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Prologue

“EITHER I TAKE THIS CITY, or the city will take me, dead or alive,” an-
nounced the Ottoman sultan Mehmed II to the Byzantine emperor Con-
stantine XI before the final assault of Constantinople (modern Istanbul).
On 29 May 1453, the capital of the thousand-year-old Eastern Roman or
Byzantine Empire fell to Mehmed, who is remembered as Fatih or the
Congqueror. Three generations later, on 29 August 1526, at the battle of
Mobhdcs in southwestern Hungary, Mehmed’s great-grandson, Siileyman
I, annihilated the army of the Kingdom of Hungary, which had halted
Ottoman advance in Europe for more than 150 years. Three years later,
in 1529, Siileyman stood at the gate of Vienna. The siege failed, but the
Ottomans would rule over central Hungary for 150 years from Buda
(modern Budapest), just 250 kilometers (150 miles) from Vienna.

Since Voltaire and Edward Gibbon, many historians considered the
Byzantine Empire’s fall to the Ottoman Turks in 1453 as a watershed in
European and world history that signaled the beginning of the modern
era. Some saw the ensuing exodus of Greek scholars to Italy and the
Ottomans’ control of the trade routes between Asia and Europe as stim-
uli for the European Renaissance and geographical explorations. While
the extent to which the Ottomans influenced the European Renaissance
and the geographical explorations remains disputed, the conquest’s ef-
fects on European geopolitics are clear and manifest. Possession of Con-
stantinople enabled the Ottomans to cement their rule in southeastern
Europe, Asia Minor, the Mediterranean, and the Black Sea littoral and
build the most potent contiguous empire since ancient Rome.
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2 PROLOGUE

The consequences of the battle of Mohdcs were equally profound.
After the death of the young King Louis II of Hungary in the battle,
Archduke Ferdinand of Habsburg acquired the long-coveted thrones of
Hungary and Bohemia. Together with Austria, the two kingdoms be-
came part of the Habsburg dynasty’s Danubian monarchy in central
Europe. With the Holy Crown of St. Stephen of Hungary, the Habsburgs
inherited from the medieval Kingdom of Hungary the burden of de-
fending Christian Europe against the Muslim Ottomans. Hungary be-
came the principal continental battleground between the Ottomans and
the Habsburgs. The other frontier was the Mediterranean, where the
Ottomans fought Ferdinand’s brother, Charles of Spain, the emperor of
the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation. This was a dramatic
turn of events, as Charles’s grandparents—Isabella the Catholic, queen
of Castile, and Ferdinand the Catholic, king of Aragon—had conquered
the last Muslim state of the Iberian peninsula, the Kingdom of Granada,
completing the Reconquista by 1492. The Last Muslim Conquest narrates
the emergence of the Ottoman Empire and the epic rivalry between the
Muslim Ottomans and the Catholic Habsburgs.

The Ottoman Turks emerged in the late thirteenth century in north-
western Asia Minor, which the Turks, Persians, and Arabs called Rum
(Rome), the land of the Eastern Roman Empire. Named after its epony-
mous founder, Osman I (d. 1324 ), the small Ottoman principality was
but one among the many chiefdoms that the Turkic and Muslim semi-
nomads of Central Asian origin established in Asia Minor. The Otto-
man polity was ruled throughout its existence by the House of Osman,
the descendants of Osman. While Europeans saw them as a Turkish
empire, the followers of Osman called themselves Osmanli in Turkish—
which in English came to be rendered as Ottoman. The Ottomans called
their polity the Realms of the House of Osman (memalik-i Osmaniye),
emphasizing the importance of the dynasty of Osman (dl-i Osman).
Likewise, Ottoman chroniclers titled their histories “Annals of the House
of Osman” (Tevarih-i Al-i Osman), whereas compilations of laws enacted
in the name of the ruler were titled the “Laws/Law Code of the House
of Osman” (Kavanin/Kanunname-i Al-i Osman). The dynastic empire
that Osman’s successors built was multiethnic and multiconfessional. It
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PROLOGUE 3

was the longest-lived such empire of its kind in Eurasia, which collapsed
during World War I, along with its longtime rivals, the similarly multi-
ethnic empires of the Houses of the Habsburgs and Romanovs, the
Austro-Hungarian and Russian Empires, respectively.

The Ottoman dynasty and the ruling elite remained distinctly Mus-
lim. However, for centuries the rulers married across ethnic lines, and
the ruling elite and bureaucracy incorporated recent converts to Islam
both at the center of power and in the provinces. The empire’s subjects
spoke dozens of languages. They worshiped according to the teachings
of Sunni and Shiite Islam, various Christian churches, and Judaism, to
name but the most important religious communities. To rule over such
a diverse population required flexibility, negotiation, and adaptability
to local customs in governance. As this book demonstrates, Ottoman
strategies of conquest and incorporation went beyond sheer military
might, which has often been singled out in the general literature when
explaining the “rise” of the Ottomans. Eclectic pragmatism that incor-
porated Turco-Mongolian, Byzantine-Slav, Persian, and Arab traditions
and institutions of governance characterized Ottoman rule from the
time of their earliest conquests in the fourteenth century. Strategic
adaptability and negotiation remained the hallmark of Ottoman gover-
nance throughout the period covered in this book.

After the conquest of Constantinople, Mehmed II subdued the
Turco-Muslim emirates in Asia Minor and the Christian Slavic states of
Bulgaria, Serbia, and Bosnia. Mehmed’s successors extended Ottoman
rule to Hungary in the north and to Yemen in the south, to Algeria in
the west and to Iraq in the east. In its heyday in the sixteenth century,
the Ottoman Empire was among the militarily most formidable and
bureaucratically best-administered empires that impacted the lives of
millions across three continents. The Ottomans were a crucial player in
European power politics too. They were a constant military threat to
their Venetian, Hungarian, Polish-Lithuanian, Spanish, and Austrian
Habsburg neighbors, besieging, albeit unsuccessfully, the latter’s capital
city Vienna twice, in 1529 and 1683.

At the end of the seventeenth century, an international coalition of the
papacy, the Habsburg monarchy, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth,
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6 PROLOGUE

Venice, and Muscovy conquered most of the Ottoman domains north
of the Danube River. In the eighteenth century, the Ottomans’ military
might continued to decline vis-a-vis the Habsburg monarchy and Ro-
manov Russia. The fate of the Ottoman Empire—its possible partition
by the European “Great Powers” or among the emerging nation-
states—became one of the crucial issues in European politics, known
inits day as the “Eastern Question.” Yet, the Ottomans continued to rule
over much of the Balkan Peninsula and the Middle East until 1878 and
World War I, respectively. It is a formidable accomplishment, even con-
sidering that Ottoman control over provinces far from the capital was
often nominal in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

The Last Muslim Conquest contributes to four overarching histories.
First, chapters in part 1, “Emergence,” examine how the small principal-
ity of Osman had, by the early sixteenth century, evolved into the most
powerful empire in the region by conquering and incorporating the
neighboring polities. These chapters illustrate how the Ottoman con-
quest shaped European history, especially that of southeastern and cen-
tral Europe, the main theaters of Ottoman expansion. Second, chapters
in part 2, “Clash of Empires,” examine the entanglement of Ottoman
and European politics in the context of Ottoman-Habsburg competi-
tion, one of the defining imperial rivalries of the age. These chapters
demonstrate the impact of this rivalry on both European and Ottoman
policy-making and diplomacy. Third, chapters in part 3, “Sinews of Em-
pire,” examine the shifting military and soft power of the Ottomans and
their regional rivals. Finally, two chapters in part 4, “Frontiers and Wars
of Exhaustion,” and segments of other chapters examine the history of
the empire’s Danubian frontier provinces. It was here that the Ottoman
Empire and the Habsburg monarchy deployed their military might, re-
sulting in the heaviest concentration of forts and garrison soldiers on
both sides of the Muslim-Christian divide. This contested borderland
is examined from several angles, including Habsburg and Ottoman mili-
tary commitments, administrative strategies, and the use of diplomacy
and intelligence gathering.

