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lntroduction

Welcome to the world of the Late Bronze
Age in the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean
seas, and to one of history’s greatest mysteries:
what caused its sudden collapse more than three

thousand year's ago, just after 1200 BC?

Pm Glynnis Fawkes, cartoonist and
archaeological illustrator, here with
Eric Cline, archaedlogist and author.

It is our pleasure to
present to you a graphic version
of a book | wrote, 117 BC.

e

Guided by two friends from that time period, Pel and
Shesha, we will explore the history of that intertwined
period and meet a variety of different pesple along the way,
including Mycenaeans, Hittites, Eqyptians, and Canaanites.

The two of us will provide some
modern expertise as well, as we travel
with you to figure out what happened back
then and how it is relevant to us today.

vi
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P’m Pel, one of the Sea Peoples!
’m here to find out what led to the
Sea Peoples’ battles of 11F¥ BC and what
brought the Late Bronze Age to an end.

I’m Shesha, a scribe from
E?or . Together with Pel, ’'m

lowing ancient texts and
documentation to discover the
story of the Late Bronze Age.

It all started one
day when Pel finally got
fed up with hearing his
grandpa’s stories...

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu
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Pel! Where are
you gofng? /
We’re about to eat an
Grandpa. is going to tell
another tale!

V. /8 Again about how he fought in
‘ the Sea Peoples’ battles?

Yes, tales of the hervic past— palaces, A
princesses, and royal gifts of imported gold!

That’s the problem, Little Sister!
It’ the late 12th century BC, and
the world Grandpa describes is gone!

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



Across the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean
swept a wave of destructions! The great powers of the
Late Bronze Age— the Hittites, Mycenaeans, Canaanites,
Cypriots, and others— have all fallen and

civilization as we
knew it came to an end.

D
il
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| can’t listen to Grandpa’s stories of the past and

of the recent battles with the Egyptians without

asKing: What happened? What brought the Late
Bronze Age to an end?

Pll start with my friend Shesha. Her
Family works on the mortuary temple of
Ramses Il at Medinet Haby in Luxor.

Was it because of us, \
_ the Sea Peoples? That’s what | aim
' == ' to find out!
You're friends \

with an
Egyptia.n?

Shesha will know the Egyptfan ide <
of the story, and a (ot more besides.

( Don’t forget your \
A\ Sea Pecples hat! .

/ But maybe don’t
| wear it around
\ the Egyptians! |
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! They’re carving the story of Ramses III’s battles with v
! the Sea Pesples on the north side of the temple. :

7 My dad and his team N
of sculptors are nearly
finished— j

My grandpa fought
in those battles!

Then you kKnow
all about it!

| Know his
version!

My job is to make sure they spell
everything correctly. You can help.

: anything else! | don’t
S _ [ write, either!

~ { No wonder you
need me!

| recognize these
quys! They are the
Peleset, Tjekker,

Shekelesh, Danuna,

This is one of many battle scenes, and
there were several groups of invaders.

7 LT

2

Dad, we’re.
coming up for a
closer look.

™
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And why they 1T

| went out of their
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I heard they could be from as far
away as Sicily, Sardinia, the Aegean,

We do Know WHEN
they attacKed. It was
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So you can identify each group For example, this quy with the horned
by their distinctive features? helmet is either Shekelesh or Shardana.

- v = :
Yes, they cant from a5t Fer‘ent) m Peleset— you can tell by the hat

cultures and places.

Oh, so that’s™
what Pel is
short for?

Some Sea Peoples arrived in Eqypt by ship,
some came with families in wagons and ox
carts. This was us « few years ago...

Although 1177 BC was a pivotal date, the Sea
Peoples arrived in waves over several decades.

Dad, can
l drive?

A do, don’t take
3 ( us into battle!

I L was too young, so | don’t remember exactly
why WE came. Maybe my parents were
motivated by spoils— or we were fleeing
\_ drought, famine, or population pressures.

B\ .‘i By s
: _.g;.f;"""?

WO

3y et/ eyl
S Y o i

4 &, . . ‘
B 2
A, i

s

.

W " We can looK intoall \\ |
\  the possibilities!

Shesha, will you read
what is carved here?
What does Ramses Il
say about the battles
in 1137 BC?

10
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The places Ramses lll
mentions are all known.

“THE FOREIGN COUNTRIES MADE A
CONSPIRACY IN THEIR ISLANDS...
NO LAND COULD STAND BEFORE THEIR ARMS,

: f\’lhﬂ.ttr' is the
FROM KHATTI, QODE, _ land of the
CARCHEMISH, e - = — " Hittites. ¢
ARZAWA, AND Y ¥V VY : h = = |

ALASHIYA ON, BEING L i
CUT OFF AT ONE TIME. probably
ti{mte_'d n Carchemish is
L T Nee o what Is now a well-known
m e 'SET 'UF ol SE Turkey. / archaeological
AMURRU. THEY DESOLATED / 9

ITS PEOPLE, AND ITS LAND S

\

W\
WAS LIKE THAT WHICH HAD A
|
(_/

Arzawa was
in Hittite

NEVER COME INTO BEING.
lands.

