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What kind of nation is the United States? Although celebrated in popu-
lar my thol ogy as a nation of immigrants that has welcomed foreign-
ers throughout its history, the United States has also deported nearly 
57 million  people since 1882, more than any other country in the world. 
During the last  century, federal officials have deported more  people 
from the land of freedom and opportunity than they have allowed to re-
main on a permanent basis. Yet we know  little about the vast majority of 
 these expulsions, which have taken place far from public view and with-
out due pro cess. The most vis i ble of  these have been the so- called formal 
deportations, often by order of an immigration judge. Barack Obama’s 
administration formally deported some 3 million  people in eight years, 
and during the 2016 presidential election Donald Trump promised to 
remove all of the undocumented immigrants who remained  after tak-
ing office. But formal deportations represent only a small sliver of the 
total. More than 90  percent of all expulsions throughout US history 
have been via an administrative pro cess euphemistically referred to as 
“voluntary departure.” Similar to prosecutors in the criminal justice 
system relying on plea bargains, immigration authorities have de-
pended on voluntary departure, making it seem like the best of all the 
bad options facing  people who have been apprehended. Local, state, and 
federal officials have also waged concerted fear campaigns, causing an 
unknown number of  others to “self- deport,” or pick up and leave, with-
out ever coming into contact with an immigration agent.1
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Introduction

Together, voluntary departures and self- deportations have minimized the 
federal government’s deportation- related expenses and restricted immi-
grants’ rights while achieving the same end: terrorizing communities amid 
what amounts to mass expulsion. Although scholars and the public have 
paid scant attention to  these other means of deportation,  these seemingly 
less severe methods have been central to immigration enforcement policy 
for most of the United States’ history.2

This book explores the history of expulsion and exposes the vari ous ways 
immigration authorities have forced, coerced, and scared  people into leav-
ing the United States from the late nineteenth  century to the pre sent. It 
reveals how public officials have assembled a well- oiled deportation ma-
chine, propelled by bureaucratic self- interest as well as the concerns of local 
communities and private firms. It is a book about how authorities have used 
the machine’s three expulsion mechanisms— formal deportation, volun-
tary departure, and self- deportation—to exert tremendous control over 
 people’s lives by determining who can enter the country and regulating who 
the state allows to remain. The machine has not always functioned smoothly 
or at peak capacity, but when it has run on all cylinders undocumented im-
migrants, and even some authorized immigrants and US citizens, have 
found themselves  under an all- out physical and psychological assault. This, 
however, is also a book about how undocumented immigrants and their al-
lies have endured, adapted, and resisted, taking to the streets and the courts 
to demand their constitutional rights and challenge what they have consid-
ered to be unjust laws and inhumane treatment. Ultimately, this is a book 
about power, about how  people have exercised it and contested it, and 
about how both citizens and noncitizens have leveraged strug gles over 
power to define what it means to be American.

Expulsion has long served as a way for communities and nations to assert 
control over populations that fall within their borders. During the last two 
millennia, localities and countries around the world have banished foreigners, 
indigenous  people, criminals, the poor, individuals with communicable dis-
eases, and entire religious groups.3 Since its founding, the US federal gov-
ernment has expelled  people across international bound aries and vio-
lently relocated  others within the nation. In 1798, the Alien and Sedition 
Acts gave the president the power to deport “alien enemies” in times of war, 
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especially supporters of the French Revolution and anyone  else believed to 
be a po liti cal radical. For more than a  century  after the nation’s founding, 
state governments also had the authority to banish  people. In the 1850s, the 
nativist Know- Nothing Party called for, and in some cases implemented, 
state- level legislation authorizing the removal of Irish Catholics and paupers. 
From 1855 to 1857, Mas sa chu setts authorities deported more than 4,000 
 people to Liverpool and dif er ent parts of British North Amer i ca.4

The deportation of foreigners forms part of a longer continuum of proj-
ects of empire, exploitation, and forced migration throughout US history. 
Over the course of the nineteenth  century, the federal government repeatedly 
removed Native Americans from their lands, pushing more than 70,000 west 
of the Mississippi River as part of a settler colonialist proj ect characterized 
by Anglo expansion and the subordination of indigenous  people and Mexi-
cans. Many thousands of Native Americans perished from famine and dis-
ease, among other hardships. Around the same time, the Fugitive Slave Act of 
1850 authorized the forcible return of runaway slaves and levied fines on any-
one who tried to hide them or help them escape. And from its establishment 
in 1816, the American Colonization Society advocated for the emigration or 
expulsion of the  free black population from the United States— a cause 
promoted by founding  father Thomas Jeferson and  later Abraham Lincoln.5

Only in the last de cades of the nineteenth  century did a series of conse-
quential congressional acts and Supreme Court decisions create the frame-
work for a deportation machine  under the exclusive control of a newly created 
federal immigration bureaucracy.6 Granting immigration officials the au-
thority to formally expel also meant that they could use the threat of de-
portation to push  people into the shadows or, in some cases, out of the 
country altogether. This implicit power, as much as the ability to remove 
someone, constituted a key component of the expulsion apparatus. While 
federal authorities have formally deported more than 8 million  people since 
1892, the year they started recording statistics, they have expelled six times 
as many  people via voluntary departure (see figure 1).7

What exactly are voluntary departures? In real ity,  there has been nothing 
voluntary about them. Rather, they have built upon the United States’ long his-
tory of using coercion as a basic governing strategy.8 Unlike  people who 
leave the country on their own volition, individuals who leave via voluntary 
departure do so in response to a direct administrative order from the 
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federal government. The immigration bureaucracy started counting vol-
untary departures in 1927, when many scholars believed they began. Yet 
previously undiscovered archival rec ords reveal that the strategy dates back 
to the first de cade of the twentieth  century.9

Voluntary departures have typically occurred  after an agent apprehended 
someone, coerced the person into agreeing to leave, and then physically re-
moved the individual from the country soon thereafter or confirmed their 
departure within a set period of time. Unlike formal deportations, which 
usually have entailed expensive hearings and extended detention stays for 
 people charged with more serious crimes, voluntary departures have en-
abled low- level officials to use administrative  orders to expedite the expul-
sion of  people charged with immigration violations and other minor infractions. 
They have empowered agents on the border and investigators in immigrant 
communities to act as both judge and jury. They have allowed officials to de-
port  people on the cheap and prevent immigration courts from getting back-
logged. Immigrants have agreed to voluntary departure  because the  legal 
repercussions are not as harsh and entail fewer, if any, obstacles to reenter-
ing the United States.  Until recently, voluntary departures might not have 
even been recorded on a person’s immigration rec ord. By agreeing to leave, 
 people have also minimized their time spent in detention, although  doing so 

1,800,000

1,600,000

1,400,000

1,200,000

1,000,000

800,000

600,000

400,000

200,000

0

Ex
pu

ls
io

ns

Formal deportations

Voluntary departures

1892
1903

1915
1927

1942
1954

Fiscal year
1965

1986
1996

2008
2018

Figure 1.  Formal deportations and voluntary departures, fiscal years 1892–2018.
DHS, YOIS: 2018, 103. Graph by author.



