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INTRODUCTION

One day in the early 1820s, a traveler to London stopped at the Antiquities
Gallery of the British Museum, noting that it was “the only institution in Lon-
don which does not charge you for entry.” Apparently even the nonexistent
fee was not low enough, for the traveler soon found much to dislike about
the antiquities on display. The “pillars of ancient temples, tombstones with
inscriptions, and damaged statues” inspired a dejected identification. Just as
he, a foreigner, felt alienated by the city, so too did these objects “lose their
meaning in the modern capital of a strange country.” He rallied, however, on
seeing “the stone brought from Rosetta,” with inscriptions in “the supposedly
secret hieroglyphs” as well as in Greek and demotic. The latter two inscriptions
prompted him to wonder “whether they were known to the researcher Cham-
pollion,” as “they could contribute to his claim about the hieroglyphs, which
have so far been considered a mystery and in his opinion are only letters.” That
the Rosetta Stone, with its triple inscription, should rouse this melancholy
witness to speculate about the relationship between the three scripts attests
to the broad interest that the recent work of both Jean-Francois Champollion
in France and Thomas Young in England was beginning to elicit at this time.
Champollion and Young are often said to have worked in broadly similar
ways in their efforts to “decipher” these scripts.> The Oxford English Dictionary
defines “to decipher” as “to convert (a text written in code, or a coded signal)
into normal language.” Both Champollion and Young did aim to read Egyptian
texts, and the dictionary meaning of “decipherment” does include at least that
much. But it also suggests that a script constitutes a “code,” that is, “a system
of words, letters, figures, or symbols used to represent others, especially for
the purpose of secrecy,” again according to the Oxford definition. Until well
into the eighteenth century, and even later, those interested in Egyptian hiero-
glyphs did for the most part think of them as a “code” in the sense of a system
of inscription designed to ensure secrecy. Each hieroglyphic, it was frequently
thought, stood for an elaborate allegory in which sacred knowledge was con-
cealed, knowledge that was thought to be the exclusive possession of priests.’
Neither Young nor Champollion subscribed to this interpretation. For
Young in part, and for Champollion altogether, all three Egyptian scripts were
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2 INTRODUCTION

intended to convey specific words and word phrases, which meant that the
ancient texts could be understood by anyone who knew the Egyptian language.
The purpose of many codes or ciphers—to maintain secrecy—was for them
not at issue, except insofar as literacy itself had been limited to a select group
for such a purpose. (Neither Young nor Champollion took much interest in
the extent to which ancient Egyptians were literate.) To write of their work as
a “decipherment” in the customary sense, though having the virtue of long-
established usage, can obscure much of what Champollion considered his own
aims to be. For his part, Young did see his efforts rather like the cracking of
a cipher, but he also found the signs used by the Egyptians redolent of their
religion, which he disdained. He insisted that, in the centuries before Alexan-
der’s conquest of Egypt, hieroglyphs always encompassed much more than the
direct words and phrases of the ancient language, and what they did convey
then was hardly precise. As Young noted in a remarkable letter written in 1827,
although a “simple picture, for instance, of a votary presenting a vase to a sitting
deity; each characterized by some peculiarity of form, and each distinguished
also by a name written over him” might “be called a pure hieroglyphical repre-
sentation,” such a picture “scarcely amounts to a language, any more than the
look of love is the language of the lover.”* To Champollion, in contrast, the
scripts were traces of the language of a venerable ancient civilization. Where
for Young ancient Egypt held little interest in periods before the Greek inva-
sion, for Champollion the Greco-Roman period marked the cultural decline
of a once admirable civilization under foreign domination.

As our remarks already suggest, this book is a study in contrasts. The dif-
ferences in the approaches of Young and Champollion to Egyptian writing
evolved from their dissimilar circumstances, with different attitudes toward
antiquity, different material cultures of printing and engraving, different ways
of handling evidence, and more. Although we examine the details of the con-
troversy that emerged following Champollion’s 1822 announcement of his
claims at the Académie des inscriptions et belles-lettres—the renowned Lettre
a M. Dacier—our account begins much earlier. We concentrate on how each
of our protagonists arrived at his conclusions in order to show the separate
developmental arcs of their ideas. To this end, we have made extensive use of
archival materials not previously thoroughly exploited: in particular, Young’s
manuscripts from 1814, when he first turned to the Egyptian scripts, Champol-
lion’s drafts for talks that he gave at the Académie des inscriptions before the
famed Dacier letter, and manuscripts that document Champollion’s passionate
engagement with Coptic. All in all, Young could not take a view of the Egyp-
tian scripts that was not also a position on the sophistication of the ancient
civilization relative to his contemporary values; whereas for Champollion, the
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INTRODUCTION 3

study of the ancient scripts provided much-needed escape from the present,
especially during periods of personal difficulty. “What a distraction, indeed,
for the heart and soul is a grammar that is more than six thousand years old!”
Champollion wrote to a friend in May 1816, in the midst of internal exile to his
sleepy hometown of Figeac.® To Young, Egyptian culture itself seemed prin-
cipally responsible for the character of Egyptian writing, which he considered
vastly inferior to Greek. For Champollion, in contrast, the scripts held out the
hope of entry into a world that he wanted deeply to understand, about which
he made few a priori claims. As a result, he moved fruitfully along paths that
Young would not, and perhaps could not, follow.

Late Georgian attitudes shaped Young’s work with the Egyptian scripts.
Propriety in language, deportment, and written expression mattered a good
deal to Young, as did contemporary expectations concerning the proper forms
of mathematical reasoning. For Young, these expectations went considerably
beyond mathematics itself. Born to a Quaker family and encouraged to value
mastery of Greek and Latin, Young became expert at manipulating the written
forms of both. An avid reader of natural philosophy and mathematics treatises,
he mastered these skills as well. As a young man, he found favor with Georgian
elites who valued ancient languages as much as he did, and who were rapidly
coming to value scientific expertise. Young’s path into London society was ad-
ditionally smoothed by his mother’s uncle, the prominent London physician
Richard Brocklesby, who shepherded Young through his early medical career
while welcoming him into his circle of influential friends.

