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ch a pter one

Introduction

what do we know about George Berkeley? We know that he was 
born in 1685 in or near Kilkenny, Ireland, and died in 1753 in Oxford, 
 England; that he studied and taught at Trinity College Dublin (TCD) 
from 1700; that he spent the best part of a de cade between 1722 and 
1732 fund rais ing for and attempting to establish a college in Ber-
muda; that he was made bishop of Cloyne in the south of Ireland in 
1734. But primarily, perhaps, we know that he was the most signifi-
cant proponent of the philosophical doctrine of immaterialism, the 
doctrine according to which  there is no material substance support-
ing the sensible qualities we experience as perceptions or ideas.

Immaterialism is a striking doctrine, and Berkeley seems to have 
appreciated that it could easily be taken as a form of wild and radical 
scepticism. In 1713, he published a set of three dialogues between 
Hylas, who begins as a materialist, and Philonous, an immaterialist, 
to expand on and popularise the doctrine. Hylas, when he accepts 
Philonous’s arguments for immaterialism, believes he has  adopted 
a scepticism that makes knowledge of  things as they are in them-
selves impossible: ‘You may indeed know that Fire appears hot, and 
 Water fluid: But this is no more than knowing, what Sensations are 
produced in our own Mind, upon the Application of Fire and  Water 
to your Organs of Sense. Their internal Constitution, their true and 
real Nature, you are utterly in the dark as to that’.1 Hylas  hasn’t yet 
grasped that Philonous, and Berkeley  behind him, are identifying 

1. Three Dialogues, p. 103 (LJ, II.227).
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sensations and real natures. Some of Berkeley’s near- contemporaries 
took the doctrine more generally to be ‘the most outrageous whimsy 
that ever entered in the head of any ancient or modern madman’, and 
felt that in arguing for ‘the impossibility of the real or  actual exis-
tence of  matter’, Berkeley was taking away ‘the bound aries of truth 
and falshood; expos[ing] reason to all the outrage of unbounded 
Scepticism; and even, in his own opinion, mak[ing] mathematical 
demonstration, doubtful’.2 Whilst immaterialism may now have few 
adherents— and  those few proposing something very diff er ent from 
Berkeley— the arguments he used to defend his position are still the 
subject of philosophical debate. John Campbell and Quassim Cas-
sam, for example, have produced a dialogical book on what they call 
‘Berkeley’s puzzle’, which ‘is this: to describe the explanatory role of 
sensory experience without being driven to the conclusion that all we 
can have knowledge of is experiences’.3

‘ ’Tis Plain, We Do Not See a Man’
This book gives an account of (and modestly extends) what we 
know about Berkeley. It offers details of the documented aspects 
of Berkeley’s life, such as the nature of his early schooling, his rela-
tionships with  women, his work  towards establishing a university 
in Bermuda, his purchase of enslaved  people whilst in Amer i ca. 
Berkeley was a thinker and writer throughout his life, and his writ-
ings are another diff er ent but still more impor tant form of docu-
mentary evidence about that life. I survey Berkeley’s entire  career 
as a thinker and writer, attempting to show how his concerns inter-
sect with  those of other thinkers and of the intellectual, social, and 
po liti cal movements of his age as well as previous ages. The line 
between the two kinds of documentation that support this study is 
not perfectly clear. We have some knowledge of Berkeley’s biograph-
ical experience of education through one kind of documentation— 
the statutes of the school he attended, the assessment procedures 
for fellowships at TCD when he was submitted to them, rec ords of 

2. Warburton, ed., The Works of Alexander Pope, IV.319–20, Warburton’s note to ‘Epi-
logue to the Satires: Dialogue II’.

3. Campbell and Cassam, Berkeley’s Puzzle, p. 18. For an example of an immaterialism 
far from Berkeley’s, see Harman, Immaterialism.
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disciplinary issues in college when he was the ju nior dean, rec ords 
of the charity for the schooling of Catholic Irish in Cloyne when 
he was bishop, his choices in educating his own  children at home, 
and so on. That knowledge is difficult to separate from Berkeley’s 
extensive but diffuse writing on education, at its most concentrated 
in Alciphron and The Querist, but a perennial concern. The same 
can be said of his po liti cal allegiance,  family life, taste, and vari-
ous other impor tant topics. No attempt has been made for over a 
hundred years to bring  these two kinds of documentation of Berke-
ley’s life together across the full length of his  career, as A. A. Luce’s 
biography, dating from 1949 and still the most recent book- length 
treatment, declines to integrate biographical and philosophical 
discussion.4 Berkeley’s documented life and participation in vari-
ous institutions and practices, such as  those of the exclusive edu-
cational institutions of a Protestant elite, is inseparable from his 
treatment of major philosophical and social issues.

Any biography might be taken as the answer to a slightly dif-
fer ent and more abstract question about its subject from the one 
just posed— what can we know about George Berkeley? To a  great 
extent this question  will be answered by what we admit as docu-
mentation of a life and by how willing we are to engage in inter-
pretation and speculation about the meaning of documents. But 
 there is a further question concerning what can be said about a life 
as a  whole. Can we attribute character to Berkeley, given that all 
we have of him is a set of documents, even if some such documents 
explic itly discuss his character (such as the remarkable letters writ-
ten by Anne, Berkeley’s wife, to their son George Jr  after Berkeley’s 
death)?  People have not been afraid to characterise Berkeley—as 
pious and practical, for example, or as more than normally given 
to dissimulation and deceit.5 But we may have misgivings about 
such characterisations, even based on relatively ample documen-
tary evidence.  There are always  things about  people that we do not 
know,  things that have eluded documentation, or which could not 

4. Luce, preface, pp. v– vi: ‘Any comment that I make  here on Berkeley’s thought is 
incidental and strictly subordinate to the biographical interest, and is entirely  free from 
technical discussion’.

5. See Luce, passim; Berman, George Berkeley, passim; and Berman, ‘Berkeley’s Life 
and Works’, p. 24.
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be documented (at least not in any straightforward way). The ques-
tion of what we can know about another person should occur to the 
writer and reader of a biography, as we worry about the judgements 
we are inevitably forming of the subject and the basis on which 
they are founded. In Berkeley’s case  there is a further complexity: 
the question of what we can know about other  people is bound up 
philosophically with what we most commonly do know of him— his 
propounding the doctrine of immaterialism.

What does immaterialism have to do with the question of what 
we can know about other  people? My purpose in addressing this 
question at the beginning of this book is twofold. First, by offering 
a brief survey of the immaterialist writings for which Berkeley is 
best known I want to introduce  those unfamiliar with his thought 
to some of its central topics, and to indicate to  those already familiar 
with his thought something of my own approach to immaterialism. 
My discussion does not aim to achieve the standard of a technical, 
professional, philosophical interpretation of Berkeley’s immaterialism, 
nor to offer a summary of philosophical commentary on par tic u lar 
questions or passages. Rather, I aim to broach some of the topics 
that  will be particularly relevant to other parts of this biographi-
cal study. I refer in the notes to some se lections from the substan-
tial technical commentary on Berkeley’s metaphysics, not with the 
aim of arriving at an interpretive consensus, but to point readers 
to examples of more philosophical commentary where a variety of 
approaches to the topic in question can be found. Second, I want 
to suggest that a consideration of the central topics in Berkeley’s 
immaterialism offers a justification of a biographical approach to his 
philosophical  career— but one that might first require us to rethink 
our ideas of what  people are and how they know one another.

For a student in the early eigh teenth  century, the most canonical 
modern philosophy was dualist. Holding that  there are two sub-
stances in the universe, mind (or spirit) and body, Descartes and his 
followers upheld a strong distinction between the two— between 
substance that is thinking and unextended and substance that is 
unthinking and extended. John Locke identified the two kinds of 
being known to man as cogitative and incogitative beings.6 Locke 

6. Essay, IV.x.9, pp. 622–23.
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is clear that spirit is metaphysically prior to  matter and should pre-
cede it in any course of study:

[U]nder what Title soever the consideration of Spirits comes, I think 
it  ought to go before the study of  Matter, and Body, not as a Science 
that can be methodized into a System, and treated of upon Princi ples 
of Knowledge; but as an enlargement of our Minds  towards a truer and 
fuller comprehension of the intellectual World, to which we are led 
both by Reason and Revelation. [. . .]  Matter being a  thing, that all our 
Senses are constantly conversant with, it is so apt to possess the Mind, 
and exclude all other Beings, but  Matter, that prejudice, grounded on 
such Princi ples, often leaves no room for the admittance of Spirits, or 
the allowing any such  things as immaterial Beings in rerum natura: 
when yet it is evident, that by mere  Matter and Motion, non of the  great 
Phænomena of Nature can be resolved, to instance but in that common 
one of Gravity, which I think impossible to be explained by any natu ral 
Operation of  Matter, or any other Law of Motion, but the positive  Will 
of a Superiour Being, so ordering it.7

Philosophical understanding of the world, in this type of dualism, is 
understanding how spirits, principally God but also lower  orders of 
spirits, work upon  matter to produce the regular phenomena made 
evident to us by our senses— from the movement of the planets to 
the movement of  human bodies.

Berkeley is not a dualist of this kind: he believes that ‘ there is 
not any other Substance than Spirit or that which perceives’.8 His 

7. Locke, Some Thoughts Concerning Education, pp. 245–46.
8. Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, §7. Winkler, Berkeley: An Interpretation, p. 309, 

has provided a persuasive reconstruction of Berkeley’s reasons for thinking of spirit as a 
substance: ‘A Berkeleyan idea is not an act of awareness but an object of awareness, and 
if an object of awareness must be perceived,  there must be something that perceives it. 
Now if  there must be something by which it is perceived then the perceiver has something 
of the character of a substance,  because it is something on which the idea depends for its 
existence. For all I have said so far, though, a “perceiver” might be nothing more than one 
pole or aspect of an indivisible  thing: an unowned episode of awareness, one of whose 
aspects is an object, and one of whose aspects is an act. But according to Berkeley I know 
that I perceive, and I know that I perceive an “endless variety” of ideas that succeed one 
another in time, upon which I exercise “diverse operations”, among them willing, imagin-
ing, and perceiving (Princi ples 2). I am therefore a persisting  thing capable of vari ous acts 
or operations. I am not a fleeting or momentary  thing, but something that resembles what 
substances are widely held to be’.
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rejection of this kind of dualism might lead to comparison with 
attitudes considered dangerously heterodox, such as Benedict de 
Spinoza’s assertion that  there is only one substance in the universe, 
God.9 Berkeley makes efforts to distance himself from the ‘wild 
Imaginations’ of Spinoza, who is listed next to Hobbes as a believer 
that  matter might exist without mind.10 Berkeley’s assertion of one 
spiritual substance has much in common with dualism. It is evident 
from the full range of Berkeley’s writing that he shares the belief, 
expressed by Locke, in a superior intelligence producing lawlike 
regularity in the world perceived by the senses. But the regular pro-
ductions of that organising intelligence are not, for Berkeley, bodies 
or  matter, but ideas— understood as what our senses report to us, or 
images we are able to call up in our minds.11

The evidence of the senses might be taken as a report of what 
is out  there in the world: it is an internal impression of an external 
real ity. This attitude is central to the scientific culture of the late 
seventeenth and early eigh teenth centuries, in which the scientist 
or natu ral phi los o pher attended closely to her own sensory expe-
rience in order to learn more about the regular behaviour of the 
external, material world. But Berkeley suggests that it is this atti-
tude, and not his immaterialism, that opens the door to scepticism:

[W]e have been led into very dangerous Errors, by supposing a two- 
fold Existence of the Objects of Sense, the one Intelligible, or in the 
Mind, the other Real and without the Mind: Whereby Unthinking 
 Things are thought, to have a natu ral Subsistence of their own, distinct 
from being perceiv’d by Spirits. This which, if I  mistake not, hath been 
shewn to be a most groundless and absurd Notion, is the very Root 
of Scepticism; for so long as Men thought that Real  Things subsisted 
without the Mind, and that their Knowledge was only so far forth Real 
as it was conformable to real  Things, it follows, they cou’d not be cer-
tain, that they had any real Knowledge at all. For how can it be known, 

9. Spinoza, Ethics, part I, proposition XIV, corollary I, p. 86.
10. Three Dialogues, p. 76 (LJ, II.213); see also Notebooks, §§826–27.
11. Hight, Idea and Ontology, pp. 8, 35, and in the chapters dedicated to Berkeley, 

argues that Berkeley conceived of ideas as quasi- substances, ontologically dependent on 
minds but not modes of them.
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that the  Things which are Perceiv’d, are conformable to  those which are 
not Perceiv’d, or Exist without the Mind?12

Berkeley’s solution to the sceptical abyss over which one has to leap 
from idea to external object is to identify them: the object is the 
idea. As we can never have any report of objects other than our 
sensory impressions, we have no basis on which to posit their sepa-
rate existence. When we perceive regular and lawlike behaviour, we 
are perceiving the ‘Ideas imprinted on the Senses by the Author of 
Nature [. . .] called real  things’; ‘ those excited in the Imagination 
being less Regular, Vivid and Constant, are more properly termed 
Ideas, or Images of  Things, which they copy and represent’.13 Ideas 
take the place of real  things in Berkeley’s immaterialism, and they 
are imprinted on the senses by God, not by a material substratum 
that underlies or provokes sensory response.

It might seem that Berkeley has simply established a mind- idea 
dualism to replace a mind- body dualism.14 But his statement that 
 there is only one substance, spirit, should be recalled. Ideas are not 
a substance. Both spirits and ideas might be called  things, but that 
common name should not be allowed to conceal their radical dif-
ference: ‘ Thing or Being is the most general Name of all, it compre-
hends  under it two Kinds entirely distinct and heterogeneous, and 
which have nothing common but the Name, viz. Spirits and Ideas. 
The former are Active, Indivisible, Incorruptible Substances: The 
latter are Inert, Fleeting, Perishable Passions, or Dependent Beings, 
which subsist not by themselves, but are supported by, or Exist in 
Minds or Spiritual Substances’.15 Spirits and ideas can be distin-
guished by their activity or passivity. Ideas are passive: ‘the very 
Being of an Idea implies Passiveness and Inertness in it, insomuch 
that it is impossible for an Idea to do any  thing, or, strictly speak-
ing, to be the Cause of any  thing’.16 Berkeley’s goal in asserting this 
heterogeneity is to reserve causality for spirits in a more complete 

12. Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, §86.
13. Ibid., §33; see also §§30–31.
14. Indeed, McCracken, ‘Berkeley’s Notion of Spirit’, 597–602, suggests that Berkeley 

goes from being a spirit monist (with activity and passivity the main distinction within 
spirits) to being a mind- idea dualist.

15. Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, §89.
16. Ibid., §25.
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way than does Locke. As ideas are passive, and what we tend to call 
real  things are ideas,  there is no active or causal power in  things 
whatsoever. All  causes are spiritual.

In his philosophical notebooks, Berkeley says, ‘Nothing properly 
but persons i.e. conscious  things do exist, all other  things are not 
so much existences as manners of ye existence of persons’.17 When 
a spirit has ideas, that spirit is being in a certain way or manner. 
This is not to say that ideas are in minds in such a way that minds 
share the qualities of the perceived ideas— being extended or red, 
for example.18 Ideas are not modes of being of the mind in that 
sense. Persons perceive or produce ideas, they understand or they 
 will: ‘A Spirit is one  Simple, Undivided, active Being: as it perceives 
Ideas, it is called the Understanding, and as it produces or other-
wise operates about them, it is called the  Will’.19 This division of 
the undivided being answers a division in our experience of ideas. 
 There are  those that we produce ourselves, and  those that seem 
to be produced for us: ‘what ever Power I may have over my own 
Thoughts, I find the Ideas actually perceiv’d by Sense have not a 
like Dependence on my  Will. When in broad Day- light I open my 
Eyes, ’tis not in my Power to chuse  whether I  shall See or no’.20 
 Those ideas we do not produce by an act of  will we perceive or 
understand.21 The distinction is not absolute. The philosophical 
notebooks are ambivalent on the question of  whether the  will and 
the understanding are distinct, but Berkeley does say, ‘The Under-
standing taken for a faculty is not  really distinct from ye  Will’, and 

17. Notebooks, §24.
18. See Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, §49.
19. Ibid., §27. For this characteristic sense of the self as active, see Jaffro, ‘Le Cogito de 

Berkeley’, p. 97.
20. Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, §29.
21. Commentators offer a variety of views on how active the mind is in perceiving and 

how distinct the mind and its objects are. Migely, ‘Berkeley’s Actively Passive Mind’, p. 157, 
argues that mind is only passive in determining the content of perceptions it does not  will, 
but active in every thing  else, from confirming and assenting to  those perceptions, to oper-
ating about them to create mediate objects of perception. She holds that the  will and the 
understanding, the mind and its ideas, are ontologically distinct but existentially insepa-
rable (pp. 161–65). Daniel, ‘Berkeley’s Doctrine of Mind’, p. 31, suggests that Berkeley wants 
to distinguish ideas from acts of mind, even though neither ‘is intelligible in abstraction 
from the other’. Ott, ‘Descartes and Berkeley on Mind’, p. 447, says the mind is passive in 
perceiving, but active in distinguishing and differentiating ideas within perception.
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that ‘Understanding is in some sort an Action’.22 ‘Understanding’ is 
Berkeley’s word for the relatively passive state spirit finds itself in 
when perceiving. When producing or operating about ideas in any 
other way, the spirit adopts its characteristic activity of willing.23 In 
producing our own ideas, our spirit is willing, and it is behaving in 
a certain manner; in perceiving ideas produced by another spirit, 
our spirit is operating about  those ideas, still active in attending to 
and interpreting them.

Berkeley’s philosophical pre de ces sors recognise the mind’s 
activity in relating and judging ideas. Malebranche, a phi los o pher 
Berkeley read closely, says that any judgement about ideas is an 
act of  will.24 Locke describes relation as ‘When the Mind so con-
siders one  thing, that it does, as it  were, bring it to, and set it by 
another, and carry its view from one to t’other’.25 Berkeley agrees. 
All relations, he tells us, include an act of the mind. Relations 
themselves are not ideas, but they are nonetheless added to the list 
of  things we can know: ‘Ideas, Spirits and Relations are all in their 
respective kinds, the Object of humane Knowledge and Subject of 
Discourse’.26 Relations and spirits are alike inasmuch as they are 
proper objects of knowledge and subjects of discourse, but they are 
not ideas. We have a ‘notion’ of relations just as we have a knowl-
edge of our own existence as spirits ‘by inward Feeling or Reflex-
ion, and that of other Spirits by Reason’.27 We do not have ideas of 
spirits as ‘the Words  Will, Soul, Spirit, do not stand for diff er ent 
Ideas, or in truth, for any Idea at all, but for Something which is 
very diff er ent from Ideas, and which being an Agent cannot be like 
unto, or represented by, any Idea whatsoever’.28 As he revised the 

22. Notebooks, §614a and §821; for firmer distinctions, see §708 and §816.
23. Bettcher, Berkeley’s Philosophy of Spirit, p. 80, notes that agents are normally will-

ing, but that they can experience ideas passively and affect (plea sure and pain) is the mark 
of their being so experienced. Roberts, A Metaphysics for the Mob, pp. 93, 94, argues that 
Berkeley conceives of spirits as  wills, and notes that, ‘for Berkeley, thought is one of the 
modes of volition’.

24. Malebranche, The Search  after Truth, pp. 8–9, and editors’ introduction, p. xii. 
 Malebranche, Elucidation II, p. 560, also states that the soul is one, its diff er ent faculties 
being merely diff er ent forms of the soul’s operation.

25. Essay, II.xxv.1, p. 319.
26. Princi ples of  Human Knowledge (1734 text), §§142, 89.
27. Ibid. (1734 text), §89.
28. Ibid. (1734 text), §27.
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texts of the Princi ples of  Human Knowledge and Three Dialogues 
for republication in 1734, Berkeley more consistently applied the 
word ‘notion’ to the type of knowledge we have of spirits and rela-
tions. Notions are the medium of knowledge of relations and other 
spirits. Relating to operations of the mind, they are themselves 
operations of the mind.29 We infer spirits with greater powers than 
ourselves on the basis of the ideas we find we have and are not 
responsible for.  Those caused by God have ‘a Steddiness, Order 
and Coherence, and are not excited at Random, as  those which are 
effects of  Human  Wills often are, but in a regular Train or Series, 
the admirable Connexion whereof sufficiently testifies the Wisdom 
and Benevolence of its Author’.30 Our knowledge of spirits is an 
inference of an agent capable of producing the series of ideas we do 
not ourselves produce.

The ideas that we perceive and attribute to the agency of other 
spirits operate as signs. We know of the existence of other  people in 
this manner, and even more certainly we know of God:

I perceive several Motions, Changes, and Combinations of Ideas, that 
inform me  there are certain par tic u lar Agents like my self, which 
accompany them, and concur in their Production [. . .] the Knowledge 
I have of other Spirits is not immediate [. . .] but depending on the 
Intervention of Ideas, by me refer’d to Agents or Spirits distinct from 
my self, as Effects or concomitant Signs.31

The admirable regularity of the phenomenal world means ‘that 
God, is known as certainly and immediately as any other Mind 
or Spirit whatsoever, distinct from our selves’. This is a God ‘who 

29. Lee, ‘What Berkeley’s Notions Are’, pp. 31–32; Flage, ‘Relative Ideas and Notions’, 
p. 243, distinguishes the knowledge by description that one can have of notions from the 
direct knowledge of a positive idea.  Here and in Berkeley’s Doctrine of Notions, p. 5, Flage 
agrees with Lee (p. 33) that having notions is closely connected to knowing the meaning of 
words. Atherton, ‘The Coherence of Berkeley’s Theory of Mind’, p. 396, contests the reading 
of ‘notion’ as a solution to a prob lem about spirit.

30. Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, §30.
31. Ibid., §145. It should be noted that by parity of reason we might just as well infer 

 matter as the cause of ideas— the only difference in the pro cess of establishing the existence 
of other spirits and of  matter is in the type of intuitive knowledge on which we are reliant. 
In the case of spirits, it is intuitive knowledge of our own existence as agents; in the case of 
 matter it is that the report of the senses corresponds to an external world. Berkeley must 
prioritise, like Descartes, the intuitive knowledge of the existence of the self.
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works all in all, and by whom all  things consist.’32 God is known 
by signs, is the agent of every thing, and is the source of all being. 
What  people perceive is no accidentally produced train of ideas that 
enables a merely episodic or partial or haphazard set of inferences 
about the  will of another spirit. The train of ideas is organised and 
reliable, intended by God to be an ongoing, legible set of instruc-
tions to  people.

The regular and admirable series of connected ideas that God 
produces gives us ‘a sort of Foresight, which enables us to regulate 
our Actions for the benefit of Life’.33 Showing that God uses signs 
to instruct us in how to live is the burden of Berkeley’s essay on 
vision and visual ideas,  here quoted as it was republished with his 
philosophical dialogue Alciphron in 1732:

Upon the  whole, I think we may fairly conclude, that the proper 
Objects of Vision constitute an Universal Language of the Author of 
Nature, whereby we are instructed how to regulate our Actions, in 
order to attain  those  things, that are necessary to the Preservation and 
Well- being of our Bodies, as also to avoid what ever may be hurtful and 
destructive of them. It is by this Information that we are principally 
guided in all the Transactions and Concerns of Life.34

We can think of our ideas as signs, and  those signs, as we have just 
seen, provide guidance for current and  future conduct. Berkeley 
gave consideration to the possibility that this instructive function 
of language— producing attitudes or dispositions in the  people 
addressed, and not raising ideas in the mind—is the primary 
function of language. He is clear: ‘[T]he communicating of Ideas 
marked by Words is not the chief and only end of Language, as is 
commonly suppos’d.  There are other Ends, as the raising of some 
Passion, the exciting to, or deterring from an Action, the putting 
the Mind in some par tic u lar Disposition; to which the former is in 
many Cases barely subservient, and sometimes entirely omitted’.35 
 People do not engage in speech to no end, or no end other than 
raising ideas; they often have the ulterior motive of altering the 

32. Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, §147.
33. Ibid., §31.
34. New Theory of Vision (1732 text), §147.
35. Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, introduction, §20.
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conduct of the  people they address. Speakers use signs to bring 
about changes in conduct, and that goes for God as much as for 
 people. Berkeley suggests that when we are speaking,  really speak-
ing, it  ought to be with some good in mind. That is the attitude 
expressed by Euphranor, one of the characters of Alciphron, when 
he says that ‘the true End of Speech, Reason, Science, Faith, Assent, 
in all its diff er ent Degrees, is not meerly, or principally, or always the 
imparting or acquiring of Ideas, but rather something of an active, 
operative Nature, tending to a conceived Good’.36 Spirits use signs 
to talk to us in order to effect dispositional change conceived of in 
relation to a par tic u lar good. The phenomenal world is an example 
of such a discourse. In this sense, then, we might only  really be said 
to understand the signs the phenomenal world pre sents us with 
when we heed them, when we take them as encouragements to 
change our behaviour, to change our practice.

 Here it is perhaps appropriate to return to the question of docu-
mentary biography and the biographical approach to a phi los o pher’s 
 career. If we want to know what we can about George Berkeley, 
we should scrutinise as closely as pos si ble all the changes of ideas 
he  causes in us, chiefly through  those surviving documents relat-
ing to his life, including his own writings. We should not confuse 
 those ideas for the person, but take them as signs of the existence 
of a person like us, someone who produces changes in our ideas 
analogous to  those that we know we can ourselves produce. We 
should attend to what Berkeley was trying to communicate to us, 
what kinds of changes in the practice of other  people he hoped to 
bring about, and what conceived good or goods his communica-
tions actively and operatively tended  towards. As we do not know 
other spirits directly but by analogy with the intuitive knowledge 
we have of ourselves, other  people are always works of interpreta-
tion, conjectures about the meanings of signs based on analogies 
from our previous experience. This book endeavours to arrive at 
an interpretation of the attitudes of the spirit communicated by 
Berkeley’s writings and what can be known of his actions. It is not 
perhaps surprising that a biographer would have an interest in 
the attitudinal disposition of the subject of the biography. But it 

36. Alciphron, VII.17.
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is perhaps surprising that Berkeley’s immaterialism, his insistence 
that  there is only one substance— spirit— and that ideas are merely 
passive effects of spirits who exist in willing some conceived and 
quite possibly indistinct good, lends its support to a biographical 
approach to his philosophy.

Berkeley’s immaterialism, then, in some sense justifies a bio-
graphical approach to the phi los o pher. In the preceding discussion, 
I was also hoping to indicate an interest—to be pursued throughout 
this book—in the practical and dispositional component of Berke-
ley’s frequent recurrence to language as an explanatory tool. As 
John Russell Roberts has pointed out, ‘ There is nothing mere about 
practical  matters for a Christian phi los o pher’.37 An interest in lan-
guage and practice spans Berkeley’s  career. In the Essay  towards 
a New Theory of Vision of 1709, visual ideas are a language that is 
used to direct our behaviour. In The Querist of 1735–1737, money 
might be understood as a language that can be used to improve 
the desires and practice of a population. In Siris of 1744, the laws 
of nature are an instructive discourse, improving the spirits of the 
philosophically inclined. When Berkeley employs the language 
analogy, he does so with the active, operative tendency  towards a 
conceived good in mind— and not just the use of a vari ous set of 
arbitrary signs.

The other aim of this introductory chapter is to expand on 
another tendency in Berkeley’s thought that has not previously 
been elaborated and which I believe to be useful in uncovering the 
coherence of his diverse writings and activities. This is the tendency 
to pre sent thinking and acting as participating in (or of) the divin-
ity. Participation in the divinity is what happens, I suggest, when a 
finite spirit understands and conforms in practice to the  will of the 
infinite spirit. This is how Crito pre sents the effects of conscience 
in Alciphron: conscience exists to ‘ennoble Man, and raise him to 
an Imitation and Participation of the Divinity’.38 It could also be 
parsed as loving God, or becoming more fully of God. Elaborat-
ing on this tendency in Berkeley’s thought requires citing a broader 
range of his texts.

37. Roberts, A Metaphysics for the Mob, p. 68.
38. Alciphron, V.28.
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‘Participation of the Divinity’
In an unpublished notebook Berkeley indicates that his philosophi-
cal proj ect is ‘directed to practise and morality, as appears first from 
making manifest the nearness and omnipresence of God’.39 Pro-
moting a ‘pious Sense of the Presence of God’ was one of his chief 
aims in writing the Princi ples of  Human Knowledge.40 Twenty- four 
years  later, Berkeley had the same aims in the Theory of Vision Vin-
dicated, where he noted that, in that age of freethinking, ‘the Notion 
of a watchful, active, intelligent,  free Spirit, with whom we have to 
do, and in whom we live, and move, and have our Being, is not the 
most prevailing in the Books and Conversation even of  those who 
are called Deists’. Therefore, he concludes, ‘I cannot employ myself 
more usefully than in contributing to awaken and possess men with 
a thorough sense of the Deity inspecting, concurring, and in ter est-
ing itself in  human actions and affairs’.41 God is a spirit pre sent to 
us like other spirits, with whose  will ours has to do, and whose con-
currence is required for  human actions to be brought about. This 
spirit takes an interest in us, rather than being detached or indif-
ferent. As Berkeley made clear in the New Theory of Vision and the 
Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, all our knowledge of the world, 
both of its phenomena and of the regularities that underlie  those 
phenomena, is instruction, another person telling us what to do 
for our own good.42 Becoming scientists or natu ral phi los o phers, 
we are being discoursed by God about what is best for us. The lan-
guage of the author of nature tends  towards a conceived good—it is 
active and operative. Berkeley holds true to this conception of the 
phenomenal world and its regularities as an instructive discourse 
delivered by a personalised divinity to the  later stages of his philo-
sophical  career, as Siris, the last of his major works, demonstrates.