When I first envisioned this project some ten years ago, chapters in
part 1 were meant to be a much shorter introduction to a book whose
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PROLOGUE 7

primary focus was to be on Ottoman and Habsburg power and their
contested borderlands. However, I soon realized that to understand
how the Ottoman-Habsburg imperial rivalry unfolded, one should first
examine how the Ottoman conquest in southeastern and central Eu-
rope shaped the Ottoman Empire and affected the emergence of the
Habsburgs’ Danubian monarchy. My goal was to explore the Ottoman
conquest as an integral part of European history by putting the respec-
tive source material and specialized historiographies into dialogue.
These chapters serve as a synthetic narrative of the emergence of the
Ottoman Empire in its European context.

In our global twenty-first century, we often emphasize multicultural-
ism, varied ethnic and religious contexts, cultural exchange, and con-
nected histories. Such an approach is a welcome corrective to earlier
studies that privileged religious antagonisms. Yet, the emergence of the
Ottomans shows the continued significance of religion. Although the
Ottomans emerged in a multireligious milieu, Islam and holy war—
termed ghaza by the Ottomans—played a useful role in rallying support
for the Ottoman enterprise. Ghaza became an increasingly important
part of Ottoman loyalty creation and dynastic legitimation. This was
especially true from the mid-fourteenth century onward when the Ot-
tomans fought against Bulgarians, Serbs, Hungarians, and Crusaders
from central and western Europe. The use of religion for legitimation
was not unique to the Ottomans. The Ottomans’ Muslim neighbors also
employed similar strategies of religious legitimation. Examples include
the Sunni Akkoyunlu Turkmen Confederation of Uzun Hasan, the
Mamluks of Syria and Egypt, the Shaybanid Uzbeks of Central Asia,
and the Shiite Safavids of Persia. However, since the Ottomans fought
against their Christian neighbors in Europe for centuries, they could
claim to be the true ghazis, fighters in the way of God (mujahid), and
defenders of Islam.

Along with the ideology of holy war, historical contingency and ac-
cidents, and longer-term Ottoman strategies of conquest and incorpora-
tion (dynastic marriages, forced resettlement, and the co-optation of
the defeated elites into the Ottoman military and bureaucracy) were
significant factors that contributed to the emergence of the House of
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8 PROLOGUE

Osman. Of the historical contingencies, I use the Byzantine civil wars
in the middle of the fourteenth century to illustrate how the policies of
Emperors Andronikos III and John VI Kantakouzenos of soliciting mili-
tary help from the neighboring Turkish emirs of Saruhan, Aydin, and
Ottoman created opportunities for the latter to extend their influence
into Byzantine domains. The alliance between Kantakouzenos and
Orhan, the son of Osman and the second Ottoman ruler—who married
Kantakouzenos’s daughter, Theodora—is especially illuminating. It
demonstrates that the Ottomans (unlike their Turkish neighbors, who
were contented with war spoils) used these temporary alliances to oc-
cupy strategic sites and gain territory. These alliances created a pattern.
The Ottomans later masterfully exploited the civil wars of their neigh-
bors, as the conquests of Serbia and the Morea (the Peloponnese)
demonstrate.

Despite temporary alliances with their Muslim and Turkish neigh-
bors, the Byzantine emperors were busy organizing crusades against the
Ottomans and routinely exploited domestic disturbances and civil wars
in the Ottoman domains. They sought military help from the papacy
and the Catholic monarchs of Europe. Their clergy and political elite
were willing to accept the union of the Orthodox and Latin churches in
return for Western military aid against the “Turks,” presented in Byzan-
tine chronicles as the “natural enemies” of Byzantium and Christen-
dom. As the Ottomans reached the borders of the medieval Kingdom
of Hungary, Hungarian monarchs styled themselves as “Champion of
Christ” (athleta Christi)—such as King Louis I of Hungary and Poland,
the first king who had to deal with Ottoman incursions into his do-
mains. His successors assumed the titles of “shield and rampart” (scu-
tum atque murus) of Christendom. Sigismund of Luxemburg led the
Crusade of Nikopol in 1396 and established the first effective defense
system against the Ottomans along Hungary’s southern Danubian bor-
ders (as discussed in chapters 1 and 2). Threatened by Ottoman con-
quests, statesmen and intellectuals in Hungary, Croatia, and Poland
formulated their self-image as “bulwark of Christendom” (antemurale,
propugnaculum Christianitatis) against the new religious “other,” the “in-

fidel Turk” (infideles turcos). The images of self and the Turkish other
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PROLOGUE 9

were then disseminated through political propaganda, influencing
thinking about Turks and Muslims to this day.

The details in the book may try the patience of the reader. But the
details are necessary if one wants to go beyond superficial generaliza-
tions. Detailed narratives give agency to lesser-known actors. Tradi-
tional histories of the Ottoman Empire—following Ottoman court
chroniclers—have privileged the rulers of the dynasty as the most
important actors in the Ottoman story. The first ten sultans undoubt-
edly brought stability and shaped Ottoman policy in the long term: six
sultans ruled for between twenty-five and thirty-seven years, and Siiley-
man ruled for forty-six years. However, other actors played important
roles too. Marcher lords and their raiders, viziers, advisers, provincial
governors, soldiers, surveyors of revenues, tax collectors, interpreters,
and spies shaped Ottoman policies, as did their counterparts in the Byz-
antine Empire, and the polities in southeastern and central Europe.

I discuss selected Ottoman sieges and battles to demonstrate how the
Ottomans overcame their rivals by using military might and diplomatic
skills. Historians, with the benefit of hindsight, habitually single out
battles and sieges that they deem decisive in shaping history. Few battles
in the early modern era shaped geopolitics so profoundly as did the
Ottoman conquest of Constantinople (1453) and the Ottoman battle-
field victories at Chaldiran (1514), Marj Dabiq (1516), Raydaniyya
(1517), and Moh4cs (1526). The conquest of Constantinople marked the
end of the Byzantine Empire. It reconfigured the power balance in the
Mediterranean and the Black Sea littoral. It also empowered Sultan
Mehmed II to transform the nascent Ottoman frontier polity into a
more centralized patrimonial empire. The battle of Chaldiran secured
Ottoman rule over most of eastern and southeastern Asia Minor and
Azerbaijan, the traditional base of Turkmen confederations and the
homeland of pro—Safavid Qizilbash tribes who had long challenged
Sunni Ottoman rule. Chaldiran also pushed the Safavid state, originally
a Turkmen confederation, to assume a more pronounced Persian and
Shiite character and to position itself as the main counterweight to its
two Sunni Muslim neighbors: the Ottomans to the west and the
Timurids (Mughals) of India to the east. During two centuries of
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10 PROLOGUE

Ottoman-Safavid rivalry, Shiism solidified in Persia and the adjacent
territories in Iraq, as did the split between Sunni and Shiite Islam (with
consequences to this day). Marj Dabiq and Raydaniyya marked the end
of the Mamluk sultanate, which had ruled Greater Syria and Egypt for
more than 250 years between 1250 and 1517. These victories heralded the
introduction of Ottoman rule in the Arab heartlands of Islam, with sig-
nificant consequences for the development of both the region and the
Ottoman Empire. The conquest of Egypt also acquainted the Ottomans
with the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean. It offered the Ottoman padi-
shah an opportunity to dislodge the Portuguese from the Indian Ocean
and control the spice trade, a chance that the Sublime Porte, as the Ot-
toman government was known in Europe, missed. However, the Porte
achieved its more limited goals. It secured the Holy Cities of Mecca and
Medina and restored the spice trade routes in the Red Sea and the Medi-
terranean. Some Ottoman governors in Egypt and naval commanders
in Suez may have entertained a more ambitious strategy. Nonetheless,
Ottoman policy in the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, and the Indian Ocean
remained limited in scope and objectives owing to Ottoman strategic
priorities that focused on the Mediterranean and central Europe and
the modest size and restricted radius of action of the Ottoman oar-
powered galley fleets.