THEY WERE COMING \ /

FORWARD TOWARDS EGYPT \-3
WHILE THE FLAME WAS \
BEING PREPARED FOR THEM. ) _
- /7 /}mwr“_u is
THEIR CONFEDERATION Z in Syria.
WAS THE PELESET, \/’*f/ ))
TJEKKER, SHEKELESH, 7 N Alashiya is the
DANUNA, AND WESHESH K& ;_J,/—F coPPe,]gz'ick island / -
iy — T (4] rAS.
EANDYUNITED: =) i ( ﬂh’{i visit these
THEY LAID THEIR HANDS \ places in the
UPON THE LANDS AS FAR AS RN stories that

THE CIRCUIT OF THE EARTH, follow.

THEIR HEARTS CONFIDENT
AND TRUSTING.”

Sea Pesples unite!
We’ll overrun Egypt and

everywhere else too!

again, Sea
Pesples!
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The six groups who made up the Sea Peoples during They left no inseriptions of their own, and are

the 117 # BC invasion— including the five mentioned ! therefore Known almost entirely from Egyptian

in the Medinet Habu inscription and the Shardana [ texts, ————
who are mentioned in another inseription— B —~\J_' We didn’t write— all our

stories, up in smoKe!
are far more shadowy than e )
s the lands they overran.

' Egyptia.ns_ recorded archaeological evidence for
battles in great destructions at this time.
L Y 4

LucKily, the </ And there is also
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The archaeological record shows that outside of Egypt, almest all
of the other powers thriving during the second millennium BC...

from the Aegean, Anatolia,
Canaan, and Mesepotamia...

powerful civilizations of the
Eastern Mediterranean...

either immediately,
or within less than a
century...

were devastated.

13
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Eric, how do we know these Late Historically, evidence for destructions like
Bronze Age sites were destroyed? this were attributed to the Sea Peoples...

A layer of but most of the Sea Peoples groups
charcoal shows are difficult to detect in the
that this excavated
\  building— or city—

. was burned.

though archaeologists and philelogists have
been attempting to discover them for the past
\ century, first by playing linquistic games...

-..and by lc:-:ﬁ(f'm?l at
pottery and other
archaeslogical remains.

For instance, The Shekelesh are hypothesized to come from Sicily, and the
the Danuna were Shardana from Sardinia, based on consonantal similarities.
identified with

Homer’s Danaans. The Shardana fought for and against Egypt

long before the Sea Pesples’ battles. The Shardana in particular

are “of the sea.”

Don’t | know you
from the lliad?

/ Ineach case, Ramses refers
to them as “maKing conspiracy
in their islands.”

14
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Of all the Sea Peoples groups, only one has
been firmly identified— MINE.

Hey! My hat
is right where
we leftit!

ln the

Bible the Peleset

are known as the

Philistines and are said

to come from Caphtor,
or Crete.

i
e N\ A
7 The identification of specific pottery began as early as 1899 by biblical

o Styles, architecture, and other material |  archaeslogists working at Tell es-
remains as “Philistine”... Safi, biblical Gath.

Jean Frangois Champollion,
the decipherer of Egyptian
hieroglyphics, had already suggested
the connection before 1836.

’m
Philistine,
too!

W

All of this
material is
Philistine!
Including ME! 4

{ ’'m Philistine!

P’m a horned
altar— very
Philistine.

15
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Back to the reliefs at Medinet
Habu! Even though scholars do not
know precisely the motivations of

the mvaders... ’ I/A

3 L =gy
Nl ca— & %‘i
N,
the scenes carved on the temple walls
provide detailed information— the 5
[ names and faces of the Sea Peoples. :

o Al

A
LSSl
A

’ r"‘

Y AN

This information was copied and
studied by Egyptologists at the Institute
for the Study of Ancient Cultures (ISAC),

formerly the Oriental Institute, at the
_ University of Chicago since the 1920s.

16
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Epigraphic surveys conducted
all over Eqypt have recorded
inscriptions left by pharachs on
their temples and palaces.

e
| - L N

7
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::'S

)

My colleagues and | are
makKing painstakKing copies of [
the hieroglyphics and complex
battle scenes.

PO f Who minds standing on a

‘ 7 ladder all day in the sun?

Not I!

l I
e 1
/.

Nor the Egyptians i
who carved all this
to begin with!

ISAC published transcriptions of
Medinet Habu in volumes from
the 19305 to the 1950s—

a valuable resource for scholars.

_

Without these :

transeriptions, the
information of the temple
would be lost to erosion
and other damage, and
would therefore be
undecipherable to future
generations.