The personal, pre sent, active, discoursing God of Berkeley’s 
philosophical world, early and late, is not a concept or belief that 
many of his recent students have shared (I do not share it), and yet 
the presence of this God is so essential to Berkeley’s philosophical, 

39. BL Add MS 39304, f. 4r.
40. Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, §156.
41. Theory of Vision Vindicated, §§2, 8.
42. New Theory of Vision, §147; Princi ples of  Human Knowledge, §§107, 109.
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and indeed personal, enterprise that it must be admitted if we are 
accurately to infer anything about the person or spirit ‘Berkeley’ 
 behind the vari ous concomitant signs which the documents asso-
ciated with his life provide us.43 Perhaps not every one feels that 
Berkeley’s God is an embarrassment, but both  those who do and 
 those who  don’t, I think, have tended to see the specific, even 
idiosyncratic, attributes of Berkeley’s God as of relevance only to 
Berkeley’s metaphysics and philosophical theology. This book  will 
indeed consider what it means, from metaphysical and theological 
points of view, for Berkeley to believe that good  human life is full 
participation in the divinity.44 But another way of thinking about 
participating in the divinity  will also be impor tant, and that is to 
think of participating in the divinity not as a  matter of acquiring 
ideas only, but of acquiring moral, social, and institutional commit-
ments, and indeed privileges. Berkeley’s metaphysics, theology, and 
social philosophy of morally committed and po liti cally privileged 
Anglicanism equally draw on his concept of the end of  human life 
as participation in the divinity.

God is ‘to be considered as related to us’, Berkeley says in the 
notes on moral philosophy contained in one of his notebooks and 
possibly dating from the last years of his life.45 A relationship with 
God is a personal relationship, inasmuch as spirit and person are 
synonymous: identity of the person consists in identity of the  will, 
as Berkeley says, and spirits are, as I have just suggested, fundamen-
tally willing substance.46 Personal relationships with God should 
be loving. Love of God is the first princi ple of religion, Berkeley said 
in a sermon preached in Newport, Rhode Island, in August 1730. 
That love should be shown in vari ous ways, like the love we show to 

43. Atherton, ‘Berkeley without God’, explores the possibility that a distinctively 
Berkeleian world requires only languagelike regularity and not necessarily a God.

44. Herdt, ‘Affective Perfectionism’, p. 44, describes the concept of participation of the 
divinity in the Cambridge Platonists—at least one of whose works, Cudworth’s True Intel-
lectual System of the Universe, Berkeley knew intimately—in terms that could be related 
to Berkeley: ‘The language of “participation” in God is another reminder that friendship 
with God is unique, that  human beings are not in an ontological sense in de pen dent of God. 
[. . .] [F]or the Cambridge Platonists, participation in God’s mind is first and foremost a 
participation in the love of God, not in abstract rules of practical reasoning’.

45. Belfrage, ‘Notes by Berkeley on Moral Philosophy’, p. 7.
46. Notebooks, §194a.
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 human persons for a variety of comparable reasons. One of  these 
kinds of love involves endeavouring to do the  will of another, better 
person: ‘Love of gratitude & re spect to Benefactors and Superiors. 
[. . .] We shew love to superiors & benefactors by consulting their 
honour i.e. by performing their  will, & endeavouring that  others 
perform it’.47 Love of God should produce conformity of our  wills to 
God’s, or obedience, and it  ought to include the endeavour to make 
other  people also conform.48 As Stephen R. L. Clark says, ‘That vir-
tue lies in conformity and obedience is a thought to which we have 
grown unaccustomed’, but it is clearly Berkeley’s view.49 On Whit-
sunday 1751, Berkeley preached in Cloyne and asserted again that 
‘religion is nothing  else but the conforming our faith and practice to 
the  will of god’.50 The manuscript of this sermon asks, ‘What  else is 
the design and aim of vertue or religion, but the making our several 
distinct  wills coincident with, and subordinate to, the one supreme 
 will of God?’51 In the roughly con temporary notes on moral phi-
losophy, conformity to, subordination to, or coincidence with the 
 will of God is said to be happiness and virtue.52 Thirty- five years 
previously, Berkeley had identified charity as that to which our own 
and  others’  wills should be conformed: ‘mutual Charity is what we 
are principally enjoyn’d to practice’ by God.53 As  will be shown in 
discussions of Berkeley’s attitude to trade in the 1710s as a form of 
mutual, charitable interest and of his activity in establishing insti-
tutions for the poor (hospitals, weaving schools, schools), practi-
cally whilst bishop of Cloyne and theoretically as “the Querist”, 
charity is a love of  others that takes an interest in their practice and 

47. LJ, VII.71.
48. One might  here contrast Berkeley’s intuition that we should love our superiors with 

the views of Jacques Abbadie, The Art of Knowing One- Self, pp. 211–12: ‘Man naturally 
hates God,  because he hates the Dependance which submits him to his Dominion, and 
the Law which restrains his Desires. This Abhorrence of the Deity lies hid in the bottom 
of Man’s Heart, or Infirmity and Fear many times conceal it from the Eyes of Reason: This 
inward Aversion perceives a secret Plea sure at any  thing that dares and affronts god; Men 
love  those slights of Wit which scandalize the Divinity’. Abbadie’s view of  human depravity 
in this re spect might offer an insight into the psy chol ogy of freethinking.

49. Clark, ‘God- Appointed Berkeley and the General Good’, p. 245.
50. LJ, VII.136.
51. BL Add MS 39306, f. 212r.
52. Belfrage, ‘Notes by Berkeley on Moral Philosophy’, pp. 6–7.
53. LJ, VII.27–28, sermon ‘On Charity’, spring 1714.
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attempts to bring it into line with a conceived good: charity can be 
an obligation to attempt to change  others’ conduct. Charity is the 
form that love of God takes when God’s superiority is recognised 
and the duty to obey acknowledged.54

Berkeley’s obedience extends beyond the charitable to the disci-
plinary: the obligation to attempt to make  others’ conduct conform 
to the  will of God might require the threat and execution of pun-
ishments. His unwavering commitment to the obligation to obey 
temporal and spiritual authorities is connected to a reverence and 
love for superiors.  These aspects of his thinking  will become evi-
dent in discussions of Passive Obedience (1712) and the Discourse 
Addressed to Magistrates (1738), as well as of Berkeley’s insistence 
on the binding nature of oaths in his Advice to the Tories (1715) and 
elsewhere.  People are obliged to obey their superiors out of love for 
the benefits  those superiors bring— chiefly the benefit of protection. 
If the sovereign’s law protects us, we should love, reverence, and 
obey that sovereign. Likewise, wives should obey husbands, as is 
suggested by an insertion Berkeley makes into one of the texts he 
excerpts for The Ladies Library (1713). And the philosophical elite 
of educationalists and the clerisy should be obeyed on account of 
their superiority.55

As well as the metaphysically challenging notion that God’s 
concurrence is required for individual  human  wills to bring about 
any phenomenal effect— even the tangible and vis i ble ideas of mov-
ing our own bodies, for example— there is this other more broadly 
social sense of what it is for  people to participate in the  will of God: 
entering into a hierarchical network of obligations, dependencies, 
responsibilities. Berkeley shares both of  these interests with Saint 
Paul, prob ably the most significant apostolic example for him. 
Insisting on the participation of the  human in the divine  will, Saint 
Paul says that God works in  people to  will and do his good plea sure 

54. Holtzman, ‘Berkeley’s Two Panaceas’, pp. 479–80, captures this same relationship 
between charity, education, and conformity to God’s  will in Berkeley’s thought. Similar 
attitudes to Berkeley’s can be found in other writers; for example, Henry More, Theological 
Works, p. 263, calls charity, or love of God and man, ‘the highest Participation of Divinity 
that humane Nature is capable of on this side that mysterious Conjunction of the Human-
ity of Christ with the Godhead’.

55. See again the Discourse Addressed to Magistrates, p. 18 (LJ, VI.209) and the atti-
tudes set out in The Querist I.22, §192.
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(Philippians 2:13) and that the faithful are labourers together with 
God (1 Corinthians 3:9). He also insists that the submission of 
wives to husbands should be like the submission of the faithful to 
the Church, that  children should submit to parents and servants to 
masters (Ephesians 5:22–33, 6:1–6), and that apostles should teach 
submission to principalities and magistrates (Titus 3:1). Union 
with God and a life of institutional submission and obedience go 
together. The two belong together in the interpretation of Berke-
ley’s life and work offered in this book. It is therefore an interpreta-
tion that challenges views of Berkeley, such as Michael Brown’s in 
his recent history of The Irish Enlightenment, that he ‘accepted the 
central Enlightenment premise that the  human being was the basic 
unit of analy sis’. Brown argues that ‘Berkeley’s intellectual endeav-
our was directed to defending the faith from within the Enlighten-
ment’s terrain’. Berkeley’s defence of the faith is unquestionable, 
but aligning him with an Enlightenment that displaces God from 
the centre of the known universe glosses over a significant aspect 
of Berkeley’s thought that is at once highly traditional and deeply 
idiosyncratic: his arguments for the nature of the relationship 
between finite and infinite spirits, and the scientific, moral, social, 
and religious consequences of  those arguments.56

Participating in God is not something that all  people or finite 
spirits achieve equally.  There are degrees of participation. As 
Berkeley put it in an undated set of notes for a sermon at Newport, 
‘Some sort of  union with the Godhead in prophets, apostles, all true 
Christians, all men. but with men, Xtians, inspired persons, Xt in 
diff er ent degrees’.57  There is a hierarchy of participation in the 
divinity.58 Berkeley states the belief clearly in a sermon on religious 
zeal delivered during the period 1709 to 1712: ‘As we are Christians 
we are members of a Society which entitles us to certain rights and 
privileges above the rest of mankind. [?] But then we must remem-
ber  those advantages are conveyed unto us in a regular dispensa-
tion by the hands of a Hierarchy constituted by the Apostles, and 

56. Brown, The Irish Enlightenment, pp. 92–93.
57. LJ, VII.61.
58. For a description of Berkeley’s  mental universe as hierarchical, see Charles, ‘Berke-

ley polémiste’, p. 414.
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from them continued down to us in a perpetual succession’.59 Not 
only is this hierarchy metaphysical, but it  will have consequences 
for the privileges into which certain  people are admitted. Berkeley’s 
‘Address on Confirmation’ identifies a twofold meaning of the king-
dom of Christ into which the confirmed are entering:

[T]he  whole world or universe may be said to compose the kingdom of 
Christ. But secondly, besides this large and general sense, the Kingdom 
of Christ is also taken in a more narrow sense as it signifies his church. 
The Christian church, I say, is in a peculiar sense his kingdom being 
a Society of persons, not only subject to his power, but also conform-
ing themselves to his  will, living according to his precepts, and thereby 
entitled to the promises of his gospel.60

The Church is a social organisation founded on subjection and 
obedience to the  will of a sovereign. The members of that society 
must endeavour to conform to the  will of the sovereign in prac-
tice.  Doing so gives them an entitlement not just to protection 
but to reward. Berkeley  here specifies the promises of the gospel. 
But membership in the Church confers temporal privileges also, 
and Berkeley worked throughout his life to guard  those privileges 
against the incursions of freethinkers, whom Berkeley feared as an 
internal  enemy, and of worldly minded politicians. He understood 
Anglican Protestantism to be in competition with Catholicism and 
dissent.61 Even if, in his more ecumenical attitudes in  later life, 
Berkeley would consider extending some of the practical, temporal 
privileges of membership of his church to  others (primarily Irish 
Catholics),  those privileges  were only ever to be shared in part, and 

59. LJ, VII.20. The question mark indicates illegible material in the MS.
60. LJ, VII.169.
61. Hill, ‘Freethinking and Libertinism, pp. 58–59, suggests that ‘so widespread was the 

radical idea that religion had been in ven ted to keep the lower  orders in place that defend-
ers of Chris tian ity took it over’ by presenting the capacity of a  future state of rewards and 
punishments to maintain social subordination as a good  thing. In considering confession 
as a central aspect of Berkeley’s thought and practice, I take a diff er ent view from Brown,  
The Irish Enlightenment, p. 20, who says of Toland, Berkeley, and Arthur O’Leary that 
‘[f]or none of  these writers was confession a determining facet of their intellectual ambi-
tion, but a strategic and specific prob lem encountered when applying Enlightenment 
methods to the context of eighteenth- century Ireland’.
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only ever as part of the proj ect of winning  others not just to the 
Church but to the Protestant church.

To participate in the divinity is to be a member of a hierarchical soci-
ety that confers privileges in both this world and the next. That society 
has practical, embodied forms in the Church and its established insti-
tutions, and also in the institutions of educational establishments— 
schools, colleges, libraries, learned socie ties—as documented in char-
ters and rules. Berkeley’s participation in the divinity through such 
social institutions forms a major part of this study. His major philo-
sophical works testify to a belief in an infinite mind creating lawlike 
regularities in the succession of ideas in finite spirits, instructing them 
in how to behave for their own good, and demanding love and re spect. 
So too do Berkeley’s works of moral, social, and religious philosophy 
and his actions in shaping the institutions of social and religious life 
testify to his conception of the infinite spirit. The inequalities pro-
duced by his enactment of his beliefs are also a concern of this study: 
whilst the  people subordinated to Berkeley’s privilege (Irish Catholics, 
 women, enslaved  people) have not displaced him from the centre of 
this narrative, I hope at least to do more to recognise the consequences 
of Berkeley’s practice for the lives of other  people.

A passage that Berkeley excerpted from Isaac Barrow when com-
piling the anthology The Ladies Library in 1713 suggests what it 
meant to be admitted into the society of the Church on the occasion 
of confirmation, when one first takes the sacrament. In this ritual, 
confirmands commit themselves to an organised society through 
communion with Christ, and also with other communicants, when 
they sacramentally partake of his body:

The Sacrament of the Lords Supper declares that Union, which good 
Christians partaking of it, have with Christ; their Mystical Insertion 
into Him by a close Dependence upon him for Spiritual Life, Mercy, 
Grace, and Salvation; a constant adherence to him by Faith and Obe-
dience; a near Conformity to him in Mind and Affection; an insepa-
rable Conjunction with him by the strictest Bonds of Fidelity, and by 
the most endearing Relations. [. . .] We in the outward Action partake 
of the Symbols representing our Saviour’s Body and Blood: We in the 
Spiritual Intentions communicate of his very Person, being according 
to the Manner insinuated, intimately united to him.
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By this Sacrament consequently is Signify’d and Seal’d that Union 
which is among our Saviour’s true Disciples communicating therein; 
their being together united in consent of Mind and Unity of Faith, in 
mutual Good  Will and Affection, in Hope and Tendency to the same 
blessed End; in Spiritual Brotherhood and Society, especially upon 
Account of their Communion with Christ, which most closely ties them 
to one another. They partaking of this individual Food, become trans-
lated as it  were with one Body and Substance; Seeing, says St. Paul, we 
being many are one Bread and one Body, or all of us do partake of one 
Bread.62

What Barrow says of communion is very close to what Berkeley 
says of unity in the divine intellect in Siris. All properties of mind 
in lower  orders of being are derived from the infinite mind, and the 
true student of nature looks up from study of the physical world 
to see that ‘the mind contains all, and acts all, and is to all created 
beings the source of unity and identity, harmony and order, exis-
tence and stability’.63 Communion with God is being in God; being 
in God is the only nonmeta phorical way in which one  thing can be 
in another, as it is the participation of finite spirits in the infinite 
spirit.64 Sharing in the nature of God is a social commitment in 
Barrow, and  will appear to be so in Berkeley’s practice.

It is not trivial that  those who take communion become commu-
nicants. Berkeley’s theory of communication— God and other spir-
its continually and actively discoursing with one another through 
signs and with some conceived good in view—is a theory of com-
munion, of bringing  wills into conformity with one another in the 
pro cess of forming a religious brotherhood or society obedient to 
God. Participation in the divinity understood in the sense I have 

62. Ladies Library, III.360, excerpting Barrow, ‘The Eucharist’, in A Brief Exposition 
of the Lord’s Prayer and the Decalogue, pp. 238–67, closing with a citation of 1 Corinthians 
10:17.

63. Siris, §295.
64. The point I am making  here is more or less the same as Roberts’s when he says in 

A Metaphysics for the Mob, pp. 74–75: ‘Our basic epistemological relation to real ity must 
be conceived of as a relation to another mind [. . .] our basic epistemological link to real ity 
is attitudinal in nature’. Malebranche, The Search  after Truth, p. 230, suggests that minds 
are in God as extension is in space.
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just specified is the consistent aim of Berkeley’s diverse activities 
and his ambition to do good as a phi los o pher and churchman.

Itinerary
The following chapters are an attempt to interpret the documen-
tary remains of Berkeley’s life so as to give a characterisation of 
his thought and to show that his practice also testifies to some of 
the same overriding concerns— the omnipresence of God, the com-
munication of spirits’ intentions for one another through more or 
less regular and predictable signs, and the mutual dependence of 
the creation in a system of obligations and responsibilities, with all 
ultimately depending on God. Some chapters offer chronologically 
organised accounts of epochs in Berkeley’s life, often ending with 
a change of residence; publications are placed in the context of the 
philosophical discourses in which they participate, and also of the 
personal relationships and institutional and po liti cal frameworks 
that sustained Berkeley.

Chapter 2 considers Berkeley’s early life in Protestant educa-
tional institutions in a period when the effects of the civil wars and 
the War of the Two Kings  were still keenly felt. It reconstructs the 
syllabus he worked from and the examinations he passed to become 
a fellow and also relates his early sermons and other writings to the 
scientific culture of Trinity College. The chapter culminates in an 
account of the New Theory of Vision as an exploration of laws of 
nature. Chapter 4 places Berkeley’s book on moral law as it relates 
to po liti cal obligation in a variety of contexts: his recommendation 
to John Percival and discussion of the po liti cal writings of William 
Higden; student politics and discipline at TCD; and his frequent 
insistence on loyalty and the obligations of the clergy to encour-
age it. It concludes that, what ever the failings of Berkeley’s rhe-
torical strategy, he cannot be considered other than a loyalist to 
Queen Anne and the Hanoverian succession. Berkeley’s personal 
connection with Tories associated with Jacobitism is evident, how-
ever, in the connections he forged in the 1710s, one of the subjects 
explored in chapter 6. As well as meeting Matthew Prior and the 
Earl of Peterborough, Berkeley was friendly with the Whigs Rich-
ard Steele and Joseph Addison. This period (1713–1716) is one in 
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which Berkeley attempted to use new and diff er ent publication 
media (dialogues, the essay, an anthology) to promote his ideas 
and then travelled to Italy by accepting an appointment in public 
life. This visit to Italy, particularly the time Berkeley spent in the 
trading colony of Livorno, was the occasion of his early engage-
ment with missionary Anglicanism in a commercial world order, as 
shown in the sermons he preached  there.

In a dif fer ent role, as tutor to St George Ashe Jr, Berkeley 
returned to Italy as one of a party that completed one of the lon-
gest tours of the country of the early eigh teenth  century, described 
in chapter 8. Taking in the full length of the peninsula, Berkeley 
reflected in his notebooks of this period on the relationship between 
architecture, custom, and modes of po liti cal organisation, and he 
considered the role of artworks in an economy, including the tour-
ist and educational economies. He expressed fairly typical Protes-
tant attitudes to what he regarded as Catholic superstition.  There 
is  little trace of the thinking that lay  behind the essay on motion 
that Berkeley composed at this time or Part II of his Princi ples of 
 Human Knowledge, said to have been lost on the road. But his Essay 
 towards Preventing the Ruine of  Great Britain begins to express 
his concerns about the corrupting effects of a consumption- based 
economy. Chapter 10 places Berkeley’s scheme of founding St Paul’s 
College, Bermuda, a university for colonists and Native Americans 
taken from mainland Amer i ca, in the context of the major existing 
institutions for colonial and Native education, particularly the Col-
lege of William and Mary.65 Though previously often presented as 
whimsical, I suggest that Berkeley’s plans  were quite typical of mis-
sionary Anglican educational work. The chapter closes by noting the 
practical difficulty of retiring from a globalised commercial world 
to an institution of polite learning, given the de pen dency of such 
institutions on income from that world, and traces the afterlives of 
Berkeley’s scheme in the island of St Kitts and the colony of Georgia.

From 1713 to 1731, Berkeley travelled widely; then, from 1734 to 
1752, he rarely left Cloyne, of which he was made bishop in 1734. 

65. I use the term ‘Native American’ rather than ‘indigenous American’ or ‘American 
Indian’ throughout this book without thereby wishing to express a view on the politics of 
the terminology and in the hope of achieving a respectful neutrality of reference.
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Chapters 13 and 15 focus on groups of activities and associated texts 
from this long period in which Berkeley for the first time in his 
adult life lived in a majority- Catholic area of Ireland. Chapter 13 
considers Berkeley’s schemes for converting the Catholic popula-
tion, persuading them of their loyalty to the House of Hanover in 
the case of a Jacobite invasion, and training a militia for  those same 
circumstances. Its focus, however, is on the threat to the estab-
lished church from irreligious statesmen seeking to abolish the 
Tests (the acts of Parliament that made being a communicant in the 
Church of  England a condition of holding public office) and vari ous 
groups, from pragmatic politicians to diabolical freethinkers, chal-
lenging the po liti cal authority of the Church. Berkeley is shown to 
be a defender of the civil authority of the religious  orders and the 
right to police conscience. Chapter 15 focuses on the therapeutic 
role Berkeley cultivated as a phi los o pher and churchman to regu-
late not only the national economy and the spirit or momentum of 
the country through his socioeconomic text The Querist but also 
the bodies and minds of individuals through his recommendations 
for drinking tar- water and the philosophical reflections that make 
up most of his last major work, Siris. Berkeley’s mode of writing 
in Siris is rather diff er ent to many of his previous works. Besides 
citing more authorities and deploying a far larger vocabulary, his 
analy sis of the physical world seems very dif fer ent—he makes 
aether the first register of spiritual  causes in the phenomenal world. 
Nonetheless, this late text is shown to demonstrate Berkeley’s per-
sis tent concern with the expressive and communicative nature of 
the phenomenal world and of the dependence of finite minds on 
the infinite mind. Berkeley’s interest in systematic but not perfectly 
predictable phenomena, such as the weather, is related to his belief 
in a  free and even idiosyncratic deity.

 These are the principal chronological chapters of the book, and 
a reader wishing to pro gress through the narrative of Berkeley’s 
life could focus on them. Other chapters of this study focus more 
exclusively on a work or set of works that are highly characteristic 
of a par tic u lar moment in Berkeley’s  career and offer an account 
of the pressures to which Berkeley was responding in composing 
them. So, in chapter 3, the key features of what Berkeley calls his 
‘new doctrine’ are set out and a reconstruction offered of some 
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ele ments of the  later stages of the formulation of that doctrine, 
based on Berkeley’s philosophical notebooks and the Manuscript 
Introduction to the Princi ples of  Human Knowledge. This new 
doctrine is presented as a response to the philosophical challenge 
of a dualist conception of the world that seemed to Berkeley to 
open up a gap between  things as they are in themselves and  things 
as we perceive them that had been exploited by sceptics and free-
thinkers. It was also a response to some old and some new con-
ceptions of the phi los o pher as moral- religious guide, as scientist, 
and as iconoclast. I pre sent what remains for many the counterin-
tuitive central claim of immaterialism as a success from the point 
of view of the internal consistency of Berkeley’s thought, and yet 
as a (strangely unanticipated) failure from the programmatic and 
rhetorical point of view of stemming a rising tide of atheism and 
scepticism.

Chapter 11, focusing on Alciphron, considers Berkeley’s major 
work of Christian apology, which came at roughly the midpoint of 
his  career as a writer and churchman. The dialogues pre sent, in 
the opposition of freethinkers and right- thinkers, the antagonistic 
habits of thinking and practices of living on which Berkeley had 
already been writing occasionally for twenty years. The freethinkers 
 were lazy sceptics, quick to doubt biblical chronology and provi-
dential history on evidence they did not subject to the same degree 
of critical scrutiny as scripture. They  were badly cultivated  humans, 
to use the dominant agricultural meta phor of the book, and closely 
aligned with calculating office workers. They are cast into the shade 
by the arguments of Crito and, most of all, Euphranor, the genteel 
farmer of elevated and enlarged views. As well as recapitulating 
arguments for conceiving of vision as a language, the text points 
forward to Berkeley’s concerns of the 1730s onwards— the health of 
individuals and social groups, the reasonableness of accepting local 
prejudices when guided by superiors, and the meaning of patrio-
tism and how to practise it. Immediately following this chapter, I 
survey Berkeley’s thinking about language and speech and suggest 
that throughout his  career Berkeley remained interested in their 
use in motivating and encouraging other agents to adopt attitudes 
and engage in practices,  whether or not the terms employed in a 
discourse signify ideas, or something  else, or nothing at all.
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Still other chapters reconstruct aspects of Berkeley’s practice 
that have been  little studied or understood from a perspective that 
stretches across his life, and they draw variously on philosophical 
writings, miscellaneous published writings, correspondence and 
manuscripts by Berkeley and  others, and testimony about Berkeley. 
Chapter 5 suggests that Berkeley might be understood as a phi los o-
pher of education who worked through formal and informal institu-
tions to shape  people, especially the nobility and the clergy, for their 
public responsibilities. The chapter relates Berkeley’s educational 
proj ects to works by Fénelon, Mary Astell, and John Locke. Chap-
ter 7 gathers reflections from Berkeley’s time in Italy, Amer i ca, and 
Cloyne to assess his attitude to Roman Catholics, Native Americans, 
and enslaved  people. He criticised Catholic superstition and ritual 
for their defiance of the evident regularity of phenomena and the 
instruction it offers to produce health. I suggest that Berkeley, when 
planning his Bermuda proj ect, made no obvious effort to engage 
with the existing body of lit er a ture that described the cultural life of 
Native Americans, and that he made similarly  little effort to learn 
about that culture when he engaged with Native Americans whilst 
in Rhode Island. Drawing on research by Travis Glasson, I note that 
Berkeley’s time in Rhode Island also likely served to entrench the 
institution of slavery, and that his vision of the public good hap-
pily encompassed temporary servitude and forced  labour, which 
he presented as continuous with slavery (rather than more sharply 
distinguished from it, as in Locke or Pufendorf).

Berkeley would have spent a  great deal of time more or less 
exclusively in the com pany of his wife Anne Forster/Berkeley whilst 
in Rhode Island. In chapter 9, I offer a thorough revision of pre-
vious accounts of Anne by studying character sketches written by 
her and preserved in the Berkeley Papers, as well as translations of 
Fénelon that, I propose, she produced. I also offer a detailed sketch 
of Anne Donnellan, to whom Berkeley  earlier proposed, and con-
sider the evaluations that both Annes made of Berkeley’s character: 
though they describe him as disputatious, destructive, and slightly 
disappointing, both remember him with loyalty. Chapter 14, the 
final thematic chapter, concerns Berkeley’s daily habits: his early 
rising; his pre sen ta tion in Three Dialogues, Alciphron, and else-
where of the philosophical benefits of early rising; his attitudes to 
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eating and drinking; and his reported failure to manage his own 
appetites. The chapter explores the discipline of Berkeley’s daily 
practice, relating it to the social discipline he was unafraid to evoke. 
The book closes with chapter 15’s study of the relationships between 
Berkeley’s  widow and  children with Catherine Talbot— the writer, 
intellectual, and  daughter of Berkeley’s deceased friend Charles 
Talbot— and with a conclusion that insists on the provisional nature 
of my interpretation of Berkeley’s personality.



[ 575 ]

index

A. and J. Churchill, London, 52
Abbadie, Jacques, 16n48
abolitionism. See slavery
absolutism, 194, 477
abstraction, 54, 56, 71–72, 116, 498n153; 

and Collins, 59; critique of, 88–89, 
110–11; and language, 88, 89; and 
Locke, 89, 406; mathematical, 399–410; 
and mind, 93–94; and motion, 272; 
and propositions, 96; and seeming 
and being, 90

Acad emy of Philadelphia, 153
Addison, Joseph, 22, 148, 174, 194, 252; 

Cato, 194, 195, 446; and immaterialism, 
113; and mathe matics, 401; Remarks on 
Several Parts of Italy, 254, 266–67; and 
Swift, 194; on Venice, 267, 268

aesthetics, 259–60, 280, 374, 481. See also 
arts; beauty; taste

aether, 24, 115, 484, 485, 486, 488, 490
Africans, 331–32, 532. See also black 

 people; slaves
agriculture, 169, 254, 265, 306; and William 

Berkeley, 29; and Bermuda college, 
228; and charity, 460; and civic man-
agement, 265; and farmers, 457; and 
Fénelon, 460; and law, 480; as meta-
phor, 25, 368–69, 368n25; and Native 
Americans, 228; and Thomas Prior, 
457; and Royal Dublin Society, 457–58, 
460; and Swift, 456; and tarantism, 
283; and tithe of agistment, 462.  
See also sugar; tobacco

air, 115, 484, 485–86, 487, 488, 489, 491
Airaksinen, Timo, 484, 498, 501
Albany, 336
alchemy, 486, 489
Alcinous, 492, 496
alcohol, 439, 445–46, 472–73, 483
algebra, 41, 52, 53, 54, 96, 104, 400–401. 

