves and speaking on top of
others, only disgrace themselves. But stu-
dents who are self-controlled and accus-
tomed to listening respectfully hear and
retain what’s beneficial, while conversely,
they see right through what’s useless and
false. They come across as seekers of the
truth rather than as contentious, nor do they
appear reckless or quarrelsome. For that
reason, some rightly say that it’s more
important to rid young people of their self-
importance and delusion than to deflate

21
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[8] ®OS6Voc Tolvuv petd Paockaviag kai
duopeveiag ovdevi pev Epyw mapawv ayadov,
AN Taotv Eundo1og Toig KAAOIG, KakloTtog
axpomuéve ndpedpogkail ovpPfouviog, dviapa
Kai an i) kai SuoTpdodeKTA TOLDV TA MPEAA
d1a 10 aotL paAov decBat Tovg pBovoivtag
1] Tolg €0 Aeyopévolg. xaitol TAOUTOG peEV
ovTva ddkvel kai 06Ea kal KAMOG, ETEPOLG
undpyovta, @Oovepdg ot pdvov- ayxbetal
yap AoV e0Tuyotvtwv: 6 8¢ Adyw kaAdg
Aeyopéve dvoyepalvov Umo tdV idimv
ayaf®dv aviatat. ®g yap 10 @OC TAOV
PAeTOVTOV, Kal 6 AOYOG TOV AKOLOVI®V
ayadov éotv, av fovAmvtat 6éxeoad.
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wineskins, 1f we wish to fill them with
something useful. If we don’t empty them
first, the young will remain full of preten-
sion and conceit, and thus they’ll have no
room for anything else.

[8] Envy, moreover, with its jealousy and
ill will, is never an asset. Rather, it’s an im-
pediment to all good works, and it’s the
worst companion and advisor for someone
who’s trying to listen. It makes everything
that’s beneficial appear annoying, distaste-
ful, and hard to swallow, since the person
who’s experiencing envy takes absolutely no
pleasure in listening to someone who’s
speaking well. People who are pained by the
wealth, reputation, or beauty that others
possess are merely jealous, since they’re an-
noyed at another’s good fortune, but people
who are disturbed by a well-delivered lec-
ture are vexed by something that’s actually

23
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[9] Tov pév ovv é@’ étépoig pOHSVOV ANt
Tvég amaidevtol kai kakal OwabBéoelg
gumotovoly, 6 d¢ mpog Tovg Aéyovtag €x
@Aodotiag axaipov kai @hotipiag adikov
YEVVOUEVOG 0VdE mpooéyelv €@ TOIg
Aeyopévolg Tov oUt® dlakeipevov, AAAQ
OopuPel xal meplond v didvolav, apa pev
™V €auTi)g €€V émokomoboay el Aeimetal
T toU Aéyovtog, apa 8¢ toug AAAovug
¢mPAénovoav ei dyavtat kai Oavpdlovow,
EKTTANTTOHEVNV TE VIO TV €maivev kal
ayplaivovoav mpoOg TOUG TApPOvVTAG AV
amodéywvtatl Tov Aéyovta, TOV 0¢ Adymv
TOUG PEV ElpUEVOUG EDOAY Kal TTPOTEUEVT]Y,
0Tt AvtoUoL pvnpovevdpevol, Tpog 6€ Toug
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good for them. For just as the light is good
for people who are seeing, so the well-
delivered lecture is good for those who are
listening, provided they are receptive to its
message.

[9] In most situations, envy arises from an
ignorant and ignoble disposition, but the
envy that’s directed at people who are
speaking is engendered by an untimely ar-
rogance and an unjust love of honor, and it
prevents the envious person from paying
attention to what’s being said. This sort of
envy disrupts and distracts the mind, which
at one moment is busy evaluating its own
skills, to see if they fall short of the speaker’s
talents, and in the next moment is busy ob-
serving the other listeners, to see if they’re
amazed and impressed. The distracted mind
is astonished when audience members offer
praise and furious when they show approval;
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Aelmovtag tapattopévnv kai tpépovoay
pun té@v eipnuévev Peitioveg yévmvtat,
onevdovoav d¢ tdylota mavoacbal Tovg
Aéyovtag 0tav kaMiota Aéymaot, AvBeiong 8¢
TG AKPOATEWG TIPOG OVAEVL TV ElPNUEVMOV
ovoav dAA TAg Pwvag kai dabéoelg TV
napoévtev émyneilovoav, xai tovg peEv
gnawvolivtag womep Eppavi] pevyovoav Kal
anonnddoav, mpootpéyovoav 0& kal
ovvayehalouévny toig yéyovot ta eipnuéva
kai Staotpépovoty- v 8¢ undev ) Saotpéyay,
napafdaiovoay £TEPOug TIVAG WG APELVOV
elpnroTag €ig TAUTO KAl SUVATOTEPOV, EWG
dapOeipaoa xat Avpnvapévn v dxpdéaoty
aypelov £autij kai dvovntov dmepydontat.
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it willingly forgets what’s already been said,
since to recall the words only causes grief,
and it worries about what’s coming next, in
case the lecture actually improves; it’s eager
for the speaker to finish quickly when they’re
speaking especially well, but when the lec-
ture is finished, it disregards the contents
and instead assesses the audience’s response;
it’s almost manically repelled by those who
offer praise, but it’s immediately attracted
to those who criticize what’s been said and
distort the message; and if there’s nothing to
distort, it compares the speaker to others
who—supposedly —have spoken better and
more powerfully on the same subject. In the
end, the mind that’s distracted by envy cor-
rupts and abuses the listening experience
so that it becomes entirely useless and
unprofitable.

