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IntroductIon (1990)

this outline of  the life of  Aristotle is not the work of  a professional his-
torian of  the ancient world, only the fruit of  the reflections of  a scholar 
of  the history of  ancient philosophy; and it was born out of  the need 
felt by the author to get his ideas clear when he was faced with a quan-
tity of  biographical reports, affirmations, and anecdotes often repeated 
but not always reliable. Historians with expertise in this period will not 
find much to learn from these pages, but my fellow “philosophers” or, 
better, “historians of  philosophy,” may perhaps find it useful to have in 
hand a brief  sketch and a general interpretation of  the available histori-
cal data about Aristotle. this reconstruction, like any other, is burdened 
by personal prejudices, historical conditioning, and limitations of  every 
sort. But perhaps it is good that readers have an overall picture in front 
of  them to discuss, and perhaps refute, rather than a series of  dubious 
data and conflicting reports.

At a general level, perhaps, one might wonder whether a reconstruc-
tion of  this sort does, after all is said and done, serve any useful purpose, 
or whether it is instead a futile exercise. there are some who have urged 
this doubt; for example, George Steiner, in the course of  reviewing a 
biography of  Wittgenstein (London Review of  Books, 23 June 1988), won-
dered why in the world people feel the need to write biographies of  
philosophers. Husserl, he recalls, “believed that a philosophical argu-
ment was worth considering only if  it aspired to the universality, to the 
truth- conditions of  the anonymous.” And Jonathan Barnes maintained, 
in his preface to The Presocratic Philosophers (1979), that “philosophy lives 
a supracelestial life, beyond the confines of  space and time; and if  phi-
losophers are, perforce, small spatio- temporal creatures, a minute atten-
tion to their small spatio- temporal concerns will more often obfuscate 
than illumine their philosophies.” to an Italian reader such as myself, 
these statements appear rather paradoxical, even if  their caution is per-
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haps justified by certain excessively daring historical reconstructions of  
the lives of  ancient philosophers. Located at the other end, both cul-
tural and geographical, are the ideas of  those who think it impossible 
to explain and expound correctly the life of  an ancient philosopher such 
as Aristotle without taking into account the entirety of  his life and the 
dramatic events that make it up (for a russian example, see Losev and 
takho- Godi 1982, p. 11).

Perhaps it is banal to say so, but very probably the truth lies in the 
middle. A truly serious biography, Steiner maintains, should seek to 
make the biographical data correspond with the work of  the philoso-
pher, and to draw from this attempt the grounds of  its legitimation; 
and yet completing a project of  this sort, with a vision of  the connec-
tions between life and theory that is both analytic and intuitive, would 
“require something like genius” and “demand formidable authority.” 
Linking the biographical events of  a philosopher with the special char-
acteristics of  his thought is therefore an undertaking as difficult as it is 
fascinating.

Where Aristotle is concerned, one illustrious example of  an ambi-
tious attempt to produce a biography that connects life and theory 
is that of  Werner Jaeger, in his Aristoteles (1923). Jaeger combined an 
account of  Aristotle’s life with a description of  the evolution of  his 
thought, from time to time halting the narrative of  historical events and 
personal stories in order to provide a panoramic overview of  Aristotle’s 
thought in each particular phase of  his life and spiritual evolution. the 
very remarkable allure and the impressive compactness of  Jaeger’s book, 
which remains a classic in the field even though many of  its hypotheses 
are no longer accepted, derive from its original structure and from the 
application to Aristotle’s works of  the concept of  “spiritual evolution,” 
more than from any actual discovery of  a strictly historical- biographical 
nature. But in the case of  Jaeger the whole appears to be much more 
significant than the sum of  its parts, and his work, together with that 
of  düring (which I will discuss later), remains a model to keep in mind.

In general, however, reconstructions of  the life of  Aristotle do not 
set themselves such ambitious goals. Speaking in very broad terms, one 
could say that academic historians are disposed, in general, to believe 
many of  the anecdotal accounts offered us by ancient authors, and their 
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writings tend to accept what is found in sources from Hellenistic and 
roman times, such as Plutarch and Aulus Gellius; on the other hand, the 
studies of  philologists and of  historians of  philosophy, who are more 
critical and diffident, cast doubt on the greater part of  the data and tra-
ditional reports. the pictures that result are very different. Moreover, 
certain aspects of  Aristotle’s life, such as his relations with Alexander 
the Great or his link with Hermias, are at times treated by the same 
author in a contradictory manner, and it sometimes happens that we see 
attributed to the same historical figure the most contrasting positions.

While I do not set myself  the objective of  successfully resolving 
all these problems and these impasses in research, I have sought to 
make a summary of  the situation, get to the bottom of  certain doubts, 
and correct a few misunderstandings. My reconstruction starts off with 
ambitions far more modest than the requirements set out by Steiner, 
although it has no intention to be limited to a series of  anecdotes and 
curious stories about the life and the personality of  an ancient phi-
losopher.

In my view, the interest to be taken in an investigation into the biog-
raphy of  Aristotle, as with the biography of  Plato or of  other figures 
of  the ancient world, lies principally in the paradigmatic value of  their 
intellectual experience. With Aristotle, in my view, a new cultural type 
was born, a model of  the wise man different from that of  his predeces-
sors, and especially different from the sages who have been called the 
“Presocratics”; and a new style of  philosophical reflection was worked 
out, the impact of  which on European culture in all the centuries that 
followed would be very difficult to overestimate. What I am interested in 
doing here is to reconstruct as well as possible the historical features of  
this new intellectual figure, and to determine its specific characteristics.

