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MOTT HAVEN

MOTT HAVEN’S BOUNDARIES ARE E. 149th
Street on the north, E. 149th Street
and the East River on the east, the
strait known as the Bronx Kill on the
south, and the Harlem River on the
west. Jonas Bronck, a Swedish sea cap-
tain after whom the Bronx was named,
established his farm in Mott Haven in
1639. In 1670, the land was bought by
the Morris family, one of whose mem-
bers, Lewis Morris, was a signer of the
Declaration of Independence. In 1841,
Jordan Lawrence Mott purchased the
land for his ironworks factory. In the
latter part of the nineteenth century,
it became more heavily settled, and
a good number of handsome brown-
stones and row houses were built there.
The area became much more densely
populated in the twentieth century as
tenement houses proliferated through-
out the area.

Until the 1950s, Mott Haven was
largely German, Irish, and Italian, along
with a small Jewish population. It was
famous then for a large annual Irish
parade sponsored by veterans of the
Irish Republican Army, who marched
proudly on Willis Avenue on Easter
Sunday. Puerto Ricans began moving
into Mott Haven in the early 1940s, a
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pattern that accelerated in the ’50s. African Americans also settled
here in the early ’40s and were drawn to the NYCHA Patterson
houses that were built in 1956. Situated on Third Avenue between
E. 139th and E. 141st Streets and with almost 1,800 apartments
spread through its fifteen buildings, the complex is one of the city’s
largest housing projects. This community is where the South Bronx’s
reputation began and where illegal blockbusting tactics resulted in
a mass exodus of white people from the area. The 1960s,’70s, and
’80s, were marked by arson, abandonment, and crime here and in
the neighboring communities of Hunts Point, Morrisania, Melrose,
and beyond. These problems and issues, including the lack of oppor-
tunity and lack of adequate social programs for those experiencing
poverty, have been discussed at length in my first book, 7he New
York Nobody Knows.

In recent years, there have been some attempts to gentrify the
area, centering on Alexander and Lincoln Avenues, west of the
Major Deegan Expressway. It is still in an embryonic state, and
whether the trend will grow is uncertain. Mott Haven also has one
of the largest concentrations of public housing in the city, with most
of it located in the area immediately east of the Major Deegan, a
block from the gentrifying area. The major commercial thorough-
fares of Mott Haven are E. 149th and E. 138th Streets; Third, Brook,
Willis, and St. Ann’s Avenues; and Bruckner Boulevard. There’s only
one decent sized park—St. Mary’s—and crime is a significant prob-
lem in Mott Haven. While, like the city as a whole, it’s safer than,
say, fifteen years ago and you can walk through it in the daytime,
anyone who is unfamiliar with these streets should exercise caution.
'This is, of course, true of other South Bronx communities as well.

I begin my trip on the corner of Brown Place and E. 136th Street.
There’s a charter school—Mott Haven Academy—across the street
from the pretty Public School 154, named after Jonas Bronck, as
in “the Bronx.” The Haven Academy is beautifully painted with
a large mural in bright colors: aqua, turquoise, purple, and pink.
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Bertine Historic District

Painted on the upper part of the building are leaves and circles
in various colors. Below, near the second and third floor is a bird
that’s very eye-catching because of its plumage and graceful body,
notwithstanding that it’s impossible to determine what species of
bird it is. It’s perched on a tree branch of gorgeous shades of blue
and yellow. At the bottom of the wall are fanciful designs, some of
which look like leaves. What makes this mural so different is its
dreamlike quality. The colors are soft, and the bird is the fruit of
someone’s fertile imagination, especially the upturned beak.
Returning to 136th Street via Brown Place, I make a right and,
after passing a brand-new playground built by the city, find myself

in front of a group of handsome homes, part of the Bertine Historic
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District. Built in the late nineteenth century by Edward Bertine, the
homes are structures featuring nice stonework with orange and tan
brickwork, mostly in the Queen Anne mode. What stands out is
the architectural detail—the gables, arched doorways and windows,
fan lights, ziggurat designs—with each home looking different. They
are exceptional, but visitors must be cautious, for the block also has
a NYCHA-owned and -operated tenement that is an active drug-
dealing scene, notwithstanding the drug-free zone sign outside the
building. Of course, this may well have changed since I last saw it,
but it’s symptomatic of a general problem in Mott Haven.