For example,
in ereating
this book!
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My grandpa told us about

F:ghtmg on both land and sea.

( The relief's at Medinet Habu show these battles—

they probably took place in the Nile delta or nearby.

Does Ramses mention He sure does! His
a surprise attack? inseription reports

‘ﬂ ’/l!/ﬂ!

"i.‘l”“ q

4THOSE WHO REACHED MY
FRONTIER, THEIR SEED IS NOT,
FINISHED FOREVER AND EVER, ULk PLAME WAS IN FRONT

Z OF THEM AT THE RIVER- b

“ MOUTHS, WHILE A STOCKADE
¥ OF LANCES SURROUNDED THEY WERE DRAGGED IN,
ENCLOSED, AND PROSTRATED ON
THE BEACH, KILLED, AND MADE
INTO HEAPS, TAIL TO HEAD.

THOSE WHO CAME FORWARD
TOGETHER ON THE SEA, THE

THEM ON THE SHORE.

THEIR SHIPS AND GOODS WERE
AS IF FALLEN INTO THE WATER.

| HAVE MADE THE LANDS
TURN BACK FROM EVEN
MENTIONING EGYPT:

FOR WHEN THEY PRONOUNCE MY NAME IN
THEIR LAND, THEY ARE BURNED UP.”
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.=
Ramses continues, in a document
known as the Papyrus Harris, again
naming his defeated enemies:

“| OVERTHREW THOSE WHO INVADED
THEM FROM THEIR LANDS. | SLEW
THE DANUNA [WHO WERE] IN
THEIR ISLANDS, THE TJEKKER AND
THE PELESET WERE MADE ASHES.

THE SHARDANA AND WESHESH OF
THE SEA, THEY WERE MADE AS
THOSE THAT EXIST NOT, TAKEN
CAPTIVE AT ONE TIME, BROUGHT
AS CAPTIVES TO EGYPT LIKE THE
SAND OF THE SHORE.

[ SETTLED THEM IN
STRONGHOLDS BOUND IN
MY NAME,

NUMEROUS WERE THEIR
CLASSES LIKE HUNDRED-
THOUSANDS.

| TAXED THEM ALL, IN CLOTHING
AND GRAIN FROM STOREHOUSES
AND GRANARIES EACH YEAR.”

Now we have a
place to live! :
Yes, but

the taxes!

Battles are over!'; |
Let’s play! 1
' RAMSES IS SEA
PEOPLES TOWN

e —

A
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This was not the first time the Egyptians fought
against a collective force of “Sea Peoples.” Thirty
years earlier, in 120, during Merneptah’s reign,
a similar coalition of groups attacked Egypt.

as the Egyptian pharach who
first uses the term “Israel”
in an inseription dating to the
same year, 1207 BC.

L 1. 7 |
WZC RS IR Zi 3)
[ [ =5
TMSANLZVRN2 AT BRI FRIEII SR

AW ATIBUAEA SRER NS 2 [EMUTIZ S
R RN SNE USRS RNE AR 575 S
LI T AL EARISHS IR EL SRR IHIZES S <

BET 2R SFe szl M PR BT S
W TR Z S A Z i EE S SRR TSR

N MG R T AEE YR AT SRR IE TX
B s (Bl st e e h L SR Ak =
EIRETLLIAGIFE S7 R IS0 NS IRy AU RiRE RHE
N A S IV s A P R E L D B
BRI Z 3R BT 2R R AR
ARV RN R s R e NI A e 2 -
HER N e E it e e s L L T
B S ATHSTAA I RLoRZ e s S s n=
oS FRRISHEYS A Z NS R LTI SIGIDE 2
WELE R S I ZFWELSESSLA4] 2Bk 2S5

| 22 AR Y MR L RV £

It’ the earliest sccurrence of the

name “Israel” outside of the Bible...
and it’s written with

the sign that indicates a peaple

rather than a place.

cot

Israelites
were fighting
Egyptians, too?

e eah -t FEIESGIS T i IS SE S LELE R
eSS s AR NS E S e = id
FRleZ sl > 154 Sl SRl AL R s TSt
ZEINME LTSRS P XS =E fZ 2R CIRGENTI2
D ELE T I AL 2R A\ 27 2 2 D Y [t &
SIS = 2wl AL A & LM

MRS XS ELE 2T =T

Yes, but the inscription is about
Merneptah’s campaign in Canaan,

Merneptah
where the people called Israel lived,

was far wmore occupied
with Libyans and Sea
% Peoples than with the

Israelites.

and it’s concerned
with ongoing battles
with Lfbyans.

20
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[ n another example, in a text found at Heliopolis
dated to Year 5 of Merneptah’s reign: /___\

/ '(
)\ few

\ \ )
y NI 0

|

45

( INVADED [WITH SHEKELESH] AND EVERY
MAS  FOREIGN COUNTRY WHICH IS WITH HIM, TO
VIOLATE THE BORDERS OF EGYPT.”