In the reconstruction of  these historical events I shall not concern 
myself  directly with the content of  Aristotle’s thought; its birth and its 
development will be understood in a more global context, by means of  
a comparison with the philosophical discussions of  the school of  Plato 
and the influences of  other cultural currents of  his time. In this sense 
my research is lacking and insufficient, but it is impossible to proceed 
otherwise, given the enormous difficulty and the great complexity of  
this material. A major contribution to the delineation of  the intellectual 
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figure of  Aristotle was made by Berti (1989), whose conclusions should 
be kept in mind, particularly when reading section 10 of  chapter 1 of  
this book.

In working out this endeavor, the results of  the work of  Ingemar 
düring (in particular düring 1957) have been of  precious guidance to me, 
as he analyzes the general trends, the prejudices, and the assumptions 
tacitly underlying the various biographical information on Aristotle; 
today the fruits of  his investigations are an essential point of  departure, 
even though, as we shall see, the logic of  our endeavor has led me at 
times to an approach that is rather more constructive.

In the first three chapters of  the present work I have started off by 
going back to the ancient sources, rather than the scholarly status quaes-
tionis; and I have instead devoted the whole of  chapter 4 of  the present 
study to a delineation of  the panorama of  biographic research on Aris-
totle from the time of  Zeller to the present. In the first three chapters I 
have not failed to keep in mind the results of  the critical debate, at least 
of  most of  it, but I have undertaken first and foremost to re- read the 
texts, and have attempted to reconstruct a coherent picture of  the life 
and of  the intellectual personality of  the philosopher by making use of  
the most reliable facts or, if  not those, of  the least uncertain ones. In 
order to give my readers some tools with which to check up on what I 
am going to be saying, I thought it a good idea to provide for them, in 
my own Italian translation, most of  the data and most of  the texts upon 
which I base my reconstruction.

Carlo Natali 
PAduA, 1990
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Persons. All those ancient persons who are historically significant are indexed here; those 
whose only significance is historiographical (e.g. Apollodorus, diogenes Laertius) are 
excluded, and indexed instead in the index of  sources. Those persons who are histori-
cally significant and are also authors of  works that are sources of  evidence (e.g. Plato, 
Isocrates, Theophrastus) are indexed in both indexes.

Places. Place names that indicate locations of  events are indexed (e.g. Athens, Zereia). 
To each geographical entry are appended cross- references to all persons from that 
place, e.g. from Athens, Macedonia, or Stagira. Place names that occur only as parts 
of  personal names, e.g. Abdera (home of  Anaxarchus) and Zelea (home of  nicagoras), 
are entirely excluded.

Abbreviation: A = Aristotle

Achilles, in A’s Hymn to Virtue, 35
Aeschines of  Sphettus, earned income 

from writing, 65
Agnonides, accused Theophrastus of  

impiety, 173n56
Ajax, in A’s Hymn to Virtue, 35
Alcidamas, teacher of  rhetoric, 18
Alcimedon of  Aegina, member of  family 

of  wrestlers, 68
Alexander “the Great” of  Macedonia, 

12– 13, 47, 56, 60– 61, 143, 146, 166n106, 
167n115, 180n40; and Anaxarchus, 43, 
54; A’s involvement in his death?, 54, 
55, 167n115; A’s letters to Alexander?, 
46, 123– 124, 134; and callisthenes, 
16, 49, 52– 54, 60, 165n103; expedition 
to Asia of, 16, 43, 47, 51, 128, 154n15, 
164n92; gifts to xenocrates and Anax-
imenes from, 166n107; and nicanor, 
12– 13, 154n15; his relations with A, 3, 
7, 43– 44, 49– 51, 52– 55, 58, 61, 122, 128, 
131, 133, 134, 135, 137, 138, 139, 140, 
143, 154n16, 166n107, 168n130; tutored 
by A, 32– 33, 42– 46, 134, 135, 141, 143, 
145, 163nn83 and 84, 164n87

Alexandria (egypt): caracalla’s expulsion 
of  philosophers from, 55; library of, 

xiii, 101– 103, 150, 175n4; neoplatonic 
school in, 90, 147

Alexinus of  elis, student of  eubulides, 
attacked A, 43, 131, 156n31, 178n17

Ambracis, slave freed in Aristotle’s will, 
169n134

Ammonius, son of  Hermias of  Alexan-
dria, 90

Amphiclides of  Sounion, father of  
Sophocles, 91– 92

Amynomachus, mentioned in the will of  
epicurus, 173n47

Amyntas III of  Macedonia, employed A’s 
father nicomachus as court physi-
cian, 9

Anaxagoras of  clazomenae, philosopher, 
foreigner in Athens, 64, 70, 73, 157n38

Anaxarchus of  Abdera, philosopher, 
travelled with Alexander to Asia, 43, 
54, 165n104

Anaximenes of  Lampsacus, received gifts 
from Alexander, 166n107

Andronicus of  rhodes, published an edi-
tion of  A’s works, 50, 89, 101, 103, 134, 
147, 149, 175n5

Andros (Aegean island), Stagira as a 
colony of ?, 6, 11
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anonymous corinthian farmer, attracted 
to philosophy by Plato’s Gorgias, 
156n30