Ottoman conquests energized the papacy and the European monarchs
to devise new crusading plans to halt further Ottoman advances in the
Mediterranean and central Europe. Yet, the Habsburg-Valois rivalry,
which unfolded after the election of Charles of Spain as Holy Roman
emperor in 1519, and the religious division in Christendom (following
Martin Luther’s movement) divided Europe and diverted attention from
the “Turkish menace.” As examined in chapters 5 and 6, European political
and religious discord coincided with the shift in Ottoman strategy under
Stleyman. After his father’s decade-long war against the Safavids and
Mamluks, Siileyman targeted central and Mediterranean Europe. The
ensuing Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry and wars profoundly influenced the
fates of both the Ottoman Empire and Habsburg central Europe.

The focus on imperial rivalry and wars underlines the important role
that war played in shaping Ottoman history, Ottoman-European rela-
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tions, and the evolution of governmental, military, and financial insti-
tutions in the Ottoman Empire and in the countries neighboring the
Ottoman domains—issues discussed in part 3, “Sinews of Empire.”
Wars influenced domestic policies too, as they forced the competing
imperial governments in Constantinople and Vienna to negotiate with
their respective elites. The interdependence of Ottoman and Habsburg
imperial governments and their elites shaped imperial policies, military
capabilities, and strategies not only vis-a-vis their imperial opponents
but also concerning domestic opposition.

Recent trends in the scholarly literature privilege European-Ottoman
encounters, alliances, and cultural exchange.! While these works are
useful, as they balance the one-sided “clash of civilizations” approach,
one should be careful not to overstate their importance. The fact that
European contemporaries felt the need to justify their alliances with the
“infidel Turk” suggests that alliances across the Muslim-Christian
religious-cultural divide were considered the exception instead of the
norm. When King Francis I of France, King John Szapolyai of Hungary,
and the Protestant princes of central Europe sought Ottoman help, their
propagandists were keen to convince their Christian brethren that they
did this in desperation, and only because the Habsburgs attacked them.
Their opponents, on the other hand, assailed them as heretics. Ottoman
jurists, for their part, argued that peace with the infidel would be tem-
porary, and only if it benefited the Muslims.

By all accounts, the Ottoman leadership was practical. Chapters 10 and 11
(“Lawfare and Diplomacy” and “Embassies, Dragomans, and Intelligence”)
illustrate how the Ottomans manipulated truces and commercial treaties
with selected European monarchs to their advantage, making lawfare and
intelligence gathering an integral part of Ottoman grand strategy. Unlike
the more centralized Venetian and Habsburg secret services, Ottoman
intelligence gathering remained ad hoc and personal. Rivalries and fac-
tionalism among the various power groups in Constantinople and the
provinces had a negative effect on Ottoman efforts to seek information.
Asa consequence, the Ottoman intelligence-gathering function was less
efficient than that of the Venetians and Habsburgs and failed to translate
the gathered information into systematized knowledge about the Porte’s
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European rivals. Lack of such knowledge about their enemies weakened
the Ottomans’ soft power at a time when their military might was also
waning.

In the sixteenth century, the Ottomans were feared and admired by
Europeans from Niccold Machiavelli to the Russian soldier and social
critic Ivan Peresvetov. Having served as a professional soldier in Poland-
Lithuania, Hungary, and Moldavia, Peresvetov knew the Ottomans and
regarded Sultan Mehmed II’s just governance and orderly army as mod-
els to be emulated by his ruler, Ivan IV (r. 1547-84) “the Terrible” of
Muscovy. Venetian diplomats regarded the Ottoman sultans as “the most
powerful” monarchs. The Flemish Ogier Ghiselin Busbecq, Habsburg
ambassador sent to the Ottoman court in the mid-sixteenth century,
noted the Ottomans’ military superiority over the Habsburgs. Yet, at the
beginning of the Long Ottoman-Habsburg War of 1593-1606, fought in
Hungary, the Hungarians and Habsburgs realized that the once formi-
dable Ottoman Empire no longer constituted a deadly threat to them.
Writing in 1596, Hasan Kafi, an eyewitness Ottoman jurist from Bosnia,
noted the Habsburg troops’ superiority over the Ottoman cavalry. Four
generations later, Ibrahim Miiteferrika—a Hungarian convert to Islam
and the founder of the Arabic-letter printing press in Constantinople—
considered the military reforms of Peter the Great (r. 1682/96-1725) of
Russia as an example worthy of imitation in his advice literature, written
in 1732 for Sultan Mahmud I. Ottoman military setbacks and the con-
trasting views of Peresvetov and Busbecq, on the one hand, and Hasan
Kafi and Ibrahim Miiteferrika, on the other, reflected significant shifts in
Ottoman, Habsburg, and Russian military fortunes.

Contemporaneous Ottoman thinkers and later historians found the
causes of Ottoman military defeats in the corruption of the institutions
of the idealized “old order” (nizam-i kadim). The paradigm of “Ottoman
decline” was created. It has been echoed by the Ottomans’ European
contemporaries and in the works of historians. The latter blamed “Is-
lamic conservatism” and “military despotism” for the Ottomans’ de-
cline. Some scholarship has questioned the traditional “rise-golden
age—decline” periodization of Ottoman history. This scholarship dis-
proved almost all the major arguments of the traditional decline schools,
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demonstrated the resurgence of the Ottoman Empire in the seventeenth
century, and declared the decline paradigm a myth.> However, none of
these studies was able to satisfactorily explain the eclipse of Ottoman
military capabilities by the Ottomans’ two major regional rivals,
Habsburg Austria and Romanov Russia.

Comparing and contrasting military developments in the Ottoman
Empire, the Habsburg monarchy, and Muscovy/Russia helps us better
understand the divergent paths that the Ottomans, Habsburgs, and Ro-
manovs took, and thus the nature of their respective empires. The Last
Muslim Congquest uses new evidence from the Ottoman archives to exam-
ine Ottoman military capabilities vis-a-vis their immediate rivals, dem-
onstrating that such an approach yields a more realistic assessment of
Ottoman strengths and weaknesses and the shifting military balance.
The book also shows the long-unappreciated role that the Ottomans
played in catalyzing military transformations, and related fiscal and in-
stitutional developments, across a vast terrain from Habsburg central
Europe to Safavid Persia and beyond.

