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INTRODUCTION

Hasidism as a Modern Movement

)

IT WAS THE CENTURY OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT and of the American and French
Revolutions: the dawn of the modern world. But it was also the century of the Great
Religious Awakening in North America, of Pietism in Germany, and of the split in the
Russian Orthodox Church between Reformers and Old Believers. We are accustomed
to think of the Enlightenment and its critique of religion as representing modernity,
while seeing movements of religious revival as reactionary, throwbacks to an earlier
age. Yet the story of modernity is more complex. As we now know, the trajectory of
history did not lead in a straight line from religion to secularism, “darkness” to “light”:
religion is as much a part of the modern world as it was of the medieval. As much as
religion typically claims to stand for tradition, even the most seemingly “orthodox” or
“fundamentalist” forms of religion in the modern world are themselves products of
their age. Just as secularism was incubated in the womb of religion, so religion since
the eighteenth century is a product of its interaction with secularism.

The southeastern corner of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth was certainly an
improbable place for a “modern” religious movement to be born. Yet it was there,
starting sometime in the middle of the eighteenth century, that small circles of Jewish
pietists coalesced around rabbis who would come to be called, in Hebrew, tsaddikim
(“righteous men”) or, in Yiddish, rebbes. From these modest beginnings emerged a
movement that eventually named itself Hasidism (“piety”). The name referred not only
to the traditional virtues of piety that the movement espoused but also to a new ethos
of ecstatic joy and a new social structure, the court of the rebbe and his followers, his
Hasidim, a word formerly meaning “pious men” but now also “disciples.” Drawing
upon earlier texts of Kabbalah—or Jewish mysticism—as well as popular magical tra-
ditions, the tsaddikim (singular: tsaddik) served as intercessors between their Hasi-
dim and God, providing the channels through which their followers could commune
with the divine. They signified this relationship to God with such terms as devekut
(“ecstatic union”), ha'alat nitzotzot (“raising of sparks”), and avodah be-gashmiyut
(“worship through the material”). Focusing primarily on prayer rather than study,
they developed new techniques for mastering mahshavot zarot (“alien thoughts,” or
distractions, typically of a sexual nature). Rather than ascetic withdrawal, they em-
phasized simha (“joy”), seizing such thoughts and elevating them to pure spirituality.
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Above all, Hasidic theology emphasized divine immanence—that is, that God is pres-
ent throughout the material world.

From its beginnings, Hasidism was far more than an intellectual movement. It was
also a set of bodily practices, including praying, storytelling, singing, dancing, and
eating, all performed within the frame of the reciprocal relationship between rebbe
and Hasid. The very physicality of Hasidism played an enormous role in transforming
it from an elite to a popular movement. Despite all of the traditional elements one
finds in Hasidism, this concatenation of ideas and practices was something entirely
new in Jewish history, a movement of mass religiosity that would take its place side
by side with more secular movements as part of the complex phenomenon of Jewish
modernity.

This book presents a new history of Hasidism from its origins to the present. We
intend to focus not only on the charismatic rebbes who have served as the movement’s
leaders but also on its followers. What did it mean in different periods to live as a
Hasid, whether in close proximity to the rebbe’s court or at a distance? Was Hasidism
in a given time and place a majority phenomenon or a minority? What were the rela-
tions on the ground between Hasidim and non-Hasidim? What were the relations be-
tween Hasidim and non-Jews, both governments and ordinary people? We propose,
therefore, to offer a cultural history of Hasidism, combining its social structures with
its religious ideas.

Nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century attempts to write histories of Ha-
sidism were often products of the polemics for and against the movement among East
European rabbis and intellectuals. These polemics also reverberated among the Ger-
man Jewish historians, the school called the Wissenschaft des Judentums (“science
of Judaism”). The most important of these historians, Heinrich Graetz, was scath-
ing about Hasidism in his highly influential History of the Jews, where he contrasted
Moses Mendelssohn, whom he termed the founder of the German Jewish Enlighten-
ment, with the benighted “founder” of Hasidism, Israel Ba’al Shem Tov of Mezhbizh
(Miedzyboz). For Graetz, Hasidism was unjiidisch (un-Jewish), a pack of ignorant su-
perstitions, and thus not a fitting subject for a history of the Jews.

It became possible to write a more balanced or objective account only at the turn of
the twentieth century, once these battles had died down. The first to do so was Solo-
mon Schechter (1847-1915), who published a small booklet on the subject in English
in 1896 and in German in 1904. Schechter, who came from a Chabad Hasidic family,
made his name as a scholar of the Cairo Geniza and did not pursue Hasidism as his
main subject. More influential was Shmuel Abba Horodezky (1871-1957), whose four-
volume history appeared in 1922. However, Horodezky tended to romanticize Hasi-
dism, from whose bosom he also sprang, even though he had embraced the worldview
of the Jewish Enlightenment.

Most important for subsequent scholarship was Simon Dubnow (1860-1941), the
doyen of Eastern European Jewish historians. Already in the late 1880s, Dubnow un-
dertook to collect sources for such a history, publishing a series of articles in Russian
between 1888 and 1893. It was a period in Russian Jewish letters when intellectuals
began to intuit the disintegration of the traditional Jewish world and sought to pre-
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serve its memory by ethnographic and archival research. Although the world of the
shtetl (plural: shtetlekh; the market towns in which many Jews lived) would persist for
anumber of decades, urbanization and emigration were already taking their toll. Dub-
now, in exile from this world in Berlin, published the first scholarly study of the move-
ment in 1931. At the request of Ahad Ha’am, the founder of cultural Zionism who had
died four years earlier, Dubnow wrote his influential book Toldot ha-Hasidut ('The His-
tory of Hasidism) in Hebrew. (It was also published simultaneously in German. Only a
small portion is available in English.) In luminescent and riveting prose, Dubnow’s
book sketched the history of Hasidism from the time of its putative founder, Israel
Ba’al Shem Tov, to 1815. Since Dubnow’s views were so dominant, it is worth spelling
them out in some detail.

* % %

Dubnow asserted that Hasidism emerged in the context of a political, economic, social,
and spiritual crisis that overwhelmed the Jews of Ukraine, and eventually the whole
of Polish Jewry. This crisis began with the 1648 uprising of Cossacks and Ukrainian
(Ruthenian) peasants led by the man Ukrainians revere as their George Washington
and whom Jews vilify as among their worst persecutors: Bogdan Khmelnytsky. A key
component of this revolt against Polish rule in the Ukrainian territories of Poland was
persecutions and massacres, especially of Jews, earning these events the Jewish sobri-
quet Gezeirot Tah-ve-Tat (the persecutions of 1648-1649). In Dubnow’s telling, these
persecutions set off a chain of anti-Jewish harassment, repression, and depredations
lasting well into the eighteenth century, and climaxing in what he termed a “frenzy of
blood libels.” External persecution therefore provided the crisis to which Hasidism
was an answer. Other early scholars of Hasidism emphasized different crises: Ben-
Zion Dinur (1884-1973) focused on the corruption and political disintegration of the
Polish Jewish communities, while Raphael Mahler (1899-1977) drew attention to eco-
nomic factors.

All early historians of Hasidism also agreed with Dubnow about the centrality of
the man generally considered to be the founder of Hasidism, Israel ben Eli’ezer, Ba’al
Shem Tov—often known by the acronymic form of this Hebrew title, Israel Besht (or
just “the Besht”). The Ba’al Shem Tov (ca. 1700-1760) was a ba'al shem (plural: ba’alei
shem)—that is, “master of the [divine] name,” a kind of shaman who could use magic
to invoke divine forces. According to Dubnow, who drew on Hasidic stories as well as
archival material, the Besht was at once a socially marginal magician and a sophisti-
cated religious innovator who proposed a new form of Judaism. He, like his audience,
was relatively uneducated, and he promulgated his teachings through stories and pithy
folk sayings.

According to this view, the rabbis of the Polish Jewish communities, oblivious to
the real problems people were facing, imposed upon them an onerous halakhic (legal)
regime. Communal lay leaders knew only how to demand obedience and raise taxes. By
contrast, the Besht’s doctrines, leadership style, and righteous acts offered psychological-
spiritual healing (tikkun) to the Jewish soul and relief from communal oppression. By
the time of his death on the holiday of Shavuot in 1760, he had galvanized an original—
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yet authentically Jewish—revivalist movement. In Dubnow’s account—which in many
ways mirrored that of the Hasidim themselves—this movement had a coherent set of
doctrines and institutions that attracted the semilearned majority, but not the learned
elite.

For Dubnow, Hasidism from the outset was a dynastic movement, where a leader
passed his authority to a son or favorite student, so the mantle of the Besht’s leader-
ship was inherited by one of his main disciples, Dov Ber, the Maggid (preacher) of
Mezritsh (Miedzyrzecz) (d. 1772). The Maggid (as he is usually called) further articu-
lated Hasidism’s doctrines, established its headquarters in his court north of Mezhbizh
in the more centrally located Mezritsh, and dispatched emissaries to attract new fol-
lowers for the movement. After the Maggid’s death, a group of his disciples brought
the movement to organizational and doctrinal maturity, founding their own autono-
mous courts in far-flung areas of Poland and the Russian Jewish Pale of Settlement
(areas of western Russia where the Jews were permitted to live). This third generation
was composed of men such as Elimelekh of Lizhensk (Lezajsk), Levi Yitshak of Bardit-
shev (Berdichev), Avraham of Kalisk, Menahem Mendel of Vitebsk, and Shneur Zal-
man of Liady. Each cultivated a signature organizational style and set of doctrinal nu-
ances while maintaining authentic spiritual connections and loyalty to the Maggid’s
legacy. This decentralized structure and flexible faith enhanced Hasidism’s physical
and doctrinal accessibility to a broad public, boosting the movement’s popularity and
enabling it to dominate the Jewish street, at least in the southerly reaches of the Rus-
sian Pale of Settlement.

These first three generations of the movement’s leadership—the Besht, the Mag-
gid, Ya’akov Yosef of Polnoye (a disciple of the Besht who did not found a court or
dynasty), and the Maggid’s disciples—constituted for Dubnow the creative and pris-
tine period of Hasidism. Lasting from the Besht’s “revelation” circa 1736 (preceding
his move to Mezhbizh) and extending until 1815 (by which time all of the Maggid’s
students had passed from the scene), this period came to be known as “early” Hasi-
dism. For Dubnow, the history of this period of Hasidism was essentially the history of
these leaders.

Ending his history in 1815, Dubnow believed that this date marked a turning point
from the “classical” or “creative” age of the movement to its later degeneration into
“late” Hasidism when the movement splintered into myriad dynasties and subdynas-
ties with little ideological originality or coherence. He thought nineteenth-century
Hasidism was perverted by “tsaddikism” (excessive veneration of its leaders, whom
he described as corrupt or as charlatans) and wastefully preoccupied with its struggle
with Haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment). This degeneration culminated after 1870 in
what Dubnow dubbed “the period of absolute decline.”

While Dubnow, Dinur, and others created the framework for Hasidic history, Mar-
tin Buber (1878-1965) and Gershom Scholem (1897-1982) sought to elucidate its
spiritual and intellectual content. Buber famously termed Hasidism “Kabbalah become
ethos,” by which he meant that Hasidism concretized mystical insights into pious be-
havior and transformed the leaders’ charisma into the basis for a just society. He made
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central one phrase in Hasidic texts, avodah be-gashmiyut (“worshipping God through
the material world”), which he understood in line with his own religious existential-
ism. Instead of an escape into otherworldly mysticism, Buber saw Hasidism as con-
sciously grounded in this world. Buber’s primary source for learning the nature of Ha-
sidism was Hasidic stories, typically recounting exploits of the tsaddikim. Not merely
tales conveying folk wisdom and laudable charitable acts, these stories for Buber held
the key to Hasidism’s revolutionary spirituality. In order to penetrate the deep spiritual-
ethical message of each story, he rewrote them, which for Buber was a method of re-
vealing their true meaning. Buber’s earliest work on Hasidism, from the first decade
of the twentieth century, was part of the rediscovery of Hasidism—often called “neo-
Hasidism”—by a cohort of modern, often nationalist, thinkers who found in it a model
of romantic religiosity with which to counter assimilationist rationalism and rabbinism.

