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Introduction

THIS BOOK is about a character by the name of Haman, who is considered a
villain in virtually all varieties of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. As the book
is labeled a “biography;” I will dutifully describe Haman’s life—including his back-
ground, family, career, and death. Readers who are acquainted with Haman
from scripture and wish to discover more about him are invited to go straight
to Part IIT (“Haman’s Life”), where they will (hopefully) find what they are look-
ing for.

However, outside of the Bible and the Qur’an (and the commentaries on these
texts that their interpreters authored), there is very slim evidence for Haman’s
existence as a historical figure. What we possess, instead, is an abundance of mate-
rial concerning what those who read the Bible and the Qur’an have thought
about Haman. And although we will explore such evidence as there is for the
historical Haman, it will become clear throughout this book that his biography
has been repeatedly overlaid by exegetical expansions that make it nigh impos-
sible to recover a historical Haman with any degree of confidence.

In practice, this means two things: First, this book is primarily about Haman
as a literary character, whose depictions reflect the perspectives of the religious
traditions and scholars that produced our sources. Second, these sources come
from diverse regions, periods, and civilizations, a diversity reflected in the mul-
titude of Hamans whom we will encounter. In Part IT (“Haman in History”), we
examine the various contexts in which Jews, Christians, and Muslims developed
Haman’s character (Chapter 6) and deployed it polemically (Chapter 7).

Haman’s importance in the Abrahamic religions originates in his appearances
in scriptures. Although these are limited to a single book of the Hebrew Bible and
six verses of the Qur'an, Haman’s descriptions in versions of these texts (and in
the commentaries that they spawned) evolved in fascinating ways that will be
analyzed in Part I (“Haman in Scripture”). Moreover, as we will see throughout
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the book, despite Haman’s limited coverage in the Bible and the Qur’an, his
impact over the past two millennia has been enormous, making him one of his-
tory’s great overachievers.

To the best of my knowledge, this book is the first biography of Haman, and—
more generally—the first book-length attempt to trace a biblical character both
backwards and forwards in time. In addition to the expected Jewish and Chris-
tian treatments of Haman, we will explore his prebiblical origins in the ancient
Near East and his reception in Islamic cultures. Along the way, we will encoun-
ter ancient Iranian history and culture, Hellenism’s impact on Second Temple
Judaism, Abrahamic transformations in late antiquity, the development of clas-
sical Islamic civilization, and various episodes of medieval and early modern
European history. We will consider Haman’s refraction through the lenses of va-
rieties of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, as well as the interactions of these
religious traditions with Zoroastrianism, Samaritanism, and ancient Near East-
ern pantheons. And we will process Haman’s roles in scriptures, inter- and intra-
communal relations, religious theater, history, and historiography, in varieties of
Near Eastern literatures that do not usually feature in discussions of the Abra-
hamic religions, and in social media.'

Clearly, I have bitten off more of the Abrahamic pie than one person can rea-
sonably be expected to chew, and a reader looking for weaknesses, shortcom-
ings, faults, and deficiencies of whatever nature will probably have no problem
finding them in this book.? And yet, I believe that a comparative study of this sort
is justifiable, despite the clear pitfalls, for three reasons.

First, there is merit in adopting a comparative approach to Near Eastern studies
in general—by drawing on sources and materials from across a wide spectrum of
cultures, languages, and religious traditions—rather than carving up the field along
geographical, linguistic, or religious lines so as to produce discrete and largely
independent areas of research. The broad, comparative approach envisaged here
was instinctive to Orientalists in the nineteenth century (for instance) but is no
longer common, for mostly practical reasons. Max Miiller (d. 1900), a pioneer in
the academic study of religions, once remarked that “to know one [religion] is to
know none’”* Accordingly, limiting ourself to a single community’s Haman means
not knowing about even that particular manifestation of the character. My aim,
therefore, is to chart and analyze the various ways in which Haman’s character
evolved across time and space, which will allow us to draw broad conclusions
about the communities and traditions that produced their own Hamans.*

