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A STATE (UN)LIKE
ANY OTHER STATE

“Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.”

SAMUEL 8:5

The eminent Oxford philosopher Isaiah Berlin took great plea-
sure in telling the story of a party he attended in the 1930s
where the later president of the State of Israel, Chaim Weiz-
mann, then the leader of the World Zionist Organization, was
asked by an aristocratic British lady admirer, “Dr. Weizmann,
I do not understand. You are a member of the most cultured,
civilized, brilliant and cosmopolitan people in history and you
want to give it all up to become—Albania?” According to
Isaiah Berlin, Weizmann pondered thoughtfully and slowly
on the question, then his face lit up like a light bulb. “Yes!” he
exclaimed: “Albania! Albania!”

To become a people like any other people! That was the
idea that many Zionists had in mind when they set out to real-
ize their project to create a Jewish state. The Declaration of
Independence of the State of Israel internalized this notion in
a central passage that stresses “the natural right of the Jewish
people to be masters of their own fate, like all other nations,
in their own sovereign State.” Jews, so their argument went,
had always been the archetypal “other” in history. Only by
ending the “abnormal” situation of their dispersion in a world-
wide diaspora and by reestablishing their own state after two
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2 INTRODUCTION

millennia would “normality” be regained in the form of a
small Jewish state. Thus, the Jews would become “a nation like
all other nations” and their state a state like all other states—
an imagined Albania.'

Over two millennia Jews had received attention way be-
yond their numerical strength, as historian David Nirenberg
observed: “For several thousand years people have been think-
ing about Judaism. Ancient Egyptians spent a good deal of
papyrus on the Hebrews; early (and not so early) Christians
filled pages attempting to distinguish between Judaism and
Christianity, the New Israel and the Old; Muhammad’s fol-
lowers pondered their Prophet’s relation to Jews and ‘Sons of
Israel’; medieval Europeans invoked Jews to explain topics as
diverse as famine, plague, and the tax policies of their princes.
And in the vast archives that survive from Early Modern and
Modern Europe and its cultural colonies, it is easy enough to
demonstrate that words like Jew, ‘Hebrew, ‘Semite,’ ‘Israelite,
and ‘Israel,’ appear with a frequency stunningly disproportion-
ate to any populations of living Jews in these societies.”>

The sociologist Zygmunt Bauman called this phenomenon
“allosemitism.” In contrast to the negative “antisemitism” and

» <«

the positive “philosemitism,” “allosemitism,” which is based
on the Greek word for “other,” simply refers “to the practice
of setting the Jews apart as people radically different from all
the others, needing separate concepts to describe and compre-
hend them and special treatment in all or most social inter-
course. . . . It does not unambiguously designate either hatred
or love of Jews, but contains the seeds of both, and assures
that whichever of the two appears, is intense and extreme.”
Allosemitism was endemic to Europe and beyond due in large
part to the legacy of the Christian church, which put the Jews

“in the role of ambivalence incarnate.” They were beloved as
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the people of Jesus but hated as Christ-killers; they were held
in esteem for the Old Testament, but despised for not accept-
ing its prophecies as interpreted by the New Testament. In
modernity, Jews became the most mobile of all pariahs and
parvenus. “They were the epitome of incongruity: a non-
national nation, and so cast a shadow on the fundamental
principle of modern European order: that nationhood is the
essence of human destiny.”*

The image of the Jews as the “other” was of course used by
Jews themselves as well, and this from earliest times. It origi-
nates with the biblical notion of a “chosen people” and is re-
peated in various forms throughout the books of the Bible and
later in rabbinical literature and Jewish liturgy. The daily
Alenu prayer contains the passage, “For God did not make us
like the nations of other lands, and did not make us the same
as other families of the Earth. God did not place us in the
same situations as others, and our destiny is not the same as
anyone else’s.” Otherness is already cited in ancient Jewish
sources as the cause for anti-Jewish hatred. According to the
biblical book of Esther, Haman, the advisor to the Persian
king, claimed:

There is a certain people dispersed among the peoples in
all the provinces of your kingdom who keep themselves
separate. Their customs are different from those of all other
people, and they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the
king’s best interest to tolerate them. If it pleases the king,
let a decree be issued to destroy them. (Esther 3:8—9).

While the modern Jewish Reform movement tried to
eliminate some of the self-distinctions in liturgy and practice,
the notion that the Jews remained different was shared by
many Jews and non-Jews alike in the twentieth century. Israel
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Mattuck, the most prominent Liberal rabbi in England in the
first half of the twentieth century, wrote in 1939: “The Jews
are anomalous because they do not fit into any of the three
normal categories for the classification of human groups. . . .
Though the Jews are not a race, they are a separate group;
though they are not a nation, they have from remote times
memories of a national life; though they are dispersed, they
are unified. The unity of the Jews is psychological, produced
by their religion, history, and experience. The Jews are
unique.”

Zionism aimed to overcome this sense of otherness by forc-
ing the Jews to fit into categories valid in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. Once they were universally regarded as a
nation and had their own state, they would no longer be vul-
nerable to assaults against their alleged uniqueness and cease
to be victims of antisemitic attacks. The Zionist Joseph Heller
summarized this attitude when he wrote shortly before the
State of Israel was founded: “A nation, like an individual, is
normal and healthy only when it is able to use a// forms of
innate gifts and harmoniously to unfold a// forms of economic
and cultural creativeness. For this purpose the nation needs
political freedom and the right to utilize the natural resources
of the soil as the basis of its economic growth. The task of
normalization means for the Jews a real ‘transvaluation of
values,” because of the unquestioned hegemony of the spirit
throughout Diaspora history. . . . Above all, the nation must
‘return to the soil’ not only in the physical sense but also in
the psychological.”®

Seventy years after the establishment of the State of Israel,
Israel has achieved many goals of the Zionist movement, but
the plan to become a state “like any other” has not been ful-
filled. If the Jews were the archetypical “other” in history,
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ironically, Israel—which so much wanted to avoid the stamp
of otherness—has become the Jew among the nations. The
Jewish state is rarely conceived as just a state like any other
state, but rather as unique and exceptional: it is seen either as
a model state or as a pariah state.

Israel ranks as 148th of the 196 independent states in terms
of geographical area, and as 97th in terms of population,
which is somewhere between Belize and Djibouti. However,
the international attention it attracts is exponentially greater
than that of Belize or Djibouti, or for that matter Albania.
Considering only the volume of media attention it attracts,
one might reasonably assume that the Jewish state is in the
same league as the United States, Russia, and China. In the
United States, for the last three decades, Israel has figured
more prominently than almost any other country in foreign
policy debates; in polls across Europe, Israel is considered to
be the greatest danger to world peace; and in Islamic societies
it has become routine to burn Israeli flags and argue for Is-
rael’s demise. No other country has been the subject of as
many UN resolutions as Israel. At the same time, many people
around the world credit Israel with a unique role in the future
course of world history. Evangelical Christians regard the Jew-
ish state as a major player in their eschatological model of
the world. Their convictions have influenced US policies in
the Middle East and the opinions of some political leaders
in other parts of the world. Following Zygmunt Bauman’s
concept, one might speak today of a phenomenon called
allo-Zionism.

The idea of exceptionalism exists, of course, in many other
national narratives as well. The Greeks regarded all other na-
tions as barbarians, and the French believed in their mission
cwilisatrise. Over decades, historians have had heated discus-
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sions over the thesis of a peculiar path of German history.”
And, as C. Vann Woodward reminded us, American histori-
ans have always been accused of laying “excessive claims to
distinctiveness and uniqueness in their national experience.”®
“American Exceptionalism” has been characterized by values
such as freedom, egalitarianism, and laissez-faire principles.”
The United States of America also shares with Israel the notion
of being a “chosen nation,” as Todd Gitlin and Liel Leibovitz
have noted: “Amid an epic history of claims to heaven-sent
entitlement, only two nation-states stand out for the funda-
mental, continuous, and enduring quality of their convictions,
and the intense seriousness (and hostility) with which others
take their claims: the United States and Israel.”’® What distin-
guishes the case of Israel from other exceptionalisms is the fact
that it is regarded as an exceptional state not only by itself, but
by much of the rest of the world as well. Based on the accounts
in the foundational texts of both Christianity and Islam,
where the Jews were often viewed as the prototypical other,
the Jewish state became the collective expression of “the other
state.” Even in scholarship, both in Israel and outside the Jew-
ish state, it seems almost normal to point to the abnormal
character of Israel’s history. Historians, sociologists, and politi-
cal scientists provide many different interpretations of Israel,
but they seem to agree on its uniqueness. To cite a few random
contemporary examples: Daniel Elazar’s study of Israel’s soci-
ety begins with the sentence, “The State of Israel is, in many
respects, sui generis.”"" Uri Bialer opens his analysis of Israel’s
foreign policy as follows: “Among the nations of the world
Israel is unique.”" Todd Gitlin and Liel Leibovitz claim: “Why
not inter the Zionist movement in the history books and turn
to the governance of an ordinary state in a world of states? The
answer is obvious. Israel is not, has never been, and can never
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be an ordinary state.”” Law professor Yedidia Stern takes a
clear position when he states: “The State of Israel cannot be
satisfied with a ‘normal’” democratic existence and should not
divest itself of its Jewish uniqueness.”* Michael Barnett writes
in his study on Israel’s alleged singularity: “Israel slips through
the cracks because it is perceived as existing outside or blur-
ring most conceptual boundaries and categories.”” And to
provide one last example among many, Jerold Auerbach states:
“Israel remains a historic anomaly.”*®

