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Prologue

Ma li’s M a nsā  Sul ay m ā n could hardly have anticipated the conse-
quences. The mid-eighth/fourteenth-century Muslim ruler of what may 
have been the most extensive realm Africa has ever known had deposed 
and imprisoned his chief wife Qāsā, but developments following her re-
lease offer critical vistas into the unfolding of Malian society. Supported 
by a faction of royal women, Qāsā openly defied Sulaymān, daily riding 
before an entourage of servants to the very gates of the Malian council. 
Inquiry would uncover intrigue and the early stages of insurgency, with 
Qāsā mobilizing disaffected royals while guaranteeing the army’s support. 
Found in neither oral traditions nor external records, the episode is known 
only because Ibn Baṭṭūṭa happened to be in Mali at the time. A direct 
threat to Sulaymān’s authority, Qāsā’s rebellion was apparently put down, 
her ultimate fate unknown. Tantalizingly, Ibn Khaldūn records that with 
Sulaymān’s death in 761/1360, he was succeeded by a son . . . one Qāsā.

More than tangential, Qāsā’s rebellion is central to the history of early 
and medieval West Africa. The rise of Islam, the relationship of women to 
political power, the growth and influence of the domestically enslaved, and 
the invention and evolution of empire were all unfolding. In contrast to 
notions of an early Africa timeless and unchanging in its social and cultural 
categories and conventions, here was a western Savannah and Sahel that 
from the third/ninth through the tenth/sixteenth centuries witnessed 
political innovation as well as the evolution of such mutually constitutive 
categories as race, slavery, ethnicity, caste, and gendered notions of power. 
By the period’s end, these categories assume significations not unlike their 
more contemporary connotations.

As indigenous responses to Islam and the trans-Saharan slave trade, 
these developments serve not only as a corrective to a popularized African 
past, but also as commentary on interpretations of modernity concerned 
with the transformation of global markets. Specifically, arguments that the 
transatlantic slave trade resulted in novel productive capacities (including 
industrialization) and labor relations, in turn generating new hierarchies 
of class, race, and gender, are of particular relevance. Here is an opportu-
nity to observe the impact of parallel, anterior processes.

In pursuit of this anterior history, the present study mirrors as it un-
covers its unfolding, providing substantive analyses where the evidence 
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is sustaining. As such, successive chapters feature an approach to race 
informed by multiple rather than singular registers, with local, cultural 
signification in dialogue with translocal, discursive ideas. Caste—those 
endogamous groups with differentiated social and productive roles—is 
treated as processual and unsettled well into the medieval period, at which 
point begins a discussion of empire as well as gendered notions of power, 
threading throughout until empire forms the focus. Ethnicity also takes 
concrete shape, assuming juridical status in the effort to determine en-
slavement eligibility, and is commensurate with slavery’s expansion under 
imperial Songhay, for which an equation of reciprocating slaveholder-
enslaved interests substitutes for theorizations of proprietary, kinship, and 
social death.

All of these transformations were engaged with the apparatus of the 
state and its progression from the city-state to the empire. The transition 
consistently featured minimalist notions of governance replicated by suc-
cessive dynasties, providing a continuity of structure as a mechanism of 
legitimization. Replication had its limits, however, and would ultimately 
prove inadequate in addressing unforeseen challenges.

To be sure, many aspects of the West African past have little to do with 
empire, as the region is diverse and complex, with histories often escaping 
unifying narratives. But as variability is not the focus here, no apology is 
offered. The small state and the village each have a place at the table, as 
does empire.

The history of the early and medieval Savannah and Sahel was of a 
piece with kings and queens and rulers of the earth consolidating lands 
and resources. Empires expanded and contracted in response to the va-
garies of location, in tandem with combinations of creed and greed. The 
Chinese had long been in imperial formation, transitioning from the Yuan 
to the Ming dynasties in the eighth/fourteenth century, while Europe was 
nearing the end of internal transformations that would have global con-
sequences. Bridging the polarities of “Old” and “New” Worlds were the 
Mongols of the sixth/twelfth and seventh/thirteenth centuries (with the 
Golden Horde continuing to the tenth/sixteenth), part of whose vast ex-
pansion (and fracturing) included integration into states and societies all 
responding, one way or another, to the call of Islam. Ethnically, racially, 
and culturally myriad, a Muslim world whose political unity had long 
ended stretched from Iberia to China to Indonesia. Muslim innovation, 
largely responsible for linking European and Asian lands and all points in 
between, served as the conduit through which European medieval thought 
reconnected with that of ancient predecessors, and as the technological 
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basis for Europe’s “discovery” of Mesoamerican Aztecs and Andean Incas. 
The eighth/fourteenth century was therefore on the cusp of developments 
so far-reaching that within a few hundred years the collective human con-
dition would be dramatically (and perchance irrevocably) altered.

It was precisely at this moment that a handsome, precocious, ambi-
tious young ruler pondered the night sky in search of answers. Mansā 
Mūsā, Sulaymān’s predecessor, had decisions to make. At the head of 
Mali’s sprawling empire, he was aware of developments elsewhere. He 
knew of Berber success in engineering a kingdom that, beginning with the 
late fifth/eleventh century’s religious militancy of the Almoravids, reached 
from the fringes of West Africa through North Africa into Europe. He 
may have understood that feats alleged to have been accomplished by the 
seventh/thirteenth-century founder of the Malian empire, Sunjata, were 
partially informed by political upheaval to the northwest (al-Maghrib), 
reconfiguring commerce and travel through the Sahara. As trade with the 
northeast was also of considerable vintage, Mūsā would have known that 
the formerly servile Mamluks, just decades following Sunjata’s ascension, 
had wrested control of Egypt (Miṣr) from the Ayyubids (who ascended 
under Ṣalāḥ al-Dīn, or Saladin, in 569/1174), occupying the center of the 
Muslim world with the fall of Baghdad to the Mongols in 655/1258.

Whether in response to these developments, or as an expression of 
aspirations largely internal, Mali attempted to connect with the outside 
world, to touch that world directly, without the mediation of Saharan mid-
dlemen. Mali was itself in an expansive, transcontinental frame of mind.

The very claim that toward the beginning of the eighth/fourteenth cen-
tury Mansā Muḥammad b. Qū, grandson or great-grandson of Sunjata, 
prepared the launch of hundreds of vessels into the Atlantic world, inau-
gurating West Africa’s own large-scale seafaring venture into the deep, is 
indicative of the prevailing mood. The labor, material, and organization 
for the expedition, if it indeed took place, would have been enormous, sug-
gesting a level of ambition on a breathtaking scale, an attempt to reverse 
patterns of transregional engagement dominant since the Garamantes 
of Graeco-Roman antiquity, reinforced and intensified by their descen-
dants, the Berber and Tuareg. Organized and financed for the most part in 
North Africa, such trans-Saharan commerce resulted in accruing transre-
gional expertise and advantage. Even if entirely mythical, the account of 
Muḥammad b. Qū ‘s gambit reflects recognition of Mali’s landlocked sta-
tus, the unknown western sea beckoning resolution. Rather than accounts 
of new treasure and trading prospects, however, there returned reports 
of failure at sea and massive loss of life, followed by the disappearance 
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of Muḥammad b. Qū himself who, commanding a second fleet, is never 
heard from again.

The source attesting to Muḥammad b. Qū ‘s Atlantic project was none 
other than Mansā Mūsā, underscoring that its very “imagining” is far more 
critical to the question of the mansā’s state of mind than its verifiability; 
that he would tell such a story more than suggests a desire to transfigure 
his relationship to the wider world. Whatever his actual ambition, he 
would settle upon a course that had no parallel elsewhere, though in scope 
and scale hardly less ambitious than his predecessor’s purported western 
watery trajectory (and indeed quite consistent with it). For within twelve 
years of his coming to power, Mansā Mūsā would bring together the con-
siderable resources of the realm to make an unprecedented Pilgrimage to 
Egypt and Arabia, the known fonts of political and spiritual power, where 
he would make his case for the recognition of Mali as a peer. Traveling 
with a retinue of thousands across some 2,700 miles, its effect was nothing 
less than scintillating, leaving an impression in Europe as well as Egypt. 
If only brilliant theater, the voyage nonetheless became iconic, emblem-
atic of West Africa’s wealth and potential. In bringing Mali to the world, 
the mansā succeeded in elevating its global stature while attracting both 
greater commercial attention and cultural investment. It is Mali’s and, by 
extension, West Africa’s most illustrious moment.

In undertaking such an extraordinary venture, neither Mansā Mūsā’s 
precise objectives nor his plans to achieve them are transparent. Maybe 
he simply wanted to elevate Mali’s profile on the world stage, leveraging 
influence relative to North Africa by effecting closer relations with the cen-
tral Islamic lands. Or, he may have been in search of foreign assistance to 
maximize Mali’s potential, his over-the-top display of wealth designed to 
persuade needed expertise to relocate to West Africa. It is even conceiv-
able that, reaching the limits of the desert to the north and the forest and 
savannah to the south, he envisioned a transregional empire by which he 
could project power into North Africa itself.

For all of the splendor and sizzle of one of the world’s most famous 
pilgrimages, the fundamental dynamics of transregional commercial re-
lations would not change: financing and routes outside of West Africa 
remained under the control of trading partners, and this would only in-
tensify over the next several centuries, at the end of which West Africa 
(and the rest of the continent) would be subject to nations steeped in the 
knowledge of seafaring.

Furthermore, Mansā Mūsā’s Pilgrimage, in relation to subsequent 
events, may have taken place from twenty-five to 125 years too soon. He 
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would selectively borrow what he observed, initiating a series of cultural 
projects in Mali modeled after central Islamic features. However, as weap-
onry would later prove rather decisive in West Africa’s history, in that 
moment there were no profound differences between the Mamluks and 
the Malians, as both relied on archery, cavalry, and lances (though tac-
tics differed). Gunpowder weapons, a technological revolution, had yet 
to fully develop. As Mansā Mūsā possessed the resources to pay for such 
technology, their adoption might have better prepared the region for the 
challenges to come.

Songhay’s Askia al-ḥājj Muḥammad of Songhay would subsequently 
appropriate Mūsā’s vision of West Africa as an international peer among 
other great powers. But if he and his successors were aware of gunpow-
der weapons, there is no evidence they sought to acquire them. This is a 
puzzle, as firearms had been adopted by Sahelian neighbors farther east 
in Kanem-Bornu, their advantage over conventional implements perhaps 
far from apparent in the west.

The ninth/fifteenth-century shift in the political center of gravity from 
Mali to Songhay would usher in a new era of international relations, its 
dynamics characterized by intellectual vibrancy as well as social trans-
formation. Imperial Songhay represents a height of West African cultural 
efflorescence and political imagination, its success characterized by novel 
policies of political integration. Its pursuit of erudition is unprecedented 
in West Africa’s history, underscoring much that is distinctive about the 
realm. With its elite’s avid embrace of Islam, Songhay became better inte-
grated into the Muslim world, but it would not be afforded sufficient time 
to realize further advances.

What follows is both an account and a critique of West African empire 
and attendant social and cultural transformations, a tale of immense po-
tential undermined by regrettable decisions and the inflexibility of criti-
cal conventions. It is an analysis for which the aperture is widened to in-
clude multiple social registers, representing a history from both above and 
below, exploiting sources that ostensibly reflect the interests of the former, 
but which actually expose intimacies between polarities of advantage and 
disadvantage, revealing interdependencies of power and debility.

