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1

The Middle East in
late antiquity

To understand the rise of Islam requires some familiarity with the state of the
Middle East in late antiquity—roughly the period from the fourth century to the early
seventh. What was it about the pre-Islamic Middle East of that time that led to the
rise of Islam or, if that is too much to ask, made it possible? Here we have to distin-
guish three geographically very different scenes.

We will start in the Arabian interior, in the region where Islam was to be born in
the early seventh century. What we see there is a stateless, tribal society, much of it
nomadic. Its nature will be apparent in the style of warfare between the tribes, the
character of their internal politics, and their identity, language, and culture. How did
the environment in which they lived shape a lifestyle so remote from urban
civilization?

We will then move north to the two empires, Byzantine and Persian, that domi-
nated the rest of the Middle East. This was a very different world, one of teeming cities
and tax-paying peasantries living in an environment that favored the formation of
powerful states. However, this two-empire configuration, stable for centuries despite
[frequent hostilities, came under serious strain in the early seventh century thanks to
a war of unprecedented duration between the two. At the same time their geopolitical
rivalry was exacerbated by a religious difference: the Byzantine Empire was Chris-
tian, whereas the Persian Empire was Zoroastrian. Yet they had coexisted for cen-
turies in the past, so why not in the future?

Farther to the north, beyond the boundaries of the Middle East, lived the nomadic
peoples of the steppes. Unlike the Arab tribes, these northern nomads had a track rec-
ord of threatening the empires, and we will see two steppe rulers intervening in the
war between them. If any external force was to overthrow one or both of the warring
empires, would it not be these steppe nomads?

The main call on our attention, however, will be relations between the empires and
the Arabs. In political and military terms the empires had a number of options, of
which the most significant was outsourcing the task of keeping order among the tribes
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4 CHAPTER 1

of the borderlands to a cooperative Arab chief. As we will see, by the late sixth century
this practice was in abeyance—a fact of some significance for our story.

In religious terms the key change of late antiquity was the rise of monotheism in
its Christian form, including a strong presence on the fringes of Arabia, which already
had Jewish populations in the interior. This meant that the paganism of the Arab tribes
looked increasingly out of place in the wider world. Did that matter?

All these questions focus on late antiquity, but in the last section of the chapter we
will reach deeper into the past to ground our understanding of two things: how the
existence of states in the Middle East related to its resources, and how old-fashioned
paganism was giving way to something else.

We will end by asking what the future of the Middle East might have looked like
to an early seventh-century observer who lacked what we have: the wisdom of
hindsight.

The Fijar wars and the Arabian interior

Sometime in the later sixth century, the wilderness of western Arabia was the scene
of four successive wars.' They were concentrated around Mecca, in the region of
the Hijaz, and were known as the “Fijars.” The name suggests that there was
something immoral about them (fujiir means depravity), and the explanation
given is that they took place during a sacred month when people were not sup-
posed to fight each other. Each of these wars is a colorful story in itself, but we
will have to be content with looking closely at just one of them and making some
reference to another. Here, then, is what happened in the “Third Fijar,” as narrated
in an Arabic book by a ninth-century author, Ibn Habib (d. 860), with occasional
details drawn from other sources. Despite the passage of more than a millennium
since he composed his book, most of the narrative flows easily enough in the
twenty-first century. But from time to time a word of explanation is needed, and
where that is so, I put it in parentheses. Also, at a couple of points we are given
more names than most readers today would know what to do with; I will come
back to this profusion of names a little further on.

The story of the Third Fijar

The trouble began when an Arab woman came to ‘Ukaz, not far from Mecca, to
do some shopping. (The reference to her being an Arab suggests that she belonged
to a nomadic tribe rather than to the sedentary population of the oases; ‘Ukaz was

1. E. Landau-Tasseron, “The sinful wars,” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam, 8 (1986). For a
wider survey of the pre-Islamic Arabian past see R. G. Hoyland, Arabia and the Arabs, London 2001,
and for the whole sweep of the history of the Arabs see T. Mackintosh-Smith, Arabs, New Haven
2019.
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the site of an annual fair at which people from different tribes would gather to buy
and sell.) The woman belonged to the Bant ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘a (the sons of ‘Amir
son of Sa‘sa‘a), who in turn were part of a larger tribal group, the descendants of
‘Tkrima ibn Khasafa ibn Qays. (For now the only name to remember here is Qays;
we can think of Qays as her tribe, named after its common ancestor.) The woman
was tall and attractive, and her presence soon drew the attention of some young
men from Mecca. She was wearing a striped veil that concealed all of her face but
her eyes. Cheekily, the young men suggested she remove it, but she did not oblige
them. Now in those days, our narrator explains, women wore only a single gar-
ment. So when she sat down to negotiate some purchases, one of the young men
came up behind her and pinned the end of her dress to her back. This young man
was Abii ’l-Ghashim ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza ibn ‘Amir ibn al-Harith ibn Haritha ibn Sa‘d
ibn Taym ibn Murra. (There is no need to attend to any of these names at this point;
what an insider learns from them is that the young man belonged to a certain
Qurashi clan, Quraysh being the tribe that dominated Mecca.) This practical joke
was a success: when the woman had completed her purchases and stood up, her
lower body was stripped naked. This greatly amused the young men, who taunted
her, “You wouldn’t show us your face, and now you’ve shown us your buttocks!”
She responded by unveiling her face (now an appeal for aid) and shouting, “Help,
O Qays! Look what they’ve done to me!”* A crowd gathered, and members of her
tribe rallied around her. The fellow tribesmen of the young men must have re-
sponded similarly, and there was a skirmish between the two sides. But there was
no serious fighting, and the opponents soon separated. There, in this account, the
war ended; but other accounts have it that the fighting, whether described as light
or heavy, did lead to injuries. A prominent member of Quraysh then took it upon
himself to pay the requisite blood money, thereby resolving the matter before it
could lead to further trouble.

This story gives us several things to think about. Perhaps the most obvious ques-
tion it invites is why, in a book devoted to the grand narrative of fourteen centuries
of Muslim history, we should be bothering with an incident as trivial as this. But
we had best defer that question till we have tackled some more pedestrian ones.

Should we believe the story?

The first and most pedestrian question is whether we are to believe this story. Well
over two centuries intervened between the time when the incident allegedly took
place in the Arabian desert and the time when Ibn Habib was composing his book
in the sophisticated urban milieu of Baghdad. Two things might nevertheless be
said to shore up his credibility. One is that he was an expert on the lore of

2. Ibn Habib, Munammagq, Hyderabad 1964, 189-90.
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pre-Islamic Arabia, and indeed one of many such experts. By the ninth century
this was a well-developed scholarly discipline with a significant readership among
the cultural elite of the day—or perhaps we should say audience, since this was a
society whose elite absorbed much of its literary heritage in oral settings. The
other is that he did not compose his book out of thin air; he used earlier sources,
and he tells us what—or rather who—they were. He had his account of the Third
Fijar from an earlier expert in the same field who hailed from Medina in western
Arabia but moved to Baghdad, where he died in 815-16. He, in turn, had the story
from another resident of Medina, who died in 768-69 and incidentally belonged
to the same clan of Quraysh as the youth who caused the woman such distress.
He had a reputation for unreliability among experts on the transmission of tradi-
tions about the sayings and doings of the Prophet Muhammad, but that was a
different discipline from the study of pre-Islamic Arabian lore, so perhaps it did
not matter. This man, in turn, had the account from a Medinese poet who died
in 747-48. There the chain of transmission ends. So even if we believe in the ac-
curacy of this chain of transmission and accept that the account as we have it today
is pretty much as it left the hands—or the mouth—of the eighth-century poet, we
still have a gap of more than a century between the event and the poet’s lifetime.
We have no idea how the information was transmitted—or alternatively invented —
over that period.

Another consideration is that stories like this one are often told in variant forms.
For example, one key feature of our story is unstable: depending on the account,
the fighting is said to have been insignificant or severe. Obviously two such variants
cannot both be right. Yet another phenomenon that could incline us to skepticism
is the way elements of a story can appear in more than one narrative context. Thus
we encounter the same practical joke in Yathrib or, to use its Islamic name, Medina
in 624; this time the joker is a Jew, and the incident leads to the expulsion of his
tribe from the oasis. Either the trick was a popular one among young men at the
time, or the story has migrated within the literary tradition. A further problem
could be that accounts of the past are liable to be distorted to serve the purposes
of the present, but this is not apparent in the case at hand.

Very occasionally we are able to check such memories of pre-Islamic Arabia
against sources external to the Arabic literary tradition. For example, the Arabic
sources tell us that Muhammad’s great-grandfather Hashim, who must have lived
around the year 500, met the Byzantine emperor in Syria. We can say with assur-
ance that this is wrong, because we know from the Byzantine sources, which are
fairly extensive, that no emperor visited Syria between the fourth century and the
seventh. But consider another example. The literary tradition preserves the tes-
timony of a contemporary poet to the effect that his eastern Arabian tribe fought
on the side of Abraha, a mid-sixth-century Ethiopian ruler of Yemen, in the course
of a campaign in western Arabia. This sounds unlikely, but it finds startling con-
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firmation in a contemporary inscription that we owe to the Ethiopian ruler. As
these examples show, external checks can go either way. But in the case of the Third
Fijar there are no sources external to the tradition that we could bring to bear. Are
we then to say that we have no reason to believe this account? Or should we rather
say that we have no reason to doubt it? The issue arises with regard to much of what
the Islamic sources have to tell us about pre-Islamic Arabia, and often, as in this
case, there is no clear resolution.

A possible compromise, and one we will adopt here more because it is fruitful
than because it is demonstrably right, is to say that irrespective of whether the
details of a narrative are true, the narrators of the early Islamic period still retained
a good sense of the realities of life in pre-Islamic Arabia, despite the distance that
already separated their world from the one they described. They were certainly
aware of this distance. As we saw, our narrator—presumably the eighth-century
poet—knows that he has to explain to his audience that in those days women wore
only a single garment; in his own time they obviously wore more than one. Read
in this vein, what does our story have to tell us about the character of the society
in which it is set?

The marginality of states

When reading a historical source, it often pays to ask what is not there. One thing
that is conspicuously absent from the background assumed by the story is any sign
of activity on the part of a state or its agents. A ruler whose territories included
‘Ukaz would have had reason to maintain a presence there during the fair. This
concentration of commerce would have provided an opportunity for him to col-
lect some taxes, and that, in turn, would have given him a motive for reining in
any conflict likely to disrupt the buying and selling. Such an authority might, of
course, have missed this particular incident, which does not seem to have been
very serious; but in fact there is no trace of a ruler or his agents in any of these wars
bar the fourth and last. There the ruler in question was indeed an Arab king, but
he was located far away to the north in the town of Hira, on the edge of
Mesopotamia—the region we will know in Islamic times by its Arabic name, Iraq.
This king had organized a caravan that was to bring goods to ‘Ukaz, and to ensure
its safe passage through the territories of the tribes he was looking for someone
with the right local connections to guard it. Clearly he had no permanent agents
in place in western Arabia. Meanwhile, rulers based beyond the frontiers of Ara-
bia do not even appear on the horizon.

For the most part the impression we get from the accounts of the Fijars fits well
with the wider picture of the Arabian interior in this period that we gather from
our sources, such as they are. We hear of occasional kings who ruled there, but
they were unimpressive figures by the royal standards of the outside world—we
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could call them kinglets. In general the Arabian interior was stateless. Thus in the
Hijaz, the region of western Arabia that included Mecca and Yathrib, there was
no king in sight on the eve of the rise of Islam. Neither the Hijaz as a whole, nor
any of its oases, nor any of its nomadic populations were then ruled by kings. In
Yathrib there was a tribal leader who had hopes of making himself king but did
not succeed, and there were recollections of men who had ruled as kings there in
bygone days. One was appointed king by his clan but was then attacked and in-
jured by one of his subjects, a man whose inheritance he wanted to appropriate
part of. Unable to get even with his assailant because members of the clan were
protecting him, the king went on strike by sitting in the sun and vowing not to enter
a house till the score was settled. A little girl collecting firewood happened to pass
by and asked him what he was doing sitting in the sun, so he told her his hard-luck
story in verse. She passed it on to his fellow clansmen, who then bound the as-
sailant and brought him to the king, who thereupon forgave the clan. He did, in
the event, get some of the inheritance, but the story is hardly redolent of the pomp
and power of kingship as it was understood outside Arabia. The Hijazi tribe of
Sulaym, which was partly nomadic and partly settled, likewise had traditions about
kings in the past. We are told of one man who was about to become king when a
cousin slapped him in the face, after which he left the tribal territory in humiliation.
Another was deposed when he acted contrary to the wishes of the tribesmen in
some matter—when it came to the crunch he did not have enough kinsmen in the
tribe to support him.

This absence of states in most of Arabia is not hard to understand, once we think
away our modern assumption that outside Antarctica the world’s land surface is
partitioned into territories each ruled by a state. In a premodern context such as
this, we can usually think of a state as an enterprise that made a living by collect-
ing taxes from its subjects and delivering security in exchange; this security, in turn,
encouraged the economic activity without which there would be nothing to
tax. Such an enterprise was worth mounting only in an environment in which a
decent amount of tax could be collected without too much difficulty. Egypt is a
prime example of a premodern tax collector’s paradise: a country in which rich
agricultural land was cultivated by humble peasants and laid out along a river
system that ensured easy access for the agents of the state. The Arabian interior,
by contrast, was a tax collector’s hell: a wilderness in which agricultural land was
scarce and widely dispersed, with a population of refractory and often nomadic
tribesmen. This Arabian landscape forms part of an extended band of desert
that stretches to the Atlantic in the west and spills over into northwestern India
in the east. So Arabian agriculture was largely confined to the oases. Rare in the
Hijaz, they were somewhat more common in the eastern region known as Najd
and culminated in Arabia’s largest oasis in Bahrayn near the coast of the Persian
Gulf (here Bahrayn refers to the mainland opposite the island we know today as
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Bahrain). But most of Arabia was too poor in agricultural resources to provide
adequate returns to would-be state builders, and this was particularly true of the
Hijaz. A fifteenth-century navigator summed it up: “The Hijaz is barren with
little food. . . . The winter rains never reach it except a little.”* A Syrian Jew who
settled in Yathrib in pre-Islamic times is described as contrasting his former
abode—“a land of bread and wine” with his new one—“a land of hardship and
hunger.”* Farther south, in Mecca, we have the derisive response of some pagans
who were resistant to the message brought to them by Muhammad: “Well,
Muhammad,” they are said to have mocked their prophet, “you know that no
people are more short of land and water, and live a harder life than we, so ask
your Lord who has sent you . . . to straighten out our country for us, and to open
up in it rivers like those of Syria and Iraq.” Without rivers, drought meant famine,
particularly for the nomads whose animals had nothing to eat when the vegeta-
tion did not grow. Accounts of a drought that struck Medina and the region
around it in 639 preserve a vignette of a nomadic group who prevailed on their
reluctant chief to slaughter a sheep for them: it turned out to be nothing but skin
and bones. It certainly helped that there was, as we have seen, some trade in the
pre-Islamic Arabian interior. But the fair at ‘Ukaz clearly did not offer sufficient
resources for state building. One reason for this was that between the decline of
the frankincense trade in late antiquity and the rise of the Yemeni coffee trade in
the seventeenth century, no part of Arabia grew a cash crop valuable enough to
be of serious interest to the world outside it.

The corners of the peninsula, the Yemen and Oman, were better provided with
rainfall. Here let us concentrate on the Yemen, which played a more prominent
role in Arabian affairs than Oman did. It was not for nothing that the ancients knew
it as Arabia Felix, as opposed to Arabia Deserta. The Yemen had a long tradition
of state formation associated with a culture of Ancient Near Eastern vintage, and
in late antiquity, between the third and sixth centuries, the Himyarites united the
region for the first time and maintained a significant kingdom there. Yet even in
the Yemen the supply of water was far from generous. A Roman military expedi-
tion to the Yemen led by Aelius Gallus in 25-24 BC failed to take the capital city
for lack of water. Moreover, such water as the country possessed was associated
with a mountainous terrain, the result of the rifting that produced the Red Sea.
Mountains help bring down rainfall, but they are also one of nature’s devices for
making life difficult for states and their tax collectors. Thus any state in the Yemeni
interior was condemned to float uneasily on a sea of recalcitrant mountain tribes.

3. Ibn Majid in G. R. Tibbetts, Arab navigation in the Indian Ocean before the coming of the Portu-
guese, London 1971, 264.

4. For this and the next quotation see Ibn Ishaq, The life of Muhammad, trans. A. Guillaume,
Oxford 1955, 94, 134.
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Of course commercial revenues helped, since the Yemen, like Oman, had Indian
Ocean frontage. But by the time of the Fijars the Yemeni tradition of state forma-
tion was over, as was the larger culture that went with it. Himyarite rule had
ended in the later 520s thanks to an Ethiopian military intervention against a back-
ground of debilitating drought. Thereafter, the Ethiopian Abraha ruled a succes-
sor state for a few decades, but after about 570 even that came to an end.

Meanwhile, the tribesmen of the Arabian interior did not just lack rulers; they
showed themselves positively allergic to them. A self-respecting tribe would set
a high value on being what was called lagah, a status it could claim if and only if
it had never given allegiance to a king and never paid tribute to one. Thus the story
goes that a member of Quraysh sought to become king of Mecca. But one of his
fellow tribesmen quickly killed the idea, declaring that “Quraysh is lagah; it nei-
ther wields royal power nor is subject to it.”* This defiant attitude to kings is vividly
illustrated in a story about a pre-Islamic poet who killed one. The king in ques-
tion—a king of Hira—had attempted to trap the poet’s mother into the servile act
of passing a plate to his own mother. The poet’s mother at once called out to her
tribe for help, and the poet promptly killed the king. In a poem he boasts on
behalf of his fellow tribesmen that “we rebelled against the king, and would not
serve him.” He asks the king why they should “be underlings to your chosen
princelet” and when they were ever “your mother’s domestics”; he describes how
they returned from a raid “leading the kings in fetters.”® Another story recounts
that a tribe responded to the arrival of a would-be tax collector sent by the king
of Hira by throwing him into a well.

Unfriendly as the Arabian environment may have been for the nurturing of
states, are we to say that the interior had always been as lacking in large-scale
political organization as it appears to have been on the eve of the rise of Islam?
This is a good question, but one that is best deferred until we have brought the two
largest and most powerful states of the Middle East into the picture. Before we
do that, we should pay some further attention to the society and culture of the Arab
tribes.

The centrality of tribes

If this Arabian society lacked states, what did it have instead? The answer is easily
detected in our story of the Third Fijar: a form of tribalism based on patrilineal
descent that embraced the entire free population, nomadic and sedentary. Each
of the two main actors in the story—the woman and the young man who humili-
ated her—is given a tribal identity expressed by the naming of a string of male

5. Mus‘ab al-Zubayri, Nasab Quraysh, Cairo 1976, 210.
6. A.J. Arberry (trans.), The seven odes, London 1957, 204-9.
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ancestors. In the case of the woman, her own name is not even mentioned; it is
enough that we know that she belonged to the Bana ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘a, who in turn
were among the descendants of ‘Tkrima ibn Khasafa ibn Qays (ibn, again, means
“son of,” and bani is its plural). The reader is expected to make this connection
when she uses a set form (ya la-Qays) to call upon any members of Qays within
hearing to come to her aid. By addressing herself to all those descended from this
distant ancestor, she is casting her net very wide; a variant version has her call out
ya la-‘Amir, thereby limiting her appeal to the Bani ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘a. In the case
of the young man, we are given a full recital of his male ancestors back to a certain
Murra: Abt ’l-Ghashim ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza ibn ‘Amir ibn al-Harith ibn Haritha ibn
Sa‘dibn Taym ibn Murra. As already indicated, the reader is expected to know that
Taym ibn Murra is the ancestor who gave his name to a well-known clan within
the tribe of Quraysh. In both cases, we see that Arab genealogy is about men. Of
course everyone knew perfectly well that women had a role to play in the process
by which men begat men, but no need was felt to provide comparably systematic
information about female lines of descent—which is not to say that they didn’t
matter.

But why so many ancestors? Why not simply say that the young woman be-
longed to Qays and the young man to Quraysh? This, indeed, is all we need to
know to make sense of the story as told above. But in other contexts other ances-
tors could come to the fore. Thus in a variant version of the story the woman’s
side is identified with the tribe of Hawazin—Hawazin being an intermediate an-
cestor, a grandson of ‘Ikrima and great-grandfather of Sa‘sa‘a. In some other con-
flict the Bant ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘a might find themselves pitted against another Qaysi
group that did not descend from ‘Amir. Or Qays and Quraysh, both descended
from a certain Mudar, might even find themselves on the same side against a group
that did not share that ancestry. Some of these genealogical nodes are more impor-
tant than others, so that in practice we can often think of the pre-Islamic Arabs
as divided into a fixed set of tribes—Hawazin, Quraysh, and so forth. But in any
given situation the operative group might be larger or smaller, bringing different
ancestors into play.

This salience of patrilineal genealogy does not mean that the structure of Ara-
bian society was based exclusively on extended kinship. Two men could create a
formal relationship whereby one became the client or ally (halif ) of the other; the
agreement would likely include the kinsmen of each party. Such supplementation
of the kinship system was in fact an ancient feature of Arabian society. Herodotus,
the Greek historian of the fifth century BC, has this to say:

No nation regards the sanctity of a pledge more seriously than the Arabs. When

two men wish to make a solemn compact, they get the service of a third, who
stands between them and with a sharp stone cuts the palms of their hands near
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the base of the thumb; then he takes a little tuft of wool from their clothes,
dips it in the blood and smears the blood on seven stones which lie between
them, invoking, as he does so, the names of Dionysus and Urania; then the
person who is giving the pledge commends the stranger—or fellow-citizen, as
the case may be—to his friends, who in their turn consider themselves
equally bound to honor it.”

By the time of the Fijars this ritual had been forgotten, and instead we hear of one
involving fire. But the basic social building block described by Herodotus was still
in play, and we will soon see an example of it in the context of the Fourth Fijar.
Like extended kinship, this institution helps a tribal society function in the absence
of a state.

To an extent, then, we can see Arabian society as having tribes instead of states.
One aspect of this can perhaps be seen in our story. In her distress, the woman
calls upon the members of her tribe for help. What would a woman subjected to
comparable sexual harassment do in our own society? Depending on the context,
she might call upon her immediate family members, her friends, bystanders, the
campus authorities, or those in charge at her workplace. In terms of kinship, the
options of a woman today are much narrower than those of the woman in the story;
few Americans, for example, maintain bonds of kinship with relatives more dis-
tant than their cousins. But as far as authorities independent of the kinship system
are concerned, her options today are considerably wider. Moreover, if the in-
cident were to take place at her workplace, it could end up in court; if it led to
violence, the police might be involved. But Arabian society, lacking rulers, did
without such authorities. In one version of the story, as we have seen, the hostili-
ties ceased when a prominent member of Quraysh took it upon himself to pay
blood money.

We can perceive more clearly how the tribal structure substituted for the state—
as we would see it—if we shift our attention briefly from the Third to the Fourth
Fijar, where the key event was a murder. When the king of Hira was looking for
someone to secure the safe passage of his caravan, there were two candidates for
the job. One was a certain Barrad, a drunkard and a troublemaker who had moved
to Mecca after being disowned by his own tribe; there he obtained the protection
of a leading member of Quraysh by becoming his client (halif ). Because he con-
tinued to make trouble his patron soon wanted to end the relationship, but against
his better judgment he was persuaded to continue it on condition that his client
left Mecca. Barrad then went to Hira, where he offered himself to the king as an
escort for the caravan, though quite unsuited for the role. Instead, the king gave
the job to arival, a certain ‘Urwa; as it happened, ‘Urwa belonged to the same tribal

7. Herodotus, The histories, trans. A. de Selincourt, Harmondsworth 1955, 176-77 (3.8).
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group as the woman at the center of the Third Fijar, the Bant ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘a.
Barrad then followed the caravan, killed his rival, and went off with the goods. He
did at least have the grace to notify his patron and other leaders of Quraysh, who
were at ‘Ukaz at the time; they immediately left for the security of Mecca—its se-
curity arising from the fact that the town was located within a widely recognized
sanctuary. Their problem was that the Bant ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘a would want revenge
for the murder of their fellow tribesman. Killing the murderer himself would not
have satisfied them, since as an outlaw Barrad could not rank as the equal of a man
like ‘Urwa. Killing members of Barrad’s own tribe was against the rules because
they had already disowned him and so bore no responsibility for anything he did.
But the continuing relationship of clientage that bound him to his patron made
members of Quraysh a suitable target to avenge the murder. In short, we can see
revenge killing as a game with rules that took the place of our criminal justice sys-
tem—or more accurately, our criminal justice system is a development that has
replaced practices of revenge killing that were no doubt more or less universal in
human societies prior to the emergence of states.

This is not to imply that the Arabs lacked a judicial system. They had one, and
here is a rare anecdote that gives some idea how it worked:

Muratti‘ . . . married a woman of Hadramawt; her father imposed on him the
condition that he take no further wife in addition to her and that she give birth
only in the abode of her own people. But Muratti did not observe the condi-
tion. So they made Af‘a ibn al-Husayn the Jurhumite their judge . . . the Arabs
being in the habit of having recourse to him in their disputes. At the hearing
the fact that the condition had been imposed was established, and Af‘a gave the
verdict “The condition is binding.” He was the first to use this maxim. So the
Hadrams took the woman and the son she had had by Muratti‘.®

Here, then, we have a judicial system, but the judge is not appointed by a ruler who
gives him the authority to try cases within a certain jurisdiction; instead, the judge
is chosen by the agreement of the parties concerned, and the authority he derives
from this is limited to the particular case. Thus Af in the anecdote had a continu-
ing role as a judge only in the sense that the Arabs made a practice of submitting
cases to him, presumably because he had established a reputation as a fair and in-
sightful judge. If the parties to a dispute did not agree on taking it before a judge,
it was likely to be resolved, if at all, by violence.

That brings us to the character of tribal warfare. According to Ibn Habib’s
version—and not his alone—the fighting in the Third Fijar was limited to a brief
skirmish. In fact, of the four Fijars, the only one in which anyone was actually killed

8. Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashrdf, vol. 1, ed. M. Hamid Allah, Cairo 1959, 9.
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was the last. In this case the need for the tribe of the murdered man to avenge the
killingled to a series of one-day battles at exact intervals of a year. To us that sounds
peculiar, not to say quaint; yet such anniversary battles are a standard ingredient
of accounts of pre-Islamic Arabian warfare. The fourth battle was the last, but it
was followed by some further killings on both sides. In due course there were calls
for a peace settlement, as without one the killings might have continued indef-
initely, an unenticing prospect. It was now suggested that the party that had suf-
fered the most killings should receive blood money to make up for the difference;
we are told that the side of the murdered man had lost twenty more men than
their enemies had. The first time this deal was proposed it was torpedoed by a
leading figure from the town of T2’if, an oasis to the east of Mecca, but the second
time it held, and the war was brought to an end. Appropriately, the blood
money was paid by Barrad’s patron—incidentally the same prominent member
of Quraysh who in some versions had paid the blood money to settle the Third
Fijar. All this could, of course, have been avoided had the patron had the good sense
to end his relationship with his troublesome client before the damage was done.
But the level of violence in the Fourth Fijar need not surprise us. This was a so-
ciety in which any adult male who was sound in mind and body would bear arms
and know how to use them; among adult males there was no distinction to be made
between soldiers and civilians. Thus warfare was an endemic feature of Arabian
society. The poem composed by the killer of the king of Hira is accordingly full
of bellicosity. He boasts of white banners taken into battle and brought back
crimson, of youths “who deem death in battle a glory” and graybeards “long
tested in warfare.”® Such sentiments are typical of the warlike ethos of pre-Islamic
Arabian poetry. “Not one chief of ours ever died a natural death, nor was any slain
man of ours ever left where he lay unavenged,” as another poet puts it.'® Here,
then, was a society with an abundance of military energy. But the energy was dis-
sipated in small-scale hostilities, not channeled into total war aimed at the subjec-
tion or elimination of a rival group. Warfare had its rules and could be tied to a
schedule that in today’s world we might associate more readily with football than
with war.

