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1
Parallel Lives

george washington had many good things to say about Frederick the 
Great when, in the summer of 1786, he felt moved to honor the achievements 
of the world-famous king of Prussia in a few pointed words. His European 
friends had informed him about the pitiable state of health of the once so 
vigorous monarch, the man who had shaped the destinies of Prussia and 
Europe for nearly half a century. The resulting letter Washington sent to the 
Marquis de Lafayette twelve weeks before Frederick’s death resembles a pre-
mature obituary.

Lafayette, Washington’s companion from the days of the American Revolu-
tion, had himself sought out the infirm Prussian monarch only a few months 
earlier in Germany. Now Washington wrote to him that no one in the world 
was Frederick the Great’s equal as a soldier. Likewise, having given his effi-
ciently run Prussian state a rational imprint, he could “yield the palm to none” 
as a “politician.” As a military leader and head of state, the king remained an 
unrivaled model for many generals and chief executives. Washington was one 
of them. And now, as he wrote, the “discernment” that the Prussian ruler had 
shown in receiving Lafayette so honorably would only “increase my opinion” 
of him.

But Washington did not leave it at this lavish praise. Surprisingly, his re-
marks culminated in a radical criticism. It was “to be lamented” that, like most 
“great characters,” Frederick’s was “not without a blot.” Since the American 
Revolution of 1776, the people of Europe had also increasingly demanded a 
say in government as full citizens endowed with rights. Throughout his whole 
life, however, Frederick had opposed every form of popular participation in 
affairs of state. Even now, as a sick old man, he continued to rule his Prussia as 
an unfettered autocrat, handing down commands, edicts, orders, and decrees. 
The single touchstone of his political action was his own will. Yet in 
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Washington’s view, it was disgraceful for “one man” all alone to rule over the 
inhabitants of a large empire according to his own whim, and thus to “tyran-
nize over millions.” It cast “a shade” on his character that would “always” 
darken his achievement in the eyes of posterity.

Washington was very well acquainted with Frederick. As a young man, he 
had assiduously kept up with the Prussian king’s career. When he himself first 
commanded an American regiment in Pennsylvania against the French in the 
Seven Years’ War, he devoured reports of the bold victory that Frederick, as 
general of the Prussian army, had won over the same enemy at the Battle of 
Rossbach in Saxony. He earnestly admired the audacity with which the daring 
Frederick—although often outnumbered—subdued his opponents. And he 
owed him a debt of gratitude: By entangling the French troops in Europe in a 
long, debilitating war, Frederick contributed decisively to breaking French 
dominion over large parts of North America.

It is therefore no wonder that in 1759 Washington ordered a large bust of the 
Prussian king from a London merchant—a costly purchase intended to adorn 
the entrance hall to his Virginia estate of Mount Vernon. A few years later, he 
bought his stepson Jacky a figurine of a Prussian dragoon. This artful miniature 
of one of Frederick the Great’s elite soldiers saw action on the wooden floors 
of the nursery at Mount Vernon.

As Frederick’s luck in the Seven Years’ War took a dramatic turn for the worse 
in 1760, and the Prussian king thought himself close to destruction, Washington 
felt his suffering. In letters to European informants, he inquired into the fate of 
the Americans’ crucial ally. When the tide then unexpectedly turned and, after 
the Treaty of Hubertusburg in 1763, Frederick once again energetically ruled his 
country, Washington rejoiced for him. But then his enthusiasm for the heroic 
Prussian ruler waned—gradually at first, but irreversibly.

The deeper reason for this shift was that Washington’s stance toward king-
ship in general radically changed. For, only a few years after the end of the 
Seven Years’ War, the British king had declared war on his American subjects 
for steadfastly refusing to pay taxes to the Crown that they had not approved 
in their own colonial legislatures. Washington became a bitter foe of all forms 
of monarchy. From 1775 on, he led the War of Independence against the former 
mother country with feisty courage and fierce resolution as a republican gen-
eral. Chosen by the democratically elected Continental Congress as supreme 
commander of the freshly founded United States of America, he developed 
into an uncompromising defender of the principle of popular sovereignty.
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Upon his first great military triumphs, which launched the commander in 
chief to worldwide fame, Washington in turn drew the attention of Frederick 
the Great. In 1777, the Prussian king ordered his brother Prince Henry to fol-
low every movement of the American general by assiduously reading reports 
of the war in newspapers and gazettes. Frederick quickly grasped that there 
were extremely few military commanders of the day who acted with as much 
bravery and strategic savvy as Washington. Yet the king’s praise remained re-
stricted to Washington’s martial prowess. He had no taste for the new 
democratic-republican order of the United States. Although only two years 
after the American victory, in 1785, Frederick the Great signed a thorough 
Prussian-American trade agreement that met with Washington’s approval, the 
monarch nevertheless regarded the political future of the United States with 
skepticism.

That is the spirit in which he expressed himself to Lafayette during their 
aforementioned meeting, which took place shortly after the agreement was 
concluded. In his view, democratic republics must sooner or later end in chaos. 
Not even the United States of America would manage to escape this fate. Only 
enlightened absolutism of the kind he himself had practiced with such convic-
tion since ascending the throne in 1740 could vouchsafe to people—at least in 
his own country—enduring tranquility and order, peace and happiness. La-
fayette immediately communicated these words to Washington, to whom they 
were doubtless addressed in spirit. In response, the American general—whom 
his countrymen would soon elect as their first president—penned the 
obituary-like letter in summer 1786 in which he enshrined his summary judg-
ment of Frederick the Great.

The fact that Washington and Frederick constantly had their eye on one 
another, and that they time and again expressed fondness for each other de-
spite all their differences, may have resulted from an intuitive sense of just how 
similar their lives were regardless of the many superficial contrasts between 
them. Indeed, the list of their common proclivities, desires, disappointments, 
and victories is as surprising as it is long.

As young men, both of them suffered terrible emotional distress when 
forced to forsake the love of women whom they would have married if only 
the latter had been available. Frederick and Washington could not indulge with 
the women of their first choice in the sensual passion and stormy sexual de-
light that they unabashedly endorsed. Both had to marry other women for 
reasons of expediency. In Frederick’s case, political calculation was decisive. 
For Washington, it was a handsome dowry. Neither man sired children with 
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his wife. Instead, they assumed the guise of adoptive parents to the people 
whom, as heads of state, it was their duty to lead, nurturing them with a strict 
attentiveness that was very deliberately denoted as “fatherly.” The nations they 
took into their patriarchal charge became like adopted children.

This special sense of devotion extended as well to the animals they lived 
with. Thoroughbred horses and fleet-footed dogs received extremely lavish 
care. Washington and Frederick were practically besotted with their silvery 
greyhounds, whose aesthetic beauty, frisky playfulness, and lightning speed 
amazed them. Whenever one of their dogs died, they provided the animal with 
a dignified burial in a specially constructed vault. Frederick had the names of 
his greyhounds carved on a tombstone. Washington buried his favorite grey-
hound, Cornwallis, in a brick tomb furnished with a marble slab.

Both men also picked out their own burial places early on. They desired no 
monumental state funeral, no obsequies celebrated in stone cathedrals or pal-
aces, but rather a simple service under an open sky. Their bodies, so they or-
dered, should be returned to the bosom of God-begotten nature whence they 
had sprung. Thus, they chose gravesites for themselves in the secluded areas 
where they most enjoyed spending time while alive: Frederick on the terraced 
hill of his pleasure palace Sanssouci, all framed in green; Washington on the 
verdant hill of his Mount Vernon estate, set in enchantingly beautiful 
surroundings.

The manicured scenery in which Frederick and Washington, both capable 
landscape architects, desired to find their eternal peace was largely the product 
of their own design. They planted borders and tended orchards with their own 
hands, and kept detailed records about their trees and the fruits they pro-
duced. The plants most highly valued by both men were the vine and the fig 
tree, in whose shade they built homes where they could find peace and quiet—
just as the Bible describes life in the house of the Lord in the last days (Micah 
4:4). These elaborate, architecturally sophisticated residences—Sanssouci 
and Mount Vernon—were likewise the fruit of Frederick’s and Washington’s 
own sketches and imaginations.

Not only Washington, the country gentleman from the American South, 
but also Frederick, the king of Prussia, were aided in their daily tasks from a 
tender age by slaves and valets imported from West Africa, without ever grap-
pling very directly with the dubiousness of this form of servitude. On the other 
hand, they were both astonishingly generous, liberal, and open-minded when 
it came to paving the way for members of the most disparate confessions to 
practice their religion freely and peacefully.
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Tolerance, acknowledgment of the right of differently minded people to 
think and act as they see fit, was a divine commandment that they respected 
absolutely, at least in the realm of religion. The Protestant Frederick, scion of 
a Calvinist dynasty, allowed a Roman Catholic cathedral to be built in the 
heart of his capital of Berlin. It was one of the most magnificent houses of 
worship of its day. Washington, an Anglican Protestant, not only showed sup-
port to Catholics but was also a perennial friend to American Jewish congrega-
tions. He regularly visited synagogues in a spirit of heartfelt sodality with those 
fellow citizens who gathered to worship there.