While the empire experienced significant military and socioeco-
nomic transformations from the late sixteenth century onward, these
did not constitute such a break with the past as to mark the beginning
of a “second Ottoman Empire,” as one study argued.® After all, the em-
pire remained an ancien régime. While recruitment strategies, resource
management, taxation, and central and provincial administration had
all been adjusted to meet new challenges, these changes did not trigger
aradical overhaul of the Ottoman Empire and its military, finances, and
administration. The legal system established in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries remained in use until the nineteenth-century legal reforms.
The same can be said of the frameworks within which the empire’s
peoples lived and interacted with one another and with representatives
of the government. Although new geopolitical realities at the end of the
seventeenth century forced the Ottomans to accept international princi-
ples of respecting the sovereignty and territorial integrity of foreign
states, Ottoman diplomacy, too, followed traditional patterns. It was not
until the late eighteenth century that the overhaul of the Ottoman an-
cien régime started in earnest during Selim III’s reign, labeled “new
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order.” It continued with the Tanzimat reforms (1839-76), resulting in
the emergence of a “second” Ottoman Empire, which increasingly
looked and acted like the other nineteenth-century European empires.
This is not to say that the empire of Mehmed IV (r. 1648-87) was the
same as that of Mehmed II, the Conqueror of Constantinople. To the
contrary, I have attempted throughout the book to demonstrate how
successive generations of the Ottoman elite tried to adjust their policies
and institutions to new challenges, both domestic and external, and
how these adjustments affected the relations of the Porte with its Euro-
pean neighbors from the fifteenth through the early eighteenth

centuries.
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362; diplomatic overtures toward
Ottomans, 182—84, 189, 201; as elected
monarch, 172-74; Hungarian crown
claimed by, 176-78, 182, 513; intelligence
gathering and, 396—97; and John I
Szapolyai, 171-81, 193, 196, 201; languages
spoken by, 358; marriage to Anna Jagiellon,
118-19, 172; military forces of, 299;
Ottoman names/titles for, 337, 338,
578n1s; portrait, 175; resources and
revenues of, 271-75, 310-12; siege of Buda
(1541), 2012, 203; struggle to control
Transylvania, 220-21, 222, 224; tribute
paid to the Porte, 211-13, 416; truce with
Siileyman, 191-93; war finance and, 310

Ferdinand II (Holy Roman emperor), 301,
373, 467, 468

Ferhad Pasha, 131, 250, 320, 326

Firishta, Muhammad Kasim, 133, $53n79

France, 32, 141, 142, 154, 242, 266, 346; Arras
tapestries, 36; Valois dynasty, 10, 298, 299,
345, 513

Francis I (king of France), 11, 139, 140, 148,
157,193, 352; anti-Habsburg alliance and,
177,179, 180; as archenemy of Charles 'V,
513; captured at battle of Pavia (1525), 161,
199, 336; death of, 210; diplomacy with
Ottomans, 345, 353; languages spoken by,
358; at war with Charles V, 205, 207

Frederick I1I (Holy Roman emperor), 64,
103, 113-14

Friar George (George Martinuzzi), 196, 197,
200, 202, 352, 562n19; Buda defended by,
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201; castles of, 421; civil war in Transylva-
nia and, 218; Csandd castle of, 219; death
of, 220, 565n86; dragomans and, 376;
Transylvania under Ottoman vassalage
and, 209; treaty with Ferdinand I, 217, 398

Gallipoli, 25-26, 46, 53, 232; Ottoman naval
base at, 137, 284, 286; sancak of, 287

Garai (Gorjanski noble family), marriages
and members of, 30, 60, 113

Genoa, Republic of, 20, 75; in Holy League,
242; treaty with Byzantine Empire, 95-96

geopolitics, 1, 9, 28—32

George (Gybrgy) II Rédkdczi, 315, 47078,
§70N67, $93025, 59335, 594147

Georgia/Georgians, 45, 247, 450—51

Germiyan, emirate of, 21, 39; dynastic
marriage and, 47, 48; as Ottoman
sancak, 49

ghaza (holy war, jihad), 7, 19, 20, 26, 80;
importance in Ottoman ideology, 23;
material rewards and, 26

ghazi warriors, 7, 20, 21, 153; border defenses
and, 408; at sea, 136, 141, 193, 285; Shah
Ismail and, 121; Wittek’s ghazi thesis, 27,
543n26

Giovio, Paolo, 167, 189, 352

Giray, Devlet (khan of Crimea), 238, 239, 568n26

Golden Horn, 20, 74—75, 77, 83, 86, 96, 286, 511

Golubac, 5657, 63, 546149

Grassi, Girolammeo, 373, 37475

Greece/Greeks, 17-18, 49, 53, 76

Greiffenklau, Alexander von, 374, 382, 383

Gritti, Andrea, 88, 179, 353, 366—67

Gritti, Lodovico (Alvise), 179-80, 184, 186,
386-87, 560n86; death of, 193; Stileyman’s
crown-helmet and, 191

Habardanecz, John, 183, 184, 362

Habsburgs, 137; border demarcations with
Ottomans, 415-17; claim to Hungarian
crown, 116; Danubian monarchy;, 2;

France at war with, 148; geographical
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extent of lands ruled by, 273; Hungary
ruled by, 247; intelligence apparatus of,
371-75, 402, 403; Jagiellonian rivalry with,
63—65; John I Szapolyai’s alliance with
Ottomans against, 178—87; mapping of
border areas, 267; marital alliances and,
46; military cartography and, 301; military
commitments and border defense of,
298-305; military transformations,
306—9; military treatises and academies,
516; secret service of, 11; Thirty Years’
War and, 466; Valois rivalry with, 10, 298,
299, 345, 513; war finance and the Estates,
309-15. See also Holy Roman Empire;
Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry

Hagia Sophia church, 74, 78, 8485, 167;
“red apple” and, 79; transformed into Aya
Sofya mosque, 82

Halil Beg, Candarlizade, 409, 410, 411, 413

Halil Pasha, Candarli (grand vizier), 66, 68,
74, 83, 86, s50n64

Hasan Kafi, Akhisari, 12, 316, 570n67

Hasan Pasha, Abaza 444, 476-77, 592n14

Hasan Pasha, Sokollu/Mehmedzade, 251,
442-43

Hasan Pasha, Telli/Dervis, 248-50; and
death at Sisak, 249

Hasan Pasha, Yakovali, 444-45, 480-81

Hayreddin (Hizir Barbarossa), 141, 194-95,
206-7,230-31, 345

Herzegovina (the land of Herceg), 87, 109,
153, 465

Holy League, 98,195, 243

Holy League (1538), 194

Holy League (1571), 242-43

Holy League (1684-99), 319, 320, 495-97,
500-509; Habsburg reconquest of
Hungary, 498-99; Ottoman-Safavid
peace treaty (1692) and, 345; reconquest
of Buda by imperial forces, 495, 496

Holy Roman Empire, 2, §3, 113, 117, 148, 271,
305, 346, 478; geographical extent of, 273;
map, 272; population of, 273
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Hungarian Estates, 64, 116-17, 118, 172; execution of, 168, 193; intelligence
Ferdinand I and, 172; Habsburg border gathering and, 394; languages spoken by,
defense system and, 312—13; Habsburg- 361-62; Ottoman alliance with King John
Ottoman condominium and, 453-54; and, 178, 180, 182, 183, 18s; palace in Istanbul,
Habsburg peace treaty with Ottomans 168; Selman Reis and, 229-31; statues
and, 209, 212; Habsburg reconquest of taken from Buda, 167-68; Siileyman’s
Hungary and, 500, 514 crown-helmet and, 191; in war with
Hungary, 12, 49, 103; balance of power along Safavids, 213-14
Danube and, 144-48, 147; Belgrade in India, 133, 230, 231-32
defense system of, 104—5; border defenses Indian Ocean, 10, 22935, 419; missed
of, 142; buffer states and, 54; civil war in, opportunity for Ottomans in, 133, 134,
171; collapse of Danubian defense system, 135—38; Portuguese expansion in, 133