Although Young came to eschew Quaker dress and practice, residues of his
religious upbringing can be detected in his later attitudes. The zoomorphic
idolatry he perceived as the foundation for ancient Egyptian religion rendered
the entire culture suspect. This, too, shaped his attitude toward Egyptian writ-
ing. In the end, for Thomas Young the scripts of Egypt were uninteresting for
anything they might have to say about a culture he viewed as barbarous, until
the salutary effects of Greek culture changed the scripts in ways that he hoped
might be used to illuminate the histories of the invading Greeks and Romans.
Disdain for ancient Egypt strongly colored his attitude toward its writing, and
the scripts interested him chiefly as a particularly resistant puzzle to solve.

Young’s attitude was not unusual. Many of his contemporaries regarded an-
cient Egypt as useful only insofar as it illuminated the condition of the modern
Briton. We see this attitude vividly expressed in Turner’s early paintings on
biblical subjects. One of these paintings referenced the familiar story of ancient
and idolatrous civilization getting its divine comeuppance at the hands of a
virtuous prophet.’ Exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1800, J.M.W. Turner’s
The Fifth Plague of Egypt featured a desert landscape in which threatening
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FIGURE I.1. JM.W. Turner, The Fifth Plague of Egypt (1800). Courtesy of Indianapolis Museum of Art
at Newfields.

clouds are pierced by a shaft of light that illuminates an inscrutable pyramid
(fig. I.1). An instantly recognizable symbol of ancient (i.e., biblical) Egypt,
the pyramid revealed nothing of its meaning or relationship to the landscape
it dominated, while animals and human figures are shown prostrate in the
foreground, suffering the divinely meted-out consequences of their idolatry.
Such interpretations condensed religious and antiquarian themes into an eas-
ily consumable narrative of social order—who was in, who was out, and who
was responsible for the present situation. As a symbol, Egypt gave form to
otherwise inchoate anxieties about heritage, identity, and belonging. These
anxieties were stoked not by Egypt per se but by events closer to home, such
as the difficult incorporation of territories like Scotland into the body of Great
Britain and the intrusion of scientific expertise into antiquarian-adjacent fields
like archaeology and philology. As we will see, Young took care to distance
himself from antiquarianism. But even his wariness suggested the degree to
which he shared in these broader conflicts.

Born seventeen years after Young in 1790, Champollion was the youngest
son in a large family headed by a domineering father, a bookseller with a taste
for drink and a willingness to incur ruinous debts. Despite these unfavorable
beginnings, Champollion was supported in his studies from a tender age. In
perhaps the luckiest turn of his young life, Champollion’s practical and worldly
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older brother took charge of his education. While employed by a Grenoble
textile concern owned by a member of their extended family, Jacques-Joseph
(known later as Champollion-Figeac) encouraged Champollion to develop his
affinity for languages, notably Hebrew, as well as the usual Latin and Greek.
But quiet scholarship apart from public life ultimately held limited appeal. A
fiery Bonapartist during his early adulthood, Champollion narrowly avoided
incarceration and worse during the Bourbon Restoration. In keeping with his
Bonapartism, he exhibited a philosophe-like disdain for official religion; at
the same time, he nurtured a distinctly un-philosophe-like admiration for the
culture, as he then knew it, of ancient Egypt. Napoleon, of course, undertook
a massive expedition to the country, largely in order to secure his bid to be
remembered as an empire builder in the manner of Alexander the Great. For
Champollion the appeal was different. He regarded pre-Alexandrian Egypt
as aesthetically and even morally superior to what it became under Greco-
Roman domination. To read the ancient scripts was to open a window onto
an attractive world peopled by individuals whose lives he admired and whose
beliefs he respected.

Guiding his younger brother’s education, Champollion-Figeac encouraged
Champollion to value some kinds of evidence over others. A librarian and
scholar eventually selected to head the newly established Ecole des chartes,
Champollion-Figeac merged old-fashioned antiquarianism with the nascent
sciences of archaeology and philology.” The result was a distinctive histori-
cal sensibility, one he shared with contemporaries who were, like him, keen
to modernize French antiquarianism. Historians have noted the fingerprints
Champollion-Figeac left on his younger brother’s career, as he shepherded
Champollion through the treacherous world of elite Parisian scholars and
edited the younger man’s writings in order to limit otherwise inevitable criti-
cism and dismissal. From his older brother Champollion absorbed much about
the nature and practice of history that prepared him for work on the Egyptian
scripts. Among other things, Champollion-Figeac alerted him to the possibil-
ity that textual evidence could be scrutinized for uniquely persistent features
such as linguistic roots and toponyms that described inalterable features of
the landscape.

Aswe will see, the question of whether the Egyptian scripts were phonetic
became central to Champollion’s work in contradictory ways. The question
was then a matter of considerable general import, for the advent of an alpha-
bet was indexed to the presumed sophistication of a civilization. Though not
everyone agreed on this point, Coptic—the liturgical language of the Coptic
Orthodox Church in Egypt—was hypothesized to be a late descendant of the
spoken language of ancient Egypt.®* However, since Young saw Coptic as a
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developed language of late pre-Islamic Egypt, he was skeptical of its utility for
investigations of pre-Alexandrian texts. For Champollion, on the other hand,
Coptic virtually was ancient Egyptian, little changed from the original. As a
student in Paris, he became involved with Copts recently arrived from Napo-
leon’s Egyptian expedition who introduced him to Coptic as a living language.
Champollion found in Coptic something like a fossil from remote antiquity,
one that accordingly promised unique access to the country’s earliest beliefs
and cultural practices. The question, for him, was how Coptic could be used
to elucidate the scripts. Assembling dictionaries of Coptic, Champollion even
tested hypotheses about which bits of the Rosetta demotic might correspond
in some manner to various Coptic roots. By the early 1820s, following a stun-
ning reversal, Champollion became convinced that even the most ancient of
the scripts had to be phonetic. In what follows, we trace Champollion’s path
to this conclusion.