The equanimity with which Frederick and Washington observed and pro-
moted the activities of all manner of religions in the states they governed was to 
a large extent rooted in their steady, profound faith in divine predestination, 
which both men had regarded since their youth as the ultimate cause of the 
world’s events. Which prayer or which virtuous behavior pleased the will of the 
prime mover of all things was, in their estimation, the exclusive purview of this 
unfathomable, highest being that guided human affairs according to an inscru-
table plan, dispensing grace and wrath at its pleasure. This unmistakably deist 

figure 1.1. Washington’s peaceful estate: Mount Vernon (akg-images).



figure 1.2. Frederick’s carefree country idyll: Sanssouci Palace.  
Painting by Carl Blechen, 1830 (akg-images).
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conception of God, which Frederick and Washington shared their whole lives, 
also enabled them to exercise patience on days that were not as bright. For as 
willful as they were, they were also cognizant of how thoroughly their actions 
depended on favorable conditions, lucky coincidences, and everyday circum-
stances beyond their control. Both men were humble and composed enough to 
recognize the boundaries providence prescribed to their scope of action.

Yet faith in the power of providence also gave them the strength to persevere, 
even in seemingly hopeless situations, especially in war. Never giving in prema-
turely, they took risks and sought out bold solutions no matter the odds. This 
determination, born of unswerving faith, ultimately made them indomitable 
combatants in the Seven Years’ War and the American Revolution. Given the 
astonishing victories they managed to win thanks to their staunch character and 
faith, they were not entirely free of the sense that they had been specially chosen 
by providence to perform extraordinary deeds.

Being so suffused with this sense of destiny, when it came to increasing the 
happiness of the states that they dutifully defended and conscientiously gov-
erned, they did not hesitate to co-opt regions and territories that had been 
inhabited and ruled by other peoples for centuries. Frederick steadily ex-
panded his Kingdom of Prussia at the expense of eastern regions of the Holy 
Roman Empire and western Poland. He forcibly jammed his state between 
two age-old European realms, one ruled by an elected emperor and the other 
by an elected king. Having no use for the Kingdom of Prussia, which at the 
turn of the eighteenth century had not even existed, its neighbors were long 
standoffish and even hostile to it.

Similarly, Washington was the president of a gigantic federal state that, de-
spite only coming into being in the eighteenth century, had since expanded 
ever more quickly and voraciously over the hunting grounds of the Iroquois 
Confederacy. The Indians, whose smoothly functioning alliance had been 
formed back in 1575, had gotten along just fine without white settlers for a very 
long time. Thus, both Prussia and the United States of America were brand-
new, artificially created states that did not emerge organically but rather were 
constructed according to the rules of coolly calculating reason. There was no 
necessity for either of them to exist on the world map. Rather, they imposed 
themselves there, and consequently they were established largely on con-
quered and colonized country. Frederick and Washington had very clear ideas 
about how to shape and cultivate this newly acquired territory.

The model of civilization to which both men adhered was an ideal of light 
and progress that called for the comprehensive education of all social strata—a 
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concept that had been proposed by Enlightenment philosophers at the turn 
of the eighteenth century and developed and refined in the following decades. 
Frederick and Washington gravitated toward different authors within this tra-
dition. The former was an enthusiastic admirer of the Frenchman Voltaire, the 
latter of the Englishman Joseph Addison. Like his model Voltaire—and under 
his tutelage—the Prussian king himself wrote philosophical poems. Washing-
ton, inspired and animated by the art of argumentation brought to rhetorical 
perfection by Addison, composed speeches, articles, and letters to convince 
Americans of the value of his political goals. Despite this difference in personal 
taste, both men were united in the view that without the writings of the English 
philosopher John Locke, whom they admired and on whose work both Ad-
dison and Voltaire had built, the Age of Enlightenment never would have been 
born.

Frederick the Great and Washington lived proper Enlightenment lifestyles. 
They were abiding readers of belles lettres, scientific treatises, political essays, 
letters, and sentimental poetry. They both also authored texts of their own. 
Frederick devoted himself to poetry, philosophical and political essays, and 
political historiography. Washington composed speeches and political appeals 
that often took the form of public letters. The Prussian king and the American 
president collected books with bibliophilic passion. When they died, the 
shelves of their libraries were bursting with volumes of every format. Yet it was 
not only themselves whom they wished to educate through lifelong reading 
and learning. In line with the tenets of Enlightenment philosophy, which could 
not imagine the permanent increase in individual understanding without a 
steady advancement of knowledge on the societal level, they fervently cham-
pioned the improvement of school and university education in the states they 
governed.

Pleasure and learning were by no means mutually exclusive for them. Both 
men regularly took in dramatic performances. Visits to the theater were wel-
come, valued pastimes in their hours of leisure. They often found enjoyment 
in parlor games, music, and dancing as well. They were similarly fashion con-
scious and loved good food and drink. Although as soldiers they could display 
extreme toughness and severity, they were also capable of big emotions, radiat-
ing quasi-romantic tenderness in their most intimate moments.

The parallels between Frederick the Great’s and George Washington’s lives 
can therefore not be overlooked. They are numerous and significant. Indeed, 
one can justifiably claim that these two men are unique in this respect, as there 
is practically no other historically significant and politically relevant figure 
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across the entire eighteenth century whose life story even remotely approxi-
mates those of this king and this president. Neither the Habsburg ruler Maria 
Theresa (Prussia’s faithful arch-antagonist) nor the enlightened absolutist Em-
press Catherine II (herself celebrated as “great”) nor any male head of state of 
the Age of Enlightenment had as much in common with Frederick and Wash-
ington as they had with one another.

It is therefore all the more astounding that no comprehensive assessment 
of Frederick’s and Washington’s parallel lives has as yet been undertaken, de-
spite the fact that a comparative approach to their biographies promises to be 
especially informative. For despite their many arresting similarities, Frederick 
and Washington understood themselves to be the leading representatives of 
two highly disparate forms of rational political enlightenment: the “top-down,” 
absolutist, monarchical type in Prussia and the “bottom-up,” democratic, par-
liamentary version in America. What is more, they understood one another 
in this way, and they grasped each other’s manifest political significance as the 
nonpareil personification of Prussia and the United States, the most modern 
nations of the day. Indeed, this distinction was the reason that, despite their 
mutual admiration, they ultimately vilified one another. While Washington 
disparaged the Prussian king as a tyrant, Frederick condemned the American 
political system that Washington helped found as a descent into anarchy.

The cleft between Frederick and Washington was such a great source of 
provocation because it highlighted the glaring contradiction between the two 
paths of political enlightenment from which progressive minds in the eigh
teenth century had to choose. Both men had fervent supporters, even in Ger-
many. The writer Karl Philipp Moritz celebrated the elderly King Frederick as 
the “morning sun” of the Enlightenment, while Immanuel Kant referred to the 
entire eighteenth century as the “century of Frederick.” In contrast, Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe described Washington as a shining star in the Enlighten-
ment’s “firmament of politics and war.” This shows that the Prussian king’s 
enlightened absolutism had ceased to be regarded as the sole possible form of 
political enlightenment long before his death. Even Frederick’s brother Henry 
praised the liberal aspirations across the Atlantic that, now in Europe as well, 
provided a model for a different understanding of enlightened government.

Even though it was not yet clear in the eighteenth century which path of 
political enlightenment the future would belong to, contemporaries were at 
least well informed about the alternatives and what they entailed. They cer-
tainly had a choice. Frederick and Washington, too, made a deliberate decision 
to adopt one specific political system over another. Once, when one of 
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Washington’s officers suggested to him that he set himself up as king, the latter 
angrily rebuffed the proposal as outrageous intrigue—very different from the 
path taken a short time later by the republican general Napoleon Bonaparte 
in France. As for Frederick, he had no shortage of opportunities to introduce 
forms of parliamentary participation in Prussia. Yet he did not act on them. 
Indeed, whenever possible he ignored even long-established representative 
assemblies in the territories he ruled and conquered.

Considered objectively, then, Frederick and Washington were able to 
choose which path of enlightenment they wished to take. On the other hand, 
both were born—in 1712 and 1732, respectively—into highly circumscribed 
patterns of life, very traditional families, and entrenched political frameworks. 
These circumstances shaped them so profoundly that it is worth considering 
what options they subjectively believed were available to them. Their indi-
vidual lives were so tightly intertwined with the history and likewise parallel 
development of the Kingdom of Prussia and the United States of America that 
they cannot be interpreted distinctly from them.

The model for writing parallel lives was created nearly 2,000 years ago by the 
Greek author Plutarch. His comparative biographies of great Greeks and Ro-
mans, which he called Bioi paralleloi (Parallel Lives), inspired countless biog-
raphers in subsequent centuries to review the personal characters of two like 
individuals who had been in similar historical situations, culminating in a fair 
and balanced judgment of their individual achievements. Plutarch’s diptychs 
continue to instruct us today, as they are still exemplary models for how great 
figures from the past can be deftly and meaningfully compared to one another 
so as to draw lessons for the present.

Plutarch teaches us that anecdotes—“a slight thing like a phrase or a jest”—
tell us more about the character of an individual than “battles when thousands 
fall, or the greatest armaments, or sieges of cities.” It is therefore unnecessary 
to narrate the glorious deeds of the compared figures “exhaustively . . . ​in each 
particular case.” Furthermore, although biographers are always required to 
render their historical judgment, they may not point the finger of the holier-
than-thou moralist at the mistakes and weaknesses of their subjects. Rather, 
their accounts must convey a sense of regret that human nature, weak as it is, 
can never produce an entirely spotless moral character.

