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Introduction

This book is a guide to finding and identifying the mammals of Great Britain and Ireland.
Its purpose is twofold. Firstly, it presents profiles on every mammal you can encounter
in Britain and Ireland - including all the bats, seals and cetaceans recorded up to the

end of March 2021, as well as established introduced or reintroduced species, and those
exotic species that are known to have bred in the wild within the last fifty years. As well
as providing details on identification, the species accounts also present information on
sounds, signs, habitat, food, habits, breeding behaviour and population and status - so if
you find a mammal anywhere in Britain and Ireland you will have the means to identify it
and to find out more about its biology and ecology.

The second purpose of the book is to encourage people to go and look for mammals.
At present, the number of mammal-watchers is far fewer than the number of bird-
watchers, who must number hundreds of thousands. Although mammal-watching

is still something of a niche activity, it is a growing one, as people are increasingly
discovering the fascination of mammals and are keen to see them more often.

If this book helps, even in a small way, to inspire more people to go mammal-watching,
and ideally to contribute information on their distribution or biology, it will have been
worth writing.

The Greater White-toothed Shrew is one of the most recent additions to the list of British and Irish
mammals, being recorded in Ireland for the first time in 2007, when skulls were found in the
regurgitated pellets of Barn Owls and Kestrels.
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This index includes the English and scientific (in italics) names of all the mammals in this

book.

Bold text highlights main species accounts.

Brown figures indicate keys or comparison spreads/tables.

Green figures indicate illustrations of tracks and signs.

Italicized figures indicate page(s) on which other photographs appear.

Blue figures relate to the entry in the status and legislation table.

Regular text is used for alternative names, species that are not subject to a full account,
and to indicate pages where other information may be found.

A
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—sylvaticus .........................
Arvicola amphibius
Aurochs

B
Badger (European Badger) ........... 14,26, 28,30,
31,33,40,41,42,43,44,45,49, 196,206,315
Balaena mysticetus
Balaenoptera acutorostrata
—borealis.........................................
— musculus ..
— physalus
Barbastella barbastellus
Barbastelle (Western Barbastelle) . 131,136,139,

162,314

Bat, Alcathoe........... 132,137,139,177,180,315
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—,BigBrown ... 194
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—, Brown Long-eared............. 21,131,137,138,
164,167,315

—, Common Pipistrelle ......... 36,131,136,138,
154,157,315

—, Daubenton’s .. 29,132,134,137,139,174,315
—, European Free-tailed .. 21,133,136,190,314

—, Geoffroy’s ..................... 133,137,192,315
—, Greater Horseshoe........ 21,37,129,130,135,
136,139,140,143,314

—, Greater Mouse-eared ............ 133,137,139,
184,315

—, Grey Long-eared. 131,134,137,167,168,315

—,Hoary........................... 133,136,191,315
—, Kuhl’s Pipistrelle ............. 133,136,188,315
—, Leisler’s............. 131,136,139,151,152,315
—, Lesser Horseshoe............. 130,135,136,139,

143,144,314

—, Lesser Noctule (see Bat, Leisler's)

Bat, Little Brown .................................... 195
—,Long-eared ........................ ... 139,164
—, Mexican Free-tailed.......................... 194
—, Nathusius’ Pipistrelle ... 129,131,136,157,

160,315
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—,Noctule................ 13,29,129,131,135,136,
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—,Northern........................ 133,136,186,314
—, Particoloured ................. 133,136,187,315
—, Pipistrelle .......................... 29,135,139,154
—Pond........................... 133,137,193,315
—, Savi’s Pipistrelle .............. 133,136,189,315
—, Serotine ............ 131,135,136,139,146,314
—, Silver-haired .................................... 195
—, Soprano Pipistrelle ..... 37,129,131,136,157,
158,315

—, Western Barbastelle ... 131,136,139,162,314
—, Whiskered 132,137,139,177,178,315
Beaked Whale, Blainville’s ................ 307,316
—,Cuviers................................

—, Gervais’
—, Sowerby’s ..
—, True’s
Bear, Brown
—Cave ...
Beaver, Canadian
—, Eurasian ...
Beluga ........... 25,310,316
Boar, Wild ................ 12,13,23,31,51,226,316
Bos primigenius
— taurus

307,316
12,13,14

C

Capra Rircus ...
Capreolus capreolus
Castor canadensis .............................
—fiber ...
Cat,Feral .....................
—,Sabre-toothed ...
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50,197,224,315
Whale, Blainville’s Beaked ................ 307,316
—Blue.................................. 269,304,316
—,Bowhead .............................. 24,303,316
—, Cuvier’sBeaked ..................... 25,305,316
—, DwarfSperm ....................... 24,308,316
— FalseKiller ................................. 309,316
—Fin ... 281,284,316
—, Gervais’Beaked .......................... 307,316
—Grey ... 15
—, Humpback .................... 280,281,286,316
— Killer ............................... 32,33,288,316
—, Long-finned Pilot ..................... 290,316
—, Melon-headed ............................ 309,316
—,Minke........................ 24,33,281,282,316
—, North Atlantic Right ........ 15,281,303,316
—, Northern Bottlenose ............. 280,302,316
—, PygmySperm ........................... 308,316
—Sel . 300,316
—, Sowerby’s Beaked....................... 306,316
—,Sperm................... 24,301,316
—, True’sBeaked ............................. 307,316
Wildcat............. 13,14,22,48,196,200,198,315
WOl o 12,14,15
Z
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