See also mathe matics

algebraic games, 52–53, 60, 79, 209, 445
Allestree, Richard: The Government of 

the Tongue, 188; The Ladies Calling, 
188, 512

Amer i ca: Anglican church in, 149, 151; 
Catholics in, 271, 362; colleges and 
universities of, 150, 315, 338, 339–40, 
348; colonies in, 153, 155, 270, 315, 342, 
351; and commerce, 270; conversion 
to Protestantism in, 232; corrupt 
British presence in, 270; diff er ent 
Christian confessions in, 224–25; 
education in, 315; frontiersmen of, 
270; and GB’s disaffection, 399; GB’s 
return from, 348, 391, 398; GB’s travels 
to, 2, 26, 140, 210, 212, 217, 223–42, 
269, 294, 311, 319, 351, 378; husband-
men of, 270; and The Ladies Library, 
188; planters in, 353; religion in, 
224–26; Siris in, 503; and territorial 
consolidation, 411; university system 
of, 315; and westward expansion, 270

Anabaptists, 224
Anacreon, 41
analogy, 12, 180, 376–77, 509
anarchy, 122, 123, 124, 146
Anaximenes, 487
Anglicanism, 126n20, 193, 359, 491; and 

Bermuda, 314, 420; and Bermuda proj-
ect, 210, 224; colonial proj ect of, 243; 
expansion of, 206; and freethinking, 
181, 360; high- church vs. low- church, 
182; and Livorno/Leghorn, 202; and 
missionaries, 23, 201–3, 338–39, 350, 
420, 531; and participation in divin-
ity, 15; and saints and martyrs, 203; 
and sociability, 187; and social pater-
nalism, 169; and Swift, 182. See also 
Church of  England

Anglo- Irish, 216, 219, 393, 530
animal economy, 186, 278, 451



[ 576 ] index

animals, 89, 103, 185, 282, 360, 371, 484, 
495, 503. See also bodies

animal spirit/soul, 282, 486, 490, 538
Anne, Queen, 22, 119, 174, 195, 197, 202, 

203, 293, 463, 469
Annesley, Dorothea, 156
Anon., Anti- Siris, 494
Anon., ‘Memoirs of Dr Berkeley written 

by a Friend,’ 441
Anon., The Religion of Reason, 298
antinomianism, 423
anti- Ramists, 40
appetites, 360, 454; correction of, 532; 

and custom, 471; denial of, 147; direc-
tion of, 455; and economy, 469–74; and 
education, 162, 367, 369, 471; encour-
agement and restraint of, 469–74; 
and enlarged views, 186; formation of, 
471; and forming of wants, 471; and 
freethinking, 360, 363, 533; GB’s fail-
ure to manage, 27; and God as cause, 
356; as guide, 161; and immortality, 
163; indulgence of, 446, 447; and Irish, 
456; King on, 62, 63; and Locke, 161, 
162, 164; as managed for public goods, 
450; and marriage, 287; mastery of, 
371; and  music, 482; natu ral, 161, 287; 
natu ral vs. acquired, 164; pleasures of, 
448; and reason, 446, 448, 452; regula-
tion of, 452; social, 185, 495; as uni-
versal, 168; and virtue, 366; wrongly 
directed, 410, 451

Aquinas, Thomas, 377
Arabic, 34
Arbuthnot, John, 113, 174
architecture, 23, 200, 201, 261–63, 266, 

323
aristocracy, 235, 252, 368; and education, 

145, 161; and freethinking, 371–72, 373; 
and honour, 371–72; naturalisation of, 
143; patronage from, 536; and Shaft-
esbury, 368, 368n24. See also gentry; 
nobility

Aristotelian logic, 101n76
Aristotelian metaphysics, 103
Aristotelian physics, 100
Aristotelians, 40, 100
Aristotelian- scholastic philosophy, 107

Aristotle, 39, 42, 83, 99, 101, 102, 103, 272, 
487; De Anima, 497; De sophisticis 
elenchis, 103; Nicomachean ethics, 369

arithmetic, 189, 408
artisans, 457
art objects, 260, 481
art(s), 256–64; applied, 459; and culture, 

263; Dutch masters, 481; and econ-
omy, 23; fine, 149, 256, 448–49, 454; 
and Flemish masters, 481; masculine 
vs. feminine in, 260; mechanical, 154; 
modern vs. ancient, 259; patrons of, 
331; and public good, 260; and reason, 
260; and social health, 263–64; and 
society, 256; taste for, 200; useful, 256, 
458, 481; and virtue, 260; visual, 254, 
323. See also aesthetics; beauty

Ascoli, 221, 275
Ashe, Mr, 327
Ashe, St George, 38, 46–47, 104, 119, 

137–38
Ashe, St George, Jr, 23, 38, 148–49, 252, 

253
Ashworth, E. J., 94n51
Astell, Mary, 26, 146, 161, 163, 165, 166; 

A Serious Proposal to the Ladies, 188
astronomy, 28, 47, 83
atheism, 167, 179, 210, 353–54, 410, 440, 

533; and ancient philosophy, 499; and 
custom, 213; and freethinking, 268, 
360; and immaterialism, 25, 86–87, 
114, 179, 537; and impious oaths, 416; 
and King, 63, 473; and materialists, 
114; and radical enlightenment, 534; 
and reason, 364; and Swift, 182, 466

Atherton, Margaret, 10n29, 15n43
Atkin, Walter, 426
atmosphere, 28, 50, 51, 104, 485, 506
atomism, 107, 499–500
Atterbury, Francis, 180, 194–95
Atterbury plot, 432
attraction, of  matter. See  matter
augury, 502
Augustine, 431, 487
Aulus Gellius, Attic Nights, 255
Austin, J. L., 384
authority, 24, 117, 250; Aristotle as, 101, 

103; of Bible, 364; challenges to, 109, 



index [ 577 ]

533; and choice, 64; and Chris tian ity, 
417–18, 431; of Church of  England, 
405, 410, 411, 414, 421, 466, 467; civil, 
134, 135–36; of clergy, 415, 429, 455; 
commitment to, 99; deference to, 
190–92; and ends, 103; and freethink-
ing, 181, 504, 533; of God, 110, 193, 
430–31, 493, 495, 533; of government, 
123; guidance of, 64; and Henry Hyde, 
First Earl of Clarendon, 143; of king, 
137; and The Ladies Library, 188; and 
landownership, 469; and language, 
99; legitimacy of, 111; and Locke, 178; 
in  matters of faith, 361; obedience to, 
17–18, 417–18, 433; over faith, 361; 
personal, 145; and personal, familial 
relationship, 99; in philosophy, 103; 
and pope, 267, 429, 431; as preserving 
order, 110; of religion, 534; and Roman 
Catholics, 434; sovereign, 495; spiri-
tual, 391; of state, 202; submission 
to, 147, 431–32; subordination to, 115; 
temporal, 241, 391, 431–32, 433; terms 
accepted on, 110. See also hierarchy; 
obedience; subordination

Bacon, Francis, 39, 84, 453, 454; Advance-
ment of Learning, 103

Balbus the Stoic, 496
Ball, Elisabeth, 242
Ballysinode, estate in, 522
Bank of Amsterdam, 477
Bank of  England, 476
Bank of Venice, 477
banks, 352, 471, 479. See also national bank
baptism, of slaves. See slaves
Baptist, Rachel, 242
Barbados, 233
Barberini Palace, 259–60
Barnard, Toby, 519
Baronius (Robert Baron), Metaphysics, 

41, 41n36
Barrow, Isaac, 20, 21, 83; A Brief Exposi-

tion of the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Decalogue, 188

Bathurst, Lord, 413, 419
Battie, Dr, 528
Baxter, Theodore, 119n1

Bayle, Pierre, 84
Beal, Melvin W., 382n8
beauty: in art, 259, 260, 261–62, 266, 267; 

of Bermuda, 309, 313; of creation, 
109; and heavenly views, 175–76; and 
higher beings, 128; moral, 184, 377, 
388; and morality, 129, 184, 367, 371, 
388; of nature, 369, 371; and reason, 
164, 374; relative nature of, 374; vis i-
ble, 374; of visual world, 175. See also 
aesthetics; arts

Belfrage, Bertil, 80
Belitha, Mr, 331
Belturbet School, 30
Bennet, Benjamin, 327
Benson, Martin, 158, 210, 224, 234, 335, 

350, 413, 414, 420, 421, 422, 514
Berkeley, Agnes (slave), 234, 242
Berkeley, Anne Forster (wife), 248,  

293–307, 514; agricultural  labour 
directed by, 461; and Alciphron, 
362–63; and Eliza Berkeley, 302–3, 
451, 519, 520; and George Berkeley, 
Jr, 302, 303, 440, 441–42, 445, 515, 
519–20; George Berkeley, Jr’s cor-
respondence with, 3, 298, 300, 423, 
424, 446–47, 460, 519–20; and Henry 
Berkeley, 520, 521; and Julia Berkeley, 
520, 527, 529; birth of, 293; in Boston, 
444; character of, 294–95, 302–3, 519, 
520; character sketches of Irish deans 
by, 295–97; and charity, 460;  children 
of, 27, 306–7, 395; and  children’s edu-
cation, 156; cloth production by, 350; 
The Contrast, 297, 302, 362; death 
of, 521; in Dublin, 521, 529; and early 
rising, 440, 441–43; and familial love, 
451;  family of, 293; farming by, 169; 
in France, 298; and freethinkers as 
crypto- Catholics, 181; and GB as tem-
perate drinker, 445; and GB’s  career, 
398; and GB’s death, 512, 519; and 
GB’s diet, 446–47; and GB’s gentil-
ity, 29; and GB’s gout, 448; and GB’s 
remains, 512; and Gervais, 481–82; 
Adam Gordon’s correspondence with, 
297, 298, 300; health of, 395; in Holy-
well, 510n2; William Samuel 



[ 578 ] index

Berkeley, Anne Forster (wife) (continued )
 Johnson’s correspondence with, 299, 

423; marriage of, 303–7, 334; and 
Matthew 6:24, 296, 298, 300; and 
Maxims Concerning Patriotism, 435; 
and Methodism, 423–24; miscarriages 
of, 306; in Newport, RI, 225; and 
ordering of day, 443; and participation 
in God, 294–95; reading of, 298; in 
Rhode Island, 26; and satire, 295–97, 
362–63, 393; and Shaftesbury, 183n26, 
297; and St Paul’s College Bermuda, 
323; and Catherine Talbot, 292, 515; 
and tests of authority, 302; and tex-
tile manufacture, 460; translation of 
Madame de Guyon, 301; translations 
of Fénelon, 26, 297, 298–302; on Van 
Homrigh, 317, 318; and Walpole, 331

Berkeley, Anthony (slave), 234, 242
Berkeley, Captain George, 201–2n82, 

399n22
Berkeley, Edward (slave), 234, 242
Berkeley, Eliza Frinsham, 144; on arts 

instruction, 155, 449; and Anne For-
ster Berkeley, 302–3, 451, 519, 520; 
and George Monck Berkeley, 29, 31; 
on William Berkeley (GB’s  brother), 
30; on William Berkeley (GB’s  father), 
29, 30; and Bermuda proj ect fund-
ing, 330; and care for Henry and Julia 
Berkeley, 521–22; and Anne Donnel-
lan, 292; and GB and rank, 372n37; 
on GB’s conflicts with  others, 210; 
marriage of, 303; on Pasquilino, 156, 
449; on servants, 155n40; and Shaft-
esbury, 183; ‘A Singular Tale of Love 
in High Life,’ 518–19;  sister of, 522; 
on Catherine Talbot, 518–19;  will of, 
157n45, 521, 529

Berkeley, George
and alcohol, 445–46
alleged whimsicality of, 23, 391, 

395, 399
anti- scholastic persona of, 99, 102
art collection of, 481
and arts, 257–58
and Bermuda scheme (see Ber-

muda proj ect; St Paul’s Col-
lege Bermuda)

biographical sketch of by William 
Price, 158n50, 456n4

biography of, 3–4, 12, 13
birth of, 1, 29, 30, 32, 530
books and papers of, 522
burial instructions of, 453–54, 511
 career of, 118, 139, 326; and absence 

from deanery, 393; and absence 
from Trinity College Dublin, 
197, 246n9, 252; and alleged 
po liti cal disaffection, 118, 128, 
136, 246, 247, 248–51, 252, 391, 
394, 395, 399; and Arboe, 316; 
and Artrea, 316; as bishop of 
Cloyne, 1, 3, 23, 30, 115–16, 156, 
217, 391, 396, 399, 415, 425–28, 
462, 481, 537; and bishopric of 
Clogher, 398; and bishoprics, 
252, 394; and canonry, 252; 
and canonry at Christ Church, 
537; as chaplain to Peterbor-
ough, 195, 197, 198–99, 203; 
and circles of patronage, 59; 
and deanship of Christchurch, 
159, 394; and Derry deanery, 
115, 316–17, 335, 339, 395, 398; 
and Down deanery, 392–94, 
396; and Dromore deanery, 
315–16; and Dublin Philosophi-
cal Society, 104; in education, 
103, 109, 144, 147; in  England, 
393; and Irish Lords committee 
on religion, 475; at Kilkenny 
College, 310; as librarian at 
Trinity College Dublin, 45; and 
life of retirement, 443–44; and 
living of St Paul’s in Dublin, 247, 
248–51; ordination of, 38, 58, 
137–38; and Oxford scheme, 
394, 399, 505, 519; as preacher, 
147; and preferment, 251, 252, 
392–99, 536; and Primacy 
or Archbishopric of Dublin, 
398–99; as sabotaged by self, 
397–98; and Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowl-
edge, 223; society memberships 
of, 109; and Trinity College, 
Dublin, 1, 310, 394, 396–97; at 



index [ 579 ]

Trinity College Dublin, 530; 
at Trinity College Dublin as 
educator, 36; as Trinity Col-
lege Dublin fellow, 22, 45–46, 
103, 119, 143, 316; as Trinity 
College Dublin ju nior dean, 3, 
119, 119n2, 147; as Trinity Col-
lege Dublin ju nior proctor, 119; 
as tutor to St George Ashe Jr, 
23, 148–49, 252, 310–11; and 
vice- chancellor post at Trinity 
College Dublin, 147; and war-
denship of Tuam, 397

character of, 3–4, 23, 26, 27, 106, 
111, 112, 116, 209, 210, 288–89, 
291, 292, 391, 395, 397–98, 399, 
428, 533

 children of, 27, 306–7, 449
and  children’s education, 3, 155–58, 

160
daily habits of, 26–27, 437–54
death of, 1, 3, 301, 423, 440, 442, 447, 

511–12, 514, 519, 520, 522, 527
design by, 256–57
diet of, 446–47, 448, 452, 454
documentation about, 2–3
and donation of books to Harvard 

College, 150, 151, 152
and donation of books to Yale Col-

lege, 150, 216n22
drawing by, 200, 256–57
and Dublin Society, 459–60
and early rising, 397, 438–43, 444, 

445, 454, 530
education of, 2, 22, 530; at 

Kilkenny College, 32, 33–37, 
530; at Trinity College Dublin, 
1, 37–49, 530

Eliza Berkeley on, 303
and exercise, 447–48
and  family at Leghorn/Livorno, 

201–2n82
 family life of, 3
favourite walk of, 447
finances of, 44, 187, 315, 316–19, 394, 

395–96, 397, 399n22, 427, 451
grand father of, 29, 30
grand mother of, 31n13
and Greek medal, 34

as hanging self, 452–53
and harmony with  others, 128, 165, 

204
health and illnesses of, 174, 305, 

397, 398, 441, 447–49, 505
Irishness of, 214, 215
and journalism, 115
letters and correspondence of: 

from Amer i ca, 226; to John 
Arbuthnot, 255–56; from Mar-
tin Benson, 158; from Martin 
Benson, 23 June 1729, 234; to 
Martin Benson, 422; to Martin 
Benson, 11 April 1729, 224; 
to Tomasso Campailla, 271; 
to Richard Dalton, 1741, 304, 
522; to Dublin Journal, 433; 
to Dublin Journal, April 1750, 
506; with Isaac Gervais, 481–
82; to Isaac Gervais, 6 Sep-
tember 1743, 156; to Isaac Ger-
vais, 16 March 1744, 432; from 
Edmund Gibson, 9 July 1735, 
412; to John James, 159, 532; 
to John James, 7 June 1741, 
203; to John James, 1741, 304, 
305; to Samuel Johnson, 441; 
to William King, 18 April 1710, 
137–38; with Richard Lloyd, 
422–23; from Newport, RI, 224; 
to John Percival, 174, 224, 252, 
319–20; to John Percival, 22 
September 1709, 445; to John 
Percival, 21 October 1709, 120, 
122, 124; to John Percival, 1 
March 1709/10, 376–77; to 
John Percival, 1 March 1710, 
124, 136–37; to John Percival, 
16 April 1713, 194; to John Per-
cival, 28 July 1715, 244; from 
John Percival, 2 August 1715, 
244–45; to John Percival, 9 
August 1715, 245; to John 
Percival, 18 August 1715, 245; 
to John Percival, 22 Septem-
ber 1715, 245; to John Percival, 
26 September 1715, 245; to 
John Percival, May 1716, 247; to 
John Percival, 26 May 1716, 



[ 580 ] index

letters and correspondence of 
(continued )

 248; to John Percival, 1 March, 
1717, 253, 449; to John Percival, 
6 April, 1717, 253; to John 
Percival, 18 June 1717, 262–63; 
to John Percival, 1 September, 
1717, 253; to John Percival, 26 
April, 1718, 253; to John Per-
cival, 9–20 July, 1718, 253; to 
John Percival, 4 March 1723, 
308–10, 315; to John Percival, 
10 February 1726, 233; to John 
Percival, 24 June 1726, 306–7; 
to John Percival, 3 Septem-
ber 1728, 294; to John Percival, 
29 March 1730, 335, 444; to 
John Percival, Jr, 24 Janu-
ary 1742, 480; to John Percival, 
Jr, 26 March 1742, 480; to John 
Percival, 3 December 1747, 288; 
in Philosophical Transactions 
of the Royal Society of London, 
255–56; to Alexander Pope, 
22 October, 1717, 253; with 
Thomas Prior, 433; to Thomas 
Prior, 459; to Thomas Prior, 
26 February 1713/14, 83; to 
Thomas Prior, 12 June 1725, 
329; to Thomas Prior, 20 Janu-
ary 1726, 319, 451; to Thomas 
Prior, 15 March 1726, 329; 
to Thomas Prior, 3 Septem-
ber 1726, 287; to Thomas Prior, 
6 July 1727, 334; to Thomas 
Prior, 24 April 1729, 224; to 
Thomas Prior, 7 May 1730, 
351; to Thomas Prior, 7 Janu-
ary 1733/34, 441; to Thomas 
Prior, 13 March 1733, 319; to 
Thomas Prior, 7 February 1734, 
448; to Thomas Prior, 2 March 
1734, 448; to Thomas Prior, 8 
February 1741, 483; to Thomas 
Prior, 15 February 1741, 483; 
to Thomas Prior, 12 Septem-
ber 1746, 159; to Thomas Prior, 6 
February 1747, 506; to Thomas 

Prior, 2 February 1749, 506; to 
Roman Catholics of Diocese of 
Cloyne, 15–19 October 1745, 
432–33; to Hans Sloane, 51–52; 
to Hans Sloane, 11 June 1706, 
48; to Tomasso Campailla, 25 
February, 1718, 253; to Wolfe 
 family member, 1741, 304–5

and London printer, 420
marriage of to Anne Forster Berke-

ley, 303–7, 334
and marriage proposal to Anne 

Donnellan, 26, 32, 514, 533
and marriages of Thomas Berkeley, 

287
medical practice of, 483–84
monument of at Christ Church, 

Oxford, 513
portrait of by Smibert, 257
reception of, 2, 531
residences: Arbor Hill, Dublin, 395; 

at Cloyne, 23, 156, 158–59, 210, 
217, 243, 379, 410, 449, 455, 481; 
in Covent Garden, 323; in Dub-
lin, 217; in Holywell, 510n2; 
 house outside of Dublin, 294; 
in London, 174; and Monte 
Pincio, 258; in Newport, Rhode 
Island, 234, 443–44; in Oxford, 
1, 158–60, 174; in Padua, 267; 
and Piazza d’Espagna, 258; and 
pseudonym Mr Brown, 294; 
in Rhode Island, 348, 354; in 
Rome, 258; Whitehall, 150, 338, 
338n77

as slave owner, 2, 233, 234, 241, 242
and St Paul’s College Bermuda (see 

St Paul’s College Bermuda)
taste of, 3, 200, 201, 256, 257, 280
travels of, 23; and Alpine cross-

ing at Mount Cenis, 252; from 
Amer i ca, 391, 398; to Amer-
i ca, 2, 26, 140, 210, 212, 217, 
223–42, 269, 294, 311, 319, 378; 
to Apulia, 253, 265; to Bari, 
275, 276, 280; to Bermuda, 334; 
to Bologna, 252; from Boston, 
377; from Brussels, 244; to 



index [ 581 ]

Brussels, 198; from Calais to 
Paris, 198, 199; in Canosa, 
275; in Cloyne, 26; continental 
tours, 399; to Derry, 262; to 
Dublin, 475; to  England, 140, 
212, 217, 392, 395; to Eu rope, 
208; to Flanders, 198, 244; to 
Florence, 252, 253; to France, 
140, 212, 217, 220–21; from 
Genoa, 250; to Genoa, 198, 
201; and  grand tour, 198; to 
Holland, 198, 244; to Inarime 
(Ischia), 253; to Ireland, 254, 
315, 395; to Italy, 23, 26, 38, 50, 
140, 148–49, 198, 212, 214, 217, 
221–23, 244, 252, 253–54, 275, 
280, 310–11, 323, 449, 482, 506, 
536; to Lecce, 262–63; to Leg-
horn/Livorno, 23, 198, 201–2, 
203–8, 432; to London, 113, 
140, 148, 174, 193–94, 198, 208, 
217, 244, 254, 257, 339, 377–78; 
to Lyon, 197; to Mas sa chu setts, 
140; in Matera, 275; to Mes-
sina, 253, 506; to Milan, 252; 
to Modena, 252; to Naples, 
253; and Narragansett county, 
226, 231; in Newport, RI, 210; 
to Newport, RI, 224; to Oxford, 
510; to Padua, 253; to Paris, 
197, 198, 199, 250; to Parma, 
252; to Percival’s Lohort estate, 
30, 157, 505; and Peterborough 
mission, 195, 197, 198–99, 203, 
250; from Rhode Island, 339, 
377; to Rhode Island, 26, 140, 
210, 334–35; to Rome, 252, 253, 
280, 449; and royal permission 
to leave Cloyne, 158; to Savoy, 
197; to Sicily, 195, 253, 271–72; 
to Siena, 252; in Taranto, 275; 
to Turin, 198, 201, 252; to Tus-
cany, 253; to Veneto, 253; to 
Venosa, 222; to  Virginia, 140

Berkeley, George, Works of
‘Address on Confirmation’, 19
‘Advertisement on Occasion of Re- 

publishing the Querist,’ 476

Advice to the Tories Who Have 
Taken the Oaths, 17, 245–46, 
394, 414

Alciphron, 11; ‘Advertisement’ 
to, 179, 299; analogy in, 509; 
angelic spirits in, 279; and 
atheism, 213; and and Anne 
Forster Berkeley, 362–63; and 
Bible, 363; and Catholics, 181; 
Chris tian ity in, 25; conscience 
and divinity in, 13; and daily 
habits, 26; and education, 3, 
166–68, 169; freethinking in, 
25, 181, 183, 213, 354, 359–78, 
419, 427, 430; and GB’s life in 
Newport, Rhode Island, 444; 
and goods, 12, 489; grace and 
force in, 206; and health, 482, 
484; language in, 12, 379, 380, 
382, 383, 384–86, 387–88, 
389, 390, 437, 539–40; and 
Mandev ille, 472; mathematical 
symbolism in, 400, 408; men of 
fashion in, 534; money in, 480; 
office workers in, 25, 373, 478; 
parental guidance of child in, 
98; and participation in divine 
spirit, 358; and phi los o phers, 
363; publication of, 359–60, 
530; responsibility in, 239; 
savages in, 227; and Socratic 
dialogue, 359

The Analyst, 59, 391, 397–98, 
399–410, 441

‘Arithmetic Demonstrated without 
Euclid or Algebra,’ 52

Bermuda proj ect petitions to king, 
320–21, 326–29, 333–34, 421

‘The Bond of Society,’ 450
dedications of, 109, 146
De Motu, 23, 68, 115, 267, 272–74, 

400
“Description of the Cave of Dun-

more,” 49–51, 79
A Discourse Addressed to Magis-

trates and Men in Authority, 17, 
17n55, 98, 416–21, 430, 431, 449, 
469, 494, 514



[ 582 ] index

Berkeley, George, Works of (continued )
discussion socie ties rules, 48–49
An Essay  towards a New Theory 

of Vision, 13, 14, 22, 28, 59, 64, 
66–78, 99, 104, 127, 136–37, 140, 
141, 175–76, 359, 360, 376; edi-
tions of 1709 vs. 1732, 104

An Essay  towards Preventing the 
Ruine of  Great Britain, 23, 148, 
268–69, 271, 286, 348, 351

Fénelon excerpts of, 299
and Fénelon translations, 298
The Guardian essay number 62, 

147–48
The Guardian essay number 69, 

299
The Guardian essay number 81, 

183n26
The Guardian essay on education, 

164
The Guardian essays, 148, 175–87, 

360, 495, 536
journals from Italy, 200, 214, 222, 

253, 275, 449
The Ladies Library, 20, 115, 146, 

148, 161, 187–93, 208, 238n85, 
298, 435, 443, 503, 512, 520n26, 
536; and authority, 188; Chris-
tian ity in, 192–93; copyright 
dispute over, 188; education in, 
188, 189–90; essays in, 188–89; 
language in, 190; marriage in, 
284; and morality, 189; obedi-
ence in, 190–92; obedience of 
wives in, 17, 190; and parental 
guidance of child, 98; reason 
in, 192–93; and religion, 187, 
188; and society, 189; Socrates 
in, 303; and Steele, 188; Steele’s 
preface to, 187; and Taylor, 
188; and  women, 187–93; and 
 women and oath swearing, 
414–15

Manuscript Introduction, 59, 108; 
abstraction in, 89; and author-
ity, 99, 110; and authority and 
ends, 103; goods in, 96, 97, 99; 
ideas and language in, 96; and 

immaterialism, 25, 79, 80, 87, 
530; and language, 89, 99, 100; 
and solitary phi los o pher, 109; 
and unspecified goods, 64; 
words and ideas in, 95

Maxims Concerning Patriotism, 
435–37

Miscellanea Mathematica (‘Mathe-
matical Miscellanies’), 52–53, 79

Miscellany, 435, 468
notebook A, 79, 91–93, 94, 104–5
notebook B, 79, 91, 94, 214
notebooks, 23, 25, 48–49, 61, 

142–43, 280
Notebooks: and common sense and 

Irishness, 215; and existence of 
persons, 8; and GB as teacher, 
103; and goods of eye and ear, 
185; and immaterialism, 79–80, 
86, 87, 530; on infinites, 64–65; 
intimates mentioned in, 109, 
112; mind in, 498; and pas-
sions in countenances, 77; on 
perceptibility, 62; and plea sure, 
482–83; plea sure and pain in, 
129; and rhetorical strategy, 
107; and sensual plea sure, 448; 
social and intellectual context 
of, 82–85; spirit in, 93; and 
vis i ble minima, 65; and vision, 
66, 67, 68; and  will and action, 
131; and words and ideas, 382; 
words and ideas in, 94

‘Of Infinites,’ 54–59, 83, 104, 
399–400, 486

Passive Obedience, 22, 119, 127–36, 
175, 480n94; and civil author-
ity, 135–36; first publication of, 
132; and GB as Tory, 126; and 
goods, 130, 131, 133, 374; and 
Jacobites, 136, 247; and King, 
139; and law, 133–34, 431; and 
legitimacy of sovereign, 122; and 
morality, 128, 129–30, 131–32, 
390; and natu ral law, 128–29, 
130–31, 134–35; and obedience, 
17, 134, 135, 136, 190; and Pas-
cal, 59; and plea sure, 130, 131; 



index [ 583 ]

and plea sure and pain, 129; 
publication of, 399; and pub-
lic good, 131–33; and reason, 
129–30, 132, 431; and rebellion, 
127–28, 130, 134–35, 245, 246; 
reception of, 209; rhe toric of, 
118; and social harmony, 495; 
and social order, 241; third 
edition of 1713, 132; and war, 
132–33

philosophical notebook, 59
and preface to The Irish Blasters, 

416
The Princi ples of  Human Knowl-

edge, 23; absolute motion in, 68; 
and abstraction, 72, 89; and 
active spirit and inert ideas, 
358; atheism and scepticism in, 
86; and authority and language, 
99; and common sense, 214; 
and dialogues, 109; edition of 
1734, 89, 95–96; and enlarged 
views, 177; and goods, 61, 96, 97, 
127; ideas in, 73, 95–96; and 
immaterialism, 25, 79, 80, 87, 
112, 113–14, 530; on infinites, 
56; and S. Johnson, 356; and 
language, 89, 95–96, 382, 383; 
and laws of nature, 110, 127; 
and Le Clerc, 140; mind in, 
498; and notions, 10; and Pem-
broke dedication, 59, 140, 330; 
prediction in, 105; and presence 
of God, 14, 105; and primary 
and secondary qualities, 90; 
relation in, 95–96; republica-
tion of, 115; reviews of, 113–14; 
revisions to, 116; and rhetorical 
strategy, 107; spirit in, 358, 497; 
and Steele, 174–75; truth in, 106

Proposal for the better Supplying of 
Churches in our Foreign Plan-
tations, 115, 226, 227–28, 229, 
231–32, 234, 271, 314, 320–25, 
326, 336, 341; 1724 ed., 233, 
320; 1725 ed., 233, 331–32

Queries Relating to a National 
Bank, 475

The Querist, 157, 158, 267, 268, 361, 
463–83; and art, 481; and banks, 
475, 476, 477–79; and Church 
of  England, 467; colonialism in, 
350, 352; and economy, 24, 278, 
348, 351, 352, 462, 463–65, 467, 
468, 470–72; and education, 3, 
144, 154, 169, 170–73, 462; and 
Irish, 210–11, 215–16, 217, 219, 
220, 462, 465, 504; and love, 16; 
and Madden, 83; marriage and 
 family in, 305–6; and money, 
13, 474, 479–80; and morality, 
463; and philosophical thera-
pist, 455; and Roman Catholics, 
465, 467, 468–69; slavery in, 
237–38, 239, 241; and tar- water, 
483; and work, 465–66

sermons of, 22, 28, 59, 115; Anni-
versary Sermon for SPG (1732), 
227, 232–33, 235, 236, 339, 
378; on charity, 204n91, 268, 
269, 367; to En glish factory 
in Leghorn/Livorno, 271; to 
En glish merchants in in Leg-
horn/Livorno in 1714, 508; on 
immortality, 11 January 1707/8, 
59–61, 62, 63–64, 129; at 
Leghorn/Livorno, 23, 201–2, 
203–8, 269, 271, 351; on Lord’s 
Prayer, 507–8; at Newport, 
RI, 354–55; at Newport, RI 
(undated set of notes for), 18; at 
Newport, RI, August 1730, 15; 
at Newport, RI, October 1729, 
234–35; at Newport, RI, 
June 1731, 354; “Of Charity,” 
147n14, 204–6, 208, 268, 269; 
on religious zeal (1709–1712), 
18–19, 165, 166; Whitsunday 
1751, 16, 225, 507