5

has come at a high cost, resulting in the restriction of their rights and pre-
cluding them from fighting their case before an immigration judge. Also, in 
many instances immigrants coerced into leaving have had to pay their own 
way out of the country. When  people have resisted signing a voluntary de-
parture form, authorities have sometimes threatened them or tricked them 
into  doing so, or even forged their signatures.10

Self- deportation, the machine’s third expulsion mechanism, has received 
much attention in recent years, but it too is far from new. In fact, self- 
deportation’s roots are older than the nation itself. In the  middle of the eigh-
teenth  century, towns in colonial New  England implemented a practice 
known as “warning out” to avoid having to provide for  people in need of as-
sistance and to exclude  people who might be carry ing infectious diseases 
like smallpox. A precursor of sorts to  later self- deportation campaigns, warn-
ing out involved officials notifying newcomers that they had to leave town by 
a certain date or be subject to forcible removal by the constable. In some 
cases,  people ignored  these notices and remained in their communities. 
 Others, however, de cided to depart preemptively. One  family unfamiliar with 
the practice of warning out before moving to Mas sa chu setts was “very much 
astonished” when officials served them with a notice to leave. The following 
morning,  after a sleepless night of deliberation, the husband told his wife, 
“I am  going to pack up our  things and go somewhere  else, for this is no  great 
of a place  after all.” Hundreds of  others met a similar fate.11

Since the United States declared its in de pen dence, individuals in posi-
tions of power—as well as ordinary citizens— have continued to use fear in 
order to define who belongs to their communities and to determine who 
must leave. They have deployed dread to rally support for nativist policies 
and draconian enforcement actions based on a supposed Anglo, Protestant, 
law- abiding US citizen “us” and a non- Anglo, non- Protestant, criminal- illegal- 
alien “them.” Much of the fear has served as a tool of overt social control. 
Officials have long used everyday policing, immigration raids, and mass ex-
pulsion drives to remove unauthorized immigrants from the country, but 
they have also relied on the rumors and publicity blitzes surrounding  these 
initiatives to spur self- deportation. Similar to other examples of racial vio-
lence in US history,  these campaigns may have targeted specific individuals 
or a relatively small number of  people, but they have been meant to terrorize 
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entire groups. Even when the threat of expulsion has not scared  people into 
leaving, it has cast a shadow over much of the daily lives of millions.12

How impor tant has expulsion been to the history of the United States? Most 
scholars’ attention has gone to formal deportations during par tic u lar peri-
ods, limiting our ability to grasp deportation’s magnitude and changing na-
ture over time.13 This book is an attempt to see the deportation machine as 
a  whole, looking at all of the forms of expulsion together with the bureau-
cratic, cap i tal ist, and racist imperatives that have driven them over nearly a 
 century and a half. My work connects historical scholarship on the  legal and 
policy foundations of expulsion to journalistic accounts and social scientific 
studies of the con temporary enforcement regime and re sis tance to such 
policies and practices. And perhaps above all, The Deportation Machine ar-
gues that  these vari ous means of expulsion have been a central feature of 
American politics and life since before 1900, and particularly in the post– 
World War II era. The machine’s contribution to the growth of state power 
is remarkable, as is its legacy of creating an exploitable immigrant  labor 
force. Moreover, the malign energies that the machine has unleashed have 
 fueled xenophobia and demonized Asians and Eu ro pe ans, Mexicans and 
Central Americans, Arabs and Muslims.14

Yet examining expulsion over an extended time span makes something 
clear: Although Demo cratic and Republican administrations have targeted 
dif er ent immigrant groups, the history of deportation from the United 
States has been, for the most part, the history of removing Mexicans. Mexi-
cans make up around half of the undocumented immigrant population in US 
history, but they account for nine out of  every ten deportees. This of course 
has much to do with the two countries’ geographic proximity and inter-
twined histories of conquest and vio lence,  labor recruitment and migration, 
economic relations, and  family ties. But it also has to do with the distinctive 
method for deporting most Mexicans.15

Even though Mexicans removed through formal deportation far outnum-
ber any other nationality, the expulsion of the overwhelming majority of 
Mexicans— most of whom had done nothing more than enter the country 
without inspection or overstay a visa— has come via voluntary departure 
and self- deportation. Many Mexicans have returned north  after expulsion, 
in part  because of the  labor demand and higher wages ofered in the United 
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States, and in part  because of their long- standing personal connections as 
well as,  until recently, the border’s relative porousness. Immigration officials 
have deported many individuals on multiple occasions, sometimes while 
they attempted to cross the border, other times as they went about their 
business in a place they had lived for years or even de cades. Some histori-
ans have described voluntary departures and self- deportation drives as part 
of a nod- and- wink agreement between immigration authorities and agricul-
tural business interests that, for most of the twentieth  century, made it seem 
like the former was  doing its job, while keeping the latter happy by enabling a 
steady flow of disposable Mexican workers. However,  these other means of 
deportation have been anything but superficial enforcement tactics. Re-
peated apprehensions, detentions, and deportations have afected Mexi-
cans’ material and psychological well- being, as has living in the United States 
 under the constant threat of forcible separation from one’s  family. Over 
time, the machine has helped create and solidify the ste reo type of Mexi-
cans as prototypical “illegal aliens.”16

When I began working on this book a de cade ago, the first person I went to see 
was Marian Smith, chief of the Historical Research Branch of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s US Citizenship and Immigration Ser vices. That 
morning, in her office in a generic building located north of Washington, 
DC’s Union Station, Smith told me what a historian embarking on a new 
proj ect hopes to never hear: despite the wealth of materials documenting 
the immigration ser vice’s history,  there  were no rec ords on voluntary depar-
tures, much less on self- deportations.  There was nothing for me to look at. 
“That was the  whole point,” she explained. The government’s efort to 
streamline expulsions and cut enforcement expenses depended not only on 
reducing the use of detention and bypassing removal hearings, but also on 
minimizing the pro cessing of apprehended immigrants— and the volumi-
nous rec ords that would generate.17