Second, the study of biblical reception history has traditionally privileged the
biblical context in which a character first appears as the “original” one, from which
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subsequent texts diverged. By considering Haman’s prebiblical origins (Chap-
ter 8), we are accepting the possibility that the book of Esther was receiving
Haman and reconfiguring him for its author’s purposes no less than did later
versions of Esther or the Qur’an. Similarly, the study of “biblical” characters in
the Qur’an has traditionally focused on the pre-Qur’anic origins of a character.
Here, by contrast, we trace Haman’s evolution along a chronological spectrum
that culminates in the Qur’an’s adaptation of the character to his new scriptural
surroundings, allowing us to highlight the Qur’anic Haman’s originality rather
than his origins.

Third, adopting a broad, comparative approach to Haman affords us a pan-
oramic view of Near Eastern or Abrahamic civilization that is rarely seen nowa-
days, for it has become a casualty of the hyper-specialization that pervades most
corners of Near and Middle Eastern studies. In charting Haman’s path through
history we will see that he was a divisive figure both within religions (on account
of stirring debates about his status), and between religions (as his name was used
polemically, to denigrate rivals). But we will also see ways in which Haman served
as a unifier for competing communities where, for example, celebrations of his
demise were attended by Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike.

Bearing the above in mind, this book is less a Haman encyclopedia and more
an exploration of Near Eastern history and religious culture through the example
of Haman, who is, for some, one of the most evil characters who ever existed,
and for others, one of the most maligned characters who never existed.
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131, 140, 162, 213, 267nN211, 213, 215 and
216, 2691239, 281n117

History of Prophets and Kings, 131

Hitler, Adolf, 147, 150, 151, 236, 273153

Holofernes, 96-99, 257nn67 and 68

Holy Land, 14, 19, 52-54, 78, 81, 89, 92, 93,
96, 106, 122, 146, 166, 249Nn14, 257162,
259185, 266n195. See also Judea/Judeans;
Palestine

Homan, 83, 84, 86, 103, 164, 257167,
284n154, 293n65

Homay, 83, 84, 254n14, 255117, 2611118,
269n239

Horowitz, E., 166, 263n146, 276123

hubris, 25, 38—40, 64, 91, 97, 242n15,
246nn7y1 and 72, 250136, 294nn94 and 2

Humban, 177-81, 183-87, 190, 191, 279nn82
and 84, 28onng4 and 96, 281n108,
282n125, 28311136, 141 and 145, 2841154

Hungary, 292n36, 295n7

Husayn (imam), 230, 231, 293177, 294179

Iberia/Iberians, 119, 139, 143, 144

Iblis. See Satan

Ibn ‘Abbas (vizier), 142

Ibn Abd al-Hakam, 167, 289n87

Ibn al-Amid, 135, 267n18

Ibn al-Kashsha; 139

Ibn Ezra, Abraham, 143, 262n134, 271n26,
272N34

Ibn Ishaq, 64

Ibn Khaldan, 124, 134-36, 182, 268n18,
270151, 271N20

Ibn Manzir, 253nn42 and 48

Ibn Wahshiyyah, 276130, 281n106

Idumeans, 38. See also Edom/Edomites

India/Indians, 123, 130, 132, 133, 165, 179,
211, 233, 239N2, 276n18

Indus River, 119, 121

Injil (“Gospel”), 61

Inmestar, 111, 263n144

Inquisition, Spanish, 143, 144, 229, 272138

Instructions of Ankhsheshong, 169, 240n11,
251114

Iran, 2, 16, 50, 77, 81, 83, 84, 86, 107, 118, 123,
127, 131, 132, 164, 165, 167, 185, 203, 222,
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May Laws (1882), 146

Mayer, John, 112, 148, 223, 274n72

Media/Median, 50, 96, 124, 141, 188

Mediterranean, 36, 50, 81, 101, 102, 118, 121,
257162, 2611117, 267Nn215, 279173
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Morocco, 165
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Muharram, 231
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274n79; Shi‘a, 49, 122, 142, 153, 157, 219,
222, 229-32, 235, 2661203, 293nn75 and
77, 294n83; Sunnis, 158, 230, 231, 294NN94
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Namtar, 176, 279n79