Siris, 484–504; air, aether, and fire 
in, 484–88; and ancient philos-
ophy, 492–94; art of presaging 
in, 270; divine intellect in, 21; 
early rising in, 439; fire in, 507; 
and GB’s rhe toric, 538; healing 
in, 455; and Holy Spirit, 508; 



[ 584 ] index

Siris (continued )
 and immaterialism, 115; laws of 

nature as instructive discourse 
in, 13; and mediation of spirit, 
282; natu ral law in, 499–504, 
507; notions and ideas in, 382; 
and phenomenal world as 
instructive discourse, 14; phe-
nomenal world in, 24; plants 
in, 488–90; and Platonism,  
111; politics in, 494; reception 
of, 503, 538; scholar’s life in,  
447–48; and science, 538;  
tar- water in, 484; and unity,  
66, 495–98; and world as lan-
guage, 379

Anne de la Terre poem, response 
to, 286

Theory of Vision Vindicated, 14
Three Dialogues between Hylas 

and Philonous, 59, 174, 193; 
and abstraction, 110–11; athe-
ism and scepticism in, 87; and 
common sense, 214; and daily 
habits, 26; and dialogues, 109; 
edition of 1725, 115; and imma-
terialism, 1, 80, 87, 113, 530; and 
Johnson, 356; and laziness, 
438–39, 440; and notions, 10; 
and presence of God, 115; and 
primary and secondary quali-
ties, 90; republication of, 115; 
reviews of, 114; revisions to, 
116; self and ideas in, 92; and 
J. Wesley, 424

verses on prospect of founding 
of St Paul’s College Bermuda, 
269, 270

A Word to the Wise, 211, 218, 223, 
232, 434

Berkeley, George (nephew), 30, 505
Berkeley, George, Jr (son), 29, 30, 306; 

and Anne Forster Berkeley, 298, 301, 
303, 423, 519–20; Anne Forster Berke-
ley’s letters to, 3, 300, 424, 519–20; 
and Julia Berkeley, 528; character of, 
520; education of, 155–56, 158, 505, 
519, 520, 537; and GB’s death, 512, 514; 

and GB’s early rising, 440, 441–42; 
and Samuel Johnson, 529; journal 
of, 442, 522; marriage of, 303, 451; 
and Oxford, 236; and Oxford scheme, 
519; and pamphlet ridiculing dean of 
Christ Church Oxford, 297; and Cath-
erine Talbot, 414n59, 514–18

Berkeley, George Monck (grand son), 29, 
519

Berkeley, Henry (son), 306, 520–21; and 
Eliza Berkeley, 521–22; care for, 521–22; 
and Christ Church, Oxford, 521; death 
of, 522; exchequer annuities of, 522; 
 mental illness of, 443, 520, 521, 529

Berkeley, John (son), 306
Berkeley, Julia ( daughter), 306, 520, 521; 

and Eliza Berkeley, 521–22; education 
of, 156, 522–28; exchequer annuities 
of, 522;  mental illness of, 442, 443, 
520, 521, 525, 526, 528–29

Berkeley, Lucia ( daughter), 306
Berkeley, Philip (slave), 234, 242
Berkeley, Ralph ( brother), 30
Berkeley, Robert ( brother), 29, 30–31, 

426, 462
Berkeley, Rowland ( brother), 30
Berkeley, Sarah ( daughter), 306
Berkeley, Thomas ( brother), 29, 31, 287
Berkeley, William, 31n13
Berkeley, William ( brother), 30, 433
Berkeley, William ( father), 29, 30, 32
Berkeley, William (grand father), 29, 30
Berkeley, William (nephew), 30
Berkeley, William (son), 157, 306–7, 451, 

505
Berman, David, 57, 58, 142, 175, 183n26, 

185n30, 248, 521
Bermuda, 226, 308–54; and Anglicanism, 

314; and Blackwell, 272; and Bray, 344; 
characteristics of, 321–22; climate 
and geography of, 309, 310, 311, 313; 
and colonialism, 314; and commerce, 
270, 314; and commodity trading, 
314; culture in, 229; and Anne Don-
nellan, 292; and economy, 314; food 
imports to, 336; and GB’s  career, 398; 
GB’s preparation for, 227; Gooch on, 
343; isolation and inaccessibility of, 



index [ 585 ]

346; missionary proj ect of, 270, 292, 
420; and morality, 270; parliamentary 
opposition to funding, 350; and Per-
cival, 310; and plantations, 314; poor 
 people of, 270; questions about choice 
of, 336–37; raw materials of, 270; and 
slaves, 314; and society, 314; sources 
for knowledge of, 311–14; St Paul’s Col-
lege in, 149–50; tobacco production 
on, 327; university in, 200; and Van 
Homrigh legacy, 317

Bermuda proj ect, 148, 202, 268, 308–54, 
378, 392; and academia, 346; and 
Anglican missions, 339; and Bray, 
344–46; and Byrd, 230–31; and com-
merce, 315; constitution for, 326; and 
conversion of Africans, 331–32; and 
economy, 348; and ecumenism, 225; 
as embarrassment, 394–95; end of, 
335–36, 359; and freethinking, 336, 
346, 353, 359; funding for, 210, 315, 
346; funds returned from, 223; GB 
as president for, 326; GB’s campaign-
ing for, 315; GB’s experience from, 
151; and GB’s finances, 394; and John 
James, 428; and lack of concert with 
existing missionaries, 338–46; and 
marriage, 285, 286; and missionar-
ies, 311; and Native American culture, 
26; opposition to, 116; and Percivals, 
319–20; and religion and culture, 231; 
and slavery, 239; and Smibert, 257; 
subscriptions for, 150; as utopian, 315; 
and Van Homrigh legacy, 318; whim-
sicality of, 391, 395; and Yorke- Talbot 
opinion, 236. See also St Paul’s College 
Bermuda

Bernini, Gian Lorenzo, 261; “Aneas with 
Anchises,” 259; “Apollo & Daphne,” 
259; “David,” 259

Bettcher, Talia, 9n23, 539
Bianchini, Francesco, La Istoria univer-

sale, 365
Bible: and Alciphron, 363; authority of, 364; 

chronology of, 25, 364–65; creation in, 
140; and customs, 364; defence of, 365; 
and freethinking, 25, 370, 376; and his-
tory, 25, 364, 375; and immaterialism, 

140; obscurity and implausibility of, 
364; and reason, 250; speculations on, 
375; and truth, 371

Bible, passages from, 228; Acts 17:28, 
80–82; 1 Corinthians 3:9, 18; Ephe-
sians 5:22–33, 6:1–6, 18; Epistle to the 
Hebrews, 430; Galatians 2:15–16, 431; 
Galatians 3:10–14, 431; Luke 23:43, 
82; Matthew 6:10, 507–8; Matthew 
6:24, 296, 298, 300; Philemon 1:10, 
235; Philippians 2:13, 18, 355; Titus 
3:1, 18

Bibliotheque choisie, 140
black  people, 232–33, 237, 238, 242, 331. 

See also Africans; slaves
Blackwell, Thomas, 271–72
Bladen, Mr, 327, 329
Blair, James, 340–42, 343
blasphemy, 269, 279, 416
Blasters, 415, 416, 475
Board of Trade, 329
bodies: as collections of thoughts and 

powers to cause them, 91; healing of, 
455; as ideas of minds or spirits, 273; 
King on, 62; and mind, 4, 484; minds 
as moving, 115; motion of, 17; spirits as 
moving, 115. See also animals

Bolingbroke, Henry St John, Viscount, 197
Borelli, Giovanni, Historia et meteorologia 

incendii Ætnai anni 1669, 255, 256
Boulter, Hugh, 392
Boyle, Robert, 39, 340, 484, 485–86, 489, 

499–500, 501, 502
Brafferton, 340
Bramante, Donato, Tempietto, 258
Bray, Thomas, 331, 332, 344–46
Breuninger, Scott C., 135n47, 416–17n68, 

459n18, 465n42
Bristol, bishop of, 158
Brook, Richard, 71n145
Brown, Michael, 18, 19n61, 178
Brown, Stuart, 110n105, 497
Browne, George, 37
Browne, Peter, 57, 58, 87, 119, 446; Letter 

in Answer to a Book Entitled, Chris-
tian ity Not Mysterious, 38

Brundusium/Brindisi, 254
Brydges, James, duke of Chandos, 330



[ 586 ] index

Bullen, Richard, 426
Burgersdicius (Burgersdijk), 41, 41n36, 

101n76, 103; Institutiones logicae, 40; 
Logica, 84

Burlington, Lord, 257–58
Burthogge, Richard, 101–2n76
Byrd, William, 230–31, 336

Caesar, 40; Civil Wars, 254
Cajetan, Thomas, 377
calculus, 401, 404n34, 490, 504
Cambridge Platonists, 15n44, 491
Cambridge University, 149, 246
Campailla, Tomasso, 253, 272; Adamo, 271
Campbell, John and Quassim Cassam, 2
Capaccio, Giulio Cesare, 265, 266
Capucins, 275
card game, analogy of, 384, 385, 386
Carey, Brycchan, 240–41
Carey, Daniel, 368n24, 428
Ca rib bean, 315, 351n112
Carolina, 348, 349
Caroline, Queen, 393, 394, 413
Carteret, John, 254, 339
Cartesianism, 83, 272, 274, 274n93
Cartesian language, 273
Casalnuovo, 275
Castletown, 258
Caswell, John, A Brief (but full) Account 

of the Doctrine of Trigonometry, 52
 causes: God as, 10, 357n129; God as 

immanent vs. transient, 81; God as 
ultimate, 76; and God’s vs.  human 
 will, 279; of ideas, 10, 90, 357n129; 
ideas as, 87–88; and immaterialism, 
87; and Locke, 8; mind as ultimate, 
497, 498; as operating through fire, 
282–83; ordering of, 455; physical, 
282–83; in physical sciences, 390;  
and physics, 273; spirit as, 7–8, 87, 
480, 484; and spirits, 7–8, 115, 480

Cavallerius/Cavalieri, 64, 83
Chaldeans, 364–65
Chaney, Edward, 261
Chardellou, Jean, 51
charity, 460n23; and bodily gestures, 206; 

and Cloyne, 460–62; and commerce, 
204, 205, 271; and conformity of  will, 

16; and conversion, 378; discipline as, 
17; and education, 532; and eternal 
life, 204; GB’s Leghorn/Livorno sermon 
on, 147n14, 204–6, 208, 268, 269; grace 
of, 206; and immortality, 378; and 
inaccessibility of spirit, 206; and Irish 
economic patriotism, 462; as love of 
God, 17; and  others’ conduct, 17; and 
pleasures, 206; public and private 
expressions of, 532; and public health, 
483; for schooling of Catholic Irish in 
Cloyne, 3; and self- interest, 204, 378; 
war vs., 204–5; and  will, 16

charity schools, 315, 459, 462n28
Charles I, 29, 30, 142
Charles II, 30, 47
Charter School movement, 146
chess, 53, 445
Chetwood, Knightley, 287
Chetwynd, Mr, 327, 329
Cheyne, George, 64, 83, 102, 114
 children: and adult world, 97–98; affec-

tion for, 185; and Anne Forster Berke-
ley, 302; death of, 307, 451, 454; and 
Anne Donnellan, 289; and education, 
189; and Fénelon, 301; kidnapping of, 
230; and marriage, 305; obedience of, 
97–98; obligations to, 175; and Plato, 
305; and servants, 155n40; submis-
sion of to parents, 18; and unspecified 
goods, 64; wealth vs., 305

Chillingworth, William, 150, 151
China, 364–65
choice, 64; and authority, 64; education as 

shaping, 474; and enlarged, rational 
self- interest, 186;  free, 355, 533; and 
God, 474, 533; of goods, 141; goods 
from, 473–74; and parents and  children, 
98; and plea sure, 184; psy chol ogy of, 
471; of virtue, 60–61

Christ Church, Oxford, 138, 159, 394, 521, 
537

Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, 315
Chris tian ity, 441; and affections, 192; and 

algebra, 54; in Amer i ca, 224–25; and 
ancient mysticism, 493; and ancient 
philosophy, 491–92; apology for, 
25, 363, 374; and Astell, 163; and 



index [ 587 ]

atomism, 499; and authority, 417–18, 
431; and baptism of slaves, 235; and 
Anne Forster Berkeley, 294–95, 297; 
and Bermuda proj ect, 308, 331, 346; 
and Codrington College, 344; and 
colonies, 333, 392; and commercial 
world order, 202; and conversion of 
Africans, 331–32; and desires adapted 
to higher good, 193; diff er ent commu-
nions of, 231; and education, 147, 176, 
363; exceptional nature of, 364; and 
fasting, 450; and Fénelon, 298, 300; 
and freethinking, 176–77, 363; and 
happiness, 381; and Islam, 231; and 
Judaism, 231; and language, 381, 390; 
and liberty of conscience, 419; and 
marriage, 284–85, 287; and morality, 
284–85, 372; mysteries of, 80, 410; 
and Native Americans, 321; and New 
 England Com pany, 340; obedience in, 
191, 417; and paganism, 493–94; and 
Parliament, 420; and passions and 
affections, 192; practical, 378; and 
providence, 363, 364, 365, 389; and 
reason, 192–93, 250, 381; and rejection 
of world, 307; and responsibilities, 
363; and slavery, 235, 240; in social 
life, 177; and society, 177; and submis-
sion to existing temporal authorities, 
431; and Swift, 182; truth of, 363, 365, 
540; usefulness of, 363–64, 374

Christian neo- Platonism, 110n105, 
498n153

Christians, 226, 279, 390, 431
Christian stoicism, 450, 454
church: authority of, 410; early, 429; and 

education, 147–48; and government, 
411–12, 494; inherited rights of, 168; 
and Kilkenny College, 35; and par-
ticipation in divinity, 20; and state, 
224, 249, 412, 420; and subjection and 
obedience to sovereign, 19; submission 
of faithful to, 18

Church of  England, 250, 411; in Amer i ca, 
149, 151, 224; authority of, 405, 410, 
411, 414, 421, 466, 467;  career paths 
in, 251; and Catholicism, 19; and 
Catholics of Cloyne, 391; and Collins, 

180; and ecclesiastical appointments, 
316; and freethinking, 24, 533; high 
church position in, 250; and ignorance 
and superstition, 535; and irreligious 
statesmen, 24; lands of, 168, 413, 421; 
 legal and civic privileges of, 532; and 
missions, 338–39, 531; and morality, 
411, 414; as most reasonable commu-
nity, 225; in Narragansett, 230; and 
oaths, 414; and Parliament, 419; po liti-
cal privileges of, 15, 251, 395; powers 
of, 455; and Pretender, 432; privileges 
of, 15, 19, 183, 245, 251, 395, 411, 412, 
414, 422, 455, 463, 467, 532; and public 
order, 411; and religion in Amer i ca, 
225; and Roman Catholic Church, 302; 
and slaves, 532; and social order, 251; 
social privileges of, 251, 395; spiritual 
privileges of, 532; and state, 202, 350, 
420; subordination in, 285; temporal 
privileges of, 19–20, 532; and Tests, 
24; and tithe of agistment, 462–63; 
and tithes, 413; and truth, 405; and 
Tyrell, 250; and Whigs, 181–82. See 
also Anglicanism

Church of Ireland, 217n26, 251, 399, 411, 
432

Church Whigs, 412
Cicero, 40, 366, 496; De Divinatione, 

360; De Senectute, 360; The Nature  
of the Gods, 487–88, 501

civil magistrates, 361, 421
civil wars, 22, 122, 178
Clark, Stephen R. L., 16
Clarke, Samuel, 113, 140, 367
classical cultures, 228, 229, 263
classical languages, 154, 173
classical learning, 152, 491
classical lit er a ture, 254, 255
classics, 40, 41, 149, 150, 152, 375, 441
Clayton, Caroline, Viscountess Sundon, 

392, 394, 395, 396, 397–98
Clayton, Daniel, 392
Clayton, Dr, 334, 335
Cleanthes, 487
Clendon, John, 181
clergy, 317, 336, 373–74, 391, 465, 466; 

authority of, 415, 429, 455;  careers of, 251; 



[ 588 ] index

clergy (continued )
 and Catholicism, 427–28, 432; civil 

authority of, 415, 455; and civil mag-
istrates, 421; and commerce, 205–6; 
and economy, 462; and Jacobite rebel-
lion, 147, 244, 245; and Jekyll, 421; and 
liberty of conscience, 421; and Lloyd, 
422, 423; and loyalty, 22; and magis-
trates, 418–19; opposition of laity to, 
412, 413–14; and Parliament, 420; and 
public responsibilities, 26; and tithe of 
agistment, 462; and tithes, 413

Clogher, bishopric of, 398
Cloyne, 219; Catholics of, 391; and char-

ity, 460–62; and discipline, 422–36; 
education of Catholic Irish in, 3; goods 
manufactured in, 456; medical centre 
in, 461–62; poor  people in, 459–60, 
459n18; round tower of, 505–6, 507; 
weather in, 505

Cloyne, bishop of, 210
Cloyne, bishopric of, 1, 158–59, 396, 537; 

bishop’s palace at, 200; finances of, 
427; GB’s residence in, 217; preaching 
in, 426; value of, 395–96, 397

Cloyne, dean of, 426
Cloyne cathedral, 505–6
Codrington, Christopher, 343–44
Codrington College, Barbados, 326, 343–44
coffee houses, 179
Coghill, Marmaduke, 392
cogitative vs. incogitative beings, 4–5
coinage. See money
Colbert, 39; General physics, 40
Colbert, Jean Baptiste, Testament poli-

tique, 417–18
Coleman, Elihu, A Testimony Against 

that Antichristian Practice of Making 
Slaves of Men, 241

College of William and Mary, 23, 340; 
Indian College, 340–43, 345; and 
tobacco, 346

Collins, Anthony, 58–59, 181, 361, 364, 
370, 429; Discourse on Free- thinking, 
179–80

Collins, Henry, 354
colonies/colonialism, 203; and Bermuda, 

314; and Bermuda proj ect, 308, 310, 
350; and Chris tian ity, 333, 392; 

dystopia of, 348; early universities in, 
338; and economy, 351, 352, 479; and 
education, 144, 333, 351; and  free 
thinking, 353; and Georgia proj ect, 
349, 350; and in de pen dence, 351; and 
Ireland, 217, 349, 350, 351; and mis-
sionary Anglicanism, 350; monopo-
listic control over, 478; and Native 
Americans, 229; and St Paul’s College 
Bermuda, 23; and Whigs vs. Tories, 
196–97. See also empire

colours, 62, 69, 74, 77, 88, 89, 90, 93, 94, 
275, 276–77, 280, 281, 382. See also 
vision

Columbia University. See King’s College 
(Columbia University)

commerce, 268, 270–71, 316, 464, 471; and 
American colonies, 270; and Bermuda, 
270, 314, 315, 324, 326, 327; and char-
ity, 204, 205, 271; and Chris tian ity, 
202; and class, 208; and empire, 203, 
205–6; and enlarged views, 187; and 
France, 195; and gaming, 271; and 
individual and collective goods, 204; 
and merchants of Livorno, 207; and 
missionary Anglicanism, 203; and 
missions, 23; and public credit, 269; 
and religion, 202; and self- interest, 185; 
and society, 208; and Whigs, 196–97

commodities: art as, 258; and Bermuda 
proj ect, 270, 309, 312, 313, 326, 346, 
347; and currency, 475; and pleasures, 
186; and public credit, 269

common goods, 43, 131, 184, 185. See also 
good(s)

common sense, 177, 214, 215, 279, 368, 403, 
406, 407, 427

confirmation, 19, 20–21
Congreve, William, 34
Connecticut, 337
Connolly, S. J., 138; ‘Reformers and High-

flyers,’ 126n20
Connolly, William, 258, 392
conscience, 355, 433; and conversion, 428; 

government of, 467, 468; and laws, 
133–34; liberty of, 224, 419, 421, 430; 
and Lipsius, 145n8; and oaths, 435; as 
participating in divinity, 13; policing 
of, 24; and social order, 421



index [ 589 ]

constitution, 120, 181, 476, 477
constitutional settlement, 431
Contarine, Thomas, 452
Cooley, William, 157, 505
Cooper, John, 437
Copernicus, Nicolaus, 83
copyright, 188
Copyright Act of 1710, 188
Corporation Act, 411
corpuscularian philosophy, 107–8, 488
cosmology, 488
Counter- Reformation, 494
County Wicklow, 457
Coward, William, 181
Craggs, Joseph, 252
Craig/e, John, Theologiae Christianae 

principia mathematica, 53–54
Cranmer, Thomas, 203
Cranston, Samuel, 233
creation, 70; chain of, 491, 494–96, 498; 

diversity of, 500; and God, 492, 539; 
and immaterialism, 140; and laws of 
nature, 110; mutual dependence of, 
22; and natu ral philosophy, 105; and 
obligations and responsibilities, 22; 
plenitude of, 490; providential design 
in, 184; and reason, 141

criminals, 410–11, 464
 Cromwell, Oliver, 120, 419
Crown: and deanery of Dromore, 315–16; 

and ecclesiastical appointments, 316, 
392; lands of, 333–34, 346, 347; and 
Rhode Island, 352. See also king

Cuddesdon, 525
Cudworth, Ralph, 491–92, 493, 499
cultures, 210, 212, 229, 263, 271
currency. See money
customs, 23, 169, 212, 213, 214, 360, 364, 

366, 383, 471, 480n94
Cutler, Timothy, 337

Dacier, André, 290
Dacier, Anne, 290
Daily Journal, 335
d’Alcantara, Pietro, 429n98
Dalton, Richard, 294, 304, 305
Daniel, Richard, 295, 296–97, 393
Daniel, Stephen H., 8n21, 377n48
Darwall, Stephen, 130

Daton, William, 36
d’Aubigne, Abbe, 201
Davenant, Charles, 216n22
David, 210
death, 82, 183, 190, 269, 295, 307, 452–54
Dechales, Claude- François Milliet, The 

Ele ments of Euclid, Explained, 52
Decker, Matthew, 330
deism, 14, 87, 179, 360, 466, 534
Delon, Mr, 331. See also Tassin, Abel, 

Sieur D’Allone
Democritus, 487, 499
De mos the nes, 40
Dering, Daniel, 82, 112, 233, 332
Derry, deanery of, 115, 316–17, 335, 339, 

395, 398
Descartes, René, 4, 10n31, 39, 41–42, 50, 69, 

83, 137, 389n24; Meditations, 41, 46, 
108; On Man, 41; Optics, 69; Princi ples 
of Philosophy, 41

De Vries, Gerard, 83–84; Diatribe de ideis 
rerum innatis, 84

Didacus, 41
Diodorus Siculus, 255
Dionysius the Areopagite, 377
discipline, 391, 410–11, 434, 435, 466; as 

charity, 17; and Cloyne, 422–36; eccle-
siastical, 136, 138; and education, 144, 
145, 146, 147, 164; at Kilkenny College, 
35; over opinions, 417; parental, 97; at 
Trinity College Dublin, 22, 119

dissenters, 151, 244, 317, 535; and Angli-
can missions, 339; census of, 395; and 
Church of  England, 19, 467, 532; and 
Church Whigs, 412; conversion of, 
535; defense of, 466; and economy, 
467; and Swift, 182, 466–67; and Wal-
pole, 411; and Whigs, 419

divinity, 103; and air, 487; and chain, 496; 
conscience as participating in, 13; 
hierarchy of participation in, 18–19; 
intellectual substance of, 103; par-
ticipation in, 13, 15, 15n44, 20, 21–22, 
496, 531; spirits participating in, 531; 
thinking as participating in, 13; unity 
of, 66, 497; unity with, 496. See also 
God

Dixon, Robert, 81
Dobbs, Arthur, 457



[ 590 ] index

Dodwell, Henry, 203
Dominique, Mr, 327, 329
Domville, Compton, 253, 415
Donnellan, Anne, 26, 111, 288–93, 

288n10, 304; and GB’s  career, 398; 
GB’s marriage proposal to, 32, 514, 
533; and Richardson, 420

Donnellan, Christopher, 292
Donnellan, Martha, 32
Donnellan, Nehemiah, 32
Dorset, duke of, 392, 393, 396
Dou, Gerard, 200
Down, bishop of, 252
Down, deanery of, 296, 392–94, 396
Downing, Lisa, 274n93
Drilincourt (Drelincourt), Mrs, 330
Drilincourt (Drelincourt), Peter, 330
Dromore, bishop of, 315
Dromore, deanery of, 310, 315–16
Dryden, John, 34
dualism, 4–6, 7, 25, 115
Dublin: archbishopric of, 159; and Blast-

ers, 415, 416; GB’s  house outside of, 
294; GB’s residence in, 217; primacy 
or archbishopric of, 398–99; as Prot-
estant city, 217, 217n26; St Stephen’s 
Green in, 242; Trinity College Dublin 
student trips to, 44

Dublin  Castle, 316
Dublin Journal, 433
Dublin Philosophical Society, 46–47, 49, 

54, 57, 59, 104, 141, 146
(Royal) Dublin Society, 83, 212, 306, 455
DuBois, Mr, 156, 157, 449, 505
Dunmore cave, 49–50, 261
Dunmore parish, 36
Dysart  Castle, 32n15
dysentery, 483, 533

early rising, 26, 438–43
earthquakes, 506–7
East India, 223
Eccleshall, Robert, 126
economy, 154, 254, 258, 390, 438, 463–83, 

465n42, 469n55; and appetites,  
469–74; and art, 23; and Bermuda, 
314; and Bermuda proj ect, 348; and 
clergy, 462; and colonialism, 351, 352, 

479; consumption- based, 23; and cur-
rency issues, 475; and dissenters, 467; 
and education, 23, 173, 462; and free-
thinking, 268–69; and Georgia proj-
ect, 350; and governing elite, 471–72; 
and Ireland, 455, 462, 465, 467, 476, 
480; and Irish patriotism, 455, 456, 
462, 476; and Mandev ille, 472–73; and 
missionary Anglicanism, 350; momen-
tum of, 465; and morality, 463, 480; 
and poor  people, 470–71; and Protes-
tant and Catholic interests, 432–33; 
and public goods, 532, 534; and public 
spirit, 463–64; regulation of, 24, 278; 
and regulation of exchange, 464; and 
religion, 268, 463, 467; and Roman 
Catholics, 432–33, 465, 467; as sectar-
ian, 465–69; and state, 268, 465; and 
St Christopher’s, 347; and Swift, 456; 
and treaty of commerce with France, 
195. See also money

ecumenism, 19, 214, 225–26, 428–29,  
436

education, 142–73; and algebraic games, 
53, 60, 209, 445; in Amer i ca, 315; 
and appetites, 162, 367, 369, 471; and 
aristocracy, 145, 161; artistic, 505; 
and Astell, 146, 161, 163–64, 165, 166; 
and Anne Forster Berkeley, 302; of 
George Berkeley, Jr, 505, 519, 520, 
537; of Julia Berkeley, 522–28; of 
Berkeley  children, 3, 449, 505; and 
Bermuda proj ect, 23, 228, 308–10, 
348; and Catholic Irish in Cloyne, 3; 
and charity, 532; and  children, 189; 
choice  shaped by, 474; and Chris-
tian ity, 147, 176, 363; and Cloyne 
charity, 462; and colonies, 144, 315, 
333, 351; and conversation, 444–45, 
454; and cultivation, 161, 167–68, 
368–69; and discipline, 144, 145, 146, 
147, 164; and dissent and rebellion, 
143; and Anne Donnellan, 289, 293; 
and economy, 23, 163, 462; and elite, 
3, 143–44n3, 155, 172–73, 467–68; 
and enlarged views, 156, 163–64, 176, 
187; and Enlightenment, 535; and 
ethnic- religious groups, 173; and faith, 



index [ 591 ]

364; and  family, 189; and Fénelon, 
161, 169–70, 298, 301; and Franklin, 
152–54; and freethinking, 148, 360, 
363, 366–67, 368n25, 534; and gentry, 
144, 161, 410; and God, 173, 531; and 
good life and morals, 441; harmony 
in, 165–66; and hierarchy, 415; and 
history, 189; and  human inclinations, 
168–69; indigenous, 315; for industry, 
144; institutions for, 20, 164; in Ire-
land, 3; and Irish gentry, 504; in Italy, 
149, 221; and Johnson, 355–56; and 
language, 383; and Lipsius, 145; and 
Locke, 53, 146, 160–61, 163n64, 164, 
166; male and female, 144–45; and 
materialism, 148; and mathe matics, 
54, 445; and missionaries, 23; mono-
poly on, 327; and morality, 421, 441, 
462; and moral philosophy, 189–90; 
musical, 156; of Native Americans, 
336, 338, 340, 343, 344–45; of nobility, 
143, 144; and notions and opinions, 
417; and obedience, 17; and participa-
tion in divinity, 20; and Pascal, 190; 
and patriotism, 367; patrons of, 331; 
and piety, 36–37; and plea sure, 164; 
in politico- theological terms, 155; 
and politics, 144; of poor  people, 16; 
practical, 145–46, 169; and prejudices, 
166–67, 430; and preservation of older 
ways of life, 535; and Protestants, 3, 
149, 311; and public responsibilities, 
26; and Pufendorf, 145; for rank and 
station, 145; and reason, 160; and 
rebellion, 143; religious, 462; and 
Roman Catholic Church, 149, 311; and 
self- interest, 187; for ser vice, 144; as 
shaping choice, 474; and social class, 
534; and social order, 155, 310; socie-
ties for, 146; and society, 144, 155, 161, 
188, 208, 310, 366, 378, 417; and state, 
143, 144, 145, 147–48, 173; and swear-
ing, 415; of taste, 144; and tempera-
ments, 164–66; and virtue, 421, 534; 
in West Indies, 315; and  will, 367; and 
 women, 148, 169–70, 189, 190