When Young began to engage with Egyptian writing in 1814, he was an
established medical doctor known for his pathbreaking and occasionally con-
troversial natural philosophical investigations. At forty-one years old, he could
boast a respectable scientific reputation even among the French savants, as
scholars in natural philosophy, mathematics, and other areas were called, and
this despite the acrimonious years of the Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars.
Champollion, in contrast, was just twenty-four in 1814 and scarcely known
outside a select group in Paris and Grenoble; his first book, L’Egypte sous les
Pharaons (Egypt under the Pharaohs), was published that year after a great
buildup to disappointingly mixed reviews. Unlike Young, he was uninterested
in mathematics and natural philosophy, though the corpus of his published
and unpublished work amply attests to his powerful ability to classify and
synthesize a vast array of heterogeneous evidence. Their temperaments also
differed. Until pressed by friends to counter what they saw as an emerging at-
tempt to devalue his work on the scripts in comparison with Champollion’s,
Young remained, if anything, both cordial and helpful when contacted by the
young Frenchman. Even the book that he produced to assert his priority in
particular points was politely and carefully framed. Champollion, on the other
hand, reacted vehemently to insinuations that he had merely amplified Young’s
positions.

The seemingly trivial matter of nomenclature emblematizes the difference
between the two men, who could not even agree on what to call the interme-
diate Rosetta script. Young used “enchorial,” a straight transliteration of the
Rosetta Greek EI'XQPIOIZ, which he took to refer simply to the vernacular
“of the country.” The choice was consistent with his view that the inscription’s
translation should adhere closely to the Greek text in both structure and mean-
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ing. Champollion, following Herodotus, preferred “Demotic,” which could
be construed as referring to the popular, idiomatic language spoken by the
general populace and captured in the Rosetta Egyptian. Words carry a variety
of meanings and connotations, and in the difference between “enchorial” and
“Demotic,” we spy more than an argument over scholarly possession, though
it was at least that. Despite his Quaker background, Young was by training,
inclination, and position hardly prone to see a reflection of Egyptian popular
culture in the Rosetta inscription. The manifestly republican Champollion held
aviewpoint that was altogether different. The lexical discontinuity functioned,
and continues to function, as a reminder of the stark differences in the two
mens’ political attitudes and suggests relationships between those attitudes
and their views of ancient Egypt.’

These differences are perhaps most apparent at the juncture where their
public lives intersected with their intellectual preoccupations. Champollion’s
views on the nature of the scripts were matched and occasionally echoed by
his political radicalism. Although Champollion’s reputation as a radical did
not redound to his professional benefit, outspokenness continually secured
the benefits of an audience for his views. Young, in contrast, generally sought
to avoid controversy, as it threatened the medical practice that provided his
livelihood." Such reserve could not have been more foreign to Champollion.
Though his career suffered, he freely expressed anticlerical and anti-Bourbon
views, counting on his brother’s diplomatic talents and extensive connections
to keep him from serious harm. Little wonder, then, that his and Young’s paths
to understanding the ancient scripts differed so markedly.

Despite their differences, Young and Champollion did share important
traits. Both had an acute ability to work with unfamiliar graphical forms, that
is, the Egyptian scripts themselves. Both were exceptionally able to organize
these forms systematically—to such an extent, in Champollion’s case, that he
would be criticized for embodying the eighteenth-century grand sin of hav-
ing been too committed to “system” and not enough to available evidence. To
some extent, Young and Champollion also shared a literary tradition. Both
absorbed eighteenth-century travelers’ accounts of Egypt as well as works
by predecessors who attempted to read the scripts. They knew as well the
principal accounts from antiquity, those of Horapollo, Herodotus, Diodorus
Siculus, and Clement of Alexandria, together with what had been written
about these ancient remarks during the previous century. Both would grapple
with the complexities posed by contemporary efforts to reproduce the signs
on the mummy wrappings, papyri, and carved inscriptions." Of course, much
of what they held in common they also shared with their less well-known con-
temporaries, and their social and intellectual contexts were hardly mutually
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exclusive. People, publications, and letters flowed back and forth as freely as
circumstances allowed.

We have divided our account into five major parts. Part 1, “A Quaker’s Odys-
sey,” begins nearly in medias res, with a dinner party thrown in 1803 by publisher
Thomas Longman at which Young confronted attitudes toward ancient history
and language, which soon pervaded his work on Egyptian writing. The rest of
part 1 traces aspects of Young’s early biography that were instrumental to his
later work on the scripts, concluding with his first mature encounter with a
physical remnant of antique writing, significantly in the form not of Egyptian
hieroglyphs but the Greek of a Herculaneum papyrus. Part 2, “Antiquity Em-
braced,” turns to Champollion’s early investigations of Coptic, placing them
within the history of European encounters with the language and contemporary
responses to the Rosetta Stone’s discovery. In part 3, “Scripts and Bones,” we ex-
amine Young’s earliest, and enduring, work on the Rosetta scripts, done during
his sojourn at Worthing in the summer of 1814. Preserved at the British Library,
the manuscript of that work permits us to follow the evolution of Young’s ideas
as he grappled with the unfamiliar signs. Young’s subsequent studies of papyri
published in the Description de Egypte cemented his views of the scripts in ways
that did not significantly alter thereafter. At roughly the same time, Champol-
lion and his brother undertook an investigation of the Roman settlement of
Uxellodunum. Begun during the brothers’ forced exile to the family home at
Figeac, the Uxellodunum study places Champollion’s labor on the scripts at the
intersection of ancient history, antiquarianism, and philology.