How does one write a history of something designed to leave no paper 
trail? Compounding this challenge was the fact that the available federal im-
migration rec ords at the National Archives only cover the period up to 
March 1957. Some agency files dated  after that  were destroyed,  others are 
missing, and most of the rest remain unpro cessed and therefore inaccessi-
ble.18 In any case, official accounts do not shed much light on expulsion’s 
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impact on  those most afected: deportees and their families. Their voices 
and perspectives are largely absent from institutional rec ords. Yet in the 
years that followed my meeting with Marian Smith, I discovered fragments 
of this undocumented history scattered across North Amer i ca. Some 
popped up in frequently consulted collections in well- known archives, albeit 
usually in folders that at first glance  didn’t have anything to do with deporta-
tion. I found other key sources in obscure, far- flung places, from a storage 
unit in a building along the 110 freeway in downtown Los Angeles and the 
basement of the US federal district court a few blocks away, to the cramped 
sixth- floor office of a  legal aid organ ization next to the state capitol in Bos-
ton; from the backrooms of a century- old church on the South Side of Chi-
cago, to the folksy National Border Patrol Museum in El Paso, Texas; from 
the plaza of a small town in the central- western Mexican state of Jalisco, to a 
tightly controlled government repository in an unmarked ware house in 
Mexico City. I conducted archival research, crunched numbers from dozens 
of internal statistical reports, filed Freedom of Information Act requests, 
and interviewed mi grants and deportees, their  family members,  lawyers, 
 union organizers, and immigration officials. Eventually, the workings of 
the deportation machine and the experiences of the  people it targeted came 
into view.

The pages that follow illustrate the  great— and often unrecognized— 
lengths the country has gone to purge recent arrivals and long- term resi-
dents alike. They also show how  people have fought back by identifying the 
machine’s weak points and pressing on them. This is therefore a history of 
considerable consequence for citizens and noncitizens, families and local 
communities. It is a history that has  shaped individuals’ lives and the na-
tion’s trajectory. Both timely and timeless, it is a history we all must reckon 
with in order to understand the making of modern Amer i ca.



311

INDEX

Page numbers in italics refer to illustrations and  tables.

Acevedo, Ernesto, 151, 153

activism, against deportation, 135–63, 

168, 191–96, 205; by Chinese, 18–19, 21, 

22–23; by immigrant aid groups and 

allies, 29, 70, 165; by Mexicans during 

1950s boatlifts, 89, 91, 103; by Mexican 

 women, 51, 234n66; in response to ex-

pulsions of US citizens and permanent 

residents, 129, 130

Addams, Jane, 67

Adler, I. M., 73, 74

administrative discretion, 22, 28–29, 

35–36, 47, 157, 170–71

ADO (Mexican bus com pany), 99

age of mass expulsion, 108, 265n2

aggravated felonies, 170–71, 176

Aguirre, Felipe, 157

Ah Ling, 15

airlifts, of deportees, 79–80, 88–89, 102, 

105–6, 191

Airline Transport Carriers, Inc., 79

Air Transport Association of Amer i ca, 89

Alatorre, Soledad “Chole,” 136, 277n12

Alcaraz, Lalo, 192–93

Alfaro, Silvia, 172–73

Alicia (mi grant), 124

Alien and Sedition Acts (1798), 2–3

Alien Criminal Apprehension Program, 

170

Alien Registration Act (1940), 47

Alonso (mi grant), 114

Alvarez, José L., 143

Amer i ca for Americans, 42

American Baptist Churches v. Thornburgh 

(1991), 192

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), 

29, 42, 67, 151

American Colonization Society, 3

American Committee for Protection of 

Foreign Born, 137, 252n113

American Federation of  Labor– Congress 

of Industrial Organ izations (AFL- 

CIO), 138

American GI Forum (AGIF), 48, 59, 81, 143

anarchists, 27, 30, 77

Andreas, Peter, 290–91n21

Angel Island (immigration station), 24, 

26, 76



312

Index

Anti- Chinese Leagues, 19

anticommunism, 52, 60, 179

Anti- Drug Abuse Act (1988), 170

Antiterrorism and Efective Death Penalty 

Act (1996), 179

Arabs, 6, 167, 180

Arpaio, Joe, 182

Arthur, Chester A., 13

Artunez, Fernando, 130

Asia, Asians, 10, 27, 28, 30, 32, 33

Asiatic Exclusion League, 25

asylum seekers and refugees, 125, 162, 

183–85, 187–89, 192, 200–202

banana trade, 83, 86–87

Bannon, Steve, 306n14

Beechie, Charles, 100–101

Belmontes Ramos, Leopoldo, 100

Berkman, Alexander, 30

Bisbee Deportation, 235–36n76

Blum, Bill, 151, 153, 163

boards of special inquiry, 28, 231n47

boatlifts, of deportees, 78–79, 82–105, 

202; deaths during, 98–99, 103; end of, 

103–5; route of, 83

Bogardus, Emory, 45–46

Bonilla, Rubén, Jr., 129–30

Bon Tempo, Carl, 52

border militarization, 166, 168, 174, 191, 

196, 202

Border Patrol, 48, 112, 125, 174; Central 

Americans apprehended by, 187–88; 

deportees’ transportation overseen 

by, 92; establishment of, 33, 40; fear 

instilled by, 35; growth of, 175, 180–81; 

inhumane treatment by, 81, 91–92; 

IRCA funds for, 170; Mexican mi-

grants targeted by, 120–21; miscon-

duct by, 115–16; in Operation Wetback, 

53–58, 62, 66, 69; publicity campaign 

by, 54; Trump supporters within, 198; 

understaffing of, 115; unpopularity 

of, 60

Border Protection, Antiterrorism, and  

Illegal Immigration Control Act 

(Sensenbrenner Bill; 2005), 181, 193

border wall, 174, 178–79, 181, 196, 198, 

290–91n21

Bowman, Bruce, 162

boycotts, 16, 18, 19, 20

Bracero Program, 47, 84, 113; expiration of, 

109, 135–36; Operation Wetback linked 

to, 53, 66, 71–72, 245–46n52

Brewer, David, 23

Brimelow, Peter, 294–95n44

Brodie, J. C., 41–42

Brown, Wendy, 290–91n21

Brown Berets, 155

Brownell, Herbert, 48, 52, 54, 57, 62, 63, 82

Buchanan, Pat, 294–95n44

Buford (Rus sian Ark), 30

Burlingame Treaty (1868), 12, 20

Bush, George H. W., 185

Bush, George W., 179, 181, 197

business of deportation, 73–106, 190–91, 

205

buslifts, of deportees, 55–57, 81, 257n31

Butler, Marvin L., Jr., 95

Byrne, William Matthew, Jr., 160–61, 162

Caldwell, Nathan, 70

California: anti- Chinese sentiment in, 9–21; 

border policing in, 52, 53; demographic 

change in, 171; Gold Rush in, 9, 11, 31–32; 