If Songhay represents the height of medieval West African statecraft, 
it was preceded by experimentation in imperial Mali, from which it bor-
rowed heavily. Polity in the early West African Savannah and Sahel often 
rested in the city-state, in the singular urban collection of communities 
usually connected to inter/intraregional commerce. This was certainly true 
of early Gao and Ghana (though the latter may have extended power over 
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satellite settlements and outposts). In contrast, the seventh/thirteenth-
century establishment of Mali in the full Savannah saw a projection of 
authority from the center to outlying areas, in many but not all instances 
culturally aligned with that center, having previously boasted a political 
independence of longue durée. A critical threshold was crossed when such 
states no longer simply paid tribute to the center, but assumed its politi-
cal identity and embraced a subordinate position within an emerging su-
perstructure. The evolving center would regulate not only relations with 
external powers, but also relations between what were now provinces, so 
that the rise of imperialism was an ordered process of horizontal link-
ages between distinct communities and vertical alignments among elites. 
Songhay would go beyond its predecessor in incorporating disparate and 
culturally dissimilar ethnic groups not only into the polity, but into the 
very fabric of the ruling family itself, knitting the empire together in a 
conscious strategy of political pluralism.

Directly connected to empire’s formulation in West Africa was the 
emergence of both Islam and domestic slavery, and it is impossible to un-
derstand imperial Mali and Songhay without appreciating the close if not 
inextricable relationship between these two forces. As Islam and empire 
became tightly intertwined, slavery became increasingly insinuated within 
both. In turn, religion and labor were highly gendered, and in ways deeply 
woven into the fabric of society and its collective consciousness.

Songhay’s rise and ensuing control of the middle Niger valley help to 
explain Mali’s decline, while epidemics and civil war precipitated exigency 
in Songhay, contributing to its ultimate demise. But if Songhay, with all 
of its achievements, yet fell short of its full potential, domestic slavery’s 
expansion may have been an important factor, as it destabilized subject 
societies and redirected their potential. Widespread latifundia and large 
armies are impressive, but their dependency on servile labor helped estab-
lish a pattern of exploitation that would only metastasize over time.

Journeying into such a storied and multifaceted past is necessarily 
undertaken through thoroughfares of human memory, now recorded 
on parchment, then orally stylized. Rather than their consideration in 
discrete and disaggregated form, the current study argues they are best 
understood when placed in mutual conversation, together with archaeo-
logical and epigraphic evidence where possible—in effect, a new archive. 
Such an approach best yields results when immersed in the dynamics of 
context, in which circumstances of production are extensively engaged. 
Great attention is therefore given to the personal, familial, cultural, and 
political dimensions of recalling the past.
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What can be stated at this early juncture is that critical components 
of collective testimony—the written and oral documentation—were con-
ceptually innovative and wholly unprecedented for period and place, rep-
resenting either the creation or adoption of memorative technologies in 
response to novel developments. Oral and written tableaux center very 
different principals to tell stories for entirely different audiences, and for 
radically different purposes. Their conjunctive examination reveals a pro-
cess as integral to the accounts as the characters and plots they feature. 
The result is a wholly new interpretation of West Africa’s early and medi-
eval history, facilitating its relocation from the periphery to the center of 
world history.
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Muḥammad Aqīt; Sankore mosque
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aqyāl kuray (“leaders of the whites”), 
232–33

Arab Spring, 369
Arabia, 4, 50, 54, 174, 177, 219
Arabo-Berbers, 86, 265, 268, 335, 364
Arabs, 54, 56, 111, 118, 122, 152, 155, 160, 

189, 233, 240, 263, 306, 331, 336, 338, 
369; ‘Adnānī and Qaḥṭānī, 24. See also 
Barābīsh Arabs

Arbi (problematic servile group), 209, 254, 
261, 307–8. See also slavery

Arbinda: juridically eligible for enslave-
ment, 304–6

archaeology, 13–18, 23, 31, 33–34, 38–39
archers, 5, 35, 82, 97, 112, 138, 146, 365
Arma (from rumā’, “musketeers,” indig-

enized occupiers originally from Mo-
rocco), 171–79, 358, 363–67

Armina (group): juridically eligible for en-
slavement, 304–6

Aryu bt. (“daughter of ”) Askia al-ḥājj 
Muḥammad (wife of Balma’a Muḥam-
mad Kiray), 297–98, 323

aṣḥāb (“officials”), 232–33
Ashar-mondio (either assistant to Tim-

buktu qāḍī or chief of police), 265
Asia, 16, 47, 49, 111
askia: anterior appearance of term, 227; 

transition in meaning, 245–46
Askia Baghna, 189, 208
Askia Dāwūd b. (“son of ”) Askia al-ḥājj 

Muḥammad (former fari-mondo and 
kanfāri), 246, 334–56, 366; and Askia 
Ismā’ īl, 328; and “book repositories,” 
335; burial, 353; campaigns of, 326, 
336–39; character of, 335; compari-
son with Askia al-ḥājj Muḥammad, 
353–54; customary visits to Timbuktu, 
266–67, 277; and eunuchs, 307; as kan-
fāri, 331; and maks in Jenne, 273–76; 
and Mali, 321, 337; and Qāḍī al-‘Āqib, 
351–53; and Risāla of Ibn Abī Zayd, 
335; and royal women, 339–40; and 
slavery’s reconsideration, 340–51; and 
“treasury depositories,” 335

Askia al-Ḥājj b. (“son of ”) Askia Dāwūd 
(former Korey-farma), 283, 335–36, 
356–58, 367; and demise of Qāḍī  al-
‘Āqib, 356–57; and Funduku Būbu 
Maryam of Masina, 356; illness of, 356; 

and mother Āmina Wāy Bardā, 301, 
356; and revolt of Kanfāri al-Hādī, 
356–59, 362

Askia al-ḥājj Muḥammad, 5; and birth of 
nephew Askia Muḥammad Bonkana 
Kirya, 321; burial place of, 361; and 
campaigns, 236–45, 326; and concubi-
nage, 300–311; and conspiracy against 
Sunni ‘Alī, 205–7; cosmopolitanism 
of, 218–20; demise of, 328–29; and 
“Dum,” 339; and dynasty’s beginning, 
222–24; and eunuchs, 307; and exile 
in Kangaga Island, 321–28; and “gifts” 
to ‘ulamā’, 302, 348; imperial structure 
under, 245–51; and Jenne, 188; and of-
fice of kanfāri, 131; and Kanfāri ‘Umar, 
336; as khalīfa of Abbasid sharīf, 328; 
Mande background of, 174, 258; and 
memorizing Qur’ān, 335; as Muḥam-
mad b. Abū Bakr al-Tūrudī, 228–29; 
parallels with Mansā Mūsā, 110, 230, 
232, 367; Pilgrimage of, 230–36, 
256–57, 371; pluralism policy of, 300–
311, 371; and prayers of Mōri Magha 
(Maghan) Kankoi, 319–20; and Qāḍī 
Maḥmūd, 229–30, 268–73; and Qāḍī 
‘Umar (Yindubughu village), 274; and 
restoration of Sankore, 224–25, 268–
69, 371; and special quarters for Mossi, 
338. See also Tondi-farma Muḥammad 
Ture

Askia Isḥāq b. (“son of ”) Askia Dāwūd 
(also Isḥāq II, or  Askia  Isḥāq 
Zughrānī), 278, 361–65; and battle 
with Balma’a Muḥammad al-Ṣadīq b. 
Dāwūd, 361–63; demise of, 365; as son 
of Fāṭima Buṣ Zughrānī, 301

Askia Isḥāq Bēr (or Isḥāq Kadibini, Isḥāq 
“the Black Stone”) b. (“son of ”) Askia 
al-ḥājj Muḥammad, 242–43, 329–33; 
demise of, 332–33, 336; and maks 
in Jenne, 273–76; and Mawlāy/
Mawlāya/Mawlā Abū ‘l-Abbas Aḥmad, 
331, 353; murderous ways of, 329–30

Askia Ismā’ īl b. (“son of ”) Askia al-ḥājj 
Muḥammad, 310–11, 326–29; Askia 
al-ḥājj Muḥammad’s investiture of, 
328; and betrayal of Askia Muḥammad 
Bonkana Kirya, 326–27; and drought 
and famine, 342; and flight from Askia 
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Askia Ismā’ īl b. (continued) Mūsā to 
Walata/Biru, 316–18; and rescue of 
Askia al-ḥājj Muḥammad from Kan-
gaga Island, 321, 328

Askia Muḥammad Bāni b. (“son of ”) Askia 
al-ḥājj Muḥammad, 245–46, 307, 358–
62, 367; demise and burial of, 361; as 
son of Amisi Kāra, 301; and succession 
from Askia al-Ḥājj b. Askia Dāwūd, 
358; and Timbuktu, 278

Askia Muḥammad Bonkana Kirya (or Mār 
Bonkan, former kanfāri) b. (“son of ”) 
Kanfāri ‘Umar, 248, 310, 318–31; de-
mise of, 330–31; exile of, 327–28; and 
Masina raid, 353; and mother Āmina 
Kiraw, 301, 322; as youth studying at 
Sankore, 322; and Timbuktu, 278

Askia Muḥammad Gao (last of imperial 
Songhay’s Askias and former balma’a), 
356–57, 363–67

Askia Mūsā b. (“son of ”) Askia al-ḥājj 
Muḥammad (former fari-mondio), 
316–20; alleged Pilgrimage of, 233, 247; 
and complaints about ‘Alī Fulan, 247, 
309–311; murderous ways of, 329–30; 
and opposition to Benga-farma Balla, 
309–311; as son of Zāra Kabirun-koi, 
301, 306; and Timbuktu, 277–78

Askia Nūḥ, 365–67
askia-alfa (aide), 287, 346–47
Askia-alfa Bukar al-Anbārī, 346–47
‘Askīyā’ (possible meaning), 226
askiyate, 247, 249, 310, 315–16, 320–22, 

329, 336, 360, 365
asku/askiw (“young male slave”), 227
astronomy, 284
Atakurma Diakité (eunuch), 362. See also 

eunuchs
Ataram, 338–39, 341, 360. See also Sura 

Bantanba
Atlantic Ocean, 1–4, 32, 45, 55–56, 77, 99–

104, 112, 126, 240–45, 332, 371
Atlantic voyage (Malian), 100–103, 111
Awdaghust, 7, 22, 32–37, 40, 44, 46, 113, 

125, 131–32, 217
Awgham, 33
Awlil, 7, 22, 32, 34, 37, 39–40, 95, 103, 223, 

366
al-Ayaman, 24, 43, 174
Ayan/Ayar, 221

Ayyubids, 3, 113
“Azanegues,” 152. See also Amazigh
Azawad (region), 15, 185, 188–91, 209, 369
Aztecs, 5

baab-ize (children of the same father), 301
Ba’aniyya (village), 221
bābali-farma (perhaps “minister of agri-

culture”), 248, 254
badal (person of extraordinary spirituality, 

a Sufi category), 195, 198, 283, 293
Baddibu, 72
Badr al-Dīn al-Halabī, 104–5, 113
Bafing River, 67
Baghana/Baghunu (province), 95, 127–31, 

137, 208, 223, 237–40, 244–46, 251, 307, 
318, 337–41, 360–62, 366

Baghana-fari (governor of Baghana prov-
ince), 130, 208, 237–40, 244–46, 251, 
307, 318, 360, 362

