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Bengal Tiger
P A N T H E R A  T I G R I S  T I G R I S

BL: 173-221 cm (♂), 157-175 cm (♀). TL: 85-110 cm. SH: 90-110 cm. W: 175-260 kg (♂), 100-
160 kg (♀). SL: 31.1 cm (♂), 26.8 cm (♀). SW: 25.1 cm (♂), 19.6 cm (♀). DF: 30. CN: 38. The largest 
cat, with a deep chest, muscular forequarters, and heavily built limbs. A large subspecies. Coat is 
short and glossy, rich orange to rufous-fawn in color, patterned with black stripes, often doubled, from 
shoulder to root of tail. White underparts. Pseudomelanism (very wide and merged stripes, giving an 
almost entirely black appearance) and erythrism (strawberry tigers) may occur; complete melanism is 
unknown. White forms with blue eyes and chocolate-colored stripes on a white background are very 
rare. Males with a cheek ruff. White patches around eyes and on cheeks. Ears small and rounded, 
black on the back, with a large, conspicuous white spot. Nose pad flesh colored. Long whiskers. 
Powerful forelimbs with large paws, shorter than hind limbs. Tail is long, slim, and banded with black 
rings almost to the tip. Females are smaller and lighter than males.

PANTHERINAE  :  PANTHERA LINEAGE

Young

white form
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GENUS PANTHERA  :  TIGER

OTHER NAMES French: Tigre du Bengale. German: Königstiger, 
Indischer Tiger, Bengaltiger. Spanish: Tigre de Bengala, tigre indio. 
Russian: Бенгальский тигр. Hindi: Bagh, sher. Kannada: Hoole. 
Malayalam: Kaduwa, naree. Marathi: Patery, dhanya wagh. 

TAXONOMY The IUCN Cat Specialist Group recognizes only two 
subspecies: P. t. tigris (comprising Bengal, Malayan, Indochinese, 
South Chinese, Siberian, and extinct Caspian Tiger populations), 
and P. t. sondaica (Sumatran and extinct Javan and Balinese 
populations). A recent genetic study supports six monophyletic 
tiger clades: tigris (Bengal), altaica (Amur), amoyensis (South China), 
corbetti (Indochinese), jacksoni (Malayan), and sumatrae (Sumatran), 
with virgata (Caspian), sondaica (Javan), and balica (Balinese) having 
become extinct within the 20th century. 

REPRODUCTION Gestation: 93-106 days. Young per Birth: 1-4. 
Weaning: 6 months. Sexual Maturity: 3-4 years (♀), 4-5 years (♂). 
Life Span: 15 years, over 20 years in captivity. Breeding Season: 
Throughout the year, with most births occurring in December and 
April. Cubs are born in a shelter situated in tall grass, thick bush, 
or in caves, with eyes and ears closed. At 5-6 months of age they 
begin to take part in hunting, and at 2-3 years, they slowly start to 
separate from the family group and become transient.

BEHAVIOR Social Behavior: Solitary. Diet: Mainly sambar, but also 
wild pig, spotted deer, or even fish from mangroves; large animals 
such as rhinos, elephant calves, and gaur are taken opportunistically; 
they may attack humans if prey is unavailable, or if the tiger is old 
or injured. They hunt nocturnally, but in certain protected areas are 
diurnal due to tourist presence. They stalk their prey through high 
grass cover or undergrowth and, with one sudden onrush, take 
it down with a bite to the throat, and hold on until prey is lifeless; 
suffocation is also practiced. Tigers tend to eat the prey from the 
rump forward as opposed to Leopards, which eat from the belly up. 

DISTRIBUTION Native: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal. 
Regionally Extinct: China, Pakistan. In India, it is distributed along 
the Terai foothills of the Himalayas, in NE India, in central India, the 
Eastern Ghats and the Western Ghats including the Nilgiri plateau. 
The states of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Bihar, West 
Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, and Andhra Pradesh have large Tiger 
habitats left while those in Assam, Karnataka, Uttarakhand and 
Rajasthan support large numbers in protected areas.