Egypt, 364–65
electricity, 500

elite: and education, 3, 143–44n3, 155, 
172–73, 467–68; formation of, 265–66; 
governing, 155, 483; in Italy, 265–66; 
and luxury, 483; philosophical, 266, 
483

Elwood, John, 112
emotions, 206, 301; and arts, 263; and 

Christ, 207; and language, 99–100, 
384; and meaning, 384, 384n12, 
385; and signs, 379, 382n8. See also 
passions

empire, 229, 333; and commerce, 203, 
205–6; and Irish, 197; and Native 
Americans, 229; Tory view of, 196–97; 
and Whigs, 196–97; and Whigs vs. 
Tories, 196–97. See also colonies/
colonialism

empiricism, 99, 110n105
ends, 374–76; and authority, 103; and 

goods, 390; of language, 400; language 
as used to, 379; subordination to,  
374

 England, 411; GB’s travels to, 140, 212, 217; 
and Irish Protestant elites, 216; money 
in circulation in, 474; social stability in, 
178; university politics in, 246

The En glish Empire in Amer i ca, 312
En glish merchants, 508
En glish  people, 215
Enlightenment, 18, 181, 212, 534–35
Epictetus, 41
Epicureanism, 163
Epicurism, 87, 179
Epicurus, 39, 499
epidemics of 1741, 461
episcopacy, 182, 339, 494
epistemology, 83
Euclid, 83
eugenics, 305
Eustachius, Ethics, 41
The Examiner, 125, 125n18, 127, 194

fall, concept of, 503
 family: benefits and joys of, 306; and edu-

cation, 189; and Fénelon, 170; love of, 
307, 451, 454; and marriage, 285; and 
state, 170

famine of 1740–1741, 461, 483



[ 592 ] index

Fardella, Michelangelo, Universae Phi-
losophiae Systema, 83

farmer, philosophical, 373–74
Fasko, Manuel, 377n49
Favorinus, 255
Fell, John, 203
Fénelon, François de, 26, 146, 161, 169–70, 

301, 302, 520; and agriculture, 460; 
Anne Forster Berkeley’s translations 
of, 26, 297, 298–302; ‘The Difference 
between a Phi los o pher and Christian,’ 
300; A Discourse on Christian Perfec-
tion, 299; Education of a  Daughter, 
188–89; An Extract from a Discourse 
on Humility, 299; An Extract from 
a Discourse on Prayer, 299; Five 
Pieces, 299–300; Letters to the Duke 
of Burgundy, 299, 300; A Letter upon 
the Truth of Religion and Its Practice, 
299; ‘Some Advice to Governesses and 
Teachers,’ 300; Telemachus, 144–45, 
170, 422, 460

Ficino, Marsilio, 84
finite minds: dependence of on infinite 

mind, 24, 488; God’s revelation of 
ideas of to, 110–11. See also infinite 
mind

finite spirits, 278, 283, 509; analogy of with 
infinite spirit, 509; and divine fire, 283; 
and God’s perfection, 377; and ideas 
from infinite mind, 20; ideas of, 137; 
and infinite spirit, 13, 18, 21, 133, 437, 
535; infinite spirit as talking to, 278, 
531; and infinite spirits, 18, 509; infi-
nite vs., 18; participation of in infinite 
spirit, 18, 21, 535; qualities of shared 
with infinite spirit, 509; as subject 
to infinite spirit, 133. See also infinite 
spirit; spirits

fire, 115, 116; actions of, 282; as animal 
spirit to enliven and actuate, 282; as 
animating world, 282–83; and chain 
of creation, 491; communication of, 
488, 491; divine, 283, 508–9; and God, 
282–83, 488; God as creative, 501; and 
Holy Ghost, 507–9, 538; as medium 
of God’s spirit in world, 282; physical 
 causes as operating through, 282–83; 

and plenitude of universe, 490; and 
spirit, 484, 485, 487, 488; and tarantu-
las, 283; and tar- water, 538

Fisher’s Island, 337
Flage, Daniel E., 10n29
Flamsteed, John, 51
flax seed, 306, 457, 459, 460
Fleetwood, William, 285; Relative Duties 

of Parents and  Children, 189, 238n85, 
520n26

Florida, 348
fluxions, 55, 391, 401, 402–3, 405–8, 

405n39, 409–10
Fontanas, 261
food, 445, 446, 454, 483
Forbes (student), 83, 119
force, as term, 206
Ford, Charles, 34
Forster, John, 248, 293
Forster, Nicholas, 414
Forster, Rebecca Monck, 293
Fouace, Stephen, 340–41
Foxe, John, 505
France: and Bolingbroke, 197; and com-

merce, 195; GB’s travels to, 140, 212, 
217; peace with, 208; society in, 208; 
treaty of commerce with, 195–96, 197; 
and Treaty of Utrecht, 333

Francis, St, 275
Franciscans, 275–76, 280
Franklin, Benjamin, 152–54, 154n37, 155; 

‘Paper on the Acad emy,’ 153; Proposals 
Relating to the Education of Youth in 
Pensilvania, 153

Freeman’s Journal, 242
freethinking/freethinkers, 166, 167, 168, 

175, 176–83, 186, 210, 391; and Alci-
phron, 25, 213, 359–78; and ancient 
philosophy, 498–99; and Anglican-
ism, 181, 360; apocalyptic potential of, 
504; and appetites, 360, 363, 533; and 
aristocracy, 371–72, 373; and atheism, 
268, 360; attack on, 354; and author-
ity, 181, 504, 533; and Anne Forster 
Berkeley, 362–63; and Bermuda proj-
ect, 336, 346, 353, 359; and Bible, 25, 
370, 376; and Catholicism, 181, 361–
62, 363; and Chris tian ity, 176–77, 363; 



index [ 593 ]

and Church of  England, 19, 24, 467; 
as clandestine, 361, 363; and Collins, 
429; and deism, 360; as diabolism, 
279; and economy, 268–69; and edu-
cation, 148, 360, 363, 366–67, 368n25, 
534; as enemies, 533–34; failure of to 
lead good lives, 534; and fashion, 533; 
and gentry, 504; and God’s presence, 
14; and  humans, 360, 363, 365–78; as 
hypocritical, 183; and immaterialism, 
25; and infinites, 58; and Jekyll, 421; 
and Kantian view of Enlightenment, 
181n18; and language, 401; and luxury, 
269, 533; and magistrates, 419; and 
materialism, 360, 363; and mathe-
matics, 400; and medicine, 504; and 
mercantilism, 534; and morality, 268, 
353–54, 416–17n68, 504; as narrow 
understanding, 176; and natu ral vs. 
cultivation, 370; and Nature, 366; and 
nobility, 371–72, 373; and oaths, 414; 
and parental guidance of child, 98; 
and passions, 360; and politics, 178, 
180; and prejudices, 360, 361, 370, 417, 
427, 430; and Protestantism, 181; and 
providence, 361, 363; and reason,  
177–78; and religion, 400, 401, 416–
17n68; and scepticism, 25, 360; and 
Shaftesbury, 183–84, 213; and social 
classes, 372–73; and social order,  
180–81, 366; and social ranks, 372–73; 
and social stability, 504; and state- 
church alliance, 420; and Swift, 181, 
182–83, 361; and test of goodness, 
387–88; and Toland, 381, 430; and 
Tories, 180; and virtue, 366

Freind, William, 511
French, 190, 346
French (student), 83
French, Matthew, 82–83, 112, 119n1
French Acad emy, 272
French Catholic missionaries, 232
Frewin, Richard, 510–11

Galilean astronomer, 100
Galilei, Allesandro, 258
Garth, Samuel, 401
Garth’s (coffee house), 194

Gassendi, Pierre, 39, 137
Genoa, 198, 476–77
Gentileschi, Artemisia, 200
Gentleman’s Magazine, 518
gentry, 144, 161, 252, 410, 469, 481, 504. 

See also aristocracy; nobility
geography, 149, 189, 311
geology, 50
geometers, 140
geometry, 56, 140, 173; and calculus, 401–2; 

and Descartes, 69; diagrams in, 140, 
400, 408; and extended minima, 64; 
and GB’s Notebooks, 83; of indivisibles, 
64; of light rays, 68–69, 70; and optics, 
137; and perceptible form, 408; and 
tangible object, 408; and Trinity Col-
lege Dublin, 41

George I, 246, 326, 394, 476; Bermuda 
proj ect petitions to, 320–21, 326–29, 
333–34; and College of William and 
Mary, 340; death of, 334; and national 
bank, 476; and St Paul’s College Ber-
muda, 333–34

George II, 334, 393–94, 396
Georgia, 23, 233, 241, 332, 348–50
Gervais, Isaac, 432, 449, 481–82
Gibson, Edmund, 334, 336, 338n77, 342, 

343, 393–94, 411, 412
Glasson, Travis, 26, 236, 237, 420
Glorious Revolution, 246
God, 190; as agent of every thing, 11; 

archetypal ideas of, 356, 357n129; as 
artist, 501; and Astell, 163; attributes 
of, 57, 137; as authoritarian, 110; 
authority of, 110, 193, 430–31, 493, 
495, 533; being in, 21, 80–82; belief in, 
87; as benevolent, 127, 280; as cause, 
10, 76, 81, 279, 357n129; and charity, 
17; and choice, 474, 533; Christians 
united in, 226; and Collins, 58; com-
munion with, 21; concurrence with, 14, 
17, 81; conformity to  will of, 16, 17, 455; 
conversation with, 502; and creation, 
492, 500, 539; and deism, 14; depend-
ability of actions of, 502; dependence 
on, 22; discourse of, 531; and dualism, 
5; and early rising, 439; and earth-
quakes, 507; and education, 



[ 594 ] index

God (continued )
 173, 531; ends of, 375–76; enlarged 

view of, 105; and Enlightenment, 18; 
and exchange of goods and ser vices, 
204n91; existence of, 359; and  family, 
451; fear of, 417; and Fénelon, 298; 
and fire, 282–83, 488, 501; as  free, 24; 
 free choice of, 533;  free operation of, 
539; and freethinking, 14; and goods, 
14, 15, 63, 104, 130, 131, 473, 500–501, 
507, 531, 533; grace of, 355, 376; and 
Guyon, 301; and happiness, 16; har-
monisation with, 278–79; and history, 
110;  human action as dependent on, 
81; and ideas, 7, 137, 141, 356, 357n129; 
ideas as actions of, 77; ideas as caused 
by, 10, 11, 357n129; ideas as instruc-
tion of, 11, 12; ideas as revelation of, 
110–11; ideas eternally pre sent to, 
110–11; ideas imprinted on senses by, 
7; as idiosyncratic, 15, 24, 501, 531, 539; 
image of, 295, 508, 509; as immanent 
vs. transient, 81; and immaterialism, 
87; as immediately pre sent, 87; and 
individual choices, 474; as infinite 
spirit, 278, 376; instruction by, 14, 175, 
531, 533; intentions of for world, 52; 
interest of in  people, 14; knowledge 
as participation in, 175; knowledge 
of, 10–11, 180, 209, 374–78; and lan-
guage, 14, 381; language of as active 
and operative, 14; law of, 430–31; and 
laws, 539; and laws of nature, 104, 110, 
111, 127, 500, 507, 531; and light, 488; 
and lightning, 507; likeness to, 376; 
and love, 15–16, 17, 163, 298, 301, 307, 
355, 451, 452, 454, 462; and marriage, 
303; and  matter, 500; and Mead, 52; 
and medicine, 531; mind of, 356–57; 
and minds, 81, 83, 358, 497; monar-
chic authority of, 493; and morality, 
104, 130, 190, 531; and motion, 17, 81, 
279–80, 500; and natu ral law, 507; 
and natu ral philosophy, 105; natu ral 
superiority of, 192; and nature, 14, 
104, 105, 114, 440, 531; nature of, 52; 
nearness of, 536; nothing as subsist-
ing without power of, 81; notions 

implanted in mind by, 83; obedience 
to, 17, 190, 191, 434; omnipresence of, 
22, 536; and organisation of universe 
as signs, 222; as parent, 98; participa-
tion in, 13–22, 66, 103, 239, 240, 279, 
294, 355, 376, 378, 440, 491, 502, 535; 
participation of, 295, 298, 424, 536, 
538; and Pascal, 53; and patriarchal 
submission to, 192; perfection of, 377; 
as person, 531; personal relationship 
with, 15; and phenomena, 87, 455, 531; 
and plague, 504; and politics, 190, 
509, 531; presence of, 14, 104, 105, 114, 
115, 175, 438, 537; providence of, 474; 
and punishment, 17; and Pythagore-
ans and Platonists, 491–92; reader as 
led to, 498; and reason, 177, 192, 431, 
484, 495; and regulation of passions, 
451; relation of, 15; revelation of, 60, 
61, 110–11; reverence for, 417; and 
reverence for sovereignty, 532; rule- 
governed world of, 141; self- negation 
in ser vice of, 302; and senses, 86, 114; 
servitude to, 98; sharing in nature of, 
21; and signs, 11, 222; and slavery, 239, 
240, 241; and social harmony, 495; 
and society, 17–18, 21, 531, 535; and 
solar emanation, 492; and soul, 81; 
and soul of world, 492; as source of all 
being, 11; and Spinoza, 6; and spirits, 
18, 488; submission to, 307; subordi-
nation to, 16, 455, 495; superiority of, 
17, 367; and temporal authorities, 241; 
and trinity, 409, 410; understanding 
of, 175, 503; unity of, 493; unity of 
other minds as derived from, 66; and 
vision and touch, 75; and vision as 
language, 70, 76, 77–78; visual world 
as language of, 175; and weather, 507; 
 will as concurrent to, 17, 274;  will of, 
14, 17, 63, 103, 104, 105, 274, 279–80, 
307, 355, 376, 390, 474, 492, 503, 509, 
531, 533; world as administered by, 
509; and world as discourse, 388–89. 
See also divinity; infinite mind; provi-
dence; trinity

Godwyn, Morgan, 235–36
Goldsmith, Isaac, 426



index [ 595 ]

Goldsmith, Oliver, 452
Gooch, William, 342–43
goodness, 12, 63, 401, 442
goods, 183, 383, 540; aim at, 455; and 

algebra, 401; art as, 258; of body, 450; 
calculation of, 63; and charity, 17; 
choice of, 141; and Christians, 431; 
clear ideas of, 61; and criminals, 411; 
desires adapted to, 193; distribution 
of, 375; doctrine about relative, 82; 
as end and test of terms, 387–88; and 
ends, 390; enduring, 363; eternal life 
as, 60–61; of eye and ear, 185; and 
faith, 489; and  free  will, 367; general, 
472; and God, 14, 15, 63, 104, 130, 473, 
500–501, 507, 531, 533; heavenly, 61; 
and honest industry, 363; and  human 
utility, 374; indistinct, 13; individual 
vs. common, 185; and infinite mind, 
20; and King, 62, 63, 473–74; and 
knowledge, 14; and language, 12, 13, 
110, 383, 386–89, 409; and laws of 
nature, 110, 307; and Mandev ille, 
472–73; marriage as, 304–5; and 
material substance, 409; and mathe-
matics, 400, 410; and Mead, 52; moral, 
473; of next life, 96, 98; and obedi-
ence, 98; and pain, 129; as participa-
tion in divinity, 15; personal, 307; and 
phi los o phers, 185; and plants, 489; 
and plea sure, 129, 130; and power of 
election, 63; predictions about, 127; of 
private individuals and families, 473; 
and promise of reward in afterlife, 
387; psycho- social, 473; public, 473; 
and reason, 61, 141, 307, 489; and sci-
ence, 489; and self- interest, 204; and 
sensual plea sure, 448–49, 454; social, 
208, 210, 225, 233, 237–38, 267, 306, 
307, 473–74; and society, 367, 450; and 
speech, 380; and spirits, 12; spirits 
as willing, 13; of state, 473; as term, 
96–97; true, 63; as true end of speech, 
383; uneven distribution of, 190–91; 
universal, 473; universal law vs. indi-
vidual calculations of, 133; unknown, 
96–99; unspecified, 64; and velocity, 
405; from vicious choices, 473–74; in 

view, 390; and vision, 61; and vision 
and touch, 75; and  will, 64; and world 
as discourse, 388–89. See also com-
mon good; public goods

Gordon, Adam, 297, 298, 300,  
302

Gordon, Thomas, 419
Gore, Francis, 427
Gore, William, 392
governing elite, 333, 464, 471–72
government, 134; anarchy vs., 122, 123; 

aristocratic system of, 143; and Ber-
muda proj ect, 320; and Church, 411–12, 
494; and Church of Ireland, 411; and 
concentrated, urbanised populations, 
467; cost of, 467; disaffection with, 
128; and ecclesiastical appointments, 
316; ecclesiastical nature of civil, 145; 
GB’s alleged disaffection to, 118, 128, 
136, 246, 248, 391, 394, 399; general 
good as purpose of, 123; in Italy, 
265–66; legitimacy of as established, 
118; legitimacy of as functioning, 
122; legitimate, 139; and national 
banks, 477; obedience to legitimate, 
118; papal, 267; and planters, 314; 
and public health, 483; and religion, 
416–17; and religious practice, 391; 
systems of, 254

grace, 206, 381
Grafton, duke of, 248, 315, 316
 grand tourism, 252–53
gravity, 104, 128, 500
 Great Britain, 244, 270, 467
Greek, 34, 41, 43
Greek classics, 152, 375
Greeks, ancient, 374, 487
Greenberg, Sean, 62n113
Grey, Jemima, 515, 516, 522–23
Grice, Paul, 384
Grimston, H., 522
Grotius, Hugo, 123, 216, 216n22
Gualteri (Altieri), Abbé, 329
The Guardian, 446, 450; GB’s essays for, 

147–48, 164, 175–87, 183n26, 299, 360, 
495, 536

Guinea, Darby, 505
Guyon, Madame de, 301–2



[ 596 ] index

Hadot, Pierre, 437
Hales, Stephen, 331, 486
Halifax, George Saville, Lord, Advice to a 

 Daughter, 189
Hall, Joseph, 37
Halle Pietists, 241
Halley, Edmund, 83, 401
Hammond, Henry, 203
Handel, George Frideric, 289, 527; Acis 

and Galatea, 526; Solomon, 526
Hannibal (slave), 242
Hanoverian regime, 246, 463
Hanoverian settlement, 252
Hanoverian succession, 22, 118, 248, 249
Harley, Edward, Second Earl of Oxford, 

330
Harley, Robert, First Earl of Oxford, 330
harmony/harmonisation, 210, 213; with 

audience, 128, 165, 204; and educa-
tion, 165–66; GB’s aptitude for, 165; 
and GB’s mind- body dualism, 273; 
with infinite spirit, 278–79; with 
opponents, 209; and persuasion, 60, 
281; as social good, 210; and taran-
tism, 278, 280, 281

Harvard College, 150, 151, 339–40
Harvard Indian College, 340
Harward, Thomas, 354
Hastings, Lady Betty, 330
Haydock, Josias, 41
Haydon, Colin, 221–22
Hayes, Charles, 83
Hayes, Judge, 302
Häyry, Matti, 135–36n47
heat, 102, 283, 486–87, 488, 489, 494,  

508
Hebrew, 34, 43, 221
Heerebord, Adrianus, 41
Heraclitus, 487
Herdt, Jennifer A., 15n44
Hesiod, 41
hierarchy, 494; and baptism of slaves, 

236; and education, 415; at Kilkenny 
College, 28, 44; naturalisation and 
preservation of, 192; of participation 
in divinity, 18–19; preservation of, 494; 
and radical enlightenment, 534; and 
society, 17, 20, 28, 144, 212, 236; and 

Trinity College Dublin, 28, 43–44. See 
also authority; subordination

Higden, William, 22, 122n7, 133; A View 
of the En glish Constitution, 120, 122, 
123

Higgins, Francis, 180
Hight, Marc A., 357n129
Hill, Christopher, 19n61
Hinton, Edward, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37
Hippocrates, 102
Hippocratic writings, 487
historians, classical, 189
historical topography, 141
history, 25, 110, 153, 154, 173, 189, 213, 

258–59, 364, 365, 375
Hoadly, Benjamin, 393
Hoadly, John, 392
Hoare, Benjamin, 331
Hobart, Mr, 329
Hobbes, Thomas, 6, 83, 107
Holtzman, Matthew, 17n54
Holy Ghost, 507–9, 538
Homer: Iliad, 40; Odyssey, 40
Honeyman, James, 224
Hooke, Mr, 299
Hooker, Richard, 150, 151, 203
Hooper, George, ‘A Calculation of the 

Credibility of  Human Testimony,’ 53, 54
Horace, 40, 53, 290
House of Commons, 332–33, 411. See also 

Parliament
House of Hanover, 24
House of Lords, 124, 411, 413, 415. See also 

Parliament
Howard, Robert, 247
 humans, 374; and abstraction, 88–89; 

action of as dependent on God, 81; 
animals vs., 89; in Aristotelian meta-
physics, 103; and being in God, 80–82; 
and concurrence of God, 14; and cor-
poreal appetites, 363; as corporeal 
vs. spiritual, 360; cultivation of, 374; 
and demands, 455; diversity of, 226, 
243, 370; divine and animal in, 103; 
ends of, 360; and enlarged views of, 
360; in Enlightenment, 18; expecta-
tions of, 360; and freethinking, 360, 
363, 365–78; as idiosyncratic, 539; 



index [ 597 ]

and intellectual culture, 369–70; and 
interest of God, 14; and language, 89; 
as linked by imperceptible chain, 184, 
450, 495, 503; as linked in providential 
design, 184–85; mutual subservience 
of ends of, 184; and natu ral laws, 61; 
and nature, 369, 370; nature and sta-
tus of, 360, 365–78; objects as outside 
of, 141; and phenomenal world, 474; 
physiology and psy chol ogy of, 77; 
preservation of, 75; and providence, 
97–98; and reason, 141; and rules and 
laws, 540; suffering of, 52

Hume, David, 148
Huntington, Robert, 33, 34, 38, 46
Hutcheson, Archibald, 330–31
Hutcheson, Francis, 185, 250
Hutchinson, Francis, 251–52
Hutchinson, John, 290
Hyde, Henry, First Earl of Clarendon, His-

tory of the Rebellion, 142–43, 170, 195

Iamblichus, 495–96
iconoclasm, 25, 100, 179
ideas, 7n14, 9n23; abstract, 71–72, 93–94, 

96, 498, 498n153; abstract general, 89, 
94; and algebra, 400–401; bodies as, 
273; as  causes, 87–88;  causes of, 10, 90, 
357n129; clear, 61; clear and distinct, 
58, 139, 206, 380, 381, 390, 400–401, 
405; and colours, 88; and communica-
tion of spirits, 88; considered bare and 
naked, 100, 101; defined, 7; and finite 
minds, 110–11; and finite spirits, 20, 
137; and God, 7, 137, 141, 356, 357n129; 
God as cause of, 10, 11, 357n129; God 
as imprinting on senses, 7; as God’s 
actions, 77; as God’s instruction, 11, 12; 
God’s revelation of, 110–11; of goods, 61; 
and images, 6, 90, 139; and imagina-
tion, 140; and immaterialism, 1, 91, 
356; as inert, 93, 356, 358; and infinite 
mind, 20; intuitive knowledge of exis-
tence of, 92; and Johnson, 356–57; 
and knowledge, 92, 96; and language, 
11, 13, 96, 382, 384; learning about, 
141; and Malebranche, 9; and mate-
rial world, 534;  matter as cause of, 

10n31; and minds, 6, 8, 9, 72–73, 91, 
92, 93–94, 141, 273; notions vs., 382; 
as objects, 7; organised and reliable 
train of, 11; as passions, 116; as passive, 
7, 8, 13, 93, 95, 480; perception of, 7, 8, 
9, 91, 93; and primary and secondary 
qualities, 90; production of, 6, 8, 9; 
and reason, 139–40; relations between, 
141; relations vs., 9; and self, 92; and 
senses, 6, 7, 71, 83, 272, 382; of sight, 
77; signification of, 58, 384; and signs, 
10, 11, 56, 87–88, 382n8; and spirit, 9, 
87, 484; and spirits, 7, 8, 9, 10, 58, 87, 
88, 91, 95, 141, 273, 484; tactile, 71, 72, 
73; tangible, 75; time as succession of 
in mind, 82; of touch, 72–73, 74, 140; 
and understanding, 93; understand-
ing as perception of, 8; and velocity, 
405; vis i ble, 75; of vision, 72–73, 74; 
visual, 13, 71;  will as operation about, 
8; and words, 88, 89, 93–94, 99–100, 
379, 380–82, 383; words as signifying, 
86; words without signification of, 
384–85; world of, 141

images, 6, 69, 73, 74, 90, 139, 425
imagination, 7, 88, 140, 176, 215, 279
immaterialism, 13, 24–25, 66, 67, 79–117, 

118, 137, 209, 274, 274n93, 278, 
386n18, 530, 531; and abstraction, 
88–89; advantages of, 87; and athe-
ism, 25, 86–87, 114, 179, 537; and 
Bible, 140; as body of knowledge, 
86; and causation, 87; commitment 
to, 116–17; concepts of, 4–13, 86–98; 
cultural context for, 107; defined, 1–2; 
demonstration of, 116; as doctrine, 
86; and Anne Donnellan, 291; and 
dualism, 25; elegance and efficiency 
of doctrine of, 87; as esoteric vs. exo-
teric solution, 80; and freethinkers, 
25; and GB’s rhe toric, 538; and God, 
87; and ideas, 1, 356; ideas vs. spirits 
in, 91; idiosyncrasy of, 537–38; and 
immortality, 87; and impiety, 179; and 
infidelity, 179; and infinites, 56; and 
knowledge of GB, 4; and language, 
115; and Locke, 62; and mathematical 
sciences, 87; and metaphysics, 112; as 



[ 598 ] index

immaterialism (continued )
 original, 111–12; and physical sciences, 

87, 112; reception of, 112–15, 116, 139; 
and religion, 117; as revolutionary, 
535; and scepticism, 1, 25, 86–87, 114, 
179, 537; and science, 537; and sense 
perceptions, 86; simplicity and effi-
ciency of, 439; and social order, 114; 
and spirit and  matter, 87; and Wesley, 
424–25n86

immortality, 59, 87, 163, 184
imports, 266, 348, 458
Incorporated Society in Dublin for Pro-

moting En glish Protestant Schools in 
Ireland, 146n10

indenture, 242
indigo, 309, 312
industrial science, 47
industry, 143; and art, 481; and Catholic 

peasantry, 469; education for, 144; 
and goods, 363; and money, 479; 
and native Irish, 219, 434, 470; and 
Percival, 456; promotion of, 211; and 
religion in Amer i ca, 225; and wealth, 
269–71

infinite mind, 488, 498; dependence of 
finite minds on, 24; derivation from, 
21; and good, 20; and ideas, 20. See 
also finite minds; God; mind

infinites, 58–59, 64–65, 215
infinitesimals, 399–400, 402, 403, 405n39
infinite spirit: analogy of with finite spir-

its, 509; conformity to  will of, 13; and 
finite spirits, 21, 133, 437, 535; finite vs., 
18; God as, 278, 376; harmony with, 
278–79; participation in, 18, 21, 371, 
535; qualities of shared with finite 
spirits, 509; as talking to finite spirits, 
278, 531;  will of, 13. See also finite spir-
its; God; spirit

Inquisition, 202, 203
Ireland, 19n61, 110, 224, 395; and absen-

tee landlords, 351n112; autonomy of, 
216; black  people in, 242; Catholic vs. 
Protestant population of, 468; civil 
and military defence of, 24, 391; and 
coinage, 458; colonialism in, 349, 
350, 351; as conquered by  England, 

216; and economic patriotism, 455, 
456, 462, 476; economy of, 465, 480; 
education in, 3; En glish planters in, 
349; ethnic diversity in, 219; famine 
in, 305;  free trade with, 351–52; GB’s 
domestic experience of, 214; GB’s edu-
cational experience in, 311; and  Great 
Britain, 467; money in circulation in, 
474; and paper currencies issued on 
land values, 479; po liti cal instability 
in, 244; Protestants in, 310; ratio of 
Protestants to Catholics in, 395; and 
Revolution settlement of 1689, 124; 
and rural deans, 422; social stabil-
ity in, 178; topography and historical 
geography of, 49; university politics in, 
246; vogue for picturesque in, 157

Irish, 214–20, 232, 434, 469; and abdica-
tion of James II, 124; conversion of, 
467; and empire, 197; imposition of 
Protestantism on, 462; and industry, 
434, 470; native, 434, 439, 467; non-
propertied, 217–18; patriotism of, 455, 
456; and philosophy, 107; poverty of, 
434; and Protestants, 215–17; reform 
of appetites of, 456; and sloth, 211, 
217–19, 233, 460; superstition of, 221

Irish Catholics, 3, 210–11, 213, 217, 310; 
conversion of, 20, 465, 467, 531; dirti-
ness of, 223; subordination of, 20; 
and temporal privileges, 19. See also 
Roman Catholics

Irish gentry, 504
Irish House of Lords, 399
Irish language, 219–20
Irish linen, 456
Irish mint, 505
Irish newspapers, 242
Irish Parliament, 124, 216–17, 411, 476.  

