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1

INTRODUC TION

A hot, late July afternoon in the Peloponnesian countryside in 200 B.C. (Figs. 1, 5). The 
travelers have walked many kilometers over many days, and suddenly someone spies 
a flash in the distance, and the word spreads quickly: we’re nearly there. Olympia! The 
glint of sun reflecting off bronze and gilt multiplies as they draw nearer, and soon the 
brilliant colors of marble sculptures are visible, and the hum of voices, both animal 
and human, the sounds of wagons, tools, and water fill the air. After such a long journey 
through a nearly monochromatic landscape of scrubby brown and green vegetation, 
almost empty streams, and tranquil mountains, the rich palette of materials, hues, 
and sounds at Olympia, the greatest Panhellenic sanctuary of them all, is dazzling, 
overwhelming, magical, and awe-inspiring. As the travelers approach the site, they 
mill with hundreds, thousands, of others, stopping for a drink of water for themselves 
and their animals, unloading carts, and talking excitedly among each other as they 
search for a comfortable place to camp for the five days of the Olympic games. Mer-
chants hawk food and votives to the visitors, as priests make offerings at the various 
altars in the site.

When imagined in this way, it is easy to grasp the extraordinary spectacle Olympia 
and its games must have been for the ancient visitors. New books on the ancient Olym-
pic games proliferate around the time of every modern Olympiad. But Olympia was 
more than athletics in antiquity and offers far more than that for study now. Olympia’s 
fame rested not only on its prestigious Panhellenic athletic games but also on its re-
ligious sanctuary and its oracle, where politics and prestige were played out. To hold 
political and military power in the ancient world meant leaving a mark at Olympia: 
cities and rulers gravitated to the site and used the placement of their monuments 
and imagery to vie with, and outdo, one another again and again. Cities victorious in 
battle erected lavish monuments to trumpet their successes, and various patrons, as 
well as Olympic officials, recruited monuments—buildings and sculpture—to foster 
and propagate ideas about religion and politics, about themselves, their accomplish-
ments, and Olympia itself to the thousands of visitors to the site (Pl. 1).
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Fig. 1. Map of Mediterranean.
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4	 Introduction

An Olympic victory was the most prestigious athletic achievement one could 
acquire: Olympic victors’ hometowns frequently celebrated them with extraordi-
nary honors, and ancient authors make it clear that victory on the racing track 
prepared young men for triumph on the battlefield. Olympic victors enjoyed the 
special honor of being able to erect a statue of themselves (or someone could do this 
on the athlete’s behalf) in the Altis, the sacred area, at Olympia. We know of later 
athletic victor statues at other sanctuaries, such as the well-known bronze chariot
eer of Delphi (Pl. 2), but the practice seems to be largely peculiar to Olympia, where 
there were hundreds of such thankofferings as evidenced by ancient authors and 
inscribed bases.

These mostly bronze (but sometimes marble) statues commemorating military suc-
cess (often with statues of Zeus) and athletic victories (usually statues of the victors), 
as well as statues erected as honorifics by poleis (especially Elis, often together with the 
Olympic Boule) and others, stood on inscribed bases, which usually, but not always, 
record dedications to Olympian Zeus. Of the original bronze statues themselves, only 
fragments remain; in a few instances, we are fortunate to have feet still attached to their 
bases (Pl. 3a). Large-scale marble statues—both architectural and non-architectural, 
free-standing and relief—survive to a greater extent, which is not surprising consid-
ering the demand for metal in the late and post-antique periods. The vast majority of 
these extant sculptures are from the Temple of Zeus, the Nymphaion, and the Metroon 
(see chapters 3–5).

STATE OF THE SCHOLARSHIP AND GOALS OF THE STUDY

One of the first things that strikes a scholar (at least, this scholar) who begins to 
work on Olympia is how much material there is and how much we still do not know. 
This seems strange for one of the most important sanctuaries in the ancient world. 
Excavations at Olympia began under French direction in 1829 and resumed in 1875 
by Germany (Fig. 2); this work eventually came under the direction of the Deutsches 
Archäologisches Institut (hereafter DAI). The German excavations continue to this 
day, along with excavations by the local ephorate of the Hellenic Ministry of Cul-
ture. The significance of the work of the DAI is hard to overestimate. Without their 
tireless investigations and conscientious, steady publication, we would scarcely 
know anything about the physical site of Olympia. We have an abundance of in-
scriptions in several media from Olympia, and we have the remains of buildings 
and architectural sculpture—in some cases quite substantial remains, inscribed bases 
that once supported sculpture, and thousands of votive objects, as well as elements 
of infrastructure, for example, water lines and aqueducts. Numerous studies exist 
(and others are under way) on many buildings in the sanctuary although new build-
ings continue to be uncovered and discovered; on the most famous sculpture, that 
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	 Introduction� 5

from the Temple of Zeus; on the terracotta sculpture; on some bronze objects, in-
cluding a thorough treatment of the helmets recovered from the site; and on certain 
areas of the sanctuary, such as the southeast. A narrative history of Olympia, limited in 
its scope and aims, has emerged, but it tends to focus on the main structures and, natu-
rally, is continually subject to revision. However, there has been far less interpretation 
at a larger level, putting the whole of what we know together to consider the site in 
its many facets—archaeological, political, social, religious—in depth over the longue 
durée. This challenge is one thing, of course, that makes the study of Olympia so 
lively and exciting, and it is precisely the goal of this study to address these issues.

This book focuses on the development of Olympia, particularly (but not exclu-
sively) the Altis from the period of its first monumental architecture c. 600 B.C. until 
the late Roman period, when pagan cult practices were officially abolished by the Chris-
tian emperor Theodosius in 393 A.D. Although this was followed by a transformation 
of Olympia into a thriving early Christian community, we will not venture there. Schol-
ars usually claim that Olympia and its games experienced their peak in the sixth and 
fifth centuries B.C., then declined in the fourth century, but recent discoveries along 
with a reconsideration of the already existing evidence should cause us to revise our 
picture: the site’s prestige and importance and the games continued right up to the 
time of Theodosius’ decree and beyond.

Here, I offer a new way of viewing Olympia to answer the primary questions of 
how and why the site developed as it did over this long period of time. In particular, 
my focus is on how sculptural monuments (both architectural and free-standing) re-
lated and responded to each other; what messages patrons intended; and what inter-
pretations were available to viewers. The last question is the most difficult to investi-
gate since we have so little evidence of specific responses to the site (as opposed to 
general acclaim and appreciation for Olympia). But the physical context in which the 
monuments are situated, as well as the social, historical, political, and religious events 
that occurred at Olympia (i.e., cultural context), help with this issue and often enable 
us to posit responsible possibilities regarding viewer response. This method employs 
all available evidence—material and written—to formulate a picture of the site over 
time. The goal is to obtain a coherent understanding of the site as it developed, not 
just in terms of its architecture but also in terms of meaning, to understand why ob-
jects were placed where they were (when we know) and what the intended effect was. 
This work is meant to offer a method that can be applied to other sites and sanctuar-
ies. Remarkably, such holistic interpretive work has rarely been done for any archaeo-
logical site in ancient Greece (Hurwit’s 1999 excellent study of the Athenian Akropo-
lis is an exception), and it is my hope that this study might offer a model to interpret 
other sites in the ancient world.

Abundant archaeological evidence of many varieties—architecture, sculpture (stone, 
terracotta, bronze), stone foundations, armor, weapons, pottery, coins—is available 

9780691210476_Print.pdf October 13, 2025 20:21:57WPS: Prepress/Printer’s Proof



6	 Introduction

Fig. 2. Photo of excavation of ‘Heraion’ in 1877/1878 by the Romaïdes brothers.  
Photo: D-DAI-ATH-2003.0009.

to help answer these questions and, read together with written evidence, including a 
large cache of inscriptions from the site, permits us to make some headway. Pausa-
nias’ two books devoted to Olympia, however, remain the richest written source for 
the appearance of Olympia in the 160s A.D. and are absolutely instrumental to any-
one studying the site. His text is usually regarded as a rare ancient Greek example of 
travel writing, something like an ancient Baedeker, but this does a disservice to his 
work, which is far more than a list of places and descriptions. It is carefully crafted 
and includes an abundance of information of what Pausanias saw, thought, heard, 
and experienced in his own time. Pausanias does not mention everything he saw, but 
only those things that interested him, which were mostly religious. Excavators at Olym-
pia continue to unearth buildings and monuments that he never named, such as the 
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	 Introduction� 7

‘athletic guild’ in the southwest (Fig. 3, SW Baths), as well as some that he does, such 
as the sanctuary of Demeter Chamyne (6.21.1; Pl. 4 and Fig. 12); such discoveries 
sometimes cause us to revise our understanding of the text and the placement of 
structures. In addition, monuments or buildings the author mentions no longer exist 
or have not been found, such as the Hippodameion (5.22.2), which compounds the 
problems in identifying the few structures that do remain.