Baghana-fari Bukar, 360, 362–63
Baghana-fari Ma’ Qutu Kayta/Magha 

Kutu Keita, 239
Baghayoro (maraboutic clan), 91, 157
Baghdad, 3, 33, 40, 113
Baguirmi (southeast of Lake Chad), 340
Bakabūl (ruler of Gurma), 329
Bakhoy (or Semefe) River, 108
al-Bakrī, 23–25, 28–29, 31, 33–39, 44–46, 

52, 66–67, 94, 108, 126, 132, 234
Balandugu, 88
Balma-Dyinde (Timbuktu quarter), 

266–67
balma’a (military official at Kabara), 130–

31, 209, 231, 239–40, 246–48, 251, 259, 
265, 278, 297, 318–20, 323, 326, 329, 
339, 349, 359–63, 367

Balma’a Khālid b. (“son of ”) Askia al-ḥājj 
Muḥammad, 248, 339

Balma’a Maḥmūd b. (“son of ”) Askia 
Ismā’īl, 363

Balma’a Muḥammad (son of Askia 
Dāwūd’s sister Dalla), 339

Balma’a Muḥammad Dundumiya, 248
Balma’a Muḥammad Kiray (son of Sunni 

‘Alī’s sister), 231, 239–40, 246, 307, 318–
20, 323, 326, 329

Balma’a Muḥammad al-Ṣadīq b. (“son of ”) 
Dāwūd, 278, 359–63, 367

Bamako, 369
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Bambara/Bamana, 18, 44–45, 65, 68, 107, 
188, 338; as juridically eligible for en-
slavement, 304–6

bambī/banbī/bembe (royal dais), 64, 139
Bambuk (auriferous zone), 32, 34, 39, 75, 

95, 106–7, 223, 366
Bana-farma (responsible for paying sala-

ries), 319
Bana-farma Daku, 262
Bana-farma Isḥāq (son of Askia al-ḥājj 

Muḥammad), 319–20
Banb’w (province), 126
Bandiagara escarpment, 188, 191, 206, 223, 

245, 305–6, 338–39, 366
Bangu (territory), 130, 195. See also Benga
Bani (military leader in mountains), 337
Bani (region), 222, 251
Banī Asbah (market), 331
Bani River, 95, 127, 130, 137, 187, 222–23, 

242, 310, 339, 366
Bani-koi, 222, 251
baniya (slave), 226
Banjū (nonroyal wife of Mansā Sulaymān), 

148–51
Banū Gudala, division of Ṣanhāja, 36–37
Banū Ḥassān Arabs, 331
Banū Naghmārata, 32. See  also Jula; 

Maraka; Wangāra/Wankara
Baol, 151, 179
bar-koi (possibly related to commerce, cav-

alry, or horses), 231, 249
Bar-koi Bukar (“the Zughrānī”), 231; and 

brother Armayizzi, 231
Bara, 95, 129–30, 195, 209, 222–23, 248, 

298–99, 366
Bara River, 129, 208
Bara-koi (governor of Bara province), 129, 

222, 225, 232–33, 247–49, 258, 299, 
319, 360, 362

Bara-koi Amar, 360, 362
Bara-koi Mansā Kūra, 222, 225, 232–33, 

247
Bara-koi Mansā Mūsā, 299
Barābīsh Arabs, 336. See also Arabs
bārai-koi (“master of horses”), 360–61
baraka (communicable spiritual power), 

76, 110, 113, 122, 196, 206, 214, 217, 232, 
237–39, 266, 271, 279, 288–97, 322, 362

Barbūshi-mondio (tax collector in Tim-
buktu), 256, 265–67, 336

Baribu, 238, 305. See also Borgu
Barisa, 37, 39, 44
Basra, 28, 33
“Batimaussa/Batimansa,” 153
Bawaghuri (province), 126
Baybars, al-Ẓāhir, 88, 96
bayḍān (“white”), 32, 46, 48–50, 54, 56–57, 

281–82; as applied to the Fulbe, 188–
89. See also “race”

beads (glass), 16–17
Bendugu (province), 95, 127, 137, 223, 242–

44, 330, 339, 366
Benga (province), 130, 195, 208–9, 248, 

341. See also Bangu
Benga-farma (governor of Benga prov-

ince), 129–30, 208, 231, 248, 277–78, 
301, 308–9, 316–19, 324, 361–63

Benga-farma ‘Alī Kindānkangai, 231
Benga-farma ‘Alī Yamra/Yamara, 308–9
Benga-farma ‘Alī Yandi, 248
Benga-farma.Balla (son of Askia al-ḥājj 

Muḥammad), 248, 277–78, 308–9, 
316–19, 324; as buried alive, 319; and 
claim of ḥurma of books, 319

Benga-farma Ḥabīb Allāh, 248
Benga-farma Maḥmūd b. (“son of ”) Askia 

Ismā’īl, 361
Benga-farma Muḥammad Hayku b. (“son 

of ”) Faran ‘Abd Allāh b. Askia al-ḥājj 
Muḥammad, 363

Benga-farma Sulaymān Kangāga, 248
Bentiya, 21
Berbers, 3, 24; as slaves to “blacks,” 28–29, 

67; under Malian control, 127, 131; and 
the Zenata, 112. See also Kel Tamasheq; 
Tuareg

Berte (maraboutic clan), 157
Bida (snake), 38, 234
Big Dry (in West Africa), 14
big history, 13–14
bilād as-sūdān (“land of the blacks”), 

20, 28–29, 36, 43–57, 111, 127, 151–54, 
370–71

Bilāl b. Rabāḥ  (Companion of the 
Prophet), 70, 91. See also Bilali Bunama

Bilali Bunama (Sena Bilal), 70, 91. See also 
Bilāl b. Rabāḥ

Binta bt. (“daughter of ”) Askia Dāwūd 
(wife of a Maghsharan-koi), 297–98, 
318
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Bīr Falaku (pre-independent Songhay 
ruler), 180

Birkat al-Ḥabash (near Cairo), 114, 120, 155
Biskra/Biskara (in eastern Algeria), 7, 

122–23
Bitu/Bughu, 153
“blessed of God” (euphemism for enslave-

ment of children), 236, 348
boats. See pirogues; watercraft
Bobo (group), 82; as juridically eligible for 

enslavement, 304–6
book sales, 121, 263, 279–80, 287, 335
Borgu (province, south of Dendi), 190, 

238–39, 243, 247, 255, 337, 352; as ju-
ridically eligible for enslavement, 304–
6. See also Baribu

bori (cult), 203. See also ancestral religion; 
holey

Bornu. See Kanem-Bornu
Bozo (or Sorogo), 254
bronze, 17
Bukar b. (“son of ”) Askia Muḥammad 

Bonkana Kirya, 321, 356–57
Bukar Kirin-kirin (son of Askia al-ḥājj 

Muḥammad), 316, 318
Bukar Shīlī-ije. See Dendi-fari (and Hi-

koi) Bukar ‘Alī Dūdu b. ‘Alī Fulan
Bundu, 85, 240
Bure (auriferous zone), 38, 89, 95, 106–8, 

223, 366
Busa (group and town): as juridically eligi-

ble for enslavement, 304–6, 337
Busu-koi (ruler of Busa), 239
Buyu (area), 341
Bytra, 126
Byty/Bny, (Malian “capital”), 108, 126, 

134–35

Cadamosto, Alvise da, 103–4, 152–53
Cairo, 7, 22, 41, 100, 104–7, 111–24, 140–41, 

145, 148, 155, 159, 232–35, 245, 260, 277, 
289, 292–93

camels: as fighting force for Awdaghust, 
33, 35; as introduced into al-Maghrib, 
17; use in flight from Sunni ‘Alī, 194; 
use in Moroccan invasion, 364–67

canal: at Ra’s al-Mā’, 191, 210
Canary Current, 101–2
cannibalism, 45, 121, 163–64
Cantor/Kantora, 153

captifs de case, 341
caravans, 23, 28, 32, 135, 152, 159, 256; 

and headloading, 162; and Pilgrimage 
of Askia al-ḥājj Muḥammad, 234, 260; 
and Pilgrimage of Mansā Mūsā, 117–25

caste, 1–2, 88–91, 186, 338, 340–51, 353–54. 
See also mābī; nyamakala; servility; 
slavery; smiths

Castile, 112
Catalan Atlas, 159
Caucasians, 47
Cayor/Kajor, 151–53, 179
central Islamic lands, 4, 19, 24, 32, 41, 43, 

55, 63, 70, 99, 196, 378; Askia al-ḥājj 
Muḥammad in, 230–36, 260, 291–92; 
Mansā Mūsā in, 3–5, 100–124, 140–48, 
155, 159, 289; and Sākūra, 99

Chī (dynasty). See Sunni
China, 2, 12–13, 16–17, 53, 111–12
cire banniya (newly acquired slaves), 346–

47. See also horson
City of the Dead (Cairo), 114–15
city-state, 5–6
civilization, 50–57
climes, 22–23
coat of mail (dir min ḥadīd), 357, 360. See 

also quilted armor
“Commander of the Faithful” (amīr al-

mu’minīn), 25, 245, 311, 319
commerce: between Egypt and West Af-

rica, 23; and Hausaland, 268; in Mali, 
134–35; across Sahara, 3, 152–54, 220, 
237–38, 255–56, 277–78, 335–36, 370; 
and salt, 32; and scholar-entrepre-
neurs, 217–28; and Senegal valley, 
37–40

concubinage, 46, 159, 161, 189, 195, 211, 
239, 247, 249, 299–311, 323, 371. See 
also slavery

Congo River, 218
copper: ancient mines, 16; in Mali, 108–9, 

149; and Wagadu, 31
correspondence, 39–40, 113, 141–42, 171, 

200, 211, 230, 244, 261, 287, 303, 307, 
317, 331, 352, 362

Dagomba: as juridically eligible for en-
slavement, 304–6

Dakadiala/Dakajalan (town), 79, 85–86, 
135
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dāli, 201, 204
dali-ma-sigi (“quest”), 78, 91, 97
dalilu (“powers of sorcery”), 76
Dalla (sister of Askia Dāwūd), 339
Damagan-Farani, 95–96
Damagaran (area), 345
“Damdam,” 44–57, 67, 304. See also 

“Lamlam”
Damura (province), 126
Dan Mansā Wulan Tamba, 71–72
Dan Mansā Wulani, 71–72
Danagha (village), 221
Dankaran Tuman (son of Sassuma Berete, 

half-brother of Sunjata), 75–81, 180
dār al-Islām, 47, 268, 281
Dar Tichit, 7, 22, 31–32, 66, 86, 205
Dar’a (valley near Marrakesh), 331
Daw, 66–67, 71. See also Do (town); 

Sangara
Dendi (region), 21, 95, 173, 190, 201, 

209–10, 220–24, 244–45, 252, 337–44, 
365–66

Dendi-fari (governor of Dendi region), 
208, 210, 231, 248, 252, 278, 337

Dendi-fari Afumba, 189–90, 208, 221–24, 
231, 248

Dendi-fari (and former Hi-koi) Bukar ‘Alī 
Dūdu b. (“son of ”) ‘Alī Fulan (or Bukar 
Shīlī-ije), 246, 326, 330, 337, 358

Dendi-fari Mār Tumzu, 326–27
Dendi-fari Muḥammad Bonkana Sinbilu 

(son of ‘Alū Zalīl b. Kanfāri ‘Umar), 
336–37

Denyanke (dynasty in Futa Toro), 240–41
Le Devoir de Violence (“Bound to Vio-

lence”), 370–71. See also Ouologuem, 
Yambo

Dia/Diagha, 15–18, 86, 125–30, 135–37, 
156–58, 221–22, 225, 279, 288; “city of 
God,” 158. See also al-ḥājj Salīm Su-
wāre; Jakhanke

Diafunu, 85, 95, 126–27, 223, 366
Dialan-Tinfarin (towns), 237, 239, 251, 

255, 366
Diara, 95, 131, 176, 223, 240–45, 310, 366. 