Authors critical of Israel, or even hostile toward it, often
share this perception of Israel’s anomaly, though coming at it
from the opposite point of view. American-Palestinian literary
scholar and political activist Edward Said, for example, has
claimed: “A Jewish state is on national, religious, cultural, ju-
ridical, and political grounds different from any other state.”
In his view, the Jewish search for normality results in the ab-
normal situation of the Palestinians: “If, in a Jewish state, nor-
mality is defined by Jewishness, abnormality is the normal
condition of the non-Jew.””” Referring to Said’s model, North-
eastern University economist M. Shahid Alam, who denies
Israel’s right of existence, suggests: “A deeper irony surrounded
the Zionist project. It proposed to end Jewish ‘abnormalcy’ in
Europe by creating an ‘abnormal’ Jewish state in Palestine. . . .
Clearly, the Zionists were proposing to trade one ‘abnormalcy’
for a greater, more ominous one.”® Zionists and anti-Zionists,
Israelis, and opponents of the Jewish state seem to agree on
one thing: Israel is different from other states.

The ultimate irony is that the term “normalization,” so
often employed by Zionists in order to correct the path of
Jewish history, has in the twenty-first century received a mean-
ing turned against Israel. Resistance against the normalization
of relations with a Jewish state has characterized those who
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identify Israel as a settler-colonialist state. It has become a
frequent slogan in the BDS (Boycott, Divest, and Sanction)
campaign. Normalization stands for them as a “colonization
of the mind.” As one activist website puts it: “The normaliza-
tion of Isracl—normalizing the abnormal—is a malicious and
subversive process that works to cover up injustice and colo-
nize the most intimate parts of the oppressed: their mind.”"
In the eyes of the opponents of Israel’s normalization, Israel
should be treated differently from other states and ultimately
become what the Jews have always been: the other, the abnor-
mal. Thus, the use of the concept of normalization, launched
by the Zionist movement in the late nineteenth century as a
response to antisemitism has gone full circle. Used in its nega-
tive sense, it now serves the opponents of Israel to delegitimize
the existence of the Jewish state.

There are numerous reasons why many people perceive the
tiny State of Israel as unique and ascribe to it a meaning of
universal significance. To start with, it was probably naive to
assume that the centuries-old stereotype of the Jew as the clas-
sical outsider would simply disappear with the advent of the
Zionist movement. Stereotypes and opinions of the Jews have
been etched so deeply into the minds of so many people across
the world that an indifferent position toward a Jewish state is
almost impossible. As if this were not enough, Israel’s birth
was directly connected to a genocide unique in modern his-
tory. Moreover, in contrast to other modern states, most of
Israel’s first-generation citizens did not originate in the terri-
tory that would later become their state. Neither did their
immediate ancestors. Israel has the unique distinction of
being what we might call an almost completely “imported
nation.”
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A closer look will show that there is an additional element
in Zionist history that runs counter to Weizmann’s desire to
become just another Albania, a desire that will be explored in
greater depth in this book. While he and other Zionist think-
ers and Israeli statesmen claimed to strive simply for a state
“like all other states,” they themselves were in reality not satis-
fied with such a concept. They aspired to more, namely to
create a model state and thus to fulfill the goal of the ancient
prophets that Israel become “a light unto the nations.”*® It was
this internal contradiction between an aspired normality and
a claimed uniqueness that constituted and continues to con-
stitute an enormous challenge for the self-definition of the
Jewish state.

Beginning with the founder of political Zionism, Theodor
Herzl, there existed always a very strong conviction among
Zionists that a Jewish state must be a model society for all
humankind. David Ben-Gurion, the most important political
leader in Palestine from the 1930s and the first prime minister
of Israel, repeatedly called for the establishment of a state that
would fulfill the biblical vision of the Jews as a “light unto the
nations.” This demand is reiterated by a long line of Israeli
leaders, all the way up to Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu. In an address at the Herzliya Conference in 2010, for
example, he called the Jewish people “a proud people with a
magnificent country and one which always aspires to serve as
‘a light unto the nations.’ »2 His education minister, Gideon
Sa’ar, declared that the task of the country’s education system
should be turning the country into “a light unto the na-
tions.”** Official Israel continues to display this ideal in many
variations and on many different levels. Thus, visitors arriv-
ing at Ben-Gurion Airport today (2017) are confronted in an
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exhibition on Zionist and Israeli history with Theodor Herzl’s
words: “Zionism encompasses not only the hope of a legally
secured homeland for our people . . . but also the aspiration
to reach moral and spiritual perfection.”??

Concepts like “normality” and “uniqueness” cannot be
measured scientifically. They are a matter of subjective percep-
tion.”* Israel’s exceptionalism might well be a myth, but like
every well-cultivated myth it has become a reality in the imagi-
nation of many people. This book does not try to substantiate
or demystify the question of whether Israel is a unique state
or a “state like any other state.” It describes rather a discourse
over exactly this question, which runs like a scarlet thread
through the text. It will serve us as a key for addressing the
most important questions for accessing the very nature of this
first Jewish state in modern history. Is it a state based on a
common ethnicity or religion? Should it be a state where Jews
from the whole world can find a safe haven but continue to
live their lives just as they did before in their old homes, or
should it be a Jewish state in which they will cleave to new
values, different from those of their countries of origin? What
are the borders of this state? And what is the role of non-Jews
in a Jewish state?

This book traces the tensions between particularistic and
universal elements in the idea of a Jewish state by recounting
how Zionist visionaries imagined such a state and how Israeli
leaders implemented these ideas over the course of a century.
It is not a history of Israel’s wars and its politics, but concen-
trates instead on the essential question of the meaning of this
state and its transformation.”® It tells the story of a state as it
emerges in the minds of its own leaders and in the imagina-
tion of the larger world. It is the story of the real and the
imagined Israel, of Israel as a state and as an idea.
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The history of Israel has always been a global history, for
the very reason that the Jewish people were spread around the
globe. Political Zionism has its roots in various parts of Eu-
rope, it spread to America, and it has affected the Jewish com-
munities in the Middle East and North Africa. Histories of
Zionism and of Israel often neglect to show, however, the
context in which their main protagonists acted. Thus, it is
almost forgotten today that the Zionist movement was just
one of several paths European Jews sought to take in order to
“normalize” their peculiar situation. That is why this book
opens with a chapter on a crucial year in Jewish history, 1897.
It was a watershed year for modern Jewish history, and not
only because the First Zionist Congress convened that year.
Within a few months, four distinct new paths for a projected
“normalization” of Jewish history were publicly proposed:
Radical assimilationism, diaspora Autonomism, socialist
Bundism, and political Zionism. As the first chapter of this
book will show, the emergence of Zionism as a political move-
ment has to be seen in the larger context of competing Jewish
responses to the challenges of the new century.

The second chapter traces the Kulturkampf within the
Zionist movement between the concepts of a state of the Jews
and a Jewish state. One model was Theodor Herzl’s New So-
ciety, which projected not only a refuge for persecuted Jews,
but also an exemplary society for all humankind. This society
was to be Jewish mostly in the sense that the majority of its
members would be Jews. However, they would neither speak
Hebrew (nor Yiddish), nor would Jewish culture or religion
play any significant role in their foundational concepts. Herzl’s
Seven-Hour-Land, based on the idea of a seven-hour working
day, would be a cosmopolitan model state, emphasizing social
improvement and technological innovation. He portrayed it
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as a tolerant society, embracing Jews and non-Jews, and deny-
ing membership only to those who aspired to establish an
exclusive theocracy at the expense of others. His model com-
peted with more particularistic paradigms. Cultural Zionists
strove for the renewal of the Hebrew language and the cre-
ation of a distinct secular Jewish culture, while socialist Zion-
ists aimed at creating an ideal “New Jew,” who would work
the soil in a collectivist settlement (kibbutz), and religious Zi-
onists envisioned a society based on halakha, the principles of
Jewish religious law. For all of them, Herzl’s model meant
simply imitating bourgeois European culture and transport-
ing a Western European society to the Middle East, or in other
words, assimilation on a collective scale. While Herzl wanted
to save the Jews from antisemitism, other Zionists wanted to
save Judaism and Jewish culture from complete assimilation.