Anticles, student of  Isocrates, 168n130
Antigonus I of  Macedonia, defeated 

Polyperchon with nicanor in 318, 13
Antimoerus of  Mende, student of  Pro-

tagoras, 82, 155n28
“Antinoous,” corruption of  Antipater, 

166n111
Antipater of  Macedonia, general, 12– 13, 

143, 167n115; A’s letters to, 38, 83, 122; 
executor of  A’s will, 12, 60, 154n14; 
killed Himeraios/Himeraius, 59, 125, 
154n17, 166nn111 and 112; poisoned 
Alexander?, 55

Antisthenes of  Athens, Socratic philoso-
pher, 44, 163n84, 168n131

Apellicon of  Teos, Peripatetic philoso-
pher, published editions of  A’s works 
“full of  errors” and a book on Aristotle 
and Hermias, 37, 103, 133, 147, 150

Arcesilaus of  Pitane, Academic philoso-
pher, served as ambassador for Athens, 
58

Archias of  Thurii, the “exile hunter,” 
captured Himeraius, 166n112

Arimneste, putative sister of  Arimnestus, 
154n11

Arimnestus, brother of  Aristotle, 11
Aristides of  Athens, pension given to his 

descendants, 14
Aristippus of  cyrene, earned money by 

lecturing, 65, 168n131
Ariston of  ceos, successor of  Lyco as 

head of  Peripatetic school, 93, 126
Aristonicus of  Marathon, anti- 

Macedonian associate of  Himeraius 
and Hyperides, killed by Antipater, 
166n112

Aristotle, son of  Pythia, grandson of  
A, 89

Aristotle of  Stagira, his biography, 
chapter 1; institutional aspects of  his 
school, chapter 2; internal organization 
of  his school, chapter 3; historiography 
of, chapter 4

Aristoxenus of  Tarentum, student of  A, 
accused A of  competing with Plato?, 
20– 21, 131, 178nn17 and 20

Artemon, published a collection of  A’s 
letters, 133, 147, 179n26

Asia. See Alexander, s.v. expedition to 
Asia of

Assos (Troad), city controlled by Her-
mias, 34, 36– 37, 160n61; sojourn of  A 
in, 7, 39– 42, 53, 89, 118, 126, 139, 141, 
158n41; sojourn of  callisthenes in?, 
53; sojourn of  coriscus and erastus in, 
34, 38– 39, 40– 41, 89, 118, 147, 162nn75 
and 79; sojourn of  Theophrastus in?, 
42, 163n81; sojourn of  xenocrates in?, 
33, 160n57, 162n75

Astyanax, trustee of  the estate of  Lyco, 
93

Atarneus (Troad), home of  A’s adoptive 
father Proxenus, 11, 33, 36, 154n12, 
155n29; seat of  government of  Her-
mias, xviii, 17, 31, 34– 36, 41, 160n61, 
161n66. See also eubulus; Hermias; 
Proxenus

Athens (Attica), 6– 7, 13– 14, 46, 48, 
77– 78, 81– 82, 101– 102, 133, 156n31, 
160n61, 177n1; first departure of  A 
from, 31– 32, 33, 51, 139, 143, 162n74; 
first sojourn of  A in, xvii, 17– 31, 96, 
101, 134, 136, 159n50; second depar-
ture of  A from, xiv, 11, 60– 64, 132, 
143, 145, 167n117, 168n133; second 
sojourn of  A in, xvii, 50, 55– 60, 71, 81, 
104, 124– 125, 136, 139, 141, 142– 144, 
150– 151, 158n41, 165n96. See also An-
tisthenes; Aristides; cercops; conon; 
critias; demochares; demophilus; 
demosthenes; Hyperides; Isocrates; 
Lycurgus; nicias; Phocion; Pisistratus; 
Plato; Polemon; Potone; Pythodorus; 
Socrates; Solon; Speusippus; Timo-
theus; xenophon

Attica (Greek peninsula): affected by war 
between cassander and Polyperchon, 
13; expulsion of  philosophers f rom, 
91; first Athenian sojourn of  A in, 
18, 19

Axiothea, female student of  Plato, 
155n30

Bagoas, and Hermias of  Atarneus, 35
Bryon of  chios, his epigram against A, 

xii, 36
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callinus, literary executor of  Lyco, 175n3
callinus, member of  Peripatetic commu-

nity, mentioned in will of  Theophras-
tus, 7, 86, 87, 155n22

callippus, student of  Isocrates, 168n130
callisthenes, member of  Peripatetic 

community, mentioned in will of  
Theophrastus, 87, 155n22

callisthenes of  olynthus, nephew of  A, 
16, 45, 49, 52– 55, 90, 147– 148, 154n16, 
165nn98– 106; accompanied Alexander 
to Asia, 51, 52– 53; collaborated with 
A on Pythian chronology, 53, 60, 124, 
165n101; heroic portrait of  Hermias 
by, 34, 36, 37, 132– 133

caracalla, expelled “Aristotelian” philoso-
phers from Alexandria, 55

cassander of  Macedonia, son of  Anti-
pater, 13, 48

cephalus, metic respected in Athens, 20
cephisodorus, eponymous Athenian 

archon of  323/322 Bce, 61
cephisodorus, student of  Isocrates, 

wrote a work attacking A, xvii, xviii, 9, 
25, 26, 131, 147– 148, 158n44, 178nn17 
and 19