Someone who thought hard about the nature of the tribal society of the
Arabs was the historian Ibn Khaldiin (d. 1406), a North African of Spanish origin
who settled in Egypt. His ideas have a certain affinity to the thinking behind
Second Amendment fundamentalism in the United States today. He saw two
groups as polar opposites: the nomads of the deserts—above all the camel
nomads—on the one hand, and the sedentary populations—above all those of the

9. Arberry, The seven odes, 206.
10. A. J. Arberry, Arabic poetry, Cambridge 1965, 30 verse 10.
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cities—on the other. Sedentary people are “sunk in well-being and luxury.”"' They
have “entrusted defense of their property and their lives to the governor and ruler
who rules them, and to the militia that has the task of guarding them.” Accordingly,
they “have ceased to carry weapons” and have “become like women and children”;
in another passage he compares their inability to defend themselves to that of stu-
dents. Their fortitude is broken by the domination of the state, with the result
that they grow up in fear and docility, losing their power of resistance as a result
of “the inertness that develops in the souls of the oppressed.” Camel nomads, by
contrast, make do with the bare necessities of life. They are “the most savage human
beings that exist,” and they have the virtues that go with that condition. They do
not outsource their self-defense to rulers and their armies. Instead they are self-
reliant; they always carry weapons and have developed a character marked by
fortitude and courage. Their way of life also means that they are held together
by “group feeling” (‘asabiyya): only “a closely knit group of common descent”
can hope to defend itself successfully—though bonds of clientage and alliance can
amount to the same thing. But this group feeling is in one crucial way limited in
what it can achieve. These desert Arabs are rude, proud, and ambitious, each one
eager to be the leader. They are reluctant to subordinate themselves to their chiefs,
who have to avoid antagonizing them. That is why these Arabs could form only
tribes and not states. Altogether, Ibn Khaldiin’s analysis is insightful, and it does
much to explain why the warlike energy of the Arab tribes was mostly expended
on small-scale conflicts among themselves, between and within the tribes.

The culture of a tribal people

A key part of the culture of a people is its sense of its own identity. Did the society
of the Arabian interior see itself as Arab? As we saw, ethnic identity is not a promi-
nent theme in the Fijars. The young woman in the Third Fijar is described as an
Arab, probably reflecting a sense that the nomads of Arabia were the Arabs par
excellence. Yet the word was readily used in sources of the early Islamic period
to include the settled but fully tribal population of the oases, and the general ab-
sence of reference to ethnicity in our story may reflect no more than the fact that
all those involved were Arabs and spoke Arabic. There is reason to think that a
sense of Arab identity was old." In the first half of the first millennium BC we
encounter forms of the word “Arab” in texts from three different linguistic regions
on the borders of Arabia: Assyria in the northeast, Israel in the northwest, and

11. For this and the quotations that follow see Ibn Khaldin, The Mugaddimah, Princeton 1967,
1:252, 257, 259, 261, 263.

12. For a very different perspective on the history of Arab ethnic identity see P. Webb, Imagining
the Arabs, Edinburgh 2016, arguing that Arab identity emerged only after the rise of Islam.
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the Yemen in the south (the people of the ancient Yemen were not Arabs, and they
spoke languages quite distinct from Arabic). It is in the Assyrian records that we
meet the first Arab whom we know by name, a certain Gindibu, who appears in
853 BC with a thousand camel riders from Arabia fighting for a king with whom
the Assyrian monarch was at war. The name Gindibu means “cricket,” one of many
words for animals that were used as personal names among the Arabs; it was still
common as a name in the form Jundab around the time of the rise of Islam. That
the ethnonym “Arab” should appear in the records of three distinct neighboring
regions strongly suggests that a people identifying itself as Arab had already spread
over a large part of Arabia more than a millennium before the rise of Islam. But
for direct evidence of the indigenous use of the ethnonym we have to wait till
around AD 200. A particularly striking instance is found in an inscription mark-
ing the grave of an Arab king who died in 328; he describes himself, with royal exag-
geration, as the “king of all the Arabs” (malik al-‘Arab kullih@)."” By contrast, in
late antiquity outsiders on the northern frontiers of Arabia took to calling the
Arabs by other names, Saracens in Greek and Tayyayé in Syriac. The fact that the
Arabs of Islamic times nevertheless called themselves Arabs is a clear indication
of the continuous existence of this identity among the Arabs themselves. This
survival need not, of course, mean that nothing about Arab identity had changed
over the centuries, but it clearly had staying power. It is worth noting that, just
like Greek identity before the rise of Macedonia, Arab identity did not owe its
emergence and persistence prior to the rise of Islam to the homogenizing activi-
ties of a state. It must have been helped by the fact that Arabia—like Greece and
unlike the Sahara—is a peninsula with the sea on three sides, and by the mobility
of much of the population in the open desert environment.

An important part of the culture of the Arabs was their language. Unlike the
other major languages of the Middle East today—Persian and Turkish—Arabic has
a good claim to be indigenous to the region. It belongs to the Semitic language
family, which is attested in Syria and Mesopotamia already in the third millennium
BC (no language can be attested much earlier than that, since writing was not de-
veloped till toward 3000 BC). Semitic is the close-knit family that includes such
ancient languages of the Fertile Crescent as Akkadian, Hebrew, and Aramaic,
together with the languages of pre-Islamic South Arabia and their African off-
shoot, Ethiopic. Any reader with a knowledge of Arabic or Hebrew should have
no trouble deciphering most of the following Ethiopic sequence: ahadu, kel’étu,
shalastu, arba‘tu; the catch is the second word, which is as if the Ethiopians said
“both” in place of “two.” Arabic shares with its sister Semitic languages a pattern
of triconsonantal roots. Thus words from the root k-¢-b will usually refer in one

13. A.F.L. Beeston, “Nemara and Fau,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 42
(1979), 3, 6.
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way or another to writing: kataba is “he wrote,” yaktubu is “he writes,” katib is
“someone who writes” or “a scribe,” and maktiib is “something written.” Given this
information and the fact that gatala means “he killed,” no attentive reader should
have much trouble figuring out the meaning of yaqtulu, qatil, and magqtil. But
despite the indigenous status of Arabic, as we have seen it is not till the early
first millennium BC that we begin to hear of the Arabs. And though Arabian
inscriptions written in dialects related to Arabic are found in large numbers be-
fore the rise of Islam, they are usually frustratingly brief—more in the nature of
graffiti than of texts. It is only in late antiquity that we have significant numbers
of inscriptions that are unambiguously in Arabic and written in what we know
as the Arabic script; currently more than thirty such inscriptions are known.
Among the more significant is the inscription of the “king of all the Arabs” dating
from 328. But the only substantial body of pre-Islamic material we possess in Ara-
bic is the tribal poetry that was transmitted into Islamic times. Though its trans-
mission can be problematic, there is little doubt that much of this material is
authentically pre-Islamic. Nevertheless, the first book we possess in Arabic, and
to the best of our knowledge the first ever to be written in the language, is the
Qur’an, the collection of Muhammad’s revelations. In that respect, at least, there
is some truth in the saying attributed to Muhammad: “We are an illiterate people;
we neither write nor count.”"*

Arabic was and is the language of the Arabs. But in late antiquity the geograph-
ical distribution of the Arabs and their language was much more limited than it
is today. The Arabs of that time were primarily the people of the Arabian
Peninsula—bar the south—and the Syrian desert, and they had to an extent spread
into Mesopotamia, Syria, and the Eastern Desert of Egypt. But the mass of the rural
population in Mesopotamia and Syria still spoke dialects of Aramaic, just as the
mass of the Egyptian peasantry spoke dialects of Coptic, a late form of the lan-
guage of the Pharaohs. Both Coptic and Aramaic had written forms; in the case
of Aramaic the most widely used was Syriac. These languages coexisted with the
relevant imperial language, Persian in Mesopotamia and Greek in Syria and Egypt.
We know that Greek had made very considerable inroads in Syria and Egypt, par-
ticularly in the cities, and it is likely enough that Persian had done the same in
Mesopotamia. Meanwhile in the Yemen, the South Arabian linguistic heritage still
prevailed. A story that amused people in the early centuries of Islam had it that
an Arab came to visit the Himyarite king, who greeted his visitor with the com-
mand “Thib!”**—the Himyarite for “Sit down!” (from the same Semitic root as
“yeshiva”). But “Thib!” in Arabic means “Jump!”—which the Arab did, in one ver-
sion of the story tumbling over a precipice.

14. See, for example, Ibn Hanbal, Musnad, ed. A. M. Shakir, Cairo 1949-, nos. 5017, 5137.
15. See, for example, Sam‘ani, Ansab, Hyderabad 1962-82, 4:264.
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A significant aspect of the culture of any society is its religion. It does not, how-
ever, play much part in our stories of the Fijars. In one way this is typical of the
wars of the pre-Islamic Arab tribes as a whole. Whatever else they may have been
about, they were not about religion, and their protagonists were not the sort of
men whom we can readily imagine throwing themselves into religious warfare.
There are nevertheless two religious elements in the stories. One is the idea that
the Fijars were immoral because they occurred during a sacred month, and the
other is the fact that Quraysh felt safer in Mecca because it was located within a
sanctuary. This is the sanctuary at the center of which lay the Ka‘ba, the temple
into which was built the sacred Black Stone. According to tradition, five genera-
tions before Muhammad an enterprising Qurashi had taken over the sanctuary
from another tribe and settled his fellow tribesmen there. Both the sacred months
and the sanctuary are examples of Arab paganism providing amenities that made
life somewhat less dangerous and more predictable for all concerned. But these
elements are incidental to stories that focus on other matters.

What the Fijar narratives do not reveal to us is the abiding core of Arab pagan-
ism: idol worship. It was of hoary antiquity. We get a vivid picture of it as early
as the seventh century BC, when the Assyrian ruler Esarhaddon (ruled 680-669
BC) tells us that his father Sennacherib (ruled 704-681 BC) had raided an oasis
in northern Arabia and taken its idols as booty. After Esarhaddon’s accession, an
Arab king had come and kissed his feet, begging for the return of his idols. Esar-
haddon in his mercy had the idols—there were six of them—repaired and handed
over to the Arab king, after taking the opportunity to inscribe on them a message
proclaiming the superior might of the Assyrian god Ashur, together with his own
name. One god among the six was Ruldaiu, still remembered in early Islamic times
as Ruda; a leading genealogist recorded sixteen men who bore the name “Slave
of Ruda” (‘Abd Ruda) before the rise of Islam. A couple of centuries after Esar-
haddon, when Herodotus identified the deities the Arabs invoked in making a sol-
emn compact as the Greek gods Dionysus and Urania, he went on to explain that
the Arabs themselves called them something like Orotalt and Alilat. Orotalt would
seem to be a garbled form of Ruda, while Alilat is readily identifiable as the god-
dess Allat, who was still widely worshipped by the pagans of Arabia in Muhammad’s
day. At that time we find Yathrib chockablock with idols. Some were closely con-
nected to the tribal system; it seems that each clan had its idol, and above these
clanidols an entire tribe might have one. Below them were the ones people kept
in their homes. Mecca, too, had a large population of idols. One of them was the
idol of the god Hubal, which had the privilege of being placed inside the Ka‘ba.
There were 360 more surrounding the Ka‘ba, and as in Yathrib there were idols
in people’s homes—we are told that every Qurashi had one in his house. A Mec-
can several centuries before the rise of Islam is credited with bringing Hubal to
Mecca:
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‘Amr ibn Luhayy left Mecca for Syria on business. When he got to Moab in the
Balq@’, then inhabited by the Amalekites, . . . he saw them worshipping idols,
and said to them, “What are these idols I see you worshipping?” They said,
“These are idols that we worship. We ask them for rain, and they make it rain;
we ask them for victory, and they give us victory.” He said to them, “Do you
think you could spare me one to take back to the land of the Arabs for them
to worship?” So they gave him an idol called Hubal. He took it back to Mecca
and set it up there, telling people to worship and venerate it.'®

Whatever the historical value of this story, it conveys a good sense of what idols
were for—and by implication what they were not for. Insofar as the pre-Islamic
Arabs thought about the meaning of life, Hubal had nothing to do with it. He did
not offer cosmic mystery, spiritual sustenance, or redemption from the burden of
sin. Any deeper reflections the Arabs might have on the human condition came
rather in the context of their heroic poetry: “The days of a man are numbered to
him, and through them all / The snares of death lurk by the warrior as he travels
perilous ways.”"” The poets rarely had much to say about idols.

Finally, the story of the Third Fijar, though not the Fourth, can tell us some-
thing about women in pre-Islamic Arabia. The woman in the story is veiled, which
we should probably take to mean that she has class—were she a mere slave girl it
would be presumptuous of her to give herself such airs. She nevertheless moves
freely at the fair to do her shopping, with no sign of the presence of a kinsman to
escort her and watch her back. Moreover, in another version of the story she has
no inhibitions about chatting to amorous young men who manifestly find her sexu-
ally attractive. To use a term that was later to become widespread among the
Muslims of India, she is not in purdah. This picture fits the fact that we find oc-
casional references in our sources to Arab queens. Sennacherib’s booty included
a “queen of the Arabs,” and in the fourth century the Byzantines were using troops
contributed by one. On the other hand, the way in which the woman in the story
is identified by a recital of her male ancestors finds a telling parallel in the case of
the mother of the regicide poet. The king asks his companions why she would
disdain to be of service, and they answer by pointing not to her character but to
those of her father, uncle, husband, and son.

That leaves us with the question deferred at the start of this discussion: Why
should we be bothering ourselves with an event as historically trivial as the Third
Fijar? Even the Fourth Fijar hardly sounds like the stuff of world history, and the
same goes for events in Arabia as far back as we can peer. But as we will see in the

16. Ibn Hisham, al-Sira al-nabawiyya, Cairo 1955, 1-2:77; for the context see Ibn Ishaq, 7he life of
Muhammad, 701.
17. ‘Abid ibn al-Abras in H. Ringgren, Studies in Arabian fatalism, Uppsala 1955, 67.
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next chapter, the story does something to frame a major explanatory problem re-
garding the history of state formation in Arabia. And in the meantime it helps
point up the drastic contrast between the tribal society of the Arabian interior and
the two empires that ruled the Middle East outside it.

The last war between the empires
A summer night in 626

For ten days in the summer of 626 the Avars laid siege to Constantinople, the capital
city of the Byzantine Empire.'® They were nomads from the steppes of Eurasia
who had occupied the grasslands we know today as Hungary. The Byzantine forces
defending the city included some twelve thousand cavalry, but the attackers num-
bered around eighty thousand. On the evening of Saturday, August 2, the Avar
ruler—the Kagan, as they called him—invited the defenders to send him a dele-
gation. When the members of this delegation arrived, they found three silk-clad
Persian envoys seated comfortably in the presence of the Kagan, while they were
left to stand. These envoys had been sent by the Persian general whose army was
encamped on the opposite side of the Bosphorus—the narrow waterway that sepa-
rates Europe from Asia. The Kagan’s message to the Byzantine delegation was all
too clear: with the Avars at the walls of their city and the Persians just across the
water in a position to send him reinforcements, the situation of the defenders was
hopeless. As he put it, unless they could turn themselves into birds or fish they
had no way to escape. But he did make them an offer of sorts: if they left their city
and their property behind them, each of them could take with him a cloak, a shirt,
and his family. With these they could cross the Bosphorus to the Asian side, where
the Kagan would generously arrange for his Persian allies not to harm them. Pre-
sumably Constantinople would then become an Avar city. But the Byzantine del-
egation responded in no uncertain terms that they would never relinquish it.
That night the Persian envoys attempted to cross back to the Asian side, but
this time they were out of luck. The Byzantines captured them in transit. They
found one of them hiding in the bottom of a skiff, killed him, and cut off his head.
The other two they captured alive. They cut off the hands of one of them, hung
the severed head of the first envoy around his neck, and in this state sent him
back to the Kagan. The remaining envoy they threw in a skiff that they took close
enough to the Asian shore for the Persians to be able to see him. There they pro-
ceeded to behead him and throw his head to the Persians, accompanied by a writ-
ten message designed to make them think that the Kagan had double-crossed

18. J. Howard-Johnston, “The siege of Constantinople in 626,” in his East Rome, Sasanian Persia
and the end of antiquity, Aldershot 2006, art. VII.
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them. Five days later the Kagan abandoned the siege, burned the twelve massive
siege towers with which he had attacked the city, and went home. The Persians like-
wise abandoned their positions on the Asian side of the Bosphorus. The Byzantines
had survived, and they duly gave thanks to the Mother of God for protecting her
city from its enemies.

It is immediately obvious from this narrative that we are in a different world
from that of the tribesmen of the Arabian interior. For a start, we can pinpoint
the exact date of an event—Saturday, August 2, 626—whereas all we can say of the
Fijars is that they must have taken place sometime in the later sixth century. This
difference reflects the fact that the Byzantines chronicled historical events in a way
that the pre-Islamic Arabs did not. Thus most of the details of the siege given above
derive from a Greek chronicle written by an inhabitant of Constantinople who lived
through it. This leads to another contrast. Constantinople, where the anonymous
chronicler wrote, was a massively fortified city; in western Arabia Ta’if was un-
usual in being a walled town, and with the possible exception of San‘a’ in the Ye-
meni highlands, there was nothing anywhere in the peninsula that could have
been called a city. We also meet a ruler, the Avar Kagan, who was far more power-
ful than the king of Hira. There were, of course, other major rulers with a stake
in the outcome, but in this story, as it happens, we do not meet either the Byzan-
tine emperor Heraclius (ruled 610-41) or his Persian counterpart Khusraw II
(ruled 591-628). Both were otherwise engaged far to the east, in the heartlands
of the Persian Empire. At the same time, we hear nothing of tribes. There were
none among the Byzantines or the Persians, though they no doubt existed among
the Avars. Particularly striking is the very different character of warfare as it ap-
pears in the two settings. At the siege of Constantinople we encounter armies that
were far larger than any tribal forces that might gather in western Arabia, and quite
different in kind. Likewise the siege equipment brought to bear by the Avars would
have been unheard of among the Arabs; a sixth-century Byzantine historian de-
scribes them as adept in plundering but incapable of storming a wall.

These contrasts reflect two things: the much greater fiscal resources available
to the parties involved in the siege of Constantinople, and the much higher stakes
of the conflict. None of the Fijars were about seizing territory from the enemy, let
alone expelling a whole population from its abode. The high stakes in turn help
explain the vein of calculated atrocity that we see in the Byzantine treatment of
the Persian envoys. All in all, we have left the wilds of Arabia for the charms of
civilization.

During the siege of 626, large numbers of Byzantines, Persians, and Avars were
crowded together within a few square miles in and around Constantinople. But
they were not usually to be found in such close proximity, and they had very dif-
ferent histories and destinies. We need to look separately at each of them, and at
the states of which they were the core populations.
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The Byzantine Empire

Byzantium was a Greek colony founded in the seventh century BC on the site of
the future Constantinople, known today by its Turkish name as Istanbul. During
the thousand years in which it was called Byzantium it was never an imperial
capital; that dignity came to it only when the Roman emperor Constantine (ruled
306-37) refounded it as his “New Rome” in 330, following which the city soon
came to be known after him as Constantinople. For the next millennium it served
as a capital for emperors belonging to a succession of dynasties, though in its last
two or three centuries there was not much of an empire left. Calling this empire
“Byzantine” and its people “Byzantines” is a modern anachronism. At the time,
its rulers and subjects identified it as the Roman Empire and themselves as Ro-
mans. Despite the fact that Rome itself usually lay beyond its borders, this usage
made some sense. What we call the Byzantine Empire was what remained of the
Roman Empire after its division into an eastern and a western halfin 395 and the
demise of the western half in 476. This territorial displacement had a significant
linguistic implication: the demographic base of the empire was now a population
that spoke Greek rather than Latin, the language historically associated with Rome
and its imperial role. The emperor Justinian (ruled 527-65) still had his monumen-
tal codification of Roman law prepared in Latin, but increasingly the language of
his “Roman” empire was to be Greek. A ninth-century pope was ill-mannered
enough to tell the Byzantine emperor that it was ridiculous to call oneself emperor
of the Romans without knowing the Roman language. And yet the name “Roman”
stuck, and this is why even today the Turkish word “Rum” means “Greek.” So to
speak of the “Byzantines” and their empire, though anachronistic, avoids a cer-
tain confusion.'?

Even if we ignore the last centuries of Byzantine history, when this state was
only a shadow of its former self, the fact that an empire centered on Constanti-
nople lasted from the fourth century to the twelfth would suggest that in choos-
ing his new capital Constantine had done something right. And the fact that the
Ottomans were able to repeat the imperial achievement from the fifteenth century
to the early twentieth is strong confirmation. What, then, was so advantageous
about Constantinople? In microgeographical terms, its location on a peninsula that
could be defended with a massive land wall was a major strategic asset, enhanced
by its possession of an adjoining harbor, the Golden Horn, that could be closed
off from the sea with a chain. In macrogeographical terms the city had two things
going for it. On the sea, it had easy access both to the Black Sea at the northern

19. For a survey of the history of the empire see A. A. Vasiliev, History of the Byzantine Empire,
Madison 1958; for its history before the rise of Islam see A. Cameron, The Mediterranean world in late
antiquity, London 1993.
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end of the Bosphorus and to the Aegean, and hence the Mediterranean, through
the Dardanelles at the western end of the Sea of Marmara. This latter linked it to
what in this period was perhaps the most commercially active maritime scene to
be found anywhere in the world, together with the agricultural wealth of Egypt.
Meanwhile on land, Constantinople was close to the fertile river valleys of west-
ern Anatolia and the southeastern Balkans. (“Anatolia” is a convenient—because
ethnically neutral—term for what is now the Asian part of Turkey.) This combina-
tion of advantages meant more than just rich potential for collecting taxes, crucial
as that was. It also made it easy to supply the imperial capital with an abundance
of grain, the commodity without which large urban populations could not be sus-
tained. Allin all, Constantinople made a fine capital for an eastern Mediterranean
empire, whether in late antiquity or in Ottoman times.

But these advantages of the location of Constantinople were not the whole
story. Polybius, a Greek historian of the second century BC, drew a sharp con-
trast between land and sea when he sized up the location of the city: “The site of
Byzantium is as regards the sea more favorable to security and prosperity than that
of any other city in the world known to us, but as regards the land it is most dis-
advantageous in both respects.”*® He saw the city’s maritime advantage as its con-
trol over entry to the Black Sea: no one could sail into or out of it without the
consent of the Byzantines. But the disadvantage on land was that for all its fertility
the city’s agricultural territory was exposed to the raids of the neighboring Thra-
cian chieftains. Given their number the Byzantines could hope neither to subdue
them nor to reach an agreement with them. Not that things were any better when
the Thracian chieftains were replaced for a while by a single Celtic ruler—they then
found themselves paying an onerous tribute to him. Polybius’s analysis of this dis-
advantage related to the time before the city was the capital of an empire, but we
can easily update it. To be successful, an eastern Mediterranean empire based in
Constantinople had to have undisputed control of the good agricultural land of
the southwestern Balkans, western Anatolia, and if possible Egypt. But Egypt was
some way across the sea, Anatolia was exposed to invasion from the east, and the
Balkans were open to invasion from the north. This predicament was a key part
of the background to the siege of 626. The Avars had invaded the Balkans from the
north and reached the walls of Constantinople, while the Persians had taken pos-
session of Egypt and overrun Anatolia from the east. Had the city held out with-
out being able to recover at least some of its agricultural territory, it would in
effect have regressed to being the Byzantium described by Polybius.

At the same time we should add a qualification to Polybius’s favorable assess-
ment of the maritime situation of the city. His analysis rested on the assumption

20. Polybius, The histories, trans. W. R. Paton, Cambridge, MA 2010-12, 2:431 (4.38.1-2).
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that the naval technology available to the Byzantines was as good as anyone else’s.
For a long time this was indeed so. The Avars ruled a large Slav population in the
Balkans, and although most of them were agriculturalists, those living along the
banks of the Danube were adept at navigating the river in canoes. In 626 the Kagan
brought a large number of Slavs with their boats to the siege of Constantinople
and used them as a navy. However, a combination of Byzantine naval resources,
trickery, and bad weather sufficed to parry this threat, which explains why com-
munications between the Avars and the Persians worked out so badly. But what
if the navy of the incumbent imperial power was no longer state-of-the-art? This
came to be a serious problem for the Byzantines from the eleventh century
onward, just as it was to be for the Ottomans from the seventeenth century.
In the period that concerns us here, however, these developments were still far in
the future.

Before we leave the Byzantines we should say something about their religion.
They were Christians; like the population of the Roman Empire in general, they
had abandoned paganism for Christianity following the conversion of the emperor
Constantine in the early fourth century. More specifically, they were Orthodox,
as the term is conventionally used. This distinguished them from a number of other
Christian groups that had emerged in the fourth and fifth centuries and were re-
garded by the Orthodox as heretical in their Christological doctrines. There were
the Arians, for whom God had not always had a son; the Nestorians, for whom God
did not have a mother; and the Monophysites, for whom God died on the cross.
Eventually, in the Orthodox view, these heretics would be joined by the Catholics
of western and central Europe over a doctrinal issue of such nuance that we can
ignore it. This fissiparous tendency arose at least in part from the imposition of
the abstract categories of Greek thought on a myth in Ancient Near Eastern style
about a god and his son. One can get a sense of what this doctrinal hairsplitting
involved from a tortured passage in the Athanasian Creed, a fourth-century docu-
ment that came to form part of the traditional prayer book of the Church of
England: “For the right Faith is that we believe and confess: that our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man . . . Who although he be God and Man:
yet he is not two, but one Christ; One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh:
but by taking of the Manhood into God; One altogether, not by confusion of Sub-
stance: but by unity of Person. . . . This is the Catholick Faith: which except a man
believe faithfully, he cannot be saved.”* This suggests that despite some theologi-
cal trickle-down, large numbers of ordinary people must have suffered eternal
damnation because of their inability to understand just what it was they were being
told to believe. A prominent fourth-century churchman visiting Constantinople

21. The book of common prayer, London n.d., 29-30.
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gave a vivid account of the resulting chaos: “If you ask about your change, the
shopkeeper talks theology to you, on the Begotten and the Unbegotten; if you in-
quire the price of a loaf, the reply is: “The Father is greater and the Son is inferior’;
and if you say, ‘Is the bath ready?’ the attendant affirms that the Son is of nothing.”**
In the sixth century we hear of thousands chanting Christological slogans at the
emperor Justinian; they did not have to understand the issues to know which side
they were on. Such scenes help explain why the Byzantine emperors of late an-
tiquity got so little joy out of their efforts to get everyone on the same theological
page by holding large church councils to resolve contentious issues—in marked
contrast to the way in which Justinian was able to codify Roman law to his own
satisfaction without serious challenge from anyone. By the time of the rise of Islam
a fairly clear geographical pattern had emerged: the core of the empire was Or-
thodox, whereas the eastern and southern fringes—Armenia, Syria, and Egypt—
were Monophysite, and the Nestorians were yet farther to the east, in the Persian
Empire.

