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 Prologue

“is it any won der that titles should fall in France? Is it not a greater 
won der that they should be kept up anywhere? What are they? . . .  
When we think or speak of a Judge or a General, we associate with it the 
ideas of office and character; we think of gravity in one and bravery in 
the other”; but for “a Duke or a Count,” one cannot say  whether  these 
words “mean strength or weakness, wisdom or folly, a child or a man, 
or the rider or the  horse.” So wrote Thomas Paine in 1791 during the 
French Revolution.1 Alexis de Tocque ville, born in 1805, a scion of the 
highest ranks of the French nobility, agreed. He became the only mem-
ber of his  family to choose democracy over aristocracy. He always de-
clined to use his own title of count, and he was annoyed when  others so 
addressed him. Although he recognized he had aristocratic “instincts,” 
he was a demo crat “by reason” and worked hard to advance the  great 
modern shift from aristocracy to democracy.2 In an aristocracy, Tocque-
ville noted, “families maintain the same station for centuries, and often 
in the same place . . .  link[ing] all citizens together in a long chain from 
peasant to king.” Tocque ville opted instead for democracy, which 
“breaks the chain,” “severs the links,” and invites individual citizens to 
achieve their potential on their own.3

The mea sure of any form of government, Tocque ville believed, was 
liberty and equality. In an aristocracy, only privileged aristocrats could 
enjoy liberty—at the expense of the liberty of  others. In Tocque ville’s 
democracy, by contrast, all citizens have the liberty to act within an 
agreed- upon  legal framework. Tocque ville viewed equality as the 
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engine of liberty, and although he recognized the need to repair social 
injustice, he saw equality not as a means of leveling but of uplifting. He 
believed that the pursuits of liberty and equality  were intimately linked; 
he even  imagined “an extreme point at which liberty and equality touch 
and become one.”4

The transformation from aristocracy to democracy was not without 
its costs,  either for Tocque ville or society at large. Tocque ville’s own 
 family was decimated during the Revolutionary Terror that engulfed 
France between 1793 and 1794. Tocque ville’s parents, Hervé de Tocque-
ville and Louise- Madeleine Le Peletier de Rosanbo, married in March 1793, 
only two months  after Louis XVI had been beheaded. This alliance be-
tween a young army officer from Normandy, born to an ancient  family 
of the military nobility (the nobility of the sword), and the  daughter of 
a  family that had risen through the highest echelons of royal admin-
istration (the so- called grande robe) might have fueled controversy only 
a few years  earlier. But the wedding took place when the time for nego-
tiating rivalries between dif er ent castes of French nobles was gone. 
 Every noble in France was now suspected of conspiring against the 
Revolution— a crime whose penalty was death.

The bride’s  father, the marquis de Rosanbo, was an impor tant man 
before the Revolution. He was a principal magistrate of the highest ap-
peals court of the time, président à mortier of the “parlement” in Paris. The 
bride’s grand father, Chrétien- Guillaume de Lamoignon de Malesherbes, 
was even more impor tant. As director of the book trade (la librairie) 
 under Louis XV, Malesherbes had protected the philosophes, and as 
Louis XVI’s minister he had promoted liberal reforms. He was one of two 
 lawyers who defended the king at his revolutionary trial. Tocque ville 
admired his great- grandfather (whom he called his “grand father”) for 
“having pleaded the cause of liberty, a princi ple so dear to him, in the 
court of his no- less beloved royalty, and for having advocated for equality 
of rights despite being among  those already privileged.”5 But Malesher-
bes’s liberal views secured his  family no protection.

The revolutionaries arrested all the adult members of the Malesherbes- 
Rosanbo- Tocque ville  family— ten in total—at the château of Malesher-
bes in the Loiret over the course of a few days in December  1793, 
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transporting them to vari ous jails in Paris to await summary trial and 
execution. Alexis’s maternal grand father, Rosanbo, was first to be guil-
lotined, on April 20. Two days  later, on April 22, his grand mother, Mar-
guerite, went to the scafold, followed by Aline- Thérèse de Rosanbo, his 
aunt, and her husband, Jean- Baptiste de Chateaubriand (older  brother 
of the  great Romantic writer). Malesherbes was beheaded last on that 
day,  after the executioners made him watch his  daughter and grandchil-
dren’s heads fall from the guillotine in front of him.

The remaining  family members— Tocque ville’s parents, Aunt Guil-
lemette and her husband, Charles Le Peletier d’Aunay, and  Uncle Louis 
Le Peletier de Rosanbo— were in jail awaiting their turn when Robes-
pierre’s own fall and execution on 10 Thermidor Year II of the French 
First Republic ( July 27, 1794) put an end to the slaughter. They remained 
imprisoned for another three months before fi nally being freed in 
October.