INS raids in, 123; Operation Wetback in, 

54–59; Proposition 187 in, 172

California Anti- Chinese Non- Partisan 

Association, 19

Camacho, Claudia, 169

Camacho, Conchita, 169

Camacho, Fernanda, 169

Camacho, Gabriela, 169



313

Index

Camejo, Peter, 143

Canada, Canadians, 9, 31, 36, 38, 75, 85,  

162, 171, 177, 183, 233–34n64

Cárdenas, Gilberto, 119

Carr, Walter, 43

Car ter, Harlon B., 58, 65, 91

Car ter, Jimmy, 116, 143

CASA (El Centro de Acción Social 

Autónomo- Hermandad General de 

Trabajadores), 136–39, 140, 141, 143, 145, 

146, 151, 155, 156, 157

Castillo, Leonel, 116–18

 Castle Garden (immigration station), 21

Catholic Church, 136, 143–44, 184

Catholics, 3

Caucasian League, 15

Center for Immigration Studies (CIS), 182

Central Americans, 183–88, 190, 192

Central Pacific Railroad, 14, 19

Centro de Acción Laboral Contra “La 

Migra” ( Labor and Immigration Action 

Center), 155

Cervantes Cervantes, Luis Manuel, 157

Chae Chan Ping, 21

“chain migration,” 199

Chapman, Leonard, F., 111–12, 113

Chavez, Cesar, 112

Chavez, Manuel, 112

Chicago, 27, 53, 88, 194, 202, 203; Mexi-

cans’ deep roots in, 68; Operation 

Wetback in, 62–71, 89

 children: detention and deportation of, 

20, 49– 51, 61, 89, 91, 124, 187, 196, 201– 2, 

204; expulsion via boatlift of, 82, 92, 

94– 95; as long- term residents targeted 

for removal, 125– 27

China, Chinese, 10, 31; anti- immigrant 

sentiment aimed at, 11–24; self- 

deportation by, 13, 34

Chinese Exclusion Act (1882), 13, 20, 74

Chinese Six Companies, 18–19, 21, 22–23

citizens and permanent residents,  

targeting of, 2, 40, 46, 109, 124, 128, 129, 

130, 158, 177–78, 196

Civil War, U.S., 12, 108

Clark, Jane Perry, 232–33n59

Clark, Rollie, 135

class actions, 152, 154, 155, 156, 159–60, 162

Cleveland, Grover, 20, 23

Clinton, Bill, 167, 173, 176, 179, 184, 193, 197

Cold War, 52, 60, 170, 179, 189

Cole, Charles G., 89

Comité Obrero en Defensa de los Indocu-

mentados en Lucha (CODIL), 145

communicable diseases, 2, 5, 22, 25,  

32–33, 77

Corbett, Jim, 192

CoreCivic (Corrections Corporation of 

Amer i ca), 190–91, 199

Corona, Bert, 124, 132, 136, 277n12

cotton, 60

Council Against Discrimination of Greater 

Chicago, 66–67

counsel, right to, 152, 160–61, 162

coyotes (immigrant smugglers), 175

Criminal Alien Program (CAP), 289n12

Cubans, 125, 189–90

Cuccinelli, Ken, 306n14

Customs and Border Protection (CBP), 

180–81

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA), 195, 199

Deferred Action for Parents of US Citizens 

and Lawful Permanent Residents 

(DAPA), 195

De Genova, Nicholas, 179, 271n55, 294n39

de la Colina, Rafael, 43

Department of Health and  Human Ser-

vices (HHS), 202

Department of Homeland Security (DHS), 

179–80, 190, 191, 199, 200, 201, 204



314

Index

deportation, defined, 1, 207–9, 218n1

Deportation and Transportation 

Division, 77

detention: by private prison companies, 

190–91, 202; facilities used for, 25, 56, 89, 

90, 101, 106, 107, 117; financial burden 

of, 29, 77; growth of, 113, 167– 8, 178, 187, 

188– 91, 196, 198, 202, 267n21; and self- 

deportation, 64, 182– 83; by shipping 

companies, 75– 76; and voluntary depar-

ture, 7, 31, 38, 65–66, 154– 55, 285n70; of 

 women and  children, 51, 91, 201– 2

Development, Relief, and Education for 

Alien Minors (DREAM) Act, 195

Diaz, B. D., 58, 247–48n65

Díaz Ordaz, Gustavo, 84, 258n37

Dillingham Commission, 26, 229n42, 

231n47

Dixon-Arnett Bill (1970), 138

Doak, William N., 42–43, 306n14

Dominion Atlantic Railway, 76

DreamActivist, 195

Drew, Fred, 116

drug trafficking, 110, 120–21, 170, 174, 185

due pro cess, 39, 152, 158, 161, 179, 200

Dulles, John Foster, 55–56

Eastland, James, 277–78n14

Echeverría, Luis, 270n49

Ehrlich, Paul, 111

Eisenhower, Dwight, 52, 60

Eisenhower, Mamie, 60

El Centro, Calif., 54, 107, 117, 154, 175, 189

Ellis Island, N.Y., 24, 73, 147, 189

El Salvador, Salvadorans, 183, 185–88, 192, 

200

Emancipación (ship), 82–86, 91, 92, 94–95, 

97, 98, 102

employer sanctions, 138, 143, 170

Endgame (DHS strategic plan), 180

Esquivel, Gabriel, 97

Estévez de Llano, Juana, 51–52

eugenics, 24–25

Eureka, Calif., 13

Eu rope, southern and eastern, 21, 24,  

25, 30

E- Verify, 178

expedited removal, 177, 178

externalizing migration control, 10, 

 183–88

factory workers, 10, 24, 70, 148–49

 family separation, 50–51, 144, 179, 195, 196, 

201, 202, 204

farm workers, 7, 10, 24, 32, 60; in SAW 

program, 165, 166, 169

Farrell, Raymond, 109

FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation), 139

fear campaigns, as deportation strategy, 

1, 5–6, 16–20, 34–35, 58, 61, 70, 119, 168, 

182, 186, 195, 208, 306n14; Mexicans as 

target of, 38, 41–46, 58–59, 67, 123–25, 

129, 131–33, 135, 136, 139, 163, 172–73, 

192, 238n14; Trump’s reliance on, 

202–5

Federation of American Immigration 

Reform (FAIR), 111

Fernández, Celestino, 110–11

Ferree, Frank, 257n30

Field, Stephen, 228n38

Fierro, Romana R., 67

Fifth Amendment, 152, 156, 161

Filipinos, 46

fingerprinting, 10, 47, 267–68n28,  

178–79

Finland, 30

Firth, Robert, 152

Flores García, Javier, 203

Flying Tiger Line, 79–80, 89

Fonda, Jane, 154

Fong Yue Ting v. United States (1893), 

23–24, 74



315

Index

food stamps, 200

Foran Act (1885), 13

Ford, Gerald, 121–22, 281n43

Ford Foundation, 136

Foreign Language Information Ser vice, 29

foreign reshipment, 232–33n59, 309n5

formal deportation, 191–92, 201, 202; cost 

and complexity of, 29–30, 113, 154; 