In order to interpret the site, one must first, of course, establish its appearance at 
any given period. Beyond the major buildings, such as the Temple of Zeus and the 
‘Heraion’ whose position was unchanged from what we see today, there are smaller 
buildings, such as the treasuries, the Southeast Building, the Echo Hall, the Philip-
peion, and large-scale monuments, such as the Ptolemaic Monument, whose posi-
tions are certain. But the situation with the free-standing sculptural monuments is 
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8	 Introduction

Fig. 3. Olympia, plan of Roman period by K. Herrmann, H. Birk, and M.-L. Charalambis.  
Courtesy of DAI.

Statue Bases

1 earlier Zanes bases
2 later Zanes bases
3 Ptolemaic monument
4 Dropion base
5 Mikythos monument
6 Semicircular Elean monument
7 Eretrian Steer monument
8 Achaian monument
9 Nike of Paionios
10 Plataian monument
11 Telemachos base
12 Praxiteles base
13 Apollonian monument
14 Philonides base
15 M. M. Rufus base
16 Phormis dedication 
17 Kallikrates base
18 Two-column monument
19 Mummius base

Altars

A1 Altar of Heraion
A2 Altar of Herakles
A3 Altar of Metroon
A4 Altar of Artemis

----- Greek water lines
- -- - fence
-15- altitude with respect to the Zeus temple

Buildings on the Treasury Terrace

O oikos
I Treasury of Sikyon
II Treasury
III Treasury of Syracuse
IV Treasury of Epidamnos
V Treasury of Byzantion?
VI Treasury of Sybaris?
VII Treasury of Kyrene?
VIII Treasury
IX Treasury of Selinus
X Treasury of Metaponto
XI Treasury of Megara
XII Treasury of Gela

B wells
D Altar of Demeter Chamyne
K Hellanodikai seating
R access to Gaion

AB-archaic bridge supports
FH Early Helladic House III (Building VII)
GA Greek Altis wall
RA Roman Altis wall
NW Northwest gate
SW Southwest gate

l l
a

w s
o

e
d

al
K

North
Baths

K r o n o s  H i l l

Palaistra

Kronos
Baths

Nymphaion

retaining wall

T r e a s u r y  t e r r a c e

altar of
Zeus

temple of Zeus

Kladeos
baths

Greeks
baths

Roman guesthouse

P h e i d i a s ’
w o r k s h o p

East baths

So
u

th
ea

.
g

dl
B ts

Greek
Bldg.

East-West path
SE gate

Roman bldg.

B
o

u
le

u
te

ri
o

n

South
baths

Leonidaion

baths

late antique

houses

SW baths

la
te

 a
nt

iq
ue

 w
al

l

ll
a

w s
o

e
d

al
K

North
Baths

K r o n o s  H i l l

Palaistra

Kronos
Baths

Nymphaion

retaining wall

T r e a s u r y  t e r r a c e

altar of
Zeus

Temple of Zeus

Kladeos
baths

Greeks
baths

Roman guesthouse

P h e i d i a s ’
w o r k s h o p

East baths

So
u

th
ea

.
g

dl
B ts

Greek
Bldg.

East-West path
SE gate

Roman bldg.

B
o

u
le

u
te

ri
o

n

S o u t h H a l l

South
baths

Leonidaion

baths

late antique

houses

SW baths

Baths

la
te

 a
nt

iq
ue

 w
al

l

Pelopion

Heraion Metroon

Gymnasion

Leonidaion
Leonidaion

Philippeion

ll
a

H 
o

hc
E

Prytaneion

Spolienhaus

0 50 100 150 m

Stadion I I I

Stadion I I

9780691210476_Print.pdf October 13, 2025 20:21:58WPS: Prepress/Printer’s Proof



	 Introduction� 9

more challenging and dependent on what is extant (usually only an inscribed base) 
and whether the remains are in situ. The earliest large-scale free-standing sculptures, 
known only from written accounts, are from the sixth century B.C., but the earliest 
extant examples are only from the fifth century B.C. Reuse and rebuilding occlude 
the picture: although we have Pausanias’ vivid and detailed account, he describes the 
site as he found it when he visited in the mid-second century A.D., and not necessar-
ily as it was when the monuments were erected.1 In fact, the history of the site is one 
of reuse: we know with certainty that both Greeks and Romans moved monuments 
around—in some cases only a short time after their erection—to change their loca-
tion or for reuse in various ways. Over one thousand statue bases survive, 340 of them 
with inscriptions, but we can be certain of the original placement of only some 170,2 
which were found in situ. We can establish monuments to be in situ when their foun-
dations show no signs of disturbance or change, and this requires scrutiny of founda-
tions for all monuments. In addition, we know of other statues only from ancient 
writers, usually Pausanias, or from inscribed plaques, usually of bronze, that were 
once affixed to bases.3 Altogether, we know of 274 athletic victors’ statues, 98 of which 
still retain inscriptions.4

Purgold and the authors of IvO, Dittenberger and Purgold, published what was 
known of the statue bases in 1892 and 1896, respectively, but many more have been 
found since then. Select types of statue bases, such as those associated with Hellenistic 
rulers, appear in various publications,  for example, Herrmann 1988; Hintzen-Bohlen 
1992; Bringmann, von Steuben, and Ameling 1995; Kotsidu 2000; and Schmidt-Dounas 
2000, and, of course, newly discovered bases appear in OlBer; Siedentopf 1968, 89–108 
catalogued bases belonging to equestrian statues according to location at Olympia. As 
I write this, Christina Leypold is currently engaged in the mammoth project of studying 
and publishing all the statue bases, and Klaus Hallof has been entrusted with the even 
larger project of restudying and publishing all of the inscriptions from Olympia, includ-
ing those previously published in IvO and elsewhere.

Several problems dog the study of the archaeological remains. Lack of information—
whether through lack of excavation (some areas have been excavated, others have 
not), loss in either antiquity or the modern period, or lack of publication of recovered 

1 A surprising number and variety of scholars seem unaware of this fact and base interpretations on this supposi-
tion. See, e.g., Lehmann and Gutsfeld 2013, 95–97; Schmidt-Dounas 2000, 207–9; Krumeich 1997, 38–39.

2 Leypold 2014b, 31; Leypold 2014a, 33. Hyde (1912) tries to establish the position of statues on the basis of group-
ings by family, state, artist, or event as enunciated in Pausanias. In other words, he endeavors to reconstruct the ap-
pearance of the sanctuary at the time that Pausanias saw it.

3 E.g., IvO 166; SEG 14, 358; 16, 288; 39, 1822; 40, 809; 42, 386.
4 Leypold 2014a, 34. Herrmann (1988) reckoned that Pausanias mentions 197 athletic victor statues and that an-

other 62 are known from inscribed bases but are not mentioned in Pausanias. Habicht (1985, 22) says that Pausanias 
lists 203 of the “most notable” statues. Cf. Habicht 1985, 65 n. 4, 149; Herrmann 1972, 244 n. 438.
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10	 Introduction

material (sometimes for decades)—and changes to the site, both in antiquity and more 
recently, hobble one’s ability to secure a picture of the site at any one moment. These 
impediments would seem to doom any possibility of addressing the issues outlined 
above, but that would be too pessimistic a view. We possess the most information 
about Olympia in the fifth century B.C. and the Roman imperial period, but a great 
deal is known beyond these chronological parameters, and our knowledge is increas-
ing all the time.

There are limitations to the scope of this project. This work does not aim at a 
comprehensive examination of every aspect of the site, nor does it concern itself 
with all sculpture at the site. Rather, my focus here is exclusively on material that 
has been published and that is in situ or can be placed with certainty, while bring-
ing in comparanda as needed. The treatment of material is uneven, in part because 
of the nature of the evidence itself, and in part because of the specific goals of this 
analysis.

This study is organized chronologically in an effort to gain a synchronous and dia-
chronic view of the site. The shape of the Altis and the logistics of Olympia are the 
subject of chapter 1. New finds enable us to reconfigure the boundaries of the Altis, 
which is far larger than ever acknowledged. The chapter also examines the scattered 
evidence for how the sanctuary actually functioned. Water, accommodation, hygiene, 
pasturage for animals (for both transport and competition), and food were all con-
cerns for visitors to the site, especially during the Olympic games, when some 45,000–
50,000 (at least in the fourth century B.C.) were present at Olympia for five days.5

Chapter 2 concerns the archaic period at Olympia. Questions of who was wor-
shipped, where, and how open this chapter, which goes on to look at the growing 
internationalism of the site, as expressed through the construction of treasuries and 
the types of votives. The placement of buildings and choice of sculptural themes ex-
hibit a jockeying for position and prominence, particularly among western Greek cit-
ies, as this Panhellenic site and its number of visitors grew. Politics, religious needs, 
and an ever-increasing number of visitors in response to the growing prominence of 
the Olympic games shaped archaic Olympia.

The fifth century is the focal point of chapter 3, which traces the rapid develop-
ment of the site, now securely under Elean control, and the construction of numerous 
buildings and victory monuments in the Altis. Free-standing sculptural dedications 
still in situ enable us to reconstruct ceremonial areas of the Altis, and the sculptures 
of the Temple of Zeus demonstrate a complex cross-referencing of mythological themes 
and compositional motifs with the activities that actually took place at Olympia. In 
addition, by considering depictions of Zeus at Olympia from the archaic to the clas-

5 Wacker 2012, 269–70; Lee 1992, 106; Herrmann 1972, 124. The games began as a one- or two-day event and ex-
tended to five days by the early fifth century at the latest.
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sical period, one can observe changes in how the god and his sanctuary were regarded 
by contemporary Greeks.