cercops, founder of  Athens, 153
chalcedon (Bithynia), city near Assos, 

home of  xenocrates, 33. See also 
xenocrates

chalcidian peninsula (Thrace), 6, 7, 17. 
See also Methone; olynthus; Stagira

chalcis (euboea), last residence of  
A, xiv– xv, 15, 60– 64, 132, 167n117, 
169n134; school of  A in?, 63, 81, 85, 
167n123; settlement of  Stagira by 
colonists from, 8, 11

chares, slave and beneficiary of  Lyco, 
175n3

charmantides, student of  Isocrates, 
168n130

charmides, uncle of  Plato, 69
chios (Aegean island), animosity of  

chians toward A, 132. See also Bryon; 
Panionius; Theocritus

chrysippus of  cnidus, teacher of  
Metrodorus (husband of  A’s daughter 
Pythia), 15

cilicia (southern Asia Minor), site of  
battles with Persians, 10

citium (cyprus), location of  astronomi-
cal observations of  eudoxus, 24. See 
also Zeno

clearchus of  Soli: commentaries on 
Plato by, 100; dialogue between A and 
a Jew recounted by, 126

cnidus (caria), location of  astronomical 
observations of  eudoxus, 24. See also 
chrysippus; eudoxus

conon of  Athens, father of  Timotheus, 
168n130

conon of  Athens, rented fancy room to 
Lyco, 94

coriscus of  Scepsis, Academic philoso-
pher, colleague of  A at Assos, father 
of  neleus, 38– 39, 41, 89, 102, 118, 147, 
162nn75 and 79

crates, cynic philosopher, 13, 65; wife 
and brother- in- law also philosophers, 
69

critias of  Athens, Plato’s uncle, 69, 
161n68

damotimus of  olynthus, father of  cal-
listhenes, 53, 60

delphi (central Greece): location of  A’s 
monument to Hermias, 36; location 
of  monument honoring A for his work 
on Pythian victors, 59– 60, 63, 124, 146; 
oracle advising A to study with Plato, 
11, 128, 156n30

demaratus, member of  Peripatetic 
community, mentioned in will of  
Theophrastus, 87

demetrius of  Phalerum, Peripatetic 
philosopher, xiv, 13, 51– 52, 91, 147, 
149, 166n112; comments on fate of  
empires by, 48– 49; favorable treatment 
of  philosophers by, 13, 91, 155n19; 
friend of  nicanor 13, 17, 154n17; and 
library of  Alexandria, 101, 103, 175n4; 
and Theophrastus, 17, 58, 85, 90

demetrius I “Poliorcetes” of  Macedonia, 
expelled philosophers from Athens, 91

demochares of  Athens, politician, 
nephew of  demosthenes, attacked A, 
6– 7, 32, 50, 91– 92, 162n76, 167n117, 
171n21, 179n22

democritus of  Abdera, philosopher, 
teacher of  Anaxarchus, 43, 165n104
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demophilus of  Athens, indicted A for 
impiety, 62, 167n122

demosthenes of  Athens, politician, 8, 
31, 61; on Hermias, 33, 52; uncle of  
demochares, 6, 91

demotimus, member of  Peripatetic 
community, mentioned in will of  
Theophrastus, 87, 155n22

dicaearchus of  Messana, student of  A, 
xiv, xix, 23, 117, 131, 162n78, 165n106, 
179n22

dinomachus, stonecarver at delphi, 60
diogenes of  Sinope, cynic philosopher, 

65, 69, 163n84
dion of  Syracuse, student of  Plato, 141
diotrephes, eponymous Athenian archon 

of  384/383 Bce, 8

egypt (Africa): egyptian astronomical 
observations, 158n40; egyptian kings 
and Peripatetic philosophers, 101, 102; 
freedom of  egyptian priests to study 
mentioned by A, 75

elis (Peloponnese), a location of  Men-
edemus’s studies, 156n31. See also 
Alexinus; Hippias

empedocles of  Agrigentum, 64, 99, 
159n34; his opinions treated by A as 
reputable, 97, 157n38

epicrates, comic playwright, ridiculed 
Plato, 25, 158n42

epicurus of  Samos, philosopher, 63, 85, 
102, 123, 147, 150, 163n82, 173n47, 
177n9; attacked A, 9– 11, 132, 153n8, 
178n17

epiketas of  Thera, established a founda-
tion, 90, 171n28

erasistratus, teacher of  medical philoso-
phy to Metrodorus (husband of  A’s 
daughter Pythia), 15

erastus of  Scepsis, Academic philoso-
pher, colleague of  A at Assos, 34, 
38– 39, 41, 102, 118, 147, 162nn75 and 
79

eretria (city on euboea): location of  
school of  Menedemus, 156n31; treaty 
with Hermias, 39. See also Lamprus; 
Menedemus

euboea (island north of  Attica), contain-
ing chalcis and eretria, 60

euboulus, eponymous Athenian archon 
of  345/344 Bce, xvii, 32– 33, 156n34

eubulides of  Miletus, teacher of  Alexi-
nus, 43, 156n31; attacked A, 9, 131, 
161n70, 178n17, 179nn21 and 22

eubulus of  Atarneus, master of  Hermias, 
mentioned by A, 36, 37

euclides of  Megara, school of, 156n31
eudemus of  rhodes, Peripatetic philoso-

pher, 63, 102
“eudoxus,” corruption of  euboulus, 

Athenian archon of  345/344 Bce, xiii, 
xvi– xvii, 17, 19, 156n34

eudoxus of  cnidus, philosopher and sci-
entist, 19, 22, 24, 130, 157n35, 169n135

eumelus, compared A to Socrates, 133, 
167n117, 168n127

eunomus, student of  Isocrates, 168n130
euphorion of  Sicyon, decree withdrawn, 

167n124
euripides, renowned book collector, 

101, 103
eurymedon, hierophant and accuser 

(with demophilus) of  A, 62
evaenetus, eponymous Athenian archon 

of  335/34 Bce, 55

favorinus: comparison of  A to Socrates 
by, 133, reported that A bought Speu-
sippus’s books, 97