Plutarch’s guidance is indispensable. Yet when comparing the lives of Fred-
erick the Great and George Washington, the historian must go beyond Plu-
tarch, as the latter described and compared lives that were similar but 



Pa r a l l e l  L i v e s   11

sometimes separated by a vast temporal distance. He focused first on the life 
further in the past, then separately on the one closer to his own day. Only in a 
final assessment of the personalities and achievements of the two men did he 
then undertake to compare them and render his distilled judgment in a way 
that he considered emblematic and instructive for contemporary readers.

In the case of Frederick and Washington, a comparative portrait can only 
be meaningful and illuminating if their parallel lives are sketched within the 
frame of, and as an integral part of, a much larger historical context that is 
common to both of them. This context includes the origin stories of Prussia 
and the independent United States, but it is broader still, encompassing the 
main features of the intellectual history of the Age of Enlightenment. For only 
within such a comprehensive historical framework can the significance of their 
constitutional legacy be adequately assessed. And we must constantly grapple 
with this legacy if we are to gain insight into which path of enlightenment we 
want to continue on today—a journey that began in the year 1701 with a daz-
zling political sunrise.
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Charles II (king of Spain), 25, 37–38
Charles II August (duke of Zweibrücken), 

218
Charles VI (Holy Roman Emperor), 37–38, 

79, 111
Charles VII (Holy Roman Emperor), 

114–116
Charles X Gustav (king of Sweden), 24
Charles Albert (elector of Bavaria), 114
Charles Augustus (duke of Saxe-Weimar), 

218
Charles Augustus (duke of Thuringia), 208
Charles Frederick (margrave of Baden), 218
Charles of Lorraine (Maria Theresa’s 

brother-in-law), 116
Charles Theodore (elector Palatine and 

elector of Bavaria), 208–209, 218
Charlottenburg Palace, 26, 62, 173
Chasot, Egmont von, 95–96, 116
Châtelet, Émilie du (marquise), 97, 111, 142
childless marriages of FG and GW, 3–4, 94, 

175
Chodowiecki, Daniel Nikolaus, 15, 16, 213
Choiseul, Étienne-François de, 186
Chotusitz, Battle of (1741), 114–115
Churchill, John. See Marlborough, Duke of
Church of England, 29, 36–37, 80, 99, 

104–105
Cincinnatus, Lucius Quinctius, 225–226
Clay, Lucius D., 247
Cocceji, Samuel von, 109, 144
Collenbach, Heinrich Gabriel von, 163
Columbus, Christopher, 28
Compagnie zum Herrings-Fang (Herring 

Fishing Company), 167

comparison of lives of FG and GW. See 
parallel lives

Congress, U.S., first election of, 233
Constitution, U.S.: enemies within United 

States trying to subvert, 249; ratification 
of, 232

Constitutional Convention, 228–232
Continental Congress: First, 194–195; 

relocating from Philadelphia to York, 
204; Second, 195–196

Contrecœur, Captain de, 135
Cornwallis, Charles, 210 
Cornwallis (GW’s dog), 4
Crown Treaty (November 16, 1700), 26, 

39–40
Cumberland, Duke of, 139
Curas, Hilmar, 60
Custis, John Parke “Jacky” (GW’s stepson), 

153, 175–176
Custis, Martha Dandridge. See Washington, 

Martha Dandridge Custis
Custis, Martha Parke “Patsy” (GW’s step

daughter), 153, 175–176

Danton, Georges, 239
d’Argens, Marquis ( Jean-Baptiste de 

Boyer), 142, 160, 171
Daun, Count von, 158
Declaration of Independence, 199–200, 

229–230
de la Motte Fouqué, Baron Heinrich 

August, 95–96
De Lancey, James, 137
democracy: versus authoritarianism, 248;  

based on parliamentary processes, 9, 211; 
Constitutional Convention and, 229; 
definition of (Hobbes), 20; enemies 
within United States trying to subvert, 
249; FG’s negative opinion of, 1, 121, 219, 
225, 246; FG’s willingness to accept states 
governed as, 246; GW on vulnerability 
of, 241, 248–249; Paine’s Common Sense 
and, 199; republican democracy, 3, 
225–226, 229, 236, 240, 244; U.S. 
governance and, 212, 246–249; World 
War II victory of, 247. See also 
parliamentarianism

despotism, xx, 101–102, 145, 168, 211, 217, 234, 
236, 248

de Villiers, Louis Coulon, 139
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Dickinson, John, 183; Letters from a Farmer 
in Pennsylvania, 184

Dinwiddie, Robert, 130–136, 139, 141, 
149–152

divinely chosen for their roles, shared 
sentiment of FG and GW, 7. See also 
predestination, doctrine of

dogs and horses: FG’s greyhounds, 4, 223; 
Frederick William I’s hunting dogs, 
107; GW’s enthusiasm for, 4, 68, 82, 105, 
129, 177–178; parallels between FG and 
GW, 4

Dresden, Treaty of (1745), 116–119
Duhan de Jandun, Jacques Egide, 60–61, 69, 

72, 77, 109
Dumouriez, Charles-François, 186–187
Dunmore, Lord (governor of Virginia), 193
Duquesne, Marquis, 135, 137
Dutch colonies in America, 29–30, 64

East Prussia, 158, 161, 188–189
education. See schools and education
Edward Gibbon: History of the Decline and 

Fall of the Roman Empire, 249
Elisabeth Christine of Brunswick-

Wolfenbüttel-Bevern (FG’s wife), 79–80, 
82–85, 92–95, 93, 120, 165

Elisabeth of Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel (first 
wife of Frederick William II), 173

Elizabeth (empress of Russia), 159, 162
England/Britain: Act of Settlement (1701), 

25, 37–38, 44, 48, 68; Act of Toleration 
(1689), 36, 39; Board of Trade’s defense 
strategy against French in Ohio Valley, 
137–138; colonization of America, 28–30, 
41–42; constitution of, 199; Convention 
of Westminster signed with Prussia 
(1756), 145, 156; creation of Great Britain, 
45; Declaration of Right (1689), 36; 
extent of British empire, 175; FG’s criti
cism of governance of, 143; Glorious 
Revolution, 35, 37, 45, 98; in Grand Alli
ance, 38–39 (see also Grand Alliance); 
Habsburgs as allies, 115, 145; House of 
Hanover taking the crown, 48; Intoler-
able Acts (1774), 192–194; Jay Treaty with 
United States (1795), 240–241; parlia-
mentarianism, 36, 45–46, 99, 143–144, 
177; Polish partition, reaction to, 190; 
Royal Society, 118; Stamp Act (1765), 

181–183; Townshend Acts (1767), 183, 185, 
192; united with Scotland, 45–46; U.S. 
neutrality during French-British war, 
239–241; Voltaire on system of govern-
ment of, 97, 99; War of the Austrian 
Succession and, 121. See also American 
Revolution; Seven Years’ War

enlightened absolutism/monarchy, 3, 9, 121, 
144, 173–174, 187, 223, 244–246

Enlightenment: acknowledgment of, at start 
of eighteenth century, 12–13; educational 
overhaul, 7–8, 13–14, 169–170; emergence 
as term for era, 14–15; FG’s political phi-
losophy and, xviii, 143, 172; GW as key 
figure in Age of, 243; GW subscribing to 
importance of learning in, 176; improve-
ments of, 14, 191; Mittwochsgesellschaft 
(Wednesday Society) and, 212; parallels 
between FG and GW, 8–9; Pennsylvania 
as model of, 99; pervasive in Prussia and 
early United States, 11; popular pastimes, 
14; Prussia as model of, 118, 121; sunrise  
as imagery of, 15–17, 16, 27, 34, 120, 231.  
See also Locke, John; other political think-
ers and philosophers

Erthal, Frederick Charles von (archbishop-
elector of Mainz and archchancellor of 
Holy Roman Empire), 219

Eskridge, George, 81
Eugene of Savoy (prince), 38, 45, 56, 89–90, 

112
European Union, 248
Every Man His Own Doctor: or, The Poor 

Planter’s Physician, 104–105

Fairfax, Anne (wife of GW’s half brother 
Lawrence), 123, 131, 155, 175

Fairfax, George William, 125–127, 130–131, 
156, 193, 196. See also Belvoir Manor

Fairfax, Sarah Cary “Sally” (wife of George 
William): GW’s correspondence with, 
153, 177; love of GW for, 127–128, 153, 243; 
marriage to George Fairfax, 127; move to 
England, 193; as widow living in England, 
243. See also Belvoir Manor

Fairfax, Thomas (Lord Fairfax of Cam-
eron), 68, 105

Fairfax, William, 123, 125, 128
Fairfax lands, GW’s role as surveyor of, 

125–126, 128
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Farther Pomerania. See Pomerania
Federalist Papers, 232
Feldmann, Bernhard, 86
Ferdinand (FG’s brother), 94
Ferdinand I (Holy Roman Emperor), 113
Ferdinand Albert II (House of Brunswick-