Chapter 3 discusses the road to statehood in the wake of
the Balfour Declaration of 1917 that had promised the Jews “a
national home in Palestine,” but without defining what ex-
actly was meant by this vague term. The Zionists, too, re-
mained unclear for a long time about the meaning of Jewish
sovereignty. Based on recent scholarship, I will suggest that
for the mainstream General Zionists led by Chaim Weizmann
and for the socialist Zionists led by David Ben-Gurion, far-
reaching autonomy under British or international rule seemed
a more realistic option than full independence until World
War II. Even the nationalist Revisionists around Vladimir
Ze’ev Jabotinsky, who fought for a Jewish state on both sides
of the Jordan River, proposed concepts quite different from
what would eventually become the State of Israel. In Jabotin-
sky’s vision of a greater Palestine on both sides of the Jordan
River, Arabs would not only enjoy full equality, they would
be represented at the highest echelons of power.
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This chapter looks at the different blueprints for a future
Jewish national home, both inside and outside of Palestine.
The various concepts of a future Jewish society zn Palestine
were part of a broader global struggle to establish a place for
Jewish self-determination. During the 1920s and 30s the rise
of right-wing antisemitic regimes in Europe increased the
sense of urgency for a Jewish place of refuge anywhere in the
world. In contrast to the Zionists who envisioned Jews settling
in their historical homeland, the Territorialists advocated for
the creation of a Jewish territory either in Australia, East Af-
rica, or South America, places where they supposedly would
not encounter opposition. By relinquishing the idea of con-
necting this territory with their ancient past, they also relin-
quished to a large degree the notion of uniqueness that came
with that past. And it was precisely the lack of this historic
notion that made the idea unpopular among most Jews. A
Jewish state in East Africa or South America might have
seemed pragmatic at the time and, in retrospect, it might well
have saved many lives, but it lacked the emotional attraction
of the Zionists’ plan tied to the Jews’ ancestral land.

As mentioned above, the Declaration of Independence of
the State of Israel internalized the notion of the “normaliza-
tion” of Jewish history in a central passage that stresses “the
natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own
fate, like all other nations, in their own sovereign State. Jews,
so the argument went, had always been the archetypal “other”
in history. Only by ending the “abnormal” situation of their
dispersion in a worldwide diaspora and by reestablishing
their own small Jewish state after two millennia would nor-
mality be regained. But their idea was not to create a state
“like any other state,” for the founders maintained that a
Jewish state arising from a catastrophe, which they viewed as
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the culmination of a long history of suffering, was obligated
to play a unique role: It should become the materialization of
the biblical mission of the Jews as “a light unto the nations.”
The rejection of the state’s existence by its Arab neighbors only
strengthened its need for legitimacy.

Chapter 4 explains what Ben-Gurion and Israel’s first gov-
ernments envisioned in striving to become a model society
for all humankind—and what the idea of a Jewish state meant
after the State of Israel was established. It follows also the re-
peated attempts to define who is Jewish in a Jewish state. The
Law of Return of 1950 stated that every Jew had the right to
“return” to Israel and would be granted Israeli citizenship—
but it left the legal definition of who was a Jew open. In an
unprecedented action, Ben-Gurion sent out a letter to fifty of
the most respected Jewish intellectuals all over the world ask-
ing them to provide their definition on the question of who
is a Jew—and thus qualified to become an Israeli citizen. Sev-
eral times, Israel’s Supreme Court and Israel’s parliament, the
Knesset, uttered their own verdicts on this question. Their
broad and inclusive definitions reflected the secular nature of
the Jewish state during the first decades of its existence.

In 1967, Israel experienced its second founding. With its
triumphant victory in the Six-Day War, Israel stood once again
in the spotlight of the entire world. It emerged as a regional
power and became identified with the biblical Goliath rather
than with its traditional image of David, the underdog. In
addition, with newly conquered territories in the Golan
Heights, the West Bank of the Jordan River, East Jerusalem,
the Gaza Strip, and the Sinai Peninsula, Israel came to govern
over a much larger Arab population. The political climate
within the country became increasingly nationalistic, and the
triumph of rightwing parties under Menachem Begin in the
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1977 elections was regarded as a revolution in Israeli politics.
Perhaps the most significant transformation of Israel’s society
is to be found during this decade.

As told in chapter s, the shortlived reality of a small and
modest state was now replaced by the lavish vision of a Greater
Israel, often interpreted as a fulfillment of Israel’s divine mis-
sion and the unique role the Jewish state has to play in history.
Combined with the political and religious radicalization of
the Palestinian population, this not only led to new conflicts,
such as the two Palestinian uprisings, but also to a precipitous
decline in popularity of the secular and socialist models of the
state’s early leaders. Instead, more nationalistic and more reli-
gious definitions of the uniqueness of the Jewish state gained
ground. The settler ideal began to replace the kibbutz ideal,
the idea of the holy land superseded that of the secular state.

This process was briefly interrupted in the 1990s, when an
alternative vision of Israel as part of a new Middle East
emerged. Under Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, and with the
participation and encouragement of the United States, Israel
signed a peace agreement with the Jordanians in 1994. (A simi-
lar understanding had been reached with Egypt already in
1978.) The Oslo Accords, reached in 1993 and then 1995 with
the Palestinians, signaled a new approach of reconciliation—
and normalization. Rabin’s long-time associate (and rival)
Shimon Peres imagined a region in which Israel and the Arab
states would be united in their aspirations for a common eco-
nomic market and for political stability. Ultimately, they failed
in their attempts to create normality for the Jewish state as an
integral part of the Middle East.

The assassination of Rabin by a Jewish extremist, the fol-
lowing wave of violence, and the inflexibility of the Palestin-
ian leadership brought the peace process to a standstill. But
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Israeli society continued its process of transformation. In eco-
nomic terms, it was transformed into a firstworld country, a
fact formally recognized by its joining the OECD in 2010. The
Israel of the twenty-first century has been dubbed “the Start-
Up Nation,” and has one of the world’s most successful high-
tech industries. There was a price to pay, however. The state
that once was proud of the relative equality in the lifestyle of
its citizens has become a society with a wide gap between rich
and poor.

Global Israel is far more than a phenomenon of the eco-
nomic market. While most of Israel’s new immigrants at the
turn of the millennium came from the former Soviet Union,
there are also “new Jews” knocking at Israel’s doors. Millions
of people in Africa and Asia who define themselves as descen-
dants of the so-called lost tribes of the biblical Israelites would
be eligible for Israeli citizenship if they were recognized as
Jews by Israel’s Chief Rabbinate. Not only are today’s new
immigrants more global than ever before—but so are Israel’s
emigrants. Contrary to the original Zionist ideal which envi-
sioned the gathering of the exiles as part of the normalization
of the Jewish situation, the Jewish diaspora has not only re-
mained in existence but has actually grown as the result of an
Israeli diaspora. New York and Los Angeles, and more re-
cently Berlin—of all places—have become popular destina-
tions for Israelis leaving their homeland, either temporarily
or permanently. As chapter 6 will show, “alternative Israels”
have gained prominence in literary and artistic form as well,
from Eshkol Nevo’s utopian novel Neuland to Yael Bartana’s
video project “Europe Will Be Stunned” about an imaginary
return of Israeli Jews to Poland. As I argue in this chapter,
ironically, the longing for normality in their lives has led Is-
raeli citizens to look for new homes abroad and Israeli writers
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and artists to embrace the diaspora that once was so much
despised by Zionism.