defined, 207; ebb and flow of, 4, 32, 33, 

167, 168, 178, 196; by judges, 1, 207; of 

Mexicans, 6, 38, 66; origins of, 20–28; 

pro cess of, 28–30; as punishment, 23, 

66, 70, 176–77; reasons for, 34; volun-

tary departure vs., 4, 31, 32, 38, 39, 53, 

108, 113–14, 167, 168

Fourth Amendment, 152

Fox, Vicente, 183

Freedom of Information Act (1967), 8

Frelick, Bill, 184

French Revolution, 3

Frida (ship), 85, 87

Fugitive Slave Act (1850), 3

gangs, 187, 200

Garcia, Hector P., 48

García Bautista, Javier, 134–35

García de Rayos, Guadalupe, 199

garment industry, 122, 144–45, 158, 159, 161

Geary Act (1892), 22, 23

General Agreement on Tarifs and Trade 

(GATT), 171

Gentlemen’s Agreement (1907), 32, 233n62

GEO Group, 190–91, 199

Germany, 10

Giuliani, Rudolph, 190

Goldman, Emma, 30

Gold Rush, 9, 11, 31–32

Goldwater, Barry, 280n38

Gómez, Elena, 51

Gómez– Peña, Guillermo, 193

Gonzales, Jesse, 149, 150, 153, 155

González, María Guadalupe, 148, 150

González Sosa, Rubén, 119

Gordon, Charles, 154

Gore, Al, 173

Grant, Madison, 26

 Great Depression, 41, 45–47, 108, 129

Greeley, Horace, 12

Greene, James F., 272nn58, 61

Griffin, Robert T., 157

Guantánamo Bay, 190

Guatemala, Guatemalans, 183–88, 192, 

247n59

Guthrie, Woody, 79

Gutiérrez, David, 137

Gutiérrez, José Ángel, 143

habeas corpus, 40

Haitians, 184, 189–90, 200

Hanson, Victor Davis, 294–95n44

Harpold, Michael, 131

Harris, George, 35

Hart- Celler Act (1965), 109, 199

Harwood, Edwin, 153–54

Haymarket Bombing, 27

head tax, 27, 33

Hearst, William Randolph, 41

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, 29

Hernández, Alberto, 127–28

Hernández, Álvaro Núñez, 132–33

Hernández, David, 149, 282n49

Hernández, Luisa, 203

Hernández, Manuel Arroyo, 98

Hernández, Miguel, 203

Hernández, Raquel, 128

Hillard, J. B., 115

Hockaday, James A., 82

Homan, Thomas D., 203

homosexuals, 26, 105

Honduras, Hondurans, 185–88

Hoover, Herbert, 40

Hoover, J. Edgar, 28



316

Index

 hotel workers, 70

Howerton Joe, 128, 131

Hull, Harry E., 78

Hull- House, 67–68

Huntington, Samuel, 294–95n44

Idar, Ed, Jr., 59, 81

Illegal Immigration Reform and Im-

migrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA; 

1996), 176–79, 181

Immigrant Youth Alliance, 195

Immigrant Youth Justice League (IYJL), 195

immigration: deportation linked to, 3, 6; 

federal power to regulate, 21, 22, 23

Immigration Act (1891), 21–22, 74

Immigration Act (1903), 32

Immigration Act (1907), 233–34n64

Immigration Act (1910), 27

Immigration Act (1917), 27–28, 74

Immigration Act (1921), 74

Immigration Act (1924), 33, 74

Immigration Act (1929), 40

Immigration Act (1990), 171

Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE), 181, 195, 198–99, 201, 204, 205

Immigration and Nationality Act (1965), 

136, 156, 199

Immigration and Naturalization Ser-

vice (INS), 52, 110, 165–66, 171; 

anti- immigrant groups linked to, 111; 

anti- Mexican racism within, 117–18, 

121, 149; Bracero Program linked to, 

66, 72, 113; bud getary growth of, 115, 

174–75; in California, 54–59, 128–31, 

133–35, 138–39, 141, 144–45, 149–51; in 

Chicago, 62–64, 66–70, 89; criminal-

ization of mi grants and, 170, 177; criti-

cism of, 60, 115; Department of Justice 

takeover of, 47; deportees’ transporta-

tion overseen by, 79–81, 84–89, 91–92, 

95, 97, 98–101, 102, 105–6; detention 

camps of, 89–91, 117, 154–55, 189, 190; 

DHS’s absorption of, 179–80; early 

bureaucratic history of, 230n46; fear 

campaigns by, 58, 61, 67, 70, 133, 135, 

139, 145; growing number of expul-

sions by, 107–8, 109, 111–13; interroga-

tions by, 151–52, 156, 157, 158, 160–62; 

local policing and detention agree-

ments with, 129–30, 190–91; long- term 

residents targeted by, 108, 125–27, 161, 

177, 183, 200, 208; maritime safety ne-

glected by, 97–98, 103–4; misconduct 

within, 115–16; overheated rhe toric 

by, 48; overseas deterrence attempted 

by, 184; publicity campaigns by, 54, 55, 

58, 59, 60–61, 67, 71, 114, 119, 133; racial 

profiling by, 138; raids by, 121–24, 125, 

128–35, 138, 144, 147, 149–51, 158–59, 

161, 238–39n16; re sis tance to, 135–63; 