See also Parliament
Irish Protestants, 179, 215–17, 216n22
Irish Tories, 124, 126
Iroquois, 229
Irwin, Dr, 30
Islam, 231
Israel, Jonathan, 534–35
Israelites, 228
Italian, 190



index [ 599 ]

Italians, 211, 213, 220–23
Italy: and Addison, 266–67; ancient, 

266; artistic heritage of, 256; British 
merchants in, 202; British tourists in, 
254; education in, 149, 221; GB’s travels 
to, 23, 26, 38, 50, 140, 148–49, 198, 212, 
214, 217, 221–23, 244, 252, 253–54, 275, 
280, 310–11, 323, 449, 482, 506, 536; 
government in, 265–66; peasantry 
of, 275–76; poverty in, 221; Roman 
Catholicism in, 222; society in, 208; 
superstition in, 221–22

Jackson, Mr, 505
Jackson, William, 50
Jacobites, 30, 118, 122, 126, 136, 194,  

244–51; army of at Trinity College, 
37; and Atterbury, 195; and Berke-
ley  family, 29–30; civil and military 
defence from, 24, 391; defined, 119; 
invasion of, 466; landings of, 468; and 
Oxford and Cambridge universities, 
246; rebellion of, 244; and Trinity 
College Dublin, 119, 128, 147, 246–47; 
uprising of (1745), 432–33. See also 
Stuarts

Jacobite Tories, 194
Jacobitism, 22, 126n20, 175; and Ber-

muda proj ect, 331; and Archibald 
Hutcheson, 330; and passive obedi-
ence, 410

James, John, 294, 304, 305, 428–29, 431, 
461; GB’s letters to, 532; GB’s letter to, 
7 June 1741, 203

James, William, 540
James II, 36, 47, 122–23, 124, 127
James III, 245
Januarius, St, 180
Jefferson, Thomas, Notes on the State of 

 Virginia, 240
Jekyll, Joseph, 413, 421
Jesseph, Douglas, 65, 408
Jessop, T. E., 115, 298
Jesus Christ, 19, 20–21, 60, 82, 207, 372, 

424, 431, 508
Jewel, John, 203, 431
Jews, 207, 231, 532
Johnson, Esther (Stella), 318

Johnson, Samuel, 150, 151, 152, 153, 179, 
294, 355–58, 441, 529

Johnson, William Samuel, 294–95, 298, 
299, 301, 302, 423

Josephus, 365
Journal des Scavans, 113–14
Journal litteraire, 114
Judaism, 207, 231
judgement, 9, 178, 368, 375
judicial system, 265, 266, 420
Jurin, James, 405–6
jurists, 100
justice, 111, 132, 184, 192, 222, 254, 375, 395
Justin, 40
Juvenal, 40

Keill, John, 64; Introductio ad veram 
physicam, 64

Kelly, Patrick, 31n13, 242, 463, 470–71, 479
Kendrick, Nancy, 229, 231n66
Kendrick, T. F. J., 411–12
Kennett, Basil, 202, 203
Kennett, White, 203
Kettlewell, John, The Mea sures of Chris-

tian Obedience, 189
Kilcrene, 32n15
Kilcrin, 32
Kilkenny, Ireland, 1, 32, 35, 459
Kilkenny College, 32–37, 41, 126; cur-

riculum at, 34, 35, 36–37; discipline at, 
35; GB at, 33–37, 530; GB’s prepara-
tion for, 34; hierarchy at, 28, 44; and 
Huntington, 38; Irish location of, 310; 
and Pigeon House Meadow, 35; and 
politics, 43; progression from to Trin-
ity College, 36; Protestant elite at, 146; 
punishment at, 35; register of, 32; syl-
labuses and timetables of, 28; tuition 
at, 35–36

Kilroot, parish of, 251
king: and consent and acquiescence  

of  people, 120, 122; and de jure– de 
facto distinction, 120; and hereditary 
right, 122; legitimacy of, 120, 122; 
of Naples, 266; and protection of 
 people, 122, 123–24. See also monarch; 
sovereign

King, James, 326, 328



[ 600 ] index

King, William, 57, 58, 118, 136–39, 179, 
472; as bishop of Derry, 251;  career of, 
251; De Origine Mali (On the Origin of 
Evil), 62–64, 84, 87, 251, 367, 473–74; 
and Dublin Philosophical Society, 46; 
GB’s lack of favour with, 399; GB’s let-
ter of 18 April 1710 to, 137–38; and GB’s 
ordination, 58, 137–39; and Hutchin-
son, 252; and Jacobites, 119; letter to 
St George Ashe, 27 March 1710, 138; 
and Revolution of 1689, 139; and Wil-
liam III, 119

King’s College, New York (Columbia  
University), 151–52, 153, 356,  
441

Kippax, Charles Berkeley, 522
Kneller, Godfrey, 481
knowledge: and analogy, 12, 180, 376–77; 

of ends, 375; of experiences, 2; and 
faith, 80–81; of God, 10–11, 180, 209, 
374–78; and good, 14; history of, 84; 
and ideas, 92; of ideas, 96; and immate-
rialism, 1; and instruction and advice of 
spirits, 99; intuitive, 10n31, 12, 92; of 
laws of nature, 509; of material beings, 
274; of mind, 498; of natu ral world, 
14; and notions, 10; of other  people, 4, 
10, 12; of own existence as spirit, 9; as 
participation in God, 175; possibility 
of, 1; practical, 272; reflexive, 498; of 
relations, 9, 10; scientific, 421; of self, 
10n31, 12, 92; sensation and experi-
ence grounds of, 274; of senses, 81; of 
spirits, 10; of  things other than ideas, 
96; unity as prior to, 496; unity as 
reflexive, 498; and vision, 377. See also 
understanding

Koch, Philipa, 241
Kupfer, Joseph, 386n18

 labour, 26, 196, 208, 211n6, 267, 349, 
464, 534

labouring population, 265
 labour market, 348
Lafitau, Joseph- François, 229
land, 168, 170, 196, 468–69, 478–79
land banks, 478, 479
landlords, absentee, 351, 351n112, 474

landowners, 465n42, 469–70
landscape, 254
Langton (schoolmate of GB), 126
language, 25, 255, 386n19; and abstrac-

tion, 88, 89; abuse of, 381, 383; and 
algebra, 96, 400–401; and arbitrary 
correspondences between signs and 
referents, 70; and audience, 115; and 
authority, 99; and behaviour, 11–12, 
384, 385, 390; and Chris tian ity, 381, 
390; and cognitive meaning, 384; for 
communicating ideas, 11; and custom, 
110, 383; and daily practice, 383, 437; 
and emotion, 99–100, 384; ends of, 
379, 386–89, 400; and ethnic diversity 
in Ireland, 219; as explanatory tool, 13; 
and fluxions, 410; and Franklin, 153; 
and freethinkers, 401; and God, 14, 
70, 76, 77–78, 175, 381; and goods, 12, 
13, 110, 383, 386–89, 409; and  human 
relationships, 70; and  humans vs. 
animals, 89; and ideas, 96; and imma-
terialism, 115; and instruction, 383; 
and laws of nature, 13, 127; legitimate 
functioning of, 110; and Locke, 89, 96, 
381, 383; and mathematical sciences, 
391, 400; and mathe matics, 391, 400, 
407, 410; and meaning, 12, 76, 88, 
93–94, 94n51, 95, 96–97, 110, 379, 380, 
381–82, 382n8, 384, 385–86, 387, 401, 
408–9, 414, 539–40; mechanics of, 88; 
and  mental disposition, 11; and mind, 
383; money as for improvement, 13; 
and morality, 381; motivations of 
speaker of, 141; as natu ral, 88, 369; 
as noncognitive, 99–100; and oaths, 
414; operative, 99–100, 376, 386; and 
passion, 11; of passive obedience, 128; 
persuasive vs. referential functions 
of, 382–83; and phenomenal world, 
12; and philosophy, 380, 381; and 
reason, 380, 384; and religion, 381, 
390, 401, 534; of revelation, 386; and 
Rorty, 96n60; and rules, 384, 385, 390, 
390n26; and rules of conduct, 11–12, 
382n8, 384, 385, 387–88, 389, 390, 
414, 539–40; and science, 380, 381, 
384; scientific, 381, 400; and sensory 



index [ 601 ]

realms, 76; and signification of ideas, 
384; as signifying, 383; as signifying 
notions vs. ideas, 382; and signs,  
380–82; and social bonds, 366; and 
society, 191, 366; speakers of, 70; and 
spirits, 383; and theology, 384, 391, 
400; and  things other than ideas,  
96; and Toland, 381, 384, 387; uses 
of, 382n8; vis i ble world as, 104; and 
vision, 13, 25, 66, 68, 69–70, 71, 73,  
76, 77–78; visual ideas as, 13; visual 
world as, 175, 359; world as, 376.  
See also meaning; speech; words

Latimer, Hugh, 203
Latin, 34, 41, 42, 189, 375
Latin classics, 150, 152, 375
Latitudinarianism, 491
Laud, William, 38, 40
Law, Edmund, 63; translation of King’s 

De Origine Mali, 367, 473
Law, John, 476, 478, 478n87, 479n92
Law, William, The Serious Call to a 

Devout and Holy Life, 298
laws, 254; as absolute, 540; agrarian, 

480; and Christ, 431; and conscience, 
133–34; and education of nobility, 144; 
and finite spirits vs. infinite spirit, 133; 
and God, 430–31, 539; and impartial-
ity, 266; and  legal codes, 467; as  legal 
covenant, 431; moral, 128–29, 390; 
and obedience to sovereign, 17; plural-
ity of, 540; and reason, 177; subjec-
tion to, 133–34; and submission to 
authority, 147; and subordination,  
540; sumptuary, 480; and Trinity  
College Dublin, 146

laws of nature, 127, 499–504, 509; as con-
stant and invariable, 128–29; diversity 
of, 500; as general, 130–31; and God, 
104, 110, 111, 127, 500, 507, 531; and 
goods, 110, 307; and  humans, 61; as 
instructive discourse, 13; knowledge 
of, 509; and language, 13, 127; and 
moral laws, 128–29, 130, 139; and 
motion, 274; as negative vs. positive, 
131; and passive obedience, 134; as 
physical, psychological, and moral, 
175; physiological and psychological, 

61; and signs, 390; and vision, 22, 28; 
and  will, 77, 130. See also nature

Lecce, 262–63
Le Clerc, Jean, 83; Ars Cogitandi, 42; 

Logica, sive ars ratiocinandi, 40, 140; 
Physics, 40

Lee, Richard N., 10n29, 94n54
Leghorn/Livorno, 83, 198; En glish factory 

at, 202; En glish merchants in, 508; 
expatriate community in, 202; GB’s ser-
mons preached in, 23, 201–2, 203–8, 
269, 271, 351, 508; GB’s travel to, 23, 
201–2, 203–8; Jewish merchant com-
munity in, 207, 231; and trade, 351–52

Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm, 55, 64, 83, 
256, 256n44, 401, 402, 404, 404n34

Lerici, 198
Leslie, Charles, Deism Refuted, 298, 

300n54
Lestri di Levante, 198
light, 115, 508;  angles of convergence of, 

68; and chain of creation, 491; and 
colour, 88; communication of, 488, 
491; geometry of, 68–69, 70; and 
plants, 489, 490; as power, 62; and 
soul, 491; and spirit, 484, 485, 486, 
488

lightning, 507
Limborch, Philip von, 79
limits, theory of, 404–5
line, division of, 56, 215, 399–400
Lipsius, Justus, 145, 145n8
Livesey, James, 460n23
Livy, 40; The Irish Blasters, Or, the Vota-

ries of Bacchus, 416
Lloyd, Richard, 422–23
Locke, John, 4–5, 26, 39, 94n51; and 

abstraction, 88, 406; and Acts 17:28, 
82; on animals, 89; appetite and prac-
tice in, 162; and appetites, 164; and 
Anne Forster Berkeley, 298; and cau-
sality, 8; on colour, 62; combination 
of attitudes in, 101; correspondence 
with Limborch, 79; and education, 
53, 145, 146, 160–61, 163n64, 164, 166; 
An Essay Concerning  Human Under-
standing, 38, 41n36, 59, 62, 160, 178, 
380; and ideas of space and body, 82; 



[ 602 ] index

Locke, John (continued )
 on infinity, 54–55; and judgement, 178; 

and language, 96, 381, 383, 384; and 
marriage, 285; and meaning of words, 
94n51; and mind, 94–95; and moral-
ity, 212–13, 381; and particles, 94; and 
Pembroke, 59; on perception, 61–62; 
and plea sure, 162, 449; on qualities, 
90, 91; and reason, 160, 162, 166, 178, 
212–13; on relations, 9; on servitude 
vs. slavery, 238; and shame, 162–63, 
164; and slavery, 26; Some Thoughts 
Concerning Education, 145, 146n9, 
160, 189; and superior intelligence, 6; 
temperaments in, 164–65; Treatise of 
Government, 120; and Trinity College 
Dublin, 38, 39, 40, 42, 83; and truth, 
429–30; Two Treatises of Government, 
285; and words, 95; on words and 
ideas, 380–81

logic, 173; Aristotelian, 101n76; and GB’s 
Notebooks, 83; and Trinity College 
Dublin, 40, 41, 42

London, 30, 349; and earthquakes, 507; 
GB’s travels to, 113, 140, 148, 174, 
193–94, 198, 208, 217, 244, 254, 257, 
339, 377–78

London, bishop of, 321, 326, 327, 329, 
337, 342

Londonderry, 349
London Eve ning Post, 158
London Gazette, 247
Longinus, 40
Lord’s Prayer, 509
Losonsky, Michael, 94n51
Louis XIV, 146, 422, 478
love, 509; of  family, 307, 451, 454; and 

Fénelon, 298; and God, 15–16, 17, 163, 
298, 301, 307, 355, 451, 452, 454, 462; 
and marriage, 305; and restraint, 307; 
of self, 204, 301; and  will of other, 16

Lucan, 254
Lucanus, Ocellus, 495
Lucas, Richard: Enquiry  after Happiness, 

189; Practical Chris tian ity, 189
Lucca, republic of, 267
Luce, A. A., 3, 31n13, 59, 255, 293; and 

Belturbet School, 30; on William 

Berkeley, 29; Berkeley and Mal-
ebranche, 101n76; on GB’s death, 511; 
on Julia Berkeley, 520; and Rich, 336; 
and sermon on immortality, 61

Lucian, 40
Lucretius, De Rerum Natura, 370
luxury, 410, 415, 422, 473, 474, 480–81, 

499; and ancients, 271; and Bermuda, 
270; and Bermuda proj ect, 200, 323, 
324, 326; condemnation of, 532; and 
elite, 483; and freethinking, 269, 533; 
and imports, 469; and tar- water, 483

MacSparran, James, 232, 238, 242
Madden, Samuel, 82, 83, 112, 154n36,  

415, 459
magistrates, 134, 417; civil, 361, 421; and 

clergy, 418–19, 421; and freethinkers, 
419; and liberty of conscience, 419;  
of Naples, 266; obedience to, 434; 
religious, 430, 434; religiously  
unconcerned, 420; se lection of, 
265–66

magnetism, 500
Magrath, Cornelius, 510
Maintenon, Madame, 301–2
Mainwaring, Arthur, 181
Malebranche, Nicolas, 39, 81–82, 83, 114, 

116; on algebra, 53; and d’Aubigne, 
201; De La Recherche de la Vérité (The 
Search  after Truth), 42, 53; on God 
and nature, 105n92; and goods, 450; 
and ideas, judgement, and  will, 9; and 
immaterialism, 113; metaphysics of, 
140; and minds, 21n64; and Trinity 
College Dublin, 39

Mandev ille, Bernard, 390, 472–73, 
472n66, 473–74, 474n69

Manetti, Latino, 261
Maratta, Carlo, 200
Marlborough, duke of, 194
marriage, 284; and Anne Forster Berke-

ley, 303; and Bermuda proj ect, 285, 
286; and  children, 305; and Chris tian-
ity, 284–85, 287; disobedience in, 304; 
and Anne Donnellan, 288, 291; and 
 family, 285; GB’s letters on, 304–5; 
and God, 303; as good, 304–5; and 



index [ 603 ]

Locke, 285; and love, 305; and oaths, 
287; and sexual desire, 284; and sin, 
287; and social order, 287; and society, 
285, 287; and subordination, 285; and 
 women, 190, 304–5

Marsh, Narcissus, 33, 34, 38, 46, 101–2n76
Marshall, Robert, 317, 318, 319
Martin, Martin, 199–200
Martyr, Enoch, 242
Mary II, 251
Masham, Damaris, Occasional Thoughts 

in Reference to a Vertuous or Christian 
Life, 189

Mas sa chu setts, 140, 224
material beings, 274
materialism, 214; and atheism, 114; and 

atomism, 499; and Cheyne, 102; 
defences against, 114; and education, 
148; and freethinking, 360, 363; and 
immaterialism, 1; and politics, 114; 
and primary and secondary qualities, 
90; prob lems of, 112; and religion, 114; 
and scepticism, 114; and  things as they 
are vs. seem, 112, 114

material substance, 141, 386n18, 409; 
non- existence of, 1, 111, 113; and scep-
ticism, 86

material world, 114; and ideas, 534; and 
science, 6, 112

mathematical abstractions: meaning  
of, 404

mathematical sciences: and language, 391, 
400; and laws of nature, 509; and 
 matter, 87; and radical enlightenment, 
534; and St Paul’s curriculum, 149; 
and tar- water, 503

mathematicians: infidel, 59, 401, 405, 
405n39, 410, 504; and religion, 534

mathe matics, 52, 59, 83, 109, 141, 173, 
397–98, 537; and abstraction, 399–410; 
and conceived goods, 410; and educa-
tion, 54, 445; and freethinking, 400; 
and good, 400, 410; and infinites, 64; 
and language, 391, 400, 407, 410; and 
morality, 60, 104; and symbolism, 
400–401; and Trinity College Dublin, 
46, 52; utility of, 53; and weather, 28. 
See also algebra; algebraic games

 matter, 116; abstract ideas of, 89–90; 
attraction of, 184–85, 450, 486, 489, 
495, 500, 539; as cause of ideas, 10n31; 
creation of, 500; and dualism, 5; and 
existence, 89–90; existence of, 10n31, 
116; and God, 500; and Hobbes, 6; and 
immaterialism, 87; infinite divisibility 
of, 58–59, 64; as internally inconsis-
tent concept, 116; and mathematical 
sciences, 87; and mind, 6; non- 
existence of, 113; and perception, 90; 
and physical sciences, 87; and reason, 
116; and spirit, 5, 87

Maule, Edward, 459
Maule, Henry, 146n10, 219–20
Mazzuoli, Giuseppe: “Adonis,” 259; 

“Diana,” 259
McCracken, C. J., 7n14
McDowell, R. B., and D. A. Webb, 38–40
Mead, Richard, 51–52
meaning, 98–99n66. See also language; 

signs; words
mechanical hypothesis, 499–500
mechanical philosophy, 489
mechanical science, 491, 501, 503–4
mechanics, 272–74
mechanism, 484
Medici  family, 202
medicine, 278, 438, 503–4, 510–11, 531, 

536
Memoires de Trevoux, 113–14
Memoirs of Lit er a ture, 114
mercantile class, 333
mercantilism, 534
merchants, 207, 231, 508
metaphysicians, 100
metaphysics, 4, 140; Aristotelian, 103; and 

GB’s Notebooks, 83; and God’s concur-
rence, 17, 355; and good life, 15; and 
hierarchy, 18, 494; and immaterialism, 
112; Locke on, 5; and Petty, 468; and 
physics, 273; of spiritual substance, 
278; and subordination, 523; and 
Trinity College Dublin, 40, 41, 43

meteorology, 51
Methodism, 422–24
metropolis, 196, 312, 314, 350
microscopes, 75



[ 604 ] index

Middleton, Conyers, History of the Life of 
Marcus Tullius Cicero, 289

Migely, Genevieve, 8n21
Milbourne, Luke, 180
military, 30, 421, 432, 433–34, 447
militia, 24, 432, 433
millenarianism, 270
millennialism, 269
Miller, Peter, 178, 411
mind, 7n14; and abstraction, 93–94; 

active, 360; and body, 4, 484; existence 
of, 91; finite and infinite, 358; of God, 
356–57; gratifications of, 176; heal-
ing of, 455; and Hobbes, 6; infinite, 
20, 21, 24, 488, 498; and infinity, 55; 
knowledge of, 498; and language, 383; 
and Locke, 94–95; and  matter, 6; and 
movement, 274–75; and notions, 10; 
and number, 65–66, 497; and num-
bers and units, 141; as only substance, 
497; particles or conjunctions signify-
ing, 382; and perception, 8n21; and 
primary and secondary qualities, 90; 
and real  things, 86; and relations, 9, 
94–95; and sensory perception, 84; 
and spirits, 91, 358; time as succession 
of ideas in, 82; as ultimate cause, 497, 
498; and understanding, 502; and 
unity, 497, 498; and  will, 93n49.  
See also infinite mind

mind- body dualism, 273, 274
minds: bodies as ideas of, 273; bodies as 

moved by, 273; and capacity to form 
abstract ideas, 93–94; dependence of 
on ideas, 91; diff er ent faculties consti-
tuting, 92–93; finite, 24, 110–11, 488; 
and God, 66, 81, 83, 358, 497; and 
ideas, 6, 8, 9, 72–73, 91, 92, 93–94, 
141, 273; ideas of touch and vision 
in, 72–73; and ideas vs. spirits, 91; as 
linked to God, 497; as moving bodies, 
115; self- knowledge of, 92; use of, 375

minima: extended, 64; objective sensible, 
141; vis i ble, 64–67; visual, 70–71n143

miracles, 54, 180, 221, 223, 297, 364, 429
missionaries, 153, 203, 207; in Amer i ca,  

271; and Anglicanism, 23, 201–3, 
338–39, 350, 420, 531; and Bermuda 

proj ect, 308, 311, 326; and education, 
23; GB’s lack of concert with existing, 
338–46; Native Americans as, 321, 
340; Protestant, 311; Roman Catholics, 
232, 271, 311

missions, 201–3, 532; Anglican, 338–39, 
531; and Bermuda college, 228; and 
commerce, 23; to East India, 223; of 
Roman Catholic Church, 149, 271, 311; 
and St Paul’s College, 537

Mississippi scheme, 478
Misson, Maximilian, 207, 261
Mitchell, George Berkeley, 521
Mitchell, Mr (painter), 157, 157n45, 505
Mitchell, Mrs, 157n45, 521
Mitchell, Thomas, 157n45, 521
modernists, 103
Molesworth, John, 258
Molesworth, Robert, 248, 250
Molyneux, Samuel, 46, 52, 56, 139, 174
Molyneux, Thomas, 50–51
Molyneux, William, 38, 42, 73–74; and 

atlas of natu ral history, 46; and  
Dublin Philosophical Society, 46,  
47; and GB’s  career, 252; and GB’s 
Notebooks, 83; and immaterialism, 
112; and Jacobites, 247; translation  
of Descartes’s Meditations, 46;  
treatise in optics, 46

monarchs: authority of, 431; and consent 
of governed, 126; and education of 
nobles, 143; limits of subjects’ obliga-
tions to, 126; and national banks, 477; 
protection of  people by, 126. See also 
king; sovereign

monasticism, 159–60
Monck  family, 293
money, 474–75, 478–80, 479n92; and 

cartalism, 479; and coinage, 456–57, 
474–75, 480, 505; and economy, 465; 
and halfpence coin, 456; and industry, 
479; and land, 469; as language for 
improvement, 13; as mark of power, 
480; and paper currency, 352, 478–79; 
and Wood’s halfpence, 393. See also 
economy

Montagu, Edward, Lord Mandev ille, 327; 
wife of, 327



index [ 605 ]

Montagu, Elizabeth, 288, 288n10, 290–91, 
292, 303–4, 511; Essay on the Genius 
and Writings of Shakespeare, 289

Montaigne, Michel de, 212
moon, 137
Moor Park, 251
moral certainty, 54, 60
morality, 59, 111, 169, 189, 278–79, 354; 

and beauty, 129, 184, 367, 371, 377, 
388; and Anne Forster Berkeley, 363; 
and Berkeley circle, 518; and Bermuda, 
270; and Bermuda proj ect, 323, 326, 
346; and Chris tian ity, 284–85, 372; 
and Church of  England, 411, 414; and 
civil magistrates, 421; and duty against 
rebellion, 128; and early rising and 
study, 442; and economy, 463, 480; 
and education, 421, 441, 462; and 
ends, 375; and enlarged views, 68; 
and executions, 452; and freethink-
ing, 268, 353–54, 416–17n68, 504; and 
God, 104, 130, 190, 531; and goods, 
473; and Hooper, 54;  human diversity 
in, 212–13; and  human flourishing, 
389–90; and Jacobite rebellion, 245; 
and judgement, 368; and King, 63; 
and language, 381; and Locke, 212–13, 
381; and Mandev ille, 472; and mathe-
matics, 60, 104; and Montaigne, 212; 
and oaths, 414; and obedience, 390; 
and participation in divinity, 15; and 
phi los o phers, 25; and philosophy, 28; 
and planters, 338, 339, 353; and poli-
tics, 22, 175; and profit, plea sure, and 
interest, 129; public, 414; and public 
credit, 269; and public health, 504; 
and reason, 129–30, 368; and rebel-
lion, 127, 130; and religion, 416–17n68; 
and rules, 128, 390; and science, 28; 
and seeing more and seeing better, 
175–76; and sensual plea sure, 129; and 
Shaftesbury, 207, 367–68; and slavery, 
237–38, 239–40, 241; and society, 
390, 495; and speculation, 367–68, 
370; and St Christopher’s, 347; and 
subordination to ends, 374; and Swift, 
466; and trade, wealth, and luxury, 
326; and Trinity College Dublin, 41; 

universal laws of, 390; and vision, 28, 
175–76; and  will, 356. See also virtue

moral laws, 390n26; and laws of nature, 
128, 130, 139; of nature, 127, 135, 141

moral obligation: and voluntary actions, 
239

moral philosophy: and education, 
189–90

moral precepts: absolute negative, 130; 
universal negative, 132

moral sense: distinct faculty of, 374; and 
symmetry and proportion, 374

More, Henry, 17n54, 83, 102
Moriarty, Clare Marie, 405n39
Mosaic Culture, 229
Mosaic Law, 207, 228
Mosaic sources, 212
motion, 10, 23, 51, 90, 140, 406, 407, 489, 

506; absolute, 68, 273; in absolute 
space, 116; and abstraction, 272; and 
Boyle, 499, 500; communication of, 
502; and fluxions, 55; and God, 17, 81, 
279–80, 499, 500; idea of, 272; laws 
of, 500; and laws of nature, 274; and 
Locke, 5; and Newton, 402, 403, 404; 
as relative, 273; and spirit, 272

movements, 5, 273; control of by mind, 
274–75; in imagination, 279; and voli-
tion, 279–80; and  will, 274, 464

Mullart, William, 45
Murillo, Bartolome Esteban, 200
 music, 149, 165, 242, 449, 481–82; and 

Julia Berkeley, 526; and Anne Don-
nellan, 293; and GB’s  family, 156, 280; 
and passions, 482; and Philip Percival, 
320; sensual delights of, 190; and tar-
antism, 275, 280–81

Muslims, 231, 532
mysteries, 57, 390, 401
mysticism, 301, 498
mystics, 520

Naples, 253, 265, 266
Narragansett, 230
Narragansett  people, 231
Narragansett reservation, 232
national bank, 464, 471, 475–79, 480.  

See also banks



[ 606 ] index

Native Americans, 213, 226–33, 378; and 
alcohol, 439; and Anglican missions, 
339; barbarism of, 227; and belief sys-
tems, 229; and Bermuda proj ect, 26, 
308, 310, 321, 336; and Bray, 344–45; 
and Church of  England, 532; and clas-
sical cultures, 228, 229; conversion 
of, 227, 231n66, 232–33, 393; culture 
of, 26, 228–29; education of, 336, 338, 
340, 343, 344–45; GB’s lack of knowl-
edge of, 26; intermarriage with, 232; 
 labour of, 237; lit er a ture on, 26; as 
missionaries, 321, 340; and planters, 
420; po liti cal or diplomatic agency of, 
230; and religion, 228–29, 230, 231, 
343, 345, 351; in Rhode Island, 228, 
238; and St Paul’s College, 23, 149

natu ral history, 28, 104, 149, 254, 256
naturalism, 534
natu ral order, 191
natu ral phi los o phers, 6, 14
natu ral philosophy, 46, 101, 105, 486.  

See also science(s)
natu ral rights, 192
natu ral sciences, 270
nature, 21; beauty of, 369; as chain, 496; 

cultivation vs., 370; and freethink-
ing, 360, 366; and God, 14, 104, 105, 
114, 440, 531; and  humans, 369, 370; 
knowledge of as instruction, 14; leg-
ibility of, 502; moral beauty of, 371, 
377; moral laws of, 127, 135, 141; regu-
larity in, 105; as semi- autonomous, 
110; understanding of, 502–3; vis i ble 
world as language of, 104. See also laws 
of nature; plants

Neau, Elias, 339
Neoplatonists, 100
Newcastle, Duke of, 328, 396
New  England, 479
New  England Com pany, 340
Newman, Henry, 146n10, 223–24, 335, 

337, 339, 353, 354
Newport, Rhode Island, 233, 335, 352, 

443–44
Newton, Isaac, 178, 184, 401–7, 486, 502; 

and atomism, 499, 500; and calculus, 
404n34; and colour perception, 88; 

and fluxions, 64, 391, 401, 402–3, 
405–8, 409–10; and GB’s Notebooks, 
83; and gravity, 500; on motion, 272; 
Opticks, 88n33; Principia, 404; and 
refraction of light, 88; and science of 
 waters, 51

Newtonian princi ples, 104
New York, 151, 336, 337
Nichols, John, 446
Nicole, Pierre, Moral Essays, 189
Nieuwentijt, Bernard, 55, 486
Ninigret, Charles Augustus, 230
nobility: education of, 143, 144; and free-

thinking, 371–72, 373; and public 
responsibilities, 26; as rank vs. eleva-
tion of soul, 371–72. See also aristoc-
racy; gentry

Norris, John, 113, 140, 146; Divine Con-
course, 81

Norway, Patrick, 242
notional terms, 387
notions, 190, 509; defined, 10; ideas vs., 

382; and mind, 10; of relations, 9; 
scientific basis of, 417; of spirits, 10, 
58; as term, 58

numbers: as entirely in mind, 497; as 
mind- dependent, 65–66; and minima, 
65–66; negative, 400, 408, 409n50

Nurock, Vanessa, 162n60

oaths, 414–16; of allegiance, 435–36; bind-
ing nature of, 17; blasphemous, 279; 
and Blasters, 415; and conscience, 435; 
and Jacobite rebellion, 245–46; and 
marriage, 287; and Pufendorf, 245n4; 
and speech, 533; swearing of, 120, 
414–15, 499, 533

obedience, 476; to authorities, 17–18; of 
 children, 97–98; and clerisy, 17; to 
God, 17; and morality, 390; obligation 
to, 436; passive, 127–36, 139, 147, 209, 
410, 538; and protection, 17; and rank, 
191, 192; and society, 18, 190–92; to 
spiritual and temporal authority, 433; 
and virtue, 16; of wives, 17, 18. See also 
authority; subordination

O’Conor, Charles, 211–12
office workers, 25, 373, 478



index [ 607 ]

O’Flaherty, Roderic, Ogygia, 365
Oglethorpe, James, 233, 332, 348, 349, 353
Old Whigs, 269
optics, 59, 64–78, 390, 537; and Descartes, 

137; and GB’s Notebooks, 83; geomet-
ric, 68, 137; and infinites, 64–65; and 
King, 136; and minimum visibile, 65, 
67, 137

Ormond, duke of, 32, 33, 35, 36, 330
Ossory, Lord Bishop, 36
Otway, Thomas, 33
Owens, S., 286
Oxford,  England, 158–60, 174, 510
Oxford Philosophical Society, 46
Oxford University, 34, 155, 158–60, 246, 

505, 510

Pacicchelli, Giovanni Batista, 265, 266
Padua University, 253
pain, 62n113, 63, 64, 72, 77, 162
paintings, 190, 200, 259–60, 319, 481.  

