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Introduction

MOUNT FUJI commands attention. Part of the “Ring of Fire” that circles the
Pacific, the volcano rises an impressive 3,776 meters (12,389 ft) above sea
level. Visible to millions in Tokyo, its iconic silhouette is recognizable around
the world. At the same time, industries and military bases located on and
around Fuji connect it to economic and political networks with global reach.
The mountain also has a rich and sometimes turbulent history as a major pil-
grimage site, aesthetic inspiration, and national symbol. Other mountains may
be as famous, but none has the combination of material and cultural attributes
that makes Fuji such a dominating presence.

This bookis a “biography” of the mountain—with a particular focus on its
relationship to humans—that stretches from its geological origins to today. To
use the term “biography” gives Fuji pride of place in its own story, not only as
a mountain but as an active volcano.' Volcanoes are often depicted as having
human qualities. Stories associate them with deities like the Hawaiian goddess
Pele or the Roman god Vulcanus, the origin of the English word “volcano.”
Volcanoes take on human features in scientific literature too. The introduction
to the Encyclopedia of Volcanoes states that “each volcano seems to have its
distinct ‘personality,” and “just as the medical doctor analyzes the various
fluids of the human body, the geochemist samples and analyzes the magmatic
liquids that issue from Earth’s volcanoes.”* It is also common to refer to life
cycles in which volcanoes are born, grow old, and die. In the words of a char-
acter in Endé Shisaku’s novel Volcano (Kazan), “A volcano resembles human
life. In youth it gives rein to passions, and burns with fire. It spurts out lava.
But when it grows old, it assumes the burden of those past evil deeds, and it
turns quiet as a grave.”

Fuji’s life has been relatively brief. What volcanologists call “Old Fuji”
(Ko Fuji) dates to about one hundred thousand years ago, while “New Fuji”
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(Shin Fuji), the volcano that now covers Old Fuji and two older volcanic cones
(called “edifices” by geologists), started to take shape only around seventeen
thousand years ago. It became especially active about six thousand years later,
at the end of the last ice age.* Thus the Fuji we see today did not precede the
presence of humans but grew up among them. At times Fuji oozed slowly mov-
inglava; at others it erupted with explosive force. There were long periods when
it continuously emitted steam and other periods—the last few hundred years,
for example—when it seemed to go completely quiet. These episodes of volca-
nic activity set the conditions for human interactions with Fuji, in the short and
long term, in physical and imagined ways, in close proximity and from afar.

Volcanoes produce substantial differences in soil, elevation, and access to
water in a relatively small area, so they clearly reveal the ability of humans
to occupy and ultimately transform a wide range of habitats. At certain sites
around Fuji, springs and rivers provide reliable supplies of fresh water to rice
paddies, shrines, and paper factories; on a young lava flow, where water quickly
escapes into the permeable rock and makes it unsuitable for agriculture or
heavy industry, people once took advantage of the cool and constant tempera-
tures in lava caves to store silkworm eggs.® In another example of human
resourcefulness, people living at the northern foot of Fuji in the Tokugawa
period (1600-1868) diverted debris from occasional slush flows (yukishiro)
and deposited it on a nearby lava flow to create arable land.

Because eruptions can abruptly alter the nearby landscape—and in dra-
matic cases, even the global climate—volcanoes also reveal the vulnerability
of the technologies and institutions humans use to manipulate different envi-
ronments. The massive eruption of Fuji in 1707 not only buried nearby villages
but, because of prevailing winds, deposited up to sixteen centimeters of ash
fifty kilometers to the east and up to eight centimeters of ash over a hundred
kilometers away.” The ash clogged rivers and canals, wreaking havoc on elabo-
rate irrigation systems that had dramatically increased the output of rice over
the previous few centuries and, in turn, increased the number of people living
in harm’s way. The result was a famine that took more lives than the eruption
itself had.

Volcanic eruptions also highlight the uneven distribution of this vulnerability.
Some disasters strike the haves and have-nots in equal measure—the eruption
of Vesuvius in 79 CE buried both patricians and plebeians of Herculaneum and
Pompeii—but more often than not, suffering and relief correlate with political
influence and material wealth. The villages most devastated by debris in the erup-
tion of Fuji in 1707 were located at higher elevations, where the value of
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agricultural output was far lower than in lowland villages. Yet the lowland com-
munities were the ones that received the lion’s share of government relief since
they produced far more agricultural tribute than those in the poorer uplands.

By the time it erupted in 1707, Fuji had acquired a privileged place in the
collective Japanese imagination. Its popularity would only increase over time,
first in Japan and then abroad, to the point that Fuji is now one of the most
famous sites in the world. Representations of Fuji grew to enjoy lives of their
own, and, like the icons of saints, became objects of desire in and of them-
selves. Today these objects include everything from protective talismans and
woodblock prints to Fuji-shaped sponges and erasers.