See also Futa Kingui; Kaniaga
Diawambe (group), 330. See also Zughrānī
Diawara (clan), 228
al-Dībāj al-mudhahhab f ī a’yān ‘ulamā’ 

al-madhhab, 171 See also Ibn Farhūn

Dibikarala (in Mali), 337
al-Dimashqī, 39, 45, 49, 52
Dimba Dumbi al-Fulānī (leader in Ma-

sina), 237
din-tūr (“burning brand,” insignia of Askia 

dynasty), 236
al-Dīnawarī, 48
Dinga, 32, 39
Direi (town), 95, 185, 191, 195–96, 223, 366
Dirma, 95, 129–30, 208–9, 222–23, 225, 

248, 300, 329, 366
Dirma-koi, 129, 208, 222, 225, 251, 297, 

319
disease: infectious, 334; and leprosy, 156; 

and new environment introduced 
south of Sahara, 18; and trypanosomia-
sis, 150; veneral, 334

Djallonkés, 79, 82. See also Futa Jallon
Djarma, 28
Do (original “masters of the river”), 22
Do (town), 67. See also Daw; Sangara
Do-Kamissa, 71–76, 80, 298. See also koba; 

Sogolon Kedju
Dogon, 202, 303; as juridically eligible for 

enslavement, 304–6
Domògò Nyamògò Jata, 71–72
Dona Beatriz Kimpa Vita (of Kongo), 

298–99
donso karamoko (“master hunter”), 70, 84. 

See also hunter guilds; simbon
donson ton (hunter guilds), 70, 84, 93–100, 

111, 142. See also donson karamoko; 
hunter guilds; simbon

Douentza (town), 188, 223, 366
drought, 38, 67, 234, 327, 342, 357–58. See 

also famine
drum lords, 39, 250, 309, 357, 361
DuBois, Felix, 276–77
Dūghā “the interpreter,” 64, 139, 148, 160
“Dum” (mountain dwellers), 338–39, 343
Durar al-ḥisān f ī akhbār mulūk al-sūdān, 

359–60

earthen ablution, 35, 39, 139–40, 146–48, 
249–51, 337, 361

East Africans, 103, 111, 162–65, 210
Egypt, 3–5, 7, 11–13, 17, 22–23, 41–43, 49, 

54–55, 69, 106–26, 135, 138–41, 145–46, 
155, 159–61, 201–6, 218–19, 237, 277, 
284–86
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Elmina, 218, 332
empire: in West Africa, 1–2, 5–6; and 

omission of West Africa in world his-
tory, 12–13

epigraphy: and Gao, 24–27
Es-Souk/Essuk (“the market”).  See 

Tadmekka
Ethiopia, 50, 54, 121–22, 160. See also 

Ḥabasha
ethnicity, 1–2; and slavery, 303–6, 372–73
eunuchs, 21, 43, 249, 252, 303, 323–25, 

332, 341, 360–63; as cavalry, 307, 324–
25; as huku-kuri-koi in Songhay, 246, 
324. See also khādam maqtū’; slavery

Europe: Almoravid movement into, 3; and 
Canary Current, 101–2; captives from, 
47; and classical sources, 17; and “dis-
coveries” elsewhere, 3; and exports to 
West Africa, 255; and imperialism, 2, 
12, 56, 111–12, 306, 372; and impres-
sions of blacks, 54; and impressions 
of Mansā Mūsā, 4; and impressions of 
West Africa, 92, 111; medieval thought 
of, 2; and la mission civilisatrice, 163; 
and Morocco, 353; and racism, 56; and 
seafarers and travelers, 126, 151–54, 218; 
slaves from, 47; and Songhay conquest, 
364; and trade along African coasts, 144, 
315–16, 332–33

fadenya (relations between father and off-
spring), 77

Fadima Mūsā (son of and successor to 
Mārī Jāṭā b. (“son of ”) Mansā Maghā), 
150–51

fado (“governor”), 32
Fakoli Koroma (Koli Mūsā Sissoko, Su-

maoro’s nephew), 81–86, 89–96
Faleme, river and valley, 39, 67, 239–40, 

244
fama (“governor”), 86–87, 246, 248. See 

also faran; farba; fari; farma
fama of famas (as “emperor”), 87, 246
famine, 38, 187, 234, 327, 342, 355, 357–59, 

367. See also drought
fanfa (“chief of slaves,” pl. fanāf ī), 340–47
faqīh (pl. fuqahā’, jurists), 23, 41, 69, 104, 

108–10, 121, 139–40, 147–48, 155–56, 171, 
195–98, 202, 212–16, 232, 250, 259, 261, 
272–75, 281–89, 292–97, 327, 351

faran, 129, 131–32, 153, 208, 239, 241–42, 
307, 320–21, 331, 337, 363. See also 
fama; farba; fari

Faran ‘Abd Allāh, 320, 363
Faran-sūra (northern regional military 

commander), 131–32, 241–42
farāriyya (“emirs” in Mali, probably in-

cludes sons of subject rulers), 139–42, 
148–49, 161, 251. See also sons of vassal 
kings

Farāsa (mother of Dirma-koi Mānankā), 
297–98

farba, 113, 125, 129, 139, 158–164. See also 
fama; faran; fari; farma

Farba Ḥusayn, 125
Farba Mūsā, 129
Farba Sulaymān, 158, 160, 164
fari, 87, 129–31, 178, 189–90, 208–10, 

224–26, 230–31, 234–62, 265, 277–78, 
297–300, 307–10, 316–31, 334–39, 343, 
353–63, 366. See also fama; faran; 
farba; farma

Fari (village in Dendi), 201
fari-mondio (“chief of fields,” tax collector), 

129, 247, 254, 309, 327–30, 335–37, 343, 
355

Fari-mondio Sūma Kutubāki, 327–28, 330
farma, 87, 125, 129–31, 141, 190, 206–8, 

221–24, 231, 248–51, 254–56, 260–68, 
277–78, 297–301, 307–9, 316–20, 324, 
329, 335, 338, 347–49, 356, 359–63, 
367. See also fama; faran; farba; fari

“Farosangoli,” 153
Farwiyyūn, 31. See also Soninke
Fati (sister of Askia Muḥammad Bonkana 

Kirya, wife of Askia Ismā’īl), 322
Fātiḥa, 200
Fatimids, 115, 268–69
fatwā (pl. fatāwin, legal decision), 266, 

271, 285, 304
fay’ (spoils of war), 255
Fernandes, João, 152
Fernandes, Valentim, 153–54, 162
Fez, 7, 22, 112, 145–46, 208, 214–25, 281, 

283, 293, 304, 353, 363–64; and Suda-
nese students, 156–58

Fezzan (Fezzān, Qazān), 7, 22, 23, 28–29, 
43, 114, 123, 282, 290

fiefs (iqṭā’ā), 114, 161. See also agriculture; 
ḥarth; plantation
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al-Filālī al-Zubāyrī (official at Taghaza), 
352–53

Finā’ qadar al-abkār (“the door of destiny 
of the virgins”), 195

fiqh (Islamic jurisprudence), 155–56, 284, 
291

first-singers, 64
fisherfolk. in ancient Jenne-jeno, 17; Bozo, 

254; Do, 21–22; Somono, 210, 254; 
Sorko, 21–22

fitna (“time of troubles”), 205, 279, 315–33, 
342, 358–62

foli, 64
Fondoko Jājī Tumāne (Fulbe leader), 337
Fran Kamara (of Tabon), 76–79, 82, 86, 

89–90
French, 35, 66, 68, 171, 177, 370
Fūdiye al-faqīh Muḥammad Sānū al-Wan-

garī (Jenne), 202, 213, 289
Fulbe: and bayḍān, 189; and brigandry, 

353; as juridically excluded from en-
slavement, 304–6; in Mali, 128; in 
Middle Niger, 301; and movement out 
of Sahara, 16; as part of Kurtey, 211; as 
pastoralists, 18; in Senegal valley, 37, 
220; in Songhay, 211–12, 220; and Son-
inke, 31; and Wārjābī, 36–38; of Was-
sulu, 87. See also Hal Pulaaren

Funduku Būbu Maryam (of Masina), 
356–57

fuqahā’ ( jurists, s. faqīh), 139, 156–58, 196, 
214, 287

al-Fusṭāṭ (south of Cairo), 114
Futa Jallon, 79, 240. See also Djallonkés
Futa Kingui, 85, 131, 240–45, 255, 310, 341. 

See also Diara; Kaniaga
Futa Toro, 126, 176, 228, 240
futurifu (horn for Air), 321
Fututi (village), 205

gabtanda (type of drum), 321
Gadei, 23
Gajaga. See Guidimakha
Galen, 52
Gambia (river and valley), 7, 22, 71–72, 

85–86, 95, 103, 123–28, 142, 151–53, 165, 
179, 223, 240, 366, 371

Gao Zakaria, 233
Gao-Kukiya, 308–11, 320, 327, 331, 335–36, 

339–54, 363; and Almoravids, 26–27, 

38; as ancient urban complex, 17–18, 
277; and booty from Mali under Askia 
Dāwūd, 338; as city-state, 5–6, 19–27; 
and civil war, 360–63; contemporary, 
369–72; as described by Leo Africanus, 
249, 255–56; and end of Zuwā/Juwā/
Jā’ dynasty, 181–82; and eunuchs, 307; 
and Gao Ancien (Old Gao), 23; and 
Gao-Saney (Gao-Sané, Sarnāh), 23, 
26; and imperial Mali, 123–26, 179–80; 
and independence from Mali, 212; and 
Kanfāri Muḥammad Bonkana b. Askia 
Dāwūd, 355–56; khaṭīb of, 335; and 
military garrison under the Sunnis, 
251–52; and Mori Koyra, 258–63; as 
origin of the Gow or Gaw, 21–22; pop-
ulation estimate of, 220; as recognized 
by the Genoese, 152; and relations with 
Timbuktu under the Askias, 258–311; 
and relations with Timbuktu under 
the Sunnis, 229–30; ruler-lists of, 24, 
24n29; and  Sākūra, 99, 123–24; and 
shift in power under Askia Muḥammad 
Bonkana Kirya, 322

Garamantes (presumably early representa-
tion of Tuareg), 3, 17

Gelwaar, 85
gender: in early Mali, 63; and labor, 6; and 

political and spiritual power of women, 
1–2, 71–91, 298; and race and slavery, 
43–51

Genoese, 112, 151–54
Ghadames, 28, 122–23, 277
Ghana: and Almoravids, 36–42; and Aw-

daghust, 32–37, 40, 44; as city-state, 
5–6; and connections to Mali and 
Songhay, 212, 259; gold in, 31, 39, 44; 
government in, 33–36; and length of 
existence, 41–42; as Malian province, 
87, 126; and periods of reform, 19–20, 
26–27; slavery in, 44; and Soninke, 
220; and title of ruler, 31. See also Kaya-
magha (Kayama’a); Wagadu

gharāma (extralegal levy), 136, 261, 267–
68. See also taxation

Ghat, 7, 22, 114, 123. See also Fezzan
Gobir, 243, 247, 251; juridically excluded 

from enslavement, 304–6
gold: Akan fields of, 237; and Bambuk, 32, 

34, 39, 75, 95, 106–7, 223, 366; 
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gold (continued) as bracelets confiscated 
from Songhay soldiers by Moroccans, 
365; and Bure, 38, 89, 95, 106–8, 223, 
366; and Ghana, 31, 39, 44; and Mali, 
107–9, 121–22, 142, 149, 162; as a “plant,” 
121–22, 370; and Songhay, 231, 234