HABITAT Tropical moist evergreen forests, tropical dry forests, 
tropical and subtropical moist deciduous forests, mangroves, 
subtropical and temperate upland forests, and alluvial grasslands. 
In the Sundarbans, it is adapted to a mangrove habitat, in the Terai 
it frequents a moist deciduous-grassland-riverine habitat complex, 
and in higher altitudes such as Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh, it 
inhabits coniferous, oak, and rhododendron forests. 

CONSERVATION STATUS Endangered. CITES: Appendix I. Estimated 
population of this subspecies was 2,400 animals in 2010 (1,700 in India, 
440 in Bangladesh, 200 in Nepal, 75 in Bhutan), with no subpopulation 
larger than 250. India is home to the largest number of Bengal Tigers 
and the largest number of Tigers among all Tiger range states. 

PHOTO CREDITS TL: Oakdalecat, Kanha (India); TR: Kirill Kurashov; 
CL: Amit Rane, Tadoba Andhari (India); CR, Young: Vladimir Cech, 
Ranthambhore NP (India) B: EPhotocorp, Ranthambhore NP (India). 

Panthera tigris tigris            
(Bengal population)

white form
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A
Aardwolf
 East African 256
 South African 254
Acinonyx jubatus
 hecki 92
 jubatus 88
 soemmeringii 90
 venaticus 94
Andean Mountain Cat 132

B
Bay Cat 230 
Black-Footed Cat 200
Bobcat
 Eastern 220
 Mexican 224
 Western 222

C
Caracal
 Arabian 169
 Asiatic 168
 North African 166
 South African 164
Caracal aurata 
 aurata 170
 celidogaster 172
Caracal caracal
 caracal 164
 nubicus 166
 schmitzi 168
Catopuma badia 232
Catopuma temminckii 
 moormensis 230
 temminckii 228
Cheetah
 Asiatic 94
 Central African 93
 East African 88
 Iranian 95
 Northeast African 91
 Northern 93
 Persian 95
 Saharan 92
 South African 88
 Sudan 90
Chinese Mountain Cat 188
Clouded Leopard
 Bornean 78
 Indochinese 74
 Sumatran 76
Colocolo 122
Cougar 83
Crocuta crocuta 240

D
Desert Cat
 Chinese 189
 Indian 187 
Domestic Cat 180

E
Eyra Cat 87

F
Felis bieti 188
Felis catus 180
Felis chaus 
 affinis 192
 chaus 190
 fulvidina 194
Felis lybica
 cafra 184
 gordoni 183
 lybica 182
 ornata 186
Felis margarita 
 margarita 196
 thinobia 198
Felis nigripes 200
Felis silvestris 
 caucasica 178
 grampia 177
 silvestris 176
Feral Cat 180 
Flat-Headed Cat 140

G
Geoffroy’s Cat 108 
Golden Cat
 Central African 170
 Mainland 230
 Sunda 228
 Temminck’s 229
 West African 172
Guiña
 Northern 112
 Southern 110

H
Herpailurus yagouaroundi 86
House Cat 180
Hyaena hyaena 
 barbara 248
 dubbah 252
 hyaena 244
 sultana 248
 syriaca 246
Hyena
 Arabian Striped 250
 Asiatic Striped 245
 Barbary Striped 248
 Brown 242
 East African Striped 252
 Indian Striped 244
 Spotted 240
 Syrian Striped 246

I
Iriomote Cat 152

J
Jaguar 70

Jaguarundi 86
Jungle Cat
 Indian 192
 Indochinese 194
 Western 190

K
Kod-kod 111

L
Leopard
 African 52
 Amur 66
 Arabian 54
 Caucasian 57
 Chinese 69
 Indian 58
 Indochinese 62
 Javan 64
 Kashmir 59
 Malayan 63
 North Chinese 68
 Persian 56
 Sri Lankan 60

Leopard Cat
 Amur 150
 Palawan 155
 Siberian 151
 South Asian 148
 Sunda 154
 Tsushima 151
 Visayan 155
Leopardus colocola
 braccatus 124
 budini 130
 colocola 122
 garleppi 130
 munoai 126
 pajeros 128
 wolfsohni 122
Leopardus geoffroyi 108
Leopardus guigna 
 guigna 110
 tigrillo 112
Leopardus guttulus 114
Leopardus jacobita 132
Leopardus pardalis
 mitis 100
 pardalis 98
Leopardus tigrinus
 oncilla 120
 pardinoides 118
Leopardus wiedii
 glauculus 106
 vigens 104
 wiedii 102
Leptailurus serval 
 constantina 162
 lipostictus 160
 serval 158