27

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

HOW TO LISTEN

[10] A0 O&l Ti} @Ankoia mpog TNV
@lhodofiav omelcqpevov daxpodacOat
toU Aéyovtog TAemv kal mpdov, OOTEp
¢p’ €otlaow iepav xai Buvolag amapynv
napelAnupévoy, éravoivta pEv v oig
gmiTuyyavel v Uvauty, ayandvta 0& v
npoBupiav avtnv Tob Pépovtog eig péoov a
yryvdoke kai eibovtog Etépoug S’ ®V avTtog
némnelotal. toig pEv ovv katopBovpévolg
¢mAoylotéov ®g ovK Amo TUYNG 0vd’
aUTOUATOG AAA’ €mpehelq kal TOVE Kal
padnoetkatopBolvral, kai ppuntéov ye taita
Bavpalovtdg ye 61 xat (nAodvtag: toig &’
apaptavopévolg éplotdval xpr v didvolav,
UV’ GV aiti®dv kai §0ev 1) Tapatport) yéyovev.
WG yap 0 Eevo@@v @10t TOUG 0iKOVOHLKOUG
Kal ano t®v @ilwv ovivacHar kai amo
@V €x0pdV, oltw TOLG €ypnyopodTag kat
pooéyovtag ol povov katopOoivteg AMa
KAl OLApapTAvOVTEG WPEAOTOLY Ol AEYOVTEG:
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[10] We must, therefore, make a truce be-
tween the love of listening and the love of
glory, so we can attend a lecture with grace
and mildness, as we would attend a holy
banquet held after a sacrifice. We must
praise the speaker’s ability when the argu-
ments are convincing, and when they’re not,
we must nonetheless appreciate the good
intentions of someone who’s shared their
knowledge and attempted to teach us what
they’ve learned. When a speaker does well,
we must not assume that it was by luck or
accident, but thanks to study and toil and
learning, and we should admire and emulate
their technique. And when a speaker doesn’t
do well, we should analyze their thought
processes, to understand how and where
their arguments went awry. For Xenophon
says about the managers of estates that they
benefit from both their friends and their
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Kal yap dtavorjpatog evtéAela kal Pripatog
KEVOTING KAl OYT|a POPTIKOV KAL TTTONOLG PETA
xapdg amelpokdAov mpog Emaivov kai 6oa
Tolalta PAMOV AKPOWUEVOLS €’ ETEPMV 1)
Aéyovowv €@’ Eaut®v Katagaivetal. 810 del
HETAPEPELY TNV EVOVVAY € £aUTOUG ATTO TOD
Aéyovtog, avaokomoUvtag €l Tt ToloUTO
AavOdvopev apaptdvovteg. paotov ydp €otl
OV Oviwv 10 pépypacbatr 1ov mAnoiov,
AP0 TWG TE KAL KEVAS YLYVOUEVOV, AV pT} PO
Twva d16pBwaotv 1} puAakny avagpépnral TdV
opoimv. xal to tod ITAdtwvog ovk oxvnTéOV
Al mpOg avTov €T TOV APAPTAVOVTI®V
avapBéyyeobat, “un mov dp’ €ym tolovtog;”
WG Yap €V ToIG OPUAOL TV TTANoloV EANGuITOVTA
TA EQUTAOV OPDPEVY, OUTWG &L TOV AdywV del
TOUG €auT®V €vekovileabat Toig Etépwv, iva
it ayav Opacéwg katappovduev AM v,
aUTOIG Te TMPOCEYWHEV €V T® AEyeLv
EMIPEAETTEPOV.
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