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INTRODUCTION

The Borderlands of Myth, 
History, and Science

IN MY MEANDERING PATH  toward becoming a classical folk-
lorist and historian of ancient science, I’ve always been drawn 
to the nooks and crannies and dusty corners of literature, art, 
and history. Curiosities, mysteries, oddities, outlandish out-
takes make my pulse race. When I read classical mythology, 
it is satyrs, giants, mermaids, witches, nymphs, sea monsters, 
Amazons, animals, mirages, diverting anecdotes, enigmas, 
and incongruous details that capture my fancy. I love sifting 
folklore, myths, legends, and old historical accounts for traces 
of genuine knowledge embellished with imagination, espe-
cially about natural history. Whenever my curiosity is piqued 
by something that seems out of the ordinary or unaccounted 
for in ancient writings, I immediately look for explanatory 
footnotes and commentaries. When they are missing or 
incomplete, I mark the spot and begin a file, like any other 
cold- case detective. My battered green and red Loeb volumes 
of Greek and Latin texts are much scribbled, bristling with 
Post- it Notes. And my files are unruly thickets of random in-
formation that might one day yield worthy patterns— or not.

This kind of work often seems like wandering solo in a land-
scape shrouded in mist or shadow, along trails rife with forks 
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and false starts. Sometimes there are footprints of previous 
explorers, but other times there are no traces, no blazes, no 
way- markers. Sometimes the mosaic of burned- over patches 
is illuminated by sudden shafts of sunlight and understanding. 
The word that best describes this sort of marginal territory is 
the medieval march, derived from “edge, boundary, forest, 
impression, trace.” Marches are the borderlands or crossroads 
between realms, deserted or sparsely populated liminal zones 
on the frontiers of formally recognized centers. In these in- 
between lands, far from officialdom, different rules apply— or 
maybe there are no rules at all. In the marcher zones of myth, 
science, and history, one is free to explore, establish footholds, 
devise one’s own maps.

Each essay in this bundle of fifty has a unique time and 
place. Together they may serve as dots for tracing the trajec-
tory of my thinking about the intersections of ancient and 
modern popular lore, nature, history, and science. Recurrent 
themes, people, and places are cross- referenced. Some essays 
are new, while some grew out of one- paragraph contributions 
to Wonders and Marvels, a splendid history of science website 
that flourished until 2017. Some chapters delve into topics that 
caught my interest in earlier books and are more deeply inves-
tigated here. There are also substantially revised, expanded, 
and updated versions of pieces that appeared in an array of 
journals and magazines, from Military History Quarterly, Ar-
chaeology, and Sea Frontiers to London Review of Books and 
Sports Afield. The time span, covering nearly three decades 
from my earliest publications to the present, and the variety of 
venues ensures an eclectic, even eccentric selection of topics. 
For example, I expect that chapter 30, on the age- old rela-
tionship between wine goblets and women’s breasts in high 
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and low culture, originally published as “Libation Titillation,” 
might provoke justifiable outrage. But it is also evidence for 
how antiquated popular attitudes persisted into the late twen-
tieth century, and how far things have progressed since 1994.

In that same year, I learned from my tattoo artist friend 
Phoenix & Arabeth that copies of my Griffin article in Archae-
ology magazine were in tattoo parlors from Vancouver to San 
Diego, as Scythian- style animal designs were becoming a thing 
among tattooed folk. Tattoos were just becoming hip but not 
yet ubiquitous; I had to work hard to convince Peter Young, 
conservative editor in chief of Archaeology, that tattooing in 
antiquity would be a valid topic for the magazine. We had 
become friends after he had accepted my 1994 Griffin piece 
and several other articles. Peter finally published my tattoos 
article, “People Illustrated,” in 1999 (chapter 44). But instead 
of illustrating it with the beautiful barbarian tattoos lovingly 
detailed in ancient Greek vase paintings that I had gathered, 
the editors commissioned insipid, inexpert sketches. I rarely 
hold a grudge, but I never forgave Archaeology’s inexplicable 
refusal to accompany the piece with real tattoo images from 
antiquity. I never submitted another article to the magazine. 
Peter retired in 2011. Jarrett Lobell, at Archaeology magazine 
since 1999, became editor in chief. In 2013, Archaeology finally 
saw the light. “Ancient Tattoos,” written by Jarrett Lobell and 
deputy editor Eric Powell, was lavishly illustrated with color 
photos of ancient ink on Greek vases and other artifacts.