Bevern), 82–84
Ferry Farm (Washington family farm), 

103–104, 122–124, 129
Finck von Finckenstein, Albrecht Konrad 

Reinhold (count), 60, 71
First Amendment, 234–235
Forbes, John, 155
Fort Duquesne, 135–136, 139–141, 155
Fort LeBoeuf, 132
Fort Loudoun, 150
Fort Necessity, 136, 138–139
Fort Pitt, 155
France: American Revolution, support 

offered in, 198, 205–206, 210, 229, 239; in 
anti-Prussia alliance, 146, 148, 164; 
Declaration of the Rights of Man, 235; 
FG’s military victories over, xx, 2; French 
Revolution, 235–236, 239, 244; Grand 
Alliance vs., 39–40; Ottoman Empire as 
ally in fight against Russia, 188; Peace of 
Utrecht, loss of lands and colonies in, 51; 
Polish partition, reaction to, 190; Reign of 
Terror, 239; Silesian Wars and, 114–115; 
U.S. neutrality during French-British war, 
239–241; War of the Austrian Succession 
and, 38–41, 121; War of the Polish Succes-
sion and, 89; Wars of Religion (sixteenth 
century), 97; withdrawing from anti-
Prussia alliance, 162. See also French 
colonies in America; Seven Years’ War

Francis I (Holy Roman Emperor, formerly 
Francis Stephen of Lorraine), 116–117, 
145–146, 163

Francke, August Hermann, 57–58
Francke, Gotthilf August, 74
Franklin, Benjamin, xvii; Albany Congress 

and, 137, 200; Braddock and, 140; cane 
bequeathed to GW, 236; Constitutional 
Convention role of, 230–231; Continental 
Congress role of, 198; death of, 236; as 
Declaration of Independence signatory, 
230; democracy as favored form of gov
ernance, 230–231, 246; Enlightenment 
and, 12; in France to seek support for 

American Revolution, 202, 206; as 
Franco-American alliance signatory, 
230; German tour of, 168–169; GW  
designated as first U.S. president by, 
231–232; on GW’s defeats by the French, 
136–137; lightning rod, invention of, 13; 
militia organized to fight the French, 
149; parody of British tax policy, 191; 
“Plan of Union” proposal, 137–138; 
Prussian-American treaty of amity  
and commerce and, xxi; reputation of, 
230–231; on Stamp Act, 182–183; Treaty 
of Paris (1783), role of, 211, 230; Voltaire 
and, 206

Frederica Louisa (princess of Hesse-
Darmstadt, wife of Frederick William II), 
173

Frederick I (king of Prussia), 22–26; as 
absolute monarch, 45–46; army, 46, 55; 
death of, 51, 58; kingship of Prussia 
founded by, 24–27, 247; Leibniz and, 23; 
line of succession and, 48–49, 173; 
predestination and religion of, 57; public 
welfare and, 25, 46–47, 61, 102; relation-
ship with son Frederick William I, 73; 
religious tolerance and, 47

Frederick II (king of Prussia). See Frederick 
the Great

Frederick III (elector of Brandenburg). See 
Frederick I

Frederick Augustus I (elector of Saxony). 
See Augustus II “the Strong”

Frederick Augustus II (elector of Saxony). 
See Augustus III

Frederick the Great (Frederick II of Prussia) 
—crown prince of Prussia (1712–1740), 
69–79, 82–103; birth and early years of, 
48–50, 59; christening of, 49, 50; con
firmation in Calvinist religion, 69; 
Crown Prince’s Regiment and, 85, 90; 
death of father, 107–108; in Dresden and 
smitten with Anna Karolina (daughter of 
Polish king), 74; education of, 60–62, 69; 
escape to England contemplated, 75–77, 
109; father’s relationship with, 70–79, 84, 
87–89, 92; imprisonment and house 
arrest in Küstrin fortress, 77–78, 86–87; 
inspired by Prince Eugene, 90, 112; 
Königsberg trip with father, 92; marriage 
to Princess Elisabeth Christine of 
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Frederick the Great (Frederick II of 
Prussia) (continued)
Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel-Bevern, 79–80, 
82–84; military training and leadership 
of, 59–60, 69, 85–87, 89–90, 108; mother’s 
relationship with, 71–72, 77; musical 
education of, 70, 94–95; possibility of 
marriage to English princess, 75; punish-
ment for planning escape to England, 
76–77; reading and library of, 70–72, 77, 
96, 109; regency during father’s illness, 
91; at Rheinsberg Palace, 84–85; as 
risk-taker in military operations, 90; in 
Ruppin, 85–87, 92; sister’s relationship 
with, 70–72, 75; slavery and, 63, 66; 
Voltaire and, 96–103, 108; War of the 
Polish Succession and, 90, 108
—kingship (1740–1786): as absolute 
monarch, 1–2, 10, 91, 102–103, 121, 143, 156, 
165, 172–173, 225, 245; Adams ( John 
Quincy) as admirer of, 244; agrarian 
policy of, 168–169; all-or-nothing 
philosophy to warfare, 116, 165; American 
colonies’ high regard for, xx, 148, 156; 
army of, 141, 147, 176; Austrian land swap 
with Bavaria, opposition to, 208; burial 
changed from designated Sanssouci plot 
to Potsdam’s Garrison Church, 4, 
223–224; bust purchased by GW for 
Mount Vernon, 2, 156, 224; Calvinism 
and, 47, 49, 57, 69; cultural achievements 
of, 120–121; death mask of, 222, 222; death 
of, 221–222; expansion of territory, 
111–115; fictional meeting with GW in 
Unruh play, xix; freedom of speech and, 
142–143, 212, 215; as French speaker, xv, 
78; funeral of, 223–224; German princes 
seeking his protection from Austria, 218; 
on GW, 9, 204–205, 211, 219; GW on, xix, 
xx, 1–2, 9, 148, 156–157, 224–225, 245–246; 
health issues of, 1, 219–221; homoeroti-
cism and sodomy not treated as offenses 
by, 143; hunting disliked by, 74, 109; Jews 
and, 170–172; judiciary controlled by, 78, 
121, 143–144, 172, 209–210; kingship, 
assumption of, 108–121; literature and 
philosophy as loves of, 60, 71–72, 78, 
95–98, 100–101 (see also Voltaire); loss of 
popularity from 1770s to his death, 208, 
223; marriage of, 3–4, 79–80, 82–84; as 

military leader, 1, 111–118, 142, 157–162, 159, 
207; as model ruler of Enlightenment, 
xviii, 1, 120–121, 142, 213; Montesquieu on, 
144; musical interest of, 70, 78, 94–95, 
110, 166; name of Frederick II taken by, 
108; name of “the Great” bestowed on, 
117, 141, 224; “Old Fritz” (Alter Fritz) 
nickname of, 160, 174, 208–209, 219, 245; 
palaces of, 119 (see also specific palaces); 
parliamentarianism or democratic-
republican governance opposed by, 3, 9, 
100, 102–103, 110, 121, 143, 205, 213, 225; 
personality of, 4, 8, 73, 111, 121, 165, 191, 
218–219; “Philosophe de Sanssouci” as 
self-attribution in written works, 120; 
physical appearance of, 110, 160, 166, 219, 
221; as poet and author, xviii, 8, 100, 
120–121, 166, 187; portraits of, 75, 98, 109, 
157, 159, 166, 213; preemptive war by, 
112–113, 115, 117–118, 146–147, 189; public 
welfare, debate with Voltaire on, 102; 
reforms of, 108–109, 144, 190–191, 210  
(see also freedom of speech; religious 
tolerance and freedom of religion);  
relief of subjects at his death, 223–224; 
religious convictions and tolerance,  
6, 60, 88, 108–109, 119, 142, 215; reputation 
and glory of, 114–115, 117, 156, 158, 164,  
174, 244–245; resistance and rising to  
the occasion, 158; sarcasm and contemp-
tuous manner of, 72–73, 144, 165–166, 
219; Saxony attack ordered by (1756), 
145–148; Silesian Wars and, 111–117; 
structure of day, 96; taxes and, 172–173; 
theatrical interest of, 8, 83, 94, 167; tour  
of Brandenburg’s possessions, 110; 
traveling incognito for Holland  
vacation, xviii, 145; on US likelihood  
of failing, xviii–xix, 213, 219, 244, 247;  
war veterans, care for, 169; will of, 223
—works by: Anti-Machiavel, 101, 103, 108, 
110, 112, 246; Dissertation on the Reasons 
for Establishing or Repealing Laws, 143; 
“The Ecstasy” (La Jouissance, poem), 142; 
Essay on Self-Love, Considered as a  
Principle of Morality, 174; Œuvres du  
Philosophe de SansSouci (Works of the 
Philosopher of Sanssouci, poems), 
120–121, 145; Politisches Testament (first 
Political Testament), 143–144; Politisches 
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Testament (second Political Testament), 
173; “The Present War” (La guerre pré 
sente, poem), 121; Rechtfertigung meines 
politischen Verhaltens ( Justification of My 
Political Actions), 148

Frederick William (elector of Brandenburg 
and duke of Prussia), called “the Great 
Elector,” 24, 47, 63