However one views Fuji, whether directly or through representations, cer-
tain features are bound to dominate while others remain obscure. The writer
Lafcadio Hearn (1850-1904), who enthusiastically introduced Japanese cul-
ture to Western audiences, reflected on this phenomenon in hislate nineteenth-
century account of climbing the mountain. When describing Fuji at a distance
he praises the beauty of its symmetrical shape, which brings to mind “some
exquisite sloping of shoulders toward the neck.”® But in recounting his ascent
he portrays the mountain as “a frightful extinct heap of visible ashes and cin-
ders and slaggy lava,” where “most of the green has disappeared. Likewise all
of the illusion. . . . Above—miles above—the snow patches glare and gleam
against that blackness,—hideously. I think of a gleam of white teeth I once saw
in a skull,—a woman’s skull,—otherwise burnt to a sooty crisp.” He concludes,
“So one of the fairest, if not the fairest of earthly visions, resolves itself into a
spectacle of horror and death. . . . But have not all human ideals of beauty, like
the beauty of Fuji seen from afar, been created by forces of death and pain?—
are not all, in their kind, but composites of death, beheld in retrospective
through the magical haze of inherited memory?”

Any history privileges some views over others, but by treating Fuji as an
actor in, and product of, both the physical world and the human imagination,
I'hope to dispel some of the “magical haze” that surrounds the volcano. This
means breaching the wall erected between humans and nature and drawing
widely on different disciplines, from geology to art history. With that in mind,
I conducted my research not only in libraries and archives but also on (and
under) the ground, including two summers of Lewis and Clark College’s
Mount Fuji Study Abroad Program that I led with a geologist, Elizabeth Saf-
ran, in 2014 and 2017. We took soil cores, counted tree species, participated in
religious rituals, visited a toilet paper factory, and, of course, climbed to the

summit.'°
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This book proceeds chronologically, but the story of Fuji here does not
unfold in a straight line from the deeper to the recent past. Nor does it confuse
trajectory with inevitability. There are moments when history might have
taken a different course. Given the focus on Fuji’s changing relations with
humans, this book touches only briefly on developments predating the Upper
Paleolithic (the Late Stone Age), when groups of Homo sapiens established
themselves in the vicinity of Old Fuji."! Most of the book deals with the past
few centuries, when human relations with Fuji multiplied and intensified at a
rapid pace and Fuji became a mountain of global importance.

Our history starts with Fuji’s geological origins and the earliest humans
who lived near the volcano. It then delves into the beliefs and aesthetic sensi-
bilities of Japan’s ancient imperial court, for which the volcano was both a
poetic inspiration and a deity to be feared. Fuji proved to be an especially vio-
lent god, erupting at least seven times between the late eighth and late eleventh
centuries CE. The most dramatic eruption took place in 864-866, producing
massive amounts of lava that engulfed thirty-five square kilometers of Fuji’s
northwestern skirt. Yet the court and its representatives feared Fuji mainly as
a god of epidemics, situating the volcano in a network of disease that linked
microbes, humans, highways, and rituals performed to appease the angry
deity. At the same time, Fuji appeared in literature and art as a realm of Daoist
immortals, which towered above the mere flesh-and-blood humans below.

After quieting in the twelfth century, Fuji became a deity more beneficent
than destructive. First a home to mountain ascetics, it gradually evolved into
a destination for pilgrims seeking divine favor. In the process, Fuji's imagined
role in the spread of disease was radically transformed, thanks in large part to
the ascetic Kakugyo Tobutsu (15412-1646). He and his followers worshipped
Fuji as the “Original Father and Mother” (Moto no Chichihaha) of the cosmos
and viewed the parental god as a source of healing rather than illness. Other
divinities clustered around the mountain, including buddhas and bodhisat-
tvas, the dragon goddess Benzaiten, and the “shining princess” Kaguya-hime.
Pilgrims who came to Fuji could appeal for help from as few or as many of
them as they liked.

Although worshippers now turned to Fuji the sacred mountain for assis-
tance, Fuji the fierce volcano was not done wreaking havoc. The eruption of
1707 buried homes and fields and clogged waterways with ash, causing floods
for decades to come. Over the previous century, Japan had experienced enor-
mous growth in both population and agricultural output, the latter driven by
new farming techniques and extensive irrigation systems. The eruption and its
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aftermath starkly revealed the vulnerability of a complex infrastructure de-
signed to produce crops for subsistence, taxation, and sale to distant markets.
Efforts by the Tokugawa regime to provide relieflaid bare the challenges and
contradictions of a political order in which the shogun shared power—and
responsibilities—with the daimyo (lords) of several hundred domains operat-
ing within an increasingly national context.

Fuji worship and pilgrimage expanded steadily in the decades after the
eruption, especially in the city of Edo, the seat of the shogunal government.
Joining worship groups known as Fujiké, devotees were inspired by figures like
the highly influential leader Jikigyd Miroku (1671-1733). Following in the
footsteps of Kakugy®o, he identified Fuji with the Original Father and Mother
and articulated a cosmic—and dynamic—*bodyscape,” as I think of it, in
which the body of Fuji sustained the bodies of humans and other living things
through its production of water and rice. Inspired in large part by Jikigyo, who
dramatically fasted to death on Fuji in an ultimate act of devotion, Fujiko pro-
liferated in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. These groups came to-
gether to worship on a regular basis, and some members also made the trek to
Fuji during the summer months, supporting a pilgrimage economy that gener-
ated not only profits but also competition and often discord amonglocals who
participated in it.