After leaving Figeac for Grenoble, Champollion developed the startling
claim that none of the Egyptian scripts were phonetic at all. When he finally
returned to Paris, he detailed those conclusions in unpublished lectures given
at the Académie des inscriptions, manuscript drafts of which are preserved
in the Paris archives. In his Lettre a M. Dacier, presented only months later in
the same venue and in the presence of Young himself, Champollion offered a
considerably different assertion. How and why Champollion’s views abruptly
changed is the subject of part 4, “Reading the Past.” In part 5, “Antique Let-
ters,” we examine the earliest reactions to the Dacier letter; the reasons for
the church’s otherwise surprising embrace of Champollion, the anticlerical
firebrand; the beginnings of the priority controversy; and Champollion’s ef-
forts to clarify his system and defend its novelty. In conclusion we briefly follow
Champollion’s later career and assessments of the Egyptian scripts and lan-
guage, published posthumously by Champollion-Figeac, who carefully tended
and sometimes burnished his brother’s reputation. We do not further explore
the subsequent development of Egyptology into an organized academic dis-
cipline, since that is in itself a complex story."
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Our account is not intended to introduce readers to modern apprehension
of the Egyptian scripts. Some readers may be disappointed that we do not
point out where or in what ways the views of Young and Champollion differ
from the present dispensation, but this book is not an exploration of modern
Egyptology. In order to illuminate how an English polymath and a linguistically
talented Frenchman came to their respective views, we have tried as much as
possible to remain within their perspectives, attentive to what they themselves
would have known and to how their views interacted with their social and
cultural contexts. Of course, the present understanding did evolve out of the
original work by our protagonists, and it is hardly uninteresting to see where
Young’s or Champollion’s views diverge from present knowledge. However, to
do so here inevitably risks casting an illusory light on what they actually knew
and thought. It is altogether too easy to hand out marks for which of them first
correctly understood this or that sign or sign sequence, but no one at the time
had the benefit of two centuries’ further investigation. Those who are curious
about such matters can consult the many modern texts that provide Egyptian
sign sounds, meanings, and grammar for comparison, if they like, with those
of Young and Champollion.

Much has been made of the conflict between Young and Champollion,
and between their several epigones. These accounts frequently have nation-
alist overtones. The two men had their differences, to be sure, but histories
of their work on the scripts only took virulently nationalist forms following
both of their deaths. Despite some exceptions, their conflict did not pertain
principally to the military and political struggle between England and France.”
Their concerns were narrower and more local. Exploring these interests while
remaining faithful to their different points of view has constituted the bulk of
our task in this book. Questions about priority can too easily mislead if the
goal is to understand how each of our protagonists worked in his particular
context, for the two had always kept quite different aims in mind.

We are, of course, acutely aware of the risks of adding yet another volume to
the already extensive literature on the reading of the ancient Egyptian scripts.
However, no published account has made full use of unpublished manuscript
sources, and this alone provides sufficient reason for a fresh treatment. With
this volume, we hope to strike a balance between an intimate exploration of
our protagonists’ different points of view and a presentation of the major turn-
ing points in the history of their conflict. Perhaps unsurprisingly for a work
stemming from unavoidably biographical premises, character quickly became
a central preoccupation. Stories need characters to unfold their plots, and we
had both characters and plots in abundance. But even as they were surrounded
by conflict and occasional deceitfulness, our protagonists lived and worked
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within networks of helpful others, many of them largely forgotten, who also
crowd our canvas. These friends and collaborators prompted and consoled,
delivered hard-to-find books and rare manuscripts, and freely opened their
homes, their larders, and even their wallets when the need arose. These essen-
tial figures provide the context within which our two central figures played out
a drama that was at once something more, and something quite other, than a
contentious meeting of minds. We have explored the lives of Champollion and
Young in order to see what happened when their separate stories intersected,
to join in remarkably revealing ways.

The Young archive at the British Library in London and the Champollion
fonds at the Archives nationales open a new window onto their decipherments.
Young’s treatment of the Rosetta scripts illustrates how Georgian beliefs con-
cerning propriety in language, writing, and even mathematics combined with
belittlement of ancient Egypt’s religion and culture to pattern his approach.
We follow Young as he disassembled the Rosetta inscriptions, seeking to re-
construct the meaning of words written by a people he saw as inferior to the
Greeks and Romans. Champollion’s intense engagement with Coptic coalesced
with his early admiration of ancient Egypt to lead him in an entirely different
direction as he sought to uncover alost world through its language. Unlike his
English counterpart, who, though a Quaker by birth and training, nevertheless
joined the social and cultural world of metropolitan London, Champollion
was ever the provincial outsider, buffeted by the currents of late Napoleonic
and early Restoration France. Young avoided notoriety; Champollion courted
it. His archives reveal him to have been comparably bold in his willingness to
change his mind about the nature of the ancient scripts as he sought a way to
make a novel impact. Young, in contrast, never markedly altered his views.
And yet, different though the two were, both were riveted by the struggle to
find meaning in the signs of ancient Egypt.
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369, 388; prejudice against, 280. See also
demotic script; enchorial script; hieratic
script; hieroglyphs

“Egypt” (Young). See Britannica article (Young)

Egyptian Dictionary (Champollion), 515n1

Egyptian Grammar (Champollion), 515n1

Egyptian scripts. See demotic script; enchorial
script; hieratic script; hieroglyphs; Rosetta
Stone

Elements (Euclid), 37

Eléments de la grammaire chinoise (Abel-
Rémusat), 430

Emmanuel College, 59, 69

enchorial script: about, 6-7; naming of, 6-7,
46319, 47714, 490n26; reactions to Champol-
lion’s work and, 440; Young and, 120, 233, 257,
267-82, 311, 457, 495n32, 500-501NN12-13
(see also demotic script). See also Rosetta Stone
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Encyclopaedia Britannica, 227, 351, 419, 46502,
489n7, 492122, 495042

Encyclopédie, 153

England, 9, 14, 463013

Enlightenment, 32, 69

Epea Pteroenta (Tooke), 54

Epicureans, 89

epistolographic. See demotic script; enchorial
script

Esneh, 281, 420, 431-32

Essays (Rumford), 73

Eurocentrism, 96, 126, 157, 280-81, 307, 401,
411, 436, 474148, 478n27, 516n1

European Magazine and London Review, 384

Fables (Phaedrus), 25

fables, of La Fontaine, 143

Fantasmagoriana (story collection), 511n7

Fayyumic. See Bashmuric

The Fifih Plague of Egypt (Turner), 3-4, 16

Foreign Quarterly, 455

Fragments of Ancient Poelry, collected in the
Highlands of Scotland, and translated from the
Galic [sic] or Erse language (Macpherson),
17-19

France, 9, 285, 32431, 463n13, 484n34, 496n13,
503n5, 503n8. See also Bourbon Restoration;
French language

Franco-Tuscan expedition, 456-60

Frankenstein (Shelley), s1n7

French language, 28, 38, 67, 153, 187, 212. See also
France

French Revolution, 28, 186. See also France

Frontis-piss (Hogarth), 29-30, 30f

Gay’s Fables (Gay), 24

General History of Eastern Languages and Liter-
ature (Wahl), 302-3

“General Observations on the Hieroglyphs of
the Rosetta Inscription” (Champollion), 312