Louise- Madeleine, already prone to depression in her youth, never 
recovered her sense of well- being. Tocque ville’s parents spent ten 
months of the first eigh teen months of their married life in jail. They 
mourned the execution of their closest  family, and on release, they 
found themselves caring for the survivors. On the day Jean- Baptiste 
de Chateaubriand was taken from prison to the guillotine, Hervé de 
Tocque ville promised him that, should he himself survive the Terror, 
he would adopt his brother- in- law’s two young sons, Christian and 
Geofroy, the only  family members still in hiding at Malesherbes.

Eleven years  later, in 1805, Louise- Madeleine gave birth to Alexis, her 
third biological child. She was disappointed that the baby was yet an-
other boy, so keen had been her hopes for a  daughter. Her husband at-
tempted to console her with an optimistic prediction. Hervé recalled in 
his Mémoires that on first sight of the baby, he thought, “This child was 
born with so singularly expressive a figure that I told his  mother he 
would become a man of distinction, adding with a laugh that he could 
one day become Emperor.”6 The first half of his prophecy came to pass. 
The boy would enter the canon of  great po liti cal phi los o phers. But far 
from becoming an emperor, he would dedicate his life to ending 
despotism.
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 Great thinkers do not always have a life worthy of detailed telling. We 
often understand them better in conversation with other  great minds 
across the ages rather than with their contemporaries. In this re spect, 
however, Alexis de Tocque ville stands apart. His early life was  shaped 
by the aftermath of the Revolutionary Terror in France, and he died two 
years before the start of the American Civil War. He was witness to a 
profound transformation of society and was as passionate about partici-
pating in politics as he was about studying the subject.

Tocque ville’s fateful decision to journey to Amer i ca, at age twenty- 
five, in 1831, showed remarkable initiative.  There, he observed the pal-
pable real ity of a functioning democracy, and Amer i ca remained central 
to Tocque ville’s thought and action throughout his life, long  after the 
trip and in almost inverse proportion to its brevity. He realized the ex-
tent to which the princi ple of equality gave “a certain direction to the 
public spirit and a certain shape to laws, establishe[d] new maxims for 
governing, and foster[ed] distinctive habits in the governed.”7  These 
observations would form the foundation for his most enduring work, 
Democracy in Amer i ca.

Upon his return to France, Tocque ville pursued both his intellectual 
and po liti cal ambitions. As soon as pos si ble  after reaching the  legal age 
to run for elected office, he campaigned to represent the area around his 
ancestral estate in Normandy in the French Chamber of Deputies. He 
participated in the  great controversies of the July Monarchy on sufrage 
extension, the separation of church and state, and the colonization of 
Algeria. He was notably invested in the abolition of slavery in the French 
Ca rib bean, prison reform and the rehabilitation of criminals, and welfare 
reform. His po liti cal  career climaxed in 1849  under the Second Republic 
in the aftermath of the 1848 Revolution, as drafter of its constitution, then 
briefly as foreign minister. Tocque ville continuously bridged the worlds 
of letters and politics, engaging in debates of literary academies, publish-
ing polemics in the press (he briefly directed a newspaper), and partici-
pating in conversations in Pa ri sian salons.

This biography tells how Tocque ville developed his ideas in the con-
text of the charged po liti cal events of his lifetime. Fortunately, Tocque-
ville left an ample written rec ord: speeches, draft speeches, a volume of 
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memoirs on the Revolution of 1848 and his role in the Second Republic. 
Add to  these the journals of his extensive travels not just to Amer i ca but 
also to  England, Switzerland, Sicily, and Algeria, as well as his notes on 
India, and his wide- ranging correspondence with some of the best 
minds of his generation. It is in this correspondence that Tocque ville’s 
emotions and personal judgments come through. He often drafted and 
redrafted his thoughts about past and current events, developing a sub-
tle analy sis. Tocque ville corresponded not only with a galaxy of intel-
lectuals and politicians in France, the United States,  England, and Ger-
many but also with  family members, close friends he had made in his 
teenage years, and, of course, constituents. His many correspondents 
cherished his frequent letters, written with vibrancy in his barely deci-
pherable handwriting. His gift for enduring friendships, sustained by 
daily correspondence over a lifetime, is a boon to the biographer.

Throughout his po liti cal  career, Tocque ville remained firmly focused 
on current afairs, the  future of democracy, and the need for po liti cal and 
social reform. Only  after Louis Napoléon Bonaparte put an end to a short 
republican experiment and restored an authoritarian regime did Tocque-
ville retire from politics and turn his sustained attention to the Ancien 
Régime, and to the intensely complex drama of the French Revolution 
that ended the prominence and indeed the lives of Malesherbes and other 
members of his  mother’s  family. But it was in mourning not for his  family 
but for the recent demise of democracy in France that Tocque ville wrote 
his second masterpiece, published as The Ancien Régime and the Revolu-
tion. He intended it as the first installment of a larger work on the cycles 
of revolution and reaction that had become the curse of French history.