Other essays are personally more revealing, such as my 
now rather mortifying imaginary letter to a prominent pale-
ontologist (chapter 14). Mixed emotions also arise from the 
memoir of our ferret years, chapter 12: What in the world 
were we thinking when we inflicted the presence of polecats 
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on the good folk of Princeton? “Sweating Truth in Ancient 
Carthage,” chapter 40, is a nostalgic return to Gustave Flau-
bert’s controversial novel of 1862, Salammbô. Revisiting that 
novel now, it was a jolt to realize that, when I first read it at 
age fourteen, Flaubert’s sensational vision was my first intro-
duction to ancient history. Perhaps this explains a lot.

Some essays call up wonderful memories. While research-
ing and writing about the Grand Tours of eighteenth- century 
travelers to Greece for The Athenian, I felt an affinity with 
some of the early tourists’ experiences. Throughout the 1980s, 
my companion Josh (historian and political theorist Josiah 
Ober, now my husband) and I hiked over traces of ancient 
roads to massive stone fortresses built after the Peloponnesian 
War, the subject of Josh’s dissertation. We slept under the 
stars on the decks of ferryboats and in roofless ruined towers 
all around the timeless Greek countryside and islands. One 
summer, after many hot, dry miles on a winding mountain 
road, we finally reached the isolated, formidable ruins of the 
fortress of Panakton at dusk, thanks to a lift from a family of 
Tsigani (Romani). We rode in the back of their truck with their 
dogs, whose collars were heavily encrusted with gold and sil-
ver. The family dropped us off at the foot of a rugged peak in 
the middle of nowhere as night fell, shaking their heads at the 
crazy foreigners.

We scrambled up the stony slope and marveled at the 
looming walls of huge limestone blocks that we would mea-
sure and draw in the morning. Supper was spartan: one to-
mato, an onion that had rolled off a passing farm truck, and a 
pocketful of almonds gathered along the road, cracked with 
rocks. Brushing aside dry goat droppings, we slept on a flat 
slab of bedrock— until we were awakened just before dawn 
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by a symphony of tinkling bells and robust farts: a herd of 
goats had arrived. I’ll never forget opening my eyes to the 
dark silhouettes of curious goats and their mystified guardian 
standing over us. Josh and the shepherd shared a pipe while 
we watched a glorious sunrise over the Saronic Gulf far below.

Another time we spent the night in one of the towers of the 
ancient fort at Messene, in southern Greece. The moon was 
full, and Athena’s owl perched above us in one of the catapult 
windows. The next morning the air was filled with the sound 
of buzzing bees tumbling in a field of wind flowers and cycla-
men. As we arose, a passing goatherd offered us fresh milk 
from his pail. It is amazing to realize that any of these vignettes 
could have taken place when the early travelers ventured on 
Grand Tours to Greece during the Ottoman Empire.

Living in Athens in 1979– 80 and summers for the next de-
cade helping Josh with topographical surveys of ancient roads 
and towers, I spent many happy hours reading and sketching 
in the Library of the American School of Classical Studies. 
I became fascinated with ancient descriptions of bones of 
enormous size and strange shapes identified as “giants” and 
“monsters.” It occurred to me that the accounts might record 
discoveries of large vertebrate fossils, if there were any in 
Greece. I learned about nineteenth- century paleontological 
excavations not far from Athens at Pikermi from the venerable 
and kind archaeologist Eugene Vanderpool, who suggested 
that my intuition was worth pursuing. So I began researching 
the idea that observations of remarkable remains of extinct 
species might have played a role in ancient Greek and Roman 
ideas about some fabulous creatures. What I uncovered led 
me to pester numerous classicists and archaeologists, trying 
to convince them that the idea had merit, and that someone 
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should investigate. Eventually, I realized that it would be 
up to me to gather the scattered evidence from ancient lit-
erature and art, history, archaeology, and paleontology and 
make the case for a link between ancient accounts and fossils. 
Research into this subject proceeded slowly in library stacks 
and via stamped, typewritten letters, long before email and 
the Internet.

Meanwhile, I continued to earn a living as a freelance co-
pyeditor. At first, I worked on medical textbooks, but turned 
to editing literary, scientific, and historical manuscripts for 
a dozen trade and university presses. Until the publication 
of my first book in 2000, I thought of myself as a printmaker 
rather than a writer. My etchings of mythic subjects were sold 
in galleries in Washington, DC, Ithaca, New York, and Boze-
man, Montana. Some of my original illustrations for articles 
in The Athenian, Greece’s English- language magazine, appear 
in this anthology.