In 626, however, theological nitpicking was not at the forefront. Instead, just
as in the case of the Third Fijar, a woman played a key part in the story—but in a
very different role. Before the siege began the patriarch Sergius, the head of the
Byzantine church, placed icons of the Virgin Mary at the gates of the city to en-
sure that she would protect them. At one of the gates he addressed himself to the
enemy who was threatening the city: “A woman, the Mother of God, will quell all
your boldness and boasting with one command, for she is truly the Mother of Him
who drowned Pharaoh with all his army in the Red Sea.”>* The rout of the Slavs
in their canoes was likewise attributed to “the intercession of our Lady the Mother
of God,” and the pagan Kagan was quoted as having seen “a woman in stately dress
rushing about on the wall all alone”>*—obviously the Virgin defending her city
from his infidel hordes. Such stories may not reveal much about relations between
Byzantine men and women on the street—for that we might do marginally better
to turn to Theodora (d. 548), the actress whom Justinian made his empress and
who looks us straight in the eye, without a face veil and in mixed company, in the
mosaics of San Vitale in Ravenna. But the role of the Virgin in 626 certainly tells
us something about the development of Byzantine religion. In pagan times the
patron deities of cities might well be female, as in the case of Ephesus, where
the preaching of Saint Paul elicited the angry response “Great is Diana of the
Ephesians!” (Acts 19:28). Thanks to the rise of the cult of the Virgin in late antiq-
uity, the people of Constantinople had in effect found for themselves a Christian
counterpart of such a pagan goddess.

22. Quoted in P. Brown, Power and persuasion in late antiquity, Madison 1992, 89-90.
23. Quoted in A. Cameron, “Images of authority,” Past & Present, 84 (1979), 20-21.
24. Chronicon Paschale, trans. M. Whitby and M. Whitby, Liverpool 1989, 178, 180.
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The Persian Empire

Whereas the rulers of the Byzantine Empire belonged to a whole series of differ-
ent families, the Persian Empire from its inception in 224 to its demise in 651 was
almost the exclusive possession of the Sasanian dynasty.>® The second ruler of this
dynasty was Shahpuhr I (ruled 240-70). To burnish his image he had a long ac-
count of his glorious deeds inscribed on a rock surface near the site of Persepolis
in southwestern Iran, and to get his message out he made the inscription trilin-
gual. One text was written in his own language, Persian. Another was in Parthian,
the closely related language of the Arsacids, the Parthian dynasty that had ruled
Iran from the third century BC until displaced by the Sasanians in 224. The third
was in Greek, a language widely known in the Middle East ever since its conquest
by the Macedonian Alexander the Great (ruled 336-323 BC) had opened it up to
Greek colonization. That conquest had ended the rule of the Achaemenids, the
Persian dynasty that dominated the Middle East from the sixth to the fourth
century BC and likewise celebrated itself in inscriptions in Persian.

As all this makes clear, Persian has had a long history, and as might be expected
it has changed over the course of it. Unlike Arabic, it belongs to the Indo-European
family, which in contrast to Semitic cannot have originated in the Middle East.
Within this family Persian belongs to the Indo-Iranian branch, speakers of which
are likely to have arrived in Iran from the steppes in the second millennium BC.
The oldest Iranian text we possess is the Gathas, composed in an archaic Iranian
language quite close to the Sanskrit of the Védas. We first hear of the Persians in
the ninth century BC, but the oldest specifically Persian texts are the Achaemenid
inscriptions, composed in a form of the language known as “Old Persian.” There
is then a silence of several centuries until the early Sasanian inscriptions, which
are in “Middle Persian,” as is a body of literature preserved by Zoroastrian priests
(we will come to Zoroastrianism shortly). The fact that both Persian and English
(like Latin and Greek) are Indo-European languages is not, in general, of much
help to English speakers, but the following words for close relatives should be fairly
transparent: pidar, madar, biradar. As cited here, these words are in “New Per-
sian,” a form of the language that emerged only after the rise of Islam. Persian was
originally the language of the Persians in a narrow sense—that is, the people of
Persis or Fars, the region in southwestern Iran from which both the Achaemenids
and the Sasanians stemmed. But as the imperial language of both these dynasties
its use naturally spread well beyond its original homeland, particularly among the
elite. Today it is recognized without contestation as the national language of Iran,

25. For surveys of the history of the empire see R. N. Frye, “The political history of Iran under
the Sasanians,” in The Cambridge history of Iran, Cambridge 1968-91, vol. 3; J. Wiesehofer, “The late
Sasanian Near East,” in The new Cambridge history of Islam, Cambridge 2010, vol. 1.
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but there are still dialects in the north of the country that are closer to Parthian
than to Persian.

Returning to Shahpuhr’s inscription in its Middle Persian version, he introduces
himself as follows: “I, the Mazda-worshipping god Shahpuhr, King of Kings of Eran
and Anéran, of the seed of the gods . . . am the sovereign of Eranshahr.”*° Several
things in this short passage are worth a comment.

First, the passage tells us something about Persian identity in this period. The
key word is Eran. If we go forward in time, we can see in it the name of the mod-
ern country of Iran, but in Shahpuhr’s usage it is rather the name of a people, the
Iranians, who are contrasted with Anéran, the non-Iranians (“an-” is the same nega-
tive prefix as that found in Greek words such as “anarchy”). The kingdom that the
Iranians possess is Eranshahr, “the kingdom of the Iranians,” and an inscription
of the later third century stresses the role of the reigning monarch in keeping
Eranshahr “in peace and confident” and ensuring its well-being.>” If instead of
going forward we go back in time, we can make a further connection. The people
called Eran in the Middle Persian text are referred to as Aryan in the Parthian ver-
sion and as Arians (not to be confused with the Christian heretics of the same
name) in the Greek. This is a very ancient but also very familiar ethnic term. It is
well attested not just in the Avesta, the body of religious texts of which the Gathas
form part, but also in the form Arya in the oldest Sanskrit texts; from there it even-
tually made its way to the Nazis. In its third-century context Shahpuhr’s use of
the term Eran seems to aim at pitching a big tent—big enough to include Persians,
Parthians, and no doubt other Iranian ethnic groups. Thus the rarity of references
to Persians in the third-century Sasanian inscriptions could be deliberate. In this
they contrast sharply with the Achaemenid inscriptions, where references to Per-
sia and Persians abound; thus in an inscription at Persepolis, Darius I (ruled
522-486 BC) speaks proudly of “this country Persia which Ahura Mazda bestowed
upon me, good, possessed of good horses, possessed of good men,”*® and he af-
firms that thanks to his god, Ahura Mazda, and himself, it does not fear any other
country. He rarely uses the word Aryan, though at one point he describes himself
as “a Persian, son of a Persian, an Aryan, having Aryan lineage.”*® By the time of
Shahpuhr, Persians and Parthians had long been rubbing off on each other. The
very name Shahpuhr, “son (puhr) of the king (shah),” is an example, since the form
of the word for “son” used here is Parthian, not Persian. By Islamic times the Par-
thians seem to have disappeared as an ethnic group. A tenth-century Iranian

26. A. Maricq, “Res gestae divi Saporis,” Syria, 35 (1958), 304-5.

27. H. Humbach and P. O. Skjarve, The Sassanian inscription of Paikuli, Wiesbaden 1978-83, part
3.1, 60-61.

28. R. G. Kent, Old Persian, New Haven 1953, 1362 §2.

29. Kent, Old Persian, 138a §2.
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writer still knew the Parthian form “Aryan” as the name of a people, but he equated
this people with the Persians.

Second, the passage tells us something about Persian religion. As in the pagan-
ism of ancient Greece and Rome, there are many gods, and the line between gods
and humans is not sharply drawn—Shahpuhr is descended from the gods and is
himself a god. He does, however, tie himself closely to the cult of one particular
god, namely Mazda. This is Ahura Mazda, the good god of Zoroastrianism, the
ancient dualistic religion of Iran that was closely tied to Iranian ethnic identity. The
linkage between Ahura Mazda and Persian kingship was an old one, already con-
spicuous under the Achaemenids. Darius, boasting of his deeds in a famous tri-
lingual rock inscription of his own, gives credit to this god: “By the favor of Ahura
Mazda I am King; Ahura Mazda bestowed the kingdom upon me.”*® But Zoroas-
trianism was considerably older than the Achaemenids. Indeed, its oldest text,
the Gathas, could easily date from around 1000 BC. The religion flourished until
the rise of Islam, though thereafter its adherents were gradually reduced to small
communities in Iran and western India. In Shahpuhr’s time Zoroastrianism was
heavily backed by the state; as one Middle Persian text puts it, the helpmate of the
Good Religion is kingship. Kerdir, whom Shahpuhr put in charge of religious af-
fairs, celebrated himself in an inscription just like his patron. He boasted about
his closeness to Shahpuhr and his successors and described how he had ensured
that the cult flourished from Mesopotamia to Peshawar, protecting it outside the
empire wherever Shahpuhr’s armies burned and pillaged. He tormented heretics
until he “made them better,” and converted many unbelievers. Jews, Buddhists,
Hindus, Nazarenes, Christians, Baptists, and Manichaeans were all of them, he
proudly declared, “smitten in the empire.”*!

Third, Shahpuhr lays claim to a characteristic Iranian royal title, “King of Kings.”
This title, too, was old. Darius used it in introducing himself at the beginning of
his long and boastful inscription: “Tam Darius the Great King, King of Kings, King
in Persia, King of countries.”*” The Arsacid rulers of the Parthian Empire fre-
quently included the title (in Greek) on their coins. It likewise had a distinguished
future: it was to be revived in Islamic times in the form Shahanshah and seen
as a key symbol in a continuing tradition of Persian statecraft. Occasionally it
was matched by the female equivalent, “Queen of Queens.” A couple of the luck-
less rulers at the tail end of the Sasanian dynasty were women, allegedly prompt-
ing the Prophet Muhammad to observe that “a people who appoint a woman as
their ruler will not prosper.”

30. Kent, Old Persian, 119b §5.

31. D. N. Mackenzie, Kerdir’s inscription, in Iranische Denkmdler, Lieferung 13, Reihe II, Berlin
1989, 58-59 §11, §16. For a different perspective see R. E. Payne, A state of mixture, Oakland 2015,
ch. 1, “The myth of Zoroastrian intolerance.”

32. Kent, Old Persian, 119a §1.

33. Bukhari, Sahih, Beirut 1987, 7-8:687 no. 1923.
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After the third century the Persians seem to have lost the habit of inscribing
their deeds on stone. This means that for the subsequent history of their empire
we depend largely on books. But whose books? For us to possess a society’s rec-
ord of its own history, two conditions must be satisfied. The first is that its mem-
bers should have written about it. This cannot be taken for granted; even societies
that possess the skill of writing may not choose to use it to record their history.
The second is that the books, or at least a few of them, should survive into our time.
But unless books are preserved archaeologically—in caves, deserts, or waterlogged
tombs—they will survive only if people think them worth preserving throughout
the intervening generations. Here a number of interrelated historical variables
come into play. One is political: other things being equal, the literary heritage of
an elite culture that is disestablished by unsympathetic conquerors is in danger
of disappearing. Another is religious: where religious truth is understood as a zero-
sum game, the books of a sect or faith that goes extinct have little chance of
survival. Yet another is institutional: a book that has found its way into something
like a monastic library has a better chance of survival than does one in private cir-
culation. In the case of Middle Persian literature, the prospects for the survival
of historical works, though not hopeless, were dim. Middle Persian books reach
us in their original language only if they were continuously transmitted by Zo-
roastrian priests, and these priests were not much interested in history. By
contrast, some Muslim scholars of the early Islamic period were very interested
in the history of pre-Islamic Iran, and they made use of Arabic translations of
a late Sasanian chronicle known as the Khwaday-namag, the “Book of sovereigns”
(khwaday is the same word as that used by Shahpuhr when he described himself
as “the sovereign of Eranshahr”). But the accounts of Sasanian history given by
these scholars are divergent enough that we have only a rather fuzzy notion of
what the Sasanian chronicle originally said. We also have the works of con-
temporary historians writing in Syriac, Armenian, Greek, and Latin to fall back
on. They can tell us a lot about the wars between the empires, but their knowl-
edge of the internal history of the Persian Empire tends to be sketchy, particu-
larly in the case of the Greek and Latin sources.

What, then, can we say if we turn to the sinews, as opposed to the symbols, of
empire? Fortunately the broad outlines are clear enough. The foundation of im-
perial power was an ethnic division of labor, or more precisely a geographical one,
that went back to the sixth century BC. According to Herodotus, the Persians once
suggested to Cyrus (ruled 560-530 BC), the founder of the Achaemenid Empire,
that they should leave their “small and barren country” and take possession of a
better one. Cyrus warned them that if they did so they should expect to be ruled
by others rather than be rulers themselves. “Soft countries,” he told them in an
anticipation of Ibn Khald@in, “breed soft men; it is not the property of any one soil
to produce fine fruits and good soldiers too.” The Persians listened to the wisdom
of their ruler and “chose rather to live in a rugged land and rule than to cultivate
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rich plains and be slaves.”** In other words, the military manpower that created

and sustained the empire was recruited from the Persian highlands, the land Dar-
ius praised as “possessed of good horses, possessed of good men.” But this did
not mean that the rich plains with their fine fruits and servile cultivators were of
no consequence. On the contrary, it was the lowlands of Mesopotamia, irrigated
by the Tigris and the Euphrates and inhabited by Aramaic-speaking peasants, that
provided the empire with its fiscal sinews—its tax power. Mesopotamia lived on
borrowed rainfall brought to it by rivers rising in eastern Anatolia. As long as it
lasted, this combination of highland manpower and lowland tax power provided
a firm foundation for an empire based in the eastern region of the Middle East.
It worked for the Achaemenids, the Arsacids, and the Sasanians. What became of
itin the Islamic period, and what that meant for the geopolitics of the Middle East,
we will see in a later chapter.

The Avars

North of the Byzantine and Persian Empires lay the world of the steppes, the grass-
lands extending across northern Eurasia from Manchuria to Hungary. This band
of territory was the natural habitat of the horse, whose domestication a few thou-
sand years earlier had made possible the spread of nomadic pastoralism through-
out the region. Economically these nomads may have been more dependent on
sheep than on horses, but it was their horses that made them so formidable for the
civilizations to the south. In an age in which the horse was crucial to military power,
the nomads of the steppes were habituated to riding from childhood. As a fifth-
century European writer put it in describing the Huns, “You would think the limbs
of man and beast were born together, so firmly does the rider always stick to
the horse.”*® These people, he added, were not just transported on horseback;
they lived there. Their mobility made them almost impossible for settled em-
pires to conquer. As Herodotus observed of the Scythians in the region north of
the Black Sea,

Such is their manner of life that no one who invades their country can escape
destruction, and if they wish to avoid engaging with an enemy, that enemy can-
not by any possibility come to grips with them. A people without fortified
towns, living, as the Scythians do, in wagons which they take with them wher-
ever they go, accustomed, one and all, to fight on horseback with bows and
arrows, and dependent for their food not upon agriculture but upon their cattle:

34. Herodotus, The histories, 599 (9.122).
35. Sidonius, Poems [and] letters, trans. W. B. Anderson, London 1936-65, 1:31.
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How can such a people fail to defeat the attempt of an invader not only to sub-
due them, but even to make contact with them?*¢

More ominously, their equestrian skills made it possible for these nomads not just
to evade empires but to conquer them, or at least subject them to severe military
damage. As late as the seventeenth century Manchu nomads were to conquer the
whole of China. The Middle East had some protection thanks to the Black Sea,
the Caucasus, and the Caspian, but a nomad army could easily avoid these barri-
ers by taking a route to the east of the Caspian, or to the west of the Black Sea if
it could succeed in crossing the Danube, or even along the narrow coastal route
on the eastern side of the Caucasus. Only the development of modern warfare
gradually rendered steppe nomads militarily obsolete.

How did these steppe nomads of the north compare with the desert nomads
of the south? In some ways they were very similar. Seen from the viewpoint of the
sedentary agrarian civilizations, both were wild, mobile, and dangerous tribal
societies in which almost every adult male was well armed. But there were a couple
of differences that tended to make steppe nomads much more threatening. One
was their access to unlimited supplies of horses—whereas desert nomads, as Ibn
Khaldan emphasized, tended to depend on the camel, an animal of American ori-
gin that had considerable military potential for transport but was of little use on
the battlefield. Consider even just the awkwardness of riding on a camel: do you
place your saddle in front of the hump (the solution adopted by the Tuareg in the
Sahara) or behind it (a southeast Arabian solution), or do you construct an ele-
vated saddle that can go on top of it (the most widespread Arabian solution)? The
other difference was that as pastoralists go, steppe nomads were relatively aftlu-
ent. They thus had resources that favored a steeper social hierarchy than was seen
among the nomads of the desert. The peoples of the steppes were typically divided
into nobles and commoners, whereas the nomadic society of the Arabian desert
tended to be rather flat—“All alike are warriors of equal rank,” as a fourth-century
Roman observer said of the Saracens.®” Furthermore, steppe nomads had rulers
who could amass power on an imperial scale, and they were thus in a different
league from the petty kings of Arabia.

These advantages do not, however, mean that steppe empires could compare
with sedentary empires in terms of political economy. While a state built on grass
is likely to be more robust than one built on sand, it is likely to be much flimsier
than one built on rich plains with fine fruits. This explains why, on average, steppe
empires did not last as long as sedentary ones did—unless, like the Manchus, they
were able to conquer and hold a sedentary empire. In comparison to the states that

36. Herodotus, The histories, 257 (4.46).
37. Ammianus Marcellinus, [History], trans. J. C. Rolfe, Cambridge, MA 1940-52, 1:27 (14.4.3).
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ruled the world’s sedentary civilizations, steppe empires seemed to appear out of
nowhere and disappear into nowhere. Partly this impression arises from the fact
that nomads are slow to write books, so we are often dependent on scraps of in-
formation from external sources for our knowledge of their history. But it also
reflects the fact that steppe empires lacked the staying power of sedentary ones.

The Avars are a case in point. They arrived in Europe in 558 from somewhere
to the east; back there they seem to have been closely connected to the Turks,
another nomadic people of the steppes, who claimed that the Avars had been their
slaves. Like the Turks, the Avars were no doubt a tribal people, and they seem to
have practiced a similar form of paganism. As among the Turks, the ruler bore the
title Kagan. Once in Europe the Avars soon established a state based in the grass-
lands of what was later to be Hungary. They also came to rule over a large Slav
population, some of whom we encountered as the naval wing of the Avar forces
at the siege of Constantinople in 626. The Avar state was then at its peak and dis-
played an alarming proficiency in the art of siege warfare. Yet as we saw, the
Kagan called off the siege after only ten days. The reason he gave the Byzantine
defenders for this surprising withdrawal was that he had not made sufficient ar-
rangements to provision his army. Alternative explanations might be unrest in the
Avar heartland or dissension within his forces—at one point Avars were killing
Slavs who had fled from the naval disaster. Either way, this failure suggests the
limits of Avar state building. Their polity nevertheless survived in a diminished
form till destroyed by Charlemagne around 800. Thereafter the Avars disappeared
as a people; today no population claims descent from them or speaks their lan-
guage (the Avars of the northern Caucasus are not related to them).

As their fate suggests, the Avars themselves will play no further part in our story.
But they have been worth meeting because steppe nomads similar to them in char-
acter repeatedly disturbed the peace of the sedentary empires. A famous example
is the threat posed by the Huns. They were already making trouble in the steppes
to the north of the Caucasus in the later fourth century, and in 395 they bypassed
the mountains on the east to overrun parts of both the Byzantine and Persian Em-
pires. In the 440s, under the leadership of their famous king Attila, they invaded
the Balkans before moving on to western Europe; his plans also extended to the
Persian Empire but were frustrated by his death in 453 and the collapse of his king-
dom. Like the Avars, the Huns subsequently ceased to exist as a people. A later
example of a steppe empire is that of the Turks, much farther to the east, which
we will take up in a later chapter. Here it is enough to note their role, or that of
their subordinates, the Khazars, in the final war between the two sedentary em-
pires. In the 620s Heraclius reached out to them, persuading them to help him
against the Persians by invading their empire along the same route that the Huns
had taken. Just as the Persians were in league with one steppe empire against the
Byzantines, so the Byzantines were in league with another steppe empire against

(continued...)
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Arabia Felix vs. Arabia Deserta, 9

Arabian Sea, xlix map 16, lii map 19

Arabic language: Arab ethnicity and, 720;
in Baqqara Belt, 721, 771; Caliphate
administrative switch to, 111; Christians
in Spain and, 207-8; eastern Arabian
dialects and classical Arabic, 191; as
imperial language, 385; in Iran, 236;
in Khurasan, 174, 721, 771; late antique
distribution of, 17; lexicography,
189-90; Mediterranean decline of,
781-82; Modern Standard, 837; nontribal
speakers, 772-76; Qur'an and, 17, 60-61;
in Sahara, 665; sedentary vs. Bedouin
dialects, 768—-69; as Semitic, 16—17; in
Spain, Sicily, and Malta, 721; spread of,
174-75; in Syriac script, 513; triconso-
nantal roots, 16-17; words borrowed by
Persian, 268; written, as standard, 175

‘Arabistan, 763, 766, 811. See also Khuzistan

Arab lands (Ottoman provinces), xlv map 12,
503-7

Arab nationalist movement, 823

Arabs: conquests, 89-96, 113-14, 528-30;
core territory of, 720-21; costs and
benefits of Ottoman provincial status,
748-50; demographic history, 766-76;
of eastern Sahara and northeast Egypt,
664; ethnic identity as validated by Islam,
58-61; ethnic identity before rise of Islam,
15—-16; as ethnic label, 720; ethnic tensions
and bonds with Turks and Bedouins,
745-47; Fijar wars and the Arabian
interior, 4-15; large-scale state formation
sites, potential, 722—48; midscale state
formation, 750-66; Moors of western
Sahara, 661-62; territory, preferred, 94;
trade, pre-Islamic, 589-90; tribal culture,
pre-Islamic, 15-20; tribes, centrality of,
10-15. See also Muhammad (the Prophet)

‘Arabshahids, 341

Arab Spring (2011), 821-22, 826

Aragon, lviii map 25, 729, 790

Arakan, liii map 20, 388, 618-21

Arakanese, 388
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Aral Sea, xliii map 10, xliv map 11, 168, 261

Aramaic, 17, 30, 174, 178, 264, 314

Arcot, lii map 19, 615

Arctic forests, xliv map 11, 318, 326, 340

Ardabil, xlii map 9, 377

Ardashir, 400

Argentina, 803

Argobba, 697

Arians, 24, 179

Aristotle, 140, 185, 251, 833

Arma, 677

Armenia, XXXv map 2, Xxxvii map 4, xli
map 8, xlii map 9; about, 158-60; Arab
incursions, 114; aristocracy of, 47-438,
159; Byzantine and Persian empires and,
33, 47-48, 159; Christianity in, 25, 50;
monarchies, 46; rebellions, 159-60;
Turcomans, 432

Armenian language, 159

Armenians, 312, 818

armies. See military methods and culture

Arnhem Land, xlix map 16, 646

Arrajan, xlii map 9, 250

Arrian, 465

Arsacids, 26, 28, 30, 37, 158-60, 236

Arwad, xli map 8, 90

Aryans, 27-28

Asadi (Persian lexicographer), 267, 269,
271-72

Ascalon, xli map 8, 307

Ashanti, Ivi map 23, 709

Askiya Muhammad, 676, 692, 713

Askiyas, 676-77

Assyria, XXXv map 2, 15-16, 18

Astarabad, xlii map 9, 392-93

Astrakhan, Khanate of, 344, 792

astrology, 184, 279-80, 508, 761

Aswan, xl map 7, lvii map 24, 701-2

Atabeg dynasties, 363

Atatiirk (Mustafa Kemal Pasha), 834-35

Atbara River, lvii map 24, 701

Athanasian Creed, 24, 62

Athaulf, 104, 171

Athens, 464

Atlas minor (Mercator), 495-96

Atsiz, 415

Attila, 32
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Augustine of Kent, Saint, 43, 58, 827

Australia, xlix map 16, 619, 646

Austria, xlvii map 14, 463, 483, 485

Avadh. See Oudh

Avadhi language, 571

Avars, xxxiv map 1; about, 32; in Balkans,
23-24, 452; Constantinople, siege of,
20-21, 24, 93-94; Emperor Maurice on,
36; the Kagan (ruler), 20-21

Avestan, 525

Awdaghust, Ivi map 23, 667, 672

Awlad Hassan, 770

Awlad Sulayman, 766

Awlil, Ivi map 23, 654

Awraba, 215

Awrangzeb, 54850, 554-57, 560-61, 574~75

Awras, Xxxix map 6, 220

Aws, xxxvi map 3, 66-68, 71

a‘yan (local notables), 500-501

‘Aydhab, li map 18, 585-86, 592

Aydin, xIvi map 13, 444-45, 460

Ayla, xxxv map 2, xl map 7, 124

Ayutthaya, liii map 20, 623-24

‘Ayyars, 135, 258~59, 397

Ayyiubids, 419-22, 703, 753, 785

Azania, 589

Azariqa, 118, 120, 163, 181-82, 593

‘Azebs, 457

Azerbaijan, xxxvii map 4, xlv map 12, lix
map 26; about, 164-65; Babak rebellion, 136,
160, 165, 244-45; Eldigiizids, 363; llkhans,
337; Ismalis, 281; Jalayirids, 370; Karim
Khan and the Zands, 392; Kharijites, 239;
Kurds, 255-56; oil industry, 810; Otto-
mans, 379, 382; Qajars, 392; Safawids,
378-79, 382; S3jids, 246; Sallarids, 254;
steppe nomad influx and language change,
362; Timurids, 372; Turcomans, 374, 415

al-‘Aziz, 304-5

‘Azms, 505, 763

Babak, 136, 160, 165, 24445

Babur: autobiography, 373; on customary
law, 412; Hindustan, definition of, 528;
life of, 546—-47; Lodis and, 539; as
Mughal founder, 338; gazaqlig and,
345-46; women and, 550
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Bactria, xliii map 10, 386

Bactrian language, 263

Badakhshan, xliii map 10, 169

Badghis, xlii map 9, xliii map 10, 265

Badr, xxxvi map 3; Battle of, 70-71, 79, 132,
239, 428-29

Badr al-Jamali, 312

Baghdad, xli map 8, xlii map 9, xlv map 12;
‘Abbasid revivals, 761-62; Bedouiniza-
tion of dialect, 774; besieged by Nadir
Shah, 390; Biyids, 249-50, 761; capital
returned from Samarra’, 139, 276; cityscape,
modern, 836; Jalayirids, 370; Mamliks, 504;
Ottomans, 468, 749; rebellion against
al-Ma’mun, 135; security force, 136-37;
Seljugs and, 357, 360-61, 761; Timarids,
372; Turcomans, 415; ‘Ubayd and, 723

Bagratids, 160

Baha’ al-Dawla, 250

Bahadur Shah, 556, 561

Bahia, 802

Bahmanids, 54243

Bahrain (island), lix map 26, 757, 842

Bahram Chobin, 243

Bahram1, 34

BahramV, 51

Bahrayn, xxxv map 2, xxxvii map 4, xxxviii
map 5; about, 155-56; agriculture in,
8-9; attacks on Fars from, 162; ethnic
distinctions and, 773; governors, 155;
Imami scholars from, 380; Isma‘ilis,
277-78,281; Muhammad’s authority in, 75;
Persian Empire and, 36; QarmatTs, 283,
287, 296-97; rebellions, 155-56; state
formation potential, 288. See also Ahsa