Gentleman’s Magazine, 103-6, 137

Geographical and Historical Essays on Egypt
(Champollion), 189

geography: and studies of Egypt, 151-52,
156-60, 179, 185-207; Uxellodunum and,
288-94

Georgics (Virgil), 464n13

Geschichte der Zeichnenden Kiinste von Ihrer
Wiederauflebung bis auf die Neuesten Zeiten
(Fiorillo), 471n21

Grammar (Champollion), 457

graphemes, 34, 264, 268, 315, 367

“Gratianopolis Acusianoru” (Hogenberg), 183

Greek language: about the Rosetta Stone and,
1, 99, 505n3; Akerblad and, 135-37, 150, 259,
479n53; and the Casati papyri, 360, 397;
Champollion and alphabetism and, 308-12,
316-19; Champollion-Figeac and, 181, 210;
Champollion’s background in, 5; and Cham-
pollion’s early work on Egyptian, 161, 191,
199-203, 206, 213-15, 218, 249, 502n32; and
Champollion’s later work, 360, 363-65, 368
69, 375-76, 380-82, 387-88, 420-21, 426, 432,
513n3; cultural attitudes toward, 18-20, 53-55,
67,147, 152, 464n18; de Sacy and, 129-30, 251,
479n34; and early work on the Rosetta Stone,
103-9, 113-20, 475nn17-18, 476n23, 476N26,
476143, 4921027, 493n39; Egyptian artifacts
and, 265-66; and the Herculaneum papyri,
83-89; Jones and, 468n46, 481n39; Letronne
and, 346, 432, 506n34, 514n20; and the Philae
obelisk, 344-46, 350-51; and reactions to
Champollion’s work, 400, 418, 446, 511n11;
and Young’s early work, 6, 57-61, 65-69,
227-60, 268, 273-77, 311, 490N26, 490Nn28,
490130, 492116, 500n12; and Young’s educa-
tion, 3, 25-27, 30, 36-41, 53-56; and Young’s
later work, 407-8, 420. See also Rosetta Stone

Greek people, 2-3, 10, 20-21, 143, 160, 171, 179,
244,384, 464118

Grey’s papyrus, 407-9

Gulliver’s Travel (Swift), 465n

Guy Mannering (Scott), 463n4

Hebrew: Akerblad and, 131-34; Champollion
and, 5, 142, 213-15, 294, 421; Coptic and,
156, 303; de Sacy and Quatremeére and, 127,
130, 156, 186; and early attempts to decipher
Egyptian, 130-34; reactions to Champollion’s
work and, 438-39, 442-44, 447; Young and,
26-31,35-38, 41, 87

Hebrew Bible, 26-27, 134

Henry VIII (Shakespeare), 39

Herculanensia (Drummond, Walpole), 84-92,
107, 473017, 473024, 489110, 517022

Herculaneum papyri, 82-96, 107-8, 228, 231,
472108, 473013, 473032, 489n9

Hereditary Monarchy and Constitutions
(Champollion-Figeac), 207

hic et nunc, 209-10

hieratic script: Akerblad and Zoéga and, 137,
515n10; Champollion’s changing views and,
360-69, 373-80, 390-94; Champollion’s
early work and, 169, 213, 308, 319-23, 333-40;
Champollion’s later work and, 400, 411, 418,
421, 425-29, 451, 502N30, 504n27, 47818;
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Young and, 268-72, 276-79, 424, 495033,
501n13. See also Rosetta Stone

Hieroglyphica (Horapollo), 229, 451

Hieroglyphics (Young), 411, 415-16, 440, §14n11

“Hieroglyphics” (Browne), 455

hieroglyphs: about the Rosetta Stone and, 99,
110-11, 115, 475n11; Barrow and Staunton and,
94-96, 399-401, 474n46; and Champollion’s
changing views, 360-62, 365-94, 510n25;
Champollion’s early work on, 163, 168, 204,
213, 308-23, 333-40, 502n17; and Champol-
lion’s later work, 418-26, 429-35, 458; and the
Dendera zodiac, 348-49, 356—59, 506n23; early
beliefs about, 1-2, 34-35, 68, 219, 264-67, 281,
302-3, 333-35, 46308, 477n11, 489n30; early
work on the, 119-29, 137-38, 177, 182, 477n5,
512n11, 518n54; Jomard and, 115, 26366, 335,
383, 49401, 494n16; Letronne and, 349-51,
432, 506n26, 506n34; and the Philae obelisk,
343-46, 349-51; and reactions to Champol-
lion’s work, 396-403, 407-14, 417-23, 436-55,
517026, 518n61; Warburton and, 34-35, 333,
467n36; Young’s early work and the, 225-29,
234, 239-43, 246-49, 255-58, 262-82, 495n38,
soonni2-13, 505n7, 506n36; Young’s formative
years and, 38, 41, 58, 83, 93; and Young’s later
work, 396, 407-9, 516n4; Zoéga and, 126, 335,
490n16. See also Rosetta Stone

Hier pour demain, 484n14

Histoire naturelle de la parole (Court de
Gébelin), 154

History of Legislation (Pastoret), 306

Hohenlinden (Campbell), 17

the Homeric Question, 15-21

Hundred Days, 219-20, 255, 324, 498n47

ideographic language: Champollion and, 316,
319, 368-74, 378-79, 388-94, 397, 424-27,
430, 508n14; de Sacy and Saint-Martin and,
349, 437-38, 512n11; reactions to Champol-
lion and, 400, 437-38, 444-45; Young and,
275, 420-21

the Iliad (Homer), 15, 27, 440

Illustrated London News, 43f

Inscriptio Rosettensis (Young), 227

Institut d’Egypte, 99, 109, 126, 141, 189, 207, 211,
219, 302, 332, 475117, 485n14

Introduction (Champollion), 161, 185, 190, 193,
196-99, 218, 486n29

Introduction a I'étude des médailles (Millin), 188

Introduction to Medical Literature (Blacks,
Underwood), 79
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Isis and Osiris (Plutarch), 516n11
Italian, 28, 38, 67, 212
Ivanhoe (Scott), 328