Chapter 4 takes up Olympia in the fourth century B.C. and the Hellenistic period, 
when new building concentrated on the areas immediately around the Altis with the 
exception of two major structures within: the temple that Pausanias dubbed the Me-
troon and the Philippeion, which housed statues of Philip II, Alexander the Great, 
and their immediate family members. The latter was only the most elaborate of a num-
ber of dedications from fourth-century rulers, athletes, and military leaders. The 
Philippeion’s placement was carefully chosen to respond to earlier monuments and 
served as a reference point for later Hellenistic royal monuments. The fourth century 
at Olympia also marks an extraordinary event: warfare within the Altis itself. Romans, 
of course, frequented Olympia during the Republican period and left their mark on 
the site. Although military victory monuments became less common at Olympia after 
the mid-fourth century B.C., Mummius revived this practice in 146 B.C. by, among 
other things, affixing shields to the classical Temple of Zeus. In doing so, Mummius 
aligned himself and his victory with those of the past and reified the Temple of Zeus’ 
function as military victory monument.

Chapter 5 is devoted to the imperial Roman period during which the Olympic 
games continued to thrive in spite of several earthquakes at Olympia that caused 
extensive damage. Although the site continued to function and games were held into 
the late antique period, perhaps the fifth century A.D., Olympia’s role in the Roman 
world had changed, and the monuments—their placement and function—reflect 
that. Non-sacred buildings, especially baths, multiplied at the periphery of the Altis 
and along the banks of the Kladeos River, and honorific statues—for rulers (from 
local magistrates to emperors), priests and priestesses, benefactors, military leaders, 
and other dignitaries—exceeded all other types of monumental sculptural dedica-
tions at the site. The site had become a truly Roman sanctuary, yet the new rulers and 
their new subjects understood the importance of Olympia and its history. The Eleans 
transformed the earlier Metroon into a Sebasteion in honor of Augustus, and the 
Nymphaion of Herodes Atticus and Regilla was constructed in the mid-second 
century A.D., an act of patronage that provided a continual source of water to Olym-
pia. Refurbishment and rebuilding of older monuments, particularly the temples, 
seemed to be ongoing during the Roman period, and rulers, such as Nero, not only 
left statues and structures at the site but also removed objects from Olympia. This 
seems to have been the case with one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, the 
magnificent Pheidian Zeus that once sat in the Temple of Zeus; it was removed to 
Constantinople in the early fifth century A.D., where it was destroyed in a fire in 
476 A.D.

A brief final chapter offers a summary of the transformation of Olympia from the 
time that the games and pagan cult trailed off in the first part of the fifth century until 
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12	 Introduction

the abandonment of the site in the ninth century. Christians increasingly reshaped 
Olympia for their own purposes, and an agricultural community developed here. Slavs 
also came to dwell at late antique Olympia, but eventually earthquakes and flooding 
brought an end to human habitation. Where thousands once cheered athletes on to 
victory, only the sound of birds and cicadas remained.
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6.19.7: 94
6.19.10: 89
6.19.13: 84
6.20.2: 40
6.20.4: 40
6.20.6: 40
6.20.7: 29, 37
6.20.9: 43, 61, 226
6.20.10: 43
6.20.19–6.21.1: 7, 26–27,  

158
6.21.2: 58, 226
6.22.1, 83

6.22.8: 14
6.22.10: 93
6.23.3: 28–29
6.24.10: 25
8.10.5: 194
8.42.8–10: 110, 154
10.13.5: 99

Pherekydes
FGrH 3F 37: 125

Philostratus
Vita Apollonii 4.28: 93

Photios (citing Agaklytos in 
FGrH 411 F1): 69

Pindar
Olympian Odes 1: 25, 119, 

120, 125, 154, 187
47–51: 119
67–96: 29, 101, 126

Olympian Odes 2: 119
3–4: 139
79–83: 119

Olympian Odes 3
11–15: 132
13–34: 34

Olympian Odes 6: 79, 187
4–5: 23
6: 94
8: 140
64–72: 23, 67, 131

Olympian Odes 7: 155
Olympian Odes 8

1–7: 24
Olympian Odes 10

24–25: 131
28: 129, 132
45–47: 34, 52
55–59: 131, 139–40

Olympian Odes 13
77: 138

Plato
Phaedrus 236b: 98

Pliny
Naturalis historia

34.19.55: 202
36.23: 162

Plutarch
Aemilianus Paullus

28.2: 205
Alkibiades

12.1: 58
Aratos

18: 182
24: 182
36–44: 182

Lykourgos
15.1: 61

Moralia
399F: 99

Polybios
27.9: 182
30.10.6: 205
31–33: 194

Strabo
8.3.2: 14
8.3.30: 140

Suetonius
Nero

23–24: 206
Theokritos

17.131–34: 179
Thucydides

1.121: 99
Xenophon

Hellenika
3.2.21–31: 23, 156
4.7.2: 23
7.4.29–30: 34, 117, 158
7.4.31: 53, 116–17
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With the exception of Pheidias, all sculptors’ names are listed under the entry “sculptors.”

Abantis, 111
accommodation, 10, 43, 45, 46, 

52, 56, 58–59, 159, 233, 234
Achaia (region of Greece), 82
Achaia (Roman province; see also 

equestrian monument), 31, 189, 
209, 227

Achaian League, 172, 182, 189–92, 
204, 227, 241–42

as patrons, 190–92
Achaian Monument, 109–10, 113, 

114, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 155, 
171, 206, 243

Achaians, 109, 110, 113, 117, 118, 
119, 243

Achilles (see also Elis), 29, 111, 118, 
119, 145

Aegospotami, battle of, 137
Aemilius Paullus, 205
Agamemnon, 109
Agis IV of Sparta, 194
Agon, personification of, 150
Agora, 47–48, 51, 90, 157, 163
agriculture, 12, 18, 21, 28, 237–38
Agrippina the Younger, 213, 214–17
Aigina, Temple of Aphaia, 137
Aitolian League, 204
Ajax, 110
Alexander I of Macedonia, 137, 171
Alexander II, son of Pyrrhos and 

king of Epirus, 185–86
Alexander III (the Great) of 

Macedonia, 11, 167, 171, 174, 
180–81, 197, 224, 241

decree recalling exiles, 45
Alipheira, 15
Alkibiades, 58

Alpheios, 93
Alpheios River, 14, 24, 34, 45, 

93, 241
personification of, 128

alsos, 34
altar (see also Artemis; ash altar; 

Eileithyia; Heraion), 1, 20, 24, 
43, 44, 59, 78, 102, 132, 234

of Aphrodite Ourania, 41
of Apollo, 202
of Artemis Agoraia, 47
of Demeter Chamyne, 40, 

104, 226
of Gaia, 41
of Kairos, 202
of Pan, 42
of Meter, 164
of Themis, 41
of Zeus Agoraios, 47
of Zeus Areios, 139
of Zeus Herkeios, 71
of Zeus Keraunios, 71

Altis (see also black layer), 2, 104, 
105–7, 120, 139, 147, 151, 157, 161, 
164, 171, 176, 179, 203, 242

boundaries of, 10, 34–44, 52, 
75, 89, 105, 116, 117, 158, 159, 
161–63, 208, 210–11, 241

derivation of word, 34
graves in, 237
Roman changes to, 206
sleeping in, 58
warfare in, 11, 116, 156

alytai, 44, 244
Amazons, 141
amber, 183, 228
Amphiaraos, 101

Amphitrite, 150
Amyntas, 167
animals (see also pasturage), 1, 161

care for, 45, 59
herds of, 122
images of, 21, 27, 87
sacrifice of, 24, 59–61, 71, 116, 

117, 118
Antigonids, 172, 175
Antigonos I (Monophthalmos), 

174–75
Antigonos II (Gonatas), 177
Antigonos III (Doson), 175–76, 182
Antiochos IV, 157
Antonia Kleodike, 219, 227
Antonines, 207–8
Antoninus Pius, 222–23, 228
Apollo (see also Delphi; Herakles; 

Temple of Zeus: pediments, 
west), 83, 101, 141

ancestor of Iamidai, 23
founder of Olympic oracle, 

140
statue of, 83, 122, 123, 134, 

201–2, 242
Apollonia, 36, 111
Apollonian Monument, 36, 37, 

110–13, 116, 118, 119, 120, 137, 
140, 145, 171, 224, 242

Aphrodite (see also altar), 42, 44, 
150, 201

Ourania, sanctuary of, 40
aqueduct (see also water), 4, 46, 220
Aratos of Sikyon, 182
arbitration, 113, 143–45, 149, 189, 

191, 242
Archelaos of Kappadokia, 228

GENER A L INDE X
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Archias of Corinth, 94
Ares (see Oinomaos; Zeus: Areios)
Arethusa, 93, 187, 242
Areus of Sparta, 181–82

monument for, 179, 181
Argos, 103, 172
Aristolaos, 182
Aristonikos, 182
Arkadia, 15, 40, 116, 149, 156, 201
Arkadian League, 156
armor, votive (see also tropaia), 5, 