The conclusion of the book points to the crossroads where
Israel stands today. On the one hand, it is an economically
flourishing start-up nation with a universalist tradition and
cosmopolitan habits. On the other, it is a country very much
caught in the conflicts within its own region. For over half
a century Israel has controlled a territory of unclear political
status and a people that rejects its rule. It is a deeply divided
society, in which both the secular population and universal-
ist values are declining, while religious and more particular-
istic elements gain ground. It is a country with enormous
achievements and one that has suffered setbacks. It is a state
constantly at the center of global attention and, for better or
worse, anything but “another Albania.”
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of constitution and, 147; imple-
mented next to secular legal sys-
tem, 148—49; Jewish character of
the state and, 283; Leibowitz on
appropriateness for diaspora, 197;
main Zionists’ attitude toward, 81—
82; Orthodox demand to base law
on, 103; question of who is a Jew
and, 163; religious Zionists and, 12,
84; ultra-Orthodox envisioning a
state according to, 213, 272

Halkin, Hillel, 116
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Hamas, 278

Hapoel ha-tza’ir (The Young Worker),
76
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Hasfari, Shmuel, 210

Hasidim, 82, 272; in Jerusalem, 269.
See also Lubavitch

Haskala (Enlightenment), 69, 71

Hazony, Yoram, 62, 63

Hebrew language: of Ahad Ha’am’s
Zionism, 65, 66; cultural Zionists
striving for renewal of, 12, 87; de-
clared official language in Pales-
tine, 1or; familiar to maskilim, 39;
foreign to Herzl and Nordau, 70—
71; Jabotinsky’s familiarity with,
107, 108; Jabotinsky’s promotion of
Europeanized version, 108; mod-
ernized by Eliezer ben Yehuda, 74,
105, 128; of “new Jews,” 73, 74, 80;
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of Odessa writers, 46; Palestinians
not identifying with, 172; rejected
for Herzl’s model state, 11, §3-54;
spoken in Berlin, 234, 257, 313n9; of
Yosef Hayim Brenner, 74, 77

Hebrew language press, in Vilna, 43

Hebrews, in Canaanite analysis, 176
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Hebron: holy sites in, 190, 191, 212; oc-
cupation of, 203

Hebron settlement, 214, 215
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Heller, Joseph, 4, 143—44

Hertzka, Theodor, 63

Herut (Freedom) party, 184

Herzl, Theodor: changed between
Jewish State and Old New Land, 55—
56; children and grandson of, 28,
136-37; as cultural editor of Neue
Freie Presse, 24-25, 26—27; death of,
129; early assimilationist views of,
28-29; early rejection of ideas of,
30-32; early supporters of, 33-3s;
Evangelical Christians and, 2195
First Zionist Congress and, 19, 32—
33, 35-37, 40; greeting Chief Rabbi
with Christmas tree, 30-32, 33; in-
cluding Orthodox Jews in the
movement, 82; Jewish state as
model society and, 9, 10, 51-53, 187;
legacy of, 287-88; Odessa intellec-
tuals with skepticism toward, 47;
Peres’s vision for Middle East and,
226-28; photographed at Austrian
resort, 31; photographed at Sixth
Zionist Congress, 36; as play-
wright, 27, 29, 63; reburied in Jeru-
salem, 137; scorned by the Forverts
in New York, 45; Seven-Hour-
Land of, 11-12, 51-53, 56; Territori-
alists as legatees of, 127, 134;
turned into advocate for Jewish

INDEX 357
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and, 3, 56, 62, 86, 228; Zweig’s en-
counter with, 26-27. See also Jew-
ish State (Herzl); Old New Land
[Altneuland] (Herzl)

Herzl Amar (Avni), 253

Herzl Day, 137

Herzog, Yitzhak Halevi, 122

Hess, Moses, 38, 40

Hever-Chybovski, Tal, 313n9

high-tech sector, 16, 231, 281

Hirsch, Maurice de, 32, 252

Hirsch, Shne’ur Zalman, 73

Hitler, Adolf, 2526, 132, 133

Hollitscher, Arthur, 92

Holocaust: deaths in Herzl’s family
and, 136-37; extreme Hasidic
leader blaming Zionism for, 151
first news of, reaching Zionists,
124; memory of, in face of 1967 ex-
istential threat, 188, 191; at the mo-
ment when promise felt tangible,
123; New Historians questioning
rescue attempts during, 248; rejec-
tion of new state by Agudat Israel
in spite of, 150; rendering alternate
solutions obsolete, 136; unique Jew-
ish destiny and, 145-46; urgency of
establishing the Jewish state and,
146, 173-74; Yehoshua on failure of
diaspora existence and, 239;
Zionist dream and reality of, 141,
143

Horon, A. G., 177

How I Stopped Being a Jew (Sand), 249

al-Husseini, Mohammed Amin, 96

“Identity Card” (Darwish), 174-75

identity cards, 162, 164, 170, 171,
306n67

Igbo of Nigeria, 259

Thud, 125

The Imaginary Voyage (Peres), 226-27,
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immigration of Jews to Palestine:

Arab resistance to, 96-97, 117; Ben-
Gurion on unifying force of, 153;
Biltmore Program demands and,
1253 Buber on higher purpose of,
153; increasing in interwar period,
99-100; Jabotinsky’s call for mass
evacuation, 114; Jabotinsky’s de-
mands about, 110, 1113 limited in

“The Iron Wall” (Jabotinsky), 11

Islam: evangelical Christians’ disdain
for, 221-22; Muslims in Jerusalem
and, 269; Roth on illusion of nor-
malization and, 241

Islamic Brotherhood, 278

Islamic Movement in Israel, 278, 279

Islamization, 277-78

[srael: alienation from international

British White Paper of 1939, 124-25;
many returning to homelands,
231-32; in relation to emigration,
232, 313n5. See also Aliyah (immi-
gration wave)

immigration to Israel, 232; from Af-
rica and Asia, 16, 230, 258—59, 262~
653 challenge of population growth
and, 285-86; emigration in relation
to, 232-33; from former Soviet
Union, 16, 236, 264, 273; of guest
workers, 263-64; of Jews converted
outside of Israel, 307n68; of Jews
from Arab countries, 141, 18081,
209-10; from over a hundred coun-
tries, 231; from recently increasing
antisemitism in Europe, 233,
314n16. See also Law of Return of
1950

India: emerging Jewish groups in, 261,
262-63, 263; guest workers in Israel
from, 263

individualism: of 1960s, 183; gradually
embraced by the left, 209

Inka Jews, 261

Intifada: First, in 1987, 276; Second, in
2000, 229, 236

The Invention of the Jewish People
(Sand), 248-49

The Invention of the Land of Israel
(Sand), 249

Iraq: Jewish immigrants to Israel
from, 180, 181, 209; Jewish popula-
tion of 1930s in, 99-100; Six-Day
War and, 188

Irgun (Etzel), 102

organizations, 186-87; attention far
beyond size of, 5, 231; biblical
meaning of name of, 138-39, 151;
borders of, 142, 189, 2045, 275;
claimed to endanger Jews around
the world, 241, 246—47; constitu-
tion never drafted for, 14748, 151,
282, 284; cultural values in first de-
cades of, 183-84; as dangerous
place rather than safe haven, 24;
as deeply divided society today, 17,
266-69; different paths envisioned
for the future, 286; diplomatic iso-
lation of, 187; founding of, 13941,
144—45, 151; as Jewish and demo-
cratic state, 282-8s, 286, 288; Jew-
ish majority achieved as of 1949,
141; Jewish opponents of, 243; oth-
erness of, 45, 6; post-Zionist intel-
lectuals in, 248-50; right of exis-
tence questioned, 7, 174, 187—88,
282-83, 285. See also Jewish state;
uniqueness of Israel

I-srael (Semel), 253
Israeli army (Tzahal): demographic

changes and, 268; ideal of new
Jew and, 78-79; individualism of
1960s in reaction to, 183; Palestin-
ian population’s fear of, 176; Pales-
tinians not serving in, 172, 277;
preceded by Haganab, 101, 1415
ultra-Orthodox joining army vol-
untarily, 273; ultra-Orthodox ye-
shiva students exempt from, 148,
149, 268

Israelization of Arab citizens, 276, 277
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Jabotinsky, Vladimir Ze’ev: cultural
background and beliefs of, 107-8;
death of, in 1940, 125; emotional
distance from Middle East, 107-8;
full equality for Arabs in vision of,
12, 88, 111, 112, 114, I1I5-16, 124; On
issue of right against right, 111, 1713
Jewish army demanded by, 110, 117,
3o01n71; Jewish Legion established
by, 78; last book of, 114, 30m6s;
one-state solution of, 107, 109-12,
114-17; opposition to two-state so-
lution, 112, 121; photo of, 113; rein-
terred at Mount Herzl, 184; rejec-
tion of Territorialism by, 114, 1265
transfer of Palestinian Arabs fi-
nally considered by, 123-24; uto-
pian elements in vision of, 116-17.
See also Revisionists

Jamal, Amal, 277

Jerusalem: Christian evangelicals’
view of, 221, 222; contrasted with
Tel Aviv, 26872, 270; divided fol-
lowing War of Independence, 141;
HerzI’s disgust on visit to, 71; parti-
tion of Palestine and, 118, 119, 120;
Rabin’s view of indivisibility of,
215; religious and historical signifi-
cance of, 88; unified, 218

Jewish Agency for Palestine, 101,
122-23

Jewish Daily Forward (JDF), 44-46

Jewish Legion, 78

Jewish People’s Party, 48

“Jewish question™ Herzl’s answer to,
29-30, 57, 59; Rathenau’s radical so-
lution to, 20, 29; as social and eco-
nomic question for the Bund, 41