A longer inscription found
at Karnak (modern Luxor)
provides details about this
earlier wave of incursions: ;

“[BEGINNING OF THE
VICTORY THAT HIS
MAJESTY ACRHIEVED IN
THE LAND OF LIBYA]
EQWESH, TERESH, LUKKA,
SHARDANA, SHEKELESH,
NORTHERNERS COMING
FROM ALL LANDS...
THE THIRD SEASCN,

G SHARDANA, SHEKELESH, LUKKA, TERESH, TAKING THE BEST OF
THE WRETCHED FALLEN | EVERY WARRIOR AND EVERY MAN OF WAR OF HIS COUNTRY...”
CHIEF OF LIBYA... HAS
FALLEN UPON THE COUNTRY
OF TEHENU WITH HIS
BOWMEN-

These seribes
kept track of
every detail!

21

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

The inseription from Karnak includes a list
of captives carried of f from (WP ER A “SHERDEN, SHEKELESH, EQWESH
other peoples he brought with him. OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE SEA,

Not only names, WHO HAD NO FORESKINS,

but numbers.

SHEKELESH 222 MEN MAKING 250 HANDS
TERESH #42 MEN MAKING 790 HANDS.
SHARDANA-[ MAKING]-

[EQIWESH WHO HAD NO
FORESKINS, SLAIN, WHOSE HANDS
WERE CARRIED OFF...

SHEKELESH AND TERESH
WHO CAME AS ENEMIES
OF LIBYA—
KEHEK AND LIBYANS,
CARRIED OFF ASLIVING (Bt
PRISONERS 218 MEN.”

| hate to ask, ¥
ut, why hands?

— S /Five groups made up \
" Pllexplainon N\ | this earlier wave of
| the next page. gmuiT)\  Sea Pecples.

7 The Shardana
_J" (aka Sherden) and
_’_/_;"/'--L Shekelesh are there
- in both insceriptions.

|

™

Yes, and they and the Eqwesh )
are specif'ic,a{ly identified as | = : — - —
“sountries of the Sea.” :

And so all five groups ™~ /" Because except for ™
== are together described | Nubia and Libya,
| as“NORTHERNERS || every other country |
FROM ALL LANDS.” /| known to New
/ Hey, Shardana, are you S~ (" Kingdom Egypt
up for a sea invasion? 2 ) N \Uis to the north! /

Count us in,
Shekelesh!

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

— = — - . —
Some scholars have suggested \

that the Eqwesh are the same as The Eqwesh may be identified with (or replaced by) the \
H Al Bt Danuna or Danaans in the later Sea Peoples’ battles in
e R hacAnsy EALE ) Myosrineuny 1137 BC, as Ramses described at Medinet Habu.

from mainland Greece.
L = _/

| thought you’d
never ask!

%\f © The LukKa
\ \’? o / are considered to (7
' __ 1 come from southeast K @
/. %\ Turkey, known in N

A \ Classical times as /|
g Lycia. £

%Y ‘ | &
(.“ &n ) :
LukKa are :

also Known from earlier
inseriptions, such as those of
Ramses |l concerned with the

Fighting Egyp‘tia.ns \
since at least

Battle of Qadesh in 1274 BC, as 1234 BC

well as Hittite inscriptions.

The origin of the We only have a general idea about where these battles in
Teresh is uncertain— R ; 120F were ﬁught Merneptah reports that the victery was
: G epresenting “

but might be linked e achieved in the land of Libya, “the country of Tehenu.”

to the Etruscans. ¥
- P Wherever it was, the

' Sea Peoples returned

to fight again!
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| Remember the hands from Y Evidence of this

the list of the killed and
captured? The practice was
to cut of f the hand of a :
. dead enemyas pr'an. y

practice has been found from
| the HyKsos period in Egypt, |
A 400 years earlier.

Sixteen right hands were
found buried in four pits at
the HyKsos palace of Avaris
in the Nile delta.

Gr'is(y' -

_ accounting.' _

I've got a few
more than that!

t So the Sea Peoples attacked in 1207
[S. BC, and again thirty years later.

§ /7 = L
| Q‘ iz Yt
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In 1137 BC, as in
1207 BC, the
ngtia.ns were
vietorious.

The Sea Pecples
did not return a
third time.

Bolsewoss

7933839,
‘ A

Although Eqypt under
Ramses lll was the only major power
to successfully resist the Sea Peoples,
New Kingdom Eqypt never held the
same power and influence again.

The entire region faced
difficulties, as we will see.

It would not be until Pharaoh Shosheng—
aka biblical Shishak— ca. 945 BC that Eqypt
rose again to prominence.

Two dark.
centuries
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