Turning left on Willis Avenue I go one block to E. 135th Street,
turn right, and then left onto Lincoln Avenue. As I proceed under
the highway I am entering the heart of what’s considered to be
gentrifying Mott Haven. This area was once a major center for piano
manufacturing, and some enterprising real estate people have re-
named it the “Piano District.”

Many articles have been written about Mott Haven being the
epicenter of the newest geographical trend in gentrification. They
state that gentrifiers are moving in, mostly on the south side of the
Major Deegan Expressway along Lincoln and Alexander Avenues,
Bruckner Boulevard and the surrounding streets. Among the eat-
eries touted are Charlie’s Steakhouse, which occupies the first floor
of the Clock Tower, originally a piano factory and now a residential
building on the corner of Lincoln and Bruckner.

Leaving the waterfront area, I turn my attention to the nongen-
trified areas east of the Major Deegan, walking up Lincoln Ave-
nue and turning right on E. 139th Street. I soon arrive at a small
three-block historic district of handsome two-story row houses on
Alexander Avenue between 138th and 141st Streets. This street
was known variously in earlier times as “Politicians’ Row,” “Doctors’
Row,” and “the Irish Fifth Avenue.” It also includes the historic
St. Jerome’s Roman Catholic Church, a large and handsome Itali-
anate Revival and Spanish Colonial building, founded in 1899. But
these three blocks are atypical for this area. About 80 percent of
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Mott Haven, the part from 149th Street on the north, the Bruckner
Expressway on the east, and the Major Deegan on the south and
west, is very much a low-income area with little upscale shopping
anywhere. The stores on Brook, Third, and Willis Avenues, as well
as on 138th and 149th Streets, cater to a low-income population.
‘Therefore, unsurprisingly, investment seems to be, as in Melrose,
overwhelmingly in affordable housing. And today, such housing may
have amenities like a small fitness center and a rooftop garden.

At 138th Street I turn left and pass block after block of plain and
sometimes drab retail outlets that typify the community, with one
exception. At number 570, on the corner of St. Ann’s Avenue, my
attention is drawn to a Chinese takeout joint, with a most unusual
name: “Worship Super Heroes—Best Chinese Food in Bronx.” This
is probably a result of hearing the words “worship superheroes”in a
positive context and thinking, why not use it as a name for the store?
In any case, it’s clearly eye-catching. I swing left onto Cypress Ave-
nue, walking several blocks until it dead-ends at St. Mary’s Street.

Here, I enter St. Mary’s Park and immediately see a dog run
that isn’t well maintained. Several pit bulls are gamboling about,
with their owners keeping a watchful eye on them. St. Mary’s is
the largest park in the area, and I stroll down a wide walkway run-
ning through the center of the park and flanked on both sides by
majestic London plane trees. People are sitting on benches, talking,
playing with their smartphones, and taking in the sun on a warm
afternoon. Beyond the trees on the right side are sports fields and
playgrounds. While one of the playgrounds has been renovated, the
others are not in great shape, and the athletic court surfaces are
cracked in many places. There are bleachers, but they have no seats.
On the left is a maze of pathways winding through hilly and rocky
semi-wild terrain interspersed with grassy spaces and trees, offering
a commanding scenic view of the neighborhood. I ask a Jamaican
couple whether the park is safe at night, and they say it is. But the
consensus is that it’s definitely safe in the daytime, but not at night.
I exit the park at St. Ann’s Avenue and walk up to 149th Street, the
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major shopping thoroughfare and the border between Mott Haven
and Melrose. In five minutes, I arrive at number 436, home of the
Opera House Hotel.