Glaucon, Plato’s brother, 169n138
Gryllion, sculptor mentioned in A’s will, 

12
Gryllus, son of  xenophon, encomia in-

spired by his death in 362, 51, 159n53

Hermarchus of  Mytilene (Lesbos), 
epicurean philosopher, successor of  
epicurus, 158n47

Hermias of  Alexandria, related to Syri-
anus, father of  Ammonius, 90, 111

Hermias of  Atarneus, 31– 42 passim; 
agent and accomplice of  Philip, 33, 
42, 143, 162n74; hostility of  Athenians 
toward, 160n58; relationship with 
A, 3, 11, 33, 37, 52, 61, 128, 131, 132, 
133, 138, 140, 143, 160n58, 161nn64 
and 69; patron of  A, coriscus, and 
erastus at Assos, 31– 32, 34, 38– 39, 41, 



• Index of  Persons and Places • 215 

89, 139, 147, 160n61, 161nn75 and 79; 
relative of  Pythia, wife of  A, 14, 16, 
38, 161nn70 and 71, 179n22; sojourn in 
Athens?, 38– 39, 160n61, 162n72; sub-
ject of  callisthenes’s treatise, 37, 53, 
132– 133; subject of  eubulides’s book, 
131; target of  epigram of  Theocritus, 
36; topic of  A’s “hymn” and epigram, 
xviii, 35– 36, 37– 38, 61– 62, 90, 121, 
161n64, 179n22

Hermotimus of  Pedasa, castrated,  
revenged himself  in Atarneus,  
161n66

Hero, female cousin of  Aristotle, 165n99
Herpyllis of  Stagira, companion of  A, 

mentioned in his will, 7, 15– 16, 153n6, 
169n134

Hesiod, his poetry discussed in the 
Lyceum, 110

Himeraios (probably identical with 
Himeraius, below), opposed decree 
honoring A, killed by Antipater, 59, 125

Himeraius of  Phalerum, brother of  
demetrius, anti- Macedonian associate 
of  Hyperides and Aristonicus, killed by 
Antipater, 154n17, 166n112

Himerius, student of  Iamblichus, 90
Hipparchia, cynic philosopher, her hus-

band and brother also philosophers, 69
Hipparchus, member of  Peripatetic com-

munity, trustee of  will of  Theophras-
tus, 86– 87, 89, 155n22

Hippias of  elis, his “boasting” recalled by 
Plato, 168n130

Homer: Alexander’s edition of  Iliad, 
164n87; his poetry discussed in the 
Lyceum, 110; as a source of  A’s biology, 
42, 176n9

Hyperides of  Athens, anti- Macedonian 
associate of  Himeraius and Aristoni-
cus, killed by Antipater, 166n112

Iamblichus of  chalcis, teacher of  grand-
son Iamblichus II, 90; perhaps cited a 
neoplatonist Ptolemy, 128

Iamblichus II, student of  grandfather 
Iamblichus, 90

Isocrates of  Athens, philosopher and 
teacher, 22, 57, 148, 156n32, 159n53, 
167n122, 171n21, 177n1, 178n19; A’s 

allusion to, 76– 77, 170n17; as paid 
teacher, 18, 26, 64, 119, 168nn129– 131; 
pro- Macedonian stance of, 46– 47, 52, 
150, 164n90; on public readings of  
books, 109– 111; rivalry with A, 27– 28, 
137, 158n50, 164n94, 179n27; rivalry 
with Academy over Alexander, 44, 145, 
179n27; teacher of  cephisodorus, xviii, 
25, 131, 178n19

Lacritus of  Phaseli, rhetoric teacher of  
Archias, 166n112

Lamprus of  eretria, teacher of  Aristo- 
xenus, 178n20

Larensis, P. Livius, renowned book col-
lector, 101

Leonidas of  Macedonia, chief  preceptor 
of  Alexander the Great, 163n84

Lesbos (Aegean island): home of  Phanias 
and Praxiphanes, 47; sojourn of  A in, 
41- 42. See also Hermarchus; Mytilene; 
Phanias; Praxiphanes; Theophrastus

Lyco, adopted son and executor of  Lyco 
of  Troas, 93

Lyco, son of  Lyco (above), grandson of  
Lyco of  Troas, 93

Lyco of  Tarentum, Pythagorean philoso-
pher, attacked A, 14, 132, 167n117, 
178n17

Lyco of  Troas, Peripatetic philosopher: 
library of, 175n3; as scholarch of  Ly-
ceum, 58, 81, 92– 94, 118, 126, 171n24, 
172nn32 and 36, 174n63