Gershom Scholem, although part of this movement of romantic recovery, insisted
on rigorous standards of historical scholarship. Scholem reconstructed the history
of Kabbalah—Jewish mysticism—from its origins in antiquity through Hasidism. He
agreed with Dubnow and other earlier historians that Hasidism was a response to a
crisis, but he located the crisis elsewhere. For Scholem, Hasidism was “the latest phase”
of Jewish mysticism arising out of the failure of Shabbetai Tsvi and his seventeenth-
century messianic movement. He argued that Israel Ba’al Shem Tov possessed certain
Sabbatian manuscripts and that his movement needed to be understood as a response
to Sabbatianism. Like the Sabbatians, Hasidism gave priority to charismatic spiritual-
ists over Talmudic scholars. But where Sabbatianism veered into violation of the law
as a result of its acute messianism, Hasidism “neutralized” messianism, fully embraced
Jewish law, and redirected Sabbatianism’s mystical energies from the national plane to
the individual.

Scholem originally echoed Buber’s idea that the charismatic Hasidic tsaddik trans-
lated Kabbalah into ethical values applied through Jewish law (halakhah) to the com-
mon people’s everyday life. But later, as part of a withering attack on Buber, Scholem
insisted that Hasidism’s real contribution was the appropriation and new articulation
of earlier Kabbalistic notions, especially ecstatic union with God (devekut) and “anni-
hilation of reality” (bittul ha-yesh). This theology was the opposite of this-worldly: it
sought to transcend the material world. Yet Scholem agreed with Buber that Hasidism
was not theosophically innovative, but instead focused on the inner life of the tsaddik
and his Hasid. At the very onset of the movement, in Scholem’s view, personality took
the place of doctrine.

Like all previous scholars of Hasidism, Scholem considered the movement’s first
half-century to be a heroic period, a rebellion of religious energy against petrified re-
ligious values. Even though it brought forth no original ideas, its dynamic social struc-
ture revolutionized Eastern European Jewish life. But by the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, Hasidism had lost its original élan. Scholem quoted a famous story by the
nineteenth-century rebbe Israel Friedman of Ruzhin (1776-1850), who claimed that
he no longer possessed any of the actual magical powers of his eighteenth-century
predecessors—all he had left were the stories of their deeds. Storytelling, to be sure,
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took on its own magical power in later Hasidism, but the intellectual creativity of the
early movement had atrophied. For Scholem, the long history of Jewish mysticism
came to an end with eighteenth-century Hasidism.

*k kR

The powerful narrative represented by these scholars, who were born in the latter part
of the nineteenth century and flourished mainly in the first half of the twentieth, pro-
vides the crucial backdrop for this book, crucial because the counter-narrative that we
will present challenges many of its assumptions and conclusions. As we shall see and
as the latest research demonstrates, a “hasidism before Hasidism” arose before the
eighteenth century, largely independent of Sabbatianism. Hasidism’s sources lay not
only in Lurianic Kabbalah, as Scholem thought, but in a diverse library of Kabbalistic
texts going back to the thirteenth-century Zohar and other late medieval and early
modern mystical-moralistic tracts. Ascetic in nature, this mystical movement differed
from later Hasidism, but it still furnished the later movement with texts, ideas, and
potential followers.

As a movement that borrowed eclectically from many sources, Hasidism cannot be
reduced to one, homogeneous doctrine. It incorporated both ascetic negation of the
material world and antiascetic affirmation of the material, as well as messianic and
antimessianic tendencies. For some Hasidic teachers, devekut meant the union of the
worshipper with God, while for others, it meant less self-effacing communion. Some
Hasidic teachings are almost explicitly pantheistic, while others emphasize God’s tran-
scendence. Some rank prayer higher than study, while others see them as equally holy.
Some doctrines are imbued with halakhah, while a few flirt with antinomianism. Each
tsaddik offered his own interpretation of the “philosophy” of Hasidism. Not one, but
the full range of these ideas must count as constituting Hasidism.

There have been repeated attempts, most recently by Moshe Idel, to find sources of
influence for Hasidic ideas in non-Jewish sources, such as in ecstatic religion in the
Carpathian Mountains. It is possible that the emphasis on certain kinds of prayer, cults
of holy saints, and pilgrimages to their graves all have their parallels, if not roots, in
similar phenomena in the protean world from which Hasidism sprang. Although the
proof remains elusive, we wholly endorse the idea that Hasidism must be understood
not as hermetically sealed but as a part of its environment. Certainly, the attraction of
Eastern European noblemen and peasants alike to the tsaddikim and their courts that
we find in the nineteenth century testifies to how embedded Hasidism was in its world.
So, too, does the way Hasidic tales reflect motifs from folklore generally and Eastern
European folklore in specific. That some Christians regarded tombs of tsaddikim as
sites of veneration and that there were Jews who assigned theurgic power to some
contemporary Christian figures speaks volumes about the complex relations between
the two religions. Although the Hasidic masters at times disparaged the Christian world
in terms of Kabbalistic dualism, the day-to-day interactions between Hasidim—as well
as other Jews of the time and place—and Christians were marked not only by antago-
nism but also by symbiosis.
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Returning to the movement’s origins, we claim, against the prevailing arguments of
the earlier scholarship, that it was not crisis that gave birth to Hasidism but instead de-
velopments within the religious and social life of Polish Jews. By the early eighteenth
century, the Jewish communities of Eastern Poland (present-day Ukraine) were deeply
engaged in the process of reconstruction following the pogroms of 1648-1649. The
communal structure was still quite strong; the crisis of the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth lay in the future. Furthermore, and perhaps most importantly, Israel Ba’al
Shem Tov was not an unschooled radical who sought to overturn either the values or
social structure of his time. A functionary of his community, he did indeed gather a
small circle around him, but this circle was drawn from the learned elite. And the
sources do not demonstrate that he intended to found a movement: the “founder” of
Hasidism acquired that role only retrospectively two or three generations later. Rather,
it is apparent that he and his followers saw themselves as operating within the bounds
of conventional mystical pietism.

It was Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezritsh, a member of this group, often portrayed
as the Besht’s anointed successor, who formed the first court—that is, a place where
Hasidim and other admirers of a rebbe made pilgrimage to receive his blessing and
imbibe his teachings (others of the Besht’s circle also established something like courts
around the same time). When Dov Ber died in 1772, his disciples created a multiplicity
of courts in multiple locations.

The year 1772 is also crucial because it marks the first herem, or ban, against the
Hasidim. Hasidism’s opponents (Mitnaggdim) mocked its claim to be a form of pietism
by calling the followers of what they took to be a movement as mit’hasdim—those who
pretend to be pious. In this way, the opponents tried to distinguish the new “Hasidim”
from the older “hasidim”, even if the former at least initially saw themselves as only a
variant of the latter. It is therefore possible that these opponents, led by Eliyahu, the
Gaon of Vilna, played a key, if unwitting, role in forcing the Hasidim to see themselves
as a movement. Just as Hasidism provoked a movement of opposition, so the opposi-
tion helped to catalyze Hasidism into a movement. Hasidism as a movement was
therefore the product of the last quarter of the eighteenth century. Yet its followers
remained few in number. The courts of the tsaddikim probably numbered dozens or,
at most, hundreds of Hasidim each. And not every Hasidic leader necessarily formed
a court. But something new was unquestionably happening. The tsaddikim consti-
tuted new types of leaders. While some also served as communal rabbis, they gener-
ally extended their geographical influence beyond specific towns. A new pattern of
religious life developed where Hasidim who lived at a distance from their rebbes made
pilgrimage to the Hasidic courts one or more times a year. This geographic develop-
ment would have a profound effect on how Hasidic Jews saw their relationship to
place. It also created a social and leadership structure that would serve the traditional
community well in the face of the dislocations of modernity.

By the second decade of the nineteenth century, Hasidic leadership developed in-
creasingly in the direction of dynasties and institutionalized courts—something, we
argue, that was not true of the Besht and his followers. As we noted earlier, Dubnow
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saw in nineteenth-century Hasidism a movement in decline, but, even so, he clearly
believed that more needed to be said about the later movement. (In the preface to his
canonical history, he laid out the parameters and sources for a second volume, while
he admitted that old age prevented him from undertaking the task.) We have heeded
Dubnow’s call for work on the later movement even as we depart from his narrative of
decline. We argue instead that Hasidism of this later period was entering its first golden
age (the second began in the last decades of the twentieth century). Spreading rapidly
into Congress Poland, Galicia, Hungary, and Romania, as well as in its eighteenth-
century strongholds in Ukraine and Belarus (White Russia), the movement became
increasingly numerous and influential. If it did not win over a majority of East Euro-
pean Jews, Hasidism nevertheless claimed a mass following. It fought for and often
gained control over local communities. One of the key stories that we will tell involves
the life of the Hasidim in the shtetl—that is, far from the courts of the tsaddikim.

It was in the early nineteenth century that many important Hasidic texts from the
eighteenth century were edited and published, a process that actually started in the
1780s. The editors of these texts thus put their stamp on their progenitors in the eigh-
teenth century, turning the Ba’al Shem Tov retrospectively into the “founder of Hasi-
dism” and projecting their conception of a dynastic movement backward by a half-
century and more. Because of the paucity of historical sources about the Ba’al Shem
Tov, the relationship of later Hasidism to its putative founder resembles that of the
early Christian Church to Jesus, whose teachings also remain shrouded in mystery.
The way in which later generations of Hasidim shaped the image of the Besht is there-
fore of critical importance in understanding their own definitions of the movement.

Far from lacking in intellectual creativity, nineteenth-century Hasidism spawned
a variety of schools and new ideas that unfortunately have attracted less scholarly
attention than their eighteenth-century predecessors. The theological creativity of
eighteenth-century Hasidism underwent important changes as the movement became
both more popular and more institutionalized. While some tsaddikim, such as those of
Zhidachovand Komarno (Komarno) emphasized Kabbalah, other nineteenth-century
Hasidic leaders, notably Israel of Ruzhin, explicitly scorned the Kabbalistic theology
of the early movement in favor of a more practical, nonintellectual form of Hasidism.
A new kind of leadership emerged, especially in Galicia and Hungary, of rebbes who
functioned simultaneously as tsaddikim and as traditional rabbinical legal authorities.
Other creative innovations were not lacking, from the antinomian speculations of
Izhbits Hasidism to the extreme and idiosyncratic asceticism of Menahem Mendel of
Kotzk. At the same time, archival evidence suggests that nineteenth-century Hasidism
may not have been primarily a movement of the poor and unlettered any more than it
was in the eighteenth century. It also attracted merchants who found the widespread
social networks of Hasidic groups useful for commercial as well as religious purposes.

As Hasidism won an ever-wider circle of adherents, its earlier Orthodox opponents
gradually came to accept the movement as a legitimate part of the traditional world,
especially when that world came under assault by Jewish Enlightenment activists
known as Maskilim (singular: Maskil). These intellectuals, who were at first a tiny mi-
nority in the Jewish world, established alliances with the Russian and Habsburg states
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as well as with other forces of modernization. In their satirical writings, the Maskilim
found a ready target in the tsaddikim as corrupt charlatans and their Hasidim as gull-
ible obscurantists. In the pages that follow, we will focus more than previous histori-
ans on the ways in which Hasidism itself evolved precisely as the result of its conflict
with the forces of Enlightenment. The Hasidim embraced modern strategies of politi-
cal organizing and lobbying, often winning important concessions by the Russian,
Polish, and Habsburg authorities against attacks by their Jewish and non-Jewish ene-
mies. Like other modern religious movements of tradition, Hasidism drew much of its
sustenance from the struggle with the Enlighteners. Just as it is impossible to think
about the Jewish Enlightenment without its attacks against Hasidism, we argue that
it is impossible to think of Hasidism without its use of new weapons against secular
modernity.

The mass emigration of Jews from the Russian Empire that began in 1881 and lasted
until the 1920s siphoned off millions of potential adherents, many of whom abandoned
religion when they left the Old Country. Urbanization shifted the centers of popula-
tion from the small market towns in which Jews were often the majority, to cities, es-
pecially Warsaw. Although Hasidism remained rooted in small towns, with the onset
of World War I, a number of important courts migrated to the cities. At the same time,
the railroad made it easier for Hasidim to travel to the court of the rebbe. Always a
geographically dispersed movement, with its groups drawing their adherents from be-
yond the local community of the rebbe, Hasidism was ideally positioned to benefit
from new forms of transportation. In the late twentieth century, the Hasidim made
similar use of the airplane—and in the twenty-first century, we see a parallel process,
among some Hasidic groups, with the use of the Internet.

