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1

1
Daphne

November 23, 1905 Sailed for Daphne Island in the morning . . . ​the 
mate lost the skiff so we had to return to the ship and sail after it; we got 
everything straightened out about 1:30 after capsizing the two other 
boats in a series of maneuvers and landed again at about 2 o’clock.

R ace w it h E x t i nct ion: H er petologica l Fi eld  
Not es of J.  R . Slev i n ’s Jou r n ey to t h e Ga l á pagos,  

1905–1906  (Fr itts a nd Fr itts 1982)

February 5, 1998 There is no anchorage; the volcanic rocks slope 
steeply into the sea and rapidly disappear (Fig. 1.1). Nor is there a beach. 
We land on a barnacle-covered wave-cut platform, very roughly flat and 
measuring little more than one yard by two. A volunteer helper stands 
to receive goods from a crew member of the Pirata at the front of a 
panga (Zodiac) as it rises with the surf and twists with the current. An-
other volunteer, a marine biology student from Guayaquil, Ecuador, is 
halfway up a pockmarked, eight-foot-tall vertical cliff, acting as interme-
diary between his companion at the landing (or me) and Rosemary at 
the top. It’s a crucial position in the chain; the person has to be strong, 
fit, and flexible. Men are not the only ones to have occupied the posi-
tion, but Rosemary and I are now too old to do the whole exercise safely 
by ourselves; that is why we have assistants.
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Seabirds—gulls, boobies, and tropicbirds—fill the air with their 
whiteness and cries. There is movement everywhere. I am perched on 
an adjacent rock to help, as an additional receiver, and all goes well until 
I drop my guard, and the swell gently lifts me up and off my perch with-
out any intention of putting me back there again. It is, after all, an El 
Niño year, and a surf several feet high is to be expected. It is the first time 
this has happened to me and is destined to be the only time.

By the time we have completed the unloading, there will be thirty or 
forty green plastic five-gallon bottles of water (chimbuzos) at the top of 
the cliff, to be shifted to shady shelters and cavelets for protection 
against the sun. The arid little island gives us neither food nor water. The 
chimbuzos will be accompanied by six to ten white metal waterproof 
boxes with our food for a month: rice, cans of tuna, packets of dried 

figure 1.1. Daphne Major landing. Upper left: The wave-cut, barnacle-covered 
platform at low tide; arrows indicate “step.” Lower left: Peter Boag and Laurene 
Ratcliffe leaving Daphne, 1976. Right: Departure when sea is calm (photo  
M. Wikelski). (Upper left and right from Grant and Grant 2014, Fig. 1.3.)
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soup, cookies, sugar, coffee, and powdered milk that is designed for in-
fants elsewhere. A few loaves of bread, a stick of bananas, and a few 
potatoes will be the luxury fresh foods for the first few days. All will 
need to be moved to caves for shelter from the sun.

We put up a shade over an open cave that faces the sea and the island 
from which we have come, Santa Cruz. This will be the kitchen. The 
tent—the bedroom—will go up later on a small patch of semi-flat 
ground next to a large spread of prickly pear cactus perched at the top 
of a steep slope to the sea. We are excited to be back for another field 
season, our twenty-sixth, to study Darwin’s finches that we know so 
well, but we are also very busy setting up camp under the equatorial sun, 
and I have no time to do anything other than register the fact that 
Geospiza scandens 10105, a Common Cactus Finch in his fifteenth year, 
is singing on his cactus bush, as usual.
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Accentor, Alpine, 141
Albatross, 199
Anhinga, 59, 259
Antbird, 238
Apapane, 256

Barbet, 238
Bee-eater, Rainbow, 266
Bird of Paradise, 93, 267
Blackbird, Common, 9
Bluebird, Eastern, 301
Boobies, 2, 125
Booby, Blue-footed, 292
Booby, Brown (Sula leucogaster), 72
Booby, Red-footed, 201
Bowerbird, 93, 272
Bowerbird, Great, 269
Bullfinch, Antilles, 205
Bullfinch (Priolo), Azores, 218
Bustard, Greater, 299
Buzzard, Common, 299

Cacique, Yellow-rumped, 238
Cardinal, Red-capped, 238
Chaffinch, Common, 218
Chaffinch, Tenerife Blue, 211
Chickadee, Black-capped, 64
Chickadee, Rufous-capped, 64
Condor, Andean, 164
Cormorant, Galápagos Flightless, 50, 172–73
Corn Crake, 163–164
Cotingid, 238
Crane, 299

Crane, Sandhill, 302
Crane, Whooping, 302
Creeper, Maui; alauahio, 256
Crow, 225, 272
Cuckoo, 176
Currasow, Salvin’s, 236, 239

Darwin’s finches
Big Bird lineage, 192–95, 218, 229, 

231, 288–89, 292, 310–11
Cocos Finch, Pinaroloxias inornata, 

176
Common Cactus Finch, Geospiza 

scandens, 3, 109–10, 124, 151–52, 
154, 172, 194, 228–29, 231–32, 
289–90, 292

Española Large Cactus Finch, 
Geospiza conirostris, 192, 288

Genovesa Cactus Finch, Geospiza 
propinqua, 123–124

Genovesa Sharp-beaked Ground 
Finch, Geospiza acutirostris, 124

G. fortis: see Medium Ground Finch
G. magnirostris: see Large Ground 

Finch
G. scandens: see Common Cactus 

Finch
Hybrid G. fortis x G. scandens, 151, 

288
Large Ground Finch, Geospiza 

magnirostris, 110, 124, 151, 173, 
194–95, 225, 229–30, 232, 288, 
290, 292
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Darwin’s finches (Continued)
Mangrove Finch, Camarhynchus 