Frederick William I (king of Prussia, FG’s 
father), 53–64; as absolute monarch, 
53–54, 77–78, 102; arranging FG’s mar
riage, 75, 79–80, 82–84; characteris
tics of rule of, 88–89, 102; death of, 
107–108; Holy Roman Empire tour 
(1730), 76; illnesses of, 90–91, 101; 
Jagdhaus am Stern (royal residence), 88; 
marriage of, 71–72; as micro-manager of 
his children’s upbringing, 59, 70, 73–74, 
109; Montesquieu on, 144; personality 
of, 56–58, 88–89, 144; as Pietist (Calvinist 
sect), 57–58, 62, 69, 109; predestination 
and religion of, 57–58, 60; preparation for 
kingship, 56; Prussian court and, 55–56; 
public welfare and, 58; punishing FG and 
his co-conspirator for planning to escape 
Prussia, 77–78, 109; relationship with FG, 
70–79, 84, 87–89, 92, 107–108; religious 
tolerance and, 47, 88; royal grenadiers 
(“the long fellows”), 57; slavery and, 63, 
66; tobacco smoking by, 63, 74; War of 
the Polish Succession and, 90; War of the 
Spanish Succession and, 39–40, 44, 47. 
See also War of the Spanish Succession

Frederick William II (king of Prussia, son of 
FG’s brother Augustus William), 173, 
222–224, 244–245

Frederick William III (king of Prussia, son 
of Frederick William II), 173, 245

freed enslaved people, 65, 105
freedom of religion. See religious tolerance 

and freedom of religion
freedom of speech: in Prussia, 142–143, 212, 

215; in United States, 215, 234–235
freedom of the press, 108, 235, 245
French and Indian War. See Seven Years’ War
French colonies in America, 28–31, 38, 41; 

British capturing in French and Indian 
War, 124, 156, 164; expanding in Ohio 
Valley and Great Lakes, 131–141, 148–156; 
GW in role of governor’s messenger to 

Legardeur, 131–132; Indians allied with 
French against British, 133, 149; Indians 
opposed to French expansion, 132; King 
George’s War and, 121–122; Legardeur 
refusing to withdraw from Ohio Valley, 132

French Revolution, 235–236, 239, 244
Fuchs, Paul von, 25
Fukuyama, Francis, 248
Fürstenbund (League of Princes) against 

Austria, 219

Gage, Thomas, 197–198
Galileo Galilei, 17–19
Geneva Convention, xxi
George I (king of England, elector of Han

over), 68, 75
George II (king of England, elector of Han

over), 75; King George’s War, 121–122; 
order to French to vacate Ohio Valley, 131, 
134; pact with Prussia, 141, 145, 147; peace 
treaty in War of the Austrian Succession 
and, 127; Silesian Wars and, 115

George III (king of England, elector of  
Hanover), xvii, 198, 211

Germany: as democracy, 248; reconstruc-
tion after World War II, 247–248

Gist, Christopher, 132–133
Glatz, County of, 163
Gleim, Johann Wilhelm Ludwig: Preußische 

Kriegslieder (Prussian War Songs), 161
Gnadenhütten (Pennsylvania), 149
Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von, 9, 160–161, 

165, 204, 208, 224
Goettinger Taschen Calender (Göttingen 

Pocket Calendar), 15
Gold Coast of West Africa, 24, 64
Golden Bull (1356), 23
Gontard, Karl Philipp von, 166
Gooch, William, 122
Gotter, Gustav Adolf von, 113
government forms, 102–103; benevolent 

dictator, 102; checks and balances, 246, 248; 
common good and public welfare focus, 
46–47, 58, 61, 88–89, 102, 153, 169; compari-
son between FG and GW, 248; hereditary 
kingdoms, 102. See also absolute monarchy; 
democracy; despotism; kingship; parlia-
mentarianism; popular sovereignty

Grand Alliance, 38–40, 44–45, 47, 50–51, 54. 
See also War of the Spanish Succession
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Graun, Carl Heinrich, 95; Lo specchio della 
fidelità (The Mirror of Fidelity, opera), 84

Great Britain. See England/Britain
Grenville, George, 180–181
Groß Friedrichsbug (African colony), 24,  

63, 65
Growden, Joseph, 43
Grumbkow, Friedrich Wilhelm von, 72, 83, 

94, 112
Gryphius, Andreas, 18

Habsburg, House of, 25, 38, 112, 115; 
Austro-Prussian treaty (1779) and, 209; 
German principalities seeking FG’s 
protection from, 218; Spisz taken as 
precautionary measure by, 188. See also 
specific Habsburg emperors

Hague Convention, xxi
Hakluyt, Richard, 28
Halle: Pietists, 57–58; University of, 26, 47, 

57, 169
Hamilton, Alexander, 228, 232, 240–241; in 

GW’s cabinet as secretary of treasury, 
235, 238–239

Hamilton, Andrew, 39
Hancock, John, 198–199, 204
Handel, George Frideric: Music for the Royal 

Fireworks, 127; Partenope (opera), 84
Hanover, House of, 25, 37, 48. See also 

specific Hanoverian kings of Britain
Haude, Ambrosius, 77
Havelland Luch, land reclamation in,  

62–63
Hedwig of Andechs (saint), 119
Henry (FG’s brother), 94; Adams’s ( John 

Quincy) meetings with, 244; as admirer 
of United States, 219; on Bavarian suc
cession, 208–209; Berlin palace of, 166; 
FG’s strategy in Seven Years’ War and, 
146, 158, 160; on GW’s enlightened gov
ernance, 9; GW’s military command, 
reports on, 205; on GW’s military 
leadership in American Revolution, 3; 
Russian trip to learn about Catherine II’s 
plans for Poland, 188; Steuben asking to 
consider U.S. kingship, 229

Henry IV (king of France), 97
Herrenhausen Palace, 141
Hertzberg, Ewald Friedrich von, 163
Hessian soldiers, xx, 202–203

Hillsborough, Lord, 183–185
history: as hearsay, xv; importance of study 

of, 249
Hoban, James, 237
Hobbes, Thomas, 19; De Cive (On the 

Citizen), 19–22, 30; on Galileo, 18; on 
political and ruling structures, 23, 25, 211; 
social contract, theory of, 20–21, 173–174, 
211; on war, 40

Hochkirch, Battle of (1758), 159
Höchstädt, Battle of (1704), 45, 47, 76
Hohenfriedberg, Battle of (1745), 116
Hohenzollern, House of, 23–24, 94; 

customary funeral practices of, 224; 
Dispositio Achillea, 23, 48; line of suc
cession and, 48–49, 94, 173; Reformed 
faith of, 60; territorial claims of, 112–113. 
See also specific kings of Prussia and 
electors of Brandenburg

Holy Roman Empire: Bavaria and, 44–45, 
208; Charles VII as first non-Habsburg 
emperor in over three hundred years, 114; 
cooperating governments within, 21, 138; 
election of emperor, 23; Golden Bull 
(1356), 23; in Grand Alliance, 38–39, 44 
(see also Grand Alliance); Hubertusburg 
Treaty and, 163–164; Leopold I as em
peror, 24; Prussia and, 7; war declared 
on FG (1757), 147. See also War of the 
Austrian Succession; War of the Polish 
Succession; War of the Spanish Succes
sion; specific emperors

Horace, 72, 98, 100
horses. See dogs and horses
Houdon, Jean-Antoine, 226, 227
Hubertusburg, Treaty of (1763), 2, 163–165, 

187, 218
Hutchinson, Thomas, 192

indentured servants, 65–66
Indians. See Native Americans

Jagdhaus am Stern (Frederick William I’s 
royal residence), 88

James II (king of England), 35–36, 38
Jamestown, first English colony in America, 

28–29
Jay Treaty (1795), 240–241
Jefferson, Thomas, xvii, 195, 199, 201, 226, 

246; in GW’s cabinet as secretary of 
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state, 235, 238–239; presidential election 
loss to Adams, 242; resigning from GW’s 
cabinet, 239

Jews, 5, 47, 170–172, 234
Joachim II Hector (elector of Branden-

burg), 23–24
John Sigismund (elector of Brandenburg), 24
Jordan, Charles Etienne, 95–96, 111, 114–115, 

142
Joseph II (Holy Roman Emperor, son of 

Maria Theresa), 163, 190, 218–219
Joseph Ferdinand (elector of Bavaria), 25, 37
judiciary in Prussia: under control of 

monarch, 78, 121, 143–144, 172, 209–210; 
Corpus Juris Fridericianum, 210; reform in 
Polish acquired territory, 190–191; reform 
of procedural law, 210; reform to stan
dardize court system, 144

Jumonville, death of, 136, 139

Kalckstein, Christoph Wilhelm von, 60, 70
Kant, Immanuel, 9, 15; Observations on the 

Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime, 201
Kapp, Friedrich, xix
Katte, Hans Heinrich von, 109
Katte, Hans Hermann von, 76–77, 109, 

143–144; execution of, 77–78, 87
Kaunitz, Imperial Chancellor, 147, 189–190
Kayser, Johann, 27
Keith, Peter Christoph Carl von, 76
Kemmeter, Johann Gottfried, 85, 92
Kesselsdorf, Battle of (1745), 116
Keyserlingk, Dietrich von, 69, 95–96, 98, 

142
King George’s War. See War of the Austrian 

Succession
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, xxi, 214, 215, 

216–217
kingship: definition of monarchy (Hobbes), 

20; GW’s opposition to, 2, 9–10, 211; 
Hobbes on, 174; Prussian variant of, 174, 
247; Steuben asking Prince Henry about 
U.S. kingship role, 229; U.S. citizens 
opposed to, 229–230. See also absolute 
monarchy