Confronted with many ambiguities in Tocque ville’s thought, readers 
have often questioned the depth and sincerity of this scion of aristoc-
racy’s support for democracy. Tocque ville often vacillated between 
demo cratic ideas and more conservative views informed by his aristo-
cratic heritage, though he may not have fully realized how conflicted he 
was. In reading him, one comes to appreciate the power of his conclu-
sions  because he persists in making them in the face of misgivings. He 
shared his doubts with readers by presenting opposite sides of many 
issues, tilting the balance only slightly one way or the other.
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Tocque ville also assumed contradictory positions: He encouraged 
entrepreneurship while decrying materialism; he promoted the equality 
of all  people but championed colonial domination; he wanted to recon-
cile democracy and religion— yet was unsure about his own faith. The 
list goes on. His need to resolve the opposing poles of his thought is one 
reason for his almost obsessive revisions. Although his edits did not 
necessarily clarify his thoughts, they did make his prose more pleas ur-
able, something that was very impor tant to him.

Readers then and now, especially of Democracy in Amer i ca, have 
pointed to  these real inconsistencies. Some contemporaries even turned 
the book into an indictment of democracy, to Tocque ville’s dismay. For 
foreign readers, the potential for misreading a text that was already hard 
to grasp was compounded by translation. The correspondence between 
Tocque ville and his British translator Henry Reeve highlights  these is-
sues. In one letter, Tocque ville reproached Reeve for making him too 
much a foe of monarchy; in another, too much one of democracy.8

The upshot was that Tocque ville pleased no faction. Shortly before 
Democracy in Amer i ca was published, Tocque ville confided to his cousin 
Camille d’Orglandes, “I do not hide what may be troubling about my 
position. It is not likely to enlist the active sympathy of anyone. Some 
 will find that at bottom I do not like democracy and treat it rather se-
verely.  Others  will think that I am incautiously encouraging its spread.”9 
Even when Tocque ville took a stand against his elders, he remained am-
biguous. To his  uncle Louis de Rosanbo, a survivor of the Revolutionary 
Terror, who admonished his nephew for not being loyal to the Legitimist 
cause in the Chamber, Tocque ville wrote afectionately, “Let me con-
tinue to believe that my venerable ancestor [Malesherbes] continues to 
judge me worthy of him, which is all I have ever sought to be.”10

For all the equivocation and sincere doubts that Tocque ville shared 
with  family, friends, and readers, he nevertheless remained true to a set 
of basic unshakable convictions. He expressed them with perfect clarity 
in a brief note he sent to Chateaubriand that accompanied an advance 
copy of Democracy in Amer i ca. This was, he wrote, a work in which he 
had joined heart and mind: “I’ve shown in this work a feeling carved 
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deeply into my heart: the love of liberty. I’ve expressed an idea that 
obsesses my mind: the irresistible march of democracy.”11

In other words, what has kept Tocque ville’s work alive, read, and dis-
cussed are not his equivocations but his convictions, the force of which 
also drive this biography. Tocque ville’s deepest belief was that democ-
racy is a power ful, yet demanding, po liti cal form. What makes Tocque-
ville’s work still relevant is that he defined democracy as an act of  will on 
the part of  every citizen— a proj ect constantly in need of revitalization 
and of the strength provided by stable institutions. Democracy can never 
be taken for granted. Once the aristocratic chain connecting all parts of 
society is broken, democracy’s need for vigilance, redefinition, and rein-
forcement is constant if it is to ensure the common good on which it 
must, in the end, depend.
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145–46, 163, 167, 172, 187, 191, 198, 282,  
289, 292, 296, 318, 334

Kilkenny, Bishop of, 156, 157
King, James Gore, 44
King, Rufus, 44
Koran, 243
Kossuth, Lajos, 278

La Bruyère, 15
Lacordaire, Henri, 213–14, 321–22
Lacretelle, Jean- Charles Dominique, 203
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Lansdowne, Henry Petty Fitzmaurice, 
marquis de, 148–49, 150, 237, 238

La pe tite Roquette prison, 108, 182, 209
La Rochefoucauld, François de, 15
La Rochefoucauld- Liancourt, François- 

Alexandre- Frédéric, duc de, 85, 221–22
Laromiguière, Pierre, 185
Latrobe, Benjamin, 288
Latrobe, John, 81–82
Ledru- Rollin, Alexandre, 222, 265, 275, 279
Lee, Robert E., 346
Légion d’Honneur, 171–72
Legitimists: AT accused of joining, 168, 203, 