While Jikigy6 and his followers transformed Fuji into an entity of popular
worship, others incorporated the mountain into daily life through fiction,
poetry, art, and consumer objects ranging from dishes to combs. As a result,
sacred Fuji became a familiar friend. The people of Edo, who could see the
mountain from the city on a clear day, laid special claim to it, but as time
passed, Fuji entered the everyday lives of people throughout Japan, becoming
a national possession—and obsession.

The link between Fuji and a sense of nationhood grew more pronounced
in the face of the threat posed by the Western powers in the mid-nineteenth
century. Some Japanese sought to nationalize Fuji by turning it into an object
of purely Shinto—that is, native—worship. Their efforts intensified after the
Meiji Restoration of 1868, when a new imperial regime replaced the Tokugawa
shogunate and initially looked to unify Japan by Shintoizing it. The promotion
of Shinto met with mixed success, however, and ideologues in and out of gov-
ernment soon found other ways to foster national sentiment within the “na-
tional body” (kokutai) headed by the emperor. Fuji played a symbolic role in
this ideological project, appearing in schoolbooks designed to teach school-
children to be productive and loyal subjects. At the same time, Japanese were
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encouraged to climb Fuji and other mountains not for religious purposes but
to foster personal health and, by extension, national vigor.

Not that Fuji was viewed by everyone in the same way. Its power as a na-
tional icon lay in its capacity to mean different things to different people, much
like the nation itself. After World War II, these differences played out in a
political and legal battle over who owned Fuji’s summit: a Shinto shrine at the
base of the mountain or the state. This conflict had its roots in local competi-
tion that dated back centuries, but it took on national significance because
participants saw control of the summit of Fuji, symbol of Japan, as an indica-
tion of the sort of country Japan was and would become.

From the late 1800s, Fuji also became a prominent site of scientific inquiry.
The husband-and-wife team Nonaka Itaru and Chiyoko achieved fame, for ex-
ample, by attempting (and failing) to spend the winter of 18951896 on the
summit to take meteorological readings. They aimed to make Fuji’s summit into
a place for empirical measurement, but the thin air and severe cold took their
toll, and their mission was cut short when a rescue party took them down the
mountain in December. The advance of modern science may have deepened
the conceptual divide between humans and nature, but the Nonakas’ grueling
experience—and the publicity surrounding it—attest to the ways in which the
creation of this divide has involved living, breathing people entangled with
both the objects of their study and the expectations of their fellow humans.

As Fuji developed into a national symbol and scientific object, it became
increasingly enmeshed in commodified networks, first nationally, then glob-
ally. The production of tea, textiles, and paper depended, and continues to
depend, on the steady supply of water at the base of the mountain. Industrial
growth created environmental problems along with economic prosperity,
however. The most notorious was the pollution of nearby Suruga Bay, which
had grown so dire by the 1960s that it was featured in a Godzilla film. Despite
efforts to clean up the bay, the bodies of sharks and other marine life are still
contaminated with industrial chemicals.

Environmental impacts have been anything but straightforward, as the mili-
tarization of common lands at the base of Fuji from the 1890s demonstrates.
Initially used by the army of imperial Japan, since World War II these common
lands have hosted both the Japanese and American armed forces. Military
leaders found the region attractive not only because it was close to Tokyo but
also because of its vast grasslands, which were maintained as grasslands by
locals who regularly mowed and burned them. Previously used to feed horses,
grow edible plants, and thatch roofs, today they are burned to preserve a
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terrain suitable for artillery practice and other military exercises, which in turn
generates rental fees from the government for common land associations.
Were it not for those fees, the associations would likely stop burning the grass-
lands, since there is little demand today for horses or thatch. Elsewhere in
Japan former grasslands once maintained by burning or mowing have turned
into forest—or golf courses. It might seem unproblematic to allow nature to
take its course and let the grasslands around Fuji disappear into forest as well.
But should this occur, endangered butterfly species and other organisms that
depend on grassland plants would disappear, too. The curious fact is that these
organisms have the militarization of Fuji to thank for the maintenance of their
habitat and thus their survival. In an epoch so dominated by Homo sapiens that
it is frequently called the “Anthropocene,” ecological entanglements of this
sort are multiplying at a rapid pace.

Fuji may be famous throughout the world, but its contradictions, like its
summit, are often obscured by mist. Designated a UNESCO World Heritage
Site in 2013, it is depicted as stable, peaceful, and even timeless. Yet it has
erupted many times in the past and will almost surely erupt again. It is an awe-
inspiring example of natural beauty, but its water supports polluting industries
and its lower slopes are home to artillery ranges. It is one of Japan’s most promi-
nent symbols of national unity, yet its history is full of economic, political, and
ideological conflict. What follows is therefore a biography of multiple lives,
multiple Fujis. It is also a parable—one that shows how fantasies about nature
can be destructive as well as creative, for humans and nonhumans alike.
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on northern side, 35. See also Hoei
eruption; Jogan eruption

Fuji and Foreign Embassy (Hokusai, 1835),
131, 132

Fuji and Yatsugatake in Shinshii (Hokusai,
1835), 126, 126

Fuji City, 18, 253n16; environmental
activism in, 214, 215-16, 277n68; maps,
19, 210; paper industry in, 211, 213;
Sengen tomb, 25; Tenmanzawa site, 19,
20,21,250n47