In the early twentieth century, Hasidism faced a new and less hospitable landscape.
World War I and the Bolshevik Revolution shattered Jewish society and radically de-
stabilized the movement’s social infrastructure. So, too, did the rapid secularization
and acculturation of the Polish Jews between the World Wars. Ideologies like Zionism
and Communism competed for the loyalty of young Jews. On the eve of the Holocaust,
Hasidism was very much besieged. And what these other forces had started, the Nazis
finished by murdering an incalculable number of Hasidic leaders and their followers.
By the end of the war, the idea that the movement was finished was not unreasonable.
Hasidism was but a pale ghost of its former self—many rebbes and their Hasidim dead
or scattered to the winds.

When Simon Dubnow wrote his history in 1931, he reported having just heard that
the Soviet authorities had destroyed the tombs of the Ba’al Shem Tov and Nahman
of Bratslav, two of the main sites of Hasidic pilgrimage. Himself in exile from Russia,
Dubnow clearly despaired about the future of the Jews in that part of the world that
was their historic heartland. From his vantage point, the history of Hasidism appeared
to be coming to an end. Yet after the devastation of the Holocaust, which claimed Dub-
now as one of its early victims, the phoenix has risen from the ashes in ways and in
places that would have astonished its first historian.

While earlier Hasidism was almost exclusively an Eastern European phenomenon,
the postwar movement had to reroot itselfin new and radically changed circumstances
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in relatively small areas of settlement, primarily in North America and in what would
become the modern State of Israel. A new concept of Hasidic place took hold. Hasi-
dism came to see itself in exile from its original home in Eastern Europe, preserving
the place names where it originated as the names of its rebbes’ courts. Eastern Europe
became an imagined space, the site of hallowed memory. With the fall of Commu-
nism and the end of travel restrictions in the former East Bloc, holy sites, especially
the graves of rebbes, have resurfaced and today have become destinations of Hasidic
pilgrimage.

Place is but one dimension of Hasidic identity as it emerged in the postwar era.
Hasidim turned Yiddish into a holy language, a way of preserving the vanished world
of Eastern Europe. Clothing and a variety of other customs specific to each Hasidic
group also assumed sacred meaning. Because they signified the Old Home, they could
not be changed. In this fashion, a movement of tradition became traditionalist—that is,
a movement whose raison d’étre was to conserve the past. Yet, of course, traditional-
ism of this sort is itself modern—an artifact of the postwar world.

With the creation of the State of Israel and growth of large Hasidic communities in
the United States in the last half-century, important distinctions have developed be-
tween those living in a sovereign Jewish state and those in Diaspora. In Israel, Hasidic
groups, most of which were virulently opposed to Zionism, had to negotiate their
relationships with a secular Jewish state. They needed to interact with other religious
communities, such as the pious Jewries of Middle Eastern and North African origins.
In the United States, where other remnants of East European Hasidism found refuge,
they needed to learn for the first time how to thrive in a pluralistic democracy. In both
postwar America and Israel, Hasidic groups that had developed at a distance from
each other in Eastern Europe now found themselves living cheek-by-jowl with one
another in neighborhoods like Borough Park and Me’ah She’arim. Competition for
followers, always a part of the Hasidic story, became much more intense in Hasidism’s
new homes.

While most Hasidim of the postwar period ignore the less religious and secular
Jews among whom they live, two groups, Chabad-Lubavitch and Bratslav have devel-
oped missionizing ideologies directed to the wider Jewish world. The seventh Luba-
vitch Rebbe, Menachem Mendel Schneerson, is of particular importance, since many
of his followers regard him as a messianic figure. Even after his death in 1994, some
believe that he continues to play an eschatological role in this world. The career of
Schneerson and the ongoing vitality of his movement as well as the other surviving
groups of Hasidim demonstrate that this religious phenomenon is not a mere relic of
an earlier world, but continues its creative career today.

The story of Hasidism at the beginning of the twenty-first century is not, as the
Hasidim themselves often insist, a story only of uncompromising conservatism, the
preservation of age-old traditions in the face of punishing assaults by the secular world.
In reestablishing themselves in Israel, North America, and elsewhere, the Hasidim
created—wittingly or not—new forms of religious and social life. Their very conserva-
tism, while unquestionably grounded in the nineteenth-century “invention” of ultra-
Orthodoxy, took on new colorations, the inevitable result of the new settings in which
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they found themselves. Far from a mere fossil of the eighteenth century marooned on
the streets of Jerusalem and Brooklyn, they are a dynamic part of the modern world.
Indeed, starting in the nineteenth century and continuing to today, Hasidism’s very
identity is wrapped up in its struggle against modern, secular culture and derives much
of its identity from that struggle. It is this dialectical entanglement with its secular
opponent that defines Hasidism as a modern movement. We might say that Hasidism
throughout its two-and-a-half-century history represents a case of “modernization
without secularization.” It is the goal of this book to tell that story as part of the process
by which the Jews became modern, a process in which the Jewish religion itself has
changed profoundly but scarcely disappeared.

In the foreword to his history of Hasidism, Simon Dubnow spoke of the challenge
of distilling the “essence” of Hasidism from the tohu-va-vohu (“chaos”) of its teachings
and from the “obscurantism” of its preachers. For our part, the challenge is not to dis-
till an essence of what is, by its nature, a diverse and, at times, contradictory move-
ment. But we share Dubnow’s desire to rescue for the modern reader a sense of the
vitality and endless originality of a religious phenomenon that continues to enthrall
those who engage with it, even if they do not count themselves among its adherents.
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Note: The names of Hasidic leaders are generally listed under their last names (e.g., Twersky, Avraham
of Trisk), if they have them, with cross-references to the place names of their courts and dynasties (e.g.,
Trisk; Chernobyl Hasidism). If there are no last names or the last names are generally not used, the leaders
are listed under their first names. Names of books are generally not listed, with the exception of those

discussed at length (e.g., Shivhei ha-Besht).

Abraham (biblical figure), 166, 169

Abramovich, Shalom Jacob, 488. See also Mendele
Mokher Sforim

Abulafia, Abraham, 51; Abulafian school, 809

Achron, Joseph, 571

Adams, Hannah, 496

admorim-poskim (rabbi-rebbes who function as
halakhic authorities), 731

Agnon, Shmuel Yosef, 155, 566-568, 647

Agudat ha-Admorim, 643

Agudat ha-Ortodoksim, 548

Agudat Yisrael (later Agudat Yisrael Party), 377,
523, 546, 548, 589, 600-601, 618, 628,712, 713,
733, 782; as a coalition of different haredi
groups, 713; disintegration of, 713; founding
of Yesodei ha-Torah heder by, 603; and Ger
Hasidism, 609; Hasidic opposition to, 600; seats
in the Knesset won by, 714; secession of the
Rebbe of Belz from, 726-727; workers’ move-
ment of (Po’alei Agudat Yisrael), 601, 712; youth
movement of (Tse’irei Agudat Yisrael), 601

Ahad Ha’am, 3, 422, 560, 563

Aharon ha-Levi Horowitz of Staroselye (Staros-
selje), 130, 294, 466; on prayer, 295-297; quarrel
of with Dov Ber, 294-297

Aharon of Karlin (Aharon ha-Gadol [ Aharon the
Great]), 97, 98, 121-122, 123, 237, 327; court of,
226

Aharon the Second of Karlin, 326-327, 328

Aharon of Zhitomir, 109; on achieving devekut
through prayer, 213

Aksenfeld, Israel, 753

Aleksander Hasidism, 334, 335, 352-354, 441,
606-611, 708; founding of a yeshivah by, 550;
and Mizrahi, 609. See also Danzigers

Alexander I, 265, 459, 509

Alexander I1, 265, 300, 495, 511; assassination of,
265, 535; as the “Tsar-Liberator,” 535

Alexander III of Russia, 265

Alexandersohn, Yonatan, 395

Alsheikh, Moshe, 65

Alter, Avraham Mordechai (Ger dynasty), 347,
548, 600, 609-611, 647, 648-649, 709, 715; call
of for “holy audacity” (azut de kedushah), 611;
declaration of the time of morning prayer, 610;
embracing of modern media by, 610; founding
of a yeshivah by, 550, 709; opposition of to
Zionism, 610; as a political Hasidic leader, 610;
settling of in the Land of Israel, 610, 655

Alter, Simhah Bunem (Ger dynasty), 718-719,
778

Alter, Ya’akov Aryeh (Ger dynasty), 719

Alter, Ya’akov Meir (Ger dynasty), 716

Alter, Yehuda Leib (Ger dynasty), 345-347, 495

Alter, Yisrael (Ger dynasty), 674, 715-716

Alter Rebbe. See Shneur Zalman of Liady (“Alter
Rebbe”; Chabad dynasty)

Amdur (Indura), 123

America. See United States

Amshinov court, 352

amulets, 40, 46, 150, 174, 208-209, 283, 306, 364,
394, 463, 486, 496

anarchism, 588

“Ani Ma’amin” song, 670-671

Anshin, Meir, 326

Ansky, S. (Solomon Rapoport), 325, 406, 556,
569-570, 582; expedition of to Galicia and
Bukovina, 365, 569

anti-Semitism, 529; after the Nazis’ rise to power
in Germany, 624; decline of in the twentieth
century, 681; in Hungary, 623-624, 636; in
Poland, 597; in Romania, 623, 636; in World
War, 580, 581

Apt (Opatéw), 148, 154-155, 277, 293. See also
Avraham Yehoshua Heschel of Apt (Opatéw)

Arele of Kozhenits, 587

Aronson, Chaim, 268

Arush, Shalom, 738, 765

Aryeh Leib the Mokhiah. See Yehudah Aryeh Leib
(Mokhiah of Polnoye)
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Aryeh Leib “the Zeyde” (Grandfather) of Shpole,
72, 111, 324; dancing of, 217

Aryeh Leibush of Wisznica, 436

“ascent of the soul” (aliyat neshamah), 48, 200

asceticism, 316; dialectical relationship with
joy, 174-179, 811; opposition to, 811; sexual
asceticism (holiness regulations) among Ger,
Slonim, and Toldot Aharon Hasidim, 715-719.
See also sexuality

Asher the First of Karlin, 326. See also Karlin
Hasidism

Asher the Second of Karlin, 327. See also Karlin
Hasidism

Ashkenazim, 34, 90, 91, 170, 190, 213, 338, 390,
627; culture of, 33; liturgy of, 245-246, 269

Ashlag, Baruch Shalom, 799

Ashlag, Shlomo Binyamin, 799

Ashlag, Yehudah Leib, 798-799

August III of Poland, 503

Austria, 18, 25, 141, 264, 279, 361, 504, 583;
annexation of Galicia by, 505; censorship of
Jewish books in, 458-459; the government’s
tolerant attitude toward Hasidism, 141; granting
of equality of rights to Galician Jewry (constitu-
tion of 1867), 376. See also Habsburg Empire

Avigdor ben Hayim of Pinsk, 98, 134

avodah be-gashmiyut (worshipping God through
corporeality or the material world), 1, 5, 55, 107,
110, 164, 195, 204, 221, 336

Avraham the “Angel” (son of the Maggid of
Mezeritsh), 84-85, 106, 179, 252, 305

Avraham Dov of Ovruch, 294, 644

Avraham Elimelekh of Karlin, 645

Avraham of Kalisk (Kohlyszki), 4, 72, 96, 118,
119-120, 137, 138; conflict/dispute of with
Shneur Zalman of Liady, 119-120, 125, 135-136;
immigration of to the Land of Israel, 122

Avraham of Sde Lavan, 62

Avraham Yehoshua Heschel of Apt (Opatéw), 139,
143,171, 291, 293, 425, 463, 567; death of, 308;
smoking of the pipe of Barukh of Mezhbizh by,
204

ba’al shem (shaman or faith healer [plural: ba’alei
shem)), 3,17, 18, 30, 35, 40-41, 44, 46, 87, 152,
225; comparison of early tsaddikim to, 57-63;
itinerant nature of, 41; as specialists in magical
defense, 40

Ba’al Shem Tov. See Israel ben Eli’ezer (Israel
Besht; “the Besht”; the “Ba’al Shem Tov”
[master of the divine name])

ba’al teshuvah movement, 765-766

Badats Mahzikei ha-Dat (religious court for
“keepers of the faith”), 726

Bader, Gershom, 361

Bahya ben Asher, 77

Balfour Declaration (1917), 575, 589, 637, 645

Index

Balucki, Michal, 526

Band, Arnold, 794

banei, hayei u-mezonei (offspring, life, and
sustenance), 174, 442, 757

Barasch, Julius, 496

Barditshev, 108; Confraternity of the Hasidim in,
272. See also Levi Yitshak of Barditshev
(Berdichev)