Knobelsdorff, Georg Wenzeslaus von, 92, 
100–101, 109–110, 119

Kolin, Battle of (1757), 158
Königliche Porzellan-Manufaktur (Royal 

Porcelain Manufactory), 168, 171

Königs Wusterhausen Palace, 73–74
Kunersdorf, Battle of (1759), 159–160, 165

Lafayette, Marquis de, 220; in American 
Revolution, 207, 210; FG and, 1, 3, 
219–220; in French Revolution, 235; GW 
letters to, 1, 3, 215

La Mettrie, Julien Offray de, 142, 144
La Mothe-Fénelon, François de, 71
landscape architects: FG at Ruppin, 86; FG 

at Sanssouci, 120; GW and FG as, 4; GW 
at Mount Vernon, 179

Langley, Batty: New Principles of Gardening, 
179

Legardeur de Saint-Pierre, Jacques, 132–135
Lehndorff, Ernst Ahasverus Heinrich von, 

164
Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm, 21–24, 22; on 

crowning of king of Prussia, 26–27; De 
jure suprematus ac legationis Principum 
Germaniae, 24; on Duke of Prussia as 
equal to crowned European heads, 24; as 
head of academy of sciences, 26, 118; on 
monarchy, 174; religious tolerance and, 
47; Voltaire on German regard for, 98

L’Enfant, Pierre, 237
Leopold I (Holy Roman Emperor), 24–26, 

38–40, 44
Leopold I (prince of Anhalt-Dessau), 45, 56, 

107, 113, 218
Leopold III (also known as Prince Franz, 

prince of Anhalt-Dessau), 218
lessons learned from eighteenth century, 

248–250
Leszczyński, Stanisław I (contender for king 

of Poland, later duke of Lorraine), 89, 92
Leuthen, Battle of (1757), 158–159, 159
Lexington and Concord, Battle of (1775), 

195–196
liberalism, authoritarian attacks on, 248
libraries: of FG’s Sanssouci palace, 120; of 

GW and Washington family, xx, 104–105, 
176–177, 249; opening of public libraries, 
14; parallels between FG and GW, 8; 
secret library assembled for FG by 
Duhan, sold by Frederick William I, 77

Lichtenberg, Georg Christoph, 15, 18
Lisbon: earthquake, 15, 17; slave trade, 64
literacy, spread of, 13–14
Lloyd, David, 43
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Lobositz, Battle of (1756), 147
Locke, John, 21; Addison citing, 123; 

American colonists influenced by, 194, 
200, 205; death of, 45; FG’s study of, 100, 
120; Fundamental Constitutions of 
Carolina (proposed) and, 30; GW’s 
knowledge of, 123, 197; Hobbes’s influ
ence on, 21; as key Enlightenment figure, 
8; Mendelssohn influenced by, 170; on 
New World, 30; as Penn’s adviser, 22, 
32–33, 98; Voltaire’s admiration for, 
98–99; as William III’s adviser, 36; works 
by: Essay Concerning Human Understand-
ing, 98; Letter Concerning Toleration, 36; 
Two Treatises of Government, 22, 30, 36, 
98–99

Logan, James, 41–42
Long Island, Battle of (1776), 202
Loudoun, Earl of ( John Campbell), 

150–152, 155
Louis XIV (king of France), 35, 37–41, 

44–45, 47, 71. See also War of the Spanish 
Succession

Louis XV (king of France), 89
Louis XVI (king of France), 206, 239
Louisiana as French territory, 41
Louis William I (margrave of Baden-

Baden), 45
Luther, Martin, 24, 88; On the Bondage of 

the Will, 87
Lutheranism: FG and, 87; in Frankfurt, 170; 

Frederick William I and, 88; House of 
Hanover and, 37; predestination and, 87, 
89, 100; reform movement, 57–58

Machiavelli, Niccolò: The Prince, 101.  
See also Frederick the Great, works by: 
Anti-Machiavel

Madison, James, 225, 228, 230, 232, 234, 246
Magowan, Walter, 176
Malplaquet, Battle of (1709), 56
Manteuffel, Ernst Christoph von, 95, 99–101
Maria Amalia (niece of Charles IV), 112
Maria Josepha (niece of Charles IV), 112
Maria Theresa (Holy Roman Empress), 9; 

anti-Prussia alliance formed with France, 
Russia, and Sweden, 146, 156–158, 161, 164 
(see also Seven Years’ War); death of, 218; 
dispute over heirship to Charles VI 
(Silesian Wars), 112–117; as empress of 

Holy Roman Empire, 117; Maximilian III 
Joseph as ally, 116; Polish partition and 
acquisition of territory by, 188–190; 
recognized as Habsburg heir, 127. See also 
War of the Austrian Succession

Marlborough, Duke of ( John Churchill), 
39–40, 56, 156

marriage, parallels between FG and GW, 
3–4

Mary II (queen of England and wife of 
William III), 36–37, 39

Mason, George, 184–185
Maupertuis, Pierre-Louis Moreau de, 

118–119, 142, 144
Maximilian II Emanuel (elector of Bavaria), 

44–45, 51
Maximilian III Joseph (elector of Bavaria), 

116, 208
Mendelssohn, Moses, 170–172; On Evidence 

in the Metaphysical Sciences, 172; Qohelet 
Musar (Preacher of Morality), 170; 
Wednesday Society and, 212

mercantilism, 167–168
Mercer, George, 148
militias, colonial, 149–151, 195, 207. See also 

Washington, George
“Miller Arnold” case and FG’s interference 

with court ruling, 209–210
Mingo. See Tanacharison
Mirabeau, Count of (Honoré Gabriel 

Riqueti), 223
Mittwochsgesellschaft (Wednesday Soci

ety), 212
Mollwitz, Battle of (1741), 114
monarchy. See absolute monarchy; 

enlightened absolutism/monarchy; 
kingship

Montesquieu, 56, 144, 246; Spirit of the 
Laws, 137–138, 143

Moore, James, 41–42
Moritz, Karl Philipp, 9
Mount Vernon, 5; burial place of GW, 4, 243; 

busts of Duke of Marlborough and FG at, 
2, 156, 224; compared to Sanssouci, 4; 
construction and naming of, 123; garden 
design, 179; GW as owner of, 175; GW 
renting from Lawrence’s widow, 155; 
GW’s farming experiments, 179; GW’s 
tranquility at, 175, 211, 225, 233, 241; as 
Lawrence’s home, 126, 129, 155; livestock, 
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horses, dogs, etc., 177–178; remodeling  
of, 175; slavery and, 176, 179–180, 202; 
tobacco farming and, 178–179

Muslim mosques in Prussia, 88, 109

Napoleon Bonaparte, 10, 244–245
Native Americans: allied with French, 133, 

149; Braddock and, 149; colonial rela
tions with, 32; early U.S. relations with, 7; 
GW as president signing treaties with, 
237–238; GW’s encounters with, 125–126, 
135–136; in Ohio Valley, 131–136, 139–140. 
See also Tanacharison

Netherlands: in Grand Alliance, 39 (see also 
Grand Alliance); slave trade and, 63–64; 
United Provinces of, 246. See also Dutch 
colonies in America

Neues Palais (Potsdam), 166–167
neutrality principle of GW, 239–242
newspapers and magazines, 14, 27
Newton, Isaac, 118
New World: discovery and division of, 

28–30; slave trade, 63–65. See also specific 
colonial powers and colonies

New York: Congress meeting in New York 
City, 236; English taking from Dutch, 30, 
64; GW’s retreat from battles of, 199, 202, 
205; slavery and, 64–65

Nicholas V (pope), 64
Nicola, Lewis, 211
Nicolai, Friedrich, 212
North, Lord, 210

Ohio Valley: British fighting French in, 
131–141; Indians involved in fighting 
between British and French, 131–136, 
139–140, 149; Indian uprisings, U.S. 
military countering, 238

Oliva, Treaty of (1660), 24
Orzelska, Countess. See Anna Karolina
Oswald, Richard, 210
Ottoman Empire, 188

pacifism, 31, 40–41, 43. See also Quakers
Paine, Thomas: Common Sense, 199
parallel lives: antagonism between FG and 

GW as relevant today, 248; comparative 
biographies methodology of Plutarch, 
10–11; between FG and GW, xvii, xx, xxi, 
3–11, 246–249; lessons learned from 

eighteenth century, 248–250; statesman-
ship, different ideals of, 246

Paris, Treaty of (1763, end of Seven Years’ 
War), 164. See also Hubertusburg,  
Treaty of

Paris, Treaty of (1783, end of American 
Revolution), 210–211, 230

parliamentarianism: British system not 
permitted to colonists, 194; FG’s rejec
tion of, 3, 9, 100, 102–103, 110, 121, 143,  
205, 213, 225; GW and, 123–124, 177, 197; 
Locke on, 123; Mirabeau on, 223; Mon
tesquieu on, 144; Voltaire on, 98–103,  
128, 200, 206

parody: Franklin’s Edict of 1773 demanding 
Britain pay taxes as Prussian colony,  
191

patriarchal roles: GW acting in, 150, 235, 
238–240; parallels between FG and  
GW, 4