151-57, 159; Danubian border defenses of, intelligence gathering, 6, 11, 512; dragomans

61-68, 421-23; defeat at Mohdcs, 159-68;
dynastic marriage and, 47; in dynastic

union with Poland, 113; Habsburg border

defenses in, 301-5, 309; Habsburg-
Jagiellonian rivalry in, 63—65; janissaries
garrisoned in, 279, 572nn27 and 28; Lower
Parts of, 108, 116, 146; military forces,
62-63, 70; Ottoman garrisons in, 407;
Ottoman provinces in, 426—27; partition

of, 193, 196-97, 200-213; “refugee counties”

in, 455; St. Stephen Crown, 2, 64, 65, 114,
172, 176, 178, 186, 218; suzerainty over
Serbia, 56

Hunyadi, John (Jénos), 59, 63-68, 113, 343;
at Kosovo (1448) , 72, 74; military tactics
learned from Hussites, 66, 72; at siege of
Belgrade (1456), 103-6, 167; victories
against the Ottomans, 65-66

Husain al-Kurdi, Amir, 133, 135, 553079

Hussites, 53, 64, 66, 71, 72

Ibrahim, Sarhos (Drunk), 444, 468

Ibrahim, Sultan, 347, 461, 464

Ibrahim Beg (Joachim Strasz, dragoman),
384, 385-86, 398, 584146

Ibrahim Miiteferrika, 12, 517, 518

Ibrahim Pasha (grand vizier), 159, 161, 167,
171,190, 200, 336; border demarcations
and, 416; on cost of Ottoman rule in
Hungary, 169; dragomans and, 386;

of European powers, 375-83; dragomans
of the Porte, 383—89; European embassies
in Constantinople and, 365-75; on the
frontiers, 395-99, 402—3; Habsburg, 312;
Ottoman, 392-95; road networks and,
399, 400—401, 402; on Safavid power,

127-28

Iran, 18, 128, 237, 246, 261, 513; frontier towns

in, 270; “Persian Iraq,” 214; Seljuks in, 17;
Turkmen confederations in, 119, 283.

See also Safavid dynasty

Iraq, 124, 132, 137, 194, 285, 407; cannon

foundries in, 292, 296; Safavid tax
regulations in, 49; Shiism in, 10, 213; spies
in, 396; Stileyman’s campaigns in, 19394,
232, 270; Ottoman governance in, 3, 49,
215, 216, 259, 426, 513; Treaty of Zuhab
(1639) and, 259; Uzun Hasan and, 119

Isa Beg (Branko Lazar), 21, 90, 109
Isabella Jagiellon (queen of Hungary),

200, 201, 202, 204, 218, 352; collapse of
Habsburg rule in Transylvania and, 222;
death of], 225; recalled from Poland, 223;
Transylvania restored to, 384; Treaty of
Nyirbator (1549) and, 217

Islam, 7, 20, 53; belief in superiority of, 27;

border defenses and, 408-9, 586n1;
conversion of Christians to, 21, 50, 461;
conversion of Turks to, 17. See also Shiite

Islam; Sunni Islam
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Ismail (Safavid shah), 47, 124, 138, 259, 344,
546n29; avoidance of pitched battles, 151;
Safaviyya religious order led by, 120;
Shiite Islam and, 120-21

Ivan IV (“the Terrible”), Tsar, 12, 236, 338

Jajce, 118, 178; Hungarian conquest of (1434),
60; Hungarian recapture of (1463), 114;
Ottoman attacks on, 145, 555n113;
Ottoman conquest of, 109

janissaries, 37, 39, 104, 185, 261, 280, 567n24;
agha of, 92, 321, 329; as archers, 68-69,
72; at battle of Mohdcs, 163-64, 298; in
Buda province, 208; “civilianization” of,
281, 322; in Crete campaign, 462, 464—65;
defections to Safavid Iran, 128; garrisoned
in fortresses, 279, 320, 432, 439—40, 576N36,
589n30; in Holy League wars, 504, 506,
507; Laws of the Janissaries (1606), 44;
metamorphosis of, 321-24; pensioners
(miitekaids), 323; protection of the sultan
as main function, 42; rebellion in Edirne
(1446), 74; rebellions by, 250, 476; salaries
paid to, 331; in siege of Candia, 486; in
siege of Kamieniec, 487; in siege of
Vienna (1683), 493; as “slave army,” 43; in
standing army, 89, s49nn36 and 37; strength
of, 277, 278, 279, 317, 317-18, 319, §72n38;
succession struggles and, 122-23, 215; at
Varna (1444 ), 68; in Venetian wars, 505

Jerome of Zara, 19293, 360, 362

Jews, 76, 81, 295, 331, 367-68; of Buda, 166-67,
558n50; Ottoman intelligence gathering
and, 392-93; Sephardi, 388

John Albert Jagiellon, 116, 117, 118, 344

John I Szapolyai (king of Hungary), 11, 118,
125-26, 169, 17778, 191, 310, 376; alliance
with Siilleyman against Habsburgs, 178-87,
559n78; at battle of Mohécs, 162, 557n35;
elected king by Hungarian Estates, 172,
175; in Francis I's anti-Habsburg war, 176-78;
languages spoken by, 359; Ottoman names/
titles for, 337; treaty with Ferdinand I, 196-97

6ss

John Sigismund [ John II] Szapolyai (elected
king of Hungary), 352, 370; border demar-
cations and, 420; collapse of Habsburg rule
in Transylvania and, 222; dragomans and,
398; languages spoken by, 359; as Ottoman
vassal/ally, 22; portrait, 223; recalled from
Poland, 223; titles of, 247; Transylvania
restored to, 384

John VI Kantakouzenos (Byzantine
emperor), 8,20, 24, 28,106

John V Palaiologos (Byzantine emperor),
24, 25,29, 30

Juan de Austria, Don, 242, 243, 245

Jurisi¢, Nicholas (Nikola), 173, 190, 196, 351, 361

Kamaran Island, 135, 229, 231, 233

Kanizsa, 303, 304, 443—44; siege of (1600),
254; Habsburg fortresses in, 434

kapukulu troops, 42, 88, 277, 278, 282

Karakoyunlu (Black Sheep) Turkmen
Confederation, 47, 110, 119

Karaman, emirate of, 39, 47, 110, 343;
beylerbeyi of, 41; dynastic marriage and,
47; Greek as language of diplomacy in,
101; Murad II and, 67

Karasi, emirate of| 20, 21, 24, 49

Karlowitz, Peace Treaty of (1699), 330, 338-39,
488, 595n82; border demarcations and,
412, 420-21; duration of, 348; terms of,
503—4

Kastrioti George (Skanderbeg), rebellion
of, 51, 67-68

Kazan, khanate of, 236, 237, 335

Kemal Reis, 133, 137, 285

Kemény, John (Janos), 472, 478, 479

Khmelnytsky, Hetman Bohdan, 469, 471, 488

Khotyn campaign (1621), 324, 468, 487

Kilia, 71, 111, 285

Kindsberg, Johann Christoph von, 402,
585n97

Kinizsi, Paul (Pal), 116, 144, 145

Kosovo, battle of (1389), 22, 30, 31

Kosovo, battle of (1448), 43, 72, 74
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Kreckwitz, Friedrich von, 355-56, 357,
371=72, 373