“Colossal Fossils,” chapter 13, was my first publication in 
The Athenian (October 1983). After typing it on the old manual 
Corona at the American School, I drew the illustrations with 
my precision Rotring rapidograph pen, which I used for car-
tography and archaeological drawings of fortresses, pottery, 
and coins. Part 2 of “Colossal Fossils,” for the February 1984 
Athenian, recounted ancient Greek reports of finding giant 
bones around the Aegean. These illustrated articles represent 
my plunge into the complicated evidence for what I initially 
thought of as “paleo- cryptozoology,” trying to identify un-
known creatures in ancient Greek literature and art. My re-
search into ancient Greek and Roman discoveries and inter-
pretations of fossils continued, with preliminary publications 
in, for example, Cryptozoology (1989, 1991), Folklore (1993), Ar-
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chaeology (1994), and the Oxford Journal of Archaeology (2000), 
culminating in chapter 1 of The First Fossil Hunters (2000).

I had become fixated on the Griffin as an ancient cryptid, 
an unknown creature with four legs and a beak. Each sum-
mer in the American School Library I studied thousands of 
ancient images of bird- headed quadrupeds from Egypt, Crete, 
Mesopotamia, Greece, and Scythia. The only writings about 
Griffins were in Greek and Latin literature, however, begin-
ning with fragments of the lost epic by Aristeas in the seventh 
century BC and culminating with the Roman natural historian 
Aelian in the third century AD. The texts coincided with an 
outpouring of artworks depicting Griffins just as they were 
described by ancient authors. Griffins did not figure in any 
known Greek myth— instead they were said to be real animals 
of eastern lands. What might have accounted for a millennium 
of consistent descriptions and related art? I could come up 
with only one living four- legged animal with a beak— the 
turtle. But it occurred to me that some extinct dinosaurs were 
quadrupeds with beaks.

My obsessive speculation that beaked dinosaur fossils 
played a role in how Griffins were visualized in classical Greece 
and Rome began to bug those close to me. Finally, Josh force-
fully suggested that I cease talking and write it all down, as a 
long letter to a paleontologist. Recently settled in Montana, I 
chose Jack Horner, curator of the new Museum of the Rockies 
in Bozeman, famous for his discovery of dinosaur eggs and the 
model for the paleontologist in the 1993 movie Jurassic Park.

I never sent Jack Horner my feverish, scattershot letter 
penned in 1989, “Hunting Griffins,” presented here as chap-
ter 14. But a few years later we did meet, thanks to Horner’s 
scientific illustrator, my friend Kris Ellingsen. I showed him 
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ancient Greek vase paintings of Griffins and compared them to 
the most famous beaked dinosaur in Montana, Mort the Tricer-
atops, mascot of the Museum of the Rockies. Horner nodded, 
then pointed out my mistaken belief that Triceratops dinosaurs 
had ever lived in in the Old World. But he encouraged me to 
forge on with my hypothesis that dinosaurs might be involved. 
As I left his office, Horner remarked to Kris, “She doesn’t know 
jackshit about paleontology. But she might be onto something.” 
That spurred me to do more homework before trying to explain 
my ideas to scientists.

Not all the mysteries embedded in myth and folklore 
and other products of imaginative and collective storytell-
ing over the ages are amenable to scientific explanation or 
historical solution, of course. Keeping in mind how much 
information has been garbled or lost over millennia, stum-
bling into culs- de- sac in the marches of history is inevitable, 
especially at a far remove in time and space. Franz Kafka’s 
paradox is never far from my mind: “A legend is an attempt 
to explain the inexplicable. Emerging, as it does, from a basis 
of truth, it is bound to end in the inexplicable” (“The Rescue 
Will Begin in Its Own Time,” 1917– 24). Several essays— I’m 
thinking of “The Flying Snakes of Arabia” (chapter 1), “Griffin 
Claws and a Unicorn Horn” (chapter 4), “The Little Bird with 
Poison Poop” (chapter 7), and “Cuvier and the Mammoth 
Foot” (chapter 18)— exemplify the impossibility of reaching 
certainty.

These articles distill a goodly amount of research. Many 
of the pieces, written for general audiences, do not include 
references, although some notes at the back of the book in-
dicate ancient sources and further readings. As a footnote 
and citation devotee myself, I keenly sympathize with read-
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ers who feel their absence. For the aficionado of footnotes, 
I recommend my books and scholarly publications, which 
are jam- packed with documentation and extensive bibliogra-
phies. Meanwhile, I hope you find pleasure in browsing this 
compilation of my souvenirs from the marches, wondrous 
hunting grounds for the study of human curiosity.
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Coleridge, Samuel Taylor, 244; 

“Kubla Khan,” 244; The Rime 
of the Ancient Mari ner, 233, 
244

colewort, 174–75
Colossus of Rhodes, 329–30
Columbus, Christopher, 82
Columella, 89, 298
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Cyrus the  Great, 189

Dahoul (pirate), 229
Dames, Wilhelm, 113
Damostratos, 27, 28
Danae, 263
Darius (Persian king), 355, 383, 