Jansenism, 127, 186-87. See also Christianity;
religion

Jean Cavalier (Sue), 327

Jews. See anti-Semitism

John, book of, 39. See also the Bible

Jomard, Edme-Francois: about Description and,
115, 269-70, 488118, 494n4; Champollion
and, 190, 195, 199, 332-35, 383, 413, 416, 5170255
Champollion-Figeac and, soon3, 508n6; and
French primary education, 295, 498n47; and
the Philae obelisk, 346-47; and the Rosetta
Stone, 308, 332-35, 495n23; scholarship by,
263-66, 281, 494116, 507n6; Young and, 410,
494111, 494nn1-2, 50513, 51207

Journal Asiatique, 393, 449, 511014

Journal de Débats, 391

Journal des Savans, 360, 408, 410, 507n1

Journal des Savanis, 375, 511n2

Journal of the Royal Institution of Great Britain,
74, 76

The Journée of 13 Vendémiaire, Year 4 (Monnet),
144f

Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland
(Johnson), 18

July Revolution of 1830, 514n1

Karnak, 274, 374-76, 379, 431, 506136
King Lear (Shakespeare), 39, 55
Kition, 131-34

LAn 2440 (Mercier), 296

“L’ancienne ville de Grenoble” (Boissart), 183

Language and Wisdom of the Indians (Schlegel),
146

L'antiquité expliquée (Montfaucon), 121

Latin: and Champollion’s education, 5, 147;
and Champollion’s work, 161-63, 166, 199,
202, 213, 423, 483nn19-21; cultural attitudes
toward and beliefs about, 20, 55, 468n46,
481n39; and reactions to Champollion’s
work, 439-40, 446; and the Rosetta Stone,
117-18, 439-40, 476n23; searching for Uxel-
lodunum and, 291-94; and Young’s early
education, 3, 24-26, 36-38, 56; and Young’s
work, 58, 65, 69, 234-35, 247, 251-56, 260,
270, 279. See also Romans

Latin Bible, 179

The Lay of the Last Minstrel (Scott), 14

Lectures (Young), 79

For general queries, contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

558 SUBJECT INDEX

L’Egypte sous les Pharaons (Champollion):
about, 6, 139-40, 148-52, 160-62, 186, 190,
207-8, 378, 483n22, 487n17; content of, 180—
82,199-206, 214, 218, 336, 486n21; criticism
of, 304-5; scholarly exchange and, 248-50,
254, 308; and the search for Uxellodunum,
289-91, 294; Young and, 492n14, 500n12

“Letter to Champollion the Younger” (Klaproth),
511n14

“Letter to “Z”” (Champollion), 447

Lettre a M. Chaptal (de Sacy), 127-28

Lettre a M. Dacier (Champollion): about the,
2, 8, 372-74, 422, 428, 510n24, 511n2, 513019,
s14n11; Egyptian writing and phonography
and the, 380, 384, 388-96, 513n3, 5151018,
516n7; reactions to the, 413-14, 418-19, 449;
Young and the, 275, 401, 513n9

Lettre sur Uinscription égyptienne de Rosetle
(Akerblad), 150

Liaisons dangereuses (Laclos), 488n2

The Life of Henri Brulard (Stendhal), 488n2,
503n12

Lingua aegyptiaca restituta (Kircher), 145, 477ns

Linnaean Society, 57

Literary Gazette, 281

Literature Copticae rudimentum (Valperga di
Caluso), 156

Lives of the Scottish Poets (Irving), 14

Lochiel’s Farewell (Grieve), 18

“Lochiel’s Warning” (Campbell), 17

logical signs, 366-70, 376-77

La logique, ou L'art de penser (Arnauld, Nicole),
153

logograms: Champollion and, 310, 370, 379,
402, 427; Chinese, 95-96, 402; Warburton
and, 32-34; Young and, 58-59, 96, 229,
239-40, 247, 258, 264, 272, 279. See also
sematograms

the Louvre, 117, 141, 172, 265, 456, 460, 514011

L’Universel (journal), 506n19

>

Magasin Encyclopédique, 109, 117-18, 136,
149-51, 172, 190, 476031, 477047, 484n1

Manuscrit trouvé a Saragosse (Potocki), 518n44

the Masoretes, 29, 444

mathematics, 27-28, 31, 37, 241-42, 464110

Medical Portrait Gallery (Young), 465n2

M¢émoires de I'Académie celtique, 176-77, 193,
484n20

Mémoires geographiques (Quatremere), 193

“Memoir on Light” (Young), 15

Memorandums (Young), 227, 230-31, 252

Memphitic, 163, 203, 300, 363, 431, 483114, 510N25

“Men as They Are” (Champollion), 284-85

metonymy, 34, 128, 293-94, 369, 429-31, 452,
505n31

Miscellaneous Works (Young), 491n9, 494n2,
508n6

Les Misérables (Hugo), 327

Mithridates (Adelung), 92, 155, 172, 179, 225-27

“Modern Geometry (meaning Algebra)”
(Ward), 27

Moniteur Universel (journal), 196-97, 459

monosyllabic language. See syllabic language

Monthly Review, 53,304, 307, 499133

Monuments of Egypt and Nubia (Champollion-
Figeac), 457

Moses, 32, 121, 305, 446-47

Mountnorris papyrus, §15n17

Musée Borgia, 149

Musée Charles X, 456

Musée de 'Ancien Evéché, 184

Musée des Arts et Métiers, 141

Musée des Monuments Francais, 175

Musée Napoleon, 477n46

Museum Criticum, 226, 235, 254-55, 259—60,
265-67, 279, 310-13, 369, 420, 440-41,
489n10, 491n8, 493147, 494n1, 495135, 508n6

Napoleonic Code, 503n5

National Library in Paris, 476n42

Néologie (Mercier), 211

New Researches on the Patois or Common Idioms
of France, and in particular on those of the
Department of Isére (Champollion-Figeac),
180

Newtonian System (Newberry), 25, 466n8

Nouveau dictionnaire portatif de la langue fran-
caise (Gattel), 212

Nouveaux éclaircissements sur la ville de Cularo,
aujourd’hui Grenoble (Champollion-Figeac),
180-81

Nouvelle relation en forme de journal d’un voyage
fait en Egypte (Wansleben), 148