Near East, 2, 3, 20, 36, 50, 59, 65, 67, 77, 101,
113, 118, 119, 167, 169, 170, 172, 200, 206,
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Pahlavi, 107, 108, 219, 261
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pope/papacy, 54, 145, 151-54, 157, 234,
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162, 183, 184, 189, 190, 203, 215, 217-35,
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291n18, 292n43

Quraysh, 163

Rabghtizi, al-, 210, 211, 289n99
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Rashi, 87, 132, 133, 2691243
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Rhodes, 226
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116-18, 152, 157, 162, 166, 212, 220, 228,
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117, 259185

Russia, 146, 224
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Rustow, M., 138
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Saadiah Gaon, 18, 109, 120-22, 241n23,
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Saba, Abraham, 141, 144, 264n169,
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Sabbath, 95, 96, 115, 2651172

Sacaea, 227, 281n116

Saddam Hussein, 146

Sadducees, 48, 120, 263n151
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Sale, George, 154
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Samak-i Ayyar, 84-87, 202, 2551123, 30
and 33
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Samaritanism, Samaritans, 2, 6, 9, 71, 102,
116, 120, 138-41, 150, 215, 227, 228, 233,
236, 27onn8 and 11, 271nn18 and 21

Samuel, 15, 16, 240113, 279n87

Samuel ibn Naghrila (Shmuel ha-Nagid),
142, 271N30

Sarakhs, 164, 208, 275n11

Sardis, gulf of, 69, 289n87

Sasanid empire, 50, 102, 103, 107, 119, 121,
166, 219, 228, 255130, 258n82, 259185,
261n119, 2671216, 287156

Satan, 23, 29, 56, 80, 81, 91, 118, 128, 196,
219, 223, 224, 243132, 244138, 247n9,
254148, 259194, 2741070

Saul, 15, 16, 18, 64, 109, 135, 173, 175, 176,
225, 240nn13 and 15, 241N21, 244n48,
246n73, 262n134, 278n60

Schafer, P, 92

scriptures, 1-3, 5-73, 75, 77, 89, 101, 102,
106, 108, 120-24, 128, 136-38, 140, 144,
147, 152-56, 161, 162, 167, 168, 173, 187,
190, 192, 205, 207, 214, 215, 219, 233, 234,
236, 248nn1 and 13, 250n1, 266n87,
271n26, 274n81, 275n89

Scythopolis, 109, 166, 228, 262n129,
293n66

Second Temple period. See Temple (of
Jerusalem)

Sefer ha-Yashar, 211

Sefer Yosippon, 166, 167, 244137, 2691251

Segal, E., 198, 2641162

Seleucid empire, 64, 81, 92, 93, 96, 98, 105

For general queries, contact info@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

332 GENERAL INDEX
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Septuagint. See LXX

Shah Abbas II, 142

Shahin of Shiraz, 190, 204, 269n248

Shakespeare, William, 17

Shalom, Abraham, 213

Shammai, 49

Shapira, D., 184

Sheba, Queen of, 207, 252n20

Shem, 89, 287n63

Sheol, 188

Shiel, Lady Mary, 232

Shimr ibn Dhi al-Jawshan, 231

Shimshai, 139, 198, 264n162, 2651169,
271n16, 286nn35, 37 and 38

Shiraz, 293n74, 294185

Shmuel ben Nahman, 236, 295n8

Shughal Pil-i Zir, 85

Sibt Ibn al-Jawzi, 210

Sibylline Oracles, 105, 106, 2591259

Simut, Sumudu, 179, 184, 280n104

Sin, 181

Sisera, 199, 200, 236

Sivan, H., 226, 228

Siyavash, 222, 230
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Spain, 179, 190, 229, 272nn42 and 44.
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Stolper, M. W., 169
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Suddi, al-, 68, 69, 253n45