385, 386
David (Israelite king), 260, 286, 

287, 291–92



index

403

Dawson, Charles, 147–48
Dead Sea Scrolls, 289
Defoe, Daniel, Robinson Crusoe, 86
Dei Gratia (ship), 230
Deklugie, Asa, 163–64
Delphi, Delphic Oracle, 53, 263, 

272, 278, 280, 330, 332, 339, 
342, 343, 393n281

“Delphinokoritso” (song), 36
De mos the nes, 324, 327
Denise (ferret), 101–6, 102
derelicts (abandoned ships), 

225–26, 230–35
desert long- eared bats, 19
Diana, 191, 192–93, 284
Dickens, Charles, 84
Dido, 187, 311
Dikairon, 68–70, 74
Dinotherium, 114, 123
Dio Cassius, 297
Diodorus of Sicily (Diodorus 
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324; wind, 257

Hesiod, 55
Hilton, Paris, 105–6

Himilco, 318
Hippocrates, 136, 210
Hippolyte (Amazon queen), 187, 

333
hippopotami, 114, 123, 129. See 

also pygmy hippos
Histiaeus of Miletus, 355
Hob house, John Cam, 343
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frankincense



index

408

Incense Route, 136, 179, 180
India: Alexander the  Great in, 

292–93, 386; elephants of, 119, 
122, 160, 292–93; flying snakes 
and gliding lizards in, 18, 19; 
poisonous beetles in, 69–70; 
variolation in, 268

Ino, 53
insects, fake fossils of, 148
International Society of 

Cryptozoology, 133
Inuits, 226, 360
Iphigenia, 257
Iraq War (2003), 382
Iris, 254
Irving, Washington, 233
Isabella (ship), 246
Isabella, Queen of Castile, 82
Isaiah, 17
Ishbi- benob, 291–92
Israelites, 71–73, 289–92
Isthmus of Corinth, 53

Japan, mountain journeys in, 
349–50

Jardin des Plantes, Paris, 161
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Numbers, book of, 72, 290

oarfish, 29
Ober, Josiah ( Josh), 4–5, 7, 50, 

101–3, 107–8, 110, 254
Odysseus, 54, 89, 121, 250–51, 253, 

256, 260, 287
Oeobazus, 383
Oesterreich, T. K., 278
O’Flagherty, Roderick, 241



index

412

Og of Bashan, 290–91
Ohio Monsters, 169
okapi, 115
Old Bet (elephant), 160
Old Testament: ancient  giants, 

289; Arab warrior queens, 
180; Carthage, 311, 315; flying 
snakes, 17; poisonous quail, 
71–72. See also individual 
books

oleander, 274, 275, 278–79
Olga of Kiev, 273
Olympia, 130–31
Ombiaux, Maurice des, 221
onagers, 181
Onesimus, 267–68
Opis, 191
opium, 69, 276, 342
Oppian, 58
Oreithyia, 252
Orestes, 330
Orientalism, 309, 313, 320
Orosius, 374
Orpheus, 65, 358
Ortiagon, 183–84, 185
Osbourne (yacht), 31
Ötzi, 350, 361
Ovid, 78, 89, 254, 325, 379
Oxford Journal of Archaeology, 7
Oxford University Museum, 147

Paederus beetles, 70
painted carpet vipers, 21
paleocryptozoology, 133
paleontology: author’s interest 

in, 3, 5–8, 117–39; Cuvier as 

 father of, 154; in Greece, 112–
39; hoaxes involving, 147–52. 
See also archaeology

Pan, 61, 380
parachuting lizards, 18–19
parakeets, 78–79
Paramount Pictures, 85
Paris (Trojan), 191, 221
Parkening, Christopher, 101
parrots, 78–87
Parthenon, Athens, 334, 335, 338, 

340, 345–47
Parthian shots, 193
Pasiphaë, 269–70
Paul, Saint, 253, 329, 335
Pausanias: Alcmene, 96; 

Argive  women, 198–200; A 
Description of Greece, 331–36, 
347; dolphins, 56; fossils, 121, 
122, 124; Greek tour of, 331–36, 
331; sea monsters, 30; Tritons, 
26; turtles, 61; wind, 258

Pawnee Indians, 156, 159
Pazuzu, 254
Peabody Museum, 27, 65, 67
Peacock, Edward, 45
Peary, Robert E., 246–47
pederin, 70
Pegasus, 124
Peleus, 33
Penthesilea (Amazon queen), 

187–88, 191, 206
Pepys, Samuel, 80–81
perch, 202–3
perfumes, 46, 282, 333; Alexander 

the  Great and, 386–87; 



index

413

Arabian trade in, 24, 180; 
Cleopatra and, 387; dolphins’ 
dislike of, 56; ingredients of, 
13, 178; men’s fragrances, 386, 
388–90; Romans and, 387–88. 
See also frankincense