Nouvelles Annales des Voyages de la Géographie
et de I’Histoire, 391-92, 511n6

Obeliscus Pamphilus (Kircher), 477ns

Observations on Several Points in the Geography
of Egypt (Quatremeére), 197

“An Ode to Count Rumford” (Wolcot), 77-78

the Odyssey (Homer), 15, 440

Oedipus Aegyptiacus (Kircher), 473n32, 477n5

Oedipus Judaicus (Drummond), 473n32

On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Hero in His-
tory (Carlyle), s09n4
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lages of Egypt (Akerblad), 189

“On the Egyptian obelisk of the isle of Philae”
(Champollion), 350

On the Gods (Drummond), 85

On the Nature of the Gods (Cicero), 85, 89

On the Origin and Use of the Obelisks (Zoéga), 126

Opercularia (Young), 57

Opticks (Newton), 36-37, 46, 63

optics, 42-52, 463010, 469n33-469n34,
469nn15-16

Opuscules archéologiques (Goulianoff), 439,
444, 449-52

Oratio Dominica (Chamberlayne), 93

Origin and Process of Language (Monboddo), 19

The Origin and Progress of Writing (Astle),
471011

Outlines of a Philosophy of History of Man
(Herder), 471n22

Oxford English Dictionary, 1

paleography, 86-87, 151, 178-79

Palmyrene, 124, 478n20

Panthéon égyptien (Young), 415-16

The Pathfinder (Cooper), 327

Peace of Amiens, 146

Le Pére Goriot (Balzac), 14243

Persian, 36-38, 41, 127, 142, 147, 155, 180, 186, 337

Philae obelisk, 343-52, 360, 376, 419, 427, 50518,
505n11, 505N013, 506N26, 506n28, 506N34

philology: about, 4, 15-16, 21, 146-47, 170-74,
177-79, 464n8, 465n31; Champollion and,
184, 204, 215, 378, 481n40; Champollion-
Figeac and, s, 170-71, 174, 181-82

Philosophical Journal, 74

Philosophical Transactions (journal), 27, 47-48,
478n20

Phoenician, 124-26, 131-35, 335, 438

phoneticism: about Champollion’s work and,
5-8, 509n5, 512116, 516n5; and the Casati pa-
pyrus, 361, 368; and Champollion’s changing
views, 359, 362, 365, 369-93; and Champol-
lion’s early work, 160-63, 180, 190, 199-201,
212-13, 219, 316, 337, 350—52; and Cham-
pollion’s later work, 418-34, 443, 515n18;
Chinese and, 94-95, 243-44, 429, 474046,
516n2; the early relationship between Cham-
pollion and Young and, 396-97; early work
on Egyptian scripts and, 34, 121-24, 128-29,
150, 267, 463n8, 489n30; and the Philae
obelisk, 349-52; and reactions to Cham-
pollion’s work, 391-93, 399-402, 409-10,
436-39, 442-45, 450-55, suni1; and Young’s
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early work, 68, 87-88, 228-30, 242-44, 247,
258,261, 272-79, 311, 350, 505n6; and Young’s
later work, 409-10, 436, 457, 51604

pictograms, 32-35, 96, 121

“Post-Royal Greek Grammar” (Arnauld,
Lancelot), 38

Précis du systeme hiéroglyphique des anciens
Egyptiens (Champollion), 373, 385-86,
410-11, 416-22, 425-26, 429-30, 434-41,
444-45, 449-54, 509120, 513019, 51517

“Preserving the Strength of the Human Body”
(Young), 61

primitive roots, 153-56, 163-67

Principes de grammaire générale (de Sacy), 438

Principia (Newton), 29, 36-37, 46

Principles of General Grammar (de Sacy), 128

Prodromus (Seyffarth), 441

Prodromus Aegypticus (Kircher), 477ns

Prolegomena ad Homerum (Wolf), 15, 171,
464n19, 465031

Prometheus Bound (Aeschylus), 85

“Prospectus for the Royal Institution” (Can-
ning, Frere), 75-76

Provincial Antiquities (Scott), 16

Ptolemaic Kingdom, 119

Quakerism, 3, 23-25, 29, 41, 59-60, 280, 411,
466n23. See also Christianity; religion

Quarterly Review, 86, 92-93, 399, 402-3,
418-22, 429, 432, 464113, 474148, 51219,
512nn15-16

Receuil d’antiquités égyptiennes, élrusques,
grecques, romaines et gauloises (Caylus), 122,
477012

Recherches (Letronne), 410, 514020

Reflections on the French Revolution (Burke),
39,53

religion: the Académie celtique and, 175-76;
Champollion and, 5, 147-48, 196-98, 203-7,
215, 382, 393, 414, 432, 458; Champollion-
Figeac and, 179-82; de Sacy and Quatremere
and, 127, 186-87, 245; Egyptian, 2-3, 10,
162-63, 198, 203-7, 264, 280-81, 367, 411,
436, 487141, 499n33; Egyptian artifacts and,
352-53, 382, 393, 414, 47513, 48515, 487141,
s16n1; Young and, 2-3, 23-25, 29-32, 41,
59-60, 280-81, 411, 496n46. See also Chris-
tianity; Quakerism

Restoration. See Bourbon Restoration; France

Revue Archéologique, 496118

Revue Encyclopédique, 353, 356, 360, 390-93, 51103

Revue Parisienne (Balzac), 327
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Rig Veda (sacred text), 482n78

Robinson Crusoe (Defoe), 25

Rob Roy (Scott), 463n4

Romans, 3, 10, 20, 96, 178-80, 244, 262,
286-92, 382-84. See also Latin

roots, 153—56, 163—-67, 185, 200-203, 206, 218,
229, 294, 300

“Rosetta Inscription. Oral Language” (Cham-
pollion), 363

Rosetta Stone: about the, 47503, 475011,
492127, 493139, 510n40; about the study of
the, 1-2; Akerblad and the, 134-38, 479n53;
Champollion’s early work and the, 162,
166-69, 190, 213-15, 308-23, 336, 351; Cham-
pollion’s later work and the, 376, 380, 385-87,
431, 434, 516n12; Champollion’s Paris scholar-
ship and the, 149-51; correspondence about
the, 245-62; discovery of and early work on
the, 99-120, 126, 129-31, 303, 47515, 476127,
476131, 476n43, 476NN23-24, 495n23; images
and reproductions of the, 104-7, 110-17;
Leitch and, 492n22, 493n38; and reactions
to Champollion’s work, 390, 445, 517n33;
Saint-Martin and the, 360, 507n4; Young and
the, 96, 120, 225-41, 245-79, 343, 420, 437,
490n28, 490n30, 492n22, 505nn7-8, 506n36.
See also demotic script; enchorial script;
Greek language; hieratic script; hieroglyphs