134, 146, 237
arm guards, 32
breastplates, 32
greaves, 21, 32–33, 83, 146
helmets, 5, 32, 82, 83, 187
shields, 18, 32, 75, 83, 91, 109, 

189
Corinthian, 84
Mummius’ dedication of, 

11, 189, 242, 244
Spartan, 147–48, 189, 244
Spartan dedication of, 122, 

148
votive, 31–33, 75, 76, 83, 94, 

98, 139, 146, 241
Arsinoe II, 177–81
Artemis, 141, 150

Alpheia, 93
Alpheios and, 93
altar of, 49–51, 64, 71, 89–90, 

93, 146, 231–32, 241
Artemision god, 141–42
ash altar (see also black layer;  

oracle; Pausanias), 17–18, 38, 
63, 68, 70–72, 104

access to, 61
Artemis altar and, 89
care for, 24, 44
chronology of, 67
dispersal of, 21–22, 89
Eretrian steer and, 118, 225, 

243
foundation by Herakles, 67, 

132
location, 18, 67, 68–69, 70–71, 

170, 225, 241, 242
proximity to treasuries, 82
sacrifice at, 59, 60, 71, 116

Asklepios, 150
astragalos, 202
Athena

birth of, 140, 141
contest with Poseidon, 141
Gigantomachy, 84, 85–86
Herakles and, 128, 129
Promachos, 141

Athens, 14, 40, 103, 122, 144–45, 
182, 183, 194, 215

Agora, 37, 117
Akropolis, 5, 37, 97
dedication of shields at Del-

phi, 144–45, 189
Parthenon, 137, 141
as patron, 32, 172, 183, 194
theater of Dionysos, 117

athletes (see also athletics; Olympic 
games; Olympic victors), 11, 12, 
13, 29–30, 61, 117, 118–19, 134–35, 
148, 157, 159, 234, 244

dining, 56, 57
facilities for, 157, 159, 163, 

206, 238
heroic models for, 120, 133–34, 

165, 197, 234, 243
lodging for, 58
nudity of, 43
oath of, 14
as patrons, 229
as viewers, 132

athletic guild (see baths: Southwest)
athletics, 1, 101

and warfare, 4, 31–33, 72, 118, 
134, 242, 243

Atreus, curse of house of, 125
Attalids, 172, 183
Attalos I, 45
Augeas (see Herakles: labors of)
Augustus, 11, 183, 206, 208, 212–18, 

227, 228

Bacchiades, 100
Bacchylides, 154
bases (see also reuse), 4, 21, 37, 104, 

149, 153, 203, 244
circular, 109, 197–98
curved, 36, 109, 110, 111, 118, 

167, 171, 224
on ‘Heraion’ steps, 60
number of, 9
reuse of, 60, 208–10
study of, 9, 172

baths, 11, 27, 46–47, 157, 203, 204, 
206, 233

Demeter Chamyne sanctuary, 
27

East, 234
graves in, 237
Greek, 46
Kladeos, 46, 58–59, 234
Kronos, 46, 57, 234
Leonidaion, 47, 234, 238
South, 234
Southwest, 7, 233–34

Bau I, 67
Bau VII, 17, 90
belt, 18, 21
Berenike I, 177
Berenike II, 179
bird, 12, 51, 87
Bitalemi, 28
Bithynia, 172
black layer, 21–22, 67–68, 70,  

164
Boiotia, 144
bones, animal, 49–51, 52, 61, 67
booty (see also armor; tropaia; 

weapons), 22, 31, 111, 144–45, 
146, 205

Carthaginian, 80
Corinthian, 84
dedicated by

Corinth, 102
Mummius, 189, 241–42
Myanians (Lokrians), 83
western Greeks, 94

games founded with, 139–40
Persian, 32, 144–45
Spartan, 147–48
Tyrrhenian, 187

Boreadai, 101
Boule, of Olympia, 145

as patrons, 4, 172, 195, 227–28, 
229–30

Bouleuterion, 48, 64, 105, 116, 192, 
225

Altis boundary and, 43, 89, 
241

Apollonian Monument and, 
113, 145

damage to, 156
as display place, 145
Elean Boule and, 14
identification of, 35
location of Zeus Horkios 

statue, 14
phases of construction, 14, 

89, 104, 210–11
South Hall and, 163

boxing, 30, 134, 242
victors in, 90, 153, 154, 155, 

198–99
bridge (see Kladeos River)
Brinkmann, V., 127, 136
buckle, 21
Building VII (see Bau VII)
bull (see also Delphi; Eretria; 

Herakles: labors of), 60, 98, 
220, 223–24, 225

Byzantion (see also treasuries), 
92, 97, 175
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C. Servilius Vatia, 210
Caligula, 206
camping, 1, 46, 56, 58
Caracalla, 230
Carthage (see also treasuries), 89
cattle, 18, 49, 51
cedar, 83, 98, 100
cemetery, Mycenaean, 42
Centauromachy, 25, 35, 122–24, 

133–35, 242
Centaurs (see Centauromachy)
Chaironeia, battle of, 167
Chandler, Richard, 241
chariot (see also quadriga monu-

ment), 18, 21, 96–97, 154,  
176

race, 18, 94, 119, 206, 227
on Kypselos chest, 101–2
between Pelops and 

Oinomaos, 120, 124–27, 
242

on Temple of Zeus, 25, 35, 
124–27, 132–35, 148

victors in, 80, 95, 119, 177, 
179, 186, 197, 227

charioteer (see also Delphi), 18, 
95, 96, 125, 127, 197

cheating, 125, 133, 164–65
Chremonidean

decree, 181–82
War, 177

Chrestion, priest at Olympia,  
194

Christians (see also Theodosius), 
5, 12, 20, 30, 37, 208, 237

chryselephantine, 59, 72, 132, 
168–70, 180, 218, 241

church, 237
citizenship

decrees displayed at Olympia, 
145

as an honor, 227, 229
Claudia Alkinoa, 219, 229
Claudius, as Jupiter, 213–18
Cn. Octavius, 172
coins, 5, 132, 141, 143

Elean, 70, 138, 149
Hadrianic, 208
of Hieron II, 186, 187
of Philip II, 170
western Greek, 82

column monuments (see also 
Areus; Nike of Paionios; Ptole-
maic Monument), 89–90, 93, 97, 
155, 176–77, 179, 181, 191

Constantinople, 11, 206
consul, Roman, 172, 193, 205

cooking (see also pottery: cooking), 
45, 58, 71

Corcyra, 98, 111
Temple of Artemis, 74

Corfu (see Corcyra)
Corinth (see also booty; trea

suries), 103, 182
capture and destruction of, 

189, 192
Kypselos Chest and, 101–2
mother city of Apollonia, 

111
mother city of Syracuse, 82, 

93, 187
as patrons, 172
Sikyon and, 99

cow, 25, 27, 61
craftsmen, 43, 98
crowns, olive (see Olympic victors)
cult statue (see also Heraion; 

Temple of Zeus; Zeus: Pheidian), 
59, 170, 213, 226, 228

Cumae, battle of, 187
Cyprus, 194–95

Damon of Patras, 192
deer, 18, 49
Deinomenes, 154
Deinomenids, 79
Delos, 176
Delphi, sanctuary of Apollo, 13, 187

Amphictyony, 122
Argive monuments, 171
bull, 98
charioteer, 4
column monuments, 176
compared with Olympia, 

20, 22, 33
Daochos Monument, 174, 197
dedication from Alexander 

I of Macedonia, 137
dedications from Kroisos of 

Lydia, 103
Gelon II and Nereis, monu-

ment of, 185–86
hippodrome, 43
oracle, 33
Polyzalos group, 4, 96
serpent column, 144
Siphnian treasury, 143
temple of Apollo, 84, 144–45, 

189
shields on, 144–45, 189

treasuries, 64
treasury of Kypselos, 99
tripod, 143
wells, 33

Demeter (see also altar; priestess), 
26–28, 61, 219

sanctuary of Demeter 
Chamyne, 26–28, 40, 42, 
43, 225–26, 241
discovery of, 7, 26–27
statues in, 226

Demetrios I (Poliorketes) of 
Macedonia, 175–76

Deutsches Archäologisches Insti-
tut (DAI), 4

Diadochoi, 172, 174, 176
dining (see also Prytaneion), 42, 45, 

46, 52–57, 58, 59–62, 159, 234
pavilion (Roman), 57, 

238–39
Dio Chrysostom, 98, 170, 205, 206
Diogenes, 194
Dionysos (see also Hermes; maenad; 

satyr), 27–28, 83, 89, 150, 165, 
228

Elis and, 28–29, 201, 219
Dionysios of Halikarnassos, 228
Dionysios I of Syracuse, 58
Dioskouroi, 193
discus, 242
Diskobolos, 111
Dodona, 138
dog, 51, 194
Domitian, 234
Dorian, 67, 82, 103, 114, 131
drinking, 48, 49, 52, 53, 83
Drusus maior, 227
Drusus minor, 227

eagle, of Zeus, 49, 138, 140, 147–48
earthquakes, 11, 12, 33, 104, 135, 

136, 156, 157, 212, 230, 234, 241
Echo Hall, 7, 75, 157, 161–63, 196, 

201, 234
Altis boundary and, 43, 161
damage to, 243
monuments in front of, 

172–73, 191, 192
Ptolemaic Monument and, 

181
renovations to, 231

Eckstein, F., 114–15, 150
Egnatius, 192
Eileithyia, 20

sanctuary of, 20, 40–42, 43–44, 
241

Eleia, 15, 192
Eleusis, 27
Elis (see also Chremonidean: decree; 

coins; Pelops; viewers; women), 
13–14, 68, 134, 135, 191, 192, 207
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Elis (continued)
Achaian League and, 172, 