Lycos, eponymous hero of  Lyceum, 117
Lycurgus of  Athens, founder of  Lyceum, 

117; assisted xenocrates, 155n19
Lysimachus of  Acharnania, vice- 

preceptor of  Alexander the Great, 
163n84; expelled philosophers from his 
kingdom, 91

Lysitheides, student of  Isocrates, 168n130

Macedonia: A not a subject of, 6, 154n10; 
A’s biological observations in, 41, 51, 
141; A’s opinions about, 47; sojourn of  
A in, 42– 52, 155n29, 162n74, 165n95. 
See also Alexander; Amyntas III; 
Antigonus I; Antipater; cassander; de-
metrius I; Leonidas; Mieza; nicanor; 
Pella; Philip II; Polyperchon
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Machaon, Asclepiad ancestor of  A, 8, 
153n7

Megara, location of  school of  euclides, 
156n31. See also euclides; Stilpo

Melanthes, member of  Peripatetic 
community, relative of  Theophrastus, 
mentioned in his will, 87, 89, 155n22

“Memnon,” corruption of  Mentor of  
rhodes, 160n61

Menaechmus, “defeated” by A, 166n114
Menedemus of  eretria, cynic philoso-

pher, 64– 65; served as ambassador for 
Athens, 58; studied in Athens, Megara, 
and elis, 156n31; taught in eretria, 
156n31; taught while strolling, 119

Menippus of  Gadara, cynic philosopher, 
64

Mentor of  rhodes, captured Hermias, 
35, 37, 40, 160n61

Methone (chalcidian peninsula), near 
Stagira, 6

Metrocles of  Maronea, cynic philoso-
pher: gospel of  poverty of, 65; his sister 
and brother- in- law also philosophers, 
69

Metrodorus, husband of  A’s daughter 
Pythia, 15

Mieza (Macedonia), alleged location of  
A’s teaching of  Alexander, 42– 43

Mnaseas of  citium, father of  Zeno, 
81– 82

Myrmex, a boy, student of  A, 81
Mytilene (Lesbos): site of  a school of  A?, 

42, 163n82, 180n39; sojourn of  A in, 
32– 33, 42, 53. See also Hermarchus

nausigenes, eponymous Athenian 
archon of  368/367 Bce, 17, 19

neleus of  Scepsis, son of  coriscus, 38, 
89; inherited Theophrastus’s library, 
86– 87, 89, 101– 102; library of, 101– 
103, 150; member of  Lyceum, 87, 89, 
155n22, 173n51

nicagoras of  Zelea, wizard known as 
“Hermes,” 43, 164n85

nicanor of  Stagira, son of  Proxenus, 12, 
154n11; ally of  Phocion, 13; executor 
of  A’s will, 12, 15, 81, 154n15; f riend 
of  demetrius, 13, 17, 154n17; killed by 
cassander, 13; Macedonian general, 

12– 13; married A’s daughter, 14– 15; 
stepbrother and adopted son of  A, 
12, 124

nicias of  Athens, established a founda-
tion on delos, 84

nicippus, member of  Peripatetic com-
munity, mentioned in will of  Theo-
phrastus, 87, 155n22

nicocles of  cyprus, gave lavishly to 
Isocrates, 177n1

nicomachus, son of  A: mentioned in A’s 
will, 12, 15– 16, 86, 155n20; Theophras-
tus as guardian of, 15, 155n25

nicomachus of  Stagira, father of  A, 6, 
8– 9, 59– 60, 153n7, 154n10; physician, 
8– 9, 153n7

numenius of  Apamea, source for calum-
nies against A, 134– 135

olympia (Peloponnese): location where 
nicanor declared the divinity of  Alex-
ander, 12– 13, 154n15; near Scillus, 
84; olympic victors studied by A?, 
165n101

olynthus (chalcidian peninsula) near 
Stagira, surrendered to Philip, 6– 7, 
31– 32, 50, 53. See also callisthenes; 
damotimus

onesicritus of  Astipaleia, cynic philoso-
pher, 163n84

onetor, student of  Isocrates, 168n130

Pancreon, member of  Peripatetic com-
munity, relative of  Theophrastus, 
mentioned in his will, 87, 89, 155n22

Pandion, father of  hero Lycos, 117
Panionius of  chios, castrator of  boys, 

161n66
Parmenides, in Plato’s Parmenides, 109
Pella (Macedonia), location of  court of  

the Macedonians, 143, 145
Pergamum (Aeolis), location of  library 

of  Attalid kings, 103
Persia: fall of  empire to Alexander, 47– 49, 

52– 54, 162n74, 167n94; and Philip II, 
46, 51; place of  death of  Hermias, 33– 
37, 160n61, 161n66

Phaestis, mother of  A, 6, 8
Phanias of  eresus (Lesbos), student of  A, 

42; letter from Theophrastus to,  110
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Philip of  opus, student of  Plato: as 
astronomer, 23; as meteorologist, 24

Philip II, ruler of  Macedonia, 42, 46, 53, 
179n21; alliance with Hermias, 33, 36,  
52, 143; collaborations with A, 6– 7, 50– 
51, 59, 136, 143, 164n94; engagement 
of  A as tutor of  Alexander, 32– 33, 
42– 43, 51, 143, 179n27; invasion of  
chalcidian peninsula, 6– 7, 31, 50, 53, 
153n3; relations with A, 128, 131, 134, 
138, 145, 179n22