Barkat, Nir, 782

Barukh of Kosow, 61; on sexuality and sanctifica-
tion, 175-176

Barukh of Mezhbizh (also Tulchin), 71, 72, 107,
111, 235, 237, 306; control of the Besht’s tomb
by, 201; creation of a “regal” court by, 71;
relationship with Shneur Zalman of Liady,
72-73

Barukh of Seret-Vizhnits, 709

“Bass Kol” (electronic dance music video), 787

Bat Ayin, 798

bathing. See mikveh (ritual bath)

Beer, Peter, 484, 499

Be-Haderei Haredim website, 785, 786

Be-Hatsrot Hasidim website, 785

Beilis, Mendel (Beilis trial), 528

beinoni (average person in Shneur Zalman of
Liady’s writings), 131, 167

Beis Ya’akov. See Schenirer, Sara, and the Beis
Ya’akov system of girls’ schools

Beit Yisrael yeshivah, 371

Belarus (White Russia), 8, 18, 277, 532, 584; killing
of Jews in during World War II, 654

Belz (Belz) Hasidism, 276, 359-360, 361-362,
371-379,434,611-614, 627, 673, 708, 756, 766;
attitude of toward state authorities, 373; con-
servatism of, 371, 372, 377, 611; limited open-
ness of to modernity and the state, 725-727; and
Mahzikei ha-Dat, 523, 532, 546, 600, 613; prayer
practice of, 374; preservation of traditional dress
by, 377, 750. See also Rokeahs

Belz synagogue (Jerusalem), 727

Ben-David, Mordechai, 800

Bender, Levi Yitshak (Bratslav Hasidism), 326, 592,
647,735

Bendermacher, Yitshak, 432-433

Ber, Hirsh, 495

Berdichevsky, Micha Yosef, 560-561, 563; on the
Ba’al Shem Tov, 560-561; influence of Nietzsche
on, 560, 51; reestablishment between the Jew
and nature by, 560; on revival (tehiya; English:
“Renaissance”), 560; on the “transvaluation of all
values,” 560

Berenstein, Ya’akov, 509

Berezovsky, Shalom Noah (Slonim dynasty), 664,
665-666, 719-720, 771, 779; on the Shoah,
664-665

Berg, Shraga (Philip), 799

Berger, Benjamin, 759
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Berger, Israel, 470

Bergner, Hinde, 451

Bergson, Ya'akov, 335

Berland, Eliezer (Bratslav), 737-738, 744

Berland, Tehilah, 744

Berlin, Moses, 511, 520

Berlin, Yeshaya, 521

Bernard, Hayim David, 492

Besht, the. See Israel ben Eli’ezer (Israel Besht;
“the Besht”; the “Ba’al Shem Tov” [master of the
divine name])

Bessarabia, 293, 365

bet midrash, 33, 38, 58, 63, 228, 247, 267, 298-299,
405, 420, 433

Biala Cerkiew, 512

Bialik, Hayim Nahman, 500, 566, 619; on kinus
(“assembling” or “collecting”), 558

Bick, Jacob Samuel, 488

Bikur Holim Hospital, 763

Birkat ha-Minim, 503

Birkenthal, Dov Ber of Bolechow, 28-29, 39, 40,
391-392

bittul, bittul ha-yesh (nullification of the self), 5, 81,
164, 188, 213, 296, 343, 662, 777

Bloch, Josef, 528, 529

Bloch, Yosef Leib, 621

blood libel. See ritual murder (blood libel),
accusations of against “fanatical Jewish sects”

Bloomingburg, New York (election fraud), 678

Bludov, Dmitri Nikolayevich, 509

B’nai Or, 796

Bnei Brak, 576, 610, 650, 674, 709, 721, 724

Bnei Yoel (sons of Yoel Teitelbaum), 689

Bobov Hasidism, 379, 382, 673; during the
Holocaust, 652, 655, 657-658; splitting of into
smaller branches, 620. See also Bobov Hasidism,
in the United States; Halberstams

Bobov Hasidism, in the United States, 692-695;
educational institutions as the cause of its
tremendous growth, 680; as one of the largest
courts in the United States, 692; as relatively
affluent, 692; as relatively modern, 692; split-
ting up of following Naftali Halberstam’s death
(Bobov and Bobov45), 693

Bodek, Menahem Mendel, 465-466

Bohush Hasidism, 369, 370

Bolshevik Revolution. See Russian Revolution
(1917)

book culture, contemporary, 777-780; books by
the current Rebbes of Belz, Lubavitch, and
Sandz-Klausenburg, 778-779; books by leaders
of Vizhnits, 778; and the concept of yeridat
ha-dorot (decline of the generations), 778;
hagiography, 779-780; and the Internet,
783-787; press publications, 781-783; and
the revival of the Yiddish language, 780
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book culture, in the nineteenth century, 457-474
passim; books in the Hasidic court and shtibl,
472-474; during the first half of the nineteenth
century, 461-464; effects of the “printing decree”
in Russia, 459; inventories of books held by
ordinary Hasidim, 473-474; Kabbalistic books,
459; lack of Hasidic books published in Yiddish,
458; literary enterprises of the Bratslav and
Chabad communities, 464; printing of dynastic
literature, 467-469; printing houses and cen-
sorship, 458-460; printing in Slavuta, 460;
revival of hagiographical literature, 464-467;
use of older books as objects of ritual reading,
461; various genres of Jewish books, 458

Borah, William, 594

Bornstein, Aharon Israel (Sochachev dynasty), 666

Bornstein, Avraham (Sochachev dynasty), 343,
347-349, 545, 666; founding of a yeshivah by,
550; opposition of to modern technological
innovations, 348; opposition of to the reading
of secular books and newspapers, 348-349. See
also Sochachev dynasty

Bornstein, Moshe. See Stein, M. B.

Bornstein, Moshe (Sochachev dynasty), 349

Bornstein, Shmuel (Sochachev dynasty), 349, 548,
588

Borough Park, New York, 642, 643-644, 674, 685,
689, 693, 702-703, 731, 746

Boston, 540, 639, 643

Boyan Hasidism, 369, 572, 722; post—-World War I
decline of, 587; in the United States, 702-705.
See also Friedman, Yitshak of Boyan (Ruzhin-
Sadagora dynasty)

Brach, Lipa, 753

Brandwajn, Nahum, 582

Brandwein, Yehudah Tsvi, 799

Bratslav Hasidism, 10, 111, 112, 182, 225, 293, 316,
414, 576, 710, 809, 810, 811; after the death of
Nahman ben Simhah of Bratslav, 321-326, 735;
as an anarchistic group, 735; central role of
confession in, 191; establishment of the Bratslav
Center by, 765; fragmentation of, 735; influence
of on quasi-Hasidic groups, 647; meditative
practices of, 736; as the most antiestablishment
of Hasidic groups, 620; as a movement of
spiritual reform or regeneration, 111; in
Palestine, 647; pilgrimages of to the grave of
Nahman ben Simhah of Bratslav, 572, 738-739;
preoccupation of with sin, 113; presence of in
cyberspace, 784; and proselytizing 764-764; as
the so-called totye Hasidim (“dead Hasidim”),
700; in the Soviet Union, 592, 595; in the State
of Israel, 734-739. See also kibbuts ha-gadol
(New Year’s pilgrimage to the grave of Nahman
ben Simhah of Bratslav); Nahman ben Simhah
of Bratslav
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Breiter, Yitshak, 620-621

Brod, Max, 559

Brody, 38, 39, 59, 143, 245

Brooklyn, New York, 576, 643-644, 674; as the
epicenter of Orthodox and Hasidic life in the
United States, 644, 679; monolithic Hasidic
neighborhoods in, 680. See also Borough Park,
New York; Crown Heights; New York City;
Williamsburg, New York

Bruner, Ya’akov, 716

Buber, Martin, 4-5, 82, 111, 145, 145n5, 154, 155,
160, 164, 220, 342, 405-406, 559, 561, 562-566,
566, 568, 569, 571, 795; elevation of myth by,
563-564; embracing of cultural Zionism by, 563;
idea of Hebrew humanism, 564; literary activity
of, 794; philosophy of mysticism of “lived expe-
rience” (Erlebnis), 563; rewriting of the tales that
he translated by, 564-565; story of concerning
the Holy Jew, 338-339

Buber, Solomon, 563

Bukovina, 263, 276, 359-386 passim, 624; flight of
Jews from in World War I, 583; killing of Jews in
during World War I1, 654

Bund, Bundism, 545, 688; lack of success in
recruiting Hasidic youth, 545
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Calmanson, Jacques, 480-481, 482, 502
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Carlebach, Neshama, 801

Carlebach, Shlomo, 697, 795-796, 800

Carter, Jimmy, 682, 688

Catherine II of Russia, 25, 104, 263

cemeteries, 27, 30; consecration of, 199-200, 202.
See also tombs of tsaddikim

Chabad Hasidism, 10, 119, 123, 125-129, 188, 240,
264, 284, 285, 293, 294, 294-304 passim, 318,
326, 386, 442, 532, 576, 673,710, 770, 797, 811;
dynastic succession in, 294; and the education
of women, 746; ethos of, 303-304; Kabbalistic
character of, 285; and messianism, 674; and
military rhetoric, 552; and military service, 712;
as the most “Russian” of the forms of Hasidism,
291; musical repertoire of, 214; in Palestine and
the State of Israel, 645, 731-734; presence of in
cyberspace, 784; and the proselytizing of secular
Jews, 732-733, 734, 764-765; in the Soviet
Union, 592; specific markers of Chabad dress,
748; teachings of, 129-136; unique place of in
Israeli politics, 712-713; and women in the
twentieth century, 576, 744-746. See also
Chabad Hasidism, in the United States; Schneer-
sons; Shneur Zalman of Liady (“Alter Rebbe”;
Chabad dynasty)
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Chabad Hasidism, in the United States, 618, 688,
694-700, 731; as leaderless (without a rebbe)
following Menachem Mendel Schneerson’s
death, 700; split of into “actively messianic” and
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Chajes, Tsvi Hirsch, 495
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passim, 326, 327, 360, 404, 433, 721; anti-
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dynastic succession in, 294, 319, 319-320;
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modernity, 313; pietism and asceticism of, 318;
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312-313; in the Soviet Union, 590-591, 595.
See also Twerskys

Chicago, 540, 638, 639

Chortkov (court of Ruzhin-Sadagora dynasty), 365,
369, 406, 440, 566, 584, 589; post-World War I
decline of, 587. See also Friedman, Nahum
Mordechai of Chortkov (Ruzhin-Sadagora
dynasty); Friedman, Yisrael of Chortkov
(Ruzhin-Sadagora dynasty)
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511; Kabbalistic stereotypes of, 452; parallels
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murder accusation (blood libel), 527, 529; visits
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Halberstam, Yehezkel Shraga (Sandz dynasty),
381-382; descendants of, 381; opposition of to
modernity, 543; as a supporter of the Old Yishuv
in the Land of Israel, 381-383; writings of, 382;
on Zionism, 542-543

Halberstam, Yekutiel Yehudah (Zalman Leib)
(Sandz-Klausenburg dynasty), 382, 633,
663-664, 665, 666, 710, 727-731; coining of the
term goyhudim (“Jewentiles”) by, 730; conserva-
tism of concerning the status of women, 731;
conservatism of in response to technology, 774;
effect of the Holocaust on, 728; as a halakhic
authority, 731; as an ideologue of haredi
traditionalism, 730; on the Shoah, 664; survival
of the Holocaust by, 655, 664; view of secular
ideologies and secular persons, 730-731

Halberstam dynasty, 362

Halberstams. See Bobov Hasidism; Sandz Hasidism

Ha-Levanon, 490, 524; “Lithuanian” character of,
524

Halevi, Eliezer, 97-98, 121

Halpern, Israel, 736

Haltovsky, Yehoshua Heschel, 645, 646

Ha-Mahaneh ha-Haredi, 781-782

Ha-Melits, 273, 276, 320, 357, 489, 490, 498

Ha-Mevaser, 782-783

Ha-Modia, 713,782

Hanina ben Dosa, 166-167

Hanokh Henikh ha-Kohen Levin (founder of
Aleksander dynasty), 340, 344-345, 347, 513,
520, 544. See also Danzigers