Bahriyya (Mamliks), 422-23

Baiju, 441

Bakhtiyaris, xlii map 9, 396, 817

Bakil, 751

Bakri (geographer), 688-90, 708

Bakd, xlii map 9, 810

Balearic Islands, xxxix map 6, Iviii map 25,
734-35, 782

Bali (island), liv map 21, Iv map 22, 619,
632-33, 644

Bali (tribe), 229, 727

INDEX

Balj, Army of, 214

Balkans, xxxiv map 1, xliv map 11, xlv map
Avars, 23-24, 452; Aydin and Qarasi,
attacks from, 444; Bulgars, 114, 320,
330, 452; Christian population under
Ottomans, 510-11, 798; Constantinople
and, 23; Huns, 32, 452; local notables
under Ottomans, 500-501; marcher
lords, 457-58, 471; Oghuz migration to,
414-15, 452; Ottoman loss of, 798-99;
Persian language and, 388; pre-Ottoman
geography, ethnicity, religion, and state
formation, 451-53; Russians vs. Otto-
mans, 499; soup kitchens, 516; Turkic state
formation and, 386; Umayyads and, 114

Balkh, xliii map 10, 130, 169, 260, 263, 397,
407

Balq@’, xxxv map 2, 19

Baltich/Baltchis, xlii map 9, xlviii map 15,
255, 380, 553

Baltichistan (Makran), xxxvii map 4, xlii
map 9, li map 18, 168-69, 526, 528-29, 533

Bambara, lvi map 23, 708

Bandar ‘Abbas, li map 18, 586

Bangladesh, lix map 26, 799, 818

Banjjurids, 260

banking, Islamic, 839

Banna, Hasan, 835, 842

Bantén, 630, liv map 21

Bantu languages, 598-99, 6023

Bani ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘a, 5, 11, 13

Bant Hashim, 54, 64-65

Baniu Jami, 764

Banu Kab, 766

Banu ’l-Kanz, 313, 765

Banu Khalid, 757

Bant Muhanna, 300

Bant ’l-Mustaliq, xxxvi map 3, 72-74

Banu Muzni, 764

Bani Qasi, 205

Bant Riyah, 770

Banu Sama, 290-91

Banu ‘Umar, 746

Baqqara, lvii map 24, 664, 683, 721, 767, 771

Barani, Diya’ al-Din, 570, 575-76, 827
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Barbary corsairs, 476, 495, 507, 583, 785-86,
790

Barbary States, xIv map 12, lviii map 23, 467,
506-7, 739, 800

Barbosa, Duarte, 602, 604-5, 608, 610-11,
616-17, 620, 622, 629-33

Barcelona, xxxix map 6, Iviii map 25, 204,
785-86

Barghawata, xxxix map 6, 2023, 213, 230, 734

Barqa, lvii map 24, 145, 223, 304, 764

Barrad, 12-14

Barzikani Kurds, 257

Basasiri, 305

Bashas (Timbuktu), 677. See also Timbuktu

Basil 11, 432

Basques, xxxix map 6, 143, 204-5

Bagra, xli map 8, xlii map 9, xlv map 12, li
map 18; Afrasiyab dynasty, 504; Azariqa
rebellion, 118; Banu Ka‘b, 766; Diwan
system, 99; first civil war and, 101;
governors, 99; Ibadis, 120; Kiifa vs., 103;
Muntafiq, 723; as port, 588; Qarmati sack
of, 287, 297; water resources, 585; Zanj
rebellion, 278

Batavia (Jakarta), liv map 21, 634, 640, 808

Ba‘th Party, 823

Bawandids, 165-66, 247, 363

Baybars I, 423, 763, 785

Baybars II, 424

Bayezid (son of Siilleyman), 468-69, 547

Bayezid I, 456-59, 462

Bayezid II, 466, 470, 473

Bayindir, 374

Bay of Bengal, lii map 19, liii map 20, 388,
613, 623

Bayram Khan, 548

Bedouin tribes: ‘Alawids, ethnic bond with,
747; Arabic dialects, 768—69; Bant ‘Umar,
746; Mirdasids, 759-61; northward
migration into Fertile Crescent, 287;
Qarmatis and, 297. See also Arabs; camel
nomads

Beja, lvii map 24, 585, 590-91, 664-65, 703,
771, 798

Bektashis, 514-15, 572

Belgrade, xlvii map 14, 468, 484-86
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Bellini, Gentile, 465

Bello, Muhammad, 656, 680-81

Benares, xIviii map 15, 559, 575, 579

Bengal, xlviii map 15, lii map 19; British,
564-65; Burma and, 619-20; dynasties of,
540-41; Gharids, 533; Marathas, 559-60,
562; mercantile Islam, 616-17; Mughals,
548; Muslim population, 566-67;
Nabobs, 557; Persian and, 387

Benghazi, lvii map 24, 764

Berber languages, 174-75, 209, 232, 665,
739-40

Berber rebellion, 209-10, 212-14

Berbers: Almohads, 196, 313, 421, 429,
725—26; Almoravids, 228, 231-32, 666-67,
734-36; Arab conquests and, 114; Arab
migrations and, 770; on Canary Islands,
203; conquest and Arab presence,
209-10; conquest of North Africa and,
145-46; dynasties among, 199-201;
Fatimids and, 222; identity, expressions
of, 739-40; Idris among, 215-16; Islam,
spread of, 203; Judala, 654, 666-67; Jund
revolt in Tunisia and, 197; kings and
rebels, forgotten, 232, 666; Lamtina,
666-67; legendary origin, 209; Maghrawa
petty states, 230-31; Mastfa, 655, 666-69;
name of, 209; prophethood and the
Barghawata, 202-3, 213; religions and
Muslim sectarianism, 199-202, 210-11;
revolts, 116, 146; Sharifian dynasties and,
747; Spain and, 144, 224, 227-28, 729;
Sunnism, 739; territory of, 198-99; tribal
divisions and ethnic categories, 209;
Zawaya, 662, 670; Zenaga, 661-62; Zirid
rule of Tunisia, 225-27

Bible, 58-59, 63, 95-96, 698

“Big Hasan,” 370

Bihafaridh, 133-34

Bihar, xlviii map 15, 565, 819

Bijapur, xlviii map 15, 542, 572, 576

Bilal, 185

Bilgd Qaghan, 321-24, 332-33, 357, 375

bin Laden, Osama, 835, 840

Birgevi, 497, 509

Birgi, xlvi map 13, 445
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Biruni, 266, 328, 577-78

Biskra, xxxix map 6, 764-65

Bithynia, xlvi map 13, 454-55

Bitlis, xlvi map 13, 496, 503

Black Sea, xxxiv map 1-xxxv map 2, xliv
map 11, xIv map 12, xlvi map 13, xlvii map
14; Balkans and, 451; Constantinople and,
22-23; Cossack raiders on, 498; Russia and,
499; Zaporozhian Cossacks on coast of, 348

Black Swan events, 55-56, 84, 104

Blake, William, 794

Blemmyes, 664, 703

blood money, s, 12, 14, 69, 72, 83, 100

Blue Nile River, | map 17, lvii map 24, 657,
701-2, 705

Bobastro, xxxix map 6, 225

Boina, l map 17, 596

Bombay, xlviii map 15, lii map 19, 545, 564

“Book of Dede Qorqud,” 375-76, 442

books: Arab heritage, 179-82; Arabic-Berber
dictionary, 740; catalog of Ibn al-Nadim,
179-80; civilization and, 172; dictionary of
Murtada al-Zabidy, 580; libraries in French-
occupied Egypt, 831; library of the Khan of
Bitlis, 496; modern printing of, 836-37;
Persian Empire and, 29; Rustamid import
of, from the east, 200-201; Spanish Umayyad
import of, from the east, 207. See also
heritage, cultural and literary; translation

Borgu, 682

Borkliije Mustafa, 514

Borneo, liv map 21, Iv map 22; Barbosa on,
633; Christianity and Islam on, 634;
geography, 618-19, 631; Indian culture
and, 632; mercantile Islam, 631; migra-
tion to Madagascar from, 594-95. See
also Brunei

Bornd, lvi map 23, 660, 663-64, 680, 682,
688. See also Kanem-Bornu

Bosnia, xlvii map 14, 453, 455, 466, 511, 513

Bosnia and Herzegovina, 799

Bosphorus, 20-21, 23, 35, 142, 454-55, 490,
498-99, 786

Bougie, xxxix map 6, 230, 735

Brahmaputra River, xlviii map 15, 549

Brahmins, 263, 525, 560, 625-26

INDEX

Brava,  map 17, 605

Brazil, 8023

Britain: in Africa, 684; in Egypt, 800, 809;
France vs, 557, 564-65; in India, 557-58,
563-64, 791, 799; Indian Ocean islands
and, 648; in Iraq and Jordan, 800-801;
Macaulay’s The History of England,
792-94, 796; monarchies and, 825;
Morocco and, 678; oil industry and, 810,
812-13; in Oman, 754-55; pre-existing
states preserved by, 800; reactions to
power of, 794-96; sailing ships, 786; in
Southeast Asia, 634-35

brothering, 76

Brunei, Iv map 22, lix map 26; British, 800;
Islam in, 633; monarchy, 801, 825; oil
industry, 812-13; Philippines, influence
on, 635

bubonic plague, 48, 425

Buda, xlvii map 14, 468

Buddha, 49, 51

Buddhism: on Ceylon, 263, 616, 631; in
India, 525; in Maldives, 648; Mongols
and, 339-40, 367; al-Muqanna“and,
134; Oirats and, 340; Qalmags and, 340,
342-43; Sindh, disappearance from, 530;
Sinhalese, 616; in Southeast Asia, 624,
631; spread of, 527; spread of Christianity
and, 51; texts translated into Chinese, 186;
Théravada, 616, 624, 631, 648; Tibetan,
339-40, 367; Tibetan account of Islam,
340; Turks and, 339; Uighur Buddhist
dynasty, 325; Védas, 263; Yuan dynasty
and, 336-37

Bugis, lv map 22, 637

Buhlal ibn Rashid, 196-97

Bukhara, xliii map 10; about, 168; Abt
’l-Ghaz1’s raid on, 342; Arabs, 169;
converts and language, 176; Ilyasids and,
260; Ozbeg Khanate and, 406; Qur'an in
vernacular, 263; Russians, 800; Samanids,
246; water supply, 235

Bulgaria, 453, 455-56

Bulgarian language, 513

Bulgarians, xIvii map 14, 320, 330, 436,
452-53
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Bulgar language, 320-22, 326, 330, 452

Bulgars, xliv map 11; in Balkans, 114, 320,
330, 452; conversion to Islam, 327;
Khazars and, 327; Qipchags and, 338-39;
settlement, 414; Slavs and, 453; of Volga,
320, 326-27

Buluggin, 226

Burdur, 433, xIvi map 13

bureaucracy: ‘Abbasid, 130, 138, 276-77;
Arabic, use of, 111; Arabs and, 40, 96, 152;
armies led by bureaucrats, 397; Biyid,
250-52; Coptic fiscal bureaucrats in
Egypt, 421, 424, 428-30; Delhi Sultan-
ate, 536; Egyptian, 44, 96, 420-21;
fourth civil war and, 135; Ilkhan, 367;
ISIS, 835; modern, 817-18; Mughal, 387,
551-52; Ottoman, 458, 476-78; Persian,
356, 358-59, 367; secure tenure of offices,
Qochu Beg on, 493; Seljuq, 358-59.
See also taxation

Burhan al-Din, 445-46

Barids, 416

Burkina Faso, lix map 26

Burma, liii map 20, 388, 619-20, 623, 631

Bursa, xlvi map 13, 446, 453-56

Busbecq, Ogier Ghiselin de, 467, 486, 493,
513, 515

Bushire, li map 18, 586-87

Buya, 248

Bﬁyids, 243-44, 248-55, 276, 284-85, 289,
399-400, 761

Byzantine Empire, XxXxiv map 1-Xxxv map 2;
about, 22-24; ‘Abbasid dynasty compared
to, 126—27; administrative influence of,
478-79; Aleppo as vassal, 305; Arab
conquests and, 92—95; Arabia, relation
to, 36-37; Avar siege of Constantinople
(626), 20-21, 24, 93-94; Bulgaria and,
453; Christianity and, 24-25; Constanti-
nople, loss of, 462; ecclesiastical system,
478; Egypt under, 23, 148, 152; evicted
from North Africa, 113-14; Fatimids and,
305; Goths and, 104; iconoclasm, 134;
Mirdasids and, 760; Muhammad’s
expeditions toward Syria, 71; Oghuz and,
377; Ottomans and, 454; Persian Empire,
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final war with, 32-35, 48-49; recon-
quests in Anatolia and Syria, 284, 286;
reconstituted as Ottoman Empire, 463;
relations with Persian Empire, 33-35;
residual, 445; revival of, 439, 784; Seljugs
VS., 414-15, 439; slave trade and, 425-26;
Turcomans in Anatolia and, 432-33;
Uzes, 414

Byzantium, 22-23, 464

Caesarea, 433

Cairo, xI map 7, xlv map 12, li map 18, lvii
map 24; Bedouin raids around, 724;
cityscape, modern, 836; Fatimids and,
304, 740; Mamluks, 505-6, 749; non-
tribal Arab population, 774; opera
house, 836; Ottomans, 486, 749; popular
disturbances, 775; Qarmat siege of, 297,
305; railroad to Alexandria, 795; Zangids,
417

Calcutta, xlviii map 15, lii map 19, 545,
564-65, 578, 617

calendars, xxv, 172, 382, 397, 642-43

Calicut, lii map 19, 607, 611

Caliphate, xxxvii map 4; ‘Abbasid dynasty,
128—-43; administration in/from Medina
(632-656), 97-101; Arab conquests,
89-96; civil war, first (656-661), 101-4;
conception of, 126; egalitarianism,
92-93, 105; establishment of, 88;
hereditary succession to, 105; Islamic
civilization, formation of, 171-92;
provinces of, 143-70; successions after
Abu Bakr, 97-98; succession to the
Prophet (632), 88-89; Syria, central
government in, 103—4; Umayyad dynasty,
104-28. See also ‘Abbasid Caliphate;
Fatimids; Umayyad Caliphate

Caliphate, breakup of (‘Abbasid): Bahrayn,
296-97; Berber lands, 198-203, 209-12,
230-31; Berber rebellion, 210, 212-14;
caliph as mere figurehead, 279-80;
central government, decline of, 275-80;
counter-caliphs, imperial restorationists,
and nativist prophets in Iran, 237-45;
Egypt, new dynasties in, 300-312;
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Caliphate, breakup of (‘Abbasid) (continued)
Fatimids, rise of, and aftermath, 216-25;
Fertile Crescent, new states in, 284-87;
the Hijaz, 298-300; Ibn Khaldan on state
formation and, 312-13; Iran, petty states
in, 245-62; Isma‘ilis, failure of, 280-84;
material resources and future of Muslim
world, 313; Mongols and, 365; Oman,
288-92; Persian culture, emergence of,
262-73; post-Seljuq period compared to,
362-64; Shiism, coming of, to North
Africa, 215-16; silence on pre-Islamic
heritage, 314; Spain, 203-8, 213-15, 223-25,
227-30; Tunisia, 196-98, 218-21, 225-27;
Yemen, 292-96

call to prayer, Shi‘ite vs. Sunni, 219

Cambay, xlviii map 15, lii map 19, 578, 606

Cambodia, liii map 20, 618, 624, 631

camel nomads: Arab, 16, 38, 175, 236, 662,
670, 683, 685, 771; Ibn Khaldan on, 14-15,
31, 45-46; non-Arab, 95, 431, 585, 605, 654

camels: about, 31; artillery mounted on,
407, 563; spread to Africa, 659-60, 662

Canarian languages, 654

Canary Islands, lvi map 23, 203, 654, 790

Cannanore, lii map 19, 607

Canton, xlix map 16, 590, 621

Cape Comorin, lii map 19, 612, 619

Cape of Good Hope, xlix map 16, 424, 598,
631, 706

capital cities, purpose-built, 129, 139, 197,
219-20, 223-24, 365, 558

Cappadocia, xlvi map 13, 424, 436, 513

Carduchia, 47-48

Carolingians, 114, 204, 358

Carthage, xxxiv map 1, xxxix map 6, 221,
564, 659, 770

Carthaginians, 194, 668

Casablanca, 808

Caspian Region, xxxvii map 4, 165-66, 239,
377

Caspian Sea, xxxv map 2, xlii map 9, xliv
map 11, 161, 343, 401

Castile, lviii map 25, 729

Catalans, 444, 786

Catalonia, lviii map 25, 785-86

INDEX

Catholicism: in Argentina, 803; cultural
imitation and, 828; in Davao, 647; in Ireland,
437; in Kosovo, 514; Latin and, 263; Moris-
cos and, 730; Orthodoxy vs., 24, 452-53;
in Philippines, 636; Pontine Marshes and,
798; in Ragusa, 472; religious toleration
and, 381; in Sierra Leone, 711

Cau Bana Cand, 624

Caucasus Mountains, xxxv map 2, xlii map
9, xliv map 11, 324, 800

Caulukyas, 543

Cebu, Iv map 22, 635

censuses: British India, 67, 566-67, 815;
Ceylon, 616; early Islamic, 99, 101, 150;
Egypt, 805, 815; Indonesia, 815; Mongol,
335; Roman, 46-47

Central Asia, xxxv map 2, xliv map 11; about,
235-36, 405-8; legal legacy of the
Mongols, 408-12; as source of raw materi-
als, 809. See also Mongols; Qara Khitay;
steppes; Turcomans; specific regions

Ceuta, 202, 214

Ceylon, xlviii map 15, lii map 19; compared
to Southeast Asia, 631; Indian military
power in, 526; Maldives and, 6438;
maritime trade, 589; Pali Buddhist texts,
263; Sinhalese Buddhists and Tamil
Hindus, 616

Chad, lix map 26, Ix map 27

Chaghaniyan, xliii map 10, 260

Chaghatay (son of Chingiz Khan), 336, 338,
347

Chaghatay Khanate, 335-38, 371, 407, 411, 536

Chaghatay language, 373, 387, 550-51

Chaghatay people, 372-73

Chaghri, 361

Chagos Islands, xlix map 16, 647

Chaka, 432

Chaldaic, 174

Chams and Champa (Sanf), liii map 20,
621-23, 645, 843-44

Chandarlis, 471-72

Chapanids, 501-2

Chardin, John, 381, 383-84

Charlemagne, 32

Charles of Anjou, 780
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Cheng Ho, 349, 647

China, xliv map 11, xlix map 16, Ix map 27;
access from Indian Ocean, 617, 621; Bilgi
Qaghan on Turks and, 322-24; censuses,
335; Chingiz Khan and, 334; civilization
and spread, 171; communism, 823;
Confucian revival, 845; Indian Buddhist
texts translated into Chinese, 186; inter-
net censorship, 821; Liao dynasty, 330-31,
409; maritime expeditions, 647; Ming and
Manchu dynasties, 31-32, 340, 343-44,
349, 402, 409, 647; Mongols, expulsion of,
115, 402; Muslims of, 348-54; paganism,
49; Persian and, 388; T ang dynasty,
409; Yuan dynasty, 336-38, 348-49,
408-10; Zanj, 601

Chinese Turkestan. See Turkestan, Chinese

Chingizids, 339, 341, 368, 406-12. See also
Mongols

Chingiz Khan: about, 333-35; conquests,
364; in India, 533; Mughal lineage, 550;
qazaqlig and, 347; Timir compared to,
372; Yasa (law code) of, 365-66, 368,
408-12, 479

Chios, xlvi map 13, xlvii map 14, 564, 799

Chishtis, 572

Chobanids, 370

Christianity: Anglican, 515-16; antinomian-
ism, 309; Arabia, Christian encirclement
of, 41, 43, 63, 85; Arians, 24; in Armenia,
159; Athanasian Creed, 24, 62; in Balkans,
452-53, 510-11, 798; Berbers and, 210;
Buddhism blocked by, 527; Bulgars and,
320; Byzantine Empire and, 24-25;
communities combining Islam with, 222;
conversion of Arabs to, 41-42; Coptic
patriarch of Alexandria, 695; crypto-
Christian populations, 513; in Egypt, 104;
in Ethiopia, 695, 697, 712; incarnation,
309; in late antique Arabia, 41-43;
on Madagascar, 598; Maronite, 782;
Mongols and, 367; Monophysites, 24,
159, 695; as monotheism, 50; Nestorians,
24, 527; in Nubia, 702-4; Orthodox, 24,
452-53, 499, 828; in Ottoman Empire,
510-11, 513—20; in Philippines, 635-36;
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on smaller Indian Ocean islands, 647;
in Southeast Asia, 633-36; in South
Korea, 838; Spain, reconquest of, 204;
Spanish Inquisition, 730-31; spread of,
50-51; Stfism and, 190; Tatars and, 344;
Turcomans in Anatolia and, 434-38;
Turks and, 339; Vladimir I’s conversion
to, 327; in West Africa, 711. See also
Catholicism

Chuvash, 320, 326, 339

Cilicia, xli map 8, xlvi map 13, 284, 302, 442,
472,798

Cilician Armenian kingdom, 443, 445

Cirappuranam (Umaruppulavar), 614

Circassia, xlv map 12, 519, 797

Circassian language, 423

Circassians, 423, 426

Citakkati (Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir), 613-14

civilization, Islamic: about civilization
formation, adoption, and appropriation,
171-73; Arab heritage, 179-82; cultural
formation and identity, 190-91; Islam,
spread of, 176-79; as “Islamic,” 191-92;
Islamic sciences and, 186-90; linguistic
competition and spread of Arabic,
174-75; non-Arab heritage, 182-86

civil wars in the Caliphate: first, 101-5,
114-15, 117, 122, 149; second, 105, 109, 115,
117, 122, 149; third, 105, 112, 115, 122, 149;
fourth, 1035, 134-36, 149-50; ‘Abbasid
revolution, 122-26; Egypt and, 149-50

client relationships, 11-12

Clovis, 43

Cochin, lii map 19, 611

Cocos Islands, xlix map 16, 648

coinage: Ascalon, 307; Danishmendid, 402;
Golden Horde, 338; Ibadi, 292; Indian,
550, 577; Iranian, 394, 402; Khazar, 325;
Muslim, history of, 152; North African,
232, 263; in Persian style, 172-73, 244;
Qur’anic messages on, 173; reform, 111,
173; Sajid, 246; Yemeni, 294

Colas, 607

colleges and universities, 478, 816. See also
madrasas

communication, premodern, 45-46
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communication technologies, modern, 807,
820-21

Comnenid dynasty, 433

Comorian language, 648

Comoros, ] map 17, lix map 26, 604,
647-48, 651

Compagnie des Indes Orientales, 564

Conakars, 614

Confucianism, 337, 350

Confucius, 49, 349-50, 353-54

conquistadors, 678

conservative realism, 494-95

Constantine (emperor), 22, 50, 452

Constantine (North Africa), xxxix map 6, 216

Constantinople, xxxiv map 1; Arab conquests
and failure to take, 92, 114; Avar siege
of (626), 20-21, 24, 93-94; founding of,
22; location, effects of, 22-23; Ottoman
conquest of, 462, 481; Ottomans and, 455;
Virgin Mary and, 25. See also Istanbul

Constitution of Medina, 68-70, 82,153

consultation (shiura), 76-77, 125, 697

conversion to Islam: Aceh, 329; Africa,
711-13; ancient heritage, loss of, 314;
Bulgars, 327; Copts, 430; Dar Far and
Ghana, 687; exemption from poll tax and,
176; India, 530, 566, 576; language and,
in Bukhara, 176; loyalty to ancestors vs.,
58-59, 62-63; Mawali, 177-78; Ottoman
Empire, 511; Qazags, 339; slavery and,
176-77; spread of Islam, 176-79; Turkic,
325-26. See also mercantile Islam

Coptic language, 17, 174, 314

Copts: conversion to Islam, 430; Coptic-
Muslim relations, 428-31; as ethnic
label, 314; in Fayym, 767-68; as fiscal
bureaucrats, 421, 424, 428-30; in French
invasion, 431; Muhammad on, 150-51;
numbers of, 430-31; persecution of,
429-31; rebellions against the Caliphate,
115, 134, 150-51

Cordoba, xxxix map 6, 207, 227-28, 729, 731

Coromandel coast, lii map 19, 621

corsairs, 476

Corsica, xxxix map 6, xIv map 12, Iviii map
25,782

Cossacks, 344, 348, 498, 794, 819

INDEX

cotton as cash crop, 808-9

cow, sacred, 576

Crete, xlv map 12; Arabic, absence of, 782;
Greek-speaking Muslims, 513; Menteshe,
444; Ottomans, 483, 492, 497, 782-83;
Venice and, 564

Crimea, xlv map 12; Khanate of, 336, 347,
446, 792, 816; military Europeanization
and, 509; as Ottoman vassal, 466-67,
472, 499; Russians, 499, 797; slaves from,
426; Western education in, 816

Crimean Tatars, 343, 457, 479, 485

Crimean War, 821

Croatia, xlvii map 14, 453

Croats, 452-53

Crusaders: in Balkans, 463; First Crusade,
416, 432-33, 442, 784-85; Jerusalem,
Christian kingdom of, 416; Ottomans
and, 463; in Syria, 419, 424; traversing
Anatolia, 442; Turcomans in Anatolia
and, 432-33; Usama ibn Munqidh and,
829-30; Zangids and, 417-19

Ctesiphon, xxxv map 2, 33, 35, 94, 235, 242

cultural heritage. See heritage

Cushitic languages, 694

Cyprus, xlv map 12, xlvi map 13; Arab
conquests and, 92, 147; Arabic on, 782;
crypto-Christian population, 513; forced
migration to, 510; Mamliks, 424, 785;
Ottomans, 483, 510, 782-83; Turkish on,
783; Venice and, 564

Cyrenaica, xxxvii map 4, Ivii map 24; about,
145,147; Arab tribes, 664; Ayyubids, 421;
Fatimids, 304; Mamliks, 424; Mirdasids,
760; state formation, midscale, 764;
Tualanids, 302

Cyrus, 29

Dacca, xlviii map 15, 567

Dagomba, lvi map 23, 709-10

Dahlak Islands, li map 18, 585-86

Dajil, 683

Dakhnis, 542, 555

Dalmatia, xlvii map 14, lviii map 25, 452-53, 784

Damascus, xli map 8, xlv map 12; ‘Azms, 505,
763; Biirid dynasty, 416; cityscape, modern,
836; Evliya Chelebi, 520; factionalism, 132;
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governors of, 135; Hamdanids, 286;
Ahmad al-Jazzar, 505; Kalb siege of, 286;
Mamluks, 749; militia (ahdath), 306-7;
nearby peasant population, 774; nontribal
Arab population, 774; office of Naqib al-
Ashraf, 749-50; Ottomans, 467; Qarmatis,
287; railroad to Medina, 795; Seljugs, 416;
Timaurids, 372; Turcomans, 415-16;
Zangids, 417

Damietta, xl map 7, 784

Danishmendids, 437

Danube River, xxxiv map 1, xliv map 11, xlvii
map 14, 24, 414, 451

Dagqiqi, 269-70

Dar‘a, Ivi map 23, 666

Dara (Darius), 253

Dara Shukoh, 555-56, 574-75

Darband (Bab al-Abwab), xlii map 9, 164-65

Darb al-Arba‘in (“forty-day trail”), 687

Dardanelles, 444-45, 455, 460, 475

Dar Far, lvii map 24; about, 683-85; geog-
raphy, 658; Hausa and, 680; Islam, date
of conversion to, 687; sedentary black
population, destruction of, 766; slave
trade, 708; Wadai and, 682