Golden Horde, 4. See also Mongols
Gomes, Diogo, 153–54
Gomes Eannes de Zurara, 152
Grand Council (Mali), 87, 94, 96–97, 139–

41, 149
Grenada, 48, 112, 364
gnawa/zanāwa, 55
griots, 61–91, 164, 172–73, 228, 250, 284, 

317, 322, 328, 338. See also jeli; oral 
sources

Guidimakha (Gajaga), 16
gulām (slave), 359. See also slavery
Gulf of Mexico, 102
Gundam (town), 341
“Gunimenssa,” 152
gunpowder weapons, 7
Gurma (between Gao and Timbuktu), 191, 

206–7
Gurma (or Gurmanche, a group): juridi-

cally eligible for enslavement, 304–6
Gurma (right side of Niger River), 95, 191, 

206–7, 223, 325, 329, 339, 341, 363, 
365, 366

gūro (kola nut), 340–41

Ḥabasha, 29, 48–53
Ḥabīb b. (“son of ”) Abī ‘Ubayda al-Fihrī, 45
Ḥaddu b. (“son of ”) Yūsuf (Moroccan offi-

cial), 259
ḥadīth (traditions of the Prophet), 283–84
Hafsids, 112
al-Hajar (in Bandiagara escarpment), 338, 

362. See also Bandiagara escarpment
ḥajj, 4, 53, 69–70, 78, 88, 91, 96–101, 104–

23, 131–33, 136–45, 155–62, 176, 180–81, 
198, 205–6, 214–18, 220, 225, 230–36, 
247, 250–62, 271, 277, 281, 290–92, 311, 
318, 340, 348, 356, 371

al-Hajj (prominent Timbuktu family), 195, 
198, 216, 283. See also al-Qāḍī al-Ḥājj

al-ḥājj Aḥmad b. (“son of ”) ‘Umar b. 
Muḥammad Aqīt (faqīh), 194, 205–6, 
225, 235, 290–94, 327, 332

al-ḥājj Salīm Suwāre, 157–58

al-ḥājj ‘Umar, 240
al-Ḥājj Yūnus, 99, 106
Hal Pulaaren, 37, 189, 220. See also Fulbe
Ḥām b. Nūḥ, 48–55, 70. See also Hamitic 

curse
Hamana and Dioma (branches of Keita 

clan), 151
al-Hamdānī, 31
Hamdullahi (in Masina), 178
Hamitic curse, 47–57. See also Ḥām b. Nūḥ
Hari-farma (“chief of water”), 248
Hari-farma ‘Abd Allāh, 261–62, 329
ḥarth, 340–51. See also agriculture; fiefs; 

plantation
Hārūn Fāta Ṭuru/Fati Tura-jie (son of 

Askia Dāwūd and Fāta Ṭuru/Fati 
Tura), 339

ḥaṣal-farma (unspecified responsibilities), 
362

Ḥaṣal-farma ‘Alū w. (“offspring/descen-
dant of ”) Sabīl, 362

al-Ḥasan b. (“son of ”) Muḥammad al-
Wazzān al-Zayyātī. See Leo Africanus

Hausa slave, 348–49
Hausa women rulers, 298
Hausaland, 190, 220, 232, 237–39, 242–45, 

247, 255, 268, 310, 336–37
Hāwa Da-koi (mother of Hombori-koi 

Mansa), 297–98
Hawki (village south of Timbuktu), 205–6
Hebrews, 49, 54, 207. See also Jews
Henry the Navigator (Dom Henrique), 152
Herodotus, 48
hi-koi (military official overseeing the sun-

ni’s river fleet), 208, 210, 252
Hi-koi ‘Alī Dādu, 246, 336–37
Hi-koi Bukar, 190
Hi-koi Mūsā, 336, 339
Hi-koi Ya’ti, 190
ḥijāb, 328
Ḥijāz, 7, 41, 65, 97, 113, 118, 122, 155, 234
Ḥikam (of Ibn ‘Aṭā’ Allāh al-Iskandarī), 

284
Hodh, 7, 22, 31, 95, 131, 188, 223, 241. See 

also Suradugu
holey (cult), 203. See also ancestral reli-

gion; bori
Hombori (region south of Niger buckle), 

191, 206, 223, 297–98, 306, 330, 360, 
362, 366
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Hombori-koi (governor of Hombori), 330
Hombori-koi Mansa, 360, 362
Homer, 48
horon (freeborn), 88
horses, 21, 39, 71, 82, 85, 105–7, 112, 115, 

121, 132, 138–39, 149, 152, 187, 204–5, 
209, 241, 249, 251–52, 309–10, 315–16, 
321, 328, 331, 337, 339, 344–49, 357–64

horson (category of domestic slaves), 346–
47. See also cire banniya

huku-kuri-koi (“master of the palace in-
terior”), 233, 240, 246–48, 257, 307–9, 
318, 324, 337–39, 343, 349, 360–61. See 
also wazīr

Huku-kuri-koi ‘Alī Fulan, 233, 239–40, 
246–47, 251, 260, 277, 307–11, 317–18, 
324; as a eunuch, 307–10

Huku-kuri-koi Kamkuli, 337–38
Huku-kuri-koi Yāsī, 339, 343, 349
hunter guilds, 21, 63, 65–81, 84, 91, 94, 97, 

100, 138. See also donso karamoko; 
donson ton; simbon

ḥurma (sacred protection), 229, 234, 317–
19, 324, 335, 356, 362

‘Ibāḍī, 25–28, 33, 157–58, 204, 217. See also 
Kharījī

Ibn Amīr Ḥājib, 107, 119, 159
Ibn Baṭṭūṭa: as eyewitness in West Africa, 

19; and lodging in “white” quarter, 155; 
in Mali, 64, 115, 120–21, 125, 129, 135–
42, 144–51, 155–58; and Mema, 120; 
and Mombasa, 162–64; and slaving in 
Bornu, 43

Ibn al-Dawādārī, 106–7, 113, 117–19, 146
Ibn al-Faqīh, 23
Ibn Farhūn, 171. See also al-Dībāj al-mud-

hahhab f ī a’yān ‘ulamā’ al-madhhab
Ibn Ḥajar, 113, 117–20, 123, 145
Ibn Ḥawqal, 23, 32–33, 46
Ibn al-Jawzī, 158, 164. See also Kitāb 

al-mudhish
Ibn Kathīr, 100, 104–7, 113, 116, 127
Ibn Khaldūn, 1, 41, 44–45, 50–54, 66–69, 

77, 86, 92–107, 113–26, 134–35, 138, 
145–46, 150–51, 162, 174, 305

Ibn al-Mukhtār, 92, 171, 175–76, 261, 347. 
See also Ta’rīkh al-fattāsh

Ibn Qutayba, 28–29, 48. See also Kitāb al-
ma’ārif; Wahb b. Munabbih

Ibn Sa’īd, 28, 44–45, 68, 102
Ibn al-Shaykh al-Laban, 105
Ibrāhīm b. (“son of ”) Abī Bakr b. al-

Qāḍī al-Ḥājj (faqīh), 195–96, 198
Ibrāhīm al-Maqdisī (Shāfi’ī scholar), 290
‘Īd al-Aḍḥā (honoring Ibrāhīm’s willing-

ness to sacrifice Ismā’ īl, and marking 
end of the ḥajj), 141, 158, 293, 310

‘Īd al-Fiṭr (celebration of Ramaḍān’s end), 
141, 158, 201, 299, 328

al-Idrisī, 21, 27, 37–40, 44–45, 50, 53, 67, 
71, 103

Ifriqiya (Ifrīqiya), 23, 29, 45, 112, 135, 147
ijāza (pl. ijāzāt, license to teach), 285–86, 

291
ijmā’ (scholarly consensus), 271
ijtiḥād ( juristic reasoning), 351
imām (leader of mosque), 34, 119, 156, 171–

72, 189, 214–16, 235, 259, 266, 271–72, 
281–96, 302, 329, 341, 346

Imām Abū ‘Abd Allāh Anda ag-Muḥam-
mad (of Sankore mosque), 296

Imām Aḥmad (of Jingereber mosque, fa-
ther of Nānā Bēr), 281–82

Imām Aḥmad b. (“son of ”) Imām Ṣiddīq 
b. Muḥammad Tagalī (of Jingereber 
mosque), 282

Imām al-faqīh Gidado al-Fulānī (of Jin-
gereber mosque), 282

Imām Kātib Mūsā (of Jingereber mosque, 
faqīh of Mali), 156, 214, 281

Imām Sayyid ‘Alī al-Jazūlī (of Jingereber 
mosque), 282

Imām Sayyid al-faqīh Ibrāhīm al-Zalaf ī 
(of Jingereber mosque), 281

Imām Sayyid Manṣūr al-Fazzānī (of Jin-
gereber mosque), 281, 286

Imām  Ṣiddīq b. (“son of ”) Muḥammad 
Tagalī (of Jingereber mosque), 259, 282

Imām Sīdī ‘Abd Allāh al-Balbālī (of Jinger-
eber mosque, grandfather of al-Sa’dī), 
189, 197, 281, 296, 302; as Sayyid, 286

Imām Sīdī Abū ‘l-Qāsim al-Tuwātī (of Jin-
gereber mosque), 281–82, 286, 293–94, 
352

Imām ‘Uthmān b. (“son of ”) al-Ḥasan 
b. al-ḥājj  al-Tishītī (of Jingereber 
mosque), 282

Inari Konte, 113, 126, 162, 339–40
Incas, 3, 12
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Indāsan-koi (presumably leader of Tuareg 
community near Timbuktu), 338

India, 11–13
Indian Ocean, 55, 103, 111
Inland Delta (Niger), 137, 186–87, 212, 237, 

258–60, 263, 273
iron: and Djallonkés, 79, 82; and early 

West African production, 16; and Iron 
Age, 13–16; and Wagadu, 31. See also 
numu; smiths

Irya (region), 341
‘Īsā b. Mazīd, 33
Islam: in Awdaghust, 33; and female 

spirituality, 295–98; in Ghana, 34–35, 
42–44; and Islamic sciences, 280–98; 
as linked to Malian statecraft, 154–58; 
and reformist activity, 3, 19–20, 24–27, 
33, 36–41, 44, 245; and slavery, 8

Ismā’īl b. (“son of ”) Maḥmūd Ka’ti (qāḍī of 
Tendirma), 176, 262

isnād (pl. asānīd), 285–90. See also silsila
al-Iṣṭakhrī, 28, 46, 50
Īwālātan. See Walata/Biru
Iyad ag Ghali, 369–72

Jabate-Gberela, 65, 68. See also griots; jeli
Jakhanke, 157, 301, 322
Jalāl al-Dīn ‘Abd al-Raḥmān b. (“son of ”) 

Abī Bakr ‘al-Suyūṭī (noted Egyptian 
scholar), 204, 206, 235, 241, 277, 286

jamana (townships), 87. See also kafu
al-Jāmi’ as-saghīr (of al-Suyūṭī), 204
“Jangaja,” (name of a planation), 341, 346. 