Fujidé (the Way of Fuji), 103, 109, 110;
Meiji Restoration and, 158-59; National
Learning (kokugaku) and, 144-45

“Fuji five lakes,” 18, 96

Fuji-Hakone-Izu National Park, 180, 237,
238,240

Fujikawaguchiko, town of; 19, 35, 238, 240

Fujiko (Fuji worship groups), S, 81-83, 88,
98, 158, 164, 179; cosmic bodyscape and,
165, 186; Fuji’s World Heritage status
and, 233, 242; growing popularity of,
110-11; pilgrimage and, 94, 95;
Shintoization of, 160; shogunate
regulations on, 107-8. See also Jikigyo
Miroku

Fuji Mountain Climbing Club for Students
(Gakusei Fuji Tozankai), 176

Fujinomiya City, 18, 43; Fuji Takasago Sake
Brewery, 156, 157, 235; maps, 19, 210;
Marugaito tomb, 25; paper production in
region of, 208, 209; Sengo site, 19, 20.
See also Murayama

Fuji Pilgrimage Mandala (16th century),
Plate 2,52

Fuji Pilgrimage Mandala (Kané Motonobu,
16th century), Plate 1, 52,234

Fuji-Q Highland amusement park, 240, 241

Fuji River, 19, 24, 28, 39, 50, 215

“Fujisan” (song from 1881), 182

“Fujisan” (song from 1910), 186-87

INDEX

Fujisan Club, 236, 280n25

Fujisan Honga Sengen Taisha, 43, 51, 94,
19S; political and legal battle over
ownership of Fuji's summit, 164,
194-200. See also Omiya Sengen Shrine

Fujisanki (Miyako no Yoshika). See Account
of Mount Fuji

Fujisan World Cultural Heritage Council
(Fujisan Sekai Bunka Isan Kydgikai),
238,242

Fuji Seishi (paper company), 209-11

Fuji Takasago Sake Brewery (Fujinomiya
City), 156, 157,235

Fujiyama: The Sacred Mountain of Japan
(Starr, 1924), 172

Fujiyoshida, city of, 94, 207; Fire Festival
(Himatsuri), Plate 14, 95, 142, 241;
Tkenomoto site, 19, 20; maps, 19, 210;
radar dome museum, 226, 228, 228;
Sengen shrine at, 160, 161, 233. See also
Yoshida

Fujikyiiké (tourism company), 240

Fujizuka (“Fuji hills”; “mini-Fujis”), 90, 91,
96, 120, 127; Fuji’s World Heritage status
and, 235; giant wooden Fujis in Tokyo,
179-80; made by Meiji-era schoolchil-
dren, 183-84, 184; Senjukawada Sengen
Shrine (Tokyo), 92; Teppozu Inari
Shrine (Tokyo), 93

Funatsu womb cave, 87, 88, 98, Plate 3

furikawari (cosmic upheaval), 82, 84, 159

Furuya Sadao, 199

Fusokys, 158, 160

Fuyo nikki [Fuji diary] (Nonaka Chiyoko),
168

gazetteers (fudoki), 28-29, 116

Genroku earthquake, 59, 66, 70, 78

Genroku era (1688-1704), 58

geography, 9, 127, 128, 180, 182, 183

Gluck, Carol, 189

Godzilla vs. Hedorah [ Gojira tai Hedora]
(monster film, 1971), 6, 214

Goji-in (Shingon temple, Edo), 64
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INDEX

goryo-e festival, 42

Gotaigyo no maki. See Book of the Great
Practice, The

Gotenba (Gotemba), 19, 61, 167, 169, 176,
251n74; avalanche deposits in, 21; Camp
Fuji (US military base), 223; maps, 19,
56,210

Gotoba, Emperor, 45

Gowland, William, 174

grasslands, 95, 98; burning of, 6-7, 28, 220,
226, 227; military exercises conducted
in, 201, 226; Nashigahara grassland, 220,
222,227, 241; Onohara grassland, 75-76,
220; replaced by forest, 225-26

Great Bodhisattva Sengen. See Sengen
Daibosatsu

Great Doctrinal Academy (Daikyéin), 159

“Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity
Sphere,” 191

Great Kami Sengen. See Sengen Okami

Great Promulgation Campaign, 159-60

“green deserts” (plantation forests),
212,218

Gunji Shigetada, 168

Guth, Christine, 123, 146

Hagoromo (tale and Nb play), 46, 102,233

Haha-no-kai (Mothers Association), 225

Hakone, Mount, 10, 14, 15, 21

Hakone Pass, 38, 39, 58

Harris, Townsend, 146-47, 148, 267n41

Hashimoto Eikichi, 172

Hayashi Razan, 144

Hearn, Lafcadio, 3

Heian period (794-1185), 36, 42, 50, 54,
83, 116,270n33

Heusken, Henry, 147

Hinokimarubi lava flow, 35, 37

Hiraga Gennai, 132

Hirata Atsutane, 156

Hirohito, Emperor, 193

Hiroshige, 120, 135, 201, 272n83

Hitachi Province Gazetteer (Hitachi fudoki),
28-29, 30, 127
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Hitoana Cave, 51, 54, 172; Enoshima and,
101; Fuji pilgrims at, 95; Fuji’s World
Heritage status and, 233, 241; Kakugyo
Tobutsu in, 53, 83; maps, 38, 96; stone
memorials erected at, 90