Jewish religious law. See halakha

“Jewish Renaissance Movement in Po-
land” (Bartana), 256, 257

Jewish state: Begin’s and Shamir’s re-
definition of, 209; as envisioned by
three Jewish groups, 149, 272-75;
fear of double loyalties after Bal-
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four Declaration and, 97; in fin de
siecle novels, 63-64; language of
the miraculous about, 14443, 151,
191-92, 227; mentioned five times
in Israel’s Declaration of Indepen-
dence, 139; not necessarily Zionist
goal in 1920s, 91-94; novels about
alternatives to, 250—54; radically
transformed after Six-Day War,
218; redefined from secular to reli-
gious state, 152; territorialist’s
doubt about value of, 135. See also
Israel; model society; normaliza-
tion of Jewish history; one-state so-
lution; state like any other state;
two-state solution; Zionism

Jewish State (Hazony), 62

The Jewish State (Herzl), 27-28, 30, 52—
s5; Argentina as proposed solution
in, 30, 40, 127; assuming immigra-
tion but not emigration, 232; on
barbarism of Asia, 70; Pinsker’s
Autoemancipation! and, 39

“The Jewish State and the Jewish
Problem” (Ahad Ha’am), 67

The Jewish War Front (Jabotinsky), 114

Jews: attention far beyond numbers
of, 2; centuries-old stereotypes of,
8; Christian evangelicals on end-
of-days conversion of, 222; defin-
ing who is, 14, 139, 161-70 (see also
Law of Return of 1950); shattered
hopes of nineteenth century for,
18; uniqueness of, 4, 49—s0. See also
otherness of Jews

Jews of Middle East and North Africa:
feeling treated like second-class
citizens, 181, 183, 206; Herzl’s
Zionism and, 71-72; immigration
to Israel, 141, 18081, 209-10; Nazi
influence shattering the peace of,
1005 political empowerment of,
210-11; popular culture of, 210; re-
garding Zionism as Western proj-
ect, 99
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Jews of Palestine. See Yishuv

Jordan: peace treaty with, 224; Six-Day
War and, 188. See also Transjordan

jubilee year, Jabotinsky on, 117

Judah (Judea), 138

Judaism: Ahad Ha’am on East Euro-
pean Jews and, 67, 69, 72; Begin’s
public display of relationship to,
207; Canaanites’ path out of, 178,
180; Herzl’s weak ties with, 28, 30—
32; minority status as core element
of, 240; origin of, 262; settler
movement’s interpretation of, 218

Judea and Samaria, 213, 215, 218, 221

Der Judenstaat (Jabotinsky), 121

Judeo-Arabic, 53

Judt, Tony, 24648

Kach Party, 217-18

Kafka, Franz, 106

Kahane, Meir, 217-18

Kalinin, Michail, 131, 132

Kalisher, Zvi Hirsch, 38

Kaniuk, Yoram, 254

Kaplan, Mordecali, 156?

Kastner, Rudolf, 185

Kedar, Nir, 153-54

Keret, Etgar, 255

Khalidi, Rashid, 81

Khazars, unproven conversion to Ju-
daism, 249

kibbutz ideal: children’s houses and,
80; expanding in pre-state period,
1o1; individualism of 1960s in reac-
tion to, 183, 209; Nevo’s fictional
reference to, 252; Peel Plan for par-
tition of Palestine and, 120-21; re-
placed by settler ideal, 15, 196, 2113
of socialist Zionists, 12, 75-76, 77—
78, 196

Kimmerling, Baruch, 213, 218

Kiryat Arba, 214, 215, 263

Kishinev pogrom, 127, 129, 133

Kishon, Ephraim, 210

Klatzkin, Jakob, 73-74

Klimt, Gustav, 23, 26

Knesset Israel, 100, 103

Koestler, Arthur, 77

Kohn, Hans, 105, 106, 300n44

Kook, Abraham Isaac, 85, 122, 150, 212,
213

Kook, Hillel (aka Peter Bergson), 178

Kook, Zvi Yehuda, 212-13, 214, 215,
216-17

kotel (Western Wall), 197—202; Chief
Rabbi of Israel’s army at, 195, 201;
Jews praying at, before 1948, 198;
Jews praying at, in July 1967, 199;
recaptured in Six-Day War, 191, 197,
200—20r; three religions in shadow
of, 269

Kraus, Karl, 23-24, 27, 30

Kremer, Arkadi, 43

Kristallnacht, 109, 186

Kurzweil, Baruch, 179

labor market, ethnically segregated,
76=77

Labor Party: decline of, 209; Eshkol
belonging to old guard of, 184;
Jewish immigrants from Arab
world and, 209; Meir belonging to
old guard of, 205; return to power
in 1992, 224; settler movement
and, 21112, 216

Ladino, 53

land acquisition: after Balfour Decla-
ration, 96, 99; Basel Congress and,
36

Land Acquisition Law, 172

Land Day in 1976, 276

Lanzmann, Claude, 138

Larin, Yuri, 131

The Last Berliner (Kaniuk), 254

The Late Great Planet Earth (Lindsey),
220

Lavon, Pinchas, 170

Law of Return of 1950, 14; amendment
of 1970, 165-66, 170; assuming im-
migration but not emigration, 232;
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Ben-Gurion’s request for definition
of a Jew and, 14, 161-65; Bnei Me-
nashe of India and, 262-63; Burg’s
call for cancellation of, 248; case of
Brother Daniel and, 167; conver-
sion outside of Israel and, 307n68;
guaranteeing Jewish majority, 171;
Igbo of Nigeria and, 259; non-
Jewish family members of Jews
from former Soviet Union and,
264; Ratosh’s call for abolition of],
179. See also immigration to Israel

laws, 148—49; on marriage and divorce,
103, 148, 150, 282. See also halakha
(Jewish religious law)

League of Nations Mandate over Pal-
estine. See British Mandate over
Palestine

Lebanon, and Six-Day War, 188

Lebanon War of early 1980s, 236, 276

Leibovitz, Liel, 6-7

Leibowitz, Yeshayahu, 192, 196-97

Lemba, 259, 260

Lenin’s government, 126, 130, 134

Levin, Itzhak, 150

Levinas, Emmanuel, 190

Levinger, Moshe, 214

Lewinsky, Elchanan Leeb, 63

Libya, Jewish immigrants to Israel
from, 181

Liessin, Abraham, 45

light unto the nations: Ben-Gurion’s
vision of, 140, 157; biblical call for,
9; Brit Shalom members’ belief in,
106; Canaanites’ plan in conflict
with, 179; Israel as materialization
of, 14; as religious concept under-
lying Herzl’s thought, 86. See also
model society

Likud party: Begin and, 207; Mizrahi
Jews helping to empower, 211
Moshe Shamir in, 195; settler
movement and, 217

Lilienblum, Moshe Leib, 46

Lindsey, Hal, 220
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Littwak, David: in Herzl’s Old New
Land, 5960, 61, 63, 295n29; Nevo’s
fictional evocation of, 252

Lloyd George, David, 90, 94

lost tribes of Israel: Africans and
Asians claiming descent from, 16,
231, 258, 259, 261, 262-63; Black He-
brews in North America and, 260;
early Israeli committee to search
for, 262; legends of, 316n69; little
historical credibility of, 262

Lovers of Zion (Hibbat Zion, Hovever
Zion) movement, 40, 46, 67

Luban, Chaim Zelig, 128

Lubavitch, 82

Lubavitcher Rebbe (Shalom Dov Baer
Schneersohn), 84

Lubavitcher Rebbe (Menachem Men-
del Schneerson) visited by Begin,
207, 208

Lueger, Karl, 2426, 33-34; photo of,
25

Madagascar: group claiming Jewish
descent, 259; as option of Nazis
and Polish nationalists, 132

Madrid Middle East Peace Confer-
ence, 224

Magnes, Judah Leib, 125, 126

Mahla, Daniel, 85

Mabhler, Gustav, 23-24, 26

Maimon, Yehuda Leib, 163
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Mapai (Social Democratic) party: ab-
sence of constitution and, 147; re-
sistance to introduction of televi-
sion, 184

Mapam party, 196

Margalit, Avishai, 168

al-Mar’l, Sami, 276

Marmorek, Alexander, 34, 295n29

Marmorek, Oskar, 33-34, 61

marriage and divorce laws, 103, 148,
150, 282
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Marxism: Bundist movement and, 43;
kibbutz system and, 211; national-
ism of Moshe Shamir and, 196

maskilim, 38—40, 43, 46

Mattuck, Israel, 3—4

matzpen group, 183

Medem, Vladimir, 43

Medinat Yisrael (State of Israel), 139,
160

Meir (Myerson), Golda: Begin com-
pared to, 208; on emigration from
Israel, 236; mission to King Abdul-
lah of Jordan, 143; negation of the
diaspora and, 240; political career
of, 205-6; Rabin as labor minister
under, 215; on technical aid to Af-
rica, 155