in Texas, 53, 59–62; voluntary depar-

tures stressed by, 53–54, 72, 108, 109, 

113, 115, 119, 120, 133, 141, 150, 153–54, 

155, 163

Immigration Reform and Control Act 

(IRCA; 1986), 165, 166, 169–70, 185

Immigration Restriction League (IRL), 

24–25, 27, 229n42

Indians, 25

indigenous groups, 2

Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), 

27, 235–36n76

inherent sovereign powers doctrine, 21

INS Council, 115

internal borders, 108, 121–33

Internal Revenue Ser vice (IRS), 113

International Convention for Safety of Life 

at Sea (1948), 98

International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 

Union (ILGWU), 144, 145, 158, 159, 161

Irish, 3, 13, 225n6

Italy, 10, 147, 244n58, 255n17



317

Index

Jacoby, Susan, 265–66n12

Jacques Medina, José “Pepe,” 145, 146, 150, 

155–56, 280n38

Japan, Japa nese, 10, 25, 31, 32, 78

Jaramillo, Charlie, 178

Jeferson, Thomas, 3

Johnson, Albert, 235n72

Johnson, John P., 36

Johnson, Lyndon B., 109

Johnson- Reed Act (1924), 33, 39–40, 75

Joint Commission on Mexican Mi grant 

 Labor, 62

Jova, Joseph J., 119

Kanstroom, Daniel, 27, 170, 221–22n13, 

230n44, 294n43

Kaplan, Amy, 180

Karmiol, Bernard, 159

Kearney, Denis, 13

Keefe, Daniel J., 228–29n41

Kelley, D. R., 250n90

kidnapping, 185

Kirschner, Julie, 306n14

Kline, E. M., 77

Knights of  Labor, 14, 27

Know- Nothing Party, 3, 225n6

know- your- rights workshops, 139–41, 142, 

155, 205

Kobach, Kris, 182–83, 306n14

Koreans, 25

Kozuba, Danny, 177–78

Ku Klux Klan, 42

 Labor and Immigration Action Center 

(Centro de Acción Laboral Contra “La 

Migra”), 155

 labor  unions, 12, 24, 112, 144, 279–80n34

Laferty, John, 201

La Flecha (ship), 84

La Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13; gang), 187

La Opinión (newspaper), 43, 44, 45

La Raza Unida Party, 143

League of United Latin American Citizens 

(LULAC), 59, 129–30, 138, 143

League of Latin American Citizens v. Wilson 

(1995), 192

Lee, Fong, 226n19

 Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles, 150, 

154

Life (magazine), 48

Lincoln, Abraham, 3

literacy tests, 27, 33

Lizárrga, David, 128

Lobaco, Gina, 163

Lodge, Henry Cabot, 229n42

López Rocha, Martín, 153

Los Angeles, 45, 46; gangs in, 187; gar-

ment industry in, 122, 144–45, 158; INS 

aggressiveness in, 123, 128–29, 138, 162; 

Operation Wetback in, 54–59; publicity 

campaigns in, 43, 54; re sis tance move-

ment in, 135, 138–39, 145

Macías- Rojas, Patrisia, 189

Maldonado Martinez, Eustacio, 99–100

maquiladoras, 265n6

Mariel boatlift (1980), 189

marijuana, 110

Márquez, María, 164–65, 166

Márquez, Mario, 164–66, 169

Martínez, María, 132

Martínez, Óscar, 185

Mas sa chu setts, 3, 5, 22

Mazzoli, Romano, 169

McAllen Detention Camp, 89, 90–91, 101; 

escape attempts from, 89, 91

McCarran– Walter Act (1952), 52

McGlashan, Charles Fayette, 17; anti- 

Chinese movement led by, 9–10, 15, 18, 

19, 20; self- deportation pioneered by, 

9–10, 11, 16

McKinley, William, 27



318

Index

McNary, Gene, 162

McWilliams, Carey, 46

media, biased and inflammatory immigra-

tion coverage by, 12, 16–18, 41, 43, 44, 

54–55, 110–11, 265–66n12

Medicaid, 200

Meissner, Doris, 173, 176

Melchor López, Rosa, 134–35, 152–53, 

288n95

Mendarez- Pérez, Laura, 114

Menjívar, Cecilia, 186

Mercurio (ship), 85, 86, 87, 91, 93–94, 95, 

97–98, 100, 102–5

Mexican American Council of Chicago, 67

Mexican American  Legal Defense and 

Education Fund (MALDEF), 136, 143

Mexicans, 3, 77, 190; California deporta-

tion campaign aimed at, 54–59; Chicago 

deportation campaign aimed at, 62–71; 

frequent border crossings by, 6–7; fear 

instilled among, 41, 45–46, 58, 61, 67, 

70, 88, 122, 125, 133, 139; INS’s growing 

focus on, 120;  labor needs filled by, 32, 

110, 113, 119; as long- term residents de-

ported by INS, 126, 161; NAFTA’s efect 

on, 172; self- deportation by, 6, 46, 58, 

64, 70, 71, 72, 133, 172–73; ste reo types 

of, 7, 41–42, 48, 101–2, 104–5, 108–9, 

110–11, 121, 137, 171; Texas deportation 

campaign aimed at, 59–62; undocu-

mented, 74; voluntary departures by, 

6, 31, 34, 38, 53–54, 61, 72, 92, 108–9, 

119–20, 133, 141, 151

Mexican-American War (1846–48), 31

Mexico: Border Industrialization Program 

in, 265n6; cooperation in Operation 

Wetback by, 55–57, 246n56; demo-

graphic changes in, 186; deportations 

from, 183–84, 188; due pro cess lacking 

in, 185; emigration encouraged by, 

119–20; in equality and economic 

 hardship in, 110, 184; NAFTA’s efect on, 

172; revolution in, 32; steamship lines 

in, 78

Midwest Committee for Protection of 

Foreign Born, 70

Miller, Robert L., 159

Miller, Stephen, 306n14

mining, 10, 15; Chinese  labor and, 11

“Minutemen” militias, 182

Mixtec mi grant, 172–73

Molina, Juanita, 203

Mollohan, Robert H., 100, 101

Montes, Juan Manuel, 199

Morales, María Vela, 132–33

Moreno López, Mario, 129, 130

Morris, Fred, 204

MS-13 (La Mara Salvatrucha; gang), 187

Muslims, 6, 180, 181, 198, 204

NAACP  Legal Defense Fund, 136

Naber, Nadine, 181

National Co ali tion for Fair Immigration 

Laws and Practices, 157

National Council for La Raza (NCLR; 

Southwest Council of La Raza; 