Hoei, Mount, 59, 60

Hoei earthquake, 58-59, 70, 72-73, 78

Hoei eruption (1707), 2-S5, 54, 81, 138,
24S; agriculture disrupted by, 62-65; ash
and debris deposits from, 55, 56, 61;
contemporary descriptions of, 59; data
about, 165; earthquake and, 58-59, 60;
fading memory of, 82, 112; “Great
Winter” of Europe and, 55; Hokusai’s
depiction of, 125, 125; ideal of benevo-
lent governance and, 64-66, 73, 78;
Jikigyo's teachings and, 85, 90; Jogan
eruption compared with, 60-61;
Mikuriya farmers’ continuing struggle for
government assistance, 74-80; peasant
demands for relief following, 67-69;
portrayed in art, 112; recovery times after,
§5,256n5; shogunate control over
domain lands and, 69-74; Tokugawa
power put to test by, 57-58. See also Fuj,
eruptions of

Hokkaido, 11, 22, 145, 220; climate of, 17;
map, 12; paper industry in, 210, 211

Hokusai, 120, 121, 122-26, 130, 135, 201,
272n83

Holocene epoch, 17

Hoérai, Mount (legendary), 130-31

Humorous Pilgrimage to Fuji [ Kokkei Fuji
mairi] (Kanagaki Robun, 1860), 150, 151

hunter-gatherers, 17-18, 23, 24, 32, 62, 242

Ichigyo Hana, 88, 103-4, 109

Ichiji fusetsu no maki (Jikigyo). See
Unspoken Word

Iemitsu, Shogun, 78

Ii Naosuke, 149

Ike Taiga, 122

lustrated Biography of Prince Shotoku
(15th-century scroll), 49
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Tlustrated Compendium of Chinese and
Japanese Knowledge [ Wakan sansai zue]
(Terashima Rydan, 1712), 60

Imperial Earthquake Investigation
Committee (Shinsai Yobo Chosakai),
165

Inaki Noboru, 16

Ina Tadanobu, 71, 72, 73, 74

industrialization, 212, 213, 226, 244

Ino Tadataka, 133

International Council on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOS), 233, 235, 237

International Union of Geological Sciences
(IUGS), 202, 274n2

“In the Shadow of Mount Fuji” [ Fuji no
mieru mura de] (Kim Tal-su, 1951),
193-94

Issa (Kobayashi Issa), 119, 130

Ise shrine, 27, 148

Ishikawa Ryasen, 127, 128

1to Hirobumi, 154

1to Rokurdbei, 158

Iwakura Tomomi, 155

Iwashina Koichiro, 108

Iwaya Sazanami, 186, 187

Izu Peninsula, 10, 11, 13, 15, 48, 146

Jankovi¢, Vladimir, 166

Japan Alpine Club (Nihon Sangakukai),
174,175, 177

Japan Patriotic Art Society (Nihon Bijutsu
Hokokukai), 190

Japonaiserie, 182

jihi (benevolence), 57, 66

Jikigyo Miroku, S, 82, 91, 100, 131, 158;
attitude toward women, 87, 88, 91, 110;
cosmic bodyscape and, 83-89, 124-25;
depicted in Utagawa Sadahide print,
Plate 4, 98; fasting to death on Fuji, 81,
85; on Fuji as Original Father and
Mother, 83, 174; on Fuji as True
Bodhisattva, 86, 89, 90; Fuji pilgrimage
and, 103; historical novel about, 172;
Nonaka couple compared to, 169

INDEX

Jikkosha (True Practice Association), 159

Jippensha Ikku, 117

Jissoji temple, SO

Jizd (bodhisattva), 101

Jogan eruption (864-866), 4, 36, 41, 45,
48,2485, 252n5; accounts of, 34, 37; fear
of epidemics and, 39; Hoei eruption
compared with, 60-61; Omiya Sengen
Shrine and, 43, 64. See also Fuji,
eruptions of

Jémon culture (Neolithic period), 17-22,
32-33

Kaguya-hime (“shining princess”), 4,
45-46, 47,138, 143, 144. See also Tale of
the Bamboo Cutter, The

Kai Province, 10, 27,28, 34, 103, 197; rituals
performed in, 36, 41; Sengen Shrine in,
42, 43; silk production in, 203-5. See also
Yamanashi Prefecture

Kakugy6 Tobutsu, 4, S, 53, 81, 95-96, 158;
“body extractions” (ominuki) of, 84, 90;
circuit of eight lakes, 96; depicted in
Utagawa Sadahide print, Plate 4, 98;
founding influence on Fujiks, 83, 90, 110;
shogunate officials’ view of, 108-9

Kamakura, town of, 36, 50, 54

Kamakura period (1185-1333), 91, 184

kami (deities), 27, 28-29, 41, 64, 84, 137;
Buddhist deities as avatars of, 140;
separated from buddhas, 138, 154-61;
Suwa Mydjin, 142. See also Amaterasu;
Kaguya-hime; Konohanasakuya-hime;
Sengen (or Asama) My®djin; Sengen Okami