220, 263; AT’s attitudes  toward, 6, 22, 
106–7, 114, 116, 162, 180, 195, 203–4, 224, 
258; in AT’s  family, 119–20, 162–63, 172; 
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and social work, 221–25; on abolition  
of slavery debates, 226–32; and Franco- 
Anglo relations, 232–34; and Orient 
crisis, 234–41; and Algeria war and 
colonization, 241–56; travels to Algeria 
(1841), 245–47; travels to Algeria (1846), 
252–53; and revolution of 1848, 257–60; 
joins Second Republic, 260–62; elected 
to Constituent Assembly, 262–65; and 
workers’ unrest, 265–71; on constitu-
tional committee, 271–76; as minister  
of foreign afairs, 276–80; on leave of 
absence, 281–82; and Louis Napoléon’s 
coup, 282–86; retires from politics, 285–89; 
develops po liti cal sociology of France, 
289–91; plans ARFR, 291–93; begins 
research for ARFR, 293–94; addresses 
Académie des sciences morales et 
politiques, 294–95; begins writing  
ARFR, 295–96; researches archives for 
ARFR, 296–98; researches works by 
 others for ARFR, 299–303; researches 
archives in Tours for ARFR, 303–9; 
travels to Germany (1854), 309–12;  
writes and publishes ARFR, 312–17; 
retires to Tocqueville, 317–20; questions 
religious faith, 320–23; argues with 
Gobineau over race, 324–28; reacts to 
Indian Rebellion, 328–30; researches 
French Revolution and aftermath, 
330–33; drafts first part of history of 
Revolution, 333–40; leaves notes for 
second part, 340–42; final illness and 
death, 342–45

— health: depression, 91, 102, 114, 281, 
293, 315; failing, 257; fever and malaise, 
246–47; final illness and death, 342–45; 
 human misery, 91, 321; pleurisy, 298; 
sickness, 91, 164, 275; stomach ailments, 
22, 143, 150, 203, 301, 315, 332; tuberculosis, 
281, 281–82, 287, 301, 342–45

— ideas and beliefs: abolition of 
slavery, 228, 229; abuses of government, 
23–24; Amer i ca as model for France, 262; 
aristocracy, 1–2, 181–82; on associations 
(civil and political), 22, 79–80, 82, 125–29, 
174, 189; centralization, 27, 151–52, 305–8; 
church and state, 219–20, 322–23; class 
war, 268–71; coexistence with Arabs, 
254–55; colonization, 241, 241–44, 
249–52, 328–30; conquest of Algeria, 
28–29; contradictions in, 5–6; curse of 
French history (po liti cal illness), 257, 
283–84; decentralization in prison 
reform, 111; democracy in France, 48; 
demo cratic theory, 116; despotism, 240; 
disafection with Chamber, 198; dueling, 
23; duty to country, 11; electoral reform, 
141, 196–97; En glish aristocracy, 25–26; 
equality, 4; freedom of education, 219–20; 
French national honor, 238–41; friendship, 
22–23; historiography, 334–35; interest 
(see self-interest below); juxtaposition 
and comparison, 70;  legal and social 
reform in  England, 152–53; Légion 
d’Honneur award, 171–72; “liberal of a 
new kind,” 147, 172–73; liberty, 121–22, 
182, 200; liberty and equality, 1–2, 111–12, 
122–23, 132, 188, 192, 201; liberty for 
French Canadians, 69; Louis Napoléon, 
280; materialism, 167;  people in power, 
258; po liti cal liberty, 106–7; po liti cal so-
ciology of France, 289–91; politics and 
po liti cal theory, 292, 294–95, 300–301; 
politics and succession issues, 204; 
poverty and pauperism, 146–47, 221–25; 
preconceptions of Amer i ca, 54–55; 
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preconceptions of Native Americans,  
54, 64–66; princi ple of law in defense  
of duchess, 105–6; race, 324–28; reaction 
to Rossi on Canuts, 139–40; Reign of 
Terror, 140; religion and democracy,  
135, 221–25; religious doubt, 16–17, 135, 
320–23; religious faith, 344–45; revolu-
tion of 1830, 63; revolutions, 191; revolu-
tion threats and bad governance, 206–7; 
Second Republic, 260–62; self- interest, 
47, 131, 189, 197, 313; socialism, 268–71, 
273–74; social state, 37, 89, 92, 112, 121, 
186–87, 190, 311; social work, 222–23; 
US Declaration of In de pen dence, 51. 
See also Ancien Régime and the French 
Revolution, The; Democracy in Amer i ca 
(1835); Democracy in Amer i ca (1840); 
works below

— major speeches: ac cep tance speech  
at Académie française (April 1842), 240; 
on coming of 1848 revolution, Chamber  
of deputies ( January 1848), 258–59; on 
democracy during electoral campaign 
(March 1848), 261–62; on education, 
Chamber of Deputies ( January 1844), 
217–18; on election day (April 1848), 
264; on Orient crisis, Chamber of 
deputies ( July 1839), 238; on po liti cal 
science, Académie des sciences morales 
et politiques (April 1852), 294–95, 300–301; 
on right to work, Constituent Assembly 
(September 1848), 273; on slavery, impro-
vised, Académie des sciences morales et 
politiques (April 1839), 228; on slave trade, 
Chamber of deputies (May 1842), 233