192, 227
Achilles cult and, 29
agora of, 25
Arkadia and, 40, 116, 149, 

156, 201
Artemis cult in, 93
Boule, 14, 43, 145
Dionysos cult in, 28, 201, 219
honors from, 157, 206, 227, 235
laws of, 14
measures from, 48
officials at Olympia, 48, 116, 

170, 206, 225, 229, 230
Olympia, and, 10, 13–17, 29, 

63, 70, 104, 149, 156, 204, 
230, 242

Olympic victors from, 229
as patron, 59, 70, 149, 156, 

201, 206, 228–30
of honorific monuments, 

4, 172, 174, 182, 192, 206, 
210, 219, 223, 227, 228, 
235

of Metroon, 11, 212
of Nymphaion statues, 222
of Temple of Zeus, 121

Peloponnesian League and, 
138

personification of, 175–76
Pisa and, 28–29, 121, 125, 140
priestesses from, 226
Prytaneion of the, 42
Sparta, war with, 156
symmachia of, 14
synoikism, 14, 70, 104, 120, 125
theater, 44

Empedokles, 13
Endymion, 83
Eperastos, 194
Ephesos, Artemision, 103
Epidamnos (see also treasuries), 96

visitors from, 58
epinicians (see victory odes)
equestrian monument (see also 

Areus; quadriga monument), 9, 
97, 154, 174, 177, 179, 182, 208, 
209, 242

for Achaian military leaders, 
209–10, 225, 243

for Alexander the Great, 174
for Antoninus Pius, 228
for Archelaos of Kappadokia, 

228
for Damon of Patras, 191–92

for Egnatius, 192
for Germanicus, 227
for Kallikrates of Leontion, 191
for Mummius, 192
for Philip II, 174
for Q. Marcius Philippus, 191
for Seleukos, 174
for Tiberius, 227
for Tiberius Claudius Nero, 

228
Eretria

bull of, 105, 106, 114, 115–16, 
118, 155, 225, 227, 243

Temple of Apollo, 137
Eriphyle, 101
Erythrai, 172
Etruria, 87
Eumelos of Corinth, 101
Eumolpos (see Gorgias)
Eurydike, 167
Eurystheus of Argos, 128
Evagoras of Messene, 93

family statue groups (see also 
Delphi: Daochos Monument; 
Metroon; Nymphaion), 155, 
161, 174, 204, 236

Julio Claudian, 227
Philippeion, 11, 171, 174, 180, 

224, 241
Ptolemaic Monument, 180
Syracuse, of, 174, 187

Faustina the Younger, 222
festivals (see also Heraia; panegyris; 

Thesmophoria), 28, 44, 45, 52, 61
fibulae, 21, 82, 94
figurines, 18–20, 21, 27, 41, 89, 

96–97, 140, 143, 241
Flavia Domitilla the Younger, 213, 

216–17
flooding, 12, 21, 22, 33, 34, 68, 

230, 241
food, 10, 45, 48, 49–51, 52, 53, 145
footrace, 25, 75, 171, 242
Foundation A, 99, 100
Frangonisi, 30

Gaia (see also altar), 20–21, 44
oracle of, 20, 41

Ganymede, 86–87, 150
gates, 35, 37, 210

southeast (Augustan), 35, 37, 
43, 208–9, 210, 211, 225, 243

Ge (see Gaia)
Gela (see also Gelon I; treasuries), 

28, 95–96, 172

Gelon I of Gela and Syracuse  
(see also victory monuments, 
athletic), 95–96

dedication of Zeus statue 
and cuirasses, 94

victory over Carthage, 80
Gelon II, and Nereis monument, 

185–86
Germanicus, 227
Gigantomachy, 84, 85, 102, 138, 141, 

180, 242
glass, 239
Glaukon of Athens, 182
Glaukos, son of Theotimos, 195
goat, 49, 51
gold and gilt, 83, 98, 102, 104, 122, 

137, 168, 170, 177, 180, 200, 242
Gorgias, 194
Gorgons, 102
graves (see also Altis; baths; 

Oinomaos; Pelopion), 68, 237
griffin, 27, 100
guards (see alytai)
guesthouse (see also accommoda-

tion), 58–59, 234
Gymnasion, 42, 43, 57, 58, 157, 

203, 238
Gymnopaidai, Spartan, 61
gynaikes (see women)

Hades, 27
Hadrian, 207–8, 222–23, 228
Hagesias of Syracuse, 94
hall, west of Kladeos River, 158
hare, 51
Harpies, 101
hecatomb, 24, 59, 71
Hektor, 109
Hellanodikai

as patrons, 172, 195
seating in Stadion, 43, 104, 232

Hellas, personification of, 175–76
Hellenic League, 176
Hennemeyer, A., 132, 135, 137
Hera (see also Heraia; Heraion; 

priestess; Zeus), 25–26, 73
on coins, 70
cult of, 25, 37, 63, 69–70, 71, 

135, 241
Herakles and, 128

Heraia, 24–26, 28, 61, 75, 219, 242
Heraion, 7, 25, 38, 63, 67, 68–75, 

104, 170, 171, 218
altar of, 70–71, 107
cult statues, 72–73, 218
cuttings on columns, 25, 74–75
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identification of its deity, 37, 
68, 69–70, 74

objects in, 37, 91, 98–99, 
102, 167, 200–201, 218–20, 
223, 227, 229, 236, 244

patron of, 69
proximity to treasuries, 82
Ptolemaic Monument and, 

179–80
Roman, 75, 98, 167, 218–20, 

225
sculpture on, 73–74
tethering rings at/near, 59–60

Herakleia, 102
Herakles (see also Temple of 

Zeus: metopes), 43, 101
ancestor of

Macedonians, 171, 181
Ptolemies, 180

Apollo and, 143
apotheosis of, 129
cult of, 234, 241
Curetes and, 28
delimiting the Altis, 52
founder of

ash altar, 67, 132
Olympic games, 29, 131–32, 

139–40
Pelopion, 67, 132, 171

Gigantomachy and, 84
labors of, 128–32, 242

Amazon, 93, 128, 141
Atlas, and apples of 

Hesperides, 128–29
Augean stables, 129, 132
Cretan bull, 128
Diomedes’ horses, 128
Erymanthian boar, 128
Geryon, 128
Hydra, 101, 128
Kerberos, 129
Keryneian hind, 128
Nemean lion, 128, 197
Stymphalian birds, 128

as model for athletes, 197
olive trees and, 34, 132
son of Zeus, 101, 132, 180

herald, 227, 235
Hermes (see also psychostasia)

Dionysos and, 36–37, 200–201, 
218, 219

heroa, 171
Herodes Atticus (see also Nym-

phaion), 225–26
priest of Dionysos, 228

Herodotos, 23, 113

heroes, 13, 91, 119, 120, 151, 155, 
156, 171, 186, 242, 243

Achaian, 109–10, 111, 118, 
120, 243

Trojan, 111, 118, 171
Hesiod, 128, 150
Hestia, 42, 53, 116, 150
hestiatoria, 61
Hieron I of Syracuse, 94, 110, 119, 

154, 172, 179, 186, 187
Hieron II of Syracuse (see also 

coins), 172, 182, 183–87
Himera, 111
Himmelmann, N., 141–43
Hippias of Elis, 29
Hippodameia, daughter of Oino-

maos (see also chariot: race; 
Temple of Zeus: pediments, 
east; women: sixteen Elean), 
37, 242

Heraia and, 25, 28
as peacemaker, 29
and Pelops, 25, 29, 101

Hippodameion, 7, 37
Hippodrome, 37, 38, 42, 43, 89–90, 

157
Hippolyte, 93
Hoepfner, W., 179–80
Hölscher, T., 83, 89, 91–92, 99, 

218, 220
Homer, 128, 150, 128, 150

reference to, 18, 118–19, 120
hoplitodromos, 33, 91–92, 139, 242
horse race, 119, 154
houses, late antique, 239
Hyberboreans, land of, 34, 132
Hygieia, 150

Iamidai, 23, 94, 194, 199–200
Iason, 27, 101
Idomeneus, 109
ikria, 117
Illyria, 17, 111
inscriptions, 4, 6, 9, 21, 44, 63, 

143–45, 156, 244
dedicatory language of, 145–46, 

159–61
Pausanias and, 37
renewal of, 155, 229

Isokrates of Athens, 171
Isthmia, 32
Ithome, 143
ivory, 83, 98, 100, 157, 183

Jason (see Iason)
javelin, 242

jewelry, 21, 82
Julio Claudians, 206, 227

Kairos, 202
Kallias of Athens, 151
Kallikrates of Leontion, leader of 

Achaian League, 191
Kallikrates of Samos (naurach), 

177, 179, 180
Kamarina, 114, 115
Karneades, 194
Kerberos (see also Herakles: 

labors of), 27
kiln, 51
kitchen, 55
Kladeos River, 11, 34, 45–46, 68, 241

bridge over, 14
diversion of, 22, 129, 230, 242
personification of, 128
structures west of, 22, 158