A long time ago, in the early twentieth century, 149th Street was
a center for theater and film. And one of the outstanding venues
for live performances was the Bronx Opera House, which opened in
1913 and closed in 1920. It seated more than 1,800 people and was
lavishly decorated in various colors, with silk damask curtains, beau-
tiful ornamentation, and a stunning crystal chandelier. It had several
reincarnations as a movie theater, Latin dance club, and Pentecos-
tal church. Today, in its latest iteration, it has become a boutique
lodging house. In its heyday, the Opera House was considered the
best of several such spaces in the area. Today, nothing remains of it
except the site itself. Don't expect a luxurious-looking lobby. It looks
more like a Best Western hotel, but it provides a chance to connect
with the old days. Among those who performed there were Lionel
Hampton, Ethel Barrymore, Harry Houdini, and Fats Waller. And
tourists may enjoy telling the folks back home, “Guess what? We
stayed in the South Bronx.”

'The rooms at the Opera House are quite nice, especially for about
$200 a night or even less, depending on how busy things are. One
of its biggest markets seems to be people from out of town going to
Yankee games desiring a nice place for half the price of a Manhattan
hotel. Cabbies are reluctant to go there because the stereotype of the
dangerous South Bronx remains alive in their minds and because
they’re unlikely to get a return fare to their favorite borough, Man-
hattan. On the other hand, it’s a pretty quick ride by express subway
to the 149th Street station and then less than a ten-minute walk.
The community hums with activity until late at night, and the walk
is quite safe on the populated streets. I cannot imagine that this area
is big on nostalgia, but you can never tell. Many people grew up in
the Bronx and can remember their shopping expeditions to the Hub
(described in the Melrose section). And there are business people
who need to be in the Bronx for one reason or another. The bottom
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floor of the Opera House has several establishments including a
Crunch gym, a pharmacy, and a medical care center. Metropolitan
College is across the street; it’s small, with seventeen classrooms for
now, but its goal is to serve the local community, which sees such in-
stitutions as an expression of faith in the future of the South Bronx.

On another day I explore the portion of Mott Haven known
as Port Morris, which turns into a very interesting experience. Its
boundaries aren’t really fixed, but it’s fair to say that the main part
lies generally between Bruckner Boulevard and the East River, from
E. 141st to E. 132nd Street. Some have taken to referring to the
gentrifying area as Port Morris, which sounds more catchy and up-
scale. They're free to do so, and the name may even take root, but
in my view, it’s a reach geographically. People also call this area the
Piano District, hoping to attract well-to-do buyers, but that hasnt
really caught on either.

My walk begins on 141st Street off Bruckner Boulevard as I head
east toward the river. At the end of that brief jaunt I'm on Locust
Avenue, which is where Silvercup Studios, whose headquarters are
in Queens, has its Bronx location, running from 141st to 138th
Streets. Fully operational, with “SILVERCUP” signs everywhere
in large letters, it’s a 115,000-square-foot facility with four separate
studios. Access is restricted, with fences, gates, and guards, just like
those you see in Los Angeles studios. It’s located on the waterfront
and on the other side of Locust as well. Its presence here gives the
community some cachet and is a major boost to the local economy
in terms of jobs and local businesses.

At 856 E. 136th Street I stop in front of the Bronx Brewery.
Smaller breweries like this have become a hit in the city, especially in
Brooklyn. This one offers a tasting room and tours. I speak with an
owner, Patrick, a man wearing a New York Rangers jersey, with large,
almost hypnotic, pale-blue eyes and a neatly trimmed brown beard.

“How would you say your beers differ from others?” I ask.

His answer almost humanizes the product, gives it real per-
sonality: “We like to say we’re a no-nonsense craft beer, very
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approachable, not as gimmicky, by which I mean throwing all dif-
ferent kinds of fruit in. We like to keep things straightforward, like
the people who live in the Bronx. We always let the beer be the hero;
we don't sacrifice it just for a gimmick.” As he speaks, I remember
having chocolate beer in Bushwick. It really didn't taste at all like
beer, so I know what he means.

“How do you define a Bronx personality?”

“People who are very proud of where they live and who they are.
People here in the Bronx are the kind who are gonna tell you how
it really is.”