— tr avels in Amer i ca and Canada: 
overview, 36–37, 38–39; preparations for, 
31–35; arrival in Newport, 37, 40; in New 
York City, 40–48; crossing New York 
State, 49–58, 50; on  Great Lakes, 59–66; 
in Michigan wilderness, 61–63; in Canada, 
66–69; in New  England, 50, 70–78; in 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, 78–89; from 

Philadelphia to New Orleans, 89–96; 
from New Orleans to Washington, DC, 
and New York City, 96–100

— tr avels in other countries: 
Algeria (1841), 245–47; Algeria (1846), 
252–53;  England (1833), 113–17, 144–45; 
 England (1835), 147–55;  England (1857), 
328–30, 332–33; Germany (1849), 276, 
310; Germany (1854), 309–12; Ireland 
(1835), 155–58; Sicily (1850), 282; Sicily 
and Rome (1827), 21; Switzerland (1832), 
107–8; Switzerland (1836), 165–67

— works: account of coup (Times of 
London article), 283; The Ancien Régime 
and the French Revolution, 5, 298, 303, 
316–17, 330; “Des revolutions dans les 
sociétés nouvelles” (essay), 191; essay on 
Cherbuliez, 271–72; history of French 
Revolution (incomplete at death), 330–42; 
Mémoire sur l’influence du point de départ 
sur les sociétés, 184; Memoir on Pauperism, 
146–47, 152, 156; Œuvres et correspon-
dance (published posthumously), 
347–48; On the Penitentiary System in the 
United States and Its Application to France 
(with GB), 107–12, 182–84, 208; “Po liti cal 
and Social Condition of France” (État 
social et politique de la France avant et 
après 1789), 181–82, 305–6; Recollections 
(published post humously), 257–59, 266, 
277, 278, 282, 336; second Memoir on 
Pauperism (AT), unfinished, 174, 221; Le 
Siècle articles on abolition, 231; Le Siècle 
articles on liberal princi ples, 205–6; 
synopsis of En glish history (letter to 
GB), 25–26; Travail sur l’Algérie (memo-
randum published posthumously), 247, 
248, 249; Two weeks in the wilderness 
(Quinze jours dans le désert) (published 
posthumously), 63, 119, 158. See also 
Ancien Régime and the French Revolu-
tion, The; Democracy in Amer i ca (1835); 
Demo cracy in Amer i ca (1840)
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440 i n d e x

Tocqueville, Alexis de, influences and 
sources: John Quincy Adams, 72–73, 74, 
81, 82, 92, 94, 95, 99, 125–26; Jean- Jacques 
Ampère, 136, 260, 282, 289, 299 (see also 
Ampère, Jean- Jacques); Anselm of 
Canterbury, 216, 217; Archimedes, 193; 
archival research, 296–98; archives of 
Tours, 303–9; Aristotle, 166; Charles 
Babbage, 174; Gracchus Babeuf, 270; 
Francis Bacon, 166; Pierre- Simon 
Ballanche, 136, 137; George Bancroft,  
273; Prosper de Barante, 25; Gustave de 
Beaumont, 118, 313 (see also Beaumont, 
Gustave Bonnin de la Bonninière de); 
Jeremy Bentham, 33, 86, 148, 150; John 
Biddle, 60–61; Nicholas Biddle, 82–83, 
98; William Blackstone, 301–2; Louis 
Blanc, 224, 336–37, 340 (see also Blanc, 
Louis); Ernest de Blosseville, 33, 45, 108 
(see also Blosseville, Ernest de); Jacques 
Bénigne Bossuet, 15, 166; Louis Bouchitté, 
175, 321; Louis Bourdaloue, 15, 302; Walter 
Bowne, 41, 42; John Bowring, 151, 182; 
Jacques Pierre Brissot de Warville, 85, 
341; Lord Brougham, 148, 149, 233–34, 
344; James Brown, 84–85, 95; Edward 
Bulwer- Lytton, 151; Charles von Bunsen, 
310, 344; Edmund Burke, 299–301; 
Joachim- Heinrich Campe, 54; Charles 
Carroll, 84, 88; James Carroll, 84;  
Edwin Chadwick, 146; William Ellery 
Channing, 76; Salmon Chase, 90; 
vicomte de Chateaubriand, 54, 119  
(see also Chateaubriand, François René, 
vicomte de); Antoine- Elysée Cherbuliez, 
271–72; Edward Vernon Childe, 346,  
347; Cicero, 15; Alphonse de Circourt, 
310, 325, 340; Lord Clarendon, 332, 333; 
Mr. Clay (Georgia planter), 78; Benjamin 
Constant, 217, 293–94; James Fenimore 
Cooper, 34, 35, 37, 54; Francisque de 
Corcelle, 138–39, 166, 190, 289, 300–301 
(see also Corcelle, Francisque de); Victor 
Cousin, 136 (see also Cousin, Victor); 