Kamiyoshida, 54, 87, 97, 135; Fuji
pilgrimage route and, 94, 262n64; metal
torii at entrance to oshi district, 206;
Sengen shrine at, 83, 110, 140, 142, 143

Kanagaki Robun, 150

Kan'’ei famine, 78

Kannon (bodhisattva), 100, 101

Kano Motonobu, 52

Kano River, 19, 24

Kano scrolls, 114, 152
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Kano Tan'yw, 113, 115

Kanto region, 15,22, 23, 28, 36; fertilizer in,
62; dense settlement of, 115; Fujizuka
(“Fuji hills”) in, 90, 91-93, 92, 93; Kant6
loam, 23, 62; map, 10

Karafuto Kogyd (paper company), 210, 211

Karatani Kojin, 175

Kato6 Kiyomasa, 131

Katsushika Hokusai. See Hokusai

Kawaguchi, Lake, 18, 19, 24, 43, 203, 232,
233,253n17

Kawaguchi, town of, 105, 142, 156

Kawaguchi Asama Shrine, 38, 43

Kawamura Minsetsu, 121-22

Kenmarubi lava flows, 35, 87, 240

kiboku (plastromancy), 36, 40, 41-42,
252-53n6

Kii Mountain Range, 237

Kii Peninsula, 9, 10, 116

Kim Tal-su, 164, 193

Kinai region, 10, 25, 26, 27, 37, 112

Kino Menoto, 43

Kise River, 19, 24

Kitaguchi Honga Fuji Sengen Shrine, 160,
161,233,241

Kitahara Itoko, 70

Kitao Masayoshi, 122

Kitayama Airo, 198

Koda Toshihiko, 214

Kofu Basin, 24, 38,253n17

Kofun period, 24, 25

Kojiki. See Record of Ancient Matters

Kojima Usui, 174, 177, 179

Kokin wakashii (or Kokinshit). See Collection
of Poems Ancient and Modern

kokugaku. See National Learning

kokutai (“national body”), S, 182, 186, 187

Komagome Sengen Shrine, 93

Komatsu-no-miya Akihito, Prince, 216

Komitake, 13, 13

Kondo Seiichi, 235,236

Konohanasakuya-hime (Princess of the
Flowering Tree Blossoms), 138, 14344,
158, 160, 188, 196
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Korea/Korean Peninsula, 17, 22, 23,
249n29; annexed by Japan (1910), 188;
Hideyoshi’s invasion (1592), 131;
Yamato dynasty and wars on, 26; zainichi
(Korean residents of Japan), 193-94

Korean War (1950-1953), 193, 211, 223

koshin year, 98, 104, 106, 152

Koya, Mount, 86, 100

Koyama Masato, 37, 252nS

Koyama Shuzo, 21

Kozushima, island of, 10, 15, 16, 20

Kakai, 85-86

Kuril Islands, 145, 168

Kyoto (Heian), city of, 10, 25, 50, 112, 113

“landscape narratives” (sansuiki), 45

landscape paintings, Chinese, 48, 126

landslides, 63, 218

Last Glacial Maximum, 17

Latour, Bruno, 282n63

Lindstrom, Kati, 235

Lippit, Yukio, 114

Lucky Dream for the New Year (Suzuki
Harunobu, 1768-79), 120, 121

Made into a World Heritage Site, Fuji is
Weeping [Sekai isan ni sarete Fujisan wa
naite iru] (Noguchi Ken, 2014), 236

magma, 11, 12, 15, 16, 61

Makino Masahiro, 192

Makoto no Bosatsu. See True Bodhisattva

Mallory, George, 145

Manchuria, 188,206

Man’yéshii. See Collection of Ten Thousand
Leaves

maps, 127-35; Detailed Copperplate Map of
Japan (Matsumoto Yasuoki, 1835), 133,
134; Map of the Seas, Mountains, and
Lands of Japan (Ishikawa Ryisen, 1691),
127, 128, 128; Map of the Thirteen
Provinces from which to View Fuji
(Akiyama Einen, 1843), Plate 12, 128,
133, 137; Map of the World and its Peoples
(late Tokugawa period), Plate 13, 134-35
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Marcon, Federico, 165

Mariana Islands, 11, 13

Marugaito tomb (Fujinomiya), 25

Maruyamakyo, 158, 159

Matsudai Shonin, 48, 50

Matsumoto Seichd, 252n2

Matsumoto Yasuoki (Gengends), 133

Matsuo Taseko, 168

Matsushima Jin, 114, 115

McGuire, Mark, 237

Meiji period (1868-1912), 164, 174, 193,
196; Constitution (1889), 182; Meiji
Civil Code, 221; Ministry of Education,
181, 183-84, 271n77; paper production
in, 209; textile industry in, 206

Meiji Restoration (1868), 159, 205; capital
moved to Edo/Tokyo, 154; natural
sciences and, 165, 269nS; Shintoization
and, 5, 157, 160-61