See also plantation
Jango Mūsā Sagansāru (servant of Askia 

Dāwūd), 344–51, 353–54
Janissaries, 324
janjon (highest praise song), 64, 83
jāriya (enslaved female, pl. jawārī/

jawārīn), 43, 160–61, 300, 359. See also 
slavery

Jata (niece of Yānū, of Anganda and Bu-
dara), 298–99, 302

Jāṭil (or Konkodugu Kamissa, Mansā Su-
laymān’s first cousin and pretender), 
149–51

jazīrat al-tibr (“island of gold”), 39
Jedeba, 79
jeli (pl. jeliw, griots), 61–66, 92, 139, 228. 

See also oral sources

jeli ngaraw (master griots), 65–66. See also 
griots

Jenne: and Mali, 125, 127, 136–38, 325; as 
described by Leo Africanus, 255–56; 
as part of Songhay, 242; population 
estimate of, 220; as recognized by the 
Genoese and Portuguese, 152–54; and 
relation to Jenne-jeno, 18; and rela-
tions with Gao under the Askias, 263–
76, 329, 351–53; and al-Sa’dī, 171–72; 
as source of foodstuffs for Timbuktu, 
17; and “Sudanese” scholars, 213–15, 
279; and Sunni ‘Alī, 187–88, 205; and 
support of Sunni Abū Bakr Dā’u/Bāru, 
225

Jenne’s Great Mosque, 188, 274–76
Jenne-jeno, 15–18
Jenne-koi (city’s political leader), 129, 136, 

188, 208, 222, 249–51, 265, 275, 297
Jenne-koi Waybu’alī, 265
Jenne-mondio (tax collector), 256, 265, 

338
Jenne-mondio al-Amīn, 338
Jenne-mondio Bukarna, 265
jèsérè (pl. geseru, griots), 228, 250, 259–60
Jews, 44, 56, 177, 226, 260, 262, 321
jihād, 19, 44, 107, 163, 174, 229–30, 236, 

242, 260, 325, 369
Jingereber mosque (“Great Mosque,” con-

gregational), 124, 156–58, 172, 189, 208, 
259, 267, 273, 281–89, 293–94, 351–52; 
imāms, 281–82

Jinjo (town), 191, 213, 223, 259, 282, 319, 
366

jinn (disembodied spirits of fire), 70, 77, 
81, 84, 203, 226–29, 234, 341

jins (“race”), 52
al-Jirārī, 304–6
jizya, 41. See also taxation
Jolofmansa, 85
jomba (royal slaves), 87, 93, 95, 332. See 

also jon; slavery
jon (slaves), 88, 140. See also jomba; 

slavery
Jufra, 7, 22, 123
Jula, 32, 38, 79, 142–44, 154, 157–58, 162, 

165, 181, 212–13, 262. See also Maraka; 
Wangāra/Wankara

jullab (slave traders), 43
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Kabara (near Timbuktu), 124–26, 130–31, 
135, 182, 189, 191, 195, 209, 239, 248–
49, 251–52, 259, 261, 265–68, 307, 
318–19, 347–49, 359–60, 367; as focus 
of Mansā Mūsā’s indigenization policy, 
156–58

Kabara-farma (port official), 131, 265–68, 
307, 347–49, 359–60, 367

Kabara-farma ‘Alū, 347, 349, 359–60, 367
Kabora (or Kābara), 126, 135, 156–58, 213–

14, 259, 294
Kabu, 85
kafi (plague), 327, 332, 353
kafu (townships), 86–87, 162. See also 

jamana
kāhiya (lieutenant, pl. kawāhin), 363–64
Kāhiya Bā-Ḥasan Firīr “the Former Infi-

del” (al-‘iljī), 364
kakaki (large trumpets), 237
Kala (province), 127, 130, 137, 222–23, 239, 

258, 296, 325, 328, 339, 360, 362–63, 
366

Kala-shā’ (governor of Kala province), 130, 
137, 325–26, 360–62

Kala-shā’ Bukar, 360, 362
Kala-shā’ Dankulku (former “Lord of the 

Route”), 325–26
Kalisi-farma (related to gold), 248
Kalisi-farma Sulaymān Kindankaria (or 

Sulaymān Kundi Kurya), 248, 261–62
Kama-Bolon/Kamabolon/Amambolon, 65, 

145
Kamanjan (of Sibi), 77–78, 82, 86, 95–97
Kamaras (Camaras), 76–94, 125
Kamsa Mīman-koi (mother of Kanfāri 

‘Uthmān Yawbābo), 301–2, 317, 324
Kan’ān b. (“son of ”) Ḥām, 29, 48–49. See 

also Hamitic curse; Kūsh b. Ḥām
Kanatu (site for banished or imprisoned 

royals), 356, 358, 362
Kanem-Bornu, 5, 7, 21, 28–29, 43, 108, 132, 

234, 243; as juridically excluded from 
enslavement, 304–6

kanfāri (governor of western half of impe-
rial Songhay), 131, 178, 190, 208, 225–
42, 246–51, 255–65, 277–78, 297–99, 
308–10, 316–31, 334–39, 343, 353–63, 
380

Kanfāri ‘Alī Kusira/Kusili (former bal-
ma’a), 248, 261–62, 329–31

Kanfāri al-Hādī b. (“son of ”) Askia 
Dāwūd, 356–59, 362

Kanfāri Hammād (son of Aryu bt. Askia 
al-ḥājj Muḥammad and Balma’a 
Muḥammad Kiray), 297, 323, 328–29

Kanfāri Kashiya (son of Kanfāri ‘Uthmān 
Tinfarin), 336

Kanfāri Muḥammad Bonkana b. (“son 
of ”) Askia Dāwūd (former Fari-mon-
dio), 334–35, 337, 339, 343, 353; as im-
prisoned in Kanatu, 355–56, 358–59, 
362

Kanfāri Ṣāliḥ, 357, 360
Kanfāri ‘Umar Kumjāgu (brother of Askia 

al-ḥājj Muḥammad), 178, 225, 230–31, 
234, 237, 239, 241–42, 246–47, 251–52, 
260, 278, 299, 308–10, 319–26, 334–37; 
and birth of son Askia Muḥammad 
Bonkana Kirya, 321

Kanfāri ‘Uthmān Tinfarin b. (“son of ”) 
Kanfāri ‘Umar Kumjāgu, 248, 320–22, 
327–30, 336; killed by “lone Zughrānī,” 
330; and mother Tāti Za’ankoi, 301, 
322

Kanfāri ‘Uthmān Yawbābo (son of Askia 
al-ḥājj Muḥammad), 310–11, 316–19, 
324

Kanfāri Yaḥyā, 247–48, 259, 308–11, 316
Kanfāri Ya’qūb, 248, 363
Kangaba, 65–66, 73, 86, 96, 108
Kangaga Island (site for banished or im-

prisoned royals), 248, 321, 327–28, 356
Kaniaga, 67, 73, 95, 131, 176, 212, 223, 228, 

240–45, 255, 310, 341, 366. See also 
Diara; Futa Kingui

Kaniaga-faran (possibly “sultan of Diara”), 
242

Kankigne, Battle of, 83–84
Kankoi (place or office), 190
Kanta, 190, 210, 239, 325–26. See also 

Kebbi
Kanta Kuta (ruler of Leka), 243, 248, 336
Kante, 68, 81, 89, 90, 177
Kano, 7, 95, 206, 223, 243, 293, 318, 366; 

as juridically excluded from enslave-
ment, 304–6

Kano Chronicle, 243
Kantora, 85, 153
Kanuri, 28. See also Zaghāwa/Zaghawā
Kara/Kala (province), 258, 263
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Kara/Kala (possibly Kura)-koi (possibly 
different office from Kala-shā’), 222, 
251, 258

Kara/Kala (possibly Kura)-koi Bukar (father 
of Askia al-ḥājj Muḥammad’s mother 
Kasay), 258

Karai Gurma (right bank of Niger), 341
Karai Hauṣa (left bank of Niger), 341
Karakoro River, 15–16, 95, 223
karāmāt (miracles), 290–91, 293–94
karamoko (religious title), 259
Karta, 85–86, 240
Kasay (or Kāsay, mother of Askia al-ḥājj 

Muḥammad), 198–99, 207, 226–29, 
258, 296

Kāssa bt. (“daughter of ”) Askia Dāwūd, 
297–98

Ka’ti (family), and possible Jewish ances-
try, 177. See also Jews

Katsina, 7, 239, 243, 293, 337, 366; as ju-
ridically excluded from enslavement, 
304–6

Kawar, 7, 22, 28
Kawkaw, 17, 19, 21, 23. See also Gao-Kukiya
Kayamagha (Kayama’a), 32, 41, 174, 176. 

See also Ghana; Wagadu
al-Kayd b. (“son of ”) Hamza al-Sanāwī 

(leader of Timbuktu revolt against 
Gao), 362

Kebbi, 190, 223, 238–39, 242–43, 305, 326, 
366. See also Kanta

Keita (royal clan), 65, 69–70, 73, 78, 87–91, 
149–51, 157, 184, 212, 239

Kel Tamasheq: and Gao, 17, 185, 220, 227, 
233, 265. See also Berber; Tuareg

Kelimbine River, 15, 67, 73
Keyla, 65–66
khādam (pl. khadam) (“servant, captive”), 

46–47, 160–61, 321, 344. See also slavery
khādam maqtū’ (“eunuch slave”), 21, 246. 

See also eunuchs; slavery
khādim (female slaves), 160, 344, 359
khadīm (male slave), 273, 344, 349, 352, 

359
Khālid b. (“son of ”) ‘Abd Allāh b. Abī Bakr 

al-Azharī (noted Egyptian grammar-
ian), 206

khalīfa (“successor”), 235, 245, 328
Khalīfa (a successor to Sunjata), 96–97, 

111

kharāj (taxation), 254–56, 353, 364. See 
also taxation

Kharījī, 157; as applied to Sunni ‘Alī, 
204–5, 209, 217, 241, 252; as applied to 
Tengela, 241–42

khaṭīb (Friday mosque preacher), 139, 149, 
214, 224, 231, 253, 261, 275, 287, 298, 
335, 346

Khaṭīb Aḥmad Turfu (or Aḥmad Sunkumū 
of Jenne), 275

Khaṭīb ‘Umar, 224, 231, 253, 261
khawāṣṣ (inner circle), 326
khuddām (“servants, vassals”), 32, 211. See 

also slavery
Khurasan, 28
khuṭba (sermon usually delivered at Friday 

mosque, other special occasions), 27, 
39–40, 117, 146–48, 150, 281

al-Khuwārizmī, 21–22, 31. See also Ṣurat 
al-arḍ

Kibiru bt. (“daughter of ”) Askia Dāwūd 
(sister of Askia Ismā’ īl and wife of 
Maghsharan-koi Akbaran Kasu), 318

Kidal (town), 369
Kifāyat al-muḥtāj li-ma’rifat man laysa f ī 

‘l-dībāj, 171–72. See also Aḥmad Bābā; 
Nayl al-ibtihāj bi-taṭrīz al-dībāj

Kilanbut/Kilanbuti/Kalanbut (Malian 
province), 239

Kilwa, 163
Kisi, 80. See also Masaren
Kita, 86
Kitāb al-Istibṣār, 28, 45, 108
Kitāb al-ma’ārif, 28–29. See also Ibn 

Qutayba; Wahb b. Munabbih
Kitāb al-mudhish, 158. See also Ibn 

al-Jawzī
Kitāb Rujār, 38. See also al-Idrisī
Kitāb al-shifā (of Qāḍī ‘Iyāḍ), 284, 285
Kiyusu (area), 341
koba (buffalo woman), 71–76. See also 