John Mary Joseph Cranche, 84; Georges 
Cuvier, 159; Eugène Daire, 303; C. Dareste 
de la Chavanne, 298; René Descartes, 
166; Daniel Drake, 90; Jean- Antoine 
Dubois, 244–45; William Alexander 
Duer, 273; Charles Dupin, 174; Pierre- 
Étienne Duponceau, 84, 88; Prosper 
Duvergier de Hauranne, 155, 157, 335,  
344 (see also Duvergier de Hauranne, 
Prosper); Louis Dwight, 77, 78; Bar-
thélemy- Prosper Enfantin, 224–25; 
Edward Everett, 99, 159, 160, 273, 346, 
348–49; Federalist Papers, 97, 124, 125; 
Ebenezer Finley, 83; Charles Fourier, 
224; Benjamin Franklin, 80, 272–73; 
Albert Gallatin, 46, 48; baron de 
Gérando, 34, 222–23; Edward Gibbon, 
344; Henry Dilworth Gilpin, 34, 95; 
Arthur de Gobineau, 310; Charles de 
Grandmaison, 303–4, 308; Lord Granville, 
149, 328, 332; Francis Calley Gray, 77, 78; 
George Grote, 151, 152, 332; Harriet 
Grote, 151, 288, 302, 310, 319, 332, 333,  
342; François Guillemin, 94; François 
Guizot, 14, 24–25, 26–27, 35, 45, 111–12, 
113, 121, 339 (see also Guizot, François); 
Hugo Hälschner, 311; Alexander Hamilton, 
125; Zephaniah Harris, 91–92; Lord 
Hatherton, 329, 332; Lord Holland, 148, 
149; Horace, 15; Sam Houston, 93–94, 
126; John Howard, 33, 85; Joseph Hume, 
151; Charles Jared Ingersoll, 81; James 
Phillips Kay, 154–55; James Kent, 45, 118; 
Louis de Kergorlay, 118–19, 120–21, 191, 
297 (see also Kergorlay, Louis de (AT’s 
cousin)); Bishop of Kilkenny, 156, 157; 
Koran, 243; La Bruyère, 15; marquis de 
Lafayette, 190, 294 (see also Lafayette, 
Gilbert du Motier, marquis de); Major 
Lamard, 64; Lord Lansdowne, 148–49, 
150, 237, 238; François de La Rochefou-
cauld, 15; John Latrobe, 81–82; Félix Le 
Peletier d’Aunay, 172 (see also Le Peletier 
d’Aunay, Félix); Christian Lesueur 
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(“Bébé”), 10–11, 18, 71, 302; Guillaume 
François Le Trosne, 303; George 
Cornewall Lewis, 310, 314–15, 332;  
Francis Lieber, 71–72, 87 (see also Lieber, 
Francis); John Lingard, 25, 113; literary 
salons, 136–37, 155, 157, 185, 224, 321–23, 
346; Edward Livingston, 34, 56, 96, 
98–99, 118, 129, 131, 159 (see also Living-
ston, Edward); John Locke, 75; Thomas 
Macaulay, 302, 333; Niccòlo Machiavelli, 
166; James Madison, 124, 125; Joseph de 
Maistre, 300; Jacques Mallet du Pan, 300; 
Thomas Robert Malthus, 145; Cotton 
Mather, 121; Étienne Mazureau, 94, 95; 
Joseph McIlvaine, 95; John McLean,  
90; Lord Melbourne, 149, 238; Prosper 
Mérimée, 137; Jules Michelet, 215–16, 
336–37, 339–40; François Mignet, 136, 
334; James Mill, 244; John Stuart Mill, 
150–52, 158–59, 181, 305, 319, 343 (see also 
Mill, John Stuart); comte Molé, 336  
(see also Molé, Louis- Mathieu, comte); 
Charles Mondelet, 67, 68; Dominique 
Mondelet, 67, 68; Michel de Montaigne, 
166; comte de Montalembert, 136, 155,  
157 (see also Montalembert, Charles, 
comte de); Montesquieu, 23, 95, 119, 
120–21, 124, 166, 187, 189, 292, 341; 
Montgomery  lawyer (unnamed), 96; 
Jean- Joseph Mounier, 341; James Mullon, 
64; M. W. Murphy, 156; John Murray, 
149; Jacques Necker, 297, 314; John 
Neilson, 67–68; Harrison Gray Otis, 
71–72; Robert Owen, 224; Blaise Pascal, 
117, 119, 166, 187, 189, 193; Friedrich 
Perthes, 330–31; Plato, 166; Plutarch, 166, 
193, 219; Joel Roberts Poinsett, 96–98, 99; 
John Power, 46, 67; prison inmates, 86; 
Pierre- Joseph Prou dhon, 140, 201, 268, 
270; Louis- Marie Prudhomme, 308; 
François Quesnay, 313; Joseph- Vincent 
Quiblier, 67, 68; Josiah Quincy, 71; 
Quintilian, 15; Jean Racine, 15; Lord 
Radnor, 115–16, 144–45, 149, 213, 332; 