Meru, Mount, 81, 86

meteorology, 166, 167-70, 171, 172-73

Middle Path (Ochado), 91, 95, 98

Miho-no-matsubara (pine grove on Miho
Peninsula), 38, 102, 113, 115; Fuji’s World
Heritage status and, 234, 235, 239, 244

mikoshi (portable shrine), in shape of Fuji,
Plate 14, 197, 198, 241

Mikuriya region, 56, 61, 63, 71, 81; famine
and tax revolt in, 79; villages covered in
volcanic debris, 74

military bases and exercises, 1, 6-7, 201,
219-26,233

Milne, John, 173, 174, 182

Minamata disease (mercury poisoning),
213,276n63

Minamoto (Genji) lineage, SO

Minamoto no Yoriie, 51

Minamoto no Yoritomo, Shogun, 36, 50, 51,
113,172

Ministry of Divinities (Jingishd), 157-58

Miroku [Maitreya] (future buddha),
48, 83,84

Mishima City, 18, 19, 25, 210, 215,253n16

Mishima Village, 96, 118, 119, 150

INDEX

Mitsui Shop at Surugaché in Edo (Hokusai,
1830-1832), Plate 9, 124

Miwa, Mount, 9, 33

Miyako no Yoshika, 45

Miyazaki Fumiko, 104, 105, 109, 150, 159

monkeys, absent from Fuji despite
legendary association, 14, 98

Moto no Chichihaha. See Original Father
and Mother

Motosu, Lake, 18, 19, 34,233

mountain ascetics, 4, 37

Mountaineering and Exploration in the
Japanese Alps (Weston, 1896), 174

“mountain writing” (sangaku bungaku), 175

Mount Fuji (Yokoyama Taikan, 1940), 190

Mount Fuji, Miho, and Seikenji Temple
(Sesshi Toys, 16th century), 113-14,
114,234

Mount Fuji, Mount Yuwang, and Jinshan
Temple (Kand Tan'yi, 17th century),
115, 115

Mount Fuji [ Fujisan] (N6 play), 47, 131

“Mount Fuji” [Fujisan] (Yin Yang-ji,
1989), 194

Mount Fuji National Flag Hoisting
Association (Fujisan Kokki Keiyokai),
190

Mount Fuji Womb Cave Pilgrimage (Utagawa
Sadahide, 1858), Plate 3, 87

Mount Fuji World Heritage Centre
(Shizuoka), Plate 15

Murakami Kosei, 83

Murasaki Shikibu, 45, 170

Murayama, 50, 51, 53; Fuji pilgrimage route
and, 94; maps, 38, 96; Sengen shrine at,
110, 156; Shintoization of Fuji and, 144

Muromachi period (1336-1573), 48

Musashi Province, 70

Nagahara Keiji, 68, 257n46
Nagai Soyo, 109
Nagashima Taigyo, 95
Nakasone Yasuhiro, 232
Nara, city of, 10, 25,26

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

INDEX

Narusawa Village, 35, 203, 206, 210

Nashigahara grassland, 220, 222, 227, 241

National Council on Fujisan World
Heritage (Fujisan Sekai Isan Kokumin
Kaigi), 232

National Learning (kokugaku), 137, 143,
144, 155, 156, 159. See also Shinto

National Parks Association (Kokuritsu
Kéen Kyokai), 194

Natsume Soseki, 200

Nature Conservation Society of Japan
(Nihon Shizen Hogo Kydkai), 197

nature/culture divide, 242-44, 282n63

Nenzi, Laura, 117

Neolithic (New Stone Age), 17-22

New Fuji (Shin Fuji), 1-2, 13-14, 13, 21,
247n4

New Fuji, Meguro (Utagawa Hiroshige,
1857), Plate 10

Nichiren, 156

Nihonga (Japanese Painting), 189-90

Nihon shoki (Nihongi). See Chronicles
of Japan

Niitake, Mount [ Yushan] (Taiwan), 187

Nitta Jiré (Fujiwara Hiroto), 172

Nitta Tadastune (Nitta Shiro), S1

N6 drama, 46, 47, 131, 233

Noguchi Ken, 235-36, 237,239

Nonaka Chiyoko, 6, 163-73, 171,269n14,
270n33

Nonaka Itaru, 6, 163, 164-73, 171, 176,209

nuclear reactor meltdowns (2011), 244-45

Numa River, 209, 210, 212

Numazu City, 19, 25, 210

obsidian, 14, 15, 16, 20, 32

Occupation, US, 192-96, 198, 211, 222-24

Ochiai Naobumi, 170

Oda Nobunaga, 52

Odawara domain, 57, 63, 64; angry peasant
petitioners in, 67-69; bakufu temporary
control over, 69-74, 79; course of
Sakawa River and, 76-77; villages
returned to, 77

31

Office of Temples and Shrines ( Jisha
Bugys), 102, 103, 106, 108, 109, 139; oshi
(innkeepers and ritual specialists) and,
141; Sengen Shrine and, 196