Sufi, Sufism, 122, 200

Sukkoth, 228
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Sulpicius Severus, 59, 268n221, 2691238,
272140

Sura, 103

Susa, 21, 33, 35, 66, 85, 103, 130, 131, 133,
164, 165, 167-69, 177, 184, 187-89, 191,
203, 245nn51, 52 and 55, 254116, 2621128,
277n38, 280n94, 283nn138 and 146,
284n154

Sushtar. See Tustar

Sylvanus, 228

Synagogue (allegorical figure) 57, 60, 148,
273057

Syria, 50, 52, 81, 92, 110, 111, 128, 277N36

Syriac, 29, 51, 55, 59, 67, 221, 268n220,
280n100, 288n85

Tabar, al-, 64, 83, 124, 130-34, 139, 202, 203,
254n16, 2550120 and 27, 261n113, 268n237,
269n248, 270n252, 272140, 288n67
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Talmud, 21, 52, 53, 59, 88, 109, 121, 125, 132,
189, 190, 194, 196, 199, 211, 212, 218, 236,
245N57, 248n12, 249118, 259N93,
2601107, 261nn123 and 126, 262nn129
and 132, 2641162, 2661196, 270n5,
278n52, 280n106, 281n119, 288n8o0,
289n106; Babylonian, 46, 49, 52, 59, 82,
97, 103, 107, 113, 114, 118, 121, 241N22,
2471015, 248n6, 257157, 2611123, 2651172,
265n185, 274175; Jerusalem, 53, 113,
251N20, 257157, 265N172

Tanakh. See Bible

Tanhum ha-Yerushalmi, 124, 240n10,
261n124, 262n127

taqiyya, 144

targum, 59, 71, 190, 193, 242111, 250N39,
259n86. See also Aramaic

Targum Rishon, 114, 133, 193, 197, 201,
243136, 284n2

Targum Sheni, 59, 124, 165, 193, 199, 24013,
284n10

Tarsus, 109, 125, 272140

Tattenai, 195, 198

Taylor, Thomas, 152

ta‘ziyah, 130, 131, 293075

Tebet, 20, 241n1

Temple (of Jerusalem), 5, 14, 38, 50, 52, 77,
78, 93-99, 105, 106, 108, 113-15, 117, 122,
135, 139, 195, 196, 198, 200, 207, 211, 213,
252120, 257157, 259nn93 and 99,
2601n112, 2631151, 264Nn169, 270N251;
Second Temple period, 2, 29, 52, 64, 65,
81, 86, 88, 90—92, 95-101, 105, 113, 115,
120, 126, 128, 145, 146, 165, 167, 222,
247n9, 258nn73 and 79, 260n112, 282n123

Terah, 204, 288n71

Teresh, 40, 109, 117, 125, 216, 217, 221,
246n62, 2621130, 272N40

Teyma, 50

Theodosius I, 104

Theophilus of Edessa, 124, 125, 131, 135, 153,
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Thessalonica, 50, 225, 271n33

Tiamat, 174-77, 197, 227, 278060

Titus, 106, 146, 287nn51 and 52

Toledot Yeshu, 110, 262n139
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123, 125-27, 129, 130, 134-36, 139, 140,
142, 143, 145, 168, 170, 176, 198, 202, 203,
206, 208, 2009, 211, 233, 253N42, 255033,
271n22, 279n79, 288n84

Vorlage, 30-32, 35, 40, 44, 90, 179, 206,
242n24, 243nn24 and 26, 245nn53 and
56, 258n76, 276n31

Vulgate, 32, 54, 55, 75, 2491N16, 290N4

Watwat, al-, 128, 268nn229-231
Wechsler, M. G., 47, 55, 87, 163

Xenophon, 183

Xerxes, 9, 27, 35, 82, 125, 169, 180, 182,
184-86, 245161, 250n43, 264n169, 268n221,
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Zadok, R., 139, 177
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22-24 and 27, 291nn15 and 19
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