Harlap, Eliezer Tsvi, 339, 386

Hartmann, Eduard von, 472

Ha-Shahar, 327, 498

HasidicNews.com, 784-785

hasidishe gemores (topics in the Talmud that
Hasidim do not study), 741

hasidism (pietism), pre-Hasidic (“old” hasidism
proceeding the Besht), 37-40, 46, 48, 56, 63, 86,
122, 160, 170; and asceticism, 174; elitist nature
of, 38-39
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Haskalah (Enlightenment), 2, 266, 478-493 passim;
Hasidic criticism of, 490-493; moderate views
of Hasidism, 487-490; the post-Haskalah era,
495-499; and the struggle to attain political
power within Jewish communities, 494. See
also Maskilim ( Jewish Enlightenment activists
[singular: Maskil])

Ha-Tsefirah, 490, 498, 528; advertisements for
insurance agents in, 554-555

“Hava Nagila” song, 572, 802

havarot/havurot (confraternities/guild systems
in Jewish communities [singular: hevrah/
havurah]), 30, 37, 222, 267, 270, 272; in Kuty
(Kutow), 38; in Mezhbizh, 38

Havlin, Shlomo Zalman, 645

Havurat Shalom, 796

Hayim ben Atar, 461

Hayim David of Brody, 371

Hayim Haykl of Amdur (Indura), 79, 95, 123-124,
190; court of, 227; sons of, 809; writings of, 124

Hayim of Volzhin, 267

Hayim of Wolpa, 121

Hazan, Avraham (Bratslav), 324, 326, 592, 647, 735

Hazon Ish. See Karelitz, Avraham Yeshahayu

Hebron, 644

Hecht, Mimi, 751

He-Hatser television show, 803

Heilman, Hayim Meir, 471-472

Heilperin, Israel, 326

Heilprin, David, 57, 66

Helbrans, Shlomo, 755

Heller, Yom Tov Lipman, 24

hermits, 31-32

Herzfeld, Avraham, 572

Herzl, Theodor, 411, 472, 541-542

Herzog, Yitshak, 715

Heschel, Abraham Joshua (philosopher), 337, 703,
795

Heschel, Abraham Yehoshua (Kopitshinits
dynasty), 702-703

Hess, Moses, 500

Hevrat Shas u-Mishnayot, 249

Hibbat Tsiyon, 382, 532, 540, 541. See also Hovevei
Tsiyon

Hildesheimer, Azriel, 559

Hillel Ba’al Shem, 35-36, 46; Sefer ha-Heshek, 35,
36, 40; specialization of in healing diseases,
40-41

Hillel of Paritch, 294

hillula (annual memorial feast), 202, 426-428

Hirsch, Frimcha, 766-767

Hirsch, Maurice de, 547

Hirsch, Samson Raphael, 643

Hirschberg, Aryeh Leib (Lejbus), Rosh Hashanah
sermon of, 516-517

hitbodedut (“lonely meditation”), 112, 114

hitlahavut (ecstasy), 571, 615

Index

holiness regulations (takkanot). See Ger Hasidism;
sexuality; Slonim Hasidism; Toldot Aharon
Hasidism

Holocaust, the, 9, 575, 636, 652-675 passim, 728,
806, 811; and the decimation of Hasidim, 652;
as Khurbn (Yiddish) or Hurban (Hebrew), 652,
660; shoah as the Hebrew term for, 660. See
also Holocaust, the, Hasidic commemoration
of; Holocaust, the, Hasidic explanations for;
Holocaust, the, Hasidic tales about; Warsaw
Ghetto, and the Great Deportation ( July-
September 1942)

Holocaust, the, Hasidic commemoration of]
665-671; dates connected to the history of
particular Hasidic groups in the Holocaust, 666;
mimeographed prayers, 667; niggunim (songs),
670-671; pilgrimages to the graves of tsaddikim
in Poland and Russia, 667; the transplanting of
the sacred geography of Hasidic Eastern Europe
to Israel or the United States, 666

Holocaust, the, Hasidic explanations for, 658-665;
extra-human or mythic explanations, 659; the
foundation for Hasidic responses to, 660; hester
panim (the hiding of God’s face), 659; the
Holocaust as a punishment for sin(s), 659;
martyrdom and the advent of the Messiah,

659; suffering as a goad to repentance, 659

Holocaust, the, Hasidic tales about, 667-670;
women as the subjects of, 668-670

“holy audacity” (azut di-kedushah), 611

Holy Jew of Pshiskhe. See Ya’akov Yitshak
Rabinowitz (the “Holy Jew”) of Pshiskhe

Hopstein, Elyakim Beriyah of Kozhenits, 334,

337

Hopstein, Israel ben Shabetai. See Israel ben
Shabetai Hopstein, the Maggid of Kozhenits
(Kozienice)

Hopstein, Israel Eliezer (Kozhenits dynasty), 648

Hornostaipol (branch of Chernobyl dynasty),

318. See also Twersky, Hayim Moshe Tsvi of
Hornostaipol (Chernobyl dynasty); Twersky,
Mordechai Dov of Hornostaipol (Chernobyl
dynasty)

Horodezky, Shmuel Abba, 2, 311, 313, 406-407,
460, 470, 501, 513, 568-569; abandonment of
Hasidism by, 598; on the role of women in
Hasidism, 568; and the story of the Maid of
Ludmir, 313

Horowitz, Aharon ha-Levi. See Aharon ha-Levi
Horowitz of Storselye (Starosselje)

Horowitz, Avraham Shimon Engel. See Zhelik-
hover, Shimele

Horowitz, Azriel, 149

Horowitz, Levi Yitshak (the Bostoner Rebbe), 640,
643

Horowitz, Naftali, 640

Horowitz, Naftali of Mielec, 582
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Horowitz, Naftali Tsvi of Ropshits, 148, 361, 362,
379, 390, 469, 507, 520

Horowitz, Pinhas David (the first Bostoner Rebbe),
640; engagement of in outreach to non-Hasidim,
641

Horowitz, Pinhas HaLevi, 149

Horowitz, Shimon Engel, 614. See Zhelikhover,
Shimele

Horowitz, Shmuel Shmelke of Nikolsburg, 149,
152; appointment of as rabbi, 431

Horowitz-Sternfeld, Ya’akov Yitshak. See Ya’akov
Yitshak Horowitz-Sternfeld (the Seer of Lublin)

Horthy, Miklés, 624

Hovevi Tsiyon, 540-541, 542, 544. See also Hibbat
Tsiyon

Huberband, Shlomo, 653

Hume, David, 482

Hungary, 8, 152, 172, 260, 264, 276, 277, 334,
387-400 passim, 532, 583, 584, 623-628, 654;
anti-Semitism in, 623-624, 636; Greater
Hungary, 624; Jewish population of in the late
eighteenth century, 387; the “Oberland,” 624;
puritanical nature of Hasidic groups in, 743; rift
between ultra-Orthodox and reformers in, 389;
split of Judaism into three factions in, 389; ultra-
Orthodoxy of non-Hasidic Torah scholars in,
388-389; the “Unterland,” 624

Hurwitz, Khaykl, 495

Husiatyn (branch of Ruzhin-Sadagora dynasty),
369. See also Friedmans

“Ich Vill Zein a Rebbe,” 786

Ichud HaKehillos LeTohar HaMachane, 783

Idel, Moshe, 6

Idelsohn, Avraham Tsvi, 572

identity, Hasidic: on the community level,
449-450; exclusion of women from the rituals
of, 447; the fluidity and multiplicity of Hasidic
identities, 286; and initiation into Hasidism,
222-225; markers of, 225; and specific rituals
for affiliating (hitkashrut), 225. See also women

Ignatius of Loyola, 483

Ignatyev, Pavel Nikolaievich, 511

instruction manuals (hanhagot), 130

Internet, the, 783-787; Hasidic Internet websites,
785-786; and Hasidic music, 786-787; hostility
toward, 784; the “kosher” Internet, 727, 783-784

Israel, Land of (pre-1948), 137, 346; 1929 riots
in, 619; Hasidim in Palestine, 575, 644-651;
immigration to (aliyah), 64, 118, 139, 328, 539-540

Israel, State of, 10, 576, 707-739 passim; formation
of Hasidic neighborhoods in, 710-711; Hasidic
education in, 714-715; Hasidism and, 711-714;
immigration patterns in and geography of,
708-711; influence of Chabad Hasidism in,
731-732; limited openness of Belz Hasidism to
modernity and the state, 725-727; prominent
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place of Bratslav Hasidism in, 734-739; and
ultra-Orthodox opposition to military service
in, 712

Israel ben Eli’ezer (Israel Besht; “the Besht”; the
“Ba’al Shem Tov” [master of the divine name]),
3-4,17-18, 25,26, 38, 111, 112, 143, 166, 172,
174, 243, 385, 809; on “ascent of the soul” (aliyat
neshamah), 48-51, 181; as ba’al shem (magi-
cian), 37; birth of, 43; circle of, 57-62, 136;
daughter of (Adele), 70-71; descendants of,
70-75, 237; destruction of the tomb of, 9; divine
immanence as the primary theological principle
of, 53-54; early life of, 43-44; ecstatic mysticism
and prayer of, 51-53; exorcising of demons by,
46, 48; as the “founder” of Hasidism, 2, 3, 8,
43-57 passim, 67-70, 244; on gestures during
prayer, 186-187; grave of, 200-201, 427; healing
offered by while in Mezhbizh, 46-48, 208;
“The Holy Epistle” (Iggeret ha-Kodesh), 49, 59,
160-61, 181; and magic, 3, 16, 37, 56, 62, 70, 87;
on music, 215; opponents of, 244-245; paucity
of historical sources concerning, 8; prayer of,
186; rejection of asceticism by, 54; residence
of in Mezhbizh, 44-45; respect of for women,
253;ritual bathing of, 193; on the spiritual
elevation of “alien thoughts” (mahshavot zarot),
54-55, 132; Tsava'at ha-Rivash, 96, 243-244

Israel ben Shabetai Hopstein, the Maggid of
Kozhenits (Kozienice), 122, 122, 139, 149-151,
169, 173, 236, 238, 264, 332, 334; grave of, 427;
library of, 150; magical abilities of, 150; mastery
of Talmud and halakhah by, 149, 151

Israel Friedman of Ruzhin. See Friedman, Israel of
Ruzhin (Ruzhin-Sadagora dynasty)

Israel of Polotsk, 138

Israel of Vilednik, 462

Isserles, Moses, 33

Izhbits-Radzin-Lublin Hasidism, 334, 354-358, 811

Izraelita, 498

Jaffe, Al, 791

Jaffe, David, 498

Jastrow, Marcus, 497

Jeroboam (biblical king), 486

Jerusalem, 139-140, 364, 576, 644, 646; Old City
of, 735

Jesuitism, 483

Jewish Colonization Association (JCA), 547

Jewish Enlightenment (Haskalah). See Haskalah
(Enlightenment)

Jewish mysticism. See Kabbalah/Kabbalists

Jewish Self-Help Organization, 653

Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), 593-594

Joseph II of Austria, 141; Patent of tolerance
(Toleranzpatent) for the Jews of Galicia, 141,
248, 265

Jost, Isaac Marcus, 484, 499
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joy (simha), 1-2; dialectical relationship with
asceticism, 174-179, 811; joy as a major value
in Hasidic ethos, 174-175

Judah Loew ben Bezalel of Prague, 77, 150, 345

Judenrat (Jewish Council under Nazis), 653

Jung, Leo, 701

Kabbalah/Kabbalists, 1, 4-5, 8, 31, 36, 50, 56, 61,
62, 131, 166, 173-174, 183, 192, 386; ecstatic
Kabbalah, 159; and evil, 82; Kabbalistic books,
35-37, 149, 173, 179, 382, 383, 459, 460, 461,
473-474, 627, 635; and literacy, 35-37; peni-
tential rituals of, 175; popularization of, 37;
post—World War II dissociation of rebbes from,
635; “practical” Kabbalah, 35; Safed Kabbalists,
172, 183; on “soul families,” 286. See also
Lurianic Kabbalah; magic/magical traditions;
mysticism; Zhidachov-Komarno Hasidism