Philomelus, student of  Isocrates, 168n130
Philonides, student of  Isocrates, 168n130
Philoxenus of  cythera, his Banquet men-

tioned by Aristotle, 96, 169n136
Phocion of  Athens, politician allied with 

nicanor, 13
Pisistratus of  Athens, renowned book 

collector, 101
Plato of  Athens
— Plato as teacher of  Aristotle: A’s 

activities in the Academy, xviii, 23– 25 
(astronomy), 25– 26, 104 (collecting 
proverbs), 25, 108– 109 (conceptual 
analysis), 30– 31, 104 (dialectic), 20, 
96, 157n38 (reading), 26– 29, 149– 150 
(rhetoric); A’s arrival in the Academy, 
xiii, xvii, 9, 11,17– 19, 69, 81, 128, 
133,149, 156n34; A’s departure after 
Plato’s death, 31– 32, 139; portrayal of  
A in Parmenides?, 21

— Plato as viewed by Aristotle: A’s feelings 
about Plato himself, xvi, 20– 23, 121, 
130, 142, 145, 160n57, 178n20, 179n22; 
A’s opinions of  Plato’s thought, 22– 23, 
98– 100, 139, 140, 157n39

— Plato and other people: Axiothea, 
155n30; corinthian farmer, 156n30; 
coriscus and erastus, 38– 41; Hermias, 
38– 41, 160n61, 161n72; Hippias, 
168n130; Isocrates, 44, 148; his 
own family, 69, 70, 159n55, 161n68, 
169n138; Macedonian “barbarians,” 47; 
Protagoras and Antimoerus, 82, 119, 
155n28; Proxenus, 11, 69; Socrates, 
174n58; Speusippus, 70, 159n55

— Plato, other topics: on Athenian 
politics, 68; conceptual divisions of, 
108– 109, 175– 176n9; dinner gatherings 
of, 94– 95; landholdings of, 169n134; 

on the Lyceum, 118; “Plato,” 34; 
and politics, 38, 67– 68, 83, 92, 135, 
136, 141; protreptic dialogues of, 19; 
ridiculed by comic poets, 57, 96, 142, 
178n19; as scientist, 104– 105, 175n6; 
Socratic dialogues of, 113; sojourns in 
Syracuse of, 19, 178n20; strolling while 
talking, 119, 159n51; teaching without 
pay, 65– 67

Polemon of  Athens, stood while debat-
ing, 119

Polycrates of  Samos, renowned book 
collector, 101

Polyperchon of  Macedonia, defeated by 
nicanor and Antigonus, 13

Polyzelus, eponymous Athenian archon 
of  367/66 Bce, 17, 18

Pompylus, caretaker mentioned in will 
of  Theophrastus, 158n42

Potone of  Athens, sister of  Plato and 
mother of  Speusippus, 159n55

Praxiphanes of  Lesbos, student of  A,  
42

Praxiteles, sculptor, mentioned in will of  
Theophrastus, 86– 87, 173n43

Procleus, second husband of  A’s daughter 
Pythia, 15

Procleus, son of  A’s daughter Pythia, 15
Proclus: betrothed to a relative of  Syri-

anus, 90; cited Ptolemy, a neoplatonist, 
128; discussions with his teacher Syri-
anus, 111

Protagoras of  Abdera: accused of  impi-
ety, 6; as teacher, 58, 82– 83 114, 119, 
155n28, 168n131

Protogenes, painted portrait of  A’s 
mother, 154n9

Proxenus of  Atarneus: A’s adoptive fa-
ther, 11– 12, 33, 36, 154n12, 155n29; fa-
ther of  nicanor, 12; friend of  Hermias, 
14; friend of  Plato, 17, 69; husband of  
Arimneste?, 154n11

Ptolemy, author of  a Life of  Aristotle, 59, 
125, 127– 129, 147

Ptolemy “Philadelphus”: bought the 
library of  neleus, 101; educated by 
Strato, 101

Pythia, daughter of  A, 14– 15, 155n21; 
mother of  Aristotle (the younger), 89, 
155n23
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Pythia, wife of  A, 14– 16, 38, 161nn70 and 
71, 179n21

Pythodorus of  Athens, host of  Zeno and 
Parmenides, 109

Pythodotus, eponymous Athenian 
archon of  343/342 Bce, 32, 33

rhodes: books purchased by Ptolemy 
Philadelphus in, 101; copies of  A’s 
works in, 102. See also Andronicus; 
eudemus; Mentor

Scepsis (Troad), library of  neleus stored 
in, 102– 103. See also coriscus; erastus; 
neleus

Scillus (Peloponnese, near olympia), 
site of  religious foundation set up by 
xenophon, 84

Simon, mentioned in A’s will, 169n134
Socrates of  Athens: attacked by de-

mochares, 92, 171n21, 174nn58 and 
59; closeness to Plato’s family of, 69; 
influence on A of, 67; in the Lyceum, 
118; not A’s teacher, 134, 156n32; 
in Plato’s works, 109, 119, 157n39; 
ridiculed by writers, 57, 96, 142; stroll-
ing while talking, 58, 117; teaching 
without pay, 65– 66; trial of, 61, 63– 64, 
133, 167n117

Solon of  Athens: A’s appeal to the doc-
trine of  moderation of, 74; his family’s 
connection to Plato’s, 69