Paul I (tsar of Russia), 245
Peale, Charles Willson, 207, 226
Pelham-Holles, Thomas, 139
Penn, Admiral Sir William (father of Wil

liam Penn), 30
Penn, William, 22–23, 30–34, 31, 39, 42–43, 

51, 98–99, 103; Some Account of the 
Province of Pennsylvania (pamphlet), 32

Pennsylvania: Charter of Privileges, 27, 
33–34, 42–43; FG’s views on, 103, 205  
(see also parliamentarianism); founding 
by William Penn, 31–32 (see also Penn, 
William); French attacks on British 
western settlements, 149; governance in, 
51, 67; Locke’s review of Penn’s constitu-
tion, 32–33; as model colony of Enlight
enment, 23, 27, 33, 43, 52, 99; public edu
cation in, 33, 43, 51; religious tolerance  
in, 33, 37, 43, 51, 99, 105; slavery views of 
colonials in, 65–66; Voltaire’s admiration 
of parliamentarianism in, 99, 103, 200; 
War of the Spanish Succession and, 
39–42

Pennsylvania Gazette, The, on GW’s defeats 
by the French, 136–137

Pesne, Antoine, 92–93, 101, 109, 120
Peter III (tsar of Russia), 162, 186–187
Philadelphia: Albany Congress proposing 

as capital of colonial union, 138; Con
gress meeting in, 236; Continental 
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Philadelphia (continued)
	 Congress meeting in, 194; founding as 

capital of Pennsylvania, 23, 32; presi
dential office in, 236, 237; Prussian town 
changing name to, 216, 217; public 
education in, 33; Voltaire’s admiration 
of, 99

Philip V (king of Spain), 38, 51
Philippine (FG’s sister), 166
Pietists, 57–58, 62, 69, 109, 149
Pitt, William, xx, 154–156
“Plan of Union” proposal (Franklin), 

137–138
Plutarch’s Parallel Lives, 10–11
Poland: Augustus the Strong’s death trig

gering succession dispute, 89; Konfed
eracja barska (Bar Confederation), 
186–188, 190, 207; partition by Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria, 188–190; Prussian 
expansion and, 7, 24; recognition of  
king, agreement between France and 
Holy Roman Empire, 92; Russia treat
ing as vassal state, 186–187; Saxony’s 
territorial expansion and, 112; Silesian 
Wars and, 114–115; slavery and serfdom, 
abolition of, 191. See also War of the 
Polish Succession

Pomerania, 24, 95, 161, 168, 188–189
Poniatowski, Stanisław, 186
popular sovereignty: Constitutional 

Convention and, 230; Declaration of 
Independence and, 200; GW as cham
pion of, 2, 232

porcelain manufacture, 168, 171
Portugal, 28, 63–64
Potsdam: FG’s changes to, 166; Frederick 

William I’s death in, 107–108; housing 
project, 88; Neues Palais, 166–167.  
See also Sanssouci Palace

Prague: Battle of (1757), FG’s victory, 
147–148; FG’s troops in (1744), 115; siege 
of (1757), 158

predestination, doctrine of, 47, 49, 57–58, 
60, 69, 87, 91, 100–101

President of the United States: creation of 
elected office, 230; reelection every four 
years, 230

Princeton, Battle of (1777), 204–205
Prussia (duchy, pre-1701), 23–24; Calvinists 

versus. Lutherans, 24; electors of 

Brandenburg as dukes of, 24; outside 
of Holy Roman Empire, 23; Polish 
suzerainty in, 24. See also Prussia 
(kingdom)

Prussia (kingdom): abolished after World 
War II, 247; agriculture and farming, 
168–169; army’s importance, 46, 54–55, 
63, 108; Berlin as capital of, 27; as core 
territory for FG, 161–162; disabled war 
veterans, pensions and care of, 169; 
economic growth of, 167; expansion of, 7, 
51, 62, 111–117, 188–190; Frederick I’s 
founding of, 24–27, 247; Frederick III’s 
agenda for, 26–27; freedom of press, 108; 
Free State of, 247; Geheimer Rat (Privy 
Council), 46; as Iron Kingdom, 247; 
Landtage’s role, 46, 53–54; Nazis and, 
247; oaths of allegiance to Frederick 
William I, 53; Polish partition and 
acquisition of territory by, 188–190; 
porcelain manufacture, 168, 171; religious 
tolerance in, 88, 108–109, 119; Staatskon-
ferenz (state cabinet), 46; transformation 
into kingdom, 23, 25–27; Treaty of Dres
den and, 118; vitality of, illustrated by 
Neues Palais construction, 167; War of 
the Spanish Succession and, 39–40, 45. 
See also Brandenburg; East Prussia; 
Prussia (duchy); West Prussia; names of 
kings and specific wars

Prussian-American treaty of amity and 
commerce, xxi, 3, 214–215, 224, 243

Pulaski, Casimir, 23
Puritans, 29, 36

Quakers, 31, 36, 39–41, 43, 103, 149
Quantz, Johann Joachim, 95
Quebec, British seizure of, 156
Queen Anne’s War. See War of the Spanish 

Succession

racism, 201–202
Raleigh, Walter, 28
Randolph, Peyton, 194–195, 198
Regensburg, Diet of, 147, 160, 164
religion: civil wars and, 18; FG and, 60,  

88; Frederick I and, 57; Frederick 
William I and, 57–58, 60; parallels 
between FG and GW, 5–7. See also specific 
religions
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religious tolerance and freedom of religion, 
5, 14; Bill of Rights and, 234; in England, 
36–37; England compared to Pennsylva-
nia, 99; GW’s commitment to, 5, 200, 
234; in Pennsylvania, 33, 37, 43, 51, 99, 105; 
in Prussia, 6, 47, 88, 102, 108–109, 119, 215, 
245; in United States, 200, 215, 234; in 
Virginia, 105; Voltaire on, 97, 102

republicanism. See democracy
Rheinsberg Palace, 84–85, 87, 92–95, 

100–101, 115, 120, 166
Roanoke Colony, 28
Rochow, Friedrich Wilhelm von, 69, 76
Rockingham, Lord, 210
romantic relationships, parallels between 

FG and GW, 3
Rossbach, Battle of (1757), 2, 158
Ruppin (infantry regiment headquarters), 

85–87, 92, 101
Russia: in anti-Prussian alliance with 

Austria, France, and Sweden, 146, 164; 
changing sides to alliance with Prussia, 
162; FG’s fear of, 187–188; Ottoman 
Empire and France in fight against, 188; 
Poland treated as vassal state by, 186–187. 
See also Seven Years’ War; names of rulers

Ryswick, Treaty of (1697), 37–38

Salzdahlum Palace, 82–83, 166
Sanssouci Palace (FG’s summer palace), 4, 

6; construction of, 119–121; elderly 
Frederick living alone at, 220–221; as 
name of Rheinsberg Palace earlier, 95, 
120; Neues Palais constructed near, 
166–167; Voltaire’s stay at, 142, 144–145

Saur, Christoph, xx
Saxony: FG impressing soldiers from, 117; 

FG’s ban on porcelain manufactured in, 
168; FG’s invasion of, 145–148, 189, 208; 
Silesian Wars and, 112, 114–115, 117; 
Treaty of Hubertusburg’s provisions 
on, 164

Schlüter, Andreas, 26
Schmettau, Count, 209
Schönhausen Palace (Berlin), 120
schools and education: Enlightenment and, 

7–8, 13–14, 169–170; FG and, 169; Fred
erick I and, 47; Frederick William I and, 
60–62, 169; GW desiring university to  
be established in Washington, DC,  

242; in Pennsylvania, 33, 43, 51; of 
women, 13

Schulenburg, Achaz von der, 77
Schwerin, Kurt Christoph von, 114, 160
Scotland, union with England, 45–46
Selle, Christian Gottlieb, 221
Senning, Johann Wilhelm, 69
Sensualist philosophy, 98, 100
separation of powers, 143, 246
Sethe, Paul, xix–xx
Seven Years’ War (1756–1763), xviii, 15, 

145–162; anti-Prussia alliance formed 
by France, Russia, and Sweden, 
146–148, 156–158; British financial 
support for FG, xx, 146, 156, 165, 172; 
costs of, 172, 180; defeat of French in 
North America, FG’s role in, xix, xx, 2, 
156, 196, 224; French and Indian War in 
colonies as part of, xx, 42, 124, 127, 
148–156, 224; GW as Virginia militia’s 
commander in chief, 149–152, 195; 
name of, 164; pact of Britain and Prus
sia precipitating, 145–146; Prussian 
army decimated by Austro-Russian 
attacks, 159; Prussian patriotism as 
result of, 174; Russian troops in Poland, 
186; Russia withdrawing from anti- 
Prussian alliance, 162; Saxony invaded 
by Prussia, 145–148, 189, 208; Sweden 
and France withdrawing from anti-
Prussian alliance, 162. See also Huber
tusburg, Treaty of; specific battles 
involving Frederick the Great

Shaftesbury, Anthony Ashley Cooper, first 
Earl of, 30

Shaftesbury, Anthony Ashley Cooper, third 
Earl of, 12

Shays’ Rebellion, 228
Shelburne, Lord, 210
Shenandoah Valley survey, GW’s role in, 