Kafka, Franz, 559

Kagan, Yisrael Meir (the Hafetz Hayim), 600-601,
605, 609, 613, 731; view of Agudat Yisrael,
613-614

kahal (community governing board [plural:
kehalim]), 265-266, 267; conflict of with
shtiblekh, 279; the Hasidim’s relationship with
community boards, 432-433; reduction in the
authority of, 278-279. See also community,
Jewish (kehillah)

Kahana, Aleksander Zusya, 492

Kalish, Dudi, 787

Kalish, Ita, 351, 584, 597-598

Kalish, Yerahmiel Yehudah Meir (Vurke dynasty),
704

Kalish, Yitshak (Vurke dynasty), 171, 281, 340,
350-351, 364, 470, 493, 515, 520, 521-522, 533,
540, 600; as intercessor to the Polish govern-
ment, 435, 521. See also Vurke Hasidism

Kalish, Yosef Tsvi, 650

Kalisk Hasidism, 609

Kalman, Solomon Jacob ben. See Calmanson,
Jacques

Kamenets, 509

Kamenets Litewski, 445-446

Kandel, Dawid, 501

Kanievsky, Ya’akov Israel, 718

Karaites, 398

Karelitz, Avraham Yeshayahu, 665, 718

Karlin Hasidism, 97, 121, 123, 187, 235, 291, 294,
326-329, 442, 645, 646, 810; divisions in, 722;
ethos of, 304; loud prayer and the importance
of music in, 328-328; offshoots of (Kobrin and
Slonim), 329-331; populist character of, 285.
See also Stolin-Karlin Hasidism

Karo, Yosef, 301

Kaser (Hasidic community in New York State),
679,757

Kasher, Menahem Mendel, 647, 651

Index

Kasztner, Rudolf, 656

Katz, Yehuda ben Nisan, 24

Katzenellenbogen, Avraham, 108, 217

Katzenellenbogen, Pinhas, 38

Kaufman, Shmuel, 424-425, 425, 553

kavvanot (Lurianic meditations), 55, 185, 193, 282,
565

kedushah (“sanctity” or “holiness”), 674. See also
sexuality

Kehal Hasidei Yerushalayim, 722

kehillah. See community, Jewish (kehillah)

Keter Shem Tov, 96, 241, 561

Kfar Chabad, 731-732; and the “Children of
Chernobyl” project, 732

Kfar Hasidim, 648

Khmelnytsky, Bogdan, 3, 22

Khmelnytsky Uprising (1648), 3, 21; Jews as a
target of, 22-24

kibbuts ha-gadol (New Year’s pilgrimage to the
grave of Nahman ben Simhah of Bratslav), 572,
738; as inspiration for Zionist kibbutz, 647. See
also Bratslav Hasidism

kiddush cup, as a ritual object, 203, 206, 209, 669

kiddush ha-hayim (sanctification of life), 657

kiddush ha-shem (martyrdom), 657-658, 662, 663;
Kalonymos Kalman Shapiro’s view of, 662; in
the Middle Ages, 662

Kierkegaard, Seren, 794

Kiryas Joel (Satmar Hasidic community in New
York State), 678, 690, 757; 1994 U.S. Supreme
Court case about, 683; population of (2010),
755

Kiryat Sandz (neighborhood in Israel), 664, 666,
710

Kiryat Shomrei Emunim (neighborhood in
Jerusalem), 721. See also Sandz-Klausenburg
Hasidism

Klausenburg Hasidism. See Sandz-Klausenburg
Hasidism

Kliers, Moshe, 331, 646

Klingberg, Marcus (originally Avraham Morde-
chai), 598

kloyz (study house [plural: kloyzn]), 33, 35, 38, 62,
414, 418, 426, 439, 435, 443-444. See also shtibl
(prayer house [plural: shtiblekh])

Kluger, Haya, 598

Kluger, Shlomo of Brody, 363-364

Kobrin Hasidism, 291, 442

Koenig, Aharon, 647

Koenig, Elazar, 765

Koenig, Gedaliah Aharon, 735

Kohen, Abraham, 268

Kohn, Abraham, 500; death of, 494

Kohn, Pinhas, 600

Koidanov (Kojdanow) Hasidism, 291

Kol Mahzekei ha-Dat, 549

“Koliishchyna” Revolt (1768), 25
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kollelim (singular: kollel), 139, 328, 364, 541,
711-712, 713, 714

Komarno (Komarno) Hasidism, 8, 384-385. 465,
470. See also Zhidachov-Komarno Hasidism

Koner, Pauline, 571

Kook, Avraham Yitshak, 618, 640, 648-649, 663

Kopitshinits Hasidism, in the United States,
702-704. See also Heschel, Abraham Yehoshua
(Kopitshinits dynasty)

Kopust court, 302

Korczak, Janusz, 614

Korekh, Asher, 549

Korf, Pinchas, 689; assault of in Williamsburg, 689

Korff, Barukh, 642

Korff, Israel, 642

Kosov-Vizhnits Hasidism. See Vizhnits Hasidism

Kossuth, Lajos, 395

Kotik, Aron Leyzer, 449

Kotik, Moshe, 415-416, 448, 449

Kotik, Yehezkel, 280, 280-281, 320, 329-330, 437
441, 448, 512, 514; abandonment of Hasidism for
modern life by, 437; recollections of concerning
Kamenets Litewski, 445-446; wife of, 450-451

Kotzk Hasidism, 282, 334, 340-350, 356, 418, 440,
603, 609, 618, 674; and the concept of kedushah,
674; prayer house of, 535. See also Menahem
Mendel Morgenstern of Kotzk

Kozhenits Hasidism, 151, 277; splitting of into
smaller branches, 620

Kozhenits-Grodzisk dynasty, 334. See also Grodzisk
dynasty

Krakow, 141, 585, 586; nineteenth-century Jewish
population in, 538

Krochmal, Nahman, 387, 479

krupki (Yiddish; Russian: korabkas literally: “box”)
tax, 91

Kubert, Joe, 791

Kuperband, Abraham, 511

Kuzmir Hasidism, 444-445; splitting of into smaller
branches, 620

kvitl (plural: kvitlekh), 424-428; as a fixed text,
424; stylistic conventions in, 425

Lachowich, 291

Land of Israel. See Israel, Land of (pre-1948);
Israel, State of

Landa, Ya’akov, 650

Landa, Yitshak, 469

Landau, Avraham, 495, 533

Landau, Shmuel Yitshak, 582

Landau, Yehezkel, 39, 269

Landau, Yehoshua, 269

Landau, Yisrael, 269

Langer, Mordechai Jifi, 377-378, 423, 559

Langer, Moshe, 637, 639

Langer, Yitshak Ayzik, 637

Lapson, Dvora, 570-571
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law/custom/legal scholarship. See halakhah
(Jewish religious law)

Law of Return, 733

Lax, Leah, 768

Lazar, Berel, 682, 698

Lefin, Menahem Mendel, 479, 481, 483, 499, 503

Lehman, Yosef, 606

Leib, Aryeh. See Aryeh Leib “the Zeyde”
(Grandfather) of Shpole

Leib Melamed, 178

Leib Mikhel, 509

Leib Pistiner, 59, 61

Leifer, Meir (the Cleveland Rebbe), 640

Leifer, Mordechai, 400

Leifer, Yisakhar Dov Ber (Bertche), 400

Leifer, Yosef (the Pittsburgh Rebbe), 640

Leifer-Rosenbaum dynasty, 391

Leiner, Gershon Hanokh (Izhbits-Radzin dynasty),
356, 490; initiative of to renew the command-
ment of wearing #sitsit dyed with the color of
tekhelet, 356

Leiner, Mordechai Yosef (Izhbits dynasty), 341,
343, 354-356, 357, 423, 545, 620, 772, 797; Mei
ha-Shiloah, 354-355

Leiner, Ya'akov (Izhbits dynasty), 356

Lelov Hasidism, splitting of into smaller branches,
620

Leszniow, 92, 142, 245-246

Letteris, Meir, 373

Lev Tahor Hasidic group, 755

Levi Yitshak of Barditshev (Berdichev), 4, 67, 72,
98,107-110, 111, 113, 122, 146-147, 149, 152,
169, 204, 217, 243, 264, 285, 455; appearance
of at the Four Year Sejm (1788-1792), 519; as
communal rabbi, 108, 431; contributions of to
legal scholarship, 170-171; grave of, 426, 427;
importance of human agency in the theology of,
109; Kedushat Levi, 108-109, 243, 461; on music,
211; on the tsaddik as the intercessor with God,
167-168

Levi Yitshak of Uzirna, 371

Levin, Hanokh, 432

Levin, Meyer, 794

Levin, Yehuda Leib, 327, 328

Levin, Yitshak Meir, 611, 614

Levinsohn, Isaac Ber, 198, 364, 468, 486, 492, 493,
495

Levinstein, Yosef, 470

Levinzon, Alter Hayim, 588

Lew, Henryk, 556

Liady, 264, 302, 433. See also Shneur Zalman of
Liady (“Alter Rebbe”; Chabad dynasty)

Lieberman, Hayim, 594

Life Apart, A: Hasidism in America (1997), 805

Likud Party, 712

Lilientalowa, Regina, 556

Lilith (female demon), 46
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Linetsky, Yitshak Yoel, 442, 486; Das Poylisher
Yingl, 442

Linitz dynasty, 293

Lipschitz, Moshe (the Philadelphier Rebbe), 640

Lithuania, Grand Duchy of, 87, 103, 118-136
passim, 257

liturgy: Ashkenazic liturgy, 245-246, 269;
Kabbalistic liturgy, 37, 42; Lurianic liturgy, 91,
172, 246; Sephardic liturgy, 91, 172, 433, 602,
638. See also siddur (prayer book)

Lizhensk, 264. See also Elimelekh Weissblum of
Lizhensk (Lezajsk)

Lobel, Israel of Slutsk (Sluck), 94, 95-96, 106, 124,
147, 496, 506; attacks of on Tsava'at ha-Rivash
and the Besht, 244-245

Lodz, 586, 608, 620; nineteenth-century Jewish
population in, 537-538

London, Frank, 801

Londres, Albert, 625, 626

Lubavitch Hasidism, 302, 810; and lobbying in
the United States, 682; replica in Brooklyn of
Lubavitch world headquarters, 732. See also
Chabad Hasidism; Schneersohns

Lublin, 264, 620; as a locus for the “holy gather-
ing” 620

Lubliner, Ozjasz Ludwik, 483

Luria, Aharon Yosef, 646

Luria, Isaac (Ha-Ari) 37, 77, 131, 183, 246, 385,
386, 461; celebration of the holiday of Simhat
Torah by, 217; on visiting holy graves, 199

Lurianic Kabbalah, 6, 61, 112, 183, 185, 246, 663,
776; the Lurianic prayer rite or liturgy, 38, 39;
the Sephardic prayer book, 91, 269. See also
liturgy, Lurianic liturgy

Lutostansky, Hippolytus, 528

Lwow, 465, 585, 586; nineteenth-century Jewish
population in, 538

maamadot (singular: ma'amad), 128, 232, 294,
312, 404, 553

ma’aseh merkavah, 206

Macherka, Pesia, 439

Maciejewski, Ignacy, 526

Maggid. See Dov Ber (the Maggid [preacher] of
Mezritsh [Miedzyrzecz])

maggidut contracts, 75, 281, 433

magic/magical traditions, 1, 173-174; and the
Besht, 3, 16, 37, 56, 62, 70, 87. See also
Kabbalah/Kabbalists

Maharal of Prague. See Judah Loew ben Bezalel of
Prague

Mabhler, Raphael, 3

mahshavot zarot (alien thoughts), 1, 132, 179-181,
189

Mahzikei ha-Dat (newspaper), 281, 367, 376, 382,

471, 524; call of to bolster settlement in the Land

of Israel, 543

Index

Mahzikei ha-Dat (political organization), 523, 532,
611, 781; identification of with Belz Hasidism,
523, 546, 600, 613
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524, 726; luxurious lifestyle of, 376; visits of to
medicinal spas, 376

Rokeah, Yisakhar Dov (Belz dynasty), 359,
376-378, 605, 612, 630, 691-692, 725-726;
attempt of to reconcile Belz and Satmar Ha-
sidim, 692; refusal of to connect his home to
the electrical system, 377

Romania, 8, 42, 260, 276, 277, 365, 400, 532, 583,
584, 623; anti-Semitism in, 623, 636; the
“Romanian Holocaust,” 654

Romeo and Juliet in Yiddish (2012), 803-804

“Rooster Is Already Crowing, The” (Sz6l a Kakas
Mar) song, 392

Ropshits, 364. See also Horowitz, Naftali Tsvi of
Ropshits; minhagei Ropshits (Ropshits customs)