'The brewery produces about 15,000 barrels, or 200,000 cases a
year, and tries to hire employees from the Bronx. It offers a number
of different flavored beers and sells everywhere in the tristate area,
and now in Massachusetts. This is the type of business for which
a location like this works. It’s not retail, so it’s not dependent on
people passing by; it’s in an area zoned for industry, near the high-
way; and it’s safe.

A block farther, between Willow Avenue and Bruckner Boule-
vard, I see four brick row houses in the Federal style, dating back
to the 1920s. I wonder what it’s like to live here, as there are very
few private homes in Port Morris. Shopping requires a drive if it’s a
major trip. For small items, I guess you could walk to a nearby gro-
cery store or under the expressway to St. Ann’s or Cypress Avenue,
perhaps a fifteen-minute trip. But there doesn’t seem to be a real
community here. I chat with an older man who has a small business
that he runs here.

“Do you live here?”

“No, but I grew up in the Bronx, over on Hoe Avenue.”

“What’s it like to live here?”

“Well, it’s quiet, but prices are going up. One of these homes sold
not long ago for about 600K. They’ve doubled in the last couple of
years. People were here for about a month, filming a movie. And
they did another one two years ago.” Clearly, this area is newsworthy.

And, he adds, the neighborhood got better.
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“What do you mean by better?”

“More white people moving in.” This is stated not in a necessarily
racist way, but simply as a descriptive fact. White people have more
money and more options. They live in safer and wealthier commu-
nities. Thus, if they move in, then the neighborhood must be getting
better. He doesn’t know my views on the subject. All he sees is that,
like him, I'm white.

Across the street from the homes, at number 728, in a large older
commercial building, is a baseball school, called New York Sluggers,
offering training, lessons, and programs for kids from the surround-
ing area and beyond. Inside the building is a fully equipped batting
range. Some of these students seem to be well-heeled, with their
moms pulling up in Mercedes-Benzes and BMWs to drop off their
charges. To appeal to this market, the school advertises that it’s only
seven minutes from the Upper East Side, namely 96th Street. It has
five batting cages with pitching tunnels, and the kids can belong to
travel teams. This is another example of the interesting enterprises
that flourish here. The New York Post has long had a plant here, one
owned by the Dow Jones Company. In an urban metropolis there
are plenty of takers for property near Manhattan for the right price.

On the corners of Willow and 136th Street are two homeless
shelters, one for women and one for men. They are not identified
as such, and you couldn’t guess it just from walking by. People in
the area appear to view it as a mixed blessing. A local worker who
pointed it out to me said: “Around Christmastime we give them
[homeless people] something. They used to hang around in an alley-
way by the building, but we closed it oft. I've used some of them a
couple of times to load up trucks and to clean up the snow. I give
them a couple of bucks and they’re happy.”

This is clearly a symbiotic relationship, with each group finding
ways to benefit from the shelters’ presence here and with one group
controlling behavior it doesn’t like. The worker also observes that
a number of the occupants have prison records. But even this is
mitigated by the relationships that have developed. Another man
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told me: “My gate got stuck one night. It wouldn’t close and I had
to leave it open. I came out here later at 10:30 p.m. and my heart
was in my mouth. The cops came and checked the cameras. No one
had even gone in there, much less taken anything. And they had to
know it was open. They surely saw it since it’s right next to them.”

At 780 E. 133rd Street, I enter a well-configured tavern, with
floor-to-ceiling windows and very modern, light-colored wood pan-
eling, which turns out to be attached to the Port Morris Distillery
next door. The owner, Rafael Barbosa, introduces himself to me.

“Who’s your main market?” I ask.

“New York City and anyone else who will buy what we produce.
We do focus on the Puerto Rican market. Our main item is Pi-
torro Shine. Everywhere where liquor was once illegal, people made
moonshine, and this is our special mix. The Hondurans have their
moonshine; the people in Tennessee had theirs during Prohibition.
Our history began in the seventeenth century in the mountains of
Guyama, Puerto Rico. Our moonshine was made from sugar cane
since that is a major crop in Puerto Rico, not molasses or corn mash.
While Pitorro is technically a rum, it’s stronger than the typical 80
or 90 percent proof.”

“By the way, just to understand, what’s the difference between
brewing and distilling?”