See also art(s)
Palazzo Farnese, 259
Palliser, Mr, 52, 505
Palmerston, Lord, 233, 331
Pardie, Ignace Gaston, 83
Parigi, Silvia, 485
Paris, 197, 198, 199, 201, 250
Parker, Catherine. See Percival, Lady
Parker, John, 251
Parker, Mary, 82, 288
Parliament: and Bermuda proj ect grant, 

353; Church interest in, 411; and 
Church of  England, 419; and clergy, 
420; funding of Bermuda proj ect, 
350; and Irish bank, 475–76; and 
king’s legitimacy, 120, 122; and Prot-
estant Chris tian ity, 420; and St Paul’s 
College Bermuda, 333. See also House 
of Commons; House of Lords; Irish 
Parliament

Parry, Geraint, 160
Partinton, Peter, 319
Pascal, Blaise, 53, 59–60, 190, 202, 298
Pasquilino ( music master), 156–57, 449
passions: and Catholicism, 427; and 

Chris tian ity, 192; in countenances, 77; 
and freethinking, 360; ideas as, 116; 

and language, 11; management of, 454; 
and  music, 482; and public goods, 449, 
464; and reason, 450, 452; regulation 
of, 450–51, 452; restraint of, 416, 449; 
and social order, 416; visibility of, 70. 
See also emotions

Paul, Saint, 17–18, 80–81, 235, 261, 387, 
430, 431

Pazzi, Maria Magdalene de, 222, 429n98
Pearce, Kenneth L., 66, 390n26
peasants, 143, 217, 275–76; Catholic, 465, 

465n42, 468, 469, 535; poverty of, 219, 
470

Pelham, Mr, 327, 329
Pelling, Dr, 330
Pembroke, Earl of, 59, 109, 113, 140, 330
Pendarves, Mary, 440
Pennsylvania, 154
Perault, Pierre, 50
perception, 84, 86, 214; of colour, 88; and 

existence, 91; and existence and  matter, 
90; and extension, 116; and GB, 5–6; of 
ideas, 7, 8, 9, 91, 93; and immaterial-
ism, 1, 25; Locke on, 61–62; and mind, 
8n21; of objects other than  things, 62; 
phenomenology of, 88; of power, 62;  
of regular and lawlike behaviour, 7;  
by spirits, 91; and understanding, 8, 9. 
See also senses

Percival, John, Jr, 480
Percival, Lady, 82, 140, 194, 320
Percival, Martha Ussher Donnellan, 288, 

292
Percival, Philip, 285, 288, 320
Percival, Sir John, 22, 194, 203, 288, 293

and Bermuda proj ect, 310, 311, 312, 
321, 324, 331, 333, 336, 350–51, 
353

birth of son of, 160
and Byrd, 230–31
and conversion of Africans, 332
correspondence of: from Cooley,  

4 September 1750, 157, 505; from 
GB, 174, 224, 252, 319–20; from 
GB, 22 September 1709, 445;  
from GB, 21 October 1709, 
120, 122, 124; from GB, 1 
March 1709/10, 376–77; from GB, 



[ 608 ] index

correspondence of (continued )
 1 March 1710, 124, 136–37; 

from GB, 16 April 1713, 194; 
from GB, 28 July 1715, 244; 
to GB, 2 August 1715, 244–45; 
from GB, 9 August 1715, 245; 
from GB, 18 August 1715, 
245; from GB, 22 Septem-
ber 1715, 245; from GB, 26 
September 1715, 245; from 
GB, May 1716, 247; from GB, 
26 May 1716, 248; from GB, 1 
March, 1717, 253, 449; from GB, 
6 April, 1717, 253; from GB, 18 
June 1717, 262–63; from GB, 
1 September, 1717, 253; from 
GB, 26 April, 1718, 253; from 
GB, 9–20 July, 1718, 253; from 
GB, 4 March 1723, 308–10, 315; 
from GB, 10 February 1726, 233; 
from GB, 24 June 1726, 306–7; 
from GB, 3 September 1728, 
294; from GB, 29 March 1730, 
335, 444; from GB, Jr, 24 
January 1742, 480; from GB, 
Jr, 26 March 1742, 480; from 
GB, 3 December 1747, 288; to 
his  brother, 6 February 1725, 
320–21

and deanery of Down, 392–94
and early rising, 440
and funds for Bermuda proj ect, 

233, 329, 330
and GB on Collins, 179
and GB on honors from Williams-

burg, 343
on GB’s Advice to the Tories, 246
and GB’s  career, 252
GB’s toast to health of, 446
and GB’s travels, 198
GB’s visit to Burton estate of, 446
GB’s visit to Lohort estate of, 30, 

157, 505
and Georgia, 348
and Gibson, 393–94
and Hoadly, 393
and immaterialism, 112, 113
and Irish trade and industry, 456

and Jacobite rebellion, 244, 245
and Jekyll, 421
and Locke, 160
and marriage to Catherine Parker, 

82, 140
and  music, 449, 482
and Oglethorpe, 332
and Plato, 111
and preaching against rebellion, 147
and preferment for GB, 392–93
and Richardson, 420, 514
and treaty of commerce with 

France, 195
and Whigs, 126

Percival circle, 288
Percival  family, 32, 319–20
Percival  house, and Anne Donnellan rela-

tionship, 291
Perfect, Dr, 521
Peterborough, Charles Mordaunt, Earl  

of, 22, 136, 195, 197, 198–99, 203, 205, 
330

Peterborough mission, 195, 197, 198–99, 
203, 250

Petty, William, 467–68
Phelan, James, 36
phenomena: and activity of other agents, 

538–39; and dualism, 5; generalisation 
about, 539; and God, 87, 455; as God’s 
instructive discourse, 531; idiosyncratic 
and unpredictable, 533; interpretation 
of, 538–39; regularity of, 26

phenomenal world, 115; expressive and 
communicative nature of, 24; and 
infinite spirit as talking to finite spir-
its, 531; as instructive discourse, 14; 
regularity of, 10

Philadelphia, 336
philanthropy, 455
phi los o pher(s): and Alciphron, 363; as 

asocial, 109; as conservative, 530; 
as guides and instructors, 100; as 
iconoclasts, 25, 100, 179, 530, 537; as 
introspective, 108; as introverted, 100; 
men of action vs., 185; minute, 360; as 
moral- religious guide, 25; obedience 
to, 17; and prophecy, 269–70; as reli-
gious, collegiate man of taste, 109; as 



index [ 609 ]

scientist, 25; and sociability, 185;  
and social order, 530; social worlds  
of, 109; as solitary, 108, 109; as spiri-
tual guide, 530, 537; and truth, 530;  
of way of ideas, 110

philosophical personae, 99–112, 114; theory 
of, 100

philosophical science, 84
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal 

Society, 51, 53, 109, 537
philosophy, 149, 511; ancient, 437, 487, 

491–92, 498–99; Aristotelian- 
scholastic, 107; authority of master  
in, 103; as coherent enterprise, 100; 
corpuscularian, 107–8; and daily  
practice, 437–38; and Enlightenment, 
535; experimental, 274; and GB’s char-
acter, 292; and language, 380, 381; 
and morality, 28; post- Reformation 
Eu ro pean, 107; principia in, 274;  
and Protestantism, 109; and reason, 
186; and religion, 109; scholastic, 46, 
108; and science, 25, 28, 103–5; social 
objectives of, 80; theology, 103–5; and 
Trinity College Dublin, 39, 40, 42, 46

physical laws, 141
physical princi ples, 489
physical sciences, 87, 112, 149, 390, 503, 509
physical world, 24, 176
physicians, 504
physicists, 273, 489
physics, 107, 141, 272–74, 407; Aristote-

lian, 100; and  causes, 273; and faulty 
thought experiments, 273; and meta-
physics, 273; as new scholasticism, 
272; and theology, 273

physiology, 47, 488
Piazza del Popolo, Rome, 261–62, 323
Piazza d’Espagna, Rome, 262
Piazza Navona, Rome, 262, 280
Pico della Mirandola, Giovanni, 377
Pilkington, Laetitia, 352–53, 415
Pincus, Steve, 196–97, 205
Pindar, 255
pine resin, 483, 488–89. See also tar- water
plantations, 314, 347, 348
planters, 236, 338, 339, 344, 350, 353, 420
plants, 489, 490, 491, 502. See also nature

Plato, 30, 39, 102, 111, 305; Parmenides, 
492; Protagoras, 373; Timaeus, 492

Platonic tradition, 498
Platonism, 111, 491
plea sure, 183; aesthetic, 280, 481; and 

Astell, 163; and charity, 206; and 
choice, 184; and education, 164; of eye 
and ear, 186, 278, 280, 449, 483; and 
Fénelon, 301; and goods, 130; goods 
and evils determined on basis of, 129; 
higher, 141, 184; higher sensory, 186; 
King on, 62n113, 63; and language of 
vision, 78; laws of, 64; and Locke, 162; 
maximisation of, 141; and moral sense, 
374; nature of truly  human, 360; and 
pain, 129, 301; and reason, 186; regu-
lation of, 186; second- order, 206; sen-
sual, 129, 448–49, 454; social, 184; and 
tangible phenomena, 72; and touch, 
77; and universal negative moral pre-
cepts, 131; and virtue, 184

Pliny the Elder, 40, 255, 507
Pliny the Younger, 289
Plotinus, 492–93, 502n167
Plummer, Mr, 327
Pocock, J. G. A., 126–27n21, 196, 269, 270
Pococke, Edward, 34
poetry, 189, 190, 269–70
politics, 3, 19, 111, 115, 170, 172, 209, 244, 

249, 265; and Addison, 266–67; and 
Berkeley  family, 29; and Collins, 
180–81; and Cudworth, 493; disaf-
fection with, 391; and education, 144, 
155; faction- ridden, 205; and Fénelon, 
301, 460; and freethinking, 178, 180; 
and God, 190, 509, 531; Irish, 110; and 
Kilkenny College, 43; and King, 136, 
139; and language, 126–27; and mate-
rialism, 114; and moderation, 193–94; 
and morality, 22, 175; and national 
banks, 476; and Native Americans, 
229; and participation in divinity, 15; 
and prejudices, 417; providentialism 
in, 139; and public credit, 269; and 
public goods, 534; rationalism in,  
139; and religion, 436; and trade,  
196; and Trinity College Dublin, 43, 
83; in Venice, 267



[ 610 ] index

poor  people, 434; and agriculture, 461; 
of Bermuda, 270; in Cloyne, 459–60, 
459n18; Dobbs on, 457; and economy, 
470–71; education of, 16; and Georgia 
proj ect, 348; hospitals for, 16; institu-
tions for, 16; in Kilkenny, 459; and 
King, 473; and Locke, 161; as self- 
financing, 161

Poovey, Mary, 468
pope, 267, 429, 431, 432
Pope, Alexander, 110, 253, 257, 331
Popery, 223
Pratt, Benjamin, 174, 247
prejudice(s), 504; appropriate, 422; and 

banks, 480; correct, 417; and educa-
tion, 166–67, 430; erroneous, 427; 
extirpation of, 360, 361, 363, 366; and 
freethinkers, 360, 361, 370, 417, 427, 
430; instillation of correct, 98; local, 
25; and Locke, 160; practice sustained 
by, 421; and religion, 417, 430; role of, 
169; as shaping  human action, 437; 
and signs, 480; and truth, 166

Presbyterian church, 182
Pretender, 432
Price, William, 158n50, 456n4
priests, 57, 219, 223, 316, 418, 419, 429, 

434, 435
Prior, Matthew, 22, 197, 200, 205
Prior, Thomas, 198, 306, 312

and Arbor Hill  house for GB, 395
and coinage, 474–75, 505
correspondence of, 351; with GB, 

433; from GB, 459; from GB, 
26 February 1713/14, 83; from 
GB, 12 June 1725, 329; from GB, 
20 January 1726, 319, 451; from 
GB, 15 March 1726, 329; from 
GB, 3 September 1726, 287; 
from GB, 6 July 1727, 334; from 
GB, 24 April 1729, 224; from 
GB, 7 May 1730, 351; from GB, 
7 January 1733/34, 441; from 
GB, 13 March 1733, 319; from 
GB, 7 February 1734, 448; from 
GB, 2 March 1734, 448; from 
GB, 8 February 1741, 483; from 
GB, 15 February 1741, 483; from 

GB, 12 September 1746, 159; 
from GB, 6 February 1747, 506; 
from GB, 2 February 1749, 506

and deanery of Derry, 317
as GB’s agent, 451
and GB’s church preferment, 

395–96
and GB’s cousin’s  will, 29
and GB’s finances, 399n22
and GB’s marriage, 287, 288
and GB’s public letter on national 

bank, 475
and  house outside of Dublin, 294
on imports, 458
and Irish coinage, 456–57
and Irish economic patriotism, 457
and stay at Lohort, 505
and value of Cloyne, 395–96, 397
and Van Homrigh estate, 319

Probyn, Clive, 318
Proclus, 492, 496
property, 285, 469
property rights, 168
prophecy, 269–70, 502
Protestant church, 20
Protestant elite, 146, 311, 456
Protestant institutions, 223
Protestantism: Anglican, 535; and Ber-

muda college proj ect, 210; and Cathol-
icism, 19; conversion of Americans to, 
232; defence of, 430; and freethinkers, 
181; and GB in Italy, 23; imposition of, 
462; and philosophy, 109; and po liti cal 
rebellion, 431–32; rights and privileges 
of established, 436; and saints and 
martyrs, 203; as salvation for Irish, 
219

Protestant landowners, 465n42
Protestant missionaries. See missionaries
Protestants, 213, 351, 420; Catholic inter-

ests in common with, 434; Catholics 
apprenticed to, 465; and Church of 
Ireland, 217n26; and commerce, 206; 
and Dublin, 217n26; and education, 
3, 149, 311; and Georgia proj ect, 348; 
and Hanoverian succession, 249; and 
infallibility, 429; in Ireland, 310, 468; 
nonconformist, 182–83



index [ 611 ]

providence, 184, 375n42; and Chris tian ity, 
363, 364, 365, 389; and freethinking, 
361, 363; and  humans, 97–98; and 
radical enlightenment, 534; truth of, 
540; and vision, 28. See also God

Providence Island Com pany, 327
public executions, 452
Public Gazetteer, 300
public good(s), 131–32, 435–36, 534; 

appetites as managed for, 450; and 
art, 260; Ciceronian conception 
of, 411; and economics, 532; and 
murder, 132–33; and passions, 449, 
464; re distribution as, 305; and reli-
gion, 268; and temporary servitude 
and forced  labour, 26; and universal 
negative moral precepts, 132. See also 
good(s)

public health, 254, 266, 410, 483–84, 504
Pufendorf, Samuel Freiherr von, 26, 41n36, 

123, 145, 238, 245n4; The Whole Duty 
of Man, 41, 189

purgatory, 431
Puritans, 491
Pythagoras, 41, 185
Pythagoreanism, 491
Pythagoreans, 491

Quakers, 224, 225, 240–41, 413
qualities, 90, 91
Quarterman, Mrs, 529

Rabblings, 182
Ramsay, James, 347
Raphael, Transfiguration of Christ, 258
Raphson, Joseph, 55, 83
Rashid, Salim, 459n18
rational vs. real beings (ens rationis vs. ens 

reale), 84–85
reason, 169, 176, 210, 380, 504; and alge-

braic games, 209; and animals, 89; 
and appetites, 446, 448, 452; and art, 
260; and Astell, 166; and atheism, 
364; authority of individual, 430; 
and beauty, 164, 374; and behaviour, 
480; and Bible, 250; and Catholicism, 
221, 427; and Chris tian ity, 192–93, 
250, 381; and Collins, 58, 180; and 

creation, 141; and custom, 212; and 
education, 160; and Enlightenment, 
535; and enthusiasm, 423n84; and 
extensive views, 184; and faith, 186, 
430; and freethinking, 177–78; and 
God, 177, 192, 431, 484, 495; good as 
true end of, 383, 388, 390, 503; and 
goods, 61, 141, 307, 489; as guide to 
behaviour, 437; and happiness, 380; 
and  humans, 141; and ideas as images, 
139–40; and indulgence of appetites, 
446; and King, 63; and language, 380, 
384; and laws, 177; and Locke, 160, 162, 
166, 178, 212–13; and  matter, 116; and 
Montaigne, 212; and morality, 129–30, 
368; and moral laws of nature, 127; 
and passions, 450, 452; and phenom-
enal world, 531; and philosophical 
personae, 100; and philosophy, 186; 
and pleasures, 186; and religion, 
177, 181; and science, 400; and self- 
interest, 186–87; and Smiglecius, 84; 
and social bonds, 366; and symmetry 
and proportion, 374; and theology, 
400, 405; and Toland, 57, 181; and 
universal negative moral precepts,  
131, 132; and virtue, 60; and  will, 484

rebellion, 123, 127–28, 130, 134–35, 143, 
147, 175, 431–32

Redford, Bruce, 252–53
Redwood Library, Newport, RI, 354
Reformation, 361, 431, 494
relations, 94–96; as attitudinal, disposi-

tional, temperamental, affective, 141; 
ideas vs., 9; Locke on, 9; and mind, 
9, 94–95; notions of, 9, 10; notion vs. 
idea of, 116; particles or conjunctions 
signifying, 382; spirits vs., 9

religion(s), 190; in Amer i ca, 224–26; 
authority of, 534; and Anne Forster 
Berkeley, 294–95, 298; and Bermuda 
college, 228; and Bermuda proj ect, 
323; and civil governments, 391; and 
civil obedience, 416–17; and Collins, 
179–80; and commerce, 202; and con-
formity, 180; contempt for, 187, 188; 
and customs, 480n94; defense of, 87, 
179; diversity of, 364, 365; and Anne 



[ 612 ] index

religion(s) (continued )
 Donnellan, 293; and economy, 268, 

463, 467; and education, 145, 462; 
and enlarged views, 68; established, 
302; established authorities of, 181; 
and ethnography, 200; and expatriate 
communities, 202; and freethinking, 
400, 401, 416–17n68; and government, 
416–17; and hierarchical social obliga-
tion, 192;  human diversity in, 212–13; 
and  human potential, 231n66; and 
immaterialism, 117; and King, 87; 
and language, 381, 390, 401, 534; and 
Locke, 381; and lower  orders, 19n61; 
and materialism, 114; and mathemati-
cians, 534; and mechanical science, 
501, 504; and morality, 416–17n68; 
and Native Americans, 228–29, 230, 
231, 343, 345, 351; as natu ral, 369; 
and phi los o pher, 25; and philosophy, 
109; and po liti cal loyalty, 436; and 
prejudices, 417, 430; programme for, 
80; and public good, 268; and reason, 
177, 181; reverence for, 417; in Rhode 
Island, 224; as salvation of Irish, 219; 
and Shaftesbury, 213; and society, 187, 
192, 435; and state, 202, 532; and tar-
antism, 275; wars of, 178; worship and 
ser vices in, 381

religious magistrates, 430, 434
Rembrandt, 200
Reni, Guido, 200, 260; “Madeleine,” 259
retirement, 443–44, 448, 454
Revolution of 1689, 118, 128, 139
Revolution settlement, 120, 124, 126, 136
rhe toric, 106, 107, 127, 210, 215
Rhode Island, 237, 350; apprenticeships 

in, 238; currency in, 352; GB residence 
in, 354; GB’s influence in, 354; GB’s 
purchase of land in, 337–38; GB’s resi-
dence in, 348; GB’s travels to, 140, 210; 
General Assembly of, 352;  labour in, 
238; Native Americans in, 228, 238; 
paper currency of, 479; Quakers in, 225, 
240–41; slavery in, 26, 227, 233–34, 
238; state and religion in, 224; as St 
Paul’s College location, 335, 337

Rich, Nathaniel, 327, 336

Richardson, Samuel, 289, 292; Pamela, 
420; Sir Charles Grandison, 514

Richier, Isaac, 314
Ridley, Nicholas, 203
Riley, Patrick, 422
Roberts, John Russell, 9n23, 13, 386n19, 

389, 389n24
Roberts, J., 420, 514
Robins, Benjamin, 409
Robinson, Abraham, 404
Rogers, Jonathan, 326, 328
Roman Catholic Church, 159, 223, 535; 

and Addison, 267; and Amer i ca, 362; 
and Anglican church, 302; and Anne 
Forster Berkeley, 298; and education, 
149, 311; and freethinking, 361–62, 363; 
and indulgences, 431; and Livorno/
Leghorn expatriate community, 202; 
miracles and canonisations in, 429; 
missions of, 149, 271, 311; and papal 
infallibility, 429; and state, 434.  
See also Roman Catholicism

Roman Catholic clergy, 211, 221, 434–35
Roman Catholicism, 160, 213, 225, 232, 

410, 430, 467; and Church of  England, 
19, 467; and Collins, 361; and con-
science and  free thought, 430; conver-
sion to, 428–29; and freethinking, 
181, 361, 362; and GB in Italy, 23; 
GB’s intolerance of, 213; and idleness, 
211, 223; in Italy, 222; and passions, 
427; and peasantry, 465, 465n42, 468, 
469, 535; and Protestantism, 19; and 
reason, 221, 427; saints and martyrs 
of, 203, 222; and superstition, 23; and 
tarantism, 275. See also Roman Catholic 
Church

Roman Catholic priests, 219, 223
Roman Catholics, 210–12, 217; in Amer-

i ca, 271; and Anglican missions, 339; 
apprenticed to Protestants, 465; and 
attendance of Protestant worship, 
427–28; and authority, 434; census of, 
395; and Church of  England, 532; in 
Cloyne, 391, 427–28, 432–33, 434–35; 
conversion of, 24, 210–11, 393, 399, 
428, 465, 467, 531, 535; and economy, 
432–33, 465, 467; and freethinking, 



index [ 613 ]

181; GB’s attitude  toward, 26; and 
instruction, 434; and land, 468–69; 
as missionaries, 232, 271, 311; penal 
laws against, 181; pope’s sovereignty 
over, 432; population of in Ireland, 
468; Protestant interests in common 
with, 434; and Protestants, 465; ritu-
als of, 26; social position of, 232; and 
superstition, 26; and Swift, 181; and 
tarantism, 278; as traders, 468; as 
underdeveloped peasantry, 468. See 
also Irish Catholics

Romans, ancient, 267, 349, 374
Rome, 253, 256
Rorty, Amélie Oksenberg, 143–44n3
Rorty, Richard, 90n42, 96n60, 167
Ross, Ian Campbell, 119
Rousseau, Jean- Jacques, Èmile, ou de 

l’éducation, 145
Rowley, Hercules, 475–76
Royal Dublin Society, 265, 457–59, 460
Royal Society, 46
Rubens, Sir Peter Paul, Magdalen, 481
Rundle, Thomas, 331
Rupert, Prince, 142, 143
Russel, Mr, 319
Ryder, Henry, 32

Sacheverell, Henry, 124–26, 446
Sacheverell trial, 180, 249
Sacramental Test, 180, 182, 250, 395, 412, 

421, 466–67. See also Tests
Sacraments, 233, 429
saints, 221, 222
Saint Vitus, 221
saline solutions, 510, 511
Sallust, 40
Samuel Pepyat, Dublin, 52
Sanderson, Robert, Prelections, 41
San Pietro in Montorio, Trastevere, 258
saponification, 488
satire, 106–7, 111, 295, 472, 476; and Anne 

Forster Berkeley, 295–97, 362–63, 393; 
Christian- Horatian, 295; and Toland, 
381

Scaliger, Joseph Justus, 84, 102
scepticism, 2, 179, 410, 534; and freethink-

ing, 25, 360; and immaterialism, 1, 25, 

86–87, 114, 179, 537; and materialism, 
114; and material substance, 86; and 
science, 6–7; and Swift, 466

scholar, life of, 447–48
scholasticism, 42, 46, 84, 101–2, 103, 108, 

109
scholastic logician, 100
science(s), 47, 254; abstractions of, 272; 

and discourse of phenomena, 389; 
divine, 104; and Dublin Philosophical 
Society, 46, 47; as false, 104–5; and 
good, 489; good as true end of, 383, 
388, 390, 503;  human, 104; and imma-
terialism, 87, 112, 537; and knowledge, 
421; and language, 380, 381, 384, 391, 
400; and material world, 6, 87, 112; 
mathematical, 87, 149, 391, 400, 503, 
509, 534; mechanical, 491, 501, 503–4; 
and morality, 28; and notions and 
opinions, 417; and phenomenal world, 
531; philosophical, 84; and philoso-
phy, 25, 28, 103–5; and presence of 
God, 438; and reason, 400; received 
opinions of, 179; and religion, 501, 
504; and scepticism, 6–7; and senses, 
6; and speculation, 437; and theol-
ogy, 28; and Trinity College Dublin, 
40, 41, 46; of  waters and atmosphere, 
51; and  women, 190. See also natu ral 
philosophy; natu ral sciences; physical 
sciences; physics

Scotland, 182, 244, 476, 478
Scott, Edward, 354
Scott, John, The Christian Life, 189
Scougal, Henry, The Life of God in the 

Soul of Man, 295n38, 298
sculpture, 259
Searing, James, 354
seawater, 510–11
Secker, Catherine Benson, 514
Secker, Thomas, 413–14, 512, 514
self- interest, 461; and charity, 204; and 

commerce, 185, 187; and education, 187; 
and material goods, 204; and natu ral 
order, 191; party as, 125; and reason, 
186–87; and sociability, 184, 185; and 
Toland, 57; true interest vs., 147

self- knowledge, 10n31, 12, 92



[ 614 ] index

self- love, 204, 301
Senex, John, A New General Atlas,  

311–13
sensations, 2
sense perceptions, 84, 86
senses: and aether, 486; and air, 486; and 

dualism, 5; experiences of, 110, 176; 
and external real ity, 6; and freethink-
ing, 360; function of, 137; and God, 
7, 86, 114; gratifications of, 176; het-
erogeneity of ideas of diff er ent, 71; and 
ideas, 6, 7, 83; ideas derived from, 382; 
ideas of experience through, 272; and 
immaterialism, 86; knowledge of, 81; 
and lawlike regularity in world, 6; and 
material world, 6; phenomena of  
diff er ent, 78; and plea sure, 129, 
448–49, 454; and science, 6. See also 
perception

sensory impressions, 7
sensory realms, 75, 76
Sergeant, John, Solid Philosophy 

Asserted, 83
Serjeantson, Richard, 103
servitude, 18, 26, 238, 239, 242
sexuality, 284, 286, 306
Sgarbi, Marco, 101–2n76
Shadwell, John, 42, 44, 316
Shaftesbury, Anthony Ashley Cooper, 

Third Earl of, 183n26, 370; and 
aristocracy, 368, 368n24; and Anne 
Forster Berkeley, 183n26, 297; Char-
acteristics, 367–68, 511; death of, 534; 
and freethinking, 183–84, 213; and 
Hutcheson, 250; and Molesworth, 
250; and morality, 207, 367–68; and 
nobility, 371; and religious difference, 
213; and ridicule of academic writing, 
371; and virtue, 184, 206

Shakespeare, William, 289, 290
Sheridan, Richard, 347
Sheridan, Thomas, 286, 287, 318
Sicily, 195, 271–72
signs, 480; and actions, 379; as arbitrary, 

13, 76; and contexts, 76; and Des-
cartes, 69; doctrine of, 390; and emo-
tions, 379, 382n8; and God, 11; God’s 
organisation of universe as, 222; as 

guidance for conduct, 11; and ideas, 
10, 11, 56, 87–88, 382n8; and infinite 
quantities, 55; and language, 70,  
380–82; and laws of nature, 390; 
meaningful, 382n8; meaning of, 12, 
76; natu ral, 536; and phenomenal 
world, 12; and prejudice, 480; and 
rules, 390; and rules of conduct, 11–12, 
382n8, 383, 384, 385; spirit as medi-
ated by, 282; and spirit communica-
tions, 22; and spirits, 12; spirits as 
read through, 279; in system, 76; and 
tactile referents, 73; uses of, 379–80; 
and velocity, 405; visual, 73; and 
words, 58, 89; and world, 12, 278–79, 
376. See also meaning

slavery: abolition of, 233, 239; and bap-
tism, 413, 421; and British Empire, 
236; and Ca rib bean, 315; and Chris-
tian ity, 235, 240; dystopia of, 348; 
GB’s apology for, 239; and Georgia 
proj ect, 349; and God, 239, 240, 241; 
and  human worth, 240; in Ireland, 
242; and Locke, 26, 238; and morality, 
237–38, 239–40, 241; and persuasion, 
240; and public good, 26; and Pufen-
dorf, 238; and Quakers, 240–41; and 
Rhode Island, 26, 238; and servitude, 
238, 239; as social good, 233, 237–38; 
and society, 239; and St Christopher’s, 
347; vio lence and injustice of, 239

slaves, 213, 226, 229, 232–42, 378; and 
Anglican missions, 339; baptism of, 
232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 338, 344, 
350, 351, 413, 421; and Bermuda, 314; 
and Boston petitioned for their free-
dom in 1774, 239–40; and Bray, 344; 
and Chris tian ity, 235; and Church of 
 England, 532; and Codrington, 344; 
conversion of, 232–33, 338; cult or 
culture of, 227; of GB, 233, 234; GB’s 
attitude  toward, 26; GB’s purchase 
of, 2;  labour of, 237–38; in Leghorn/
Livorno, 207–8; and MacSparran, 
242; manumission of, 233–34; and 
Neau, 339; and planters, 420; in 
Rhode Island, 227; and social hierar-
chy, 236; and social order, 235; and 



index [ 615 ]