Perseus, 139, 263
Persia/Persians: Griffin claw 

gift to Charlemagne from, 
41, 45–46, 49; invasions of 
Greece by, 28, 61, 252, 255–56, 
355, 383; and poison from 
Dikairon’s feces, 68; and 
Romans, 303

Peter III of Aragon, 352–53
Peter the  Great, 157
Petit, Pierre, 205, 209–12, 211
Petrarch, 351
phantom ships. See ghost ships
Pheidippides, 61
Philip V (Macedonian king), 

351–52
Philistines, 289
Philo, 71
Philostratus, 122, 283
Phlegon of Tralles, 23
Phoenicians, 317–19
Phoenix & Arabeth, 3
phrenology, 265
physiognomy, 264–66
Picasso, Pablo, 220
Picasso, Paloma, 213–14
Picts, 358
pigeon, messenger, 83–84
The Pigeon That Took Rome 

(film), 85

Pikermi, 112–15, 123
Pikermi Ape, 112, 113, 123
Pi lot Charts, 231, 234
Piltdown Man, 147–48, 151
Pindar, 324, 327
pipes (musical instrument), 51, 

380
pirates, 52, 229, 337, 347, 357, 

367–68
Pitohui, 73
plague, 72, 229, 254
Plato, 54, 194–97, 210, 265; Laws, 

194–97; Republic, 197
Plato’s Acad emy, Athens, 265, 

333, 346
Playboy (magazine), 215, 217
Pleistocene Greece, 114, 116
plesiosaurs, 33
Plessis, Edouard, 32
Pliny the Elder: Antony and 

Cleopatra, 201–2; Carthage, 
312; dolphins, 56; fossils, 122; 
Golden Fleece, 38; Griffins, 
128; Helen of Troy, 221; 
honey, 273–77; mirages, 240; 
poisonous Pontic ducks, 71; 
Rhodes, 330; scorpions, 21; 
sea monsters, 29; weasels, 98; 
wind, 257–58

Pliocene Greece, 113–16
Plugge, P. C., 274
Plutarch: Alexander the  Great, 

292–93, 386; Antony and 
Cleopatra, 201–3; bird 
banding, 76; Carthage, 312, 
315; Celts/Gauls, 296; 



index

414

Plutarch (continued)  
fossils, 119, 122, 135; Germani, 
297–98; Pythias, 278; Roman 
military, 299–302; tattoos, 
355; warrior  women, 184, 200

Poe, Edgar Allan, 233; “The City 
in the Sea,” 243–44

poison: beetles, 69–70; Caligula’s 
collection of, 373–74; 
Dikairon, 68–70; ducks, 71; 
honey, 272–81; Mithradates 
VI’s knowledge of, 70–71; 
quail, 71–73; vari ous creatures, 
71–72; weapons utilizing, 69

polecats. See weasels/ferrets
Pollux, 89
Polo, Marco, 356
Polosmak, Natalya, 360
Polyaenus, 198–99
Polybius, 184, 309, 312, 313
Pompey the  Great, 189, 273, 303, 

329
poop: bird, 68–73; dinosaur, 152; 

ferret, 102
Popeye (parrot), 81–82
Poroselene, 56
Porus (Indian king), 292–93
Post, Marjorie Merriweather, 

391n58
Powell, Eric, 3
Prial, Frank, 217
Prior, Matthew, 79
Procopius, 312
Prometheus, 129
Propertius, 327, 331
Protoceratops, 137–38, 139

Psamathe, 33
Psamtik of Egypt, 381
Pseudo- Plutarch, On Rivers, 174
Psylli, 257
Putin, Vladimir, 388–90
pygmy hippos, 125, 133–34
Pyrrhus of Epirus, 200
Pythia, 278–80

Qedar/Qedarites, 180–81
quail, poisonous, 71–74
Queen Eleanor (steamer), 32

Rabelais, 256–57
Rachmaninoff, Sergei, 306
Radner, Karen, 23
Raffles (mynah), 85
Rainbow Island (film), 85
Rakhianu (Damascene ruler), 180
Ramachandran, Vilayanur, 285
ram- birds, 39–40, 40
Randy and the Rainbows, 101
Ras Shamra Texts, 289
ravens, 84
Red Moscow (fragrance), 389–90
 Reese, David, 133–34
Reggio di Calabria, 236–39
Reishi mushrooms, 143–44, 146
Rekunov, Vladislav, 388
Remus, 192
Rephaim, 289
Republic Pictures, 86
Reresby, John, 44–45
Restoration ( England), 204, 207
retsina, 342
Revenue Cutter Ser vice, 235



index

415

rhinoceroses: ancestors of, 137; 
ancient images and accounts 
of, 129; in China, 143–46; 
fossils of, 113, 115, 123, 131; as 
model for strange creatures 
of lit er a ture and art, 124; uses 
of, 145