125–126, 129
Silesia: Maria Theresa’s desire to re-acquire, 

189; in Seven Years’ War, 160–161, 163
Silesian Wars (1740–1742 and 1744–1745), 

xviii, 111–117; FG’s formal acquisition of 
Silesia, 117, 119, 127, 141, 189; Treaty of 
Breslau (1742), 115–116; Treaty of Dres
den (1745), 116–117; victories for FG,  
116, 164

Silvestre, Louis de, 74
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slavery and enslaved people: abolition by 
northern state constitutions, 201; Atlan
tic slave trade, 63–65; Declaration of 
Independence and, 201; Franklin’s 
criticism of, 201; Frederick William I and, 
63, 66; GW and Washington family as 
slaveholders, 66, 176, 179–180, 201–202; 
manumission by GW upon death of wife 
Martha, 242; parallels between FG and 
GW, 4; Poland, abolition of slavery and 
serfdom, 191; racism and, 201–202; 
runaways, 180; southern states depen-
dent on, 201; speech patterns of, 104

smallpox, 13, 17, 129–130
social contract, theory of, 20–21, 173–174, 211
Society of the Cincinnati, 225–226
“Soldier King.” See Frederick William I
Solms-Sonnenwalde, Viktor von, 188–189
Soor, Battle of (1745), 116
Sophia (electress of Hanover, grand

daughter of James I of England), 37
Sophia Charlotte of Hanover (wife of 

Frederick I of Prussia), 26, 62
Sophia Dorothea (wife of Frederick 

William I of Prussia), 48–49, 71–72, 
74–75, 77, 160

Spain: colonization efforts of, 28; King 
George’s War and, 121–122; Peace of 
Utrecht, loss of lands in, 51; slave trade 
and, 64; tobacco trade and, 178. See also 
War of the Spanish Succession

Spanish Florida, 41
Spisz, under Austrian occupation, 188
Stanislaus II Augustus (Russian puppet-

king of Poland), 186, 188
Stepney, John, 247
Steuben, Friedrich Wilhelm von, xxi, 

206–207, 207, 229
Struensee, Karl August von, 212
Suhm, Ulrich Friedrich von, 70, 95–96
Svarez, Carl Gottlieb, 210, 212
Sweden, 24, 146, 162. See also Seven Years’ 

War
Swiss Confederation, 246

Tanacharison (Mingo chief), 132, 134–136, 
139–140

taxes and duties: British taxes, colonial 
protest of taxation without representa
tion, 180–183, 192, 194; in Prussia, 173; 

Shays’ Rebellion and, 228; Townshend 
Duties on American colonies, 183, 185

Thirty Years’ War, 18, 24
Thomson, Charles, 233
Thornton, William, 237
Thulemeyer, Friedrich Wilhelm von, 215
tobacco farming and trade, 28, 65–68, 129, 

178–179, 215
torture forbidden in Prussia, 108–109
Townshend, Charles, 183
Townshend Duties, 183, 185, 192
trade, 14; Prussian edicts on, 168; treaty of 

amity and commerce between United 
States and Prussia, xxi, 3, 214–215, 224, 
243, 246. See also taxes and duties; 
tobacco farming and trade

Treaty of Amity and Commerce. See 
Prussian-American treaty of amity and 
commerce

Trenton, Battle of (1776), 203, 205
Twardowski, Ignacy, 190
Two Georges, The (Reyburn and Klitzman), 

xvii

United Baptist Churches of Virginia, 234
United Colonies of North-America,  

197, 249
United States: checks and balances, 246, 

248; FG on, xviii–xix, 213, 219, 244,  
247; government form of, 246–247; 
ineffectiveness of original government, 
228–229; as model of freedom, 212; 
neutrality in war between France and 
Britain (1793), 239–241; political parties 
forming in, 240; post–World War II 
support for Germany, 248; Prussian-
American treaty of amity and commerce, 
xxi, 3, 214–215, 224, 243, 246; ratification 
of Constitution, 232; separation of pow
ers, 143, 246; superiority of government 
over Prussia kingdom, 247

Ursinus, Benjamin (bishop), 47, 49, 50
Utrecht, Peace of (1712), 50–51, 54

van Braam, Jacob, 132, 136
van Swieten, Gottfried, 12, 189
Vergennes, Charles Gravier de, 205–206
Vespucci, Amerigo, 28
Veyssière de Lacroze, Mathurin, 60
vine and fig trees imagery, 4, 234
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Virginia: English colony of, 28–30, 64, 
149–150; Fort Loudoun constructed in, 
150; freed enslaved people in, 65; GW as 
surveyor for colony of, 128–129; House of 
Burgesses and colonial governance, 
28–29, 43–44, 67, 81, 105, 124, 128, 134, 
149, 152–153, 180, 182, 184–185, 193; militias 
choosing GW as commander in chief, 
149–152, 195; slavery and, 64–67; tobacco 
farming and trade, 66–67, 178; voting 
rights in, 105; Winchester headquarters 
of GW in, 150

Virginia Gazette, 104–105
Voltaire: arrested in Frankfurt for theft,  

145; background of, 96–97; Bastille incar
ceration of, 96, 235; Berlin Academy of 
Sciences presidency offered to, 118; on 
Cato (Addison’s play), 128; death of, 206; 
editing FG’s Anti-Machiavel, 110; on 
English system of government, 99; FG’s 
correspondence with, 8, 96–103, 108, 114, 
117–118, 145, 166, 205; FG’s first meeting in 
person with, 110–111; FG’s hosting at 
Sanssouci, 142–145; FG’s poetry cri
tiqued by, 121, 144; Franklin and, 206; 
Locke’s influence on, 98–99; Marquise 
du Châtelet as companion of, 97, 111, 142; 
Maupertuis denounced by, 144; Montes
quieu and, 144; parliamentarianism 
favored by, 98–103, 128, 200, 206; return 
to France from Sanssouci, 145; as subver
sive writer, 99–100; works by: Candide, 
17; Letters Concerning the English Nation 
(Philosophical Letters), 97–99, 101, 200, 
206; La Ligue, ou Henri Le Grand, 97; 
Œdipe, 96

von Unruh, Fritz, xix

War of Independence. See American 
Revolution

War of the Austrian Succession (1740–1748),  
117, 121, 124, 133, 141; FG’s acquisition  
of Emden, 144; King George’s War in 
North America as part of, 121–122.  
See also Aachen, Peace of; Silesian Wars

War of the Polish Succession (1733–1738), 
89–92, 108

War of the Spanish Succession (1701–1714), 
37–47, 50–51, 59, 76, 89, 92, 156. See also 
Utrecht, Peace of

Washington, Augustine (GW’s father), 44, 
66–69, 80–82, 103, 122–123

Washington, Augustine, Jr. (GW’s half 
brother), 68, 82, 103, 123

Washington, Butler (GW’s half brother), 68
Washington, Charles (GW’s brother), 104
Washington, DC, founding and design as 

national capital, 236–237, 242
Washington, Elizabeth “Betty” (GW’s 

sister), 82
Washington, George: Adams ( John) ap-

pointing GW as commander in chief, 
242; Adams ( John Quincy) naming his 
son for, 245; as Anglican, 104; Bastille 
key, Lafayette sending to GW, 236; birth 
and baptism of, 80–81; book collection 
and library of, 104–105, 176–177, 249; 
Braddock and, 140; British constitution-
alism and parliamentarism as reading 
subjects of, 177; British officer commis-
sion coveted by, 151–152; burial place of, 
4, 243; bust of Duke of Marlborough 
purchased by, 156; bust of FG purchased 
by, 2, 156, 224; cabinet in-fighting be-
tween Hamilton and Jefferson, 238–239; 
Caribbean travel with Lawrence Wash-
ington, 129–130; childhood of, 81–82, 
103–106; as colonial militia officer and 
later as commander in fight against 
French, 124, 131, 134, 138–139, 149–150; 
compared to Cincinnatus, 225–226; Con-
stitutional Convention and choice of 
president, 232–233; Constitution’s adop-
tion, campaigning for, 232; Continental 
Army general and commander in chief,  
2, 196–197, 206–208, 211; at Continental 
Congress, 194; dancing as pastime of, 
177; death of, 243; Declaration of Inde-
pendence read to troops by, 200; diaries 
of everyday activities, 177; discipline of 
militia serving under, 149–151; discour-
aged by British treatment of colonial 
militia, 151; education of, 104–105, 123; 
fame of, xvii, 204–205, 226–227; “Fare-
well Address” at end of second term, 
241, 248–249; on FG, xix, xx, 1–2, 9, 148, 
156–157, 224–225, 245–246; FG on, 9, 
204–205, 211, 219; fictional meeting with 
FG in Unruh play, xix; at Fort Duquesne 
conquest under Forbes, 155; at Fort 



316  I n d e x

Washington, George (continued) 
Necessity, 138–139; Franklin’s cane in-
herited by, 236; “free American citizen”  
as most honorable title, 197; French and 
Indian War and, 124, 149–152; health and 
illnesses, 129–130, 152, 242–243; horses 
and dogs, enthusiasm for, 4, 105, 177–178; 
Houdon’s sculptures of, 226, 227; hunting 
and guns as pastime of, 105–107, 126, 131, 
177; as icon of virtue, 226; illness while 
commander in chief of militia, 152; in
auguration in New York City as first 
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