SPG, 236, 344; and subordination, 20, 
236; and Yorke- Talbot opinion, 236. 
See also black  people

Sloane, Hans, 48, 50, 51, 52, 537
Smalridge, Doctor, 113, 194–95
Smibert, John, 149, 157–58, 226, 257, 319, 

323, 325
Smiglecius (Śmiglecki), Martinus, 41, 42, 

101n76; Logica, 40, 84, 85
Smith, Adam, Theory of Moral Sentiments, 

281
Smith, Charles, 481
Smith, Mr, 328n46
Smith, Simon, 336–37
sociability, 184–85, 187, 191, 193–94, 291, 

292, 454, 518
social class, 208, 226, 372–73, 465, 534
social goods: and Addison, 267; and 

eugenics, 306; and forced  labour, 
208; harmony as, 210; and religion in 
Amer i ca, 225; slavery as, 233, 237–38; 
from vicious choices, 473–74

social order, 152, 241; and baptism of 
slaves, 235; and Church of  England, 
251; collapse of in 1688–1689, 110; and 
Collins, 180–81; and conscience, 421; 
diversity of belief and opinion in, 181; 
and education, 155, 310; and ethnically 
diff er ent  people, 226; and freethink-
ing, 180–81, 366; and immaterialism, 
114; and liberty of conscience, 421; and 
Locke, 161; and marriage, 287; and 
phi los o phers, 530; and restraint of pas-
sions, 416; stability of, 161; and state- 
church alliance, 420; and Swift, 179; 
and Trinity College Dublin, 43, 146

social ranks, 372–73
social sciences, 270
social work, 223
society, 133, 178, 411; and art, 256; and 

Astell, 163; and Bermuda, 314; and 
Bermuda college, 228; and Bermuda 
proj ect, 323; bonds of, 366, 495; and 
Chris tian ity, 177; and Cloyne, 410, 
411; and commerce, 208; and confes-
sional difference, 110; conversation 
in, 444–45; and conversion, 378; and 
diabolism, 279; and dining, 446; and 

discipline, 27, 452; and Anne Donnel-
lan, 291; and ecumenism, 225; and 
education, 144, 155, 161, 188, 208, 310, 
366, 378, 417; and ethnography, 200; 
and executions, 452; fabric of, 182; in 
France, 208; freedom from interrup-
tions of, 443–44; and freethinking, 
504; general vs. individual features 
of, 134; and God, 17–18, 21, 531, 535; 
and goods, 367, 450; gradual pro-
gress of, 480n94; harmony of, 225, 
495; health of, 263–64; and hierarchy, 
17, 20, 28, 144, 212, 236; historical 
features of, 134; and  human intercon-
nectedness, 208; institutions of, 18, 
20, 133; interdependence in, 208; in 
Italy, 208; and King’s College, 152; 
and The Ladies Library, 189; and 
learning, 108; and Locke, 160, 162; 
and marriage, 285, 287; and morality, 
390, 495; and mutual subservience of 
individual desires, 186–87; and Native 
Americans, 229; and oaths, 414; and 
obedience, 18, 190–92; and obliga-
tions and responsibilities, 99; and 
participation in divinity, 15, 20; and 
phi los o phers, 109; programme for, 
80; and public goods, 534; and radical 
enlightenment, 534; and reason, 366; 
reform of, 536; and religion, 187, 192, 
435; and salvation for Irish, 219; and 
slavery, 239; and speech, 191, 366; and 
Swift, 182; and tarantism, 276, 281; 
and Trinity College Dublin, 83; and 
virtue, 535; and visual arts, 254; wor-
ship vs., 443

Society for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge (SPCK), 223, 321, 331,  
335

Society for the promotion of Knowledge 
and Virtue, 354

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts (SPG), 151, 180–81, 
315, 321; anniversary sermon of 1711, 
344; and baptism of slaves, 236, 344; 
and Bray, 331; and Codrington Col-
lege, 344; and Cutler, 337; GB’s Anni-
versary Sermon (1732) for, 227, 



[ 616 ] index

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts (SPG) (continued )

 232–33, 235, 236, 339, 378; and Jekyll, 
421; and Leghorn/Livorno, 202; mis-
sions of, 338–39

Socrates, 111, 303
Socratic dialogue, 359
solar emanation, 490, 491, 492
Solomon, 82
Somers Islands. See Bermuda
Somers Islands Com pany, 314, 327
Sophocles, 40
Sotherne, Francis, 31n13
Sotherne, Margaret, 31n13
soul, animal. See  under spirit, animal
soul(s): bipartite, 486; and Boyle, 501; 

and divine fire, 508–9; elevation of, 
371–72; and freethinking, 361; and 
God, 81; immortality of, 87, 361; and 
light, 491; tendency of to refinement, 
503; as units, 497

South Amer i ca, 196
Southerne, Elisabeth, 31–32n13
Southerne, Thomas, 31–32n13
South Sea  Bubble, 268, 269, 269n77
South Sea Com pany, 330
Southwell, Edward, 392–93
sovereigns: allegiance to, 120, 175, 246; and 

church, 19; legitimacy of, 118, 120–21; 
necessity of, 43; as no longer command-
ing obligation, 128; obedience to, 17; 
opposition to, 436; rebellion against, 
127–28, 130; and settlement of 1689, 
120; subjection and obedience to, 19. 
See also king; monarch

sovereignty, 532
space, absolute, 116, 273, 400
Spain, 348
Spanish Catholic missionaries, 232
Spanish Steps, 258
Spanish Succession, War of, 195, 197, 205
Spartanism, 286, 422
The Spectator, 148, 187
speech, 25, 379–90; and conduct, 11–12, 

25; good as true end of, 12, 383, 387, 
388, 390, 503, 540; Locke on, 380; and 
oaths, 533; and phenomenal world, 
531; philosophical and scientific, 381; 

and society, 191, 366; true vs. false ends 
of, 380. See also language

Spinoza, Benedict de, 6, 83
spirit, 7n14, 116; as active, 93, 358; and 

aether, 24, 484, 485, 486, 488; and air, 
484, 485, 486, 488; animal, 282, 486, 
487, 490, 538; and body, 4; and Boyle, 
501; evidence of to self, 497; and fire, 
484, 485, 487, 488; and God, 488; and 
heat, 486; and immaterialism, 87; and 
light, 484, 485, 486, 488; Locke on, 
5; and  matter, 5, 87; as mediated by 
signs or instruments, 282; and motion, 
272; notion vs. idea of, 116; as only 
causal power, 87; as only substance, 
87; operations of, 509; as operative 
force, 92; philosophy of, 539, 541; and 
Platonism, 111; as  simple, undivided, 
active being, 8, 93; as substance, 5–6, 
5n8, 13; and thinking, 357; as ultimate 
cause, 484; and understanding, 8, 93, 
388; and  will, 9, 93; as willing, 9, 388. 
See also infinite spirit

spirits: and action, 131; as active, 7, 95; 
and agency, 62; angelic, 279; bodies as 
ideas of, 273; and causality, 7–8, 115, 
480; communication of through signs, 
22; defined, 7; diabolic, 279; disposi-
tions of, 77; elevation of, 440; exis-
tence of, 116; existence of other, 10n31; 
God as, 539; and goods, 12, 13;  human, 
279; and ideas, 10, 20, 95, 137, 141, 484; 
ideas as manner of being of, 87; ideas 
as mediating communication of, 88; 
ideas as passive effects of, 13; ideas 
as subordinated to, 91; ideas of other, 
58; ideas vs., 7, 8, 9; and individual 
choices, 474; inference of agency to, 
540; instruction and advice of, 99; and 
Johnson, 357; and knowledge, 10, 99; 
and language, 383; and  matter, 5; and 
mind, 91, 358; as moving bodies, 115; 
notions of, 10, 58; and participation in 
God, 18, 531;  people as, 539; percep-
tion by, 91; as read through signs, 279; 
relations vs., 9; and signs, 12, 279; 
tarantulas as mediums for, 279; use 
of, 375; as wilful beings, 533; and  will, 



index [ 617 ]

8, 9n23, 93, 533; as willing some con-
ceived good, 13; and  will or agency, 62; 
words signifying, 382. See also finite 
spirits

spiritual substance, 141, 278–79
spiritual world, 176
Sprat, Thomas, 84
Staffordshire, 29–30
St Agnes, Rome, 280
state: and Anglican church, 202, 350, 420; 

authority of, 202; and Catholic clergy, 
434; and church, 224, 249, 412, 420; 
and consumption, 473; and economy, 
268, 465; and education, 143, 144, 
145, 147–48, 173; and  family, 170; and 
Fénelon, 170; and freethinking, 420; 
goods of, 473; and missions, 339, 350, 
420; momentum of, 464; and national 
banks, 477; and productivity, 473; 
prosperity and governance of, 265; 
and public credit, 269; and religion, 
202, 532; and religious conformity, 
180; in Rhode Island, 224; and Roman 
Catholic Church, 434; and social order, 
420; sovereign, 432; surveillance of 
religious opinion by, 455

Statius, Sylvae, 255
St Canice, 35
St Christopher’s (St Kitts), 23, 328n46, 331; 

and Bermuda proj ect grant, 333–34, 
335, 337, 347, 348; and Codrington, 
343; and Georgia proj ect, 348; lands 
in, 329, 332, 335; plantations on, 346; 
poor  people of, 346, 347; provisional 
land grants on, 347; sale of lands in, 
346–47, 348; slavery on, 347

Stearne, John, 31n13, 138
Steele, Richard, 22, 443, 512; GB’s meet-

ing with, 175; and GB’s Princi ples of 
 Human Knowledge, 174–75; GB’s social-
ising with, 148, 194, 446; and The Ladies 
Library copyright dispute, 188; preface 
to The Ladies Library, 187; prestige of 
association with, 536; and  women, 187

St John Lateran, 260–61
St John’s, Antigua, 336
St John’s parish, 35
St Kilda, 199–200

St Mary, Stafford, Lichfield Rec ord Office 
for, 29

St Mary’s parish, 35
St Maul’s parish, 35
Stock, Joseph, 29, 32, 45–46, 247, 317, 318, 

401; An Account of the Life of George 
Berkeley, 29, 460

Storrie, Stefan Gordon, 297
St Patrick’s parish, 35
St Paul’s, Dublin, 138, 247, 248–51
St Paul’s College Bermuda, 153; alleged 

whimsicality of, 23; alternative loca-
tions for, 223; attempts to establish, 1, 
2; Bermuda as location for, 270; busi-
ness preparing for, 443–44; charter for, 
321; curriculum for, 149–50; fine arts 
at, 323–24; and freethinking, 499, 534; 
funding for, 154, 327, 329–36, 438; 
and GB’s  career, 536–37; GB’s com-
mitment to, 533; and GB’s missionary 
proj ects, 532; and GB’s plans to marry, 
285; GB’s verses on, 269, 270; land for, 
327, 328; launch of scheme for, 115; 
mono poly of, 326–27; organ ization 
of, 326–27; and Piazza del Popolo, 
261–62, 323; plan of, 261, 323; scheme 
of founding, 23; subscriptions for, 
329–31; and sugar and rum produc-
tion, 346. See also Bermuda proj ect

St Peter’s Cathedral, 259
Strabo, 254, 255
Stuarts, House of, 30, 119, 122, 126, 245, 

246, 250. See also Jacobites
Suárez, Francisco, 377
subordination: to authority, 115; and 

baptism of slaves, 236; and Julia 
Berkeley, 523; and chain of creation, 
491, 494; challenges to, 533; in Church 
of  England, 285; to ends, 374; to God, 
16, 455, 495; of ideas to spirits, 91; and 
interconnectedness, 208; and laws, 
540; and marriage, 285; and meta-
physics, 523; of philosophical pupils, 
103; and slaves, 20, 236; of  will, 540; 
of  women, 20; and worship and ser-
vices, 381. See also authority; hierar-
chy; obedience

Suetonius, 40



[ 618 ] index

sugar, 270, 309, 315, 344, 346, 347, 348
sumptuary laws, 480
superstition, 23, 26, 221–22, 227, 275, 

278, 283, 535
Sweet, Rosemary, 260, 265
Swift, Jonathan, 125, 136, 179; and Addi-

son, 194; and agriculture, 456; and 
Anglican missions, 339; Cadenus and 
Vanessa, 318;  career of, 251; and 
Castletown, 258; and Catholics, 181; 
and Chris tian ity, 182; and Collins, 180; 
and colonialism, 196; and disestab-
lishment, 182; and Anne Donnellan, 
289; and Christopher Donnellan, 292; 
Drapier’s Letters, 476; and economy, 
456; Examiner essays of, 181; and 
freethinking, 181, 182–83, 361; GB’s 
relationship with, 174, 194, 195, 399; 
Gulliver’s Travels, 456; and Higden, 
122n7; The History of the Four Last 
Years of Queen Anne, 469; and immate-
rialism, 113; and Johnson, 318; letters 
of to Stella, 174; and preferment for GB, 
394; and Presbyterianism, 182; Queries 
Relating to the Sacramental Test, 466–
67; on schooling, 34–35; and Sheridan, 
286; and Thomas Southerne, 31–32n13; 
A Tale of a Tub, 182; and Van Homrigh, 
317–18, 319; and William III, 477; and 
Wood’s halfpence, 393

Synge, Edward, 462, 512

 Table of Cebes, 41
Tacitus, 40
Tacquet, André, Arithmetica theoria et 

praxis, 52
Talbot, Catherine, 27, 414n59, 514–19, 

520; and Julia Berkeley, 156, 522–28; 
death of, 519; as godmother to George 
Monck Berkeley, 519; ‘In vain fond 
tyrant hast thou tried,’ 518; journals 
of, 524, 525–26; journal to Jemima 
Grey, 522–23; letters of, 525–26; letter 
to and Anne Forster Berkeley, 292; 
Reflections on the Seven Days of the 
Week, 514; and Richardson, 420

Talbot, Charles, 27, 236, 352, 413, 414n59, 
421, 514

Talbot  family, 236
tarantati, 482, 536
tarantism, 275–83, 533
Taranto, Pascal, 162n60, 375n42
tarantulas, 274–83, 536
Tarentum, 221
tar- water, 24, 278, 445–46, 447–48, 

483–84, 487, 489, 503, 504, 510, 525, 
533, 537, 538

Tassin, Abel, Sieur D’Allone, 233, 331
taste, 481; and Bermuda proj ect, 323–24, 

331; cultivation of, 152; duty of govern-
ing elite to establish good, 158; educa-
tion of, 144; of GB, 3, 200, 201, 256, 257, 
280; in Italian domestic architecture, 
262;  people of, 109; promotion of,  
331; and tarantism, 281. See also 
aesthetics

The Tatler, 187, 188
Taubman, Nathaniel, 203
Taylor, Jeremy, 188, 291; Holy Living, 189
 Temple, William, 251
Teniers, David, 200
Terence, 40
Terre, Anne de la, 285–86, 287, 288, 318
Test Act, 183, 411, 421
Tests, 24, 182, 395, 411, 412–13, 466–67, 

535. See also Sacramental Test
textiles, manufacture of, 460
Themistus, 497–98
Theocritus, 40
theology: and Collins, 179–80; and King, 

136; and language, 384, 391, 400; and 
philosophy, 103–5; and physics, 273; 
and reason, 400, 405; and science, 28

therapy, 24, 278, 280, 290, 350, 366, 410, 
411, 434, 435, 455, 465–66

Thompson, William, 326, 328
Tillotson, John: ‘An Advice and Direction 

Concerning Receiving the Holy Sacra-
ment,’ 189; The Devout Christian’s 
Companion, 189; Sermons, 189

Timaios of Locri, 490–91
Tindal, Matthew, 181; Discourse Concern-

ing Obedience to the Supreme Powers, 
132–33

tithe of agistment, 462–63
tobacco, 270, 309, 312, 313, 314, 346



index [ 619 ]

Toland, John, 38, 177–78, 179, 181, 381, 
384, 386, 387, 430; Chris tian ity Not 
Mysterious, 57–58

tolerance, 213, 535
Tonson, Jacob, 187
Tories, 22, 118, 126, 194, 221, 250, 412; and 

Bermuda proj ect, 330, 331; and empire, 
196–97; and Examiner, 125n18; and 
freethinking, 180; GB’s social relation-
ships with, 195; and Hanoverian suc-
cession, 249; and Henry Hyde, First 
Earl of Clarendon, 195; and Jacobites, 
244–45, 249, 250; and Peterborough 
mission, 205, 206; as preachers, 126; 
and Prior, 197; and public credit, 269; 
and Stuarts, 250; and treaty of com-
merce with France, 195; and Treaty of 
Ghent, 197; and Treaty of Utrecht, 195

Toryism, 124, 126, 182, 196, 463
touch: ideas of, 140; and vis i ble minima, 

65; and vision, 70, 71, 71n145, 72–73, 
74, 75, 509

Townsend, Nathan, 354
trade, 268, 464; and Bermuda, 270, 314; 

and Bermuda proj ect, 324, 327, 346; 
Dobbs on, 457; and Eu rope, 196; with 
France, 195–96, 197;  free, 351–52; and 
Georgia proj ect, 349; and import 
duties on wool, 216; and Leghorn/
Livorno, 351–52; as mutual, charitable 
interest, 16; and national bank, 476; 
and Newport, RI, 352; po liti cal sup-
port for, 196; and Roman Catholics, 
468; and treaty of commerce with 
France, 195; and virtues, 196; and 
Walpole, 331; in woollen and silk, 195

travel lit er a ture, 364
Trench, John, 295–96
triangles, 89
Trigaltius, Nicolas, 365
trigonometry, 83, 185
trinity, 111, 491–92, 507, 508. See also God
Trinity Church, Newport, RI, 234, 354
Trinity College Dublin, 316, 396–97; and 

William Berkeley, 29; and Bermuda 
proj ect, 328; Browne at, 446; curricu-
lum at, 38–43, 46, 50, 84; discipline 
at, 22, 119; and Anne Donnellan, 293; 

Donnellan lectures of, 293; and Dub-
lin intellectual elite, 38; Elizabethan 
statutes of, 43; entrance book for, 34; 
faculty of, 38, 43–44; fellowship elec-
tions at, 246, 247; fellows of, 2, 22, 
43–44, 45; financial support at, 44; 
GB as educator at, 36; GB as fellow 
at, 45–46, 143; GB as representing, 
394; GB at, 530; GB’s absence from, 
174, 197, 246n9, 252; GB’s continu-
ing formal association with, 147; GB’s 
education at, 37–49; GB’s fellowship 
at, 147, 316; GB’s funding of medal for 
Greek at, 151; GB’s institutional role 
at, 118; GB’s intimates at, 83; and GB’s 
London travels, 174; and Greek medal, 
34; and hierarchy, 28, 43–44; humani-
ties at, 41; and Huntington, 33, 34, 
38; instruction in Irish in, 219; Irish 
location of, 310; Jacobite army at, 37; 
and Jacobitism, 119, 128, 147, 246–47; 
loyalty at, 28, 119; and Madden, 83; 
mathe matics at, 46, 52; milieu of, 141; 
and Ormond Schollars, 35; and poli-
tics, 43; prince of Wales as chancellor 
of, 246–48, 394; progression from 
Kilkenny College to, 36; register of, 
32n15; scientific culture of, 22; and 
social order, 43, 146; and St Paul’s Col-
lege Bermuda, 149; student discipline 
at, 119; student life at, 44–45; student 
politics at, 22; syllabuses and time-
tables of, 28; and Ussher, 31; visitors 
from, 33, 36

truth: and Church of  England, 405; com-
mitment to, 111; experimental methods 
of demonstration of, 530; and immate-
rialism, 114; and Locke, 429–30; obliga-
tion to, 436; and phi los o pher, 530; and 
prejudice, 166; search for, 106; sociable 
way to, 109; and solitary intellect, 108; 
utility and, 375n42

Tryon, Thomas, 239n92; Friendly Advice 
to the Gentlemen- Planters of the East 
and West Indies, 239

Tuam, wardenship of, 397
Turin, 198
Tuscany,  grand duke of, 202



[ 620 ] index

Tyrrell, Duke, 182, 248–51, 293n33
Tyrwhitt, Robert, 253

understanding: and abstraction, 89; of 
chain of beings, 503; as distinct fac-
ulty, 92–93; elimination of, 93n49; 
and enlarged views, 502; of God, 175; 
and happiness, 380; and ideas, 8, 93; 
King on, 62, 63; and Locke, 160; and 
mind, 502; of nature, 502–3; and per-
ception, 9; as perception of ideas, 8;  
of physical and spiritual orderliness, 
176; and spirit, 8, 93, 388; and  will, 
8–9, 93, 388, 532–33; of  will of God, 
503. See also knowledge

uniform confession, 411
unity, 495–96, 497, 498
University of Indiana, Elisabeth Ball col-

lection of  children’s material, 242
University of Pennsylvania, 152–53
Updike, Daniel, 226, 354
Ussher, James, 31, 203
Ussher, John, 287
Ussher  family, 32
Utrecht, Treaty of, 195, 196, 197, 329, 333, 

346
Uzgalis, William, 226n47, 230

Valerius Flaccus, Argonautica, 254–55
Van Dyck, Anthony, 481
Van Homrigh, Esther (Vanessa), 317–19
Varenius, Bernhardus, Cosmography and 

Geography in Two Parts, 40, 50, 312
Velleius, 40
velocity, 404–5, 407–8
Venice, 267–71, 353
Venosa, 222
Vesuvius, 254–56
Vicario, P., 275
Vico, Giambattista, 265
Victor Amadeus II, Duke of Savoy, 195
Villa Borghese, 259
The Vindication and Advancement of  

our National Constitution and  
Credit, 476

Virgil, 255; Aeneid, 40; Georgics, 40
 Virginia, 140, 314
 Virginia Com pany, 314, 327

virtue, 143, 286; and art, 260; and Ber-
muda scheme, 286; choice of, 60–61; 
and education, 421, 534; and Fénelon, 
301; and freethinking, 366; as loved for 
own sake, 184; and obedience, 16; and 
plea sure, 184; and rewards and punish-
ments, 184; and Shaftesbury, 184, 206; 
and society, 535; and trade, 196; and 
 will of God, 16. See also morality

vis i ble minima, 64–67
vision, 66–78, 128, 133, 429; and Astell, 

163; and blind persons, 74; and Collins, 
180; and distance, 61, 68, 69, 70–71, 
71n145, 73; and eye, 66–67, 68, 70; and 
faintness, 76; and geometry of light 
rays, 68–69, 70; and God, 70, 75, 76, 
77–78; and goods, 61, 75; and higher 
 orders of being, 68; ideas of, 72–73, 
74; identifying objects by means of, 61; 
imperfection in, 68; and interpreta-
tion or suggestion, 61; and knowledge, 
377; and language, 13, 175, 359; as 
language, 25, 66, 68, 69–70, 71, 73, 
76, 77–78; and language of nature, 
104; and laws of nature, 22, 28; and 
lights and colours, 69; and moon, 70; 
and morality, 28, 175–76; and natu ral 
law, 28; and passions in countenances, 
77; phenomenology of, 69; and plea-
sure, 78; and providence, 28; and 
psy chol ogy, 28; psy chol ogy of, 28, 69, 
390; and ret i nal images, 73–74; and 
size, 68, 69, 70, 71, 73; and tangible 
phenomena, 72–73, 99; and touch, 
70, 71, 71n145, 72–73, 74, 75, 509; and 
vertical orientation, 73–74; and vis i ble 
minima, 64–67. See also colours

visual field, 66–68, 73–74
visual minima, 70–71n143
volcanoes, 255–56, 272
vulgar  people, 214, 215

wager, trope of, 53, 59–60, 209
Wainwright, John, 159, 392, 394–95, 396, 

397–98
Wake, William, 247, 252, 321, 329
Wallis, John, 70, 83; Mathesis Universa-

lis, 52



index [ 621 ]

Walpole, Robert, 331, 393, 411, 412
Walton, John, 406
war, 132–33, 204–5, 221
Ward, James, 426
Ward, John, 56
War of the Two Kings, 22, 178, 251
Waterland, Daniel, 41n36
Watson, William, 299, 300, 301
wealth, 267, 269, 270, 324, 326, 470, 471, 

481
Wearg, Charles, 326–27
weather, 24, 28, 505, 506, 533, 539
weaving schools, 16
Wells, Edward, Astronomy, 40, 41
Wenz, Peter S., 110n105, 498n153
Wesley, John, 422–23, 423n84, 

424–25n86
Wesley, Susanna (Annesley), 424
West, Gilbert, 292, 511; Observations on 

the History and Evidences of the Res-
urrection of Jesus Christ, 288

West Indies, 315, 331
Westmorland, earl of, 327
Whigs, 22, 125, 181–82, 194, 221, 399, 412, 

419; Church, 412; and colonialism, 
196–97; and commerce, 205–6; and 
commercial empire, 196–97; corrupt 
place system of, 126; and GB’s  career, 
250–51; GB’s social relationships with, 
195; and Hutchinson, 252; in de pen-
dent, 419, 533; and Jacobite rebellion, 
244; and Jacobites, 126; manipulation 
of ideology by, 126; and Prior, 197; 
and Tory preachers, 126; and treaty of 
commerce with France, 195

Whiston, William, 140
Whitehall, 150, 338n77
Whitway (student), 119
 widows, 512
 will, 9n23, 279–80; and action, 131; and 

aether, fire, or light, 484; as affect-
ing world, 274; and charity, 16; and 
concurrence with God, 17, 274; con-
formity of, 16, 17, 21, 455; corruption 
of, 473–74; as distinct faculty, 92–93; 
and education, 367;  free, 62, 87, 367; 
of God, 14, 17, 63, 103, 104, 105, 274, 
279–80, 307, 355, 376, 390, 455, 474, 

492, 503, 531, 533; and goods, 64, 367; 
and happiness, 380;  human, 274, 279; 
identity of, 15; of infinite spirit, 13; and 
intellect, 388; interpretation of, 76; 
and King, 62–63, 64, 87, 473; and laws 
of nature, 77, 130; and love, 16; and 
Malebranche, 9; meekness of, 190–91; 
and mind, 93n49; and morality, 356; 
and movement, 274, 464; and nobility, 
371; as operation about ideas, 8; and 
reason, 484; and spirit, 9, 93; and spir-
its, 8, 9n23, 62, 93, 533; subordination 
of, 540; and understanding, 8–9, 93, 
388, 532–33

William III, 119, 120, 122, 136, 139, 251, 
476, 477

Williamite regime, 127
Williams, Elisha, 150
Williams, Roger, 224, 228
William the Conqueror, 120
Williford, Kenneth, 98–99n66
Willis, Thomas, 486
Wilmington, Lord, 393, 394
Winkler, Kenneth, 5n8, 90n42, 357n129, 

382n7, 386n18, 408–9
Winthrop, Mr, 337
Witney School, 34
Wittgenstein, Ludwig, 384
Wolfe, John, Esq, 331n56
Wollaston, William, 290
 women: and Astell, 161; and deaths of hus-

bands, 519; and education, 148, 169–70, 
189, 190; and Fénelon, 169–70; GB’s 
relationships with, 2; as intellectual 
equals of men, 190; Irish Protestant, 
519; and The Ladies Library, 187–93; 
and marriage, 304–5; and medicine, 
503; Native American, 228, 229; and 
oath swearing, 415; as obedient to  
husbands, 17, 18, 190; subordination 
of, 20

 women’s conduct books, 188, 208
Wood, William, 393
Woodward, John, 50
words: and Christian mysteries, 381, 387; 

customary use of, 110; as externalising 
ideas, 95; and ideas, 86, 88, 89, 93–94, 
99–100, 379, 380–82, 383; and 



[ 622 ] index

words (continued )
 Locke, 95; and meaning, 88, 93–94, 

95, 96–97, 379, 380, 381–82, 384, 401; 
as meaningful  because of behaviour, 
385–86; as particles, 94, 382; and 
rules of conduct, 11–12, 384, 385, 
387–88, 389, 390; and signification, 
58; signifying spirits, 382; and signs, 
58, 89; without signification of ideas, 
384–85. See also language

world: aether as soul of, 490; being in, 
279; as communicating God’s ends, 
375–76; creation of differentiated, 
492; expressive and communica-
tive nature of, 24; fire as animating, 
282–83; of ideas, 141; and instruction 
and advice of spirits, 99; as language, 
104, 376, 379; lawlike regularity in, 6; 
as naturally pleasing, 184; and signs, 
12, 278–79, 376; spiritual substance of, 
141; and  will of God, 509

world, phenomenal, 12; and aether, 24; 
communicative nature of, 24; as 
discourse, 12, 388–89; as form of dis-
course, 540; guidance and instruction 
to  humans through, 474; and Holy 
Ghost, 509; and language, 12; as  
language, 379; lawlike regularity  
in, 539; regularity of, 10; and  
signs, 12

Xantippe, 303
Xenophon, 40

Yale College, 150, 216n22
Yorke, Philip, 236, 326–27, 352, 413, 421
Young, Edward, 290

Zabarella, Giacomo (Jacopo), 41, 
101–2n76

Zeno, 501
Zeno the Stoic, 487