Rhodes, 30–31, 329–30
rhododendron, 71, 272–76, 

278–80
Richardson, Philip, 230, 234–35
Richmond, Frances Theresa 

Stuart, Duchess of, 84
rinkhals (spitting cobras), 15
Roc bird, 41
Rochegrosse, Georges, 306
Rodger, A. F., 32
Rodin, Auguste, 306
Rodriguez, Narciso, 390
Roland, 303
Romani, 4, 131
Romanticism (art movement), 

140, 244, 254, 341
Rome (tele vi sion series), 387
Rome/Romans: and Amazons, 

187–93; and Carthage, 306–7, 
310, 311, 313–14, 316–17, 319–
20; dogs in, 88–91; “ giant” 
foes of, 288, 294–303; and 
Hercules/Heracles, 316–17; 
military training of, 298–99; 
and perfume, 387–88; 
physical stature of, 294; 
tattoos in, 356; tourism of, 
323–36, 326; and turtles, 61; 
vulture mascots of, 75–77

Romulus, 192
Roo se velt, Theodore, 163
rosebay, 279
Ross, Andrew, 148
Ross, James Clark, 246
Ross, John, 246
Rowley, Thomas, 270
Royal Meteorological Society, 

245–46
Royal Meteorological Society 

Quarterly Journal, 243
Rubicon (freighter), 225
Rudenko, Sergei, 135–37, 359–61
Rudwick, Martin, 154
Rufus, Quintus Curtius, 239
Rumney (ship), 231
Rundel, Lord, 339
Rus sian Acad emy of Science, 

St. Petersburg, 159

Saddam Hussein, 382–85
Saint- Denis church, 44, 46, 49
Saintsbury, George, 216
Saki, 104
Salimbene, Fra, 353
Sallust, 303
Salmonson, Jessica Amanda, 185
Salome, 204
Samos, 115–16, 118–19, 122–30, 

134–35
Samotherium, 119, 123, 130, 135
Samsi (Arab queen), 180–81
sand boas, 15
USS San Francisco, 232
San  people, 69
Sappho, 204, 323, 330



index

416

Sargon, 28
Sauropods, 141, 143
Saving Private Ryan (film), 385
saw- scale vipers, 21
Schliemann, Heinrich, 310
Schwarzenegger, Arnold, 101, 

391n111
Scientific American (magazine), 237
Scipio Aemilianus, 311, 312, 314, 319
Sciron, 29
scorpions, 15, 21, 24
Scott, Robert Falcon, 248
Scott, Walter, 227, 340
Scythia/Scythians: animal 

designs/tattoos of, 3, 135, 
136–37, 178, 359–61, 359; as 
archers, 194–97, 195; burials 
of, 136–37; characteristics of, 
173; gender equality among, 
194–97, 195; gold in, 39, 136; 
Griffins in, 118–19, 123, 126, 
129, 135–36; Plato and, 194–
97; trade practiced by, 179. 
See also Amazons; Siberia/
Siberians

Sea Cloud I (yacht), 50, 391n58
Sea Frontiers (magazine), 2
sea monsters, 28–33, 28, 125. See 

also mermaids; Nereids; 
Tritons

sea turtles, 29–30
Seferis, George, 35
Selznick, David O., 85
Sennacherib (Assyrian king), 181
Severus, Septimius (Roman 

emperor), 375

Severus Alexander, 375
Sèvres porcelain cups, 215
Sextus Empiricus, 71
sexual cannibalism, 14–15
Shakespeare, William, 260, 338
sharks, 28, 30, 120, 125, 152, 153, 168
Shi Nai’an,  Water Margin, 366, 368
Shintoism, 350
Shoumachoff, Ossip, 158–59
Sibbecai the Hushathite, 291
Siberia/Siberians: mammoths 

found in, 157–58; tattoos 
of, 359–61, 363–64. See also 
Scythia/Scythians

Siegfried, 140–42
Silenos, 379, 381
Silk Routes, 39, 41, 44, 179
Sima Qian, 364
Simo (dolphin), 55–56
Simonides of Samos, 94
Sippai, 291
Sirens, 34
Sirocco (Southeast Wind), 254, 259
Skiron (Northwest Wind), 254
Skouphos, Theodore, 113
skunks, 93, 104
slavery. See enslaved Africans
smallpox, 204, 208, 267–71
Smerdis of Persia, 381
snakes, 97, 98. See also flying snakes
Society for the Investigation of 

the Unexplained, 133
Socrates, 265, 265, 332
Solinus, 22
Solomon (Israelite king), 180
Song Jiang, 366–68



index

417

Sopater, 258
Souroko. See Sirocco
South Pole, 246
souvenirs, 323, 326, 328, 330, 332, 