Darius I, 27-30

dating practices, 17273

Davao, Iv map 22, 647

Daylam, xlii map 9, 241, 247, 281

Daylamites, 166, 241-42, 245, 247-55, 295

Daysam, 254

Deccan, xlviii map 15, lii map 19; Awrangzéb,
555; dynasties of, 541-43; geography and
water resources, 523; Marathas, 556,
558-60; Mughals, 548-49; Nizams of
Hyderabad, 557

deism, 515-16

Delhi, xlviii map 15; Babur and, 546;
citizen defense, §53-54; Durrani, 563;
Ghdrids, 533; Hému, 547; Humayan
enthroned in, 547; Iltutmish, 539; riots,
Hindu-Muslim, 578; sacked by Nadir
Shah, 390-91, 394; Sayyids, 539; Sikhs,
561; Timur’s sack of, 372, 536

Delhi Sultanate, 534-44, 570

Démak, liv map 21, 626, 630, 640

Dénia, xxxix map 6, 230
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Derde, 663

Dévagiri, xlviii map 15, 541

Devshirme (“Collection” of children), 457,
471, 487

Déwdad, 246

Dhofar, xxxviii map 5, li map 18, 421, 585, 592

Dha Jibla, 752

dialectical theology (Kalam), 187-88

Dialonke, Ivi map 23, 711

diaspora, Muslim, 803-4

Dila’, xxxix map 6, 742

Dinka, lvii map 24, 706-7

Dipanagara, 641

Dir‘iyya, xxxviii map 5, 757-58

Diu, xlviii map 15, lii map 19, 544, 606

Diwan (stipend system), 99-100, 108, 148,
156-57, 172

Diyar Bakr, xli map 8, 256, 375

Djibouti, lix map 26

Dobruja, xlvii map 14, 415

documents and documentary tradition in
Egypt, 151-53

Don Cossacks, 348

Dongola, lvii map 24, 701-2, 704

Donmes, 512

Don River, xlv map 12, 482

Doquz Khatin, 366

Dravidian languages, 525

droughts, 9

Druze, 310, 763, 803

Dulafids, 164

Dulghadir (Dhii ’l-Qadr), 442

Duqagq, 416

Durrani monarchy, 390-91, 563

Dushan, Stefan, 453

Dutch: Australia and, 619; sailing ships,
786; Sétupatis and, 613; in Southeast
Asia, 634, 640, 791, 800, 809

Dzungars. See Oirats

East Africa, | map 17; China in, 647; mari-
time Southeast Asia compared to, 626-28;
maritime trade, 590, 598-604; Ottoman
corsair on coast of, 482; as provincial,
651; Shi‘ism, 592

Eastern Desert of Egypt, xxxiv map 1, x]
map 7, 17, 703
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eastern orientation: in North Africa,
196-98; in Spain, 206-8, 229

East India Company, 564-65, 634-35, 791

East Timor, 799

Edessa, xli map 8, 417

Edirne, xlvii map 14, 455

education, secular or Western, 815-16

Egypt, xxxiv map 1, xxxvii map 4, xI map 7,
xlv map 12, li map 18, lvii map 24, lix
map 26; ‘Abbasid reconquest of, 302;
‘Amr ibn al-‘As as governor of, 100-101;
Arab migrations from, 769-72; army,
modern, 819, 826-27; Ayyubids, 420-22;
Banu ’l-Kanz, 313, 765; black slave soldiers,
426; British, 800, 809; bubonic plague,
425; Byzantine Empire and, 23, 148,
152; caliphate administrative structures,
101; caliph lack of interest in, 300-301;
Christian converts, 104; Christianity,
Monophysite, 25; civilization, emergence
of, 43-44; civil war, 310-12; conquest of,
145, 148, 658; Coptic-Muslim relations
and persecution of Copts, 428-31; Coptic
rebellions, 115, 134, 150; cotton, 808-9;
Fatimids, 223, 277, 303-12, 724; female
ruler, 422; French, 429, 431, 685, 831;
Ikhshidids, 277, 286, 303; industrial
sector, 810; Islamist government, 825;
Isma‘ilis, 281; Jund elite, 148-50, 175;
languages in late antiquity, 17; literacy
rate, 815; malcontents, 100-101, 103;
Malikism, 592; monarchy, loss of, 801;
Mu‘awiya and, 107; al-Mu‘tasim in,
137-39; nationalization, 818; nomad-
peasant relations, 313; nontribal Arabic
speakers, 772; North-South divide,
135—36; Nubia and, 148, 304, 658, 702—4;
Ottoman laws, 480; Ottomans, 467, 486,
724, 749; papyrus documents, 151-53;
peasant populations, 774; Persian Empire
and, 23, 35, 40-41, 49, 148; polytheism,
49; population growth, 805; al-Qa’im’s
failure to conquer, 218; Qarmatls, 297,
305; Qipchags, 420; refugee ‘Abbasid
caliphs, 424; restoration of ‘Abbasid rule,
137; Roman censuses and control, 46-47;

INDEX

Saudis expelled from the Hijaz, 498;
Seljugs, 415, 418; slave soldiers, 138;
socialism, 823; state formation potential,
large-scale (10th c. onward), 723-25;
stipend system (Diwan) and, 100, 148;
Sunnism, restoration of, 419; Syria,
domination of, 284; taxation, 96, 150;
Talanids, 277, 301-2; United Arab
Republic, 818; university, 816; water
resources, 45; Yemen and Saudi Arabia,
occupation of, 801; Zangids, 417-19.
See also Mamluk Sultanate

Elam, 160

Elamite language, 160

Elburz mountains, 161, 165, 169, 239

Eldigiizids, 363

Elizabeth I, 678

Eneriik, 437

England. See Britain

English language, 385, 387, 389, 513, 837

Ennedi, lvii map 24, 667

Ephesus, xlvi map 13, 25, 432

Epicurus, 49

Epirus, xlvii map 14, 513

Eretna, 445-46

Ertoghrul, 460

Erzinjan, xlvi map 13, 374, 378, 445, 456

Erzurum, xlvi map 13, 485

Esarhaddon, 18

Ethelbert of Kent, 43, 58, 713, 827

Ethiopia (Ethiopian highlands), xxxv map 2,
xxxviii map s, | map 17, li map 18, lvii map
24, Ix map 27; about, 694-96; Blue Nile
River and, 657; Christianity, 695, 697, 712;
failed expedition against (641), 95;
geography, 693-94, 697; maritime trade,
589; Muslim-Christian warfare and
relations, 696-701; refuge offered to
Muslims, 65; Umayyad dynasty and, 113;
Yemen, military intervention in, 10

Ethiopic, 16. See also Ge‘ez

Ethiopic script, 527-28

Euphrates River, xxxv map 2, xli map 8, xlv
map 12, li map 18, 45, 375, 766

Evliya Chelebi: about, 518-20; on Alba-
nians, 388, 771; on Dahlak Islands, 586;
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on Jews, 512; on Kastamonu, 442; on
Kurdistan, 503; on library of the Khan of
Bitlis, 496; on marriage, 470; on oil, 810;
on Sinnar, 705; on soup kitchens, 516; on
Spain, 731; on Turk stereotype, 481

Fadak, 72, 96

Fadlawayh, 399-400

Fakhkh, battle at, 215

famine, 9, 307, 311, 434, 586, 805

Fana Khusraw. See ‘Adud al-Dawla

Farazdagq, 181-82

Farghana, xliii map 10, 407, 546

Farrukhi, 269

Fars, Xxxxv map 2, Xxxvii map 4, xlii map 9,
li map 18; about, 162; Arab raids on, 37;
Buayids, 250, 253; dialect of, 236; Isma‘lis,
281; Karim Khan and the Zands, 392;
Kazariuni Safi order, 237; Kharijites,
239; Muzaffarids, 370, 400-401; Persian
language and, 26, 263-64; Saffarids, 259;
Shabankara, 399-400; Turcomans, 362

Fartit, 708

Fath-‘Ali Shah, 393, 396-97

Fatima, 89, 117, 756

Fatimids: Berber territory and, 222;
Byzantine Empire and, 305; civil war,
310-12; dynasty in Tunisia, 218-21; in
Egypt, 223, 277, 303-12, 724; al-Hakim,
reign of, 307-10; Hidden Imam of
the Imami Shi‘ites and, 419; Hijaz and,
755; Isma‘ili heritage and, 308-9, 331;
Mirdasids and, 760; in Morocco, 733;
al-Mustansir, reign of, 307-8, 310-12;
Nukkari rebellion against, 201; Qarmatis
and, 283, 297, 304; rise to power, 216-18;
in Sicily, 221-22; in Syria, 284; in Tunisia,
217-21, 223, 725; Umayyad rivalry with,
222-23; in Yemen, 295-96, 304; Zangids
and, 417-19; Zirid Tunisia and, 225-26

Fayyam, xI map 7, 767-68

Fazzan, lvi map 23, 213, 421, 663, 665-66,
672,766

Ferdinand I of Castille, 728

Ferozkoh. See Jam

Féroz Shah III, 576

861

Fertile Crescent, xxxv map 2, xxxvii map 4,
xli map 8; Arabic, spread of, 174-75, 314;
aridity increase in, 313; border regions
of, 157-61; nomad-peasant relations,
313; as province, 277-78; state formation,
284-87, 759-63. See also Jazira

Fez, xxxix map 6, Ivi map 23, Iviii map 25;
‘Alawids, 742; Almoravids, 735; cityscape,
modern, 836; Fatimids and, 222; Idrisids,
199-200, 743; Khazarids, 231; Marinids,
738; Ottomans, 741; population, 808;
Portuguese, 741; sedentary dialect, 769;
Wattasids, 738-39

fiefs, 252, 457, 473, 476, 552

Fijar wars, 4-15

Fiji, 804

Firdawsi, 2635, 269-70, 393. See also
Shahnama

fiscal surveys, Ottoman, 476

Fragile States Index, 821-22

France, lviii map 25; in Algeria, 797, 820;
Egypt and, 429, 431, 685, 791-92, 831;
monarchies and, 825; Muslims in, 804;
raids from Spain into, 204, 782; in the
Sahara, 665; vs. British, in India, 5§57,
564—-65; women in, 830

Franks, 36, 43, 416, 418, 424, 829-30

Frashéri, Shemseddin Sami, 833-34

French language, 800, 832

Fulani, lvi map 23, 667, 673, 679-83, 708,
711, 713, 770-71, 802

Fulfulde, 680

fundamentalism, Islamic, 496-97

Funj, | map 17, 685-86, 705, 765

Fur, lvii map 24, 683

Fustat, xl map 7, 149-50, 281, 304

Futa Jalon, Ivi map 23, 680, 711, 713

Fata Toro, lvi map 23, 674, 676, 680

Gagauz, 339, 415

Galen, 183, 188

Galicia, xxxix map 6, 205

Galla. See Oromo

Gallipoli, xIvi map 13, xlvii map 14, 455, 475
Gambia, lix map 26

Ganges River, xlviii map 15, 5§23, 567
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Ganja, xlii map 9, 256

Gao, lvi map 23, 663, 675-76, 689-90

Garamantes, lvi map 23, 656, 661, 665-66,
672

Gathas, 26-28

Gaza, xxxviii map 5, xli map 8, 59

Ge‘ez, 694-96. See also Ethiopic

genealogy, 11, 180, 329, 460

Genoa, xxxix map 6, lviii map 25, 227, 782,
784

Georgia, xxxv map 2, xlii map 9, 46, 50, 159,
381-82

Georgians, xIvi map 13

German languages, 771

Germiyan, xlvi map 13, 443, 446, 455

Ghadamis, xxxix map 6, 756-57

Ghalib ibn ‘Abdallah al-Laythi, 78

Ghalzay, 389-90, 395

Ghana, lvi map 23, 660-61, 667, 674-75,
687-90

Ghana (modern country), 653, 709

Ghassan ibn ‘Abdallah, 292

Ghassanids, xxxv map 2, 39-41, 759

Ghazali, 280

Ghazan, 334, 367

Ghazi Chelebi, 444

Ghazna, xlviii map 15, 260, 531, 533

Ghaznawids, 243-44, 247-48, 260-61,
266-67, 359, 397, 531-34

ghost towns, coastal, 585

Ghir, xlii map 9, xliii map 10, 169, 533

Ghirids, 256, 533-34, 540, 543

Gibraltar, xxxix map 6, lviii map 25, 785, 788

Gilan, xlii map 9, 166, 236

Gilites, 236, 241-42, 245, 251

Gindibu, 16, 38

Giray Khan, 345-47

Gnosticism, 51-52

Goa, xIviii map 15, lii map 19, 544, 607

Gobir, lvi map 23, 680

Goddess of the Southern Ocean, 641-42,
844

Gokalp, Ziya, 834

Golden Horde, 335-38, 411, 425, 452, 454

gold trade, 656-57, 687, 708-9

Gonja, lvi map 23, 710

INDEX

Gospel, 61

Goths and Visigoths: Arianism among,
178; disarray, 228; in Gaul, 104; Roman
civilization and, 171; in Spain, 104, 143,
145, 205-6, 729

Granada, xxxix map 6, lviii map 25, 728-29,
740, 791

Great Zimbabwe, 1 map 17, 599

Greece, xxxiv map 1, xlvii map 14; Aydin,
444; Ottomans, 455, 782; polytheism, 49;
rebellion against the Ottomans, 798-99;
Slavs, 451-52

Greek civilization, 171

Greek language: borrowed words, 513;
Byzantines and, 22; in late antiquity, 17;
lexicography, 189; in Ottoman Yanina,
501; Persians and, 26; spoken by Muslims,
513; translations into Arabic, 183-85

Greek mercenaries, 47-48

Greeks, 451-52, 818

gross domestic product, 813

Guinea, lix map 26, 657, 710-11, 822

Gujarat, xlviii map 15, lii map 19; Bahmanids
and, 543; Ghaznawids, 534; Humayin and,
547; inscriptions, 609; Marathas, 559-60;
maritime commerce, 589; Mughals, 548;
Muslim merchants, 609; ports, 606-7;
sultanate of, 543-44; textiles from, 620

Gulf of Aden, xxxviii map 5, li map 18, 696

Guptas, 524, 527

Gurganj, 261

Guyanas, 804

Giiylg, 335, 408

Giizelhisar, xlvi map 13, 433-34

Gwalior, xlviii map 15, 560, 571

Gypsies, 526

Hadhbani Kurds, 257

al-Hadi ila ’1-Haqq (Yahya ibn al-Husayn),
131, 134, 143, 293-95

Hadith, 188

Hadiyya, lvii map 24, 699, 706

Hadramawt, xxxv map 2, xxxviii map s,
li map 18, 120, 591-92, 751

Hadramis, 13, 592, 829

Hafiz, 388
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Hafsids, 725-26, 738-39, 764-65

Hagar, 150

al-Hajar1, Ahmad ibn Qasim, 796, 830

Hajj. See pilgrimage to Mecca

Hajjaj, 109-10, 163, 529

Hajji Baba, 621

al-Hakam II, 227

Halimi, 271

Halmahera, Iv map 22, 618, 646-47

Ham, “curse” of, 693

Hamadhan, xlii map 9, xIv map 12, 163, 235,
253, 256, 358, 495

Hamabh, xli map 8, 774

Hamdan, 752

Hamdanids, 254, 277, 285-86, 305, 759

Hamid, xlvi map 13, 444, 455

Ha-mim, 202

Hammadids, 230, 735, 765

Hamra’, 108

Hamza ibn Adharak, 238-39, 258-59

Hanafis: in Ethiopia, 697; in India, 608-9,
615-17; on Mauritius, 648; on poll tax,
529-30, 570, §75—76; Qur’an in Persian
and, 263; Seljugs, Maturidism, and, 358;
Shafiites vs., 263, 405, 529-30; in
Southeast Asia, 621; in Tunisia, 196

Hanbalis, 758, 761

Hanifs, 42

Harar, Ivii map 24, 688, 696

Harith ibn Surayj, 118-19, 123

Harith son of ‘Amr, 40

Harkis, 820

Harran, xli map 8, 123, 175

Harsha, 524

Harun al-Rashid, 215, 238

Hasan (Rukn al-Dawla), 249, 251

Hasanawayh, 255

Hasanawayhids, 256-57

Hashid, 751

Hashim, 6, 117

Hashimiyya and Hashimites, 117, 12224, 133

Hatshepsut, 627

Hausa, Ivi map 23, 679-81, 707-8, 802

Hausaland, 679-81, 687

Hawazin, xxxvi map 3, 71

Hawwara, 231
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Haydar ‘Ali, 557, 562

Haydaris, 404-5

Haysa Baysa, 762

headman (r@’is), 399, 405

Helmand River, xlii map 9, 258

Hemu, 547-48

Heraclius, 21, 35, 94

Herat, xlii map 9, xliii map 10, 372-73, 390

heritage, cultural and literary: Arab, 179-82;
Berber, lack of, 232; libraries in French-
occupied Egypt, 831; non-Arab, 182-86;
Qara Khitay and Chinese heritage, 332;
Spanish, 228-30. See also books; poetry

Herodotus, 11-12, 18, 29-31, 38, 42—-43, 151,
668

Hetmanate, 348

Hidden Imam, 419

High Atlas, xxxix map 6, 736

Hijaz, xxxv map 2, xxxvi map 3, Xxxviii
map §; ‘Alid rebellions, 131; as barren, 9;
caliphate breakup and state formation,
298-300; dual rule (10th-20th ¢.), 755-56;
Fatimids and, 304; Fijar wars and, 4;
Ibadis, 120-21; Judaism, 43; king, lack of,
8; Mamluks, 424, 506; Ottomans, 472;
palm groves owned by Justinian, 39;
as region of Arabia, 156-57; sanctity of,
298; Saudis, 498, 758; state formation
potential, 288; Talanid failure, 302. See
also Mecca; Medina; Muhammad, state of

Hijaz Railway, 795-96

Hijra, 66-68, 81-82

Hijri calendar, xxv, 172, 382

Hilal, 226, 231, 747, 770

Hilla, xli map 8, 759

Himalayas, xlviii map 15, 549

Hims, xli map 8, 774

Himyarites, xxxv map 2; decline of, 49;
heritage, 314; Judaism, conversions to,
42, 50; language of, 17; outsourcing and,
38-40; premodern communication and,
46; rule of Yemen, 9-10, 154-55; Yu‘firid
dynasty, 293

Hindi, 568, 571

Hinduism, 387, 525, 527, 565-80

Hindu Kush, xlviii map 15, 526
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Hira, xxxv map 2, 7, 10, 12, 39-41

Hisham, 111-12, 116, 118, 121, 123

Ho’eliin, 333, 366

homicide, law of, 83-84

homogenization, 843-44

Hormuz, li map 18, 586-87, 593, 647, 773

horses, 30-31, 686-87

Hoxha, Enver, 835

Hoysalas, 541

Hubal, 18-19

Hud, 56-58, 827

Hudaybiya, xxxvi map 3, 70-71

Hujr ibn ‘Amr, 39-40

Hiilegii, 365-67, 400, 441

Hulwan, xli map 8, 256-57

Humaydi, 228

Humayma, xli map 8, 124

Humayun, 547, 551, 55455

Hinas (White Huns or Hephthalites),
527

Hunayn, xxxvi map 3, 70-71

Hungarian language, 320

Hungarians, 414, 452

Hungary, xxxiv map 1, xliv map 11, xlvii map
14; Avars and, 32; Christianity, 340, 453;
Islam, 340; kingdom of, 453; Mongols,
334; Muslims, 327, 452; Ottomans, 463,
468, 472, 485, 492, 498

Huns, 30, 32, 319, 452

Husayn ibn ‘All, 117

Husaynids, 507, 725

Hiiseyn Hezarfenn, 479, 495-96

Huwayza, xli map 8, 763

Hyderabad, xlviii map 15, 557, 799

Ibadis: about, 120-21; Abi Yazid insurrec-
tion against Fatimids, 220; Al Ba Sa‘id,
754; Berbers, Rustamids, and, 199-200,
211; coastal distribution of, 591-92; in
East Africa, 604; Hashimites compared
to, 124; imamate in Oman (See Oman); in
Iran, 239; in Mecca and Medina, 157;
Nukkar, 201; remnant communities in
North Africa, 233; states in Tripolitania,
Tripoli, and Tunisia, 212; trans-Saharan
trade and, 671; Ya‘rubids (Ya‘ariba), 754
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Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih, 228

Ibn Abi ‘Amir, 227-28

Ibn Abi Du’ad, 141, 197

Ibn Abi’l-Jawad, 197

Ibn al-‘Amid, 251

Ibn al-Ash‘ath, 110, 117, 119, 160

Ibn al-Athir, Diya’ al-Din, 269

Ibn Battata: on Africa, 600-601, 603,
655-57, 663, 668-70, 677, 689-93; in
Anatolia, 445-47, 454; on Chaghatay and
law code, 411; on Hindu-Muslim conflict,
578; on Ibadis, 754; in India, 537, 610; on
Malabar coast, 594; on Southeast Asia,
625; on Turkic respect for women, 367

Ibn al-Fadl, ‘Ali, 295, 309

Ibn Fadlan, 325-27, 376, 649

Ibn Farrukh, 132

Ibn Gharsiyya, 229-30

Ibn Habib, 4-5, 13-14, 180

Ibn Hafstn, 206, 223, 225, 281

Ibn Hanbal, 141-42, 197

Ibn Hawqal, 312-13

Ibn Hawshab, 282, 295

Ibn Hayy, al-Hasan ibn Salih, 132

Ibn Hazm, 228-29, 727, 770, 788, 796

Ibn Hisham, 614

Ibn Ishaq, 64-68, 70-72, 79, 179

Ibn al-Jilliqi, 205

Ibn Jubayr, 786-87

Ibn Kathir, 410

Ibn Khaldan: on Africa, 654, 664, 666, 672,
675-76, 704, 770; on Arab conquests,
94; on Arabic dialects, 768-69, 772; on
Arab nomads, 775; on Arabs, 37, 80;
on camels, 31; on Canary Islands, 203;
Cyrus compared to, 29; on Franks,
830; on Greek medicine, 183-84; Katib
Chelebi and, 494; on Mamluks, 427;
on mercenaries and religion, 790; on
nomads and sedentary populations,
14-15; on Ottomans, 453—-54; on Spain,
729; state formation mode of, 274,
312-13, 377, 666, 680-81, 743, 758; on
the Zanata, 232

Ibn Killis, 307

Ibn Mijid, 638
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Ibn Mas‘ad, 211

Ibn al-Maward, 306

Ibn al-Mudabbir, 302

Ibn Muljam, 102-3

Ibn al-Nadim, 179-80, 183

Ibn al-Qadi, 745-46

Ibn Qutayba, 141, 180

Ibn R?’iq, 276

Ibn Rushd the Elder, 788

Ibn Sina (Avicenna), 251-52, 265

Ibn Su‘ad, Muhammad, 758

Ibn Tashufin, 734-35

Ibn Taymiyya, 720, 758

Ibn Taltn, 299-303

Ibn Tuamart, 726, 736-38

Ibn Tunart, 740

Ibn Ubayy, 73

Ibn Warsand al-Bajali, 201

Ibn Yasin, 666, 669-71, 692, 734, 736

Ibn al-Zubayr, 117, 119, 156

Ibrahim (son of Muhammad by Mariya),
150

Ibrahim IT (Aghlabid), 197

Ibrahim II of Bijapr, 572, 576

Ibrahim Beg, 443

Ibrahim ibn al-Aghlab, 197

Ibrahim al-Imam, 124-25, 129

Ibrahim Miiteferriqa, 496

iconoclasm, 134

ideology, 822-26

idol worship, 18-19

Idris I, 215, 743

1dris 11, 216, 743

Idrisids, 199-201, 215-16, 222, 230, 743

Ifat, lvii map 24, 696

Ifran, 231

Ifrani, 746

Ifrigiyan Latin, 198

Ig, xlii map 9, 399-400

TIjl, 163-64

Ikhshidids, 277, 284, 286, 303

Tlkhans, 336-38, 365-68, 411, 424—26,
440-42

Ilterish, 347

Tltutmish, 537, 539-40, 575-76

Ilyas, 213

INDEX 865

Ilyasids, 260, 540

imamate: about, 120-21, 125, 127; coexistence
of two imamates, question of, 295; Ibadi
(See Oman; Rustamids); Imami, 122, 201;
Zaydi (See Zaydis)

Imami (“Twelver”) Shi‘ites: ‘Ali al-Rida
appointed heir to throne, 135; Bajaliyya,
201-2; the Hidden Imam, 419; in Ahsa’,
757; in Iran, 239, 380-81; Ja‘far al-Sadiq
succession, 280; in Medina, 755-56;
rebellion renounced by, 121-22

imitation of non-Muslims and Westerniza-
tion: cityscapes, 836; Ethelbert’s dilemma,
826-29; ethnic identities, 837-38;
homogenization, 843-44; hybridization
and premodern values, 839-43; hyper-
Westernization, 836—-37; information
technology, 836-37; languages, 837;
Muslim attitudes toward Christian
Europe, 829-35; the Prophet on, 827-28.
See also modern Muslim history

Imru’u ’l-Qays, 40

incarnation, 309

India, xIviii map 15, lii map 19; about, 522;
Arab conquest and rule in northwest,
528-30; British, 557-58, 563-64, 791,
799; censuses, British, 566; civilization
and spread, 171; class and caste, 524;
Delhi Sultanate, 534—44; Durrani threat,
563; fragmentation, periods of, 538-44,
556-65; geography, coastal, 605-8;
Ghaznawids, 261, §31-33; Ghuarids,
533-34; as “Hind” or “Hindastan,” 528;
Hindus and Muslims, 565-80; Indian
Ocean, sector of, 604-17; Isma‘ilis, 281;
literacy rate, 815; maritime trade and
mercantile Islam, 605-17; Middle East
geography compared to, 523; Mughal
Empire, 338, 545-56; Muslim popula-
tion, 565-67; Nadir Shah, invasion by,
390-91; paganism and polytheism, 49;
partitioning of (2oth ¢.), 799, 820; Persian
and, 387-88; pre-Islamic, 523-28; Sikh
kingdom, 562-63; Tayyibis, 419; Timir’s
invasion of, 372, 536, 538-39, 543; Turkic
state formation and, 386

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

866

Indian Ocean, xxxv map 2, xIv map 12,
xlviii map 15, xlix map 16, | map 17,
liv map 21; as barrier, 526; China and,
647; frontage on (late antiquity), 10;
geographical issues and implications,
582-89; Gujaratis and, 544; heartlands
coasts, 584-94; Indian sector, 604-17;
Iranian shore of, 167-68; lingua franca,
maritime, 389; military innovation
to India via, 545; Ottomans on, 468;
Portuguese naval power on, 425, 544,
575; regions as provincial, 651; the small
islands, 647-49; Southeast Asia, 617-46;
western sector (Madagascar, East Africa,
and Somali coast), 594-604

Indo-Aryan languages, 525

Indo-European languages, 26-27

Indonesia, lix map 26, Ix map 27; army,
modern, 820; coastal development,
808; Dutch, 800; East Timor and, 799;
Japanese, 820; literacy rate, 815; Marxism,
823; monarchy, 801; population growth,
806; private sector, 818