Kurds/Kurdistan, 45, 121, 215, 216, 247, 396;
condominium (joint sovereignty) and,
457; Ottoman conscription of nomads,
so1; Safavid recapture of, 259

Ladislaus V of Hungary, 64, 103, 104

Laski, Jerome (Hieronim), 179-80, 182, 199,
201,202, 354

lawfare/diplomacy, Ottoman, 6, 13, 98, 334,
339, 512; ad hoc embassies and resident
ambassadors, 349-58; competing titles of
monarchs, 335-39; European Christian
disunity fostered by, 242; language and
diplomacy, 358-64; truces and treaties as
instruments of, 339-43

Lazar Hrebeljanovi¢, Prince, 29, 30-31, 544040

Leopold I (Holy Roman emperor), 347,
379, 381, 382, 477, 478, 479; Holy League
and, 495; siege of Vienna (1683) and,
491

Leo X, Pope, 128, 129, 130, 138, 139, 143, 148

Lepanto, battle of (1571), 279, 286, 287;
Ottoman conquest of Cyprus and, 240-43;
rebuilding of Ottoman fleet after,
244-47,351

levends (privateers), 255, 316, 418, 574n80;
impersonation of janissaries by, 280; local
militias organized against, 459, 591n91; as
mercenaries, 324; numbers of, 326

Long Ottoman-Habsburg War (1593-1606),
12, 250, 251-58, 307, 355, 433, 452; border
demarcations and, 417; changes in military
technology and, 315-16; collapse of Ottoman
finances and, 451; development of
Ottoman military and, 319; financing of,
331; janissary corps and, 319; local self-
defense/public safety and, 455-56; Ottoman
drive on Vienna, 424; Ottoman-Habsburg
treaty interrupted by, 346

Louis I (king of Hungary and Poland), 8,
29, 30, 113; crusading plans of, s4; death
of, 30, 59, 543138

INDEX

Louis I (king of Hungary and Bohemia), 2,
130, 144, 154; death at battle of Mohdcs
(1526), 160, 161-62, 164, 170-71, 387, 513;
Ottoman assault on Hungarian capital
anticipated by, 159, 160-61; portrait,

160
Louis XIV (king of France), 483, 490, 506

Mahmud (Sebold, dragoman), 38485,
387-88, 395,398

Mahmud Pasha, Angelovi¢ (grand vizier),
86-87, 101,108, 110

Malvezzi, Giovanni Maria, 218, 376, 410

Mamluks, 7, 10, 120, 283; claims over Asia
Minor, 35; naval war with Portuguese in
Indian Ocean, 133, 135, 137; Ottoman wars
against, 88; rebellion against Ottoman rule,
157, 159; Selim I's conquest of, 129-33, 143;
slave soldiers of, 43; tax codes of, 49

Manuel II Palaiologos (Byzantine
emperor), 38, 39, 54, 57

marcher lords, Turkish, 27, 32, 39, 40, 88;
child levy (devsirme) and, 44; Hunyadi’s
campaigns against, 66; Mihalogu dynasty
of, 9o; Ottoman military and, 42

Marj Dabig, battle of (1516), 9, 10, 201

Marmara Sea, 25, 74, 269

marriages, dynastic, 23, 46-48

Marsigli, Luigi Ferdinando, 425, 439, 516

Martinuzzi, George. See Friar George

Mary of Habsburg (queen of Hungary),
165—66, 170, 171, 173, 174

Matthias I Hunyadi (king of Hungary), 104,
106, 108, 113, 345; anti-Ottoman crusades
and, 120; border defenses and, 116; death
of, 116, 144, 146; library of, 166, 167;
palace of, 167

Maximilian I (Holy Roman emperor), 125,
140, 171, 311, 338; death of, 148; dynastic
treaties with Wladislas I, 114, 117-18;
languages spoken by, 358; plan to
conquer Ottoman Empire, 143

Maximilian IT (Holy Roman emperor), 228,
242,288, 301, 303, 338, 411, 516; border
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demarcations and, 420; death of, 346,
347, 357-58; diplomacy of, 351, 352, 355;
diplomatic espionage and, 371; dragomans
and, 389; tribute paid to the Porte, 247

Maximilian II Emanuel (elector of Bavaria),
492; and battle of Nagyharsany (1687),
497; and reconquest of Buda (1686),
495

Mecca, Holy City of, 10, 27, 82; annual
pilgrimage to, 197-98; under Ottoman
rule, 131-32, 137

Medina, Holy City of, 10, 132, 137, 198

Mediterranean, 9, 79, 97, 102, 229; as frontier,
2; geopolitics and, 98—-99; power balance
in, 9, 94, 98; slave trade and, 112; strategic
ports in, 82—83; trade networks, 10, 60

Mehmed I, Sultan, 27-28, 39, 40, 46, 55

Mehmed II, Sultan, 3, 9, 57, 67, 68, 157, 267;
Akkoyunlu (White Sheep) Turkmens and,
119—20; border demarcations and, 413; claim
of universal sovereignty, 81, 102, 512; as
Congqueror of Constantinople, 1, 14, 78,
79, 511, 548n15; court culture of, 100;
Crimean Tatars and, 110-11; death of| 120;
divan (Imperial Council) and, 91-94;
forced resettlement policy and, 52; giant
cannon of, 70-71, 75, 76, 83, 105, 167, 292;
Italian city-states and, 98—99; “Law Code”
of, 37, 545n8; Mamluk sultans and, 79—80;
military reform and, 88—90; Mircea the
Elder defeated by, 39; as model for Ivan
“the Terrible,” 12; naval power of, 28s;
new cadre of viziers for, 83, 86-88; New
Imperial Palace in Constantinople and,
90-91; siege of Belgrade (1456), 103-6;
siege of Constantinople by, 75, 76-77;
titles used by, 335; urban rebuilding
projects of, 82, 99

Mehmed 1V, Sultan, 14, 466, 471, 491, 500,
593136

Mehmed Beg, Yahyapagazade, 183, 202, 208-9,
560n98

Mehmed Pasha, Baltaci, and defeat of Peter
the Great, 348, 503—4
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Mehmed Pasha, Képriilii (grand vizier),
444, 463-65, 471, 473, 592n8; Crete
campaign and, 479; war against Rakdczi,
475-76, 594147

Mehmed Pasha, Sokollu, 218-21, 22528,
246, 251, 269, 352; appointed grand vizier,
225, 355; Astrakhan campaign of, 238-40;
border demarcations and, 415; conquest of
Cyprus and, 240; as damad (the sultan’s
son-in-law), 88; Habsburg diplomatic
espionage and, 372; languages of diplomacy
and, 361; rebuilding of fleet after Lepanto
and, 244; Serbian Orthodox Patriarchate
and, 445; Venetian diplomatic espionage
and, 368

Memibegoglu/Memibegovi¢ family, 444,
481. See also Tbrahim, Sarhos (Drunk);
Hasan Pasha, Yakovali

Mentese, emirate of, 24, 39, 284, s42m18;
Greek as language of diplomacy in, 101;
as Ottoman sancak, 49

mercenaries, 114, 147, 176, 207, 299, 319;
Byzantine Empire and, 20, 24, 25, 28,
283; Celali rebels, 256; Habsburg and
imperial, 117, 182, 185, 205, 206, 252,

299, 455; hajdii soldiers, 314-15, 475;
Muscovy and, 236; Rome sacked
by, 177

Mezdkeresztes, battle of (1596), 253—54, 256,
267, 316. See also Long Ottoman-Habsburg
War