335–36, 338–41
Sparta/Spartans: and Argive 

 women, 198–200; Hyacinthus 
cult of, 262–63; tourism in, 
324–25; windy encounter of, 
254

Spendius, 311
Sphinx, 124, 333
Spike (ferret), 106–8
Spindler, Konrad, 361
Spon, Jacob, 339, 342–43, 345
Sports Afield (magazine), 2
Spur- Winged Goose, 73
Stanhope, Hester, 340
starlings, 80
Stella (ferret), 109–11
Stevenson, Robert Louis, Trea-

sure Island, 86
Stewart, Zeph, 132
Stono Plantation, South Carolina, 

155, 166, 168
Strabo: Amazons, 210; Britons, 

297; Carthage, 312; flying 
snakes, 19, 21; Golden Fleece, 
38; Greece, 330, 336; poison 
honey, 273; wind, 254

Strait of Messina, 236–39
Stuart, Frances Theresa (Duchess 

of Richmond), 84
Sturz, Lisa Aimee, 142
Stymphalean Birds, 126
styrax (resin), 13–14

Success (fragrance), 388, 389
Sudanese, 287–88
Suetonius: Caligula, 356, 370, 373; 

fossils, 124; ghost ship, 227; 
Rhodes, 329

Sulla, 334
sunglasses, 337, 338, 343
Svaneti, Colchis, 38
sweat- lodge ceremonies, 177
Swift, Jonathan, Gulliver’s 

Travels, 289
Swinburne, Algernon, 284
Symon’s Monthly Meteorological 

Magazine, 242

Tacitus, 296, 297, 299–302
Taenarum, 53
Tanit, 312, 315
Taoism, 349, 350
Taquet, Philippe, 156
Taras, 53
Tarentum, 53
Tatian, 199
Tatler (journal), 79
tattoos: barbarian, 3, 357–58, 363; 

of captives and slaves, 355–56, 
364; Chinese and, 363–68; 
Egyptian, 361–62; functions 
of, 354, 357–58, 361, 362, 364; 
Greek images of, 358–59, 364; 
pro cess of, 357, 360, 365, 367; 
as punishment, 354–57, 364, 
366–67; removal of, 70, 357; 
Scythian, 3, 135, 136–37, 178, 
359–61, 359; therapeutic, 361

Te’el- hunu (Arab queen), 181



index

418

Telemachus, 54
Telesilla, 198–200
 Temple of Hera, Argos, 200
 Temple of Zeus, Athens, 334, 346
Terpander, 65
HMS Terror, 226, 246
Tertullian, 312
Teutobochus (Teutonic king), 301
The Teutonic Prisoners (sculpture), 

297
Teutons, 75, 294, 297, 298–300
Teylers Museum, Netherlands, 147
Thalestris (Amazon queen), 189, 

204–7, 205
Thebes, 324–25
Themistocles, 256, 381
Theodore Metcalf (parrot), 82
Theophrastus, 122, 124, 312
Theropods, 141
Theseus, 187, 188
Thetis, 33, 284
Thornton, Robert John, “Effects 

Arising from Vaccination,” 270
the Thousand (tyrannical 

oligarchs), 200
Thracians, 357–58
Thucydides, 124
Tiberius (Roman emperor), 323, 

329, 336, 371
Tiglath- Pileser III (Assyrian 

king), 180–81
Time (magazine), 86
Titanic (ship), 235, 245
Titans, 287
toasting, 218–19
tobacco, 342

Todorov, Alexander, 265
tomb of Midas, 379
Tomyris (Massagetae queen), 189
Too Kin, 350
tortoises. See turtles
tourism: accommodations and 

meals, 324, 327–28, 331, 
341–44; Eu ro pe ans in Greece, 
337–48; hardships of, 337, 
344; Romans in Greece, 
323–36; souvenirs, 323, 326, 
328, 330, 332, 335–36, 338–41; 
supplies for, 343–44; theft of 
antiquities, 334, 338–39

Tower of the Winds, Athens, 
250–55, 251, 346

Trea sure Island (film), 85
Triceratops, 137, 139
trilobites, 149, 150, 151
Tritons, 26–27, 250. See also 

mermaids; Nereids; sea 
monsters

Trojan War, 187–88, 206, 257, 287
Trump (fragrance), 388
Trump, Donald, 388–90
Tsar (fragrance), 390
Tucson Fossil and Mineral Show, 