Indore, xlviii map 15, 560

Indus River, xlviii map 15, lii map 19, 523,
528, 605

industrialization, 792-93, 796, 809-10

Ineslemen, 663

information technology, 807, 836-37

inquisitions. See Mihna; Spanish Inquisition

internet, 821

iqta’, 252. See also fiefs

Iran, xxxv map 2, xxxvii map 4, xli map 8, xlv
map 12, li map 18, lix map 26; administra-
tive influence of, 478-79; Arab conquest
of, 91-92, 94, 162-63; Azariqa rebellion,
118; Chobanids, 370; constitutional
revolution and counterrevolution, 817;
conversion to Shi‘ism, 380-81; counter-
caliphs, 238-40; emergence of Muslim
Persian culture, 262-73; Eranshahr,
“the kingdom of the Iranians,” 27; female
attire, policing of, 824; geography and
regions of, 161-68, 235; Ghalzay, 389-90;
Ghirids, 533; historical pattern of, 356,
393-96; imperial restorationists, 240-44;

INDEX

Iraq, domination of, 284; Iraqi invasion
of, 819; Islam, spread of, 237; Islamic
Republic of, 817, 825; Islam-Zoroastrianism
accommodation and relevance of antig-
uity, 268-73; Isma‘lis, 281; Jalayirids,
370; Karim Khan and the Zands, 391-93;
languages and ethnic makeup, 236-37;
local and intermediate-level political
organization, 399-405; manufacturing,
810; Marxism, 823; “Median” rebellion,
116; Mongols, 334, 338, 364-65, 368-70;
Muzaffarids, 370; Nadir Shah and the
Afshars, 390-91; nationalism and, 822;
nativist prophets, 244-45; navy, 384;
Nizaris, 309; Oghuz invasion and Seljuq
dynasty, 356-62, 364; oil industry, 811;
Oman, occupation of, 384; Ottomans,
483-84; ()zbeg raids into, 376; Persian and,
389; Persian Cossack Brigade, 819; petty
states, 245-62; political fragmentation,
234, 245, 261-62, 394-95; post—Mongol
period, 370-71; post-Seljuq period,
362-64; Qizilbash, 342; resources, 235;
Safawids, 376-85; sectarian conflict,
modern, 842-43; Shafiism, 592; social
history after Arab conquest, 161-62;
Sunbadh rebellion, 131; Timurids, 371-73;
trade challenges, 384; Turkic nomads, 344;
urban population, 806; water resources,
585; wider world, relations with, 383-85;
World Wars I and II and, 800-801. See
also Persia and Persian Empire

Iraq, xxxv map 2, xxxvii map 4, xlii map o,

xlv map 12, li map 18, lix map 26;
‘Abbasid dynasty and, 129; agricultural
economy, downturn in, 279, 812; Arab
conquest of, 90, 94; Arab migrations
and Arabization, 768; Ba‘th Party, 823;
Bedouin dialects, 769; Buyid takeover,
249-50; civil wars and, 101-3, 112, 117;
cultural formation, 190-91; Fatimids
and, 304-5; as fragile state, 821-22;
Iran, war with, 819; Iranian domination
of, 284; ISIS, 825; Isma‘ilis, 281; Jalayirids,
370; Kharijites vs. ‘All, 102; Kafa and
Basra as rival centers, 103; Malikism,
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592; Marxism, 823; Mukhtar rebellion,
118; Nadir Shah, invasion by, 390; oil
industry, 811; Ottomans, 379, 468;
peasant population, 774; Persians,
185-86; Qarmatis, 283; Safawids, 379,
723; Saffarids, 259; Seljugs, 357; state
formation potential, large-scale, 29-30,
722-23; Turcomans, 415; ‘Uqaylids, 759;
wealth relative to Syria, 112. See also Hira

Isa ibn Dinar al-Ghafiqi, 206

Isfahan, xlii map 9; Biyids, 249; as capital
city, 393; conquest of, 162—-63; geography,
235; Ghaznawids, 532; Haydari-Ni‘mati
factionalism, 404-5; Isma‘ilis and
Khujandis, 405; Kakawayhids, 251; Karim
Khan and the Zands, 392; Nizam al-Mulk
and son as governors, 403—4; Nizaris,
401; Qajars, 393; Safawid capital, 379;
Timaurids, 372

Isfendiyarids, 444, 446

Isfizar, xlii map 9, 255

Ishmael and Ishmaelites, 58-60, 150

ISIS, 815, 825, 835, 842, 845-46

Iskandar Beg Munshi, 382-83

Islam: as Black Swan event, 5§5-56; civiliza-
tion, Islamic, 171-92; legal orientation
of, 83; persistence of, 838; Prophetic
traditions, 839; spread of, 176-79, 237; as
superceding earlier religions, 61; survival
of, after death of Muhammad, 86. See also
mercantile Islam; Quran

Islamabad, xlviii map 15, 808

Islamism, 824-25

Isma‘l, Khedive, 836

Isma‘l I (Safawid), 339, 378, 380

Isma‘il I (Samanid), 246

Isma‘l IT (Safawid), 380, 397

Isma‘il ibn Yasuf, 299

Isma‘ilis: about, 280-81; Abu ‘Abdallah
al-Shi‘ and conquest of Tunisia, 216-18;
Bahrayn, 277-78; failure, reasons for,
281-84; heritage of, in Egypt, 308-9;
in Iran, 238; Nizaris, 309, 418—19; Qarmati
state in Bahrayn, 156; Samanids and, 247;
in Sindh, 530; Tayyibis, 419; in Tunisia,
198; in Yemen, 295-96. See also Fatimids
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Isna, xI map 7, 308

Israel, 15-16, 44, 50, 797-98

Israelites, 58-59, 95-96

Istakhr, xlii map 9, 162, 512

Istanbul, xlvi map 13, xlvii map 14; bakeries,
516; Christian/Muslim demographics,
511; coastal development, 808; Jesus
cult, 515; Old Palace and New Palace,
463-66, 468-69; Phanariots, 517; railroad
to Vienna, 795; the Siilleymaniyye,
509; World War I and, 8o1. See also
Constantinople

Italy, xxxix map 6, xlvii map 14, lviii map 25;
Albania and, 800; city-states of, 784-85;
in Libya, 797; Ottomans and, 466;
Pontine Marshes, 798

itinerant rulership, 358, 365

Ivan the Terrible, 339

Ivory Coast, 711

Izmir, xlvi map 13, xlvii map 14, 433, 440,
444, 514. See also Smyrna

‘Izz al-Dawla, 249-50

Ja‘alis, lvii map 24, 704

Jabal Marra, lvii map 24, 683, 685
Jabal Nafusa, xxxix map 6, 233
Jabarti, 831

Jabrids, 757

Jaén, xxxix map 6, 214

Ja‘far al-Sadiq, 280

jagirs (Mughal fiefs), 552
Jahandar Shah, 556

Jahangir, 548-50, 55455, 573-74
Jahan Shah, 374

Jainism, 525, 543

Jaipur, xlviii map 15, 558

Jai Singh I, 562

Jai Singh II, 558

Jakarta, 634, 808. See also Batavia
Jalayirids, 370, 723

Jalilis, 504, 511, 749

Jam (Feérozkoh), xlviii map 15, 533
James I of England, 142

Janibeg Khan, 345-47

Janik, xlvi map 13, 501

Janikli ‘Ali Pasha, 501
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Janissaries (“New Army”): about, 457, 473;
Bektashis and, 515; decline of rebellions
by, 497-98; Europeanization and, 508-9;
expansion of, 487-88; Mahammad
al-Shaykh and, 744; militias vs., 775;

INDEX

Jerba, xxxix map 6, Iviii map 25, 233, 782
Jerusalem, xli map 8, 111, 415-16
Jesuits, 350, 352, 573, 635

Jesus, 51, 61, 63, 515, 643

Jews: Constitution of Medina and, 69;

in Morocco, 733-34; in Ottoman era,
504-7; Ottoman massacre of, 819;
rebellion against ‘Othman II, 491; Selim I
and, 467

Janjawid, 766

Japan, 334, 624, 794, 820, 826

Japheth, 329, 341

Jarajima (Mardaites), 116

Jarir, 181-82

Jarjara’i, 307, 309

Jarrahids, 765-66

Jats, xlviii map 15, 553

European influence and, 828; expelled
from Arabia, 96; Gibraltar, banned from,
788; Israel, state of, 797-98; in late
antique Middle East, 6; in Leghorn,
789; merchants, 592; Muhammad’s
confrontations with, in Medina, 71-72;
Nice and, 789; in Ottoman Empire, 511-12;
Portugal, forced conversion in, 512; of
Qayrawan, 197; Spain, expulsion from,
512; in Spain, 208; Spanish Inquisition
and, 730; Yathrib, tribes at, 66. See also
Judaism

Java, liv map 21; agricultural land, 809;

Dutch, 791; geography and demography
of, 618-19; Goddess of the Southern
Ocean, 641-42, 844; “Jawization,” 844;
Majapahit Hindu state, 629; maritime
commerce, 589; Mataram, 640-45;
mercantile Islam, 629-32; monarchy,
801; population growth, 805; queens
of, 627; ship-building, 806; tombstones,
Muslim, 628; Zanj, 601

Javanese script, language, and literature,

642-44

Jaxartes River, xliii map 10, xliv map 11, 168
Jayakérta, liv map 21, 634. See also Batavia

(Jakarta)

Jaylani, Muhammad, 671-72
Jazira, xli map 8, xlii map 9; Aq Qoyunlu,

422; Artuqids, 416; Cyrenaica, 302;
Fatimids and, 305; Hamdanids, 277, 285;
Kharijite rebellions, 131; Marwan II and,
123; nomad invasion, 312; Northerner
faction and, 111, 118; Numayrids and
“Uqaylids, 759; al-Rashid’s capital in
Raqqa-Rafiqa, 139; Seljugs, 438, 440

Jazzar, Ahmad, 505
Jeddah, li map 18, 585, 755
Jelali risings, 489

Jem, 466, 470, 830

Jenne, Ivi map 23, 676, 692

Jibal, xxxvii map 4, xlii map 9, 161-64

jihad: Almoravids and, 734; in Constitution
of Medina, 69-70; Ethiopia and, 700;
Fulani jihads, 680; al-Hadi and, 294;
Islamism and, 822, 824; Mediterranean
piracy and raiding as, 444; Ottomans
and, 458, 481; in Qur’an, 81-82; from
Spain, 227-28; as term applying to
Muslim action only, 82-83; Thughar
and, 158

Jirja, xl map 7, 746

John VI Cantacuzenus, 45455

Johor, liv map 21, 645

Jolof kingdom, 674

Jordan, xli map 8, lix map 26, 800-801, 825

Joshua, 63, 85

JubaIl, 654

Judaism: Berbers and, 210; Khazars and,
325; in late antique Arabia, 42-43, 50;
law, Jewish, 188-89; as monotheism, 50

Judala, 654, 666-67

Judham, 664

Julanda ibn Mas‘ad, 289-90

Julandas, 40, 154

Julfan Armenians, 592

Junayd, 378

Jund troops: in Egypt, 148-50, 175; in Spain,
214; in Syria, 100, 214; in Tunisia, 197,
218
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water resources, 523

Kerdir, 28, 51, 141-42

Khafaja, 287

Khalaj (Khaljis), 531, 535-37

Khalid ibn al-Walid, 78

Khalid al-Qasri, 112, 118

al-Khalili, Muhammad, 772-73

Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi, 189-90

Khalsa, 561

Khandagq, Battle of, 70-71, 77, 394, 832

Kharg, xlii map 9, 384
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‘Abbasid revolution and, 123-25; ‘Abdallah
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267-68, 320, 513, 568, 594-95, 643, 837;
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Leghorn, lviii map 25, 789

Lena River, xliv map 11, 339

LeoV, 136

Leo VI, 36
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Malamatiyya, 190
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Ibn Battata’s account of, 690-93;
matrilineal succession, 690; pagan
customs, 686; Sahara and, 666; sultan of,
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Malik ibn Anas, 196, 206-7, 788
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“Emir of the Arabs,” 763; Cilician Arme-
nian kingdom, elimination of, 443; Coptic-
Muslim relations and persecution of Copts,
428-31; Delhi Sultanate compared to,
534-36; factionalism among slave soldiers,
422-23; Ibn Kathir and, 410; invasions by
foreign enemies, 426-27; Italian sea power
and, 785; as military elite, 505-6; military
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Nubia and, 703-4; Ottoman conquest,
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from the Hijaz, 298; Hashimiyya rebel-
lion and, 125; the Rawandiyya and, 133;
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Marrakesh, xxxix map 6, lviii map 25, 735,
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marriage: matrilocal, 610, 61213, 648, 669;
Ottoman royal, 469—70; Shafi‘ite rules
on, 594

Marseilles, lviii map 25, 782, 789

Marw, xliii map 10, xliv map 11; ‘Abbasid
revolution and, 123-24; Hashimiyya and,
126; al-Ma’miin at, 135, 139; as provincial
capital, 167; resources, 235

Marwan I, 300
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648, 662-63, 667, 669, 690
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Mauretania, 194, 208, 653-54
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Mauritania, lix map 26, 654-55, 770

Mauritius, xlix map 16, 648, 804
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Mazdak and Mazdakites, 127, 270-71
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Mazyar, 142, 166

Mecca, xxxv map 2, Xxxvi map 3, li map 18;
‘Alid rebel (865), 299; aridity, 9; attacks
on Medina, 71; “Bakka,” 60; cityscape,
modern, 836; Fijar wars and, 4-3, 12; Hijra,
54, 66-68; Ibadis, 157; kings, lack of, 10;
Muhammad and, 54; Muhammad’s con-
quest of, 70-72; Misawid dynasty, 300;
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639, 675, 758; provincial administration,
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Stone, 296-99; Quraysh takeover of, 38;
rule of Ibn al-Zubayr from, 117; Sharifian
dynasties, 756; Shi‘ites and Sunnis, 756;
slavery and, 814; Southeast Asian religious
practices and, 636; Sulayhids, 752;
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(Dar al-Nadwa), 79; in Umaruppulavar’s
Cirappuranam, 614; violent clashes, 299;
Wahhabi movement, 639. See also Yathrib
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Medina, xxxvi map 3, xxxviii map 5; ‘Alid
rebellion, 156; Bant Muhanna dynasty,
300; caliphate center moved away from, 101,
103; caliphate officials, 98-99; drought, 9;
Hijra (immigration to), 54, 66-68, 81-82;
Ibads, 157; Malikis and, 196; mosque of
Muhammad, 66, 77, 79; Nakhawila Shi‘ite
community, 755-56; railroad to Damas-
cus, 795; stipend system and, 100

Mediterranean Sea, xxxiv map 1, Xxxix map
6, xlv map 12, xlvii map 14, Ivii map 24,
lviii map 25; Arabic decline on islands
and coast, 781-82; Balkans and, 451; as
barrier against Christian expansion, 740;
Constantinople and, 23; crossing of, 194;
power shift toward Christian Europeans,
782-90; Turcoman piracy and raiding,
444

Mehmed I, 461-62, 466, 470, 474

Mehmed I, 459, 462-66, 470, 478

Mehmed I11, 482

Mehmed ‘Ali Pasha (Muhammad ‘Ali
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Meknes, xxxix map 6, 742
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Menteshe, xlvi map 13, 444, 460

mercantile Islam: China and, 348; early
trade, 589-91; East Africa, 598-604;
India, 605-17; interpersonal relations and,
592-93; literacy and, 650-51; Madagascar,
595-96; Maliki prohibition on merchants
in infidel lands, 787-88; Mediterranean
shift toward European control, 783-90;
Ottomans and, 475-76; Pacific rim,
646-47; Persian as lingua franca and,
385; Portuguese and, 475-76, 544, 564;
results and implications, 649-52; small
islands of the Indian Ocean, 647-49;
Southeast Asia, 617-46; Turkic conver-
sion and, 325-26; types of Islam and,
591-92. See also Indian Ocean
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Mergui, liii map 20, 620

Meérida, xxxix map 6, 205, 224

Merina, ] map 17, 597-98

Meroe, 702

Mesopotamia, xxxv map 2; Arab raids on,
37; Byzantine and Persian empires and,
33; civilization, emergence of, 43-44;
early Arabic, 16-17; Fijar wars and lack
of ruler in, 7; Greek mercenaries, 47;
Persian Empire and, 30; polytheism in,
49; Water resources, 45

messianism. See Mahdism and the Mahdi

Meévar, xlviii map 15, 548
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Mexico, 791, 802, 811

Middle East: India geography compared
to, 523; location between Arab nomads
and steppe nomads, 318; urban/rural
population, 806. See also late antique
Middle East; specific places

Midrarids, 199-201, 222, 230

Mihna (inquisition), 141-42, 196-97

Miletus, xlvi map 13, 432

military methods and culture: Arabian tribal
character of, 13-15; archery, Nubian, 703;
cavalry, central role of, 30, 138, 250, 318-19;
cavalry, decline in role of, 377, 426, 457,
473, 488, 683; Central Asia and moderniza-
tion of, 407; in Delhi Sultanate, 535-36;
Europeanization and science of, 508-9;
firearms and artillery, 382, 407, 426, 486-89,
682, 687; Ghaznawid, 532; Ilkhan, 367-68;
infantry, role of, 250, 395, 398, 420, 45758,
474, 487-88, 508-9, 560, 826; Mamluk
weaknesses, 424-27; Maritha, 559;
medieval nomadic and sedentary armies,
lack of technological gap between, 94;
modern armies, 818-20; Muhammad’s
military expeditions, 70-71, 77-79, 88,
91; navies, 24, 32-33, 92, 198, 292, 384,
424-25, 474-76, 487, 528-29, 783-87;
Ottoman, 472-76, 484-89; Persian/
Byzantine, compared to Arabian, 21;
Persian vs. Byzantine empire and, 34;
Seljugs and, 359; soldiers not paid,
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Minangkabau, liv map 21, 629, 638-39

Mindanao, lv map 22, 618, 636, 64647

Mindoro, Iv map 22, 632

Mirdasids, 759-61, 774

Mir Qasim ‘Ali, 557, 562

Mocha, li map 18, 651
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tian Europe, attitudes toward, 829-35;
cityscapes, 836; communications, 806-7,
836-37; demographic changes, 804-6;
economic developments, 807-13; ethnic
identities, 837-38; Islam, survival of,
838; languages, 837; non-Western moder-
nity, possibility of, 845; premodern
values, persistence of, 839-43; sectar-
ian animosity, 842-43; social changes,
813-16; states, 816—26; territorial changes,
796-804. See also imitation of non-Muslims
and Westernization; Western world and
the Muslim world
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Mogholistan, xliii map 10, xliv map 11, 336,
345,365-66, 397

Moldavia, xlvii map 14, 451, 453, 472, 517

Moluccas, Iv map 22, 590, 618, 632-34

Mombasa, 1 map 17, 600, 603-4

Mongke, 335, 365, 410

Mongolia, 332-33, 336, 338-40. See also
steppes

Mongolian language, 333, 368

Mongols, xliv map 11; in Anatolia, 440-42,
445-46; city residence avoided by,
365-66; conquests and expansion,
332-35; in Delhi Sultanate, 536; expelled
from China, 115, 402; Ilkhan dynasty,
365-68; in India, 533; Iran, invasion of,
364-65; Khanates, 335-39; Kirman and,
400; Lahore, sack of, 533; legacy of,
in Iran, 368-70; spread of Islam, 337;
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42; Ishmaelite, 60; Muhammad as succes-
sor to Moses and Jesus, 61; paganism
and, 50; in pre-Islamic Arabia, 41-43;
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Mons, liii map 20, 620, 623
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“Moors” as term: for Arab nomads of
Mauritania, 653, 661-64, 666, 674, 680,
714-15, 765, 767, 770; for Berbers in
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for Muslims, 608-10, 612, 622, 628-29,
635, 695, 730, 788-90
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Morea, xIvii map 14, 451-52, 456, 466,
497-99, 519, 799
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map 23, lviii map 235, lix map 26; about,
145, 733-34; ‘Abd al-Wadids, 739;
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231-32, 734-36; Awlad Hassan, 770;
Berber identity and language, 739-40;
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vs. region, 742; Fatimids, 733; French,
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Marinids, 726, 738-39; monarchy, 801,
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242; destroyed in Rajasthan, 556; East
Africa, mosque building in, 604;
Muhammad’s mosque in Medina, 66,
77, 79; Ottoman colleges and, 478; Sikh
temple vs., in Punjab, 575

Mossi, Ivi map 23, 709-10, 713

Mosul, xli map 8, xlii map 9, xIv map 12, xlvi
map 13; besieged by Nadir Shah, 390;
Hamdanids, 285-86, 759; Jalilis, 504,
511; Nadir Shah’s attack on, 504; Qara
Qoyunlu, 374; Zangids, 417, 419; Zanj, 601
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Mu‘awiya: as caliph, 102, 104-9; Egypt
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Mughal Empire: Afghan resistance against,
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Ottomans compared to, 517; Persian and,
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Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra, 118, 181
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Muhammad (the Prophet): as Abrahamic
revivalist, 58-61, 76; death of, 85, 88-89;
on Ethiopians, 701; ethnic companions
of, 77, 176, 185; on imitation, 827-28; in
Javanese religious text, 643; as king or
prophet, question of, 79-80; life, outline
of, 54-55; Liu Chih’s biography of, 350-51;
“Mazdakite view of,” 271-72; medical
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88-89; as successor of Moses and Jesus,
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wives of, 73-74, 82
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of, 74-76; Hijra and, 54, 66-68; military
expeditions, 70-74, 77-79; political
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Nabateans, xxxv map 2, 36, 178, 768
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Nabobs, 557, 565, 615

Nadir Shah: about, 390-91; artillery, use
of, 398; in India, 561; Iran, Turcoman
identity, and, 394; Mosul and, 504; navy
of, 384, 587-88; Ottomans and, 498;
Sunni-Shi‘ite reconciliation attempt,
391; Transoxania conquest, 406-7

Nagpiir, xlviii map 15, 560

Najaf, xli map 8, 92
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Najd, xxxviii map 3, 8, 76, 757-60
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Niger, lix map 26, 806, 815

Nigeria, lix map 26, 1x map 27, 683, 687, 710,
771, 800

Niger River, Ivi map 23, 657, 676, 680, 708

Nile River, xxxiv map 1, xl map 7, li map
18, lvii map 24; canal to Red Sea, 100;
Ethiopian highlands and, 694-95; as
route to savanna belt, 687; Sahara and,
657-58; value of, 147; as water source, 45

Ni‘matis, 404-5

Nishapur, xlii map 9, 166-67

Nisibis, xli map 8, 118, 191

Niyazi-i Misri, 515

Nizam-i Jedid (New Order), 508-9

Nizam al-Mulk, 270-71, 359-60, 367, 397,
400, 403-4

Nizam Shahi dynasty, 542-43, 558

Nizams of Hyderabad, 557

Nizaris (Assassins), 239, 309, 365, 401-2,
418-19

Nizwa, xxxviii map §, 289-91, 754

Noah, 57, 329, 341-42, 693

Noghay, 452, 454

nomads: cattle nomads, 664, 667, 680, 683,
685-86, 705-6, 714, 767; in desert vs.
steppes, 31, 318; Ibn Khaldain on, 312-13;
itinerant rulership, 358; population change,
776; sedentary populations contrasted
with, 14-15; in the steppes, 30-31. See also
camel nomads; steppes; specific ethnic
groups

Normans, 226-27, 231

North Africa, xxxvii map 4, xxxix map 6, lvi
map 23; Arabic vs. Berber, 174-75; Barbary
states, 467, 506-7, 739, 800; Bedouin
dialects, 769; Christians, absence of, 510;
conquest of, 145-46; cultural gradient
across, 208; eviction of Byzantines from,
113-14; Persian and, 389; as province,
145-47; remoteness from Baghdad, 194;
resources, 194—95. See also Berbers

Northeast Africa. See Ethiopia; Nubia

Northerner and Southerner factions: about,
110-11; ‘Abbasid dynasty and, 132, 135;
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‘Abbasid revolution and, 123; in Sindh,
170; in Spain, 214; third civil war and, 112;
Umayyad dynasty and, 110-12, 117-19, 123,
126; weakening of, 278

Niba Mountains, lvii map 24, 685

Nubia, xl map 7, Ivii map 24; about, 701-5;
Arab migrations and, 771; Ayyubid attack on,
421; British conquest of, 684; Chris-
tian, 687; Dar Fir and, 683-84; Egypt
and, 148, 304, 658, 702—4; Funj kingdom,
685-86; Mamliks, 424; Umayyad
dynasty and, 113

Nubian, Old, 702

Nubians, 658
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Nu‘man, Qadi, 309
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Naur al-Din, 417-20

Nar Jahan, 550

oases, 8-9, 658

Ogedei, Great Khan, 334-35, 408

Oghuz (grandson of Mehmed), 465

Oghuz Khan, 341-42, 460, 481

Oghuz Turks. See Turcomans

oil industry, 801-2, 810-13

Oirats, xliv map 11, 340, 343-44

Oljeitii, 365, 367, 369-70, 373

Oman, XXXv map 2, XXxvii map 4, xxxviii
map 5, li map 18, lix map 26; about, 154,
288-90; aridity, 9; British, 754-55; caliphal
control, escape from, 277; Christianity,
41; civil war in, 291; false prophet, 76;
Ibadi imamate, 120, 154, 290-92, 591-92,
753-54; Iranian occupation, 384; Julandas,
154; Muhammad’s authority in, 75; ocean
and gulf frontage, 10, 289; oil industry, 811;
outsourcing and, 40; Persian Empire and,
36; as port, 588; state formation, mid-scale,
753-55; state formation potential, 288;
water resources, 585; in Zanzibar, 601

Oran, lviii map 25, 739, 785

Organization of the Islamic Conference, 817

Orissa, xlviii map 15, lii map 19, 560, 565, 616

Orkhan, 453-55, 459, 471

Orkhon River and valley, xliv map 11, 320-24
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Orthodox Christianity, 24, 452-53, 499, 828

‘Othman (first Ottoman ruler), 454, 459

‘Othman II, 491

Otranto, xlvii map 14, 466

Ottoman Empire, xlv map 12; administrative
structure, 458, 471-72, 476-81; army, navy,
and military methods, 426, 456-58, 508-9,
587; Balkan background, 451-53; Byzantine
Empire reconstituted as, 463; constitu-
tional revolution and counterrevolution,
817; Crusades and, 463; decentralization,
472, 723-24, 749, 763, 775; decline and
end of, 817; early period (to 1402),
453-66; education, 478, 816; in Egypt,
426-27, 467, 486, 724; Evliya Chelebi
traveler account, 517-20; Greek rebellion
and loss of Balkans, 798-99; identity,
Ottoman vs. “Turk,” 480-81; imitation of
the West, 827-28; Jelali risings, 489; Jews,
511-12; late period (1566-1800), 481-509;
literacy rate, 815; longevity, 520; middle
period (1453-1566), 466-81; military
reform, 827; modern army, 819; Mombasa
and, 603; Mughals compared to, 517;
Muslims and Christians, 509-17; navy,
785; Nizam-i Jedid (New Order), 508-9;
Ottomanization, 744; Persian and,
387-89; Portuguese vs., 741; Qanin or Yasa
vs. Shari‘a, 412, 478-80; railroads and,
795-96; Safawids vs., 377, 379, 466-67,
484; Saudi state, invasion of, 758-59;
slave trade and, 426, 814; succession,
fraternal civil wars, and fratricide, 458-59,
461, 466, 470-71, 482; taxation, 458, 497;
the telegraph and, 807, 820-21; Turkish,
388; as Turocoman, 460, 465; vassal
polities, 472; Vienna, sieges of, 340,
468, 483, 491-92, 498; Westernization,
833-34; World War I, defeat in, 801