Mihailovié, Konstantin, 78, 104, 11415,
548n14

Mihrimah (daughter of Silleyman I), 202,
215, 569157

Mircea the Elder, 31-32, 33, 39, 58

Mohécs, battle of (1526), 1, 9, 150-68, 172,
228, 231, 2776, 384; factors in Ottoman
victory, 290-91; fifteenth anniversary of,
202; as “Islam’s greatest victory,” 169—70;
numbers of troops mobilized for, 282;
strength of Hungarian army at, 307;
unintended consequences of Siilleyman’s

victory, 181
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Moldavia, 12, 47, 111, 115; border demarcations
with Ottomans, 412, 414; as Ottoman
vassal, 197; Transylvanian princes and,
473, 475

Montecuccoli, Raimondo, 479, 484, 485, 516

Morea (the Peloponnese), 53, 327, 5056,
518; border demarcation in, 413; Despotate
of, 57, 68, 106-107; Ottoman conquest of
(1460), 8,106—7

Mughal Empire, 9, 260, 261

mujihid (fighters of jihad), 7, 27, 28

Murad dragoman (Valentine [Baldzs]
Somlyai), 385, 387, 389, 398

Murad I, Sultan, 21, 25, 31, 47, 284; janissary
corps and, 42; marriage to Thamara, 48;
military judge appointed by, 92; population
transfer policy and, 52; sancaks and, 41

Murad II, Sultan, 39, 40, 63, 87, 335; death of,
74, 107; forced resettlement policy and,
52; marriage to Mara Brankovi¢, 48, 57;
Orthodox-Catholic Decree of Union
and, 73; peace treaty with Hungarians,
66—67; Transylvanian campaign, 59

Murad I11, Sultan, 246, 250, 322, 347, 411

Murad IV, Sultan, 259, 267, 328, 468, 487

Murad Pasha, Koca/Kuyucu (grand vizier),
258, 570n81

Muscovy, 6, 12, 13, 112, 172; Cossack alliance
with against Poland-Lithuania, 469;
emergence as new rival for Ottomans,
235—40; Ottomans’ first war with, 488—90;
as “Third Rome,” 80. See also Russia

Mustafa, “False,” 38, 39, 58

Mustafa I, Sultan, 328, 502, 503

Mustafa Pasha, Merzifonlu Kara (grand
vizier), 489, 490-94, 494

Mustafa Pasha, Sokollu, 226-27, 338, 442, 448

Nagyharsany, battle of (1687), 329, 497, 500

Nassi, Joseph, 241, 392-93, 568n31

navy, Ottoman, 87, 265, 28488, 461; campaign
against Habsburgs in Mediterranean,

193-95; Cyprus campaign and, 241;

INDEX

defeated at Lepanto (1571), 242; Imperial
Naval Arsenal, 269; kapudan pasha (grand
admiral of Ottoman navy), 92, 194, 287;
Red Sea and Indian Ocean campaigns,
229-35; resurgence after Lepanto, 24447,
351; rise of Ottoman naval power and,
138—43; river flotillas, 297, 327, 328; war
with Portuguese in Indian Ocean, 135-38.
See also Ottoman military power

Negroni, Andrea, 377, 378, 443, 583n32

Nesri, 31, 387, 544n40

Nikopol, 49, 238; crusade of (1396), 32-34,
53, 62, 66; marcher lord of, 66

Nogay hordes, 112, 237, 238, 239

Novo Brdo, 67, 71, 104

Orhan (2nd Ottoman ruler), 8, 24, 25, 26-27;
janissary corps and, 42; marriage to
Theodora, 8, 24, 46

Orthodox Church, 8, 18; in Bosnia, 59; Decree
of Union with Catholic Church (1439),
73, 74, 109; patriarchate restored by
Mehmed I1, 101; in Serbia, 108, 445

Osman, House of, 2, 7-8, 68, 132, 409;
diplomacy and, 339; dynastic marriage
and, 47; emergence of, 24; khan and
khakan titles, 335; military and, 40; restored
power of, 46

Osman, 2,17, 21, 24, 27, 35

Osman I, Sultan, 328, 367-68, 487

Osman 111, Sultan, 332, 351, 467-68, 487

Ottoman Empire: civil wars, §3; claim of
universal sovereignty, 79—81; collapse
during World War I, 3; dynastic rivalry in
central Europe and, 112-119; founding of,
2; geographical extent under Siileyman,
274; last conquests of, 486-90; mapping of,
268; marcher lords and, 40, 42; Muscovy
as new rival, 235—40; narrative of Ottoman
decline, 12; population of, 273; road
networks of, 399, 400—401, 402; “second”
Ottoman Empire, 14; small wars on
Bosnian-Croatian frontier, 247—51; strategy
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of gradual conquest, 169, 558n60;
succession wars [interregnum] (1402-13),
37, 46, §8; territorial expansion of, 4-5;
trade routes and, 1. See also Sublime
Porte (the Porte)

Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry, 6-7, 10, 46, 137,
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peace treaties, 21012, 34546, 349, 353,
368; in Transylvania, 21725, 479-86;
universal kingship and, 198; war of
15931606, 455. See also Long Ottoman-
Habsburg War
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315—20; artillery, 70-71, 72, 75, 7677, 76,
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Danube and, 146-48, 147; child levy
(dev,sirme), 43-46, 74, 86, 321, 322, 463;
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Piri Reis, 136—37, 231, 233—34, 267, 269, 285

plague, 24,106, 154, 241, 542n18

Poland, 8, 113,197
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against (1648), 469—70; Ottoman diplomacy
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Portugal /Portuguese Empire, 10, 133, 135-37,
194, 215, 246; Morocco attacked by (1578),
246; Ottoman challenge in Indian Ocean
and, 230-35; peace negotiations with the
Porte, 419

prebendal system. See timar (service land
grants) system

Preveza, naval battle of (1538), 194-95, 232, 234

Protestant princes, 210, 266, 315, 346;
Charles V at war with, 217, 271, 353;
Ottoman help sought by, 11

Protestant Reformation, 129, 172—73, 513
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130, 131, 133, 13§

Qizilbash tribes, 9, 121, 122, 260, 283, 546n29;
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in Safavid military, 126, 128; civil war
among, 213; followers of Shah Ismail, 151;
rebellion under Sheikh Celal, 138

Ragusa, Republic of (Dubrovnik), 60, 87,104,
340, 360, 361; diplomatic missions of,
349-58; Ottoman intelligence gathering
and, 397
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257, 311, 341, 358, 516; Counter-Reformation
reforms of, 254; diplomacy with
Ottomans, 346—47; Ottoman names/
titles for, 338

Rum (land of the Romans/Greeks), 2, 17,
18-19, 335

Rumeli (Rumelia), 22, 38, 100, 320, 427;
collapse of Ottoman rule in, §8; Ottoman-
held forts in, 71; revenues from, 326;
timariot cavalry in, 42; vlachs in, 51

Russia, 348-49, 356—57, 420—21. See also
Muscovy

Russo-Ottoman war (1677—81), 488-90

Russo-Ottoman war (1710-11), 324, 348

Russo-Ottoman war (1768—74), 292,332

Riistem Pasha (grand vizier), 202, 210, 215,

346, 353, 370-71, 398, 564160

Sabac castle, 115, 116, 14, 155, 156, 185

Safavid dynasty, 7, 13, 192; cavalry-dominated
army of, 282; dynastic marriage and, 47;
Habsburg relations with, 395; military
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Safaviyya dervish order, 38, 47, 120, 121
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217,224