Mendelssohn, Moses, 313n9

messiah: electricity claimed to be, 57;
Herzl depicted as, 86; Lubavitcher
Rebbe celebrated by some as, 207;
preparatory, in Jewish apocalyptic
tradition, 85; ultra-Orthodox rejec-
tion of hastening, 84

messianism: Begin’s election and spirit
of, 207; of Christians, 219; Dub-
now’s diaspora nationalism and,
48; Jewish state as vehicle of, for
the Orthodox, 275; of Rabbi Abra-
ham Isaac Kook, 85, 212; of Rabbi
Zvi Yehuda Kook, 216-17; religious
Zionists and, 83, 85-86, 192, 197,
216-17, 274; settler movement and,

212, 214, 216-17, 263, 274; Six-Day
War and, 190, 191-93, 194, 195, 197,
274; Zionism as secularized version
of, 77, 86

Mexico, descendents of forcibly-
baptized Jews in, 260

Michaeli, Merav, 247

the miraculous: founding of state of
Israel and, 14445, 151; Peres on
multiethnic democratic society
and, 227; Six-Day War and, 191-92

Mirsky, Yehudah, 77

Miss Israel competition, 183

mitnagdim, 82

Mizrahi. See religious Zionists
(Mizrahi)

Mizrahi movies, 210

Mizrahi music, 210

model society: Ben-Gurion’s vision of,
14, 140, 154, 157—58; as goal of Zion-
ists, 9, 123; Herzl’s vision of, 9, 10,
51-53, 187; Israel’s first governments
and, 14; of many fin de siecle nov-
els, 64; model region envisioned by
Peres, 224-26; Nevo’s fictional
Neuland and, 252; not envisioned
by Jabotinsky, 116; not the goal of
Ahad Ha’am, 66. See also light
unto the nations

modernity: Jews of Odessa and, 46; re-
jected by traditionalist Orthodox,
82

modern Orthodox, 82

Mohilever, Samuel, 151

Moledet Party, 217

Monnet, Jean, 225

Montague, Edwin Samuel, 97

Moroccan quarter, 199

Morocco: immigrants from, 210;
Zionism and, 71, 99

moshav, 182

Mount Herzl, 137, 197-99

Nablus (Sichem or Shechem), 213, 215

Namier, Lewis, 18

national autonomy: Brit Shalom mem-
bers envisioning, 106; in Jabotin-
sky’s visions for Jewish state, rrr-12.
See also autonomism

national home: Balfour Declaration
and, 12, 89-92, 123; terminology re-
lated to, 104; as term with appeal
for Brit Shalom, 106

nationalism: of Begin, 206; Dub-
now’s diaspora nationalism, 48—
50; Herzl’s beliefs interpreted as,
288; of Jabotinsky and Revision-
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ists, 12, 110; Jewish religious senti-
ments combined with, 38-39;
Judt on anachronism of Jewish
state, 225, 246; Peres’s opposition
to narrow-minded version of, 225;
Sand’s project to deconstruct Isra-
el’s narrative of, 249; settler move-
ments’ overemphasis on religious
elements of, 218; after Six-Day
War, 14, 194-96. See also
nation-state

nationality, distinguished from citi-
zenship, 112, 306n67

Nationality Law, 162, 166

national-religious minority: changing
Israeli demographics and, 267, 268;
concept of future Jewish state, 272,
274-75; founding of Mizrahi move-
ment and, 83, 274. See also religious
Zionists (Mizrahi)

National Religious Party, 83, 162, 216,
274

nation like any other nation: in Dec-
laration of Independence, 139, 1525
paradox of Herzl’s vision and, 52—
53; rejected by ultra-Orthodox,
150. See also state like any other
state

nation-state: anachronistic quality to,
249; Holocaust causing Zionist
leaders to focus on, 123; Jabotin-
sky’s theories and, 111, 112, 116; re-
jected as model by Brit Shalom,
105—7; unclear definition of, 104;
world’s determination to create,
136. See also nationalism

naturalization, Israeli citizenship by,
167

Navon, Yitzhak, 156—57

Nazi Germany, influencing anti-
Jewish riots in Arab world, 100

“Negro problem,” Herzl on, 59

Néher, André, 190

Netanyahu, Benjamin: defeat of Peres
in 1996, 229; Falwell as friend of,
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221; father of, 124; at funeral of
Arik Einstein, 271; “light unto the
nations” and, 9; pushing basic law
on Israel as Jewish nation state,
284

Netanyahu, Ben-Zion, 124

Netanyahu government, restricting
African refugees, 265

Neuland (Nevo), 16, 25053

Neumann, Stephan Theodor, 137

Nevo, Eshkol, 16, 25053, 251

The New Ghetto (Herzl), 29, 34

New Historians, 248

new Israeli order, 265, 266-76

new Jew, 12, 73-80; Israeli-born sabra
as, 181-83; Socialist-Zionist poster
of, 75

“The New Judea” (Doblin), 133-34

The New Middle East (Peres), 22.4-26,
228

New Zionist Organization, 111

Nili spy ring, 79

Nirenberg, David, 2

Noah, Mordecai, 253

Nobel Peace prizes of 1994, 228

Nordau, Max: calling for mass immi-
gration of Jews to Palestine, 114;
calling for “muscle Jews,” 78; as
critic of Uganda Plan, 128; follow-
ers in Eastern Europe, 72; grave
of, 269; on normalization of
Jews’ economic situation, 74-75;
as popular writer, 34; reply to
Ahad Ha’am’s criticism of Herzl,
69—70; shot by angry student, 128;
as supporter of Herzl, 34-35; un-
familiar with East European Jews
and Jews of Arab countries,
7071

normalization in tension with unique-
ness: in Bar Mitzvah speeches, 73;
Ben-Gurion’s view of, 139—40, 152,
158; as continuing challenge, 9, 105
fin de siecle novels and, 64; in gen-
der relations, 79-80
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normalization of Jewish history: ab-
normal situation of Palestinians
resulting from, 7; in age of global-
ization, 249; Buber on, 192; for Ca-
naanites, 176, 179; Declaration of
Independence and, 1-2, 13; emigra-
tion as part of, 16-17, 232, 238; exis-
tence of Jewish state as, 139; for-
eign workers and, 264; as goal of
secular founders, 275; Holocaust
and, 141, 143, 145-46; Jabotinsky’s
view of, 109; Jews’ economic situa-
tion and, 4, 73-77; Judt on Israel’s
policy achieving opposite of, 246-
47; in the New World according to
the Forverts, 45-46; Oslo Accords
as failed approach to, 153 proposed
paths for, as of 1897, 11, 18-19; Roth
on illusion of, 241; sabra ideal as at-
tempt at, 183; seemingly in reach in
interwar period, 123; Steiner on,
244; twenty-first century oppo-
nents of, 7-8; in which Jews had
been forbidden to be soldiers, 79;
Yehoshua on, 193, 23031, 239. See
also state like any other state

Norman, Stephen, 137

North Africa: Herzl’s disdain for
Judeo-Arabic language of, 53; im-
migrants to Amazon region from,
261; Jewish immigrants to Israel
from, 180, 209-10; Jews emigrating
to France from, 233. See also Africa;
Jews of Middle East and North
Africa

North America: Bundists seeing Jew-
ish future in, 41; Eastern European
Jews emigrating to, 37; Forverts see-
ing Jewish future in, 45-46

Novak, David, 298n84

Nyerere, Julius, 155

Odessa, 46—47; Jabotinsky’s emotional
bonds to, 107
Old New Land [Altneuland] (Herzl),

55-63; European superiority and
paternalism of, 65; fictional protag-
onists in, 295n29; Nevo’s fictional
references to, 250-53; Nordau’s de-
fense of, 69—70; novels reversing
the story in, 253-54; other fin de
siecle novels of same genre as, 63—
64; Peres inspired by, 225, 226-27;
reactions to, 62—63, 65, 69; as West-
ern Europe projected into Middle
East, 64—65

Old Yishuv: immigrants as strangers
among, 80; ultra-Orthodox solidar-
ity with, 84

one-state solution: of Brit Shalom, 105~
7, 120, 300n44; of Jabotinsky, 107,
109-12, 114-17; Magnes on failure
of, 126; meaning of statehood and,
104-5

Operation Shylock (Roth), 24143

Ornan, Uzzi, 306n67

Orthodox Jews, 81-86; divisions
among, 82-84; far-reaching rights
granted to, 148—50; flatly rejecting
Herzl’s plan, 32; Jabotinsky’s con-
descension toward religious prac-
tice of, 108; majority in favor of ex-
pelling Arabs from Israel, 278; in
population of Palestine, 102-3;
question of who is Jewish and,
162-63; some using secular Zion-
ists as a vehicle, 85-86; unexpected
population growth of, 152. See also
religious Zionists (Mizrahi); ultra-
Orthodox (haredim)