Rosen, Eliyahu Hayim, 592

Rosenbaum, David Moshe, 709-710

Rosenbaum, Yankel, 763

Rosenfeld, Aryeh, 772

Rosenfeld, Zekhariah Yosef, funeral of, 639

Rosenstein, Moshe, 621

Rosh Hashanah, 48, 322, 325, 515

Rotenberg, Meir of Apt, 277, 334, 335-336, 447,
520; court of, 228; and the Radomsk dynasty,
335-336
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Rotenberg, Yisrael Tsvi of Kosonoi, 591-592

Roth, Aharon (Reb Arele), 391, 625, 632, 720,
796; immigration of to Jerusalem, 721. See also
Reb Arele (Reb Arelekh) Hasidism; Shomrei
Emunim; Toldot Aharon Hasidism

Rothschild, Solomon, 309

Rottenberg, Hayim Shlomo (Koson dynasty), 635

Rottenberg, Yesha’ayah Meshulam Feish, 775-777;
on the role of the tsaddik, 776-777

Rottenberg, Yisrael Tsvi (Koson dynasty), 635

Rottenberg, Yosef (Koson dynasty), 634-635

Rotwand, Jakub, 490

Rozen, Mathias, 490

Rozynes, Avraham Hersh, 513

Rubashkin, Sholom, 760

Rubin, Asher Yeshaya, 416

Russia/Russian Empire, 18, 25, 260, 261, 263-264,
264, 276-277, 278, 291-331 passim, 332, 502,
504; 1804 Statute on the Situation of the Jews,
105, 265, 278; attitudes toward and policies
concerning Hasidism in, 508-512; and the Dress
Decree, 344, 364, 516, 517, 533, 535; expulsion of
Jews during World War I, 580; mass emigration
of Jews from, 9; opposition by Hasidism to
modernity in, 509, 516, 517; pogroms in, 535,
536; the “printing decree” in, 459; the require-
ment of military service law (1827), 265. See also
Belarus (White Russia); Russian Jewish Pale of
Settlement

Russian Civil War, 580

Russian Jewish Pale of Settlement, 4, 248, 263, 293,
326, 365, 536; impoverishment in, 321, 536, 537

Russian Orthodox Church, 1

Russian Revolution (1917), 3, 580, 589

Ruzhin Hasidism, 187, 285, 291, 293, 318, 326, 327,
362, 404, 414, 646, 721; immigration of to the
United States, 641; moderation of its “regal way,”
369; openness of to the modern world, 409; in
the Soviet Union, 590. See also Friedmans;
Sadagora Hasidism

Rypinski, Majer, 444

Sabbath, 39; rituals of, 37-38, 172; and the turning
on of lights, 197. See also tish (table)

Sabbatianism/Sabbatian messianism/Sabbatians,
5,34,37,59, 86, 86-87, 663; links with and
influence of on Hasidism, 20, 167, 177, 178,
180-181; and the principles of “alien deeds”
(ma’asim zarim) and the “holiness of sin”
(mitzvah haba’a ba’aveira), 177. See also
Shabbetai Tsvi

Sacher-Masoch, Leopold von, 423-424, 508, 526

Sadagora Hasidism, 276, 309, 361, 363-371, 404,
405-409, 442, 513; post-World War I decline
of, 587. See also Friedmans; Ruzhin-Sadagora
dynasty

Sadan, Dov, 375
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Safed, 37, 38, 139, 183, 364, 644, 735

Safrin, Yitshak Ayzik Yehudah Yehiel (Komarno
dynasty), 308, 384-386, 463, 634; claim of to
a messianic role, 386; view of himself as the
reincarnation of Luria, 386; writings of, 385

Sandz Hasidism 276, 285, 361-362, 379-383, 646,
685, 687; opposition of to Zionism, 686; writings
of, 468-469. See also Halberstams

Sandz-Klausenburg Hasidism, 379, 633, 665,
727-731. See also Halberstams

Satmar Hasidism, 673, 726, 759; dress of, 752;
rejection of the State of Israel, 674; Sighet-
Satmar Hasidism, 631-632; survival of the
Holocaust by, 687; and women in the twentieth
century, 576. See also Satmar Hasidism, in the
United States; Teitelbaum, Yoel (Yoelish)
(Satmar dynasty)

Satmar Hasidism, in the United States, 685-692;
the “Aronis,” 691; as one of the largest courts,
685; oppositional stance of, 678; the “Zalis,” 691

Savran-Bendery Hasidism, 293

Schachter-Shalomi, Zalman, 697, 795, 796-797,
811

Schechter, Solomon, 2

Schenirer, Sara, and the Beis Ya’akov system of
girls’ schools, 603-605, 669

Scher, Yitshak Aizek, 718

Schick, Eliezer Shlomo, 736

Schneersohn, Dov Ber (Chabad dynasty), 189-190;
293,294-298, 698; on messianism, 303; as the
Mittler Rebbe (Middle Rebbe), 297; moving of
the location of the court of Chabad to Lubavitch,
294; on prayer, 295-297; publication of extended
editions of the Tanya by, 297; quarrel of with
Aharon ha-Levi, 294-297; relations with the
authorities, 297

Schneersohn, Hayim Shneur Zalman of Liady
(Chabad dynasty), 413, 433

Schneersohn, Menahem Mendel (“The Tsemach
Tsedek”; Chabad dynasty), 298-301, 464, 511,
520-521, 550, 594, 600, conflict of with Leon
Mandelstam, 300; investigation of by the
authorities, 299; as a member of the tailors’
association of Lubavitch, 299; printing of his
grandfather’s teachings by, 301; as a prototype
of a modern political leader, 299; sons’ leader-
ship responsibilities in the court of, 298-299;
Tsemah Tsedek, 298

Schneersohn, Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch
(Chabad dynasty), 189-190

Schneersohn, Shalom Dov Ber (Chabad dynasty),
281, 302-303, 521, 545-548, 550, 551, 552, 600;
on contemplative prayer, 302; grave of, 427;
mental illness of, 303; on messianism, 303, 588;
opposition of to general education and consent
of to vocational training, 546-547; resettlement
of in Rostov on Don, 584; on Zionism, 542

Index

Schneersohn, Shlomo Zalman of Kopust, 301, 541

Schneersohn, Shmuel (Chabad dynasty), 301-302

Schneersohn, Yehudah Leib of Kopust (Chabad
dynasty), 301

Schneersohn, Yosef Yitshak (Chabad dynasty), 302,
550, 552, 592-595, 617-618, 649-650, 677, 694,
731, 748, 796; arrest of, 594; departure of from
the Soviet Union, 594-595; le-altar li-tshuvah,
le-altar li-geulah (repentance immediately,
redemption immediately) motto of, 694; safe
passage of from Poland to the United States, 618,
654-655; on the Shoah and the United States,
660; in the United States, 694

Schneerson, Chaya Moussia (Mushka, wife of
Menachem Mendel), 745

Schneerson, Menachem Mendel (Chabad dynasty),
10, 125, 665, 677, 694-699, 731, 732, 763, 765;
anti-Zionist rhetoric of, 712-713; “campaigns”
or “operations” (mivtsoim) of, 696-699; as child-
less, 695; criticism of contemporary feminism
by, 744-745; in Crown Heights, 679-680; on
faith and science, 773-774; on messianism, 10,
303, 674, 695, 699, 700, 713, 770; openness of to
modern technology, 774-775; view of Yosef
Yitshak in messianic terms, 696; visual images
of 791; on the wearing of wigs, 751

Schocken, Salman, 568

Scholem, Gershom, 4, 5-6, 82, 160, 164, 564, 566,
647

Schwartz, Israel, 639; changing of his name to
Twersky and assuming the titles of Chernobyl
Rebbe and the Kozhenitser Rebbe, 639

Science of Judaism (Wissenschaft des Judentums),
465

sects, 86; and the Christian Church, 86; Hasidism
as a sect, 58, 78, 86-87, 92, 95, 96, 184, 190, 191,
244-245, 248, 249, 261, 268-272, 273, 279, 335,
444, 479, 480, 483, 499, 502, 514, 517, 526, 527,
529

Seer of Lublin. See Ya’akov Yitshak Horowitz-
Sternfeld (the Seer of Lublin)

Sefat Emet, 345-346; on nature (feva) and the
sacred “point” (nekudah), 345-346

Sefer Raziel ha-Malakh, 51, 150, 463, 809

sefirot (divine manifestations [singular: sefirah]),
80, 81, 116, 165, 166, 191, 193, 195, 204, 307; and
dance, 219; the ninth sefirah, 166; the seven
lower sefirot, 180

Segal-Loewy, Meshulam Feish (Tosh dynasty), 634

Segel, Benjamin Wolf, 27, 556

segulot (magical charms), 35. See also magic/
magical traditions

Sejdenwajsowa, Krajndel, 451

Sejm (1788-1792; the “Great Sejm”), 479, 480, 503,
519

Sephardim, 390, 627. See also Lurianic Kabbalah,
the Sephardic prayer book
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sermons. See derashah (Hasidic sermon)

sexuality, 165, 175-176, 178, 250, 741-743;
homosexuality, 767-768; involuntary ejaculation
during prayer, 94, 177; pietistic sexual ethics of
some Hasidic groups, 450; preoccupation of
with sexual temptation, 741; preparation for
sexual relations in marriage, 742-743; sexual
abstinence, 252; sexual asceticism among Ger,
Slonim, and Toldot Aharon Hasidim (kedushah
[holiness] regulations), 715-719; sexual sin, 177,
180. See also tikkun ha-brit (penance for
masturbation)

Shabbetai Tsvi, 18, 20; conversion of to Islam, 20.
See also Sabbatianism/Sabbatian messianism/
Sabbatians

Shach, Elazar Menahem, 713-714, 726, 775, 782;
antagonism of toward Chabad and Ger, 713

Shalom Sakhna (grandson of Maggid of Mezer-
itsh), 85, 305; as father of the first yenuka, 235

Shalom Teomim of Lwow, 230

Shapira, Avi Ezri, 582

Shapira, David (Dinov dynasty), 399

Shapira, Haya Frima Rivka, 630

Shapira, Hayim Elazar (Munkatsh dynasty), 400,
602, 606, 612, 627, 628-630, 649, 659, 662, 700;
on immigration to the Land of Israel, 628; oppo-
sition of to Agudat Yisrael, 629; opposition of to
Zionism, 629

Shapira, Hayim Meir Yechiel of Drohobitsh, 545

Shapira, Hayim Meir Yechiel of Moglinetz, 334

Shapira, Pinhas. See Pinhas Shapira of Korets

Shapira, Shlomo (Munkatsh dynasty) 397

Shapira, Tsvi Elimelekh (Dinov dynasty), 200, 384,
397-400, 463, 508, 702; legacy of, 399-400

Shapira, Tsvi Hirsch (Dinov dynasty), 399

Shapira, Yishayahu Meir, 405

Shapira, Yitshak Mordechai, 583

Shapira (Dinov-Munkatsh) dynasty, 362, 390,
397-398

Shapiro, Avraham Ya’akov (Grodzisk dynasty),

648

Shapiro, Hayim of Plock, 582

Shapiro, Kalonymos Kalman of Piasetshna,
614-616, 655, 660-662; call of for the formation
of a Hasidic elite, 615; call of for intellectual and
educational reforms, 614; death of, 660; theo-
logical response of to the Holocaust, 660-662; in
the Warsaw Ghetto, 653, 660. See also Piasetshna
(Piaseczno) Hasidism

Shapiro, Meir of Lublin, 602, 603; and the practice
of Daf Yomi, 603

Shapiro, Shalom, 582

Shapiro, Yeshayahu, 614

Sharon, Ariel, on military advice by the Rebbe of
Chabad, 734

Shaulzon, Hayim, 786

Shazar, Zalman, 734, 736
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shehitah (ritual slaughter), 29, 63, 170, 197,
247-248, 270, 396, 431, 442, 450, 527; conflict
concerning the knives used for, 247-248; in the
Soviet Union, 593