INDEX
 
The index includes the common English and scientific names. Scientific names are in italics.
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INDEX

Lion
 Asiatic 48
 Central African 46
 East African 50
 South African 50
 West African 46
Lynx
 Altai 211
 Anatolian 219
 Baikal 211
 Balkan 216
 Bay 221
 Canada 204
 Carpathian 214
 Caucasian 218
 Central Asian 212
 Desert 165
 Eurasian 209
 European 215
 Himalayan 213
 Iberian 206
 Northern 208
 Pardel 207
 Persian 169
 Red 221
 Siberian 210
 Spanish 207
Lynx canadensis 204
Lynx lynx 
 balcanicus 216
 carpathicus 214
 dinniki 218
 isabellinus 212
 lynx 208
 wrangeli 210
Lynx pardinus 206
Lynx rufus 
 escuinapae 224
 fasciatus 222
 oaxacensis 224
 rufus 265

M
Manul 136
Marbled Cat
 Himalayan 237
 Mainland 236
 Sunda 234
Margay 
 Central American 106
 Northern 104
 Southern 102 
Mountain Lion 83

N
Neofelis diardi
 borneensis 78
 diardi  76
Neofelis nebulosa 74

O
Ocelot
 Northern 98
 Southern 100
Oncilla 117
 Atlantic Forest 115

Otocolobus manul
 manul 136
Otter Cat 87
Ounce 73

P
Pallas’s Cat
 Asian 136
 Tibetan 138
Pampas Cat
 Argentinian 128
 Bolivian 130
 Peruvian 130
Pantanal Cat
 Brazilian 124
 Uruguayan 126
Panther 83
Panthera leo
 leo 46
 melanochaita 50
 persica 49
Panthera onca 70
Panthera pardus
 delacouri 62
 fusca 58
 japonensis 68
 kotiya 60
 melas 64
 nimr 54
 orientalis 66
 pardus 52
 tulliana 56
Panthera tigris
 altaica 36
 amoyensis 38
 corbetti 40
 jacksoni 42
 sumatrae 44
 tigris 34
Panthera uncia 72
Parahyaena brunnea 242
Pardofelis marmorata 
 longicaudata 236
 marmorata 234
Prionailurus bengalensis 
 bengalensis 148
 euptilurus 150
Prionailurus javanensis 
 javanensis 154
 sumatranus 154
Prionailurus planiceps 140
Prionailurus rubiginosus
 koladivius 146
 phillipsi 146
 rubiginosus 144
Prionailurus viverrinus
 rhizophoreus 142
 viverrinus 142
Proteles cristatus 
 cristatus 254
 septentrionalis 256
Puma
 North American 84
 South American 82

Puma concolor
 concolor 82
 cougar 84

R
Rusty-Spotted Cat 
 Forest 146
 Indian 144
 Lowland 146
 Mainland 144
 Sri-Lankan 146

S
Sand Cat
 African 194
 Arabian 197
 Asian 196
Serval
 Central African 162
 East African 160 
 South African 158
 West African 162
Small-Spotted Cat 201
Snow Leopard 72
Steppe Cat 136
 Chinese 189
Strandwolf 243
Swamp Cat 191

T
Tiger
 Amoy 39
 Amur 36 
 Bengal 34
 Indochinese 40
 Korean 37
 Malayan 42
 Manchurian 37
 Northern Indochinese 41
 Siberian 37
 South China 38
 Southern Indochinese 43
 Sumatran 44
Tiger Cat
 Southern 115
Tigrillo 119
Tigrina
 Central American 118
 Eastern 116
 Northern 118
 Southern 114

W
Wildcat
 Arabian 183
 Asian 185
 Asian Steppe 187
 Caucasian 178
 European 176
 Gordon’s 183
 North African 182
 South African 184
 Tristram’s 183
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