Sopater I, student of  Iamblichus, 90
Sopater II, student of  Iamblichus, son of  

Sopater I, 90
Sophocles of  Sounion, son of  Amphicli-

des, proposed a law against philosophi-
cal schools, 80, 90– 92

Speusippus of  Athens, head of  Acad-
emy, 31, 56, 80, 141, 159n55, 160n57, 
171n30; A’s purchase of  books by, 97; 
criticism of  Plato by, 23;criticized by 
A, 22; dinner gatherings of, 94– 95; 
encomium for Gryllus by, 159n53; no 
criticism of  A by, 131; related to Plato, 
70; as scientist, 105, 111

Stagira (chalcidian peninsula), near 
olynthus and Methone: birthplace 
of  A, 6– 8, 12, 50, 51, 59, 60, 153nn3 
and 7, 154n10, 169n134; colonized by 

settlers from chalcis or Andros, 8, 
11; home of  Proxenus of  Atarneus?, 
154n12, 155n29; property owned by A 
and Theophrastus in, 7– 8, 15, 86– 87. 
See also Aristotle; Herpyllis; nicanor; 
nicomachus

Stephanos, restored inscription honoring 
A, 59, 125

Stilpo of  Megara, long familiarity with 
students, 18

Strato of  Lampsacus: knowledge of  A’s 
works, 100, 103; library of, 175n3; 
member of  Peripatetic community, 
87, 90, 155n22; on Plato, 100; teacher 
of  Ptolemy Philadelphus, 101; will of, 
92– 93, 173n51, 175n3

Strepsiades, in Aristophanes’s Clouds, 
wife’s family mad about horses, 68

Syrianus of  Alexandria: discussions with 
his student Proclus, 111; family con-
nections with philosophers, 69

Sulla, seized the library of  Apellicon, 103, 
149– 150

Themison of  cyprus, dedicatee of  A’s 
Protrepticus, 120, 177n1

Theocritus of  chios, hostile to A, xii, 36, 
132, 178n17

Theodorus “the atheist”: helped by 
demetrius of  Phalerum, 13; trial for 
impiety of, 61

Theophilus, eponymous Athenian 
archon of  348/347 Bce, 31– 33

Theophrastus of  eresus (Lesbos)
— Theophrastus and Aristotle: at Assos 

with A?, 42, 163n81; author of  A’s 
works?, 143; conducted research with 
A on laws and decrees, 29; criticisms of  
A’s views, 23; executor of  A’s will, 17; 
guardian of  A’s son nicomachus, 15, 
155n25; inherited A’s house in Stagira, 
7– 8; inherited A’s library, 38, 101– 103; 
successor to A as head of  Lyceum, 63, 
85, 178n20

— Theophrastus and others: accused of  
impiety, 173n56; and A’s grandsons de-
maratus and Procleus, 15, 17; and de-
metrius, 13, 58, 85; and dicaearchus, 
xix, 23; exile and recall of, 90– 92; on 
the expedition of  Alexander, 47, 52, 
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164n92; mourned callisthenes, 54, 
165n100, 165n106; on Plato, 104– 105

— teaching and research of  Theophras-
tus: book collector, 101; on book 

— teaching (cont'd) 
revision, xvi, 110– 111, 176n13; as 
doxographer, 97; as scientist, 107– 109, 
175n9; as teacher, 13, 90

— will of  Theophrastus: 69, 80, 86– 89, 
93, 95, 116, 118, 155nn22 and 23, 
174n24, 172n42, 173nn44 and 51, 
174n64, 175n3

“Thestis,” corruption of  Phaestis, mother 
of  A, 11

Thrace (northern Greece, including 
chalcidian peninsula), 47; included 
Stagira, 6, 154n10

Timaeus of  Taorminium, attacked A, 9– 
10, 16, 46– 47, 130, 132, 178n17, 179n22

Timocrates, mentioned in the will of  
epicurus, 173n47

Timotheus of  Athens, son of  conon, 
statesman, student of  Isocrates, 
168n130

Troad (western Asia Minor): testamen-
tary customs of, 172n36; zone of  A’s 
biological observations, 41. See also 
Assos; Atarneus; Lyco; Scepsis

Tyrannion of  Amisus, revised order of  
A’s works, 89,103

xenocrates of  chalcedon, philosopher, 
member of  Academy, 56, 63, 80, 91, 
140, 160nn57 and 60, 162n75, 162n79, 
166n108, 171n30; companion of  Her-
mias?, 39, 160n61, 162n73; gifts from 
Alexander to, 43, 166n107; helped by 
demetrius, 13, 91, 155n19; left Athens 
with A, 31; mentioned by A, 22, 33, 
159n51, 160n61; no mention of  A by, 
131; served as ambassador for Athens, 
58, 164n95; views of, 23

xenophilus, teacher of  Aristoxenus, 
178n20

xenophon of  Athens: on Aristippus, 65, 
168n131; author of  Socratic dialogues, 
113; father of  Gryllus, 29; mostly 
silent about Plato, 169n138; set up 
foundation at Scillus, 84; as source of  
Aristotle’s biology, 42

xenophon of  corinth, member of  ath-
letic family, 68

xerxes, marched near Stagira, 6

Zeno of  citium, contemporary and op-
ponent of  Alexinus, 43, 131; honorary 
Athenian decree for, 81– 82

Zeno of  elea: gave a lesson in Athens, 
109, inventor of  dialectic, 159n54

Zereia (chalcidian peninsula), conquered 
by Philip in 348, 6