Kleisthenes of Sikyon, father of 
Agariste, 120

Kleitomachos of Thebes, 182
Kleomenes of Sparta, 182
Klytiadai, 23, 194
knives, 52
Kore, 27, 226
Kritolaos of Lycia, 194
Kroisos of Lydia, 22, 103
Kronos, 29
Kronos Hill, 20, 40, 41–44, 63

Altis border and, 161
retaining wall of, 77

krypte (see Stadion)
Kybele, 165
Kypselids, dedications of, 98, 100, 

102, 172
Kypselos, 98–99, 100, 102

chest of, 98–101, 129, 218
dedications at Delphi, 99

Kyrene (see also treasuries), 87, 
182–83

Kyrieleis, H., 21, 74, 89, 136

L. Vettulenus Laetus, 229
L. Vetulenus Florus, 219, 229
Lapiths (see Centauromachy; 

Temple of Zeus: pediments, 
west)

latrines, 58–59
laws, 14, 145, 151
Leonidaion, 42, 46, 56–58, 157, 201

damage to, 234
identification of, 35, 37
late antique use, 238–39
Roman renovation of, 233–34
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Leonides of Naxos, 56
Leontini, 94
Lepreon, 15
Letrinoi, 14, 93
Leuktra, battle of, 156
Leypold, C., 9, 110, 161, 172–73
Libon of Elis, 120
Libya, 58
lightning bolt (see thunderbolt)
lime, 239
Lokri, 83
Lucius Verus, 222–23
Lysander, Spartan general, 137

maenad, 85, 87, 165
mageiros, 44
Magna Graecia (see western 

Greece)
Makistos, 15
Mallwitz, A., 53, 72, 89, 100, 136, 

176, 191
manteis (see seers)
Marathon, battle of, 32
Marcus Agrippa, 230
Marcus Aurelius, 222–23
Marcus Vettulenus Laetus, 229
marriage, 25–26, 28, 67, 101, 134, 

135, 243
Mazi (see Makistos)
measures, 48, 49, 146
Medea, 101
Medes (see Persians)
Medusa, 74, 122
Megara (see also treasuries), 82, 103
Melampos, 194
Memnon, 111, 119, 145
merchants, 1, 49, 51, 58
Messene, as patron (see also Nike 

of Paionios), 93
Meter (see also Metroon), 165, 

211–12
Metroon, 4, 11, 38, 157, 159, 164–65, 

201, 219
Roman phase, 11, 206, 211–18, 

225, 236, 243
Mikythos, dedications of, 149–50, 

206
Miletos, 192
Miltiades, son of Kimon, 83
mollusk, 51
monuments (see also family 

statue groups; victory monu-
ments; viewers), 1, 10, 63

interaction of, 5, 151, 155, 189
rebuilding of, 11
removal of, 11

renovation of, 11, 159, 165, 
206, 212, 230–34

siting (see also paths), 1, 5, 7, 
9, 102, 110, 116–20, 187, 
189, 209, 218, 225, 241, 
242, 244
of ash altar, 70–72
control of, 13
in front of Echo Hall, 

172–73
of Nymphaion, 223–25
of and near Philippeion, 

11, 171, 176
of Ptolemaic Monument, 

177, 179–81
near Temple of Zeus, 

106–7, 151, 154, 172–73, 
187, 227, 242–43

on and near the walls, 161, 
191

Zanes, 165
mosaics, 159, 234
Mt. Arachnaion (Argolid), 72
Mt. Lykaion, 140
Moustaka, A., 37, 69–71, 72, 97
Mummius (see also armor; 

shields), 170–71, 172, 188–93, 
205, 241–42

Myron of Sikyon, 80, 172

Naupaktos (see Nike of Paionios)
Near East, 22, 63
Nemesis/Tyche, 232
Nereis, 185–85
Nero, 11, 150, 206–7, 229

Achaian Monument and, 
109, 206

competitor in Olympic 
Games, 206

‘House of,’ 51, 56, 207, 234
statue of, 227

Nestor, 109–10, 117, 243
Nikanor, 45
Nike, 74

akroteria, 85–86, 87, 148,  
170

Pheidian Zeus, held by, 140, 
141, 148, 168

Nike of Paionios, 147–48, 179, 181, 
189, 241

Nikomedes of Bithynia, 183
Niobids, 141
Numisia Teisis, 219, 229
nymph (see Arethusa; maenad)
Nymphaion, 4, 11, 46, 220–25, 

236, 237, 243, 244

Odysseus, 109, 206
Oinomaos of Pisa (see also chariot: 

race; Temple of Zeus: pediments, 
east), 101, 121

grave of, 22
pillar of, 90
son of Ares, 125
stables of, 22

olive trees, 34, 132
Olympia (see also arbitration; Elis)

administration of, 13–14, 63, 
230

Archaeological Museum of, 
17, 40, 41, 42, 122

as archive, 14
excavation of, 4, 6, 9, 34–35
finances of, 13–14, 59
logistics of, 10, 44–62, 159
military associations of, 21, 25, 

32, 72, 101, 103, 138–40
revenues, 122
Southeast area, 5, 22, 35, 45, 

49, 52, 90
study of, 4–9
as treasury, 14

Olympias, mother of Alexander 
the Great, 167

Olympias, mother of Pyrrhos II 
of Epirus, 185–86

Olympic festival (see panegyris)
Olympic games (see also athletics; 

Herakles; Pelops; women), 1, 11, 
13, 120, 242

delay of, 206
duration of, 10, 24, 45, 46, 104
foundation of, 25, 29, 101, 139
longevity of, 11–12, 30–31, 

206, 208, 236, 237, 239
participants in, 31, 119, 159	
prestige of, 1, 5, 140, 157, 159, 

203–4, 205, 236
reorganization of, 206
rules of, 145
seating for, 83, 104, 116–17
spectators of, 44, 45–46, 62

Olympic victors (see also western 
Greece), 4, 13, 30, 31, 42, 56, 57, 
82, 120, 148, 151, 159, 172, 182

crowns for, 25, 34, 117, 120, 
132, 148, 218, 229, 242

as founders of colonies, 94
lists of, 29, 30, 82, 90, 145
warfare and, 30

oracle, of Zeus, 1, 22–24, 44, 67, 101
and colonization, 23
and warfare, 22, 23, 139, 140
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Orpheus, 150
Osthues, W., 164, 165

paint, on sculpture and architecture, 
73, 77, 127

painting
vase, 101, 137, 140–41, 143
wall, 57, 200

Paionia, 172
Palaistra, 58, 95, 157

late antique, 237–38
Pan (see also altar), 165
Panathenaic

amphorae, 141
way, 117

panegyris, 13, 24, 30, 46, 58, 59, 
71, 83, 139, 194, 237

Panhellenism, 113
pankration, 30, 90, 151, 154, 182, 

195, 197, 199, 236
Pantaleon, ruler of Pisa, 27
parthenoi, 25, 28, 61
pasturage, 10, 58, 59
paths, 58, 90, 244

into the Altis, 51, 105, 106, 
109, 116, 161, 173, 208, 211, 
225, 242

east-west parallel to the Altis, 
105, 106, 111, 113, 173, 175, 
209, 210, 240, 243

north-south west of the Altis, 
56, 161, 173, 191, 210, 243

into the Stadion, 164, 165
Patras, 227
patrons, 1, 5, 151, 161, 203, 243, 244
Pausanias, 6–7, 9, 14, 20, 22, 24–28, 

47, 58, 59, 149, 151, 207
on Achaian Monument, 109, 

119
on Antigonid groups, 175–76
on Apollonian Monument, 111
on Arethusa, 93
on ash altar, 61, 67, 71
on Chest of Kypselos, 98, 

99, 100–102
and early excavations, 

34–36
on Echo Hall, 162
on Elean victory monument, 

148–49
on Heraion, 68, 72, 98, 218
on Hermes and Dionysos, 200
on Hieron II, dedications, 

183–85, 187
on honorific statues, 172, 

194, 228

interpreting his account, 37–44
on Kyniska, 197
on Leonidaion, 56–57
on Metroon, 11, 164, 211–12
on Mikythos dedications, 150
on Mummius’ dedications, 

189
on Pelopion, 60–61
on Philippeion, 11, 167–68
on Plataian Monument, 113
on Prytaneion, 56, 202
on Pulydamas of Skotussa, 195
reliability of, 36–37
on Temple of Zeus, 121, 122, 

124, 126–28, 132, 136, 140
on treasuries, 77–80, 83, 84, 

89, 94
on victors’ statues, 90, 93, 

94–95, 105, 137, 151, 153, 
154–55, 197–200

on women at the games, 61
on Zanes, 165

Pelias, 101
Pelopion, 63, 67–68

ash altar and, 60, 67, 69, 71, 
242

cult activity, 17–18, 21, 43, 
60–61, 68

foundation of, 132
grave of Pelops, 68
identity of, 36, 60
proximity to Philippeion, 