Ogiwara Shigehide, 69, 71, 73, 74

O Grada, Cormac, 69

Oji Seishi (paper company), 210, 211

Okada, Richard, 173

Okhotsk (North American) Plate, 11, 12,201

Okubo Norihiro, 65

Okubo Tadamasu, 65, 66, 68, 70

Old Fuji (Ko Fuji), 1,2, 4, 13, 13,247n4

Omika Village, 77

Omi Province Gazetteer (Omi fudoki), 46

Omiya Sengen Shrine, Plate 2, 43, S1,
52-53, 110, 141; authority over Fuji peak,
197, 199-200; disputes with local
villages, 102-3; Fuji pilgrimage route
and, 98, 100; Hoei eruption and, 64;
Jikigyo's ritual suicide plan and, 85;
Jogan eruption and, 64; legal battle over
ownership of Fuji summit and, 164;
maps, 38, 96; Shintoization of Fuji and,
156; women pilgrims climbing summit
and, 106. See also Fujisan Hong Sengen
Taisha

One Hundred Famous Views of Edo
(Utagawa Hiroshige, 1856-1859), Plates
10-11, 120, 127

One Hundred Fujis (Kawamura Minsetsu),
121-22

One Hundred Fujis (Kitao Masayoshi), 122

One Hundred Views of Mount Fuji (Hokusai,
1834-1840s), 112, 120, 135;
Konohanasakuya-hime in, 144; preface
to first volume, 123-24

Ono domain, 79, 80

Onohara grassland, 75-76, 220

Onshirin Kumiai (“Imperial Gift Forest
Association”), 222,225

On the Japanese Landscape [ Nihon fitkeiron]
(Shiga Shigetaka, 1894), 173

“On the Protection of Mount Fuji” (Kojima
Usui, 1909), 179

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

312

Ooms, Herman, 40

Opium Wars, 146, 204

Original Father and Mother (Moto no
Chichihaha), 37, 53, 54, 81, 181, 242; Fuji
pilgrims and, 103; identified with Sengen
Daibosatsu, 84, 88; Jikigyo and, S, 83,
174; Kakugy® and, 4, 53

Osawa Failure [Osawa Kuzure] (ravine),
98,99, 102,228, 229

oshi (innkeepers and ritual specialists), 82,
94-95, 97, 103; of Kamiyoshida (or
Yoshida), 98, 104, 105-6, 108, 110,
140-41, 152; of Kawaguchi, 105, 142-43;
licenses purchased from Yoshida lineage,
140, 141; as schoolteachers, 181; women
pilgrims and, 104-S, 110

Oshino springs, 19, 24, 233, 234

Oshino Village, 56, 64, 210, 222, 225

Osoegaki no maki (Jikigyd). See Addendum

Otsuki, town of, 96, 176, 210, 240

Oyama (sacred mountain), 101

Pacific Plate, 11, 12,201

Paleolithic period, 20, 32, 62, 242

paper production, 208-12, 213

Parker, Geoffrey, 78

Parkes, Harry, 152

PBDEs (polybrominated diphenyl
ethers), 217

PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls), 212, 216

peace movement, 225

Pele (Hawaiian goddess), 1

Penglai, Mount (legendary Chinese
mountain), 47

Perry, Commodore Matthew, 137, 145, 147

Person of the Lotus Blossom [ Fuyé no hito]
(Nitta Jire, 1971), 172

pesticides, 244

Philippine Plate, 11, 12, 201, 249n25

Piggott, Joan, 25

pilgrimage site, Fuji as, 1, 94-95, 98; death
of pilgrims, 102-3; Fuji mandalas
(sacred maps), 51-52, 184; map of

transportation routes, 96; mountain

INDEX

guides (sendatsu) and, 50, 82, 107;
pleasures associated with, 101-2; profits
made by locals from, 101; summit sites,
100; women pilgrims, 82, 103-6

Playground of the Far East, The (Weston,
1918), 179

Pleistocene epoch, 14, 17

poetry, Fuji in, 9-10, 29-32, 116-19; on
immortality and timelessness, 44-4S5; on
romantic longing, 31-32, 43-44, 118.
See also Takahashi Mushimaro, poem
about Fuji

pollution, 212-17, 213, 216, 218, 228, 241,
276163

POPs (persistent organic pollutants),
216-17

Portrayal of Mount Fuji (Utagawa Sadahide,
1848), Plate 4,96, 98

post office at summit, 177, 178, 179

“pre-Komitake” volcano, 13, 13

radar dome museum (Fujiyoshida), 226,
228,228

Rainstorm under the Summit (Hokusai,
1830-32), 124

Rakujuen Park (Mishima City), 216, 216

Record of Ancient Matters (Kojiki), 9, 27-28,
137, 138, 144, 25187

rice paddies, 22-24, 63. See also agriculture

“Ring of Fire,” 1, 11, 16

roads, 26, 38-39, 226, 240

Roberts, Luke, 105

Rokugyo Sanshi, 104, 144

Rudaz, Gilles, 147

Ruskin, John, 175

Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905), 176,
180, 188, 210

Ryutei Tanehiko, 122

saba. See erosion control works

Safran, Elizabeth, 3

Sagami Bay, 10, 22, 56, 58

Sagami Province, 10, 27, 38, 41,70, 253n13
Saigyo, 44
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Sai, Lake, 18, 19, 34,233

Sakawa River, 21-22, 63, 64, 71, 74; dense
population of river basin, 76; maps, 19,
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