Oudh, xlviii map 15, 557, 571

outsourcing, 38-41

Ovid, 134, 826

Oxus River, xliii map 10, xliv map 11, 168,
261

Ozbeg, 337, 366
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Ozbegs: Babur and, 546; court hierarchy,
407; Ming in Farghana, 407; qazagqliq,
345-47; Shibanids, 344-45, 406, 412;
Shi‘ites enslaved by, 381; in Transoxania
and Khurasan, 376, 379, 382, 406-7

Pacific rim, 646-47

Padris, 639-40

paganism: Arab, 18-19, 43; Berbers and,
210-11; on Canary Islands, 203; Christian-
ity and, 50; decline in Western Eurasia,
49; Mongols and, 336, 367; monotheism
and, 50; Muslims persecuted by pagans in
the Hijaz, 64-65; Oghuz and, 326; Turks
and, 324

Pakistan, lix map 26; British Indian Army
and, 820; coastal population growth,
808; establishment of, 799-800; as fragile
state, 821-22; identity, Pakistani, 838;
Islamism and, 824; literacy rate, 815;
nationalization, 818; Sufi shrines, attacks
on, 844; Taliban, 841

Pakubuwana II, 643-44

Palembang, liv map 21, 626

Palestine, xxxv map 2, xli map 8, xlv map 12,
lix map 26; Arab conquests and, 95;
Artugqids, 416; Bedouins, 763; Byzan-
tines, 305; Christians and Arabic, 175;
coastal plain as Bedouin territory, 768;
Israel and, 797-98; population change,
776; Tayy, 287; Turcomans, 415

Pali, 263

Pamplona, xxxix map 6, 204

Panduranga, liii map 20, 622

Pandyas, 541

Panislamic Cultural Association, 803

Papuans, v map 22, 646
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Parthian Empire, 28

Parthian language, 26, 236, 263, 267, 386

Parthians, 27-28
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peasant revolts, 402, 544, 774

Pegu, liii map 20, 620-21, 631

Peking, xliv map 11, 337

Pemba, l map 17, 600

Penang, liv map 21, 634

People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, 823

pepper, 611

Pérlak, liv map 21, 625

Persepolis, xxxv map 2, 26-27, 162, 253

Persia and Persian Empire, xxxv map 2;
about, 26-30; ‘Abbasid dynasty com-
pared to, 126-27; Anatolia and, 23; Arab
conquests and, 92-93; Avars and, 20-21;
Christianity and, 50-51; destruction of,
92; Egypt and, 23; ethnic division of
labor, 29-30; final war with Byzantine
Empire, 32-35, 48-49; maritime trade,
589, 623; Mazdak revolt, 127; Muslim
conquest of Iran, 91-92; Nestorians,
25; Persian language spread and, 386;
relations with Byzantine Empire, 33-35;
Zoroastrianism and, 28, 49-51. See also
Iran

Persian Cossack Brigade, 819

Persian Gulf, xxxv map 2, xxxviii map 5, xlii
map 9, xlv map 12, li map 18; attacks on
Fars across, 162; Indian Ocean and, 584;
monarchies around, 825; navies on,
475-76; oil industry, 811-12; Oman and,
289, 754; ports, 586-87; small states, 812

Persian language: about, 26-27; Arabic
loanwords, 268; Delhi Sultanate and,
536; dialects, southern and northern,
264, 267; emergence as Muslim literary
language, 262-63; in India, 568-69; in
late antiquity, 17; New Persian, rise of,
264-68; Ottomans and, 458, 476; persis-
tence of, 174; Qur’an recited in, 176;
spread of, 236-37, 385-89; translations
from Middle Persian to Arabic, 185-86;
in Transoxania, 168-69, 406; Zoroastri-
anism and, 264

Persis, xxxv map 2, 26. See also Fars

Peru, 732, 791

Peshawar, xIviii map 15, 28

Pésvas, 560
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Philippines, lv map 22; cultural history and,
632; geography of, 618; Maguindanao
Sultanate, 646-47; Portuguese and British,
634, 791; slavery and, 814; Spanish,
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philosophy, translations of, 184-85
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298-300, 505, 639, 675, 758, 838-39
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poetry: as Arab heritage, 180-82; Arabic,
180-82, 186, 671; devotional, in India, 525,
572; Fulani, 680; Hindi, 568; of Kabir,
579; Ottoman patronage, 750; Persian,
240, 243, 265-69, 387-89, 568-69; pre-
Islamic Arabian, 14, 17, 19; Sanskrit,
559-60; Sufi and Hindu, 571-72, 579;
Swahili, 602; Tamil, 613-14; Turkic, 423

Poitiers, lviii map 25, 204

Polo, Marco, 625

Polybius, 23-24, 462

polytheism, 49-50, 183

Pondicherry, xlviii map 15, lii map 19, 564

Pontine Marshes, lviii map 25, 798

Pontus, xIvi map 13, 466, 510-11, 513

population change, 490, 804-6

Portugal, Iviii map 25; on Ceylon, 616; as
Christian sea power, 790-91; in East
Africa, 599, 603—4; in India, 611, 613; Jews,
forced conversion of, 512; in Maldives,
649; naval power on Indian Ocean, 425,
475, 544; in North Africa, 740-41, 785;
Ottomans vs., 482; in Southeast Asia,
634; Yemen and, 424
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532-33; Lodis, 539; Marathas, 559; mosque/
Sikh temple, 575; Muslim majority, 566;
Pakistan and, 820; Sikhs, 561-62; Sindh
and, 170

Pyrenees, xxxix map 6, 204, 728
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Qadiris, 680, 696
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Qadizadeist movement, 481, 496-97, 520, 773
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Qajars (Qachars), 389-90, 392-93, 395-96,
819

Qalawn, 423, 536

Qalhat, 754

Qalmags (Kalmyks), xliv map 11, 340,
342-43, 406

Qanbalg, 600

Qandahar, xlii map 9, xliii map 10, xlviii
map 15, 389-90, 546, 548-49

Qanun and Qanunism, 478-80, 493-95

Qarakhanids, 247, 325, 331, 360-61, 397, 407

Qara Khitay, xliii map 10, xliv map 11,
330-32, 403, 409

Qaraman, xlvi map 13, 458, 464, 466

Qaramanids, 443, 446-47

Qaramanlis, 507

Qara ‘Othman, 502

Qara ‘Othmanids, 502-3

Qara Qoyunlu, 370-71, 374-76, 378, 442-43

Qarasi, xIvi map 13, 444-45, 454-55, 460

Qara’unas, 536

Qara Yoluq ‘Uthman, 374

Qara Yasuf, 375

Qarinids, 142, 165

Qarmatis: Abt ’l-Fadl messianism, 296-97;
antinomianism and, 309; in Bahrayn, 156,
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283, 287, 296-97; Bedouins displaced by,
287; defeated by Muntafiq, 297; in Egypt,
305; Fatimids and, 283, 297; in Ahsa,
756-57; Mecca, plunder of, 296, 298; in
Oman, 289; Turkic soldiers and, 311

Qashani, ‘Abdallah, 370

Qassam, 306-7

Qatam, 102-3, 192

Qatar, lix map 26, 811

Qatran, 244, 257, 267

Qayrawan, xxxix map 6, Ivi map 23; AbQ
Yazid insurrection and, 220; Arab settle-
ment at, 145; Berbers, 657; as capital, 659;
distance from Baghdad, 194; Isma‘lis,
198; Jews of, 197; orthopraxy crisis and
connection to the east, 196-97; rebellions
and occupations, 146, 212; sacked, 770;
Sidi ‘Arafa and, 727; statelet (16th c.), 766;
Ziryab, story of, 207

Qays, §, 11, 110

qazaqliq, 345-48, 371-73, 378, 489

Qazags, xliv map 11, 339

Qazwin, xlii map 9, 242, 251, 379, 397-98

Qerri, lvii map 24, 765

Qilij Arslan I, 438

Qilij Arslan 1T, 387

Qinnasrin, xli map 8, 214

Qipchaq language, 338-39, 423

Qipchags, 338-39, 344, 420, 423

Qirgiz, xliv map 11, 326, 339

Qirmasin, xlii map 9, 256

Qizilbash, 342, 378, 416, 467, 484

Qochu Beg, 479, 493-95

Qorqud (grandson of Mehmed II), 465

Qubhistan, xxxvii map 4, xlii map 9, 167, 260,
401

Qulzum, xI map 7, li map 18, 585

Qumm, xlii map 9, 239

Qur’an: Arabic language and, 17, 60-61;
burning of, 296; coinage and, 173;
eastern Arabian dialects and, 191;
Ethiopian warfare and, 699; “every
nation (umma) has its messenger (rasil),”
56-57; as first known book in Arabic, 17;
on God’s law, 409-10; God’s speech and
nature, questions about, 140-41; God will
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Qur’an (continued)
“substitute a people other than you,” 211,
481; on Hijra, 81; ideological phrases vs.
proper names, 82-83; on jihad, 81-82;
Kabir on, 579; legislation in, 83-84;
monotheism, strong, 62; Muhammad as
Abrahamic revivalist, §8—-61; Muhammad
as successor of Moses and Jesus, 61;
Noah in, 57; obedience to God and His
messenger, 82; recited in Persian in
Bukhara, 176; Shari‘a and, 188; standard-
ization of text of, 172; translation of, 387,
568, 732-33; in vernacular, 263

Quraysh, xxxvi map 3; commanders from,
78; Constitution of Medina and, 69;
Copts and, 151; descent from, 743, 751,
771; Fijar wars and, 5-6, 11-14; late
Umayyad and clans of, 117; Mecca,
takeover of, 38; Mu‘awiya and, 106;
Muhammad and, 54, 64—-65; rulers, lack
of, 10; Syria, trade with, 42; in Syria, 103;
treasurer in Medina from, 98

quriltays (assemblies), 370-72, 391

Qusayr, li map 18, 592

Qutb, Sayyid, 835, 839-41

Qutb al-Din Aybak, 539-40, 543

Qutlughkhanids, 403

Qutlugh Shah Noyan, 410-11

Rabat, xxxix map 6, 732, 769, 836
Radamal, 597

Radiyya Begum, 537-38, 540, 627

Rafi ibn Layth, 131, 136

Rafiqa, 139

Ragusa, xlvii map 14, lviii map 25, 472, 784
railroads, 795-96

rainfall. See water resources

Raja Ganeésh, 540-41, 544

Rajasthan, xlviii map 15, 523, 548, 551, 556
Rajpits, 548-56, 558, 562, 799
Ramadanids, 472

Ramayana, 571, 614, 645

Ramla, xli map 8, 287, 362, 416, 765-66
Ramnad, lii map 19, 613

Ramree, liii map 20, 620

Ranjit Singh, 561-62

INDEX

Raqqa, xli map 8, 139

Raqqada, 197, 217-18

al-Rashid, 130-31, 134, 139, 165

Rashid al-Din, 367, 369-70

Rashid ibn al-Nazr al-Fajhi, 291

Rashid ibn Sa‘id, 291-92

Rasualids, 421-22, 587-88, 753

Ravenna, xxxiv map 1, 25

Rawandiyya, 133

Rawwadids, 25657

Rayy, xlii map 9, 135, 165, 169, 281

Razi, Abu Bakr, 780

realism, conservative, 494-95

Reconquista, 204, 228, 728-29, 791

Red Sea, xxxv map 2, xxxviii map 5, xl map 7,
xlv map 12, li map 18; Beja on coast of,
585; canal to Nile, 100; commercial value
of, 147-48; formation of, 9; ghost towns,
coastal, 585; Hijaz and, 755; Indian Ocean
and, 584; Yemen and, 750

regnal titles, 130-31, 332

religion: Akbar’s sun cult, 552, 573; Anato-
lia, linguistic and religious assimilation
in, 433-38; apostasy thresholds, 838; in
Balkans, pre-Ottoman, 452-53; baptism
of Muslims, 438, 513; Berbers and, 210-11;
deism, 515-16; division between rulers
and ruled, 308, 331-32, 380; Gnosticism,
51-52; idol-worship, 18-19; indifference,
modern, 838; innovation, religious,
84-85; in late antiquity, 18-19, 24-25, 28,
41-43, 49-52; Manichaeism, 34, 51-52;
monoculturalist vs. multiculturalist
views, 569—-72; polytheism, 49; popular
religion and syncretism, §13-16. See also
Buddhism; Christianity; Hinduism; Islam;
monotheism; paganism; Zoroastrianism

religion of Abraham (millat Ibrahim),
59-60

republics, modern, 825

resources: African savanna, 673; Arabian
state formation potential and, 288; India,
523-24; Iran, 235; maritime Southeast
Asia, 618-19; North Africa, 194-95;
outsourcing, in late antiquity, 38—41;
Spain, 204. See also water resources
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Réunion, xlix map 16, 804

revenge killing as judicial system, 13

Rgaybat, 670

Rhapta, 590

Rhodes, xlvi map 13, 424, 746

Ricci, Matteo, 352

Richelieu, Cardinal, 731

Rida Khan (Reza Shah), 819

Ridda (Apostasy), 75, 90-91

Ridwan (Seljuq), 416

Rightly Guided Caliphs, 96, 103, 497, 537

road building, 806

Rohilla Afghans, 563

Romance languages, 198, 229, 451, 771, 787

Roman Empire: Christianity and, 50; in
Ctesiphon, 33; Egyptian censuses, 46—47;
fiscal atrophy of, 127-28; Germanic
conquest of, 171; Greek civilization and,
171; Justianian’s codification of law, 25;
Mauretania Tingitana (Morocco), 208,
733; Nabatean kingdom and, 36; the
Sahara and, 665

Romania, 451

Romanians, 451

Rome, xxxiv map 1, xxxix map 6, xlvii map
14, lviii map 25, 782

Rudi, 18

Ruadaki, 260

Ram (Byzantines), 183

Rami, Jalal al-Din, 435, 515, 572

Ruumis (Turkish-speaking Ottomans), 481,
503, 750, 772, 838

Ris, 254

Russia, xliv map 11, Ix map 27; 1917 revolution,
801; in Afghanistan, 801; British power
and, 794; in Bukhara, Khiwa, and
Khogqand, 800; Caucasus and, 800;
conquest of Tatars and Cossacks, 344;
Crimea and Circassia, colonization of,
797; Golden Horde, 336-37; Mongols
and, 334; oil industry, 811; Ottomans
and, 463, 498-99; Tatar raids on, 343;
Ukraine, invasion of, 810. See also Soviet
Union

Russian language, 389

Rustam, 92-93, 105, 243, 269
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Rustamids, 199-201, 213, 222, 230, 290
Riistem Pasha, 515

Sa‘adya Gaon, 175

Sabaean, 154

Sabbatai Sevi, 512

Sabiq ibn Mahmid, 760-61

Sabzawar, 402

Sa‘da, xxxviii map 5, 293-94

Sa‘d ibn Ab1 Waqqas, 354

Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubada, 89

Sa‘dids, 740-41, 743-47

Safawids: about, 376-80; ‘Abbas I reforms
and campaigns, 381-83; ‘Abbas II, 383;
Chingizid claim to rulership and, 339;
conversion of Iran to Shi‘ism, 380-81;
fall of, 389-90; Humayun and, 547; Iraq,
temporary recovery of, 723; Karim Khan
and, 392; Nadir Shah and, 391; Ottomans
VS., 377,379, 466—67, 484; Ozbegs and,
397; Persian language and, 385-89;
religion forced on subjects, 308, 331;
Siam and, 623; wider world, relations
with, 383-85

al-Saffah, Abt ’l-‘Abbas, 129

Saffarids, 161, 257-60, 289, 530

Sagzis, 258-60

Sahara Desert, xxxiv map 1, Xxxix map 6, xl
map 7, lvi map 23, lvii map 24; as barrier
and danger, 654-56, 712—13; geography
and water resources, 657-58; history,
659-61; Islam, 667-72; merchants and
commodities, 656-57; North Africa
and, 147; peoples of, 661-65; slave trade,
trans-Saharan, 656-57, 660; states, 665-67;
trade and caravans, trans-Saharan,
660-61, 665-66, 671; women, role of,
667-70. See also Berbers

Sahib ibn ‘Abbad, 228

Sahnin, 196-97, 200

Saint-Tropez, lviii map 25, 782

Saivism, 525

Sajids, 246, 254

Sakalava kingdom, 596-97

Saladin, 418-21, 702-3

Salafism, 839, 843
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Salamya (Salamiyya), xli map 8, 280

Salih (messenger sent to Thamud), 56-57, 213

Salih ibn Mirdas, 760, 774

Salih ibn Tarif, 202, 213

Salihids, 199-201, 230

Sallarids (Musafirids), 247, 254

Salman al-Farisi, 77, 185-86, 271-72, 394, 832

Salonica, xlvii map 14, 414, 455, 512, 782, 817

salt, 656

salt desert, xlii map 9, 45, 167

Salt ibn Malik al-Khardasi, 291-92

Samanids: about, 169, 246-48; genealogy,
243; Ghaznawids and, 531-32; Isma‘ilis
and, 284; language and, 266; raids on
Turks, 326; Saffarids vs., 260

Saman-khuda, 246

Samarqand, xliii map 10; about, 168; distance
from Baghdad, 194; Humaytn and, 547;
Ozbeg Khanate and, 406, 546; rebellion,
131; taken by Nadir Shah, 390-91; Timirids,
371-72, 546; townspeople, defense by,
397; water supply, 235

Samarra’, xli map 8, 139, 197, 276-77

Samghii ibn Wasil, 213

Samuel, 63, 65

San‘@’, xxxv map 2, xlv map 12; as city, 21;
competition among Zaydi imams for,
752; Ottomans, 468; Persians, 41, 154;
Yu‘firids and, 293

Sanf. See Chams and Champa

Sanjar, 361,396

gar}kara, 562, 574

Sanskrit: about, 525; classical Arabic com-
pared to, 175; the Gathas and, 26-27;
Javanese and, 643; Mahmud of Ghazna
and, 577-78; Malagasy and, 595; medical
terms from, 183; phonetics, 189-90; place
names from, 170; translation from, 186,
573-74

Saray, xliv map 11, 337

Sarbadars, 402, 447

Sardinia, xxxix map 6, lviii map 25, 782

Sargon, 40

Sarimsaqlu, 437

Sartakhan, xlvi map 13, 44445

Sasaks, 843-44

INDEX

Sasanian dynasty. See Persia and Persian
Empire

Saudi Arabia, lix map 26; aridity, 45; Egyp-
tian occupation of, 801; female attire,
policing of, 824; gross domestic product,
813; literacy rate, 815; oil industry, 801-2,
811; sectarian conflict, modern, 842-43;
as weak state, 817

Saudis, 498, 757-59

Saul, 65

Saurastra, xlviii map 15, 543-44

savanna belt of Africa: about, 672-73;
Arab migrations and, 771; comparisons
and contrasts, 686-88; eastern states,
681-86; western states, 673-81, 688-93

Savoy, lviii map 25, 789

Sawad, 129, 279

Sawakin, li map 18

Sayf al-Dawla, 286

Sayf ibn Dhi Yazan, 681

Sayyida Arwa, 752

Sayyid-i Ajall Shams al-Din, 348-49

Sayyid Muhammad, 651

Sayyids (Delhi), 539

Sayyids (Yemen), 751

scholars (‘ulama’): Akbar and, 473-76;
caliphs and, 132, 141-42, 280; on Java,
640; in Maldives, 649; Mamluks and,
427-30; Mawali as, 178; Ottomans and,
458, 478-79, 491; in Sahara and West
Africa, 622-23, 670, 675, 680, 689, 713;
Timaurids and, 411-12; in Tunisia and
Spain, 196, 206, 219-20, 228-29

science: alchemy, 184; China and Iran, 369;
Ibn Sina’s encyclopedia of, 252; Islamic
sciences, 187-90; Macaulay on England
and, 793; military, 508-9; Tahtawi and,
831-33

Scythians, 30-31, 319, 323, 480

Sea of Marmara, 451, 454-55

Sebiiktigin, 531-32

sects and sectarianism, Muslim: beginnings
of, 120-22; Christian sects compared to,
126-27, 211; Hindu sects compared to,
561; modern Muslim world, sectarian
conflict in, 842-43. See also specific sects
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Segeju, | map 17, 600

Segu, lvi map 23, 708

Selim 1, 388, 466-67, 470, 473-74

Selim II, 468, 482

Selim II1, 498, 501-2, 508-9

Seljugs: about, 356-62; Akhi brotherhood
members and, 446-47; in Anatolia,
432-33, 437-40, 443; Ayytibids and
heritage of, 419-20; in Baghdad, 761;
decline of, 361; Ghaznawids and, 261,
532; Hijaz and, 755; Ilkhans compared
to, 365-68; Islam and, 332; Mamluks
and, 424; Mirdasids and, 760-61; Mongol
defeat of, 440; in Oman, 289; palace in
Baghdad demolished, 762; post-Seljuq
period, 362-64; Qara Khitay and, 331;
Shabankara and, 399-400; Turcomans,
relationship to, 359, 361; Turkic soldiers,
banning of, 398; Zangids and, 418;
Ziyarids and, 248

Semitic languages, 16-17, 198, 694

Senapati, 641

Sénas, 540

Senegal, lix map 26, 674

Senegal River, Ivi map 23, 661, 690

Sennacherib, 18

Serbia, xlvii map 14, 453, 455-56

Serbian language, 513

Serbs, 452-53

Sergius, 25

Setupatis, 613

Seville, xxxix map 6, 206, 728-29

sexual customs in the Sahara, 668

Seychelles, xlix map 16, 647

Shabankara, 399-400

Shabbiyya, 727

Shaddadids, 25657

Shadhinjan Kurds, 257

Shafi‘ites: on Ceylon, 616; in Ethiopia, 697;
Hanafis vs., 263, 405, 529-30; in India,
608-10, 612, 615-17; Khujandis, 404-5;
mercantile trade and, 592-94; on poll tax,
vs. Hanafls, 529-30, 575-76; on smaller
Indian Ocean islands, 648-49; in
Southeast Asia, 625, 630, 636; Swahili,
603
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Shahanshah. See “King of Kings”

Shah Bahram (mythical), 240-41

Shahdiz, 401

Shah Jahan, 548-49, 554-55, 575

Shah Kalim Allah, 572

Shahnama (Firdawsi), 265, 269-70, 389,
393-94, 520

ShahpuhrI, 26-29, 527

Shahpuhr 11, 51

Shah Qulu, 466, 481

Shah Rukh (grandson of Nadir Shah),
390-91, 563

Shah Rukh (son of Timdr), 373, 412

Shah Wali Allah Dihlawi, 387, 562-63, 568—69

Shajar al-Durr, 422

Shamil, 800

Shamlu, 379, 416

Shantung, xliv map 11, 352-53

Shaqya, 216

Shari‘a (Islamic law): Akbar’s disregard for,
573; antinomianism and, 309-10; cavalier
attitudes to, in Central Asia, 273; on
fratricide, 470; as Islamic science, 188-89;
on marriage, concubines, and children,
469-70; Old Javanese legal literature and,
644; Ottoman Qanun vs., 478-80, 497;
resurrection at Alamut and abrogation of,
402; Sahara and, 667-69; Yasa, 408-12,
478-79. See also laws, legal teachings,
and doctrine

Shattarts, 571-72, 639

Shaw, Bernard, 835

Shayzar, xli map 8, 829-30

Shem, 693

Sheér Shah Suri, 539-40, 547

Sheykh iil-Islam, 478-80, 497

Shibanids, 406, 412

Shibani Khan, 344-45

Shihabids, 763

Shiism: about, 121-22; ‘Alawis, 820; ‘Alevis of
modern Turkey, 467; arrival of, in western
Muslim world, 215-16; in Bahrain, 757;
Bedouin dynasties and, 759-60; coastal
distribution of, 591-92; disappearance
from western Islam, 233; Iran’s conversion
to, 380-81; ISIS, Shi‘ites killed by, 842;
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Shi‘ism (continued)
Islamism and, 824-25; Kaysaniyya, 124;
Kharijites vs., 121-22; revolt in Bahrayn,
156; in Southeast Asia, 623; Spain and,
207, 216. See also ‘Alids; Fatimids; Imami
(“Twelver”) Shi‘ites; Safawids; Zaydis

Shilluk, lvii map 24, 707

ship technology, 475, 487, 786, 806-7

Shirawayh ibn Shahrdar ibn Fana Khusraw, 253

Shiraz, xlii map 9, li map 18, 235, 248-50,
372,392

Shirkuah, 417

Shirwan, xlii map 9, 165

Shirwan-Shahs, 165, 243-44

Shona, I map 17

Shughnan, xliii map 10, 169

Shuja“ ibn Wahb al-Asadi, 78

Shumla, 415

Shu‘tbism, 186, 229

Siam, lili map 20, 617-18, 620, 623-24, 629,
631

Siberia, xliv map 11, 344, 388

Sibir, xliv map 11, 344

Sicily, xxxix map 6, lviii map 25; Arabic, 721,
782; Charles of Anjou, 780; conquest of,
198; Fatimids and the Kalbid dynasty,
221-22; navy, 785; Norman, 226-27, 231

Sidi ‘Arafa, 727

Sidon, xli map 8, xlv map 12, 505

Sierra Leone, lix map 26, 710-11

Sigismund of Hungary, 456

Sijilmasa, xxxix map 6, Ivi map 23; distance,
effects of, 194; Fatimids vs. Umayyads
and, 223; Ghana, trade with, 660-61;
Khazarids, 231; al-Mahdi freed from, 218,
222; al-Mahdi in, 218; Midrarids, 199, 201

Sikhs, 387, 556, 561-63, 569, 799

Sila, 690

silk trade, 384

Simjurids, 260

Sinai, xl map 7, 36, 420, 664

Sinan, 471, 509-10

Sindh, xxxvii map 4, xIviii map 15, lii map
19; about, 170; ‘Abbasids, 147; Buddhism,
525; conquest of, 114, 144, 528-30; Durrani,
563; Ghaznawids, 533; Hanafls, 609;

INDEX

Isma‘ilis, 282, 530; Muslim majority, 566;
name “Hind” from, 528; Omanis, 290;
water resources, 605

Sinhalese, lii map 19, 616, 648

Sinnar, lvii map 24, 519, 702, 705

Sinope, xlvi map 13, 444

Sira (Ibn Hisham), 614

Siraf, li map 18, 586

Sirhindi, Ahmad, 570-72, 576, 578-80

Sirjan, xlii map 9, 168

Sistan, xxxvii map 4, xlii map 9; about, 167;
agricultural wealth of, 258; Ghaznawids,
260-61; Isma‘lis, 281; Kabul, route to,
526-27; Kharijites, 167, 238-39, 258-59, 377;
Saffarids, 257-60; Samanids, 260; Tahirids,
258-59; Ya‘qub the Coppersmith and,
242-43

Sivﬁji, 559-60, 562, 575

Sivas, xlvi map 13, 440, 445, 456, 510

Siwa, Ivii map 24, 664, 770

slavery: in African rain forest belt, 707-8;
Berber slaves, 146; captives and conver-
sion, 176-77; Christian Eastern European
slaves, 336; Delhi Sultanate, 535; Devshirme,
457, 471, 487; end of slavery, 813-15;
Ethiopian slaves, 540, 558-59; Georgian
Christian slaves, 381-82; Iranian slaves in
Central Asia, 376; Mali, naked slave girls
in, 692; Morisco slaves, 731-32; Najahid
black slave dynasty in Yemen, 293; in New
World, 802-3; Ottoman administration,
slaves in, 471-72; prohibition on enslave-
ment of free Muslims, 660, 707-8; raid on
the Banti ’-Mustaliq and, 73-74; savanna
states and trade for horses, 686-87; slave
trade through hostile or friendly powers,
425-26; trans-Saharan slave trade, 656-57,
660; Zanj rebellion, 278, 601; Zanj slaves,
600-601

slave soldiers: Aghlabids and, 197; black, 138,
420, 426, 742, 747; in Delhi Sultanate,
535-36; in Egypt, 311, 422-23; Ghazna-
wids and, 532; Gharids and, 533; in Iran,
395; refugee black infantry in Upper
Egypt, 420; Slav, 197, 201; in Spain, 204;
Turkic, 137-39, 247, 285, 311, 330, 359, 398
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Slavic and Slavonic languages, 197, 330,
451-52, 513, 771