170, 171
sacrificial remains, 49, 61

Peloponnese, 17, 68, 82, 103, 117, 
125, 129, 134, 191

Peloponnesian League (see Elis)
Pelops of Elis (see also chariot: 

race; Pelopion; Temple of 
Zeus: pediments, east), 171, 125

ancestor of Achaians, 109, 
117, 118, 119

bones of, 83, 118
cult of, 24, 43, 60, 63, 68, 

71–72, 102, 118, 241
founder of Olympic games, 

29, 126, 132
Hippodameia and, 25, 29
son of Tantalos, 109, 119
sword of, 83
Trojan War and, 118
warfare and, 118

Penelope, 120
pentathlon, 151
Peirithoos (see Temple of Zeus: 

pediments, west)

Persephone, 150
Persians, 32, 113, 134, 144
Persian Wars (see also booty), 

105, 113, 118, 242
Pheia, 14
Pheidias (see also Zeus: Pheidian)

workshop of, 42, 58, 59, 132, 
234, 237

Pherekydes, 125
Phigalia, 15
Philetairos, 183
Philip II (see also Philippeion), 

170, 171, 174, 180, 201
Philip V, 175–76
Philippeion, 7, 11, 159, 164, 165–72, 

174, 176, 211, 219, 224, 237,  
241

Echo Hall and, 162
Ptolemaic Monument and, 

180–81
Temple of Zeus and, 170, 241

Philistis, wife of Hieron II, 186
Philonides of Crete, 176
philosophers, 161, 172, 194, 205
Phineus, 101
Phormis of Syracuse, 187
Phrixos, 91–92, 165
Phyrnos of Leontini, 89
Physkoa, 28
Piera, 26
pigs, 26, 27, 49, 51
Pindar, 94, 119, 120, 125, 129, 139–40, 

154, 187
Pisa (see also Oinomaos), 27, 28, 

29, 83, 121, 125, 140, 156
Plataia

battle of, 113, 118, 144
Monument of, 113, 116, 144

Polemon of Ilion, 83
Polybios, 172, 182, 194–95
Poseidon 27, 125, 141, 150
pottery, 5, 46, 52, 53

Attic, 51, 52, 56
Augustan, 158
in the black layer, 67
cooking, 45, 52, 56, 58
Corinthian, 51
Elean, 36
Helladic, 17
Hellenistic, 158
Lakonian, 52, 140–41
late antique, 239
local, 51, 52
Neolithic, 17
Submycenaean, 17, 67

Prasidaki, 15
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Praxiteles of Mantinea, monu-
ment, 105, 114–15

priest (see also Herodes Atticus), 
1, 11, 38, 43, 44, 172, 181, 194, 
206, 237

priestess (see also Regilla), 11, 40, 
219

of Demeter Chamyne, 43, 
223, 226

of Hera, 219
Proxenidas (see Chrestion)
proxenos, 24, 44, 94, 145

Lakedaimonian, 75
Prytaneion, 14, 42, 53, 56, 120, 202
psychostasia, 145
Ptolemaic Monument, 7, 173, 

177–81, 195, 244
Temple of Zeus and, 179–80

Ptolemies, 162, 172, 177–83, 187
Ptolemy, son of Alexander II of 

Epirus, 185–86
Ptolemy I, 175–76, 177
Ptolemy II, 177–82
Ptolemy III, 182
Ptolemy V, 182
Punic War, first, 185
Pyrrhos, king of Epiros, 185–86, 194
Pyrrhos II, son of Alexander and 

grandson of Pyrrhos, 185–86

Q. Marcius Philippus, 191
quadriga monument, 110, 116–17, 

173
of Deinomenes, 154
of Gelon I, 94–97, 154, 187
of Hieron I, 186
of Kleosthenes of Epidam-

nos, 96
of Kyniska, 197–98
reuse for southeast gate, 

208–9, 243

ram (see also Phrixos), 43, 60–61
Regilla, 11, 222, 223–26, 236

priestess of Demeter 
Chamyne, 61, 222, 225–26

repairs (see also Temple of Zeus; 
Zeus: Pheidian), 43, 59, 156, 
205, 230

reuse (see also quadriga monu-
ment; Temple of Zeus), 9, 37, 
236, 237, 243

of architectural members 
from, 239
Bouleuterion, 156
Philippeion, 237

Southeast Building, 56
treasuries, 78, 327

of buildings, 164, 243
of objects and bases, 22, 60, 

93, 98, 143, 145, 146, 151–
53, 173, 207, 209–10, 213, 
230, 235, 237
Mikythos Monument, 150
Nymphaion, 237

Rhea, 164
Rome, 109, 150, 153, 171, 189, 205

Samos, 103, 137
sanctuaries, 17, 58, 159, 205

Eleian, 15–17
Panhellenic, 22, 31, 44, 62, 

101, 103
satyr

akroteria of, 85, 87
votives of, 27

sculptors (see also Pheidias), 35, 83, 
244

Ageladas of Argos, 96, 143
Alkamenes, 136
Anaxagoras of Aigina, 113
Andreas and Aristomachos 

of Argos, 191
Apelleas, 197–98
Argeiadas, 114
Aristokles of Kydonia, 93
Asopodoros, 114
Athanadoros, 114
Atotos, 114
Damophon of Messene, 157
Dionysios of Argos, 150
Eucheir of Athens, 194
Glaukias of Aigina, 94–95
Glaukos of Argos, 150
Hieron of Macedonia, 210
Kalamis, 154
Kallikles of Megara, 154
Kleon of Sikyon, 198–99
Leochares of Athens, 167
Lykios, son of Myron, 111–12
Lysippos of Sikyon, 195–97
Mikon of Athens, 151
Mikon of Syracuse, 184, 185, 

187
Myron of Eleutherai, 111
Onatas of Aigina, 109–10, 

151, 154, 186
Paionios of Mende, 136, 

147–48
Pelanidas of Aigina, 92–93, 97
Philesios of Eretria, 116
Polykleitos of Argos, 151–53

Polykleitos the Younger of 
Argos, 198

Praxiteles of Athens, 200–201, 
218

Pythagoras of Samos, 153
Silanion of Athens, 199–200

Sebasteion, 11, 211
seers, 22–24, 43, 44, 59, 94, 101, 

199, 202
statues of, 127–28, 161, 172, 

194
Seleukids, 172
Seleukos, son of Bithyos, 194–95
Seleukos I, 174
Selinus (see also treasuries), 82
sheep, 49, 51
shields (see also armor), hoplito-

dromos, 33, 139
shops, 56
Sicily, 17, 28, 103
Siewert, P., 144, 146–47
Sikyon (see also treasuries), 103
Silen, 87
silver, 83, 98
Simonides, 118
Sinn, U., 25, 70, 73, 223
Skillous, 69, 70
Slavs, 12, 239
Sosipolis, 40
South Hall, 51, 157, 163, 201

damage to, 234
late antique wall and, 78, 

234, 239
renovations to, 231

Southeast Building, 7, 35, 53–56, 
116, 157, 163, 207

Sparta (see also armor; shields), 
172, 182, 244

battle against Elis, 156
battle against Mantineans, 194
dedication of exiles from, 191

sphinx, 27, 73–74, 102
sphyrelata, 22, 98
spits, 52, 53, 146
spoils of war (see booty; tropaia)
‘Spolienhaus,’ 237
spondophoroi, 44
Stadion, 52, 109, 202

activities in, 25, 75
altar in, 40, 226
Altis boundary and, 42, 43, 

63, 75, 82
chronology and phases, 75, 

104, 116, 232
display place, 32, 75–76, 244
krypte (tunnel), 159
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late antique, 238, 239
postholes, 75
pottery from, 17
seating, 75, 104, 116–17
seating capacity, 44
weapons and armor in, 32, 75
Zanes and, 164

Sterope, wife of Oinomaos, 126
stibádes, 28
Suetonius, 206–7
Sulla, 205
Sybaris (see also treasuries), 82, 94
symposion (see drinking)
synoikismos (see Elis)
Syracuse (see also treasuries; 

western Greece), 82, 93, 96, 
114, 183–87, 242

altar of Zeus, 186
foundation of, 94
as patron, 172
Temple to Zeus, 186
theater, 186

T. Claudius Apollonius, 227
Taita, J., 59, 122
Tanagra, battle of, 122, 189
Tantalos, 109, 119
Taormina, 172
Tauromenion, 184–85
Telemachos, son of Leon of Elis, 

195
Tellidai, 24
temenos (see Altis)
Temple of Zeus (see also Zeus: 

Pheidian), 4, 5, 7, 10–11, 35, 60, 
120–37, 201, 241

akroteria, 148, 170
Bauschutt, 115, 149–50
cult statue, 72, 104, 132, 135, 

138, 139, 140, 148
curtain, 157
damage to, 135–36, 156, 230, 

234
date of, 120–22
funding of, 121–22, 140
Heraion and, 70, 72
late antique wall and, 78, 234, 