 UnidosUS), 136, 143

National Immigrant Youth Alliance, 195

National  Labor Relations Board (NLRB), 

149

National  Lawyers Guild, 156, 278n19, 

284n65

national origins quotas, 33, 52, 109

National Security Entry- Exit Registration 

System, 180

Native Americans, 3

nativism, 21, 24–27, 77, 182, 198, 294–95n44

Navarro, Guillermo, 51

Navarro, Magdalena, 51

Neelly, Marcus T., 55

Nevada, 15

Nevada City, Calif., 15



319

Index

Nevins, Joseph, 174

New York Daily Tribune, 12

New York State, 22

Nielsen, Kirstjen, 304–05n10

Nishimura Ekiu v. United States (1892), 22

Nixon, Richard, M., 110, 111, 121

North American  Free Trade Agreement 

(NAFTA), 171–72, 174, 176, 184

Noval Espinosa, Jorge, 103, 105

Nuce, Charles, 14–15

Numbers USA, 182

Obama, Barack, 195, 196, 197; Central 

Americans apprehended  under, 186–87; 

detention and deportations  under, 1, 

167, 191, 196, 288–89n7, 306n13; refugee 

quota  under, 200; Secure Communities 

program and, 181–82; Trump’s asper-

sions on, 198

O’Bryant, J. L., 134

oil crisis, 110

Olivarez, Juan, 107

Operation Clean Sweep, 115–16, 268–69n37

Operation Cloud Burst, 244n42

Operation Gatekeeper, 174, 175, 176

Operation Global Reach, 184–85

Operation Hold the Line (Operation 

Blockade), 173–74, 175

Operation Intercept, 110

Operation Jobs, 132

Operation Streamline, 181

Operation Wetback, 38, 47–54, 81; in 

California, 54–59; in Chicago, 62–71; 

Mexico’s cooperation in, 55–56, 246n56; 

in Midwest, 250–51n93; as plan to 

deport twenty- five thousand Mexicans, 

53, 244n43; in Texas, 59–62

Order of the Caucasians, 15

Ortega, Edward, 154, 163

“Other Than Mexicans” (OTMs), 120, 186

overpopulation, 111

Pacific Greyhound, 81

Pacific Mail Com pany, 75

Paez, Richard, 284n66

Page Act (1875), 12

Palmer, Mitchell, 28

Panama Mail Steamship Com pany, 78

Partido Acción Nacional (PAN), 104–5

Partido Revolucionario Institucional 

(PRI), 104–5

Partridge, Frank H., 63, 66, 98, 250n90

The Passing of the  Great Race (Grant), 26

passports, 33

PATRIOT Act (2001), 179

Paul VI, Pope, 143

paupers, 2, 3

Pedrosa, Lawrence R., 110–11

permanent residents and citizens,  

targeting of, 2, 40, 46, 109, 124, 128, 129, 

130, 158, 177–78, 196

Pershing Expedition (1916), 52 

Personal Responsibility and Work  

Opportunity Reconciliation Act  

(1996), 179

Phelps Dodge Corporation, 235–36n76

plenary power, 21, 23

Plyler v. Doe (1982), 136

Poland, 10

polygamy, 22

The Population Bomb (Ehrlich), 111

Port Isabel, Texas, 82, 83, 85, 91–92, 95–96, 

117, 189

Post, Louis F., 29

Powderly, Terrence V., 228–29n41

prevention through deterrence, 74, 174–75, 

202

Prieto, María Fernanda, 51

private contracting, 73–106

private prisons, 167, 190, 199, 267n21

Progressive Era, 21, 26

Proposition 187 (Calif.), 172, 176,  

179, 192



320

Index

prosecutorial discretion, 195, 198,  

294n43

prostitution, 12, 26–27, 50

Pruneda, Porfirio Flores, 89, 91

“public charges,” 22, 24, 27, 75, 77, 200

quarantine, 33

quotas: by national origin, 33, 52, 109; for 

refugees, 200

Rabasa, Emilio, 270n49

racial profiling, 138, 180, 182

raids, by immigration officials, 182, 199, 

204; during the 1970s–80s, 108, 109, 

121–25, 127, 128–33, 138, 139, 143, 144, 145, 

158–59, 161; during the  Great Depres-

sion, 42–45, 238–39n16; during Opera-

tion Wetback, 56; during the Red Scare, 

28, 29, 35; at Sbicca of California, 134–35, 

149–51, 155, 163

railroads, 10, 70; braceros and, 47; Chinese 

 labor and, 11, 14; government contracts 

with, 77; Mexican immigration aided 

by, 32

Ramírez, Gustavo, 114

Ramírez, Socorro, 131

Ramírez Medina, Daniel, 199

Reagan, Ronald, 165, 169, 170, 184, 189

Red Scare, 30, 35

Reed, David, 235n72

 Reese, John D., Jr., 100, 101–3

Refugee Act (1980), 289n8

refugees and asylum seekers, 125, 162, 

183–85, 187–89, 192, 200–202

“remote control,” 10, 183–88

Reich, Robert, 173

reinstatement of removal, 177, 178

religious groups, 2

Reno, Janet, 173

restaurant workers, 70

Retail Clerks Union, 149, 151, 155, 285n69

return and repeat migration, 74, 99, 114–15, 

120, 126–27, 209

“revolving door” efect, 108, 113–15, 119, 131, 

209, 268n29

Reyes, Silvestre, 173

Reza, Salvador, 127, 273–74n73

Richardson, Larry, 183

Roberts, Maurice, 160

Rocha, José T., 84–87, 126

Rock Springs, Wyo., 14

Rodino, Peter, 112, 138

Rodino Bill (1972), 138, 277–78n14

Rodríguez, Antonio, 151, 153, 282n52

Rodríguez, Jacobo, 155, 156

Rodríguez, Raul, 278n19

Roo se velt, Theodore, 27

Rosenbaum, Mark, 151, 153, 155, 156–57, 160, 

163, 285n70

Rus sia, 10; revolution in, 30

Rus sian Ark (SS Buford), 30

Russo, Philip, 144

Rutledge, Burtch I., 49, 241–42n31

Sahli, Walter A., 63–64, 65–66, 68–71

Salazar, Rubén, 123, 124, 271–72n57

sanctuary movement, 192, 198

San Diego, 106, 171, 174–75, 204

Sanger, Margaret, 241–42n31

Sargent, Frank P., 228–29n41

Saxbe, William B., 121

Sbicca, Arthur, 147–48, 149, 159, 280–81n42

Sbicca, Arthur, Jr., 149

Sbicca, Dominic, 149

Sbicca, Francesco, 147

Sbicca, Frank Jr., 280–81n42

Sbicca, Peter, 280–81n42

Sbicca of California, Inc., 134–35, 147–64, 

284–85n68

Schey, Peter, 150–53, 156, 157, 160, 162

Schuck, Peter, 286n77

scientific racism, 24



321

Index

Scott, William L., 20

Scott Act (1888), 20–21

Secure Communities program, 181–82,  

199

Secure Fence Act (2006), 181

Segal, Jay, 154

self- deportation, 1–2, 5–7, 10, 11, 168, 172, 

181, 208–9; activists’ critiques of, 193; 

anti- Chinese vio lence and, 13–14, 34–35; 