Henry Reeve, 151 (see also Reeve, Henry 
(AT’s translator)); Charles de Rémusat, 
299; Joseph Renauldon, 297; John Revans, 
156; Gabriel Richard, 62; Benjamin W. 
Richards, 84; Samuel Richardson, 10; 
Richard Riker, 41, 47–48; John Roebuck, 
151; Jean- Jacques Rousseau, 54, 119, 121, 
129, 138, 146, 166, 187, 341; Pierre- Paul 
Royer- Collard, 13, 135–37, 166, 170–71,  
172, 199–200 (see also Royer- Collard, 
Pierre- Paul); Richard Rush, 265, 273; 
Charles Augustin Sainte- Beuve, 120, 136, 
137, 138, 310, 347; Henri de Saint- Simon, 
222, 224, 270; George Sand, 266–67; 
Jean- Baptiste Say, 25, 35, 114, 144, 146–47, 
302; Arnold Schefer, 32–33; Walter Scott, 
115; Theodore Sedgwick III, 118; Nassau 
Se nior, 115, 122–23, 146, 147, 148, 151, 229, 
265, 269–70, 282, 302 (see also Se nior, 
Nassau); Emmanuel- Joseph Sieyès,  
341; Adam Smith, 145; B. C. Smith, 56; 
Société pour l’abolition de l’esclavage, 
227; Jared Sparks, 73–75, 82, 98, 121,  
126, 131, 159–60, 230, 299, 346; John C. 
Spencer, 56–57, 98, 126, 144, 160–61, 233, 
272–73; Stendhal, 137; Richard Spring 
Stewart, 84; Joseph Story, 118; Charles 
Sumner, 328, 334, 336; Sofia Swetchine, 
17, 319–20, 321–23; Tacitus, 15; John 
Tanner, 59; Taschereau  family, 67; 
Antoine Thibaudeau, 294; Adolphe 
Thiers, 166–67, 292, 334, 336 (see also 
Thiers, Adolphe); Thomas Aquinas, 166; 
George Ticknor, 71–72, 137, 155; Édouard 
de Tocqueville, 118, 119–20, 124 (see also 
Tocqueville, Édouard de (AT’s  brother)); 
Hervé de Tocqueville, 45, 118, 119–20, 124 
(see also Tocqueville, Hervé de (AT’s 
 father)); The Town Officer, 74–75; Anne 
Robert Jacques Turgot, 302–3, 315;  
US Constitution, 97; US Constitution 
debates, 118; Roberts Vaux, 85; Alban de 
Villeneuve- Bargemont, 145–46, 184; Félix 
de Viville, 174; Constantin- François 
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Tocqueville, Alexis de, influences and 
sources (continued)

 Volney, 35; Voltaire, 219, 314–15; Timothy 
Walker, 90; Robert Walsh, 273; Ferdinand 
Walter, 311; John Winthrop, 121; Samuel 
Wood, 85, 87; Arthur Young, 298

Tocqueville, Édouard de (AT’s  brother): at 
AT’s death, 345; and AT’s marriage, 164; 
Bébé’s counsel to, 18; charity by, 225; 
cholera epidemic, 101; critique of DA I, 
124, 127; draft readings of DA I, 118, 
119–20; inheritance, 164–65;  under  
Louis Napoléon, 289; military  career,  
12; relationship with AT, 284, 289;  
travels with AT to Sicily, 21, 282

— communication with AT, 28, 
43–44, 96, 100, 143, 167, 168, 194, 217, 
283–84, 286

Tocqueville, Émilie de (AT’s sister- in- law), 
57, 164, 165, 318, 342, 343

Tocqueville, Hervé de (AT’s  father): on AT’s 
birth, 3; and AT’s early  career, 31; and 
AT’s marriage, 164; book on Louis XVI, 
339; charity by, 144, 167; communication 
with AT, 69, 74, 90–91, 143, 246, 296; 
critique of DA I, 124; death of, 316; draft 
readings of DA I, 118, 119–20;  family 
property, 9, 313; as mayor, 9–10; as 
member of King’s Chamber, 21–22; as 
prefect, 12–13, 14–15, 22, 127, 305; during 
Reign of Terror (1793–1794), 2–3; rela-
tionship with AT, 284; during revolution 
of 1830, 29; visits with AT, 301, 310

Tocqueville, Hippolyte de (AT’s  brother): 
during AT’s final illness, 343, 344; and 
AT’s marriage, 164; at Cherbourg railroad 
opening, 342; communication with AT, 
284, 285; inheritance, 165; military  career, 
12, 28–29, 242; relationship with AT, 289; 
relation to comte de Bricqueville, 173; 
support for duchesse de Berry, 105; trav el 
with AT in Algeria, 245, 247