Samarkand, 123, 124, 552n51
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administration and, 426-27, 429, 588n59;
in Bosnia, 109; coastal, 141; ocaklik (family
estate), 457; revenues of, 325; sancak
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governors and intelligence gathering, 395
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Rudolf, 347, 374, 379, 380, 381
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Selim I, Sultan, 47, 80, 88, 285, 344, 360;
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120; border demarcations and, 587n26;
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power and, 138-39, 142-143; janissaries
and, 122-123, 322; Mamluk Sultanate
conquered by, 129-33, 137; Safavids and,
137-38; titles used by, 335; wars with
Safavids and Mamluks, 124

Selim II, Sultan, 228, 234, 235, 323, 338, 352;
Astrakhan campaign and, 238; Cyprus
campaign and, 241, 568n31

Seljuk Turks, 17-18, 35, 40, 101, 214

Selman Reis, 135, 136, 137, 553079, 554n8s;
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Portuguese, 229-31; death of, 231

Serbia, 3, 29, 53, 87; conquest of, 8;
Despotate of, 56; dynastic marriage
and, 47; Ottoman conquest of (1459),
90, 106, 107-8; timar holders in, 50,
546n37

Severin, 58, 59, 144, 421; Banate of, 61;
Hungarian defense and, 59, 61, 116, 146,
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121; Zaidis in Yemen, 231, 233
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and, 411, 414
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of, 47, 110; Ottoman naval base at, 287
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162, 256; in border provinces, 425, 429;
in Crete campaign, 462; deserters and
no-shows for military service, 324-25;
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Sigman, John (tsar of Bulgaria), 30, 31-32, 48,
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259, 259—60; ransom and, 409

Slavonia, 32, 109, 116, 176; Habsburg border
defenses in, 303; Habsburg fortresses in,
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403; non-Muslim subject of, 101-2;
origin of name, 92; trade relations of,
97-98; tribute paid to, 211; vassals disci-
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Danubian defense and, 151-157, 158, 159;
conquest of Iraq, 132; death and tomb of,
228, 277, 352, 566n99; diplomacy of, 344,
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empire under, 274; final campaign of,
225-228; finances under, 447; four-tier
crown-helmet of, 191, 192, 562ns; intelli-
gence gathering and, 402; John I Szapolyai’s
alliance with, 178—87; military forces of,
282-83, 327, 430; naval power of, 234, 285;
Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry and, 188-97;
Ottoman-Safavid rivalry and, 213-16;
partition of Hungary and, 201; portrait,
152; reconquest of Transylvania and, 217-25;
revenues of, 146, 275; siege of Vienna by, 1,
186; titles used by, 336, 337; universal kingship
and, 197-200; Volga region and, 238

Sunni Islam, 3, 9, 121, 247, 513

Syria, 17, 130, 131, 154; Celali rebellions in,
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(1664), 347, 486, 490
Szigetvir, siege of (1566), 279, 301, 303, 352, 487
Szigetvar castle, 224-28, 301, 303, 304
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Tahmasb I (Safavid shah), 128, 193, 198, 210,
214, 283, 546n29; death of, 246; ghulams
and, 259; Qizilbash tribes and, 213

Talovac brothers, 61, 63, 547163

Tatars, 37, 52, 236. See also Crimean Tatars/
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taxation, 93, 210, 247, 277, 447; border
demarcations and, 415; cizye (poll tax), 330,
448-49, 451, 453, 454, 590n62; double
taxation under joint sovereignty, 453,
454-55, 458; Habsburg, 310, 313; Hungar-
ian, 61, 116, 140, 449—50, 454; malikane
(Life-tenure tax farm), 320, 332-33; military
raids on borders and, 409; Ottoman-
Safavid rivalry and, 213; pre-Ottoman tax
regulations preserved, 48, 49; survey
books and, 410-11, 412; tax exemptions,
45, 51; tax-exempt military (askeri) class,
280, 321; tax farmers (miiltezim), 277, 320,
323, 329, 425, 446; tax incentives for
repopulation, 501; timar system and, 40;
war-time taxes (avariz), 325-26, 329

Temesvar, 409, 439; castle of, 300; imperial
siege of (1716), s07; Ottoman conquest
of (1552), 226, 279, 301

Theodora Kantakouzenos, 8, 24, 46

Thessaloniki, 39-40, 52, 63, 71

Thirty Years’ War, 307, 315, 347, 379, 466

timar (service land grants) system, 26, 40,
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timariot cavalry, 40, 41, 44, 51, 66, 154, 328; at
battle of Mohics, 162—63, 557n38; in Black
Sea littoral, 237—38; declining military
value of, 329; lost functions of, 322—-23;
Prince Bayezid rebellion and, 280; strength
of, 281, 282, 515; succession struggles and,
324. See also sipahis

Timur (Tamerlane), 31, 35-37

Topkapi Palace, 100, 138, 350, 500; archives
of, 267; domed chamber of, 95; Library,
137; on map of Constantinople, 84-8s; as
New Imperial Palace, 91; Tower of
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Transylvania, 30, 33, 56, 162, 176; civil war
in, 218; Ferdinand I’s capture of, 178, 311;
Habsburg alliance in Long War, 252-54;
Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry in, 217,
354—55; Ottoman intelligence gathering
and, 397; Ottoman raiders in, 59, 63; as
Ottoman vassal, 1977, 204—5; Protestant
princes of, 315; rebel princes of, 466-80;
royal governors (voivode) of, 65; tribute
paid to padishah, 208

treaties and truces, 11, 56, 74, 144, 157, 342—43;
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(1667), 495; of Belgrade (1739), 348, 509;
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(1672), 488; of Constantinople (1590),
417; of Constantinople (1700), 339, 532;
of Crépy (1544), 209; duration of, 343-49;
of Edirne (1444 ), 67; of Edirne (1568),
247, 355, 420; of Fontainebleau/Paris
(1528), 177-78; of Gyarmat (1625), 347,
468; hierarchy among European diplomats,
340-41; of Karlowitz (1699), 338, 420,
532; of Koméarom (1618, 1629), 347, 364; of
London (1518), 148; of Madrid (1526), 161;
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(1689), 420; of Nikolsburg (1621/22),
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phaion (1261), 95; Ottoman “diplomatic

663

unilateralism,” 341—42; of Passarowitz
(1718), 508, 532; with Poland, 160; of
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(1624), 468; of Westphalia (1648), 531; of
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Zuhab (1639), 259, 531. See also lawfare/
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“Turkish threat,” 113, 117, 118, 129, 159; Luther
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anti-Habsburg alliance and, 161, 179; border
demarcations with Ottomans, 412-14;
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242; intelligence apparatus of, 365-69,
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Ottoman conquest of Cyprus and, 241—42;
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245, 345; response to Ottoman conquest
of Constantinople, 94-95; rise of Ottoman
naval power and, 138; rivalry with Genoa,
95-96; secret service of, 11; sovereignty at
sea and, 418; struggle for Dalmatia and,
59—60; trading colonies in Pontic region,
237; Uzun Hasan and, 47. See also Ottoman-
Venetian wars

Vidin, 29, 32, 33, 90, 543n31; forts in, 71;
sancak of, 238, 297; timar holders in, 50

Vienna, first siege of (1529), 1, 3, 185-86, 188

Vienna, second siege of (1683), 3, 440, 400-94
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I Jagiellon
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Yahyapasazade

Yemen, 3, 22930, 233, 235, 409, 425, 515
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484, 485,516
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Zsitvatorok, Treaty of (1606), 257, 258, 316,
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and, 416; faulty translation of, 378;
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