239
metopes, 128–32, 133–35, 

136, 165, 181, 189, 197,  
242

mosaic, 159
objects in, 132, 139, 150, 183, 

198, 228
patron of, 121–22
pediments, 133

east, 22–23, 25, 35, 120, 
124–28, 132–37, 148, 
155, 230, 242

west, 25, 35, 122–24, 134–37, 
242

predecessor, 106
renovation of, 132, 135–37
repairs to, 135, 136, 230,  

234
reuse of architecture, 53, 

156, 135, 230
roof of, 81, 132, 234
sculptures, 122–37
shields in, 33, 139
shields on, 11, 122, 148, 189, 

242, 244
statues on stylobate,  

240–41
use of area before, 93, 97, 

103, 106, 104–9, 117
as victory monument, 11, 

121–22, 140, 141, 189, 205
tents (see also camping), 58
Teos, 192
terracotta sculpture, 5, 41, 64, 77, 

84–87, 102, 165
from Artemis altar, 89
from black layer, 17–18
from Demeter Chamyne 

sanctuary, 27
warrior, 97, 103, 107

theater, 117, 220
theatron, 116–17, 120, 148
Thebans, 144–45
Themis (see also altar), 20, 44
Theodosius, 5, 206, 237
theokoloi, 44
Theokritos, 180
Theotimos, 195
Theron of Akragas, 119
thesauroi (see treasuries)
Theseus, 122–23, 141
Thesmophoria, 26–28
Thespiai, 144, 171
Thessalian League, 197
Thessaly, 122, 144
Thetis, 111, 119, 145
Thrasybolos, the seer, 194
Thronion, 111
thunderbolt, of Zeus 49, 84, 113, 

126, 138, 140, 213
Tiberius, 206, 227
Tiberius Claudius Nero, 228
Tiberius Claudius Pelops, 227
Tiberius Claudius Rufus of 

Smyrna, 229

Titus, 213–17
trainers, 14, 56
Trajan, 228
treasuries (see also Pausanias; 

reuse), 7, 10, 40, 63–64, 76–89, 
102, 104, 242

of Byzantion, 78–79, 92
of Carthage, 78–79, 94
chronology of, 80–81
of Corinth, 98, 99
of Epidamnos, 58, 78–79
function of, 82–83
of Gela, 78–79, 83
identification of, 78–80
of Kyrene, 58, 78–79, 87
of Megara, 77, 78–79, 80, 

84, 138
of Metaponto, 78–79, 80,  

94
objects in, 75, 76, 80, 83, 94, 

244
placement, 80, 82–83
roofs of, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 

81, 84, 99
sculpture on, 77, 78, 84–89, 

97, 102, 244
of Selinus, 78–79, 81,  

87–89
of Sikyon, 78–79, 80, 81, 83, 

87, 99, 100, 237
of Sybaris, 78–79
of Syracuse, 79–80, 94, 187

Treasury Terrace, 40, 63, 77, 78, 
82–83, 116–17, 159, 220

retaining wall of, 77
treaties, 14, 145
Treu, G., 165, 196, 201–2
tripods, 18, 21, 98
Trojan War (see also heroes), 110, 

118, 119, 242
as metaphor, 118–19

tropaia, 31–32, 60, 75–76, 103, 
104, 137, 139, 146, 147, 241,  
244

tyrants, 63, 67, 103, 154, 172, 174, 
242

Valerios Eklektos of Sinope, 235
vase (see painting; pottery)
Vespasian, 213–17
Vetulena Claudia, and Asklepia-

des, 230
Vettulena Kassia Chrysareta,  

299
Vettulenus, family of Elis, 219, 

229–30
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victory monuments, athletic, 4, 9, 
90, 93, 97, 103, 105, 120, 149, 
151, 156, 195–200, 207, 236, 
242, 243

in honor of
Aristion of Epidauros, 198
Astylos of Kroton, 153
Athenaios of Ephesos, 

198–99
Daippos of Kroton, 94
Damagetos, 154
Diagoras of Rhodes, 

154–55
Doreius, 154–55
Elis Cassia, 229
Eukles, 154
Eutelidas of Sparta, 90
Euthymos of Lokri, 153
Gelon I of Syracuse, 94–

96, 154, 187
Germanicus, 227
Glaukon of Athens, 182
Kallias of Athens, 151
Kleosthenes of Epidam-

nos, 96
Kritodamos from Kleitor, 

198–99
Kyniska of Sparta, 179, 

197–98
Milon of Kroton, 93
Pantares of Gela, 90
Philonides of Crete, 176
Praxidamas of Aigina, 90
Pulydamas of Skotussa, 

195–97
Pythokles of Elis, 151–53
Rhexibios of Opuntion, 90
Satyros of Elis, 199–200
Telemachos, 195, 196
Xenokles of Mantinea, 198

retrospective, 195–97
size regulations, 151, 244

victory monuments, military (see 
also Apollonian Monument; 
booty; Mummius; Philippeion; 
Plataia: Monument of; Temple 
of Zeus; tropaia; Zeus: images 
of, Zeus Keraunios), 4, 21, 33, 
90, 94, 104, 105, 107, 114, 137, 
139, 147–49, 241

chronology of, 11, 92, 159, 
171, 188–89, 204, 205, 241

treasuries as, 77
victory odes (see also Bacchylides; 

Pindar), 94, 119, 120, 154, 187

viewers of monuments (see also 
Olympic games: spectators of; 
women), 5, 45, 95, 101, 107,  
147, 148, 155, 173, 187, 203, 
243, 244

Achaian Monument and, 
110, 117, 155

Metroon and, 216
Nike of Paionios and, 117
Philippeion Monument 

and, 171
Ptolemaic Monument and, 

179–80
Temple of Zeus and, 124, 

128, 132, 134, 155
visitors (see also accommodation; 

food; water), 1, 13, 14, 24, 29, 
45–46, 55, 151, 156, 163, 208, 
211, 225, 233

number of, 10, 63, 102, 159
Roman, 205
rules for, 58, 145

walls, 93, 189
Hellenistic, 42, 159, 161, 210
late antique, 78, 164, 210, 

220, 234, 239
Roman, 42, 210–11

warfare (see also Altis; athletics: 
and warfare; Olympia: military 
associations of; oracle; tropaia; 
Zeus: warfare and), 67

Homeric ideals of, 18
warriors (see also Achaian Monu-

ment; Apollonian Monument)
architectural sculpture of, 87
images of, 21, 18–21, 91–92, 

97, 103, 110, 117, 118, 138, 
145, 241

water (see also baths; Nymphaion; 
wells), 10–11, 34, 45–47, 59, 207

lines, 4, 46, 89, 105, 220
weapons, votive (see also tro-

paia), 5, 21, 31–32, 76, 83, 94, 
98, 138, 146, 147, 241

arrowheads, 32
baldric, 18
daggers, 32
lance blades, 32
spear points, 32, 80
swords, 32

weights (bronze), 48–49, 52, 53, 
145–47, 202

wells, 29, 33, 45–46, 52
increase in, 22, 45–46, 63

western Greece (see also coins), 
10, 14, 17, 67, 93–97, 103, 105, 
114, 153, 157, 183, 187, 242

cult of Zeus Olympios and, 82
Dionysiac subjects and, 87–88, 

102
Olympic victors, 82, 94–97, 

153
treasuries and, 82, 85

wine, 49
women (see also Heraion: 

Roman; Temple of Zeus: pedi-
ments, west), 45, 61–62, 219, 243

access to ash altar, 61
sixteen Elean, 24–29, 61, 219
spectators at the Olympic 

games, 43, 61
as worshippers, 43

wooden, sculpture, 83, 90, 100, 103
woodman, 43, 44
workers, 59, 237, 244
workshop (see also Pheidias), 55, 

56, 59, 238–39
wrestling, 30, 117, 199, 242

Xenophon, 116–17, 145
xyleus (see woodman)

Zanes, 164–65, 199
Zeno, 228
Zeus (see also altar; ash altar; Gi-

gantomachy; Olympic games; 
panegyris; Temple of Zeus; 
Zanes)

Alexander the Great and, 181
Areios, 18, 139
as bestower of victory, 110, 

127, 140, 148, 243
cult of, 18–21, 60, 63, 69, 70, 

241
Eleutherios, 186
Ganymede and, 86–87
Hera and, 71, 135, 141, 179–80, 

218
Heraion and, 37, 69–72, 74, 

121, 218
images of, 4, 18, 126–27, 156, 

170–71, 202, 241
on Apollonian Monument, 

111, 119, 145
changes in appearance, 

10–11, 105, 137–50, 242
on coins, 170
helmeted, 72–73
Kypselid dedication, 102
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Mummius dedications, 
189–90, 191, 242

Nymphaion, 222, 223
on Temple of Zeus, east 

pediment, 35, 120, 126–27, 
134, 136, 148, 155, 230, 
242

in treasuries, 83, 94
unbearded, 150

Zeus Horkios, 14, 104
Zeus Keraunios, 92–93, 

113, 137, 138–39, 140, 
143, 148–49, 243

Kronos and, 29
as mediator, 29, 143, 137–49, 

242, 243
Olympios, 4, 29, 82, 170, 

182, 186, 187, 192

Pheidian, 11, 72, 135, 138, 
139, 140–41, 148, 168, 170, 
180, 205, 206, 218, 228, 
241
on coins, 132, 208
repairs to, 157

Philippios, 171
warfare and, 32, 33, 76, 134, 

137–49, 241, 242
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