Royal College of Physicians, 469n26

Royal College of Surgeons, 79

Royal Council of Public Instruction. See Com-
mission of Public Instruction

Royal Geographic Society, 474n39

Royal Institution of Great Britain, 14, 72-79,
47218, 472n31

Royalism, 245, 484n34. See also Ultras

Royal Society of Edinburgh, 60

Royal Society of London: about the, 72-74,
108; Champollion and the, 214, 250, 308;
scholarship and the, 83-84, 94, 214, 469n26;
Young and the, 47, 57, 74, 108, 214, 494n2

Rudiments of an Egyptian Dictionary in the
Ancient Enchorial Character (Young), 457

Ruthwell Cross, 476n27

sacerdotal script. See hieratic script

Sahidic. See Theban

Samaritan, 28, 38

Sanskrit, 146-47, 155, 180, 468146, 481n39,
482n78, 483n11

Sartor Resartus (Carlyle), 509n4

Satires of Perseus, 84

School of Anatomy, 45

Scotland, 14-17, 21, 464n22

Scourge, or, Monthly Expositor of Imposture and
Folly, 476n29

sematograms, 33-34, 107, 120, 239, 376. See also
logograms

“The Shepherd and the Philosopher” (Gay),
24-25

sign groups, 316-19

Smithfield Market, 42—43, 468n1

Société asiatique de Paris, 332, 413, 417

Société de géographie, 332

Société des antiquaires de France, 484n20. See also
Académie celtique

Société des méthodes, 332

Société des sciences et arts, 173, 189

Society of Antiquaries, 14, 101-8, 214, 471n11,
475Nn20, 476n40, 490N20

Society of Arts and Sciences, 173, 189

Specimens of the Early English Poets (Ellis), 14

St. George’s Hospital, 79-81

Stromata (Clement), 121, 450, 505031, 518n49

Supplement, 226

syllabic language: Champollion and Egyptian
and, 213, 310, 316, 336-37, 365-79, 389-91,
400-403, 421-24, 427-31, 437, 509n9; Cham-
pollion and roots and, 153, 165-68, 200-202,
218, 229, 294-95, 483n22; Chinese and,
94-95, 242—44, 294, 378, 400-402, 429-30,
474n37, 474146, 516n2; Uxellodunum and,
293-94; Young and, 242-44, 273-79, 409,
419-21, 500N12, 512n13, 516N4

synecdoche, 34, 128, 369, 429-31, 452, 505031.
See also metonymy

A Synopsis of Practical Mathematics (Ewing), 27

Syriac, 28, 38, 99, 127, 131-34, 142, 156, 337, 438,
475135, 478n26

Tableau analytique de la grammaire générale ap-
pliquée aux langues savantes (Verdier), 187

Tableau analytique de la réligion des anciens
Egyptiens (Cointreau), 188

Tableau analytique des combinaisons & des
décompositions de différentes substances
(Brongniart), 187

Tableau analytique du cours de chymie (Chaptal),
187

tableaux analytiques, 187-96, 305

tachygraphy, 321-23, 328-29, 375, 503n19. See
also hieroglyphs

Thebaic, 253, 363, 388, 431

Theban, 163, 201, 249, 300, 303, 483014, 510n25

Thebes, 201, 312, 431

the Times, 103
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toponyms: about, 153, 160-61, 483n6; about the
Champollion brothers’ work on, 5, 140, 143,
161-62, 178, 182, 185, 195-203, 316, 484n36,
486n38, 487n10; the Champollion brothers
and Uxellodunum and, 287, 291; Quatremeére
and, 189-90, 195-98, 305, 487n41

Traité de la formation mécanique des langues
(de Brosses), 154

Traité de la légitimité, considérée comme base du
droit public de 'Europe chrétienne (Malte-Brun),
51108

Traité des signes pour Uinstruction des sourd-muets
(Sicard), 294-95

Travels (Clarke), 47506, 475n10

Travels in China (Barrow), 95-96, 474148,
514n22

Treatise on Consumptive Diseases (Young),
255, 259

Treatise on Possession (Savigny), 173

Treatise on the Origin of Language (Herder),
146

Treaty of Campo-Formio, 69

Treaty of Paris, 207

Turkish, 38, 127, 180, 186

Tutor’s Assistant (Walkinghame), 25

Two Dissertations (Sharpe), 35

Ubi Primum (Leo XII, Pope), 446
Ultras, 207, 283, 330, 352, 414, 484134, 503n8.
See also Bourbon Restoration; Royalism

SUBJECT INDEX 5§61

The Utility of Censorship and the Need
for Censors in the Authors’ Interest
(Champollion-Figeac), 207

Uxellodunum, 8, 288-94, 497n27, 497n39-497n40,
497nn34-35, 498145

Vanity Fair (Thackeray), 327

the Vatican, 147-49, 193, 456

Venice scholia, 464n14

“The Venus of Ille” (Mérimée), 285-87

Vetusta Monumenta, 106-15, 131f, 136f, 213-14,
230, 234-37, 249-50, 2571, 308, 315, 476127,
491n11. See also Rosetta Stone

vocal circle, 32, 61-67

Voyage dans la basse et le haute Egypte (Denon),
114, 203, 210, 225, 500N12

Voyage du jeune Anacharsis en Gréce (Barthélemy),
124

Vues des cordilléres, et monumens des peuples
indigenes de ’Amérique (Humboldt), 504n15

vulgar script. See demotic script; enchorial script

White Flag (publication), 393
Works (Burke), 47
Works and Days (Hesiod), 440

Young Book-Keeper’s Assistant (Dilworth), 27

zoomorphism, 3, 281, 411, 436, 487n41, 499n33.
See also religion
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