149
tulip champagne glasses, 215
tuna, 203
Tunisia, 307, 309, 310, 314
Turnus, 189
turtles: admired qualities of, 61; 

folklore about, 61–63; as 
food for ea gles, 63; as food 
for  humans, 63–64; Greek 



index

419

habitats of, 60–61; mating 
habits of, 65–67; and  music, 
59, 61, 64; as playthings, 61, 62; 
and racing, 59–60, 61; as sea 
monsters, 29–30; vocalizations 
of, 66–67; Zeus and, 62–63

Unicorn horn, 49
United Nations Entity for Gender 

Equality, 182
United States: fossils in, 166–69; 

Gold Rush in, 39. See also 
Native Americans

universal antidote, 71, 267
University of California– Santa 

Cruz Slugs, 61
University of North Carolina 

National Center for 
Catastrophic Sport Injury 
Research, 263

Uraeus, 19–21, 20, 25
urban legends, 382–85
US Army, 305
US Coast Guard, 225, 235
US Exploring Expedition (1838–

42), 246
US Navy Hydrographic Office, 231

vaccinations, 208, 267–71
Valerius Maximus, 184, 312
Van Buchel, Arnold, 44
Van Cleef and Arpels, 390
Vanderpool, Eugene, 5, 122–23
Van Dijk, Pablo, 213–14, 214
vapor baths, 175–77
variolation, 268

vase in the shape of a foot, 282, 283
Vasnier, Yann, 389
Vegetius, 298
Venezis, Ilias, 35
Venus (goddess), 95, 204, 221, 

284. See also Aphrodite
Venus (planet), 248
Verdun,  Battle of, 83–84
Vermonnel (French government 

commissioner), 157
Verres, 334
vessels. See derelicts (abandoned 

ships); drinking vessels
Vikings, 248
Vinick, Larry, 214–15
Vinycomb, John, 47
Virgil, Aeneid, 29, 187–93, 311
Vitellius (Roman emperor), 292
Vorenus, Lucius, 387
Vulso, Gnaeus Manlius, 183
vultures, 75–77, 76

Wadjet, 19, 20, 25
Wagner, Andreas, 112
Wagner, Richard: Flying Dutchman, 

233; The Ring of the Nibelung, 
140; Sieg fried, 142, 142

Waldrapp (Northern Bald Ibis), 16
Wall Street Journal (newspaper), 

105
Wang Wu, 365
Wars of Religion (France), 48
Washington, George, 160, 161, 

168, 268–69
 water nymphs, 33–35
Watson, George E., 65–67



index

420

weasels/ferrets: associated with 
sex, marriage, and birth, 
95–97; author’s, 3, 94, 101–11; 
bad reputation of, 93–94, 104; 
characteristics of, 94; folklore 
about, 92, 94–97, 104; food 
of, 94, 102, 103; Greek images 
of, 99, 99; laws about, 109, 
392n111; lifespan of, 103, 
105, 109, 110; mating habits 
of, 103–4; mouse- hunting 
abilities of, 92–95; odor of, 
92, 93, 104, 107; as pets, 94, 
99–111; relatives of, 97–98, 
104, 106; sleeping habits of, 
103; slithering abilities of, 101, 
102, 107; snakes as enemies 
of, 97, 98; teeth and claws 
of, 102–3, 109–10; thieving 
abilities of, 93, 106; uses of, 
98, 104, 109; vet care for, 103; 
vocalizations of, 93

Wesley (minister of Epworth), 81
whaling, 49
Wheler, George, 339, 341–43, 345
White, Miles, 214–15
Wilkes, Charles, 246
Wilson, Victoria, 84
wind- lullers, 258–59
winds, 250–60
witches, 96
W. L. White (schooner), 234
 women. See Amazons; Argos/

Argive  women; breasts
Won ders and Marvels (website), 2

Woodward, Arthur Smith, 113
Words worth, William, 244
World War I, 83–84
worms, as dog ailment, 91
wormwood, 91
Wren, Warren, 232
Wu (Chinese king), 145

Xenophanes, 152–53
Xenophon, 89–90, 272, 312, 358
Xerxes (Persian king), 256, 354–55, 

383, 385
Xiongnu, 364–65

Yang Yao, 367
Yatie (Arab queen), 181
York (enslaved member of  

Lewis and Clark expedition), 
169

York, Duke of, 80
Young, Andrew T., 238
Young, Peter, 3
Yue Fei, 366–67, 368

Zabibi (Arab queen), 180
Zeno of Elia, 59–60
Zephyros (West Wind), 254, 256, 

260, 261–62
Zetes, 252
Zeus, 62–63, 95, 263, 323
Zhang Qian, Han Shu, 364–65
Zhan Guo Ce (Intrigues of the 

Warring States), 363
zooarchaeology, 125
Zopyrus, 265