Tocqueville, Hubert de (AT’s nephew):  
at AT’s death, 345; communication with 

AT, 11, 18–19, 163, 292, 344; relationship 
with AT, 284

Tocqueville, Louise- Madeleine de (AT’s 
 mother): AT’s birth, 3; during AT’s 
childhood, 10, 12; communication with 
AT, 66, 88; death of, 164–65; property  
of, 9; during Reign of Terror (1793–1794), 
2–3; during revolution of 1830, 29

Tocqueville, Marie de (formerly Mary 
Mottley): AT’s election campaigns, 180, 
203; during AT’s final illness, 343–45; 
communication with AT, 29, 30, 45, 114, 
143, 204, 246, 263–64; draft readings  
of ARFR, 314;  family background, 24;  
as host, 308; marriage to AT, 162–65; 
reaction to Indian Rebellion, 328; re-
lationship with AT, 24, 44–45, 79, 101, 118, 
163–64, 165, 167, 246, 318, 333, 340, 345; 
return to Tocqueville manor, 313; travels 
to Algeria with AT (1846), 252; travels to 
Germany with AT (1854), 310–12; travels 
to Switzerland with AT (1836), 165–67

Tocqueville  family relationships, 284, 289, 318
Tocqueville manor, 9, 25–26, 113–14, 164–65, 

167, 295–96, 313, 318
Tocqueville- Rosanbo  family, 11–12
Todd, Joseph, 61
Tours archives, 303–9
Tracy, Victor Charles Destutt de, 227, 228, 229
Travail sur l’Algérie (AT) (memorandum 

published posthumously), 247, 248, 249
Trevelyan, G. M., 148
Trist, Nicholas Philip, 99
Tristan, Flora, 174
Trollope, Fanny, 89
Turgot, Anne Robert Jacques, 302–3, 315
Turkey, 278. See also Ottoman Empire
Turner, Nat, 98
Two weeks in the wilderness (Quinze jours 

dans le désert) (AT) (published posthu-
mously), 63, 119, 158

Tyler, John, 233, 272
tyranny of the majority, 128–29, 160, 161, 201, 

343
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Ultras: in AT’s  family, 13–14; in power, 15; 
revolution of 1830, 29; university con-
trol, 20

United States: Civil War, 346–50; financial 
panic (1857), 333–34; Franco- American 
relations, 133–34, 276–77; Gettysburg 
cemetery dedication, 348–49; Second 
Bank of the United States, 51, 82–83, 90, 
134; War of 1812, 59. See also Amer i ca; 
Democracy in Amer i ca (1835); Democracy 
in America (1840)

Univers, L’ (newspaper), 215, 218, 220, 323
Urbain, Ismaÿl, 224
Uruguay, 277
US Constitution, 97, 122–25, 271–76

Valognes, France, 172, 177–79, 180, 203–4, 297
Van Buren, Martin, 41, 49
Vaux, Roberts, 85
Veuillot, Louis, 215, 219, 323
Viard, Louis René, 207
Victoria, Queen, 342
Vieillard, Narcisse, 265
Vigny, Alfred de, 153
Villèle, Joseph de, 22
Villemain, Abel- François: Académie fran-

çaise election, 203, 310; critique of DA I, 
140–41; dismissal from university, 295; 
 favor sought from, 168, 336; freedom of 
teaching controversy, 215, 218, 221

Villeneuve- Bargemont, Jean Paul Alban de, 
145–46, 184

Villermé, Louis- René, 184, 225
Vivien, Alexandre- François, 205, 273, 274, 

285–86, 288

Viville, Félix de, 174
Volney, Constantin- François, 35
Voltaire (François Marie Arouet), 219, 314–15

Walker, Timothy, 90
Walnut Street Jail (Pennsylvania), 85
Walsh, Robert, 273
Walter, Ferdinand, 311
Warden, David Bailie, 34
War of 1812 (US), 59
Washington, DC, 98–99
Washington, George, 32, 125
Wattines, Charles de, 54
Wattines, Émilie de, 54
Webster, Daniel, 72, 78
Wellington, Arthur Wellesley, Duke of, 114
Wells, Eleazer Mather Porter, 77
Western State Penitentiary (Pennsylvania), 

89
Wethersfield State Prison (Connecticut), 78
Whately, Richard, archbishop of Dublin, 114
White, Joseph Blanco, 150–51
William II Rufus, 217
Williams, Mary, 61
Williams, Oliver, 61
William the Conqueror, 25
Winthrop, John, 121
 women in Amer i ca: abolitionists, 327; AT’s 

ste reo types of, 44–45; concubines, 95; 
feminists, 191

Wood, Charles, 333
Wood, Samuel, 85, 87

Young, Arthur, 298
Young Left, 224–25, 241, 251, 274, 288
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