Do-Kamissa; Sogolon Kedju
Kokiri-koi (a Kala sultan on western bor-

der of Dia/Diagha), 137
Koli Tengela, 240–41
Kolima, 15
komo (society of smiths), 91
Kondolon Ni Sané, 70
Kong, 96
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Korey-farma (possibly related to Ara-
bo-Berbers in Timbuktu), 335–36, 338, 
356

Korey-farma al-Ḥājj b. (“son of ”) Askia 
Dāwūd (later Askia al-Ḥājj), 335–36, 
338, 356–58, 367

Kotokoli: as juridically eligible for enslave-
ment, 304–6

Koulikoro, 67, 73, 84
Koyra-banda-mondio (supervisor outside 

Timbuktu), 265–67
Krina/Kirina, Battle of, 73, 83–90
Kubi (town), 185, 191
Kufa, 28, 33
Kugha/Kughā, 39
Kulani (region), 341
Kulthūm Barda (mother of Askia Isḥāq 

Bēr), 300, 329
kuma koro (“ancient speech”), 65
Kuma-koi (leader of Gao’s “harbor peo-

ple”), 320–21
Kumbi Saleh, 7, 22, 31–34, 38, 41
Kunta shaykhs, 217, 294
kunya (honorific title), 290
Kuran (military official), 188
Kuray-farma (responsibilities related to 

Tuareg and Arabo-Berbers), 248
Kurmina-fari. See kanfāri
Kurtey (group), 211
Kurukan Fugan, 86
Kurwā (unidentified group): as juridically 

eligible for enslavement, 304–6
kurzu (pestilence), 334
Kūsh b. (“son of ”) Ḥām, 31, 48. See also 

Kan’ān b. Ḥām
Kusuy/Kotso-Muslim (first to convert 

among the Zuwā/Zu’a/Juwā/Jā’/Diā/
Zā/Diu’a dynasty), 24–25, 27, 180

Kutalu-farma (unknown responsibilities), 
190

Kutalu-farma ‘Umar Kumjāgu, 190, 206. 
See also Kanfāri ‘Umar Kumjāgu

Labbī b. (“son of ”) Wārjābī b. Rābīs, 37
Lahilatul Kalabi, 70
Lake Chad, 18, 20, 22, 28–29, 45, 95, 223, 

238, 306, 340, 366
Lake Debo, 95, 126, 129, 185, 191, 213, 222–

23, 259, 293, 298, 341–42, 366
Lake Faguibine, 191

Lake Koratu, 347
Lakes Region-Niger Bend, 17–18
“Lamlam,” 44–57, 67, 304. See also 

“Damdam”
Lamtuna: Berber branch, 26, 37, 127; 

mountains, 37
al-Laqānī brothers, 290–92. See also Nāṣir 

al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Ḥaṣan al-Laqānī; 
Shams al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Ḥaṣan 
al-Laqānī

latifundia, 6, 161, 372
Leka (town), 243, 248, 326, 336
Leo Africanus (al-Ḥasan b. Muḥammad al-

Wazzān al-Zayyātī), 171, 243, 249–54, 
279, 329, 335–36

Libya, 369–72
The Lion King, 370–71. See also Sunjata
literacy: as innovation as historical tool, 9
livestock, 23
locusts, 148, 362
logic, 284, 292
Lulu (town), 190, 210, 223, 238, 366

Ma’a (leader of “Dum”), 339
ma’aduku (“place of the ruler” at Kabara, 

near Timbuktu), 124, 249
mābī (artisans), 338. See also caste
Mādao (father of Sunni ‘Alī), 184
madhhab. See Maliki madhhab; Shāfi’ ī 

madhhab
madrasa, 284–85. See also majlis; mak-

tab; Qur’ānic schools
Magha/Manga Diabe, 32
Magha/Ma’ Kanti Faran (of Mali), 337
Maghan Kon Fatta/Frako Maghan Keigu 

(father of Sunjata), 70–81, 91
al-Maghīlī. See Muḥammad b. ‘Abd al-

Karīm al-Maghīlī
al-Maghrib (North Africa), 3–4; and Al-

moravids, 25; and bilād as-sūdān, 20, 
30, 371; and commerce with West Af-
rica, 23, 44; and introduction of camels, 
17; and pivot under Sulaymān, 164–65; 
and wider participation in Mediterra-
nean, 354; and Zenata Imazighen, 145

Maghsharan Tuareg. See Tuareg
Maghsharan-koi (head of Kel Tamasheq in 

Timbuktu), 265, 338
Maghsharan-koi Akbaran Kasu, 318
Maghsharan-koi al-ḥājj Maḥmūd Bēr, 338
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Maghsharan-koi Tibirt ag-Sīd, 362–63
Maḥmūd (brother of Sita bt. Anda 

ag-Muḥammad the Elder), 195, 217
Maḥmūd Baghayughu (leading Jenne 

scholar), 273–76, 329–30
Maḥmūd Ka’ti b. (“son of ”) al-ḥājj al-Mu-

tawakkil Ka’ti al-Kurminī al-Wa’kurī, 
or Maḥmūd Ka’ti, 25–26, 92, 171, 173, 
175–79, 181, 230, 261–62, 287, 296, 
298, 335, 347–51, 359, 362–63. See also 
Ta’rīkh al-fattāsh

Maḥmūd Yāza (khadīm or servant) 
of Askia Isḥāq Bēr b. Askia al-ḥājj 
Muḥammad, 273

Mai Dunama Dubbalemi, 28, 234
majlis, 115, 284–85, 296. See also ma-

drasa; maktab; Qur’ānic schools
Makhlūf b. ‘Alī b. (“son of ”) Ṣāliḥ al-Bal-

bālī, 292–93, 304–6
maks (pl. mukūs, non-sharī’a taxation), 

244, 268–76. See also taxation
maktab (Qur’ānic school), 284. See also 

madrasa; majlis; Qur’ānic schools
maktūb (“that which is written”), 73
Malal, 67
Malfante, Antonio, 151–52
Mali: and Askia Dāwūd, 321, 337; capital 

and urban areas of, 128–29, 134–38; 
and conflict with Songhay, 236–45, 
251, 255, 270; contemporary, 17, 30, 
369–72; decline of, 6; earthen ablu-
tion in, 35; imperial administration of, 
128–34; imperial dimensions of, 5–6, 
41, 125–27, 371; as juridically excluded 
from enslavement, 304–6; and location 
of “land of Sanqara-zūma’a,” 327; prov-
inces in, 127–28; as recognized by the 
Genoese and Portuguese, 152–54; royal 
court of, 138–43

Mali-koi (mansā of Mali), 109, 114, 129–30, 
136, 269

malik (pl. mulūk): and epigraphic series 
(second) in Gao, 27n46; and Gao rul-
ers, 25, 27; and Mali rulers, 127

al-Malik al-Nāṣir Muḥammad b. (“son of ”) 
Qalāwūn (Mamluk ruler), 99, 114–16, 
145–46

malika (pl. malikāt), officials in Gao, 27
Malika Bīkun Kābi (queen of Ṣanhāja 

Nono), 298–99

Mālikī madhhab (a school of law), 116, 121, 
145, 155, 284, 290

Mamadi Kani, 70, 91
mamadugu (administrative unit), 87
Mamar (oral tradition of), 226–27
Mamar hamey (children of Askia al-ḥājj 

Muḥammad), 323, 325, 334
mamlūk (term for slave), 139, 261, 307
Mamluks, 3–5, 43, 88, 96, 99–100, 106, 111–

22, 139–41, 145–47, 155, 161, 232, 235, 
254, 268, 324

al-Ma’mūn (first cousin of Qāḍī Ḥabīb and 
friend of Sunni ‘Alī), 196–97

Mande: as component of Songhay people, 
22; in early Mali, 61–91; and influence 
on Songhay, 169–70; smiths among, 
89; speakers of, 38, 220

Manden (Old Mali), 65–91, 96–99, 371
Manden Bukari/Manding Bori/Abubakar 

I (half-brother of Sunjata), 78, 82, 98, 
100, 104–5, 149

Maninka/Mandinka, 65, 68–70, 79, 81, 87, 
94, 97, 107

mansā, evolution in meaning, 71, 86–87, 
128

Mansā Kara Kamara (ruler of Niani), 82, 
85, 94, 125

Mansā Maghā (successor to Mansā Mūsā), 
145, 150

Mansā Maghā (or Kita Tenin Maghan, 
successor to Fadima Mūsā), 150–51

Mansā Muḥammad b. Qū, 3–5, 151
Mansā Mūsā: and Catalan Atlas, 159; and 

Gao, 123–24, 181–82; gold transported 
by, 106–9; and Inari Konte, 113, 126, 
162, 339–40; indigenization project of, 
146, 212–13, 218, 220, 232; and Jinger-
eber mosque, 124–25, 281; and Mali’s 
purported transatlantic voyage, 3–5; 
marital violations of, 201; matricide of, 
109–11, 230; Pilgrimage of, 3–5, 104–25, 
180, 371; similarities with Sākūra, 98–
104, 110, 123, 143, 182; and Timbuktu, 
124–25, 281; as youth, 5

Mansā Sama (of Kangaba), 65
Mansā Sulaymān, 1; and “holy books,” 65, 

145; and Ibn Baṭṭūṭa, 64, 105, 147–48; 
imperial organization under, 126; and 
Walata/Biru, 125

mansaya (rulership), 71–72, 93–98
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Mansur/Mansura (village outside Gao), 
318, 320, 326

manuscript C (Ta’rīkh al-fattāsh), 161–62, 
177–79, 184, 209–10, 222, 225, 229–34, 
247, 254, 260–62, 287, 307–8, 422n4

al-Maqqarī, 40
al-Maqrīzī, 105–6, 113–18, 123–24, 132
Maqzāra. See Fulbe
Maraka, 157, 213. See also Jula; Wangāra/

Wankara
Mārī Jāṭa, 65, 69, 88, 94. See also Sunjata
Mārī Jāṭā (wazīr to Fadima Mūsā), 150–51
Mārī Jāṭā b. (“son of ”) Mansā Maghā (suc-

cessor to Qāsā b. Sulaymān), 150–51
Marīam Dābo (mother of Askia Ismā’ īl), 

237, 300
Marinids, 104, 112, 140, 145–50
Marrakesh, 7, 22, 39, 112, 145, 156, 173–75, 

291–93, 331, 357–59, 363–65
Marwiyyūn, 28, 45
Masaren, 80. See also Kisi
mashwar (meeting place of Malian Grand 

Council), 138–42, 149
Masina, 15–17, 95, 130, 156, 171, 178, 189, 

214–15, 223, 237, 256, 298, 353–57, 
366

Masina-mondio, 256
Masire Anda ag-Muḥammad, 290
Masire Anda ‘Umar (faqīh), 215
al-Mas’ūdī, 21, 23, 52
Masūfa (branch of Ṣanhāja), 26, 37, 113, 

174, 218, 233
matrilineal inheritance, 94, 253, 296, 301
Mauritania, 17, 26, 30–31, 36, 67, 127, 144, 

152, 188, 338
mawlā (pl. mawālī, clients), 98, 104, 122
Mawlāy/Mawlāya/Mawlā Abū ‘l-Abbas 

Aḥmad “the Great” (or Aḥmad al-A’raj, 
Wattasid Moroccan ruler), 242–43, 331, 
353

Mawlāy/Mawlāya/Mawlā Aḥmad/al-
Manṣūr (“Aḥmad the Golden”), 353, 
358, 364–65

Mawlāy/Mawlāya/Mawlā al-Shaykh al-
Kabir al-Sharīf al-Drawī al-Tagmadert, 
352–53