“Both require fermentation. When you’re brewing you simmer it
warm. Youre cooking it. Alcohol, which is distilled, is actually vapor
that results from a mixing and heating process. Once it hits cold air,
it condenses and becomes alcohol.”

“Why did you come to Port Morris?

“We had a different business here, which we closed, but we knew
we wanted to remain in the area. I actually grew up in Manhattan
and was the superintendent for a while of the NYCHA Frederick
Douglass Houses.”

“What’s this bridge overhead, fifty yards away?”

“That’s the Hell Gate train. It goes over that bridge. The Acela
runs by here all the time, and when it does, our distillery vibrates,

MOTT HAVEN

For general queries, contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

and that actually helps the distilling process by ‘agitating’it. We've
had people that have come here and said, ‘I saw your sign from the
train.”

I take a tour of the spanking-clean, gleaming distillery. Rafael
describes it: “We have a German-made ultra-modern copper still.
And here on the side we have an old moonshine still. It’s smaller, but
it works in a similar way and was homemade by my partner, a sheet-
metal fabricator. We don't use it anymore. It’s just a trophy piece.
'This small silver still is what you would have seen in the mountains
in the old days.”

It’s evident that Rafael takes great pride in what he does. He’s
producing a distinctive blend, similar to rum, packaging it in beau-
tiful bottles, and introducing the public to it. He’s also relating it to
his own Puerto Rican culture and that island’s rich history. Moon-
shine is often associated with Appalachia, but Puerto Rico has its
own region, history, and ways of producing alcohol. In addition,
Rafael has remained close to his New York roots by creating a busi-
ness here even as he seeks to expand his market elsewhere. Perhaps
the most important component is that he really loves what he’s
doing. It’s clear from his voice and from the fact that he uses the
finest-quality products, such as his imported copper still. To top it
off, the tavern he owns and operates next door is beautifully con-
figured, with excellent food and service. It would fit in perfectly in
the best neighborhoods of Manhattan, places like Midtown, Chel-
sea, or Murray Hill.”

MOTT HAVEN

For general queries, contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu

13



AN
N
N

s
3
5

RAE g1

WESTCHESTER Av

(A) Veterans” Memorial Garden
Fort Apache

(© La Resurreccion United Methodist Church
(D) Old Bronx Borough Courthouse

@ “Heart of the Hood” Mural

(F) Via Verde



<
E S o ’6037-
= N <
St = 3
> £ 8 5
) & a: é’
T @ ’5837 %‘3\‘&
S
QF
E
’563,
>
<
8
'_f_ A
i !
5,5287' s0
S
5]5
TSt
<
L

ress. No part of this book may be
any form by digital or mechanical
ion of the publisher.

MELROSE

THE BOUNDARIES OF MELROSE ARE,
roughly, E. 163rd Street on the north,
Prospect Avenue on the east, E. 149th
Street on the south, and Park Avenue
on the west. Melrose’s modern history
begins in the late nineteenth century,
when it was home to a substantial Ger-
man community that was anchored, in
part, by the Haffen Brewing Company.
In fact, beer gardens were quite popular
then throughout the area. Melrose also
became more urban during this period
because of the construction of the ele-
vated Third Avenue line, which was fol-
lowed by the subway line in 1904. After
World War 11, it became predominantly
Irish, Italian, Jewish, and, after 1960,
Hispanic and Black. Many will see this
pattern of ethnic succession as emblem-
atic of how the South Bronx declined,
but it’s important to remember that
for many Blacks and Hispanics, quite
a few of them working- or middle-
class, coming here was a dream come
true, a chance to escape overcrowding
in the lower-income neighborhoods of
Manhattan. That this didn’t happen is
due largely to factors that developed or
existed here and elsewhere in the city
and in other metropolises, a number of
which are discussed in the introduction.
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The central business thoroughfare is 149th Street, also known
as “the Hub.” Here, four major streets converge—149th Street
and Melrose, Willis, and Third Avenues. It’s like a Times Square
for shopping and restaurants, accessible to transportation from all
points in the Bronx and beyond. Back in the 1930s, it was also an
entertainment center, with both theaters and movie houses. The sur-
rounding streets, especially Third Avenue, are also lined with stores.
Melrose is undergoing a bit of a renaissance these days, with lots of
new affordable housing, including many one- and two-family units.
'The northern part of Melrose between 161st and 163rd Streets has
experienced quite a bit of affordable-housing construction in recent
years. This upturn in available housing, in turn, is attracting new
business investment. And it’s home to a large and still growing num-
ber of community gardens. Boricua College, an independent, private
liberal arts school, has a beautiful new building with a nice plaza
at 890 Washington Avenue near E. 162nd Street in an area called
Melrose Commons. In short, Melrose is nothing like its past repu-
tation, and the best way to appreciate that is to walk the community.
Nostalgia lovers or just people who want to combine a Yankee game
with an evening in the Bronx will find inexpensive lodging here,
too. One place that’s clean and modern is the Umbrella Hotel, at
681 Elton Avenue, where rooms can be had for about $150 a night.