Sheindel (daughter of Yohanan Twersky of
Rakhmistrivke [Rotmistrovka]), 312

shekhinah (God’s presence), 37, 78, 80-81, 84, 94,
145, 176, 179, 188; prayer as a form of inter-
course with, 176-177; structure (komata) of,
182

shemirot (singular: shemirah) coins, as ritual
objects, 208-209

Shemtov, Avraham (Avremel), 682

Shemtov, Levi, 682

Shenker, Benzion, 800

Sheriff, Noam, 800

Shikkun Vizhnits (neighborhood in Jerusalem),
709

Shivhei ha-Ari, 68

Shivhei ha-Besht, 17, 25, 31, 37, 49, 60, 62, 68, 136,
186, 197, 204, 220, 226, 455, 459, 464, 466, 561,
562, 569, 667, 669; anecdotes on ritual bathing
in, 192, 193; as a book of hagiography, 68; on
dance, 217; on the Maggid as Ba’al Shem Tov’s
chosen successor, 78; multiple printings of,
465; preface to, 221; on print as inferior to oral
teaching, 241-242; the “revelation” of the Ba’al
Shem Tov in, 58-59; stories of the Besht’s
ecstatic state in, 51-52; stories featuring women
in, 251-252; stories of Ya’akov Yosef of Polnoye
in, 62, 63, 64, 67; story of the Besht and Stefan
Hasjeniuk in, 453; talismanic properties of, 208;
versions of, 69-70

Shklov, 92, 510

Shlomo Hayim of Koidanov, 449

Shlomo of Karlin, 122, 125, 138; death of, 122;
prayer practices of, 122

Shlomo of Lutsk, 67-68, 98, 108, 173, 241, 264, 373

Shmeltzer, Elazar Lipa, 787

Shmuel (stepson of the Besht), 58

Shneur Zalman of Liady (“Alter Rebbe”; Chabad
dynasty), 4, 72, 87, 93, 95-96, 96, 97, 106, 111,
119-120, 122, 130, 138, 139, 173, 181, 232, 240,
294, 295, 300, 302, 317, 433, 459, 490, 509,
546-547, 584, 697; accessibility of to visitors,
422; broader civic and community activities of,
129; condemnation of magic by, 174; conflict/
dispute of with Avraham of Kalisk (Kolyszki),
119-120, 125, 135-36; contributions of to legal
scholarship, 170, 171; court of, 238; first arrest
and interrogation of, 93, 118, 125, 133; on the
Gaon of Vilna, 97; grave of, 427; hesitation of
concerning the print versions of his teachings,
242; interactions of with his court Hasidim,
126-128; interpretation by of the Kabbalistic
doctrine of the soul, 131-132; Likkutei Amarim
(Tanya), 96, 130, 131, 132, 160, 167, 243, 301,
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Shneur Zalman of Liady (continued)
317, 460, 464; and the Mitnaggdim, 132-135;
rearrest of and release from prison, 134-135;
regulations of concerning pilgrims, 127-128;
relationship with Barukh of Mezhbizh, 71-72;
sermons of, 129-130; Shulhan Arukh ha-Rav,
301, 323. See also Chabad Hasidism

Shochet, Baruch Meir Ya’akov, 710, 791

shohet (ritual slaughterer [plural: shohtim]). See
shehitah (ritual slaughter)

Shomer Yisrael, 376

Shomrei Emunim, 391, 625, 720

Shraga Feivel of Gritza, 351, 352

shtadlanim (lobbyists or intercessors [singular:
shtadlan)), 515

Shtefanesht (Ruzhin-Sadagora court), 369

shtetl (Jewish market town [plural: shtetlekh]), 3,
429; economics of, 440-446; power in, 430-435

shtibl (prayer house [ plural: shtiblekh]), 30, 279,
429, 430-431, 435-440; the “all-Hasidic” shtibl,
439-440; destruction of in World War 1,
581-582; establishment of, 431; location of, 438;
and patronage, 438-439; the single-group shtibl,
440; social composition of, 439; socioeconomic
functions of, 281, 431, 437-438. See also kloyz
(study house [plural: kloyzn])

Shuvalov, Piotr Pavlovich, 315

Shuvu Banim yeshivah, 737-738

siddur (prayer book), 32; the Sephardic prayer
book, 91, 269; the siddur of the Besht as a ritual
object, 203-204. See also prayer

Siegal, Yehoshua (the Sherpser Rebbe), 639

Sieniawski, Adam Mikolaj, 44

Sighet (Sziget) Hasidism, 172, 285, 396, 626; as a
“rabbinic” type of Hasidism, 626

Silber, Moshe Ya’akov, 766

Simhah Bunem of Pshiskhe, 236, 334, 337-340,
350, 492, 544, 611; separation of from his family,
351-352; strange customs of, 352; travel of to
the Holy Land, 352

sin: negative repercussions of sin in the world of
the sefirot, 191; sexual sin, 177, 180

Singer, Israel Joshua, 359-360, 440, 441

Sirkes, Yoel, 29

Skernievits Hasidism (Vurke dynasty), 334, 352,
650

Skulen Hasidism, 625

Skvira (branch of Chernobyl dynasty), 311, 314,
369, 405, 584, 678-679, 757, 778. See also
Twerskys

Slonim Hasidism, 291, 646; sexual asceticism of,
719-720; “Slonim Shvartze” (Black Slonim)
faction of, 719; “Slonim Vaysse” (White Slonim)
faction of, 719. See also Berezovsky, Shalom
Noah; Weinberg, Avraham (the First through
Fourth)

Slonimski, Hayim Zelig, 498, 529

Index

Smolenskin, Perets, 498-499, 556, 557

Sochachev dynasty, 334, 349-350. See also
Bornsteins

socialism, Hasidic responses to, 540, 545

society, Hasidic, post—-World War II, 740;
conditions leading to poverty in, 758, 760;
demography of in the United States and Israel,
755-757,764; dropouts from, 766-769; eco-
nomics of contemporary Hasidism, 757-761;
homosexuality in, 767-768; and the issue of “in-
formers” (moser), 763-764; and proselytization/
recruitment of new members, 764-767; rela-
tionships with the outside world, 761-764;
sexuality, gender, and family issues, 740-747;
work of in the retail and diamond trades,
758-759. See also dress, Hasidic; family life;
sexuality; women

Society for Jewish Folk Music, 571

Society for the Promotion of Culture among the
Jews of Russia, 547

“society of scholars” (hevrat lomdim), 711, 727;
and the avoidance of conscription in the Israeli
Defense Forces, 711-712

Sofer, Moshe (the Hatam Sofer), 266, 389-390,
532, 625

Sofer, Shimon, 523, 524

Sofer, Yohanan, 625

Sofer, Yosef Moshe, 780, 810

Sokolow, Nahum, 524, 529

Solomon of Saséw, 585

Soloveitchik, Hayim Ha-Levi, 331

Soloveitchik, Joseph B., 641

Soloveitchik, Yitshak Ze’ev, 712

Sonnenberg, Berek, 335, 451, 519-520

Sonnenberg, Temerl, 348, 451

Sorasky, Aharon, 779-780

Sorotzkin, Eliezer, 701

Soviet Union, 694; deportation of Hasidim to
Siberia by, 654; flight of Jews from, 597;
Hasidism in, 589-595; persecution of Jews
in, 575; as the site for a revival of Lubavitch
Hasidism, 698

spas, Hasidim visits to, 376, 559

Spector, Yitshak Elhanan, 521

Spektor, Mordechai, 535

Spinka (S@panta) Hasidism, 400, 635

Spinoza, Baruch, 489

St. Petersburg Committee for the Organization of
Jews in the Empire, 517

Staszic, Stanislaw, 447, 514; death of, 515

Statute on the Status of the Jews (1804), 265, 279,
508-509

Stein, Abby, 768

Stein, M. B., 598

Steinberg, Yehudah, 562

Steiner, Yeshaya of Kerestir, 391

Steinsaltz, Adin, 794, 797
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Steitzberg, Zelig, 716

Stekel, Wilhelm, 303

Stern, Avraham 270, 460, 494

Stern, Elky, 766-767

Sternhartz, Natan of Nemirow (Bratslav), 113,
117, 204, 206, 322-325, 460, 464, 491; choice of
Nahman ben Simhah of Bratslav as his rebbe,
225; conversion of, 222-223; Shivhei ha-Ran,
323

Sternhartz-Kokhav-Lev, Avraham, 647, 735

Stolin-Karlin Hasidism, 616-617, 645; failure of to
thrive in the United States, 685. See also Perlovs

storytelling, 220-221, 306-307; the “deeds of the
tsaddikim,” 220; tales told by the tsaddikim,
220-221

Stranger Among Us, A (1992), 802

Streisand, Barbara, 801

Stutschewsky, Yehoyakhin ( Joachim), 800

succession, of Hasidic leadership, 233-237; and
the critical nature of lineage ( yihus) to, 236;
and the problem of the successor being a yenuka
(nursling), 235, 283, 306, 319, 327-329; in the
twentieth-century United States, 684, 688, 690,
695, 704-705; types of (intra-family succession
and succession by students), 234-236

Swiqtochowski, Aleksander, 525

synagogues, 34, 267; naming of as Anshei Sefarad
(“men of Sephard”), 638

Szaniawski, Klemens Junosza, 525

Szymariski, Adam, 526-527

Taborski, Pinhas, 585

Talmud, 114, 355, 808-809; and ketoret (incense),
50; study of, 32, 33, 343, 729; the trope of the
exile of the shekhinah in, 661

Talne branch (Chernobyl dynasty), 318, 403-404.
See also Twersky, David of Talne (Chernobyl
dynasty)

Tambor, Deb, 768

Tamkin, Alex and David, 570

Tanya: publication of extended editions of by Dov
Ber Schneersohn, 297; Sefer shel Beinonim, 131,
167. See also Chabad Hasidism; Shneur Zalman
of Liady (“Alter Rebbe”; Chabad dynasty),
Likkutei Amarin

Taub, Menahem Mendel (Kaliv dynasty), 634, 665,
710

Taub, Shaul Yedidyah Elazar (Modits dynasty),
215, 587, 620

Taub, Yehezkel, 648; abandonment of his religion
by and changing of his name to George Nickel,
648

Taub, Yehezkel of Kuzmir, 215

Taub, Yisrael (Modzits dynasty), 215, 620

Taub, Yitshak Ayzik (Kaliv dynasty), 391-393, 634

technology, influence of on twentieth-century
Hasidim, 674
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Teichthal, Yisakhar Shlomo, 662-663; advocacy of
a Jewish state, 663; death of, 661; Em ha-Banim
Semehah, 663

Teitelbaum, Aharon (Satmar dynasty), 681, 689,
692, 726, 784; as rabbi and yeshivah head in
Kiryas Joel, 690

Teitelbaum, Alte Feige (wife of Yoel Teitelbaum),
688, 745; rebbe-like role of, 688; resistance of to
Moshe Teitelbaum’s leadership, 689

Teitelbaum, Elazar Nisan, 396

Teitelbaum, Hananya Yom Tov (Sighet dynasty),
396, 631; death of, 631

Teitelbaum, Hayim Tsvi (Sighet dynasty), 631

Teitelbaum, Lipa, 691

Teitelbaum, Moshe (Satmar dynasty), 688-692;
illness and death of, 690

Teitelbaum, Moshe (Uyhel-Sighet dynasty), 172,
276, 393-396; belief of in reincarnation,
394-395; initial venture into Hasidism, 393;
support of for the removal of Rabbi Yehonatan
Alexandersohn, 395

Teitelbaum, Rosa-Bluma (wife of Elazar Nisan),
396

Teitelbaum, Yekutiel Yehudah (Sighet dynasty),
396, 780

Teitelbaum, Yekutiel Yehudah Zalman Leib
(Satmar dynasty), 681, 726, 781; as Av Bet Din
and head of the yeshivah in the Yetev Lev
congregation, 690

Teitelbaum, Yoel (Yoelish) (Satmar dynasty), 396,
631-632, 633, 665, 677-678, 685, 692, 708, 712,
727,743,748, 755, 759; in Brooklyn, 691; crea-
tion of his own institutions in the United States
by, 678; death of, 687; endorsement of Hasidim
wearing their traditional garb, 687; founding of
the Satmar yeshivah by, 632; founding of Kiryas

Joel, 678; involvement of in Hungarian intra-
Jewish politics, 686; on Israel’s Independence
Day, 686; lack of heirs, 687; obsession of with
purity, 687; opposition of to acculturation and
theological creativity, 686; opposition of to
Zionism and the State of Israel, 631, 686-687;
on the Shoah, 686; survival of the Holocaust by,
655, 656-657; Va-Yoel Moshe, 665, 686-687, 779
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