Mayans, 12
Mecca, 7, 22, 26, 33, 36, 70, 110, 117–19, 

122–24, 198–99, 205, 232–38, 247, 251, 
260, 328

Medina, 7, 22, 118–19, 234–35, 260, 291–
92, 318, 348

Mediterranean, 17, 102, 142
Mema: early settlements in, 15–18; and Ibn 

Baṭṭūṭa, 120; as Malian province, 87, 
120–21, 126–31; as Songhay province, 
184, 223, 302, 366; and Sunjata, 78–82, 
87, 94–95; “Tichit” people settlement 
in, 31

Menaka (town), 369
Middle East. See central Islamic lands
Middle Niger: early settlements in, 13–18, 

31, 67, 370; and Gao, 21; horses in, 82; 
and Lakes Region-Niger Bend, 17–18; 
and location of plantations, 341–42; 
and Moroccan invasion, 364; as part of 
imperial Mali, 125; in relation to world 
history, 11–13; under Songhay domina-
tion, 151, 169, 222, 259, 308. See also 
Niger buckle

mihmandār (official charged with arrang-
ing meetings with Mamluk sultan), 
116–19

military: under Askia Dāwūd, 349; under 
Askia al-ḥājj Muḥammad, 251–52, 
307–8; and civil war, 360–63; in 
Ghana, 35–36; in Mali, 131–32; under 
Sunni ‘Alī, 208–210

millet, 16, 293
Mindi Jam, 299
Mi’rāj al-ṣu’ūd, 51–52, 171, 304–6. See also 

Aḥmad Bābā
Mīriyyūn, 28, 45
Misakul Allāh (head manager and servant 

of Askia Dāwūd), 340–51, 353–54
Miṣr. See Egypt
Modibo Muḥammad al-Kāborī, 156, 214–

17, 259, 283–88, 293–95; a walī, 288
Modibo Wāra (leader), 188
Mokhtar Belmokhtar, 369–72
Mombasa, 162–64
mondio (tax collector), 129, 208, 256
Mongols, 2–3, 112–13
Moors, 54, 86, 152, 363. See also Berbers; 

Surakas; Tuareg
mōri (religious title), 259, 287–88, 320
Mōri Bukar b. (“son of ”) Ṣāliḥ  “the Son-

inke,” 262
Mōri Hawgāru, 212–14, 233, 259–61, 287–

89, 298, 302
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Mōri Jayba, 199, 212, 233, 260–61, 302
Mori Koyra (scholarly community), 193, 

199–200, 212–15, 218, 223, 233, 258–
64, 276–79, 287–89, 298, 302, 307–8, 
311, 346–47, 366

Mōri Magha (Maghan) Kankoi, 213–14, 
259, 287–89, 319–20

Mōri Ma’ma’ b.  (“son of ”) Mōri Ma’mak 
b. al-faqīh Mōri Hawgāru, 287

Mōri Muḥammad (of Tinenka), 233, 
260–61

Mōri Muḥammad Kunbu (son of Askia al-
ḥājj Muḥammad), 262

Mōri al-Ṣadīq, 199, 212, 302, 233, 260
Mōri/Alfa Ṣāliḥ Diawara (faqīh and sayyid 

and walī), 202, 229–36, 260, 277, 286–
88, 308

Mōri ‘Uthmān (son of Askia al-ḥājj 
Muḥammad), 262

Moroccan occupation (of Songhay), 171–
72, 175–76, 192, 250, 259, 294, 303, 355, 
362–68

Morocco, 26, 30, 52, 102, 108, 147, 160, 
170–71, 222, 279, 282, 304–6, 331–34, 
352–57, 364, 372

Mossi, 124, 185, 189–93, 197, 206, 218, 
236–37, 242–43, 255, 293, 333–38, 348; 
as juridically eligible for enslavement, 
304–6

Mossi-koi Komdāo, 190
Mount Arafat, 198, 348
Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Af-

rica (Mouvement pour l’unicité et le jihad 
en Afrique de l’Ouest, or Mujao), 369

mu’adhdhin (summoner to prayer), 70, 
329, 346, 351–52

mu’allim (teacher), 280, 287
al-Mu’ammar Abū ‘Abd Allāh b. (“son of ”) 

Khadīja al-Kūmī, 122–24
Muammar al-Qadhafi, 369
Mudawanna (of Saḥnūn), 284, 286, 291, 

295–96
Mudrik b. Faqqūṣ (faqīh), 104–5, 110
muftī (unclear role in medieval West Afri-

can context, as qāḍī adjudicated mat-
ters), 217, 357

Mufti Aḥmad Mu’yā, 357
Mughals, 112
mughanī (griot), 317, 328. See also griots; 

jeli; oral sources

al-Muhallabī, 23, 25, 29, 33, 246, 307
Muḥammad al-Amīn b. (“son of ”) Qāḍī 

Muḥammad b. Qāḍī Maḥmūd b. ‘Umar 
b. Muḥammad Aqīt, 272, 296

Muḥammad Aqīt (progenitor of Aqīt fam-
ily): hatred of Fulbe, 189, 198, 215; set-
tlement in Timbuktu, 215–18

Muḥammad b. (“son of ”) ‘Abd al-Karīm 
al-Maghīlī, 171, 177, 184, 200–202, 
230, 235, 244, 252–54, 262–63, 277, 
292, 303, 311. See also Replies of al-
Maghīlī to the Questions of Askia al-
ḥājj Muḥammad

Muḥammad b. (“son of ”) Aḥmad b. Abī 
Muḥammad al-Tāzakhtī, 285

Muḥammad b. (“son of ”) Askia al-Ḥājj 
(nephew of Askia Isḥāq b. Askia 
Dāwūd), 362–63

Muḥammad b. (“son of ”) al-Faqīh al-
Gazūlī (faqīh), 155

Muḥammad b. (“son of ”) Maḥmūd Bagha-
yughu (faqīh of Jenne, imām in Tim-
buktu), 272, 275, 283, 285, 296, 351, 
357, 362

Muḥammad Bello (leader of Sokoto Ca-
liphate), 270–71, 294

Muḥammad Koi-je (son of Kanfāri Ya’qūb 
b. Askia al-ḥājj Muḥammad), 363

Muḥammad Qū, 100–104, 111
Muḥammad San b. (“son of ”) al-faqīh al-

Mukhtār, 250
Muḥammad Sorko-ije (son of Askia 

Dāwūd and “a Sorko woman”), 339
Muḥammad w. (“offspring/descendant 

of ”) Mawri (soldier who killed “Dum” 
leader Ma’a), 339

Muhanna b. (“son of ”) ‘Abd al-Bāqī al-
‘Ujrumī (guide on Pilgrimage), 118

mukāshafa (“clairvoyance”), 290–91
al-Mukhtār b. (“son of ”) Muḥammad b. 

al-Mukhtār al-Naḥwī ( jurist and eulo-
gist), 216

al-Mukhtār b. (“son of ”) ‘Umar (faqīh), 
297

al-Mukhtār al-Naḥwī (“the Grammarian”), 
194–98, 206, 216–17, 271–72, 291–92, 
295

Mukhtaṣar (of Khalīl b. Isḥāq al-Jundī), 
284–86, 292, 295

Muli (territory), 126, 190
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Munkar and Nakīr (angels who examine 
the faith of the dead in the tomb), 290

Munsu ‘Alū Maida’a (nephew of female 
leader Yānū), 299

Muqaddima, 41, 50. See also Ibn Khaldūn
Muridiyya (brotherhood), 294. See also Su-

fism; ṭarīqa
Mūsā Tunkara (of Mema), 79–82, 94, 130
mushrif (official at Walata/Biru), 140–41, 

162
musketeers (rumā’), 358, 363–67
Muwaṭṭa’ (of Mālik b. (“son of ”) Anas), 

284, 286, 296

naḥwa (grammar), 284
nā’ib (“deputy”), 125
Namanje (mother of Manden Bukari), 78
Nāna Bēr Tūre (great-grandmother of al-

Sa’dī), 189
Nānā Ḥafṣa bt. (“daughter of ”)  al-

ḥājj Aḥmad b. ‘Umar, 272, 296
Nānā Kankan (mother or grandmother of 

Mansā Mūsā), 109–11, 149, 230
Nānā Tinti (daughter of Abū Bakr al-Qāḍī 

al-Ḥājj), 198–99, 207, 293, 296
Nāra (daughter of Malian ruler and wife of 

Askia Dāwūd), 338
Nāṣir al-Dīn, 240–41
Nāṣir al-Dīn Muḥammad b. (“son of ”) 

Ḥaṣan al-Laqānī (Maliki scholar), 
290–92

Na’siri (in Mossi territory), 189, 191
Nasrids, 112
National Movement for the Liberation 

of Azāwad (Mouvement national de 
Liberation de l’Azawad, or MNLA), 
369–70

Nayl al-ibtihāj bi-taṭrīz al-dībāj, 171, 
175. See also Aḥmad Bābā; Kifāyat al-
muḥtāj li-ma’rifat man laysa f ī ‘l-dībāj

n’gana (“man of action”), 86
n’gara (“man of words”), 86
Niamey, 211, 341
Niani, 7, 73, 77, 79, 82, 85, 94, 96, 135
Nibkat Sunni (“the sunni’s hillock), 187
Niger buckle, 181, 185, 187, 191, 220, 226, 

236, 240, 245, 325, 341, 371
Nigeria, 345
Nile (Nīl): as Faleme, Niger, Senegal Riv-

ers, 23, 39, 67, 134–35

Niuma Demba, 82–83, 85
Niumi, 71–72, 85
Njajane Njaye (head of Jolof confedera-

tion), 151, 179
Nora (forest of), 88,
North Africa. See al-Maghrib
Notice historique, 24, 171, 181–84, 207, 222
Nslā, 26
Nuba, 29, 48, 50, 52–53
Nūḥ, 357
numu (Mande smiths), 81. See also iron; 

smiths
Nupe, 238, 337
nwana (lead warrior), 87
nya-ize (children of same mother), 301
nyama (life force), 76, 84
nyamakala (castes), 88
Nzinga (of Angola), 298–99

Old Testament, 49, 207
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Timbuktu-mondio (tax collector), 129, 256, 
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“twenty-four tribes,” 161, 184, 209–210, 254

‘ulamā’ (“learned ones,” s. ‘ālim), 109, 155–
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‘Umar b. (“son of ”) Muḥammad Aqīt 
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254
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Wanzu-koi, 130
Wargala, 7, 22, 28, 122–23
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Wattasids, 331, 353
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Yānū (of Anganda and Budara), 298–99, 

302
al-Ya’qūbī, 21–25, 28, 31, 33, 49
Yāqūt, 48,
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Yemen, 22, 24, 31–32, 51, 70, 124, 173–74, 

261, 348
Yerelinkon, 96–97, 155. See also Ulī
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Yoruba, 238, 337; juridically eligible for en-

slavement, 304–6
Yubo-koi (market commissioner), 265–67
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347
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zakāt (obligatory alms), 254, 267–68. See 
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also Zanj
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Zāra Kabirun-koi (mother of Askia Mūsā), 
239, 247, 300–301, 306

Zaria, 7, 95, 223, 243, 298, 366; jurid-
ically excluded from enslavement, 
304–6

Zarqatabana, 126
Zawila, 7, 22, 28–29
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Zayanids, 112, 353
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Zheng He, 111–12
ziyārah, 115. See also Sufism
Zkry, 108–9, 161
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