I'begin my first community trip here at the Andrew Jackson Houses,
which run along Park Avenue between E. 156th and E. 158th
Streets. It’s one of five NYCHA projects in Melrose. At 158th, I turn
right, heading east. Quite a few of the old-style tenements remain
here, mostly five-story walk-ups, but the majority of structures are at-
tractive though not fancy two- and three-story brick homes. They’re
generally two- to four-family affordable housing, and there are also
apartment buildings, many with air-conditioning units for each room.
These blocks are a perfect example of the dramatic changes that have
occurred in the South Bronx. The buildings date back to the 1980s
and more recent decades. Some are, in fact, quite new. Here and there
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you can also find old private houses that go back a long way. I speak
with a young Hispanic woman who lives in a three-apartment brick
home, which she owns and rents out to two other families:

“How do you like it here?”

“Very much. It’s pretty safe and the mortgage was low, so I can
pay it. The only problem is some crime from the Andrew Jackson
Houses. And, you know, nothing is ever 100 percent safe. It’'s New
York,” she says, with a resigned shrug.

Regardless, I think to myself, this is a great improvement from
the lunar landscape of burnt-out hulks of apartment buildings and
empty lots that typified this area in the seventies and eighties. And
yet, in a reminder that this community isn’t crime free, many of the
low-story houses still have bars on the windows, most of which were
put in during the 1980s.

On 158th, east of Courtlandt Avenue, I see, on my right, opposite
a long row of beautiful townhouses, the Veterans’ Memorial Garden,
also called the Courtlandt Avenue Association. I walk in through
the unlocked gate in the back and meet an older Puerto Rican man,
a volunteer, who's doing spring-cleaning. He greets me and says: “In
the summertime it’s gonna be real nice. We’re growing green pep-
pers and eggplants. Then we give them away to the people who live
around here. Here we have chickens, which lay big beautiful brown
eggs. These cost money. My daughter, she pay eight dollars for a
dozen in the store. And here we have apple trees and a peach tree.”

The place is quite attractive, with colorful little fences, wishing
wells, and other decorative items that blend in nicely with the garden.
There’s also a memorial to Puerto Rican war veterans in the form of
two polished wooden benches with backs and a table in the middle.
'This is, in fact, a point of pride in the Puerto Rican communities. In
many ways they are immigrants like Dominicans, El Salvadorans,
Mexicans, and other groups, but there’s one huge difference: because
Puerto Rico is a territory of the United States, they are full citizens
and therefore serve in the US armed forces, which they do with great
pride. Many of the homes are owned by Puerto Ricans and fly Puerto
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Rican, American, and armed forces flags, and it’s the same in many
of the community gardens in their communities.

“Do you live around here?” I ask the volunteer.

“No, I don't. I live on 151st Street.”

“How long does it take you to get here?”

“Ten minutes. I live there thirty-two years.”

It’s interesting that in his mind, a ten-minute walk is not consid-
ered “around here.” What it reveals is the relative nature of distances.
In a more spread-out area, ten minutes would mean nothing, but the
density of the Bronx in terms of population makes each block seem