Oslo Accords, 15, 224, 225, 229

otherness of Israel, 4-5, 6

otherness of Jews: abnormal situation
of, 1-2, 13; “new Jews” in Palestine
and, 8o; used by Jews themselves,
3—4; Yehoshua on, 239-40; Zion-
ism’s aim to overcome, 4. See also
chosen people

Ottoman Empire: borders of Palestine
and, 36, 94; British and French re-
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gions conquered from, 88; First
Zionist Congress and, 36; Palestin-
ian Arab aspirations and, 81
Oz, Amos, 193, 202-3, 204
Oz-Salzberger, Fania, 234, 284

Pale of Settlement: plan of resettle-
ment to Crimea from, 131; support-
ers of the Bund in, 43

Palestine: autonomy solution for, 12,
90-104; concepts for future Jewish
society in, 12-13; emerging Jewish
society of, 99-104; immigration
waves to (Aliyah), 40, 101, 232; Jabo-
tinsky’s model constitution for,
114, 115-16; land acquisition advanc-
ing Zionist cause in, 36, 96, 99; res-
olution of First Zionist Congress
and, 36; in Sykes-Picot agreement
of 1916, 88; uncertain borders after
British conquest, 94-95. See also
Balfour Declaration; British Man-
date over Palestine; immigration
of Jews to Palestine; one-state solu-
tion; partition of Palestine; two-
state solution

Palestinian Arab population of Israel,
170—-76; Christian evangelicals’ dis-
dain for, 221; consisting of 150,000
left in Israel after 1949, 175-76; de-
clining Israeli acceptance of equal-
ity for, 278; educated segment
fighting for their equality, 276—77;
expanded by Six-Day War, 14, 188,
275-76; future state of Israel envi-
sioned by, 272, 279-80; growing
anger at being second-class citi-
Zens, 174-75, 277; as growing mi-
nority, 267, 275; growing radical-
ization of, 15, 278—79; latent period
in national consciousness of, 175—
76; laws retroactively sanctioning
property seizure from, 172; merg-
ing of parties for 2015 Israeli elec-
tions, 279; Muslim, Christian, and
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secular, 272-73; negotiation with
Sadat over autonomy for, 223-24;
New Historians on flight/expul-
sion of 1948/49, 248; not recogniz-
ing Israel’s right to exist, 174, 282—
83, 285; Peres on necessity of
reconciliation with, 135, 227; resis-
tance to treatment as minority,
170—71; right-wing attacks on, 217-
18; rising prominence of, 275-80;
schools of, 268; seen as threat to
the state, 173, 276; settler move-
ment and, 173, 216; sharing some
culture with Jews of Arab coun-
tries, 211; solidarity with Palestin-
ians beyond the Green Line, 276,
277; status in the Jewish state, 171-
73; Yehoshua on continuous con-
flict with, 193

Palestinian Arabs of pre-state Pales-

tine: Ahad Ha’am’s warning of
conflict with, 67, 69; Balfour Dec-
laration and, 95-96; Borochov’s
naive and paternalistic view of, 76;
fled or driven out by end of war in
1949, 141, 172, 248, 279; guard pro-
tecting Jewish farmers against, 78;
Herzl’s vision of Jewish state and,
54-55, 60, 63, 65, 81; Jabotinsky’s
condescension toward, 108; Jabo-
tinsky’s policies toward, 110-12,
115-16, 123—24; Jabotinsky’s vision
of full equality for, 12, 111, 112, 114,
124; national movement beginning
among, 80-81; one-state and two-
state solutions and, 105; otherness
of Jews among, 80; rejecting any
partition plans, 123; resisting Jew-
ish immigration to Palestine, 96—
97, 117; violence of 1920/21 between
Jews and, 90, 96; violence of 1936-
1939 against Yishuv by, 117; Zionist
attempts to deal with leadership
of, 97

Palestinization, 173, 276, 277
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Palmach generation, 183

pan-Arab movement, 81, 175

Papua New Guinea, group claiming
Jewish descent, 259—60, 261

Parfitt, Tudor, 258, 260, 261

pariah state, 5, 187, 226

partition of Palestine, Peel Plan of
1937, 118-23, 147; map of, 119
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1947, 136, 138, 139, 204; Christian
evangelicals’ view of, 2225 map
of, 142; mentioned in Declaration
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new Jewish state, 138-39; Rabbi
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212,
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tion from Czarist Empire in re-
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cal Zionism and, 173; Uganda Plan
in wake of, 127, 129

Poland, interwar: Jabotinsky’s aim of
mass movement in, 110; Zionists
and Bundists as rivals in, 42

political Zionism, 11; growing danger
to Jews in Europe and, 173; Herzl
as founder of, 9, 23. See also Herzl,
Theodor

Popper-Lynkeus, Josef, 116

population growth, challenge of,
285-86
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245-46

Promise and Fulfilment (Koestler), 77

protest rabbis, 33, 70

Rabin, Yitzhak: assassination of; 15,
145, 228-29; Begin compared to,
208; memories of Six-Day War,
200; opposition to settler move-
ment, 215-16; peace process and, 15,
224; photo with Nobel Peace prize,
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and, 83, 85-86, 192, 197, 21617, 274;
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and, 83, 127-28. See also national-
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Revisionists: authoritarian Maximal-
ists within, 110; avoiding call for
independent state, 102, 116; battling
the British, 125; borders of Jewish
state and, 95, 143, 205; Canaanite
movement and, 177, 178; draft con-
stitution for Jewish state, 115; Jabo-
tinsky as leader of, 103; militaristic
youth wing of, 110; opposing parti-
tion of Palestine, 120, 121; paramili-
tary organization (Irgun) of, 102;
population transfers considered
by, 124; small faction demanding
immediate Jewish state, 109; trans-
formed into Herut (Freedom)
party, 184. See also Jabotinsky,
Vladimir Ze’ev

Rivlin, Reuven, 265, 266-68, 272, 275,
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Said, Edward, 7

Salzberger, Eli, 284-8;5

Samuel, book of, 152

Samuel, Herbert, 93, 97, 99

Sand, Shlomo, 248-49

San Nicandro, Italy, 261

Sartre, Jean-Paul, 194

Satmar Hasidic group, 151

Schatz, Boris, 64

Schechtman, Joseph, 124

Schiff, Jacob, 130

Schneersohn, Shalom Dov Baer, 84
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Gurion’s expectation of increase
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culture and, 218; of Herzl and
Ahad Ha’am, 6667, 71-72; Mizrahi
and Agudat Yisrael united against,
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dle East, 211; religious concepts in,
77, 86, 151, 298n84; ultra-Orthodox
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Sephardic Chief Rabbi: Bnei Menashe
and, 262; funeral for, 271-72; parti-
tion plans and, 122; Shas Party es-
tablished under, 211

Sephardic songs on state radio, 210

settler movement, 211-18; Greater Is-
rael and, 15, 196, 212; growth of
numbers in, 217; messianism and,
212, 214, 216-17, 263, 274; recent im-
migrants claiming Jewishness in,
263; replacing kibbutz ideal, 15,
196, 211; right-wing extremists in,
217-18. See also colonial settler state

Seven-Hour-Land, 11-12, 51-53, 56;
Herzl’s flag for, 51, 52. See also Old
New Land [Altneuland] (Herzl)
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Shamir, Yitzhak, 211, 217
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Sinai Peninsula: conquered in Six-Day
War, 14, 188; returned to Egypt in
1980s, 205, 217, 223-24

Six-Day War, 14, 188; Canaanite views
expressed following, 179; Christian
evangelicals and, 220; de Gaulle’s
comment on Jews in wake of, 173,
307n74; diasporism within aca-
demia and, 243; future of con-
quered territories and, 202-5;
global wave of support for Israel
following, 188, 190-91; goal of cre-
ating Greater Israel and, 194-96;
impact on Israeli society, 191-202;
map of Israel after, 189; messianism
and, 190, 191-93, 194, 195, 197, 274;
military rule over Palestinian Arab
population after, 275—76; radical
transformation of Jewish state
after, 218; recapture of Western
Wall in, 191, 197, 200—201; relations
between Palestinians across the
Green Line and, 276, 277; religious
basis of Zionist claims following,
87; surge of emigration two years
before, 236
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Sobol, Yehoshua, 306n67

socialism: as Israeli cultural value, 183;
Jabotinsky’s opposition to, 117; of
Moses Hess, 38; nationalism of
Moshe Shamir and, 196; promoted
by Jewish Daily Forward, 44; pro-
test against pogroms of October
1905 and, 44; Vilna as early center
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12; Ben-Gurion as, 12, 154; new
image of Jewish worker and, 75,
75—77; reactions to partition plans,
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verted to Judaism in, 261; Territori-
alists advocating for, 13, 135. See also
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Soviet Union: status of Jews under
Lenin and Stalin, 130-32
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Israel from, 16, 236, 264, 273
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64; religious Zionists (Mizrahi)
and, 83
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Start-Up Nation, 16, 17, 231, 281

state like any other state: Ben-
Gurion’s resistance to idea of, 140;
Buber on higher purpose rather
than, 153; Canaanite empire as, 178;
Eastern and Central European un-
derstanding of, 112; emigration im-
plied by, 232; as goal not achieved
at independence, 144; as goal not
achieved by Israel, 5; Goldmann’s
rejection of ideal of, 159; Israelis’
doubts that today’s Israel is, 286—
87, 320n42; like imagined Albania,
1-2; not the goal of Ahad Ha’am,
66; not the goal of Brit Shalom,
106; or unique state, 10, 192 (see also
uniqueness of Israel); Zionist goal
of model state and, 9, 123 (see also
model society). See also nation like
any other nation; normalization
of Jewish history

status quo agreement, 14850, 151, 152

Steinberg, Isaac Nachman, 126, 134-35
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Tehiya Party, 195