Slavs, xxxiv map 1; Avar rule over, 24, 32; in
Balkans, 114, 451-52; Christianity and,
340, 452; Emperor Maurice on, 36; Islam
and, 340; as military slaves, 197, 201;
qazaqlig and, 347-48; state formation
and, 453

Smith, Adam, 794-95

Smyrna, 372, 432-33. See also Izmir

Soba, 702

socialism, 823-24

Socotra, xlix map 16, 292

Socrates, 251

Sofala, l map 17, 590, 596, 598-99

Sogdian language, 169, 263-64, 267

Sogdians, xxxv map 2; the Afshin, 236;
Harith ibn Surayj rebellion and, 118;
Ilyasids, 260; Manichaeism and, 51; al-
Mugqanna“ rebellion and, 133; S3jids, 246;
trade with Turks, 42; in Transoxania, 169

Sokoto, lvi map 23, 679, 682

Somalia, lix map 26, 629, 822

Somaliland, 800

Somali language, 665

Somalis, | map 17, Ivii map 24, 604-5, 706, 712

Songhay, lvi map 23, 666-67, 670, 676-78,
687, 692, 748

Sonni ‘Ali, 676

Soqollu Mehmed Pasha, 482

soup kitchens, 516

South China Sea, liii map 20, Iv map 22, 621

Southeast Asia, continental, liii map 20;
comparison with maritime, 630-31;
geography of, 617-18; maritime trade and
Islam, 619-24

Southeast Asia, maritime, liv map 21, lv map
22; China and, 647; comparison with
continental, 630-31; comparison with
East African coast, 626-28; comparison
with large islands of Indian Ocean, 631;
eastern islands, more remote, 631-33;
Europeans and Christianity, 633-36;
geography and demography, 618-19;
Indian culture and, 625, 632; mercantile
Islam, 625-30; Persian and, 388; prehis-
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tory, 624-25; as provincial, 651; religious
and social norms, local vs. Islamic, 636-46

Southerner faction. See Northerner and
Southerner factions

Southern Ocean, liv map 21, 525. See also
Goddess of the Southern Ocean

South Korea, 838

South Yemen, 823

Soviet Union, 815, 823

Sozomenus, 59-60, 64, 85

Spain, xxxvii map 4, lviii map 25; ‘Abd
al-Rahman I’s refugee Umayyad dynasty,
214-15; ‘Abd al-Rahman III, reign of,
223-25; Almohads, 728-29, 737; Al-
moravids, 228, 728-29, 735; in Americas,
791; Arab migrations and, 769-70;
army of Balj, 214; Berber rebellion and
aftermath, 212-14; Berber soldiers, 224,
227-28; bin Laden on, 835; Carthage and,
564; Christian kingdoms of the north,
204, 224, 227, 727-28; Christian recon-
quest (Reconquista), 204, 228, 728-29,
791; as Christian sea power, 790-91; con-
quest of, 143-44, 204; eastern orientation,
206-8; Fatimids and, 223, 281; fragmenta-
tion post-Umayyad, 228; Hafsids, 726;
influence on Morocco, 744-45; invasion
of, 114; Jews, 208, 512; Lower, Middle,
and Upper Marches, 2035, 224-25; Maliki
Sunnism, 207; Moriscos, 482, 744-45,
789; mountain ranges as obstructions,
194; Mudéjars and Moriscos, 729-33;
Nasrids, 729, 738; North African ports
held by, 785; Ottomans, 482; in the
Philippines, 635-36, 647; as province,
143-45; raids on France from, 204, 782;
rebellions, 205-6, 281; remoteness of,
203—4; resources, 194, 204; Shi‘ism,
limited presence of, 216; slave soldiers,
138; state formation potential, large-scale,
225, 727-33; Umayyad state, collapse of,
227-29; as Visigoth kingdom, 143

Spanish Inquisition, 730-31, 794

Spanish language, 385

Srivijaya, 627-28

Srngéri, xlviii map 15, 562, 576
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state formation: about, 8; Abu ‘Abdallah
al-Shi‘1 and, 217-18; Arabian, during
caliphate breakup, 288-300; Arabian
interior in late antiquity and lack of, 7-10;
in Balkans, 453; chains of, Turkic, 386, 389,
413, 427; deserts as obstacle, 46; geogra-
phy, constraints of, 45-48; Germanic and
Arab, compared, 127-28; Ibn Khald@inian
mode of, 274, 312-13, 377, 666, 680-81,
743, 758; large-scale potential, in Iraq,
Egypt, and Tunisia, 722-27; large-scale
potential, in Morocco and Arab dynas-
ties, 740-48; large-scale potential, in
Morocco and Berber dynasties, 733-40;
large-scale potential, in Spain, 727-33;
mid-scale potential in Arabia, 750-59;
mid-scale potential in Arab lands outside
Arabia, 759-66; monotheism and, 63-64;
mountains as obstacle, 9, 43, 154, 169;
nonmonarchical rule, 756-57; premod-
ern distances and degrees of control,
46-48; religious, in tribal society, 80;
steppes vs. sedentary societies and,
31-32; strength variation over time, 48-49;
survival of state after Muhammad’s death,
84-86; tax collection and, 8—9. See also
Caliphate, breakup of; specific states

steppes, XXxiv map 1-xxxv map 2, xliv map 11;
compared to deserts of Arabia and
Sahara, 31, 318; Huns, 30, 32; in late
antiquity, 30-33; Mongols, 332-39; Oghuz
migration, 357; the Qara Khitay, 330-32;
qazaqliq political culture, 345-48;
resources and vulnerabilities, 318-19; size
of, 318; Turks, 319-30, 339-48. See also
Avars; Mongols; Turks

stipend system. See Diwan

Strait of Gibraltar, 194, 202, 205, 214, 583

Strait of Malacca, liv map 21, 584, 617-18, 621

succession to rulers and related conflicts:
caliphate, 97-98, 101, 112, 116, 134;
Fatimid, 401, 418; Mughal, 555-56, 574;
Muhammad, 85-86, 88-89; Ottoman,
459, 461, 466-68, 470, 482-83; Seljuq,
361, 438

Sudan, lix map 26, 800, 823

INDEX

Sudd, lvii map 24, 706

Sudi, Ahmed, 388

Suez, xl map 7, xlv map 12, 795

Suez Canal, 482, 806

Safism: abolished in Turkey, 834; Bektashis,
514-15, 572; Chishti order, 572; in Hausa-
land, 680; as Islamic science, 190;
Kazariuni order, 237, 593; Malamatiyya,
190; maritime trade and, 592; Mevlevis,
515; Nagshbandi order, 408, 509, 570-71,
580; “New Teaching” vs. “Old Teaching,”
349-50; Qadiri order, 680, 696; relations
with non-Muslims, 572; Safawid order
and the Qizilbash, 378; Sarbadar statelet
and, 402; Shabbiyya, 727; Shattari order,
571-72, 639; in Southeast Asia, 629, 636,
639; Védantists and, 574

Sufris, 120, 199-200, 211-12, 671

Sufyanids, 105, 116, 135

Sufyan al-ThawrT, 178

Suhar, xxxviii map 5, 289-90, 292, 754

Suhayb, 185-86

Sulawesi, lv map 22, 618, 633-34, 637

Sulayhids, 295-96, 304, 752

Sulaym, xxxvi map 3, 8, 226, 770

Sulayman Solong, 683-84

Siileyman (Seljuq), 438

Siileyman (son of Bayezid I), 461

Siileyman Chelebi, 441-42

Siileyman I “the Magnificent,” 467-69, 482,
484, 744

Sultaniyya, xlii map 9, 365, 396-97

Sulu Islands, Iv map 22, 627, 636

Sumatra, liv map 21; European powers and,
482, 634; geography of, 617-19; Labbais,
615; mercantile Islam and, 625-32;
Minangkabau, 629, 638-39; oil industry,
810; Ottomans, 482, 587, 590, 608

Sumbawa, lv map 22, 632-33

Sumerians, 44

Sunbadh, 131, 163

sun cult of Akbar, 552, 573

Sunnism: Almoravids and, 735-36; the
Azariga and, 120; in Baghdad, 761-62; in
Bahrain, 757; Berbers and, 739; caliphate,
theories of, 280; coastal distribution of,
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591-92; Hanbalis, 758, 761; insurrection,
rejection of, 132; Islamism and, 824-25;
mainstream, 283; Maturidism, 358; in Najd,
758; Ottoman and Arab shared allegiance
to, 750; restored in Egypt, 419; in South-
east Asia, 623; Wahhabi movement, 498,
639, 758-59, 842-43; in Yemen, 751;
Ziyadids and, 293. See also ‘Abbasid
Caliphate; Almoravids; Hanafis; Malikis;
Mamlik Sultanate; Mughal Empire;
Ottoman Empire; Seljugs

Surabaya, liv map 21, 629

Surakarta, liv map 21, 630, 808

Sirat, xlviii map 15, lii map 19, 578, 588, 606-7

Suris, 539, 547, 572

Sas, xxxix map 6; Bajaliyya and, 201-2; dis-
tance from Baghdad, 194; Ibn TGmart
and, 736; Janissaries, 733-34; manuscripts
of a work from, 651; Maysara rebellion,
212; Sa‘dids, 740-41, 747

Susu, lvi map 23, 710-11

Swahili language, 602-3

syncretism, 513-16

Syria, XXXv map 2, Xxxvii map 4, xxxviii
map 5, xli map 8, xlv map 12, lix map
26; ‘Abbasid dynasty and, 132, 142; ‘Abd
al-Malik and, 109; ancient cultures, 44;
Arab conquest of, 94; Arab raids on,
in late antiquity, 37; army, Umayyad,
108-10; Ba‘th Party, 823; Battle of the
Yarmik River, 91; Bedouin “Emir of the
Arabs,” 763; Caliphate central govern-
ment, 103—4; Christianity, 41, 510; civil
wars and, 117; communism, 823; Crusad-
ers, 419, 424; early Arabic, 16-17; Egyptian
domination of, 284; emigration to New
World, 803; expedition to Syrian border-
lands (ca. 632), 88; Fatimids and, 305-7;
as fragile state, 821-22; governors, 99;
Hamdanids, 277; Ibn Khaldtn on, 312;
Ikhshidids, 284, 303; Ilkhan invasions,
424; Imami scholars from, 380; ISIS,
825; Isma‘lis, 281; Jelalis, 489; Jews, 96;
Junds, 100; Mamluks, 424, 506; Marwan
II and, 123; militias, urban (ahdath),
306-7; Monophysite Christianity, 25;
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Mu‘awiya, 102; Muhammad’s expeditions
toward, 71; Napoleon’s invasion of,

505; nontribal Arabic speakers, 772;
Northerner-Southerner factional conflict
and, 118, 135; Ottomans, 467; peasant
population, 774; Persian Empire and, 35,
40-41, 49; prophets in, 84; Quraysh
trade with, 42; restoration of ‘Abbasid
rule, 137; Roman strategy, 37; Saudis, 758;
Seljugs, 357, 415-16, 440; story of Hashim
and Byzantine emperor, 6; Timirids,

372, 426; Troupes spéciales du Levant,
819-20; Turcomans, 362, 415-19; United
Arab Republic, 818; wealth relative to Iraq,
112; Zangids, 417-19

Tabari, 369

Tabaris, 102, 185-86, 293

Tabaristan, xlii map 9, 142, 165-66,
247-48

Tabriz, xlii map 9, xIv map 12; Isma‘l I
crowned in, 378; Katib Chelebi on
villages of the region, 495; Muzaffarids,
370; Ottomans, 467, 473, 483, 498;
Rawwadids, 256; removal of Safawid
capital from, 379

Tabuk, xxxviii map 5, 91

Tafilalt, xxxix map 6, 199, 213, 741-42

Taghaza, lvi map 23, 666

Taghlib, 285

Tahart, xxxix map 6, 199-200, 213, 222, 290

Tahir ibn al-Husayn, 136-38

Tahirids, 137, 166-67, 243, 246, 258—-59

Tahmasp, 379-80, 469, 547

Tahtawi, Rifa‘a Rafi, 831-33

T2’if, xxxv map 2, Xxxvi map 3, xxxviii map s;
Fijar wars and, 14; monotheism, 42;
Muhammad and, 65-66, 75; poets,
scarcity of, 181; as walled town, 21, 66

Taiwan, 349

Ta‘izz, xxxviii map 5, xlv map 12, 468

Tajik, 374-78, 392, 395-97, 402, 406-7,
411, 535-36

Tajikistan, lix map 26, 386-87, 389

Taj Mahall, 554

Takrir, lvi map 23, 673-74, 687, 690
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Talha, 101

Taliban, 825, 841

Tamil language, 613-14

Tamil Nadu, xlviii map 15, 541

Tamils and Tamil country, lii map 19, 541,
559-60, 607, 61215

Tamim, 118, 762

Tangier, xxxix map 6, 212, 740

Tanjore, xlviii map 15, 560

Taqali, 685

Taqi Khan Durrani, 403

Tarif (father of Salih ibn Tarif), 213

Tariq ibn Ziyad, 144

Tarsus, xIvi map 13, 157-58

Tasmania, 794

Tatars: Crimean, xliv map 11, xlv map 12, 343,
457, 479, 485; Kazan, Russian conquest
of, 344; Lithuanian, xliv map 11, 340-41;
qazaqlig and, 347; Qipchaq Turks,
338-39

Taurus Mountains, xli map 8, 157, 443

taxation: converts exempt from poll tax, 176;
direct vs. indirect collection, 252; Diwan
system, 99-100, 108, 128; in Egypt, 96,
150; fiscal east vs. tax-free west, 127-28;
in Kirman, 400; “Median” rebellion, 116;
Mesopotamia and, 30; Mughal, 552-53,
556; Ottoman, 458, 497; poll tax on
non-Muslims, 81, 99, 150, 152, 176, 517,
529-30, 552, 556, 570, 575-76; state
formation and collection of, 8-9

Tayy, 287, 760

Tayyibis, 419

Tehran, xlii map 9, 393, 811, 817, 836

Teke, xlvi map 13, 379, 444, 455

Tekeld, 379

telegraph, 807, 820-21

Tenasserim, liii map 20, 620, 623

Tengger, liv map 21, 642, 644

Terken Khattan, 360-61, 366

Ternate, Iv map 22, 590, 646

Tertullian, 188

Tetrabiblos (Ptolemy), 184

Thamid, xxxv map 2, 56-58

Thagqif, xxxvi map 3, 65, 118

Theodora, 25

INDEX

Thrace, xxxiv map 1, xIvii map 14; Arab
troops, 38; Celtic rule over, 23; Ottomans,
455, 457, 460, 475; Qarasi, 444-45

Thracians, 23

Thughtr, xxxvii map 4, 157-58

Tibesti, lvii map 24, 658, 663

Tibet, xliii map 10, xlviii map 15, 526

Tibetans, 407

Tidore, Iv map 22, 646

Tiflis, xlii map 9, 394

Tigris River, xxxv map 2, xli map 8, li map
18, 45, 766

Tihama, xxxviii map 5, 752

Timariots, 457, 473-74, 484, 488, 517

Timbuktu, lvi map 23, 657, 665, 671, 676,
686, 713. See also Bashas

Timor, lv map 22, 632-33

Timur: about, 338; in Anatolia, 440,
442-43, 456, 461; China, plans for, 348;
Chingizid legitimacy and, 339; custom-
ary law of, 411; in India, 536, 538-39,
543; as internal nomad, 344; Mughals
and, 550; Nadir and, 394; gazaqlig and,
346; on settled Turcomans, 374-75;
Syria, invasion of, 426; tomb of, 391

Timaurids: about, 338, 370-73; in Delhi, 548;
infantry, 398; as internal nomads, 344;
Mongol law and, 412; Ottomans and,
464; Sayyids and, 539. See also Mughal
Empire

Tinmal, xxxix map 6, 736

Tinnis, xl map 7, 784

Tipa Sultan, 557-58, 562

Tlemcen, xxxix map 6, 231, 739, 769

Toghril I, 361

Toghril I1T, 358

Tokat, xlvi map 13, 433, 440, 510

Toland, John, 515

Toledo, xxxix map 6, lviii map 25, 224, 228,
728, 780

tombstones, Muslim, 320, 589, 628-29, 642

Toqay Temiirids, 406, 412

Torah, 61

Toulon, lviii map 25, 790

Trabzon. See Trebizond

trade, maritime. See mercantile Islam
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Transcaucasia, XXxv map 2, 46, 243-44
translation: about, 182-83; from Arabic into

Latin, 780; of canonical texts, 263; from
French to Arabic, 832; from Greek to Arabic,
183-85; from Middle Persian to Arabic,
185-86; into Persian, 387; of Qur’an, 387,
568, 732—33; from Sanskrit to Persian,
573-74; from Spanish/Portuguese into
Arabic, 745; into Turkish, 389
Transoxania, xxxvii map 4, xliii map 10;
about, 168-69; Arab conquest of, 144;
Chaghatay Khanate and, 336-37; Isma‘ilis,
281; languages, 267; Mangits, 406;
al-Muqanna‘ rebellion, 133-34; Nadir
Shih, invasion by, 390-91; Ozbegs, 376,
406-7; Persian and, 387; Qarakhanid
conquest of, 325; Qara Khitay in, 331;
Saffarids, 260; Samanids, 246, 326;
Seljugs and Oghuz, 357; Shibanids,
344-45, 406; Sogdian language and,
263-64; Sogdian trade with Turks, 42;
Timirids, 344, 371-74; Toqay Temiirids,
406; Turkic conversion and, 324;
Turkification of, 330
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506-7; distance from Baghdad, 194;
European sailors, 786; Ibadi subsects, 201;
resources, 194; sacked, 145

Tripolitania, xxxvii map 4, Xxxix map 6, 145,
147, 231

Tripolitsa, xlvii map 14, 799

Trojans, 480

Troupes spéciales du Levant, 819-20

Tuareg, Ivi map 23, 31, 662-72, 677, 716, 770

Tubu (Téda), Ivi map 23, Ivii map 24, 663-66,
668, 670, 672,770

Tudela, xxxix map 6, 205

Tughluq Shah, 536, 538

Tukulor, lvi map 23, 673

Tulsidas, 571

Talanids, 147, 277, 284, 301-2

Tunis, xxxix map 6, xlv map 12, Ivi map 23,
lviii map 25; Almohads, 726, 737; Barbary
state, 507; cityscape, modern, 836;
indigenous Christians, 210; Ottomans,
467; Spanish vs. Ottomans, 507

Tunisi, Muhammad, 684-85

Tunisia, xxxvii map 4, xxxix map 6, xlv map
12, lviii map 25, lix map 26; about, 145;

Transylvania, xIvii map 14, 468, 472, 492

Trarza, lvi map 23, 662

Trebizond, xlvi map 13, 433, 436, 445, 466,
501, 511

Trengganu, liv map 21

Trengganu Stone, 628, 642, 645

tribalism, Arabian: blood money, 5, 12, 14,
69, 72, 83, 100; clientage and alliance,
11-15, 98, 177, 214; Constitution of
Medina and, 69-70; culture and Arab
identity, 15-20; “group feeling” (‘asabiyya),
155 laqah, value attached to being, 10;
patrilineal descent and, 10-11, 108; revenge
killings, 13, 102-3; soldiers and civilians,
no distinction between, 14; as substitute
for states, 12—13; warfare, small-scale and
rule-bound character of, 13-15; when
united by common religion, 80

Trinidad, 804

Trinity, 62

Tripoli, xxxix map 6, Iviii map 25; about, 764;
Awlad Sulayman, 766; Barbary state,

Aghlabids, 197-98, 217-18, 725; Almo-
hads, 725-26; Arab migrations and, 770;
Arabs in army of, 748; Ayyubid attack on,
421; Bant Jami¢, 764; Berber threat and
rebellions, 146-47, 212, 220; conquest of,
113-14; Fatimids, 217-21, 223, 725, 770;
French, 800; governors of, 146-47;
Hafsids, 725-26, 738; Hilali Arabs, 226,
747; Husaynids, 725; Ibadi seizure and
‘Abbasid recovery of, 212-13; Ibn Farrtkh
as judge, 132; Ibn Khaldin on, 312;
independence of, 137; manufacturing,
810; Marinids, 726, 738; monarchy, loss of,
801; Morisco refugees, 732; orthopraxy
and orientation to the east, 196-97; pop-
ulation change, 776; resources, 194-95;
slavery and, 814; slave soldiers, 138; south-
ern, Aghlabid conquest of, 198-99; state
formation potential, large-scale, 194-95,
725-27; Sulaym, 226; Zirids, 225-27, 725,
747,770

Tunjur, 682-84
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Taran Shah, 421

Turcomans (Oghuz): about, 357; Afshars,
390-91; in Anatolia, 377, 431-47, 502;

Aq Qoyunlu and Qara Qoyunlu, 370-71,
374-76; in Balkans, 452; “Book of Dede
Qorqud,” 375-76, 442; conversion to
Islam, 325-26; demographic effects of
movement of, 362; expansion to the
southwest, 415-31; expansion to the west,
431-47; llkhans compared to, 365-68;
Iran, invasion of, 357; in Khurasan, 359;
Ottomans and, 460, 465; Safawid army,
379, 381-82; Seljugs, relation to, 359, 361;
Uze migration to Balkans, 414-15. See also
Seljugs

Turfan, xliii map 10, 408

Turkestan, Chinese, xliii map 10, xliv map 11;
Chinese settlement, 797; ethnicity, 349;
Manchu conquest of, 344, 797; Persian
and, 388; political domination from
outside, 407-8; Qarakhanids and spread
of Islam to, 325; Turkification of, 330
Turkey, lix map 26; after World War I, 801;
‘Alevis, 467; Anatolia’s transformation
into, 435-36; coastal development, 808;
establishment of Republic, 817; gross
domestic product, 813; linguistic and
religious assimilation, 433-38; literacy
rate, 815; manufacturing, 810; modern-
ization, 834-35; nationalism and, 822-23;
private sector and state sector, 818; urban
population, 806; water resources, 45.
See also Ottoman Empire

Turkic linguistic family, 319-21, 328-29,
362, 406

Turkish language: Anatolian, 459; Anato-
lian Turkish as literary language, 441-42;
Christians speaking, 513; commentary
on Hafiz in, 388; in Greek and Armenian
scripts, 513; limited presence on Mediter-
ranean islands, 783; Ottomans and, 459
Turkmenistan, lix map 26, 167, 343

Turks, xxxv map 2; Abt ’I-Ghazi Bahadur
Khan’s book about, 341-43; Armenia
and, 160; Avars and, 32; Bilgd Qaghan’s
account, 321-24; civil war against Kutama

INDEX

in Egypt, 310-12; emergence of, 319-21;
Emperor Maurice on, 36; expansion
outside the steppes, 330; Heraclius’s
advance toward Ctesiphon and, 94; as
identity vs. “Ottoman,” 480-81; Islam
in relation to Turkic identity, 328-29,
339-43; Islam spread to, 324-27; Isma‘qli
failure to recruit, 284; Khurasan and, 167;
Muhammad on, 324; nomadic vs. postno-
madic conquests by, 531; slave soldiers,
137-39, 143, 247, 250, 285, 311, 330; sol-
diers, out of caliphal control, 275-76;
state formation, chains of, 386, 389; as
threat to Caliphate, 114; Uighurs and, 321.
See also Turcomans (Oghuz)

Tas, xlii map 9, 267

Tuscany, lviii map 25, 789

Tutush, 415-16, 760-61

Tuvinians, xliv map 11, 339

Tuwat, lvi map 23, 679, 729

Twelver Shi‘ites. See Imami (“Twelver”)
Shi‘ites

“Ubayd, 723

“Ubayda ibn Hilal, 181-82

Uganda, 657

Uhud, Battle of, 70-71, 7677

Uighurs, 51-52, 321, 325, 445

Uighur script, 342, 373

Ujjayini, xlviii map 15, 548

“Ukaz, xxxvi map 3, 4-5, 7

Ukraine, 348, 810

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab: administration,
98-99; on Arabs, 720; Diwan system,
99-100, 128, 156; Iran conquest and,
162-63; Kharijites on, 121; Muhammad’s
death and, 88-89; on Nabateans, 768;
naval attacks foresworn by, 95; on
non-Muslims, 429; political participation
and, 127; raid on the Bant ’l-Mustaliq
and, 73; succession to, 96-97; on where
Arabs flourish, 175

‘Umar II, 111, 121

Umaruppulavar (‘Umar the Poet), 613-14

Umayyad Caliphate: ‘Abbasid revolution,
122-26; ‘Abd al-Malik’s reign, 109-11;
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as Arab dynasty, 727; comparisons
with Byzantines and Persians, 126-27;
establishment of, 104-5; Fatimids, rivalry
with, 222-23; fiscal imbalance, 112-13;
fragmentation at end of, 727-28; geopoliti-
cal situation, 113-14; Hisham’s reign,
111-12; Mawali as bodyguards, 177-78;
Mu‘awiya’s reign, 106-9; Muslim enemies
and rebellions, 116-22; non-Muslim
enemies, 114-16; Northerner-Southerner
factional conflict, 110-12, 117-19, 123, 126;
refugee dynasty in Spain, 214-15; state
formation and, 127-28

Umur Beg, 444

United Arab Emirates, lix map 26, 811-12, 821

United Arab Republic, 818

United East India Company, 634

United States, 801, 8034, 810, 812, 814

universities and colleges, 478, 816. See also
madrasas

Upper Egypt, xxxiv map 1, xl map 7, 420,
703. See also Nubia

Uqaylids, 759, 761, 774

Urals, xliv map 11, 338-39

urban population growth, 805-6

Urdu, 389, 568

Urgiip, xlvi map 13, 513

‘Urwa, 12-13

Usama ibn Mungqidh, 829-30

Usama ibn Zayd, 88

“Usfarids, 757

Usriishana, xliii map 10, 137, 241, 256, 263

“Utbi, 266-67

‘Uthman, 96-103, 121, 172, 528

‘Uthman ibn Fadi, 667, 670, 679-80, 682,
692, 708

‘Uyayna, xxxviii map s, 758

“Uyinids, 757

Uzbekistan. See Transoxania

Uzbek language, 389

Uzes, 414-15

Uzun Hasan, 374, 377, 441, 459, 464

Vaghélas, 543
Vai, lvi map 23, 710
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Vindhyas mountains, xlviii map 15, 523
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Wara, lvii map 24, 682

warfare. See military methods and culture

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

894

warner model, 53, 57-58, 60
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mountains, role of, 9, 45, 165; North
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657; rain forest belt, 708-11; savannah
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Shajar al-Durr as ruler in Egypt, 422;
Sufri view of, 120; topless or naked, 649,
667, 692; veiling, 830; as warriors and
bandits, 120, 630

World War 1, 797-98, 800-801, 819
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Yathrib, xxxv map 2, xxxvi map 3; aridity of,
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Zangids, 417-19, 703, 775
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