heliobates, 172, 174, 180
Medium Ground Finch, Geospiza 

fortis, 109–10, 113, 115, 151, 154, 
192–95, 228–29, 231–32, 287–89, 
292,

Northern Sharp-beaked Ground 
finch, Geospiza sepentrionalis, 125, 
173–74

Sharp-beaked Ground 
Finch, Geospiza difficilis, 173–75, 
177

Small Ground Finch, Geospiza 
fuliginosa, 109, 151

Vampire Ground finch; see also 
Geospiza septentrionalis,  
125

Vegetarian Finch, Platyspiza 
crassirostris, 290

Warbler Finches, Certhidea fusca 
and C. olivacea, 178–81

Woodpecker Finch, Camarhynchus 
pallidus, 257

Dove, Galápagos, 124

Eagle, 224
Eagle, Bald, 219
Eagle, Bonelli’s, 246
Eagle, Crested, 236, 238
Euphonia, 238

Falcon, 240
Falcon, Peregrine, 201
Finch, Double-barred, 266
Finch, Gouldian, 269
Flamingo, 181
Flycatcher, 47, 176, 269
Flycatcher, European Pied, 130, 227
Flycatcher, Myiarchus, 201
Frigatebird, Greater, 156, 292
Frigatebird, Magnificent, 156, 292
Frogmouth, Tawny, 269
Fulmar, Northern, 277

Goose, Snow, 147
Goshawk, 224
Greenfinch, European, 18, 33, 44
Grouse, Black, 133
Grouse, Blue, 24
Guan, Piping 236, 239
Guan’s, Spix’s, 239
Guillemot, Common, 277
Guillemot, Brünnich’s, 277
Gulls, 2
Gull, Ivory, 277
Gull, Lava, 120, 228
Gull, Swallowtail, 120
Gyrfalcon, 34, 216

Hawk, 237
Hawk, Galápagos, 120–21, 180
Heron, 59, 219
Heron, Lava, 120
Hoatzin, 236–240
Honeycreepers, 256, 266, 269
Honeycreeper, Crested: akahoekohe, 256–57
Hummingbirds, 75, 298
Hummingbird, Sword-billed, 210

Ibis, 266
Iiwi, 256

Jacamar, 238
Jackdaw, 136
Jay, 238
Jay, Green, 302
Junco, Volcano, 298
Junglefowl, 139

Kakapo, 50, 164
Kingfisher, 93, 265
Kite, Black, 225, 266
Kite, Swallow-tailed, 238
Kookaburra, Blue-winged, 265, 269

Lapwing, Masked, 266
Limpkin, 59
Linnet, Common, 31, 44, 103
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Logrunner, 265, 271
Lyrebird, 265, 271

Macaw, Scarlet (Ara macao), 238–39
Magpie-lark, 266
Manakin, 236
Manakin, Pygmy, 238
Martin, 176
Meadowlark, 52
Megapode, 266
Merganser, Common, 301
Minivet, 141
Mockingbird, Galápagos, 124, 290
Myna, Common, 255

Night Heron, Yellow-crowned, 120
Nightjar, 269
Nunbird, 238
Nuthatches, Rock, 100–01

Oropendola, Green, 238
Osprey, 266
Owl, Great Gray, 261
Owl, Short-eared, 35
Owl, Ural, 261

Parrot, 50, 75, 238
Parrot, Pionites melanocephala, 239
Parrot, Yellow-headed; Amazona ochro-

cephala, 75, 239
Parrotbill, Maui; kiwikiu, 256–57
Peacock and Peahen, 139
Pelican, 200
Penguin, 172, 181
Petrel, Hawaiian, 175
Pigeon, Plumbeous, 237
Pintail duck, Galápagos, 120
Pitta, 273
Pitta, Rainbow, 267, 270
Plover, Eurasian Golden, 35, 277
Potoo, 270
Ptarmigan, Common, 35, 277
Puffbird, 238
Puffin, Common, 216, 277

Quail, Common, 30–31
Quelea, 255
Quetzal, Resplendent, 298

Raven, Common, 188,
Razorbill, 277
Rhea, Greater, 111
Rhea, Lesser, 111
Riflebird, Paradise, 271
Ring Ouzel, 17
Roadrunner, Greater, 55, 302
Robin, European, 51, 267
Rosella, 272

Sandpiper, Purple, 31
Serin, 183
Shrike, Great Gray, 30
Skimmer, Black, 147
Snipe, Common, 163
Solitaire, Brown-backed, 71, 74
Sparrow, 80, 272
Sparrow, Song, 66, 227
Spoonbill, Roseate, 302
Starling, 255, 272
Stone-curlew, Bush, 266
Swallow, 9
Swift, 38, 237

Tanager, 205, 234
Tanager, Paradise, 238
Teal, Blue-Winged, 64
Teal, Cinnamon, 64
Tern, Fairy, 255
Thrush Nightingale, 163
Thrush, Clay-Colored, 302
Thrush, Song, 9
Tinamou, 237
Tit, Great, 131
Toucan, 236–37
Tropicbirds, 2
Twite, 31

Vulture, Bearded, 248
Vulture, Egyptian, 248
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Vulture, European Black, 248
Vulture, Griffons, 248

Wagtail, Japanese, 225
Wallcreeper, 164
Warblers, 47, 161
Warbler, Blue-winged, 256
Warbler, Common Grasshopper,  

163

Warbler, River, 163
Warbler, Seychelles, 227
Waterbirds, 66, 147, 258
Whimbrel, Eurasian, 35
Whinchat, 261
Whipbird, 265, 271
Wood Quail, Spotted, 298
Woodcreeper, 237
Wren, 238, 298