Teitelbaum, Joel, 151

Tel Aviv: during British Mandate, 1015
contrasted with Jerusalem, 268-72,
270; secular middle-class Israelis in
bubble of, 267

television channel, state-controlled,
184, 308n94

Territorialism, 13, 12627, 12930, 132
36; Jabotinsky’s rejection of, 114,
126

terrorism: fear of refugees based on,
265; of Palestinian extremists, 229

Tisha B’Av, 201-2

Topol, Chaim, 210, 271

Transjordan: borders of, 95, 98, 119,
120. See also Jordan

Trujillo, Rafael, 132

Trumpeldor, Yosef, 78

two-state solution, 105, 117; Jabotin-
sky’s objections to, 112, 121; out-
break of World War IT and, 123-26;
Peres on necessity of, 22;7; popula-
tion transfers and, 105, 112, 123-24;
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two-state solution (cont.)
twenty-first century hope for, 278,
280. See also partition of Palestine,
Peel Plan of 1937; partition of Pal-
estine, UN Plan of 1947

Uganda, Abayudaya claiming Jewish-
ness, 260

Uganda Plan, 83, 12729, 253

ultra-Orthodox (haredim), 84; ambiva-
lent toward partition of Palestine,
121; Begin’s courting of, 207; Ben-
Gurion’s concessions to, 14850,
152; concept of future Jewish state
and, 272, 273-74; exempted from
military service, 148, 149, 268, 273;
as fastest-growing Israeli group,
273-74; Hasidic, 82, 269, 272; Jabo-
tinsky’s warning about surrender-
ing to, 103; in new Israeli order,
267; placing themselves outside
Knesset Yisrael, 100, 103; recruiting
non-Ashkenazi Jews, 273; schools
of, 268; status quo agreement sent
to, 14850, 151, 152; violent Saturday
demonstrations by, 149. See also
Agudat Yisrael

UNESCO, 187

uniqueness of Israel, 6-10; Begin’s con-
cept of, 207-8; Ben-Gurion on, 158,
162, 207; decline of secular and so-
cialist models of, 15; intellectuals
fearing messianic euphoria and,
192-93; Peres’s vision for Middle
East and, 226; relinquished by Ter-
ritorialists, 13; rise of nationalistic
and religious definitions of, 15; in
view of the founders, 13-14; Ye-
hoshua on normality of, 240. See
also light unto the nations; model
society; normalization in tension
with uniqueness; otherness of
Israel

uniqueness of Jews: in Dubnow’s dias-

pora nationalism, 49—50; Israel
Mattuck on, 4

United Nations: anti-Zionism resolu-
tion declared invalid in 1991, 224;
Leibowitz on uniqueness of Israel
and, 192; ostracism of Israel by, 187;
resolution of 1975 against Zionism,
186

universalist values: of Begin, 209; of
Ben-Gurion, 153; declining in Israel
today, 17; of Herzl’s model state, 53,
86; of Herzl’s Old New Land, 56, 62,
228; novels displaying tensions be-
tween religious values and, 64; of
Peres, 228; of public intellectuals
questioning Zionism, 248; unique-
ness of the Jewish people and, 158
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Vienna Secession, 23

Vietnamese boat refugees, 264-65

Villa, Eugenio, 134

Vilna: Bund founded in, 19, 41, 42—43;
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42—43; religious Zionists (Mizrahi)
founded in, 83; as site of socialists
protesting pogroms of 1905, 44
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under British or international rule
and, 12, 92-93; on borders of Jew-
ish national home, 9s; federation
plan presented with Jabotinsky,
112; Jabotinsky’s criticism of, 110;
messianic terminology of, 86-87;
Peel Plan and, 122; a state like Al-
bania and, 1, 9; on Zangwill’s Ter-
ritorialism, 129
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142; First Intifada in, 276; Hamas
in, 278; national-religious minori-
ty’s consensus on, 272, 274-75; OC-
cupied in 1967, 14, 188; Rabin’s
warning about annexation of, 216;
redefinition as Judea and Samaria,
213, 215, 218, 221
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in response to, 245; on danger of
messianism after 1967 victory, 193;
on emigrants as traitors to Zion-
ism, 238—40; on “neurotic solution”
as a minority among other na-
tions, 230-31; on urgency of Jewish
state after Holocaust, 145-46; on
Western Wall vs. Mount Herzl,
197-99

Yemen, Jewish immigrants to Israel
from, 180, 181, 209, 210

yeshiva students, exempted from mili-
tary service, 148, 149, 268

Yevsektsia, 130-31

Yiddish language: of Bundists, 41; Do-
blin’s decision to learn, 134; foreign
to Herzl and Nordau, 70-71; given
up in Herzl’s vision, s3, 55; Jabotin-
sky’s familiarity with, 108; of New
York paper Der Forverts, 44; of
Odessa writers, 46; respected by
Hebrew writer Yosef Hayim

Western Wall. See kotel (Western Brenner, 74; of writer Sholem
Wall) Aleichem, 37

Where Are You, Motek? (Goren), 254—55 The Yiddish Policemen’s Union (Cha-

Wiesel, Eliezer (aka Elie), 201 bon), 254

Wilhelm II (German Emperor), 219 Yiddish press, in Vilna, 43

Wilson, Arnold Talbot, 99 Yishuv: Ben-Gurion as leader of, 93;

Wolffsohn, David, 295n29 Brit Shalom on future of, 106; de-

Wolfson, Harry A., 165 fined as Jewish population in Pal-

women: enjoying equality in Herzl’s estine, 93; economic and cultural
Old New Land, 56; Revisionists’ life of, 1o1; kibbutz members as
principle of equality for, 103; avant-garde of, 78; Old Yishuv, 8o,
Zionist heroines, 79. See also gen- 84; political rights recognized
der inequality; gender roles under British Mandate, 99; politi-

Woodhead Commission, 122 cal structure under British Man-

Woodward, C. Vann, 6 date, 100-104

World Health Organization, 186 YIVO Institute for Jewish Research,

World History of the Jewish People (Dub- 135
now), 49 Yom Kippur War, 205, 206; settler

World Zionist Organization, 1, 91-92, movement and, 214-15; young Is-
101, 122, 144, 158 raelis emigrating after, 236
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Zangwill, Israel, 126, 129-30

Zeevi, Rehavam “Gandhi,” 217-18
Zimbabwe, Lemba of, 259

Zion, praying for return to, 37-38, 138
Zionism: of Ahad Ha’am, 65-67; aim-

ing to overcome sense of other-
ness, 4; Ben-Gurion’s distancing
from history of, 179-80; Canaanite
rejection of, 176-78, 179-80; con-
demned as imperialism and colo-
nialism, 7-8, 173; criticized by
Bund as bourgeois and reaction-
ary, 41; criticized in Forverts for
practical reasons, 45-46; dia-
sporism of Boyarin brothers as al-
ternative to, 245-46; Dubnow’s al-
ternative to, 48—50; of Eastern vs.
Western European Jews, 67, 69; en-
visioning migration in only one di-
rection, 232; foreign workers as
contrary to ethos of, 264; before

Herzl, 37—40; of Herzl’s model
state vs. particularistic paradigms,
11-12; of Middle East and North
Africa, 71; national religious fac-
tion regarding itself as vanguard
of, 274; novels examining ideals of,
250—54; paradox of, 52-53; post-
Zionist Israeli intellectuals and,
248-50; Rathenau’s rejection of,
21-22; religious elements in, 86-87,
298n84; Roth on failed project of,
241; seemingly reaching its goal in
interwar period, 123; settler move-
ment as apotheosis of, 215; ultra-
Orthodox mostly not identifying
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