INS targeting Mexicans for, 6, 38, 

42–46, 58, 64, 70, 71, 72, 133; nativists’ 

push for, 182–83; Truckee method of, 

14–20; Trump administration’s reliance 

on, 202–3, 205; “warning out” as early 

example of, 5

Sensenbrenner Bill (Border Protection, 

Antiterrorism, and Illegal Immigration 

Control Act; 2005), 181, 193

September 11 attacks, 166–67, 179

Sessions, Jef, 201, 306n14

settler colonialism, 3, 188

sexual abuse, 115, 126, 145, 148, 185

shipping companies, 75–76, 79, 83

shoe manufacturing, 147–49

Sierra, Roberto, 129

Sierra, Salvador, 129

Silva program, 125

silver, 15

Simon, Jonathan, 188

Simpson, Alan, 169

Sims, R. B., 78

Sisson and Crocker (firm), 19

Sixth Amendment, 152

slavery, 3, 12

smallpox, 5, 96

Smith, Langdon, 165

Smith, Marian, 7, 8

Smith, Philip H., 118, 150, 151, 287n87

smuggling, of immigrants, 131, 175, 184

Southern Pacific Com pany, 77–78

South Sudan, 200

Southwest Council of La Raza (National 

Council for La Raza; NCLR; UnidosUS), 

136, 143

Special Agricultural Workers (SAWs), 165, 

166, 169

Spicer, Sean, 199

statistics, politics of, 119–21, 269n46, 

270–71n51

statute of limitations, on deportation, 27, 

39–40, 229–30n44, 230n45

Steiner, Edward, 227n32

stipulated removal, 177

Swing, Joseph M., 54, 63, 112; boatlift  

resumption backed by, 105; border  

security stressed by, 57;  legal  labor 

supply promised by, 59; Mexican  

boatlift and, 85–86, 87–88; military 

 career of, 52; public scrutiny of, 

250n90; Operation Wetback viewed 

by, 62, 71

Tacoma, Wash., 14

Tanton, John, 111, 182

Temporary Protected Status (TPS), 

185–86, 199–200

terrorism, 179–81

Texas, 51, 79, 81, 82, 88, 107, 117, 121, 143,  

177, 201, 202; Operation Wetback in, 

59–62

Thirteenth Amendment, 12

Trade Adjustment Assistance, 148

trainlifts, of deportees, 61, 75, 77–78, 81, 

84, 88, 99, 105, 113

Transportes Marítimos Refrigerados 

(TMR), 82–87, 95, 97–98, 101, 105

Transportes Marítimos y Fluviales (TMF), 

82–87, 95, 97

Truckee, Calif., 9, 11, 14–19, 34

Truckee Republican, 16–18

Trujillo, Gilbert P., 81

Trump, Donald J., 1, 197–203, 205



322

Index

287(g) program, 179, 181, 195, 199, 204, 

293n33

typhus, 32–33

unemployment, 12, 33, 41, 110, 119, 184, 190

 unions, 12, 24, 112, 144, 279–80n34

United Auto Workers, 145

United Brotherhood of Carpenters, 145

United Electrical Workers, 145

United Farm Workers (UFW), 112

United Nations Convention relating to the 

Status of Refugees, (1951), 185

United We Dream, 195

Uniting and Strengthening Amer i ca by 

Providing Appropriate Tools Required 

to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism 

Act (USA PATRIOT Act; 2001), 179

Vallejo, Arturo, 149, 152

Vallejo et al. v. Sureck (1978), 159–60; as test 

case, 284n65

Van Vleck, William, 231n50

Vásquez, Mario, 144

Velasquez, Louis, 128

Veracruz (ship), 83–86, 91, 94–95, 97

veterans, deportation of, 196

vigilantism, 13–14, 15–16, 23, 35, 182

Villa, Pancho, 52

visas, 40, 166, 200, 203

Visel, Charles P., 43, 45, 306n14

Vizguerra, Jeanette, 203

voluntary departure, 11, 30–36, 135, 232n58; 

cost- efectiveness of, 2, 4, 7, 31, 40, 

113–14, 234n69, 245n46; decline in, 167, 

202; defined, 3–4, 208; drawbacks of, 

4–5; formal deportation vs., 4, 31, 32, 38, 

39, 53, 108, 113–14, 167, 168; form used 

for, 141, 142; of Mexicans, 6, 31, 34, 38, 

53–54, 61, 72, 92, 108–9, 119–20, 133, 141, 

151; Operation Wetback linked to, 53; 

plea bargaining likened to, 1; preva-

lence of, 53–54, 72, 108, 109, 113, 115, 119, 

120, 133, 141, 150, 153–54, 155, 163, 208; 

statutory authority for, 47

Walters, William, 87

“warning out,” 5

Warren, Robert, 269n46

Washington Territory, 14

Watergate scandal, 121

White, Carl, 30

“white slavery,” 27

Wilmoth, Grover Cleveland, 37, 40, 

236–37n1

Wilson, Pete, 171–74, 176, 193

Wilson, Woodrow, 27

 women, 24, 27, 242n32; activism by, 51, 

234n66; apprehension and deportation 

of, 13, 14, 16, 20, 49–51, 61, 82, 89, 92, 

94–95, 124, 134–35; husbands’ deporta-

tion called for by, 51–52; immigration 

authorities’ harshness  toward, 50–51; as 

laborers, 122, 148, 265n6, 279–80n34; as 

long- term residents apprehended by INS, 

125, 126; racist ste reo types of, 12, 49, 111; 

sexual abuse of, 115, 126, 145, 148, 185

Wong, Linda, 282n49

Woods, Arthur, 45

Workingmen’s Party of California,  

12–13

World War I, 27, 29, 30, 32, 52, 77

World War II, 47, 52

Wyoming Territory, 14

xenophobia, 6, 10, 24, 29, 110, 197, 

294–95n44

Yellow Line (Mexican bus com pany), 81

“Yellow Peril,” 25

Zero Population Growth (ZPG), 111

“zero tolerance” policy, 181, 200–202

Zetas (Mexican cartel), 185

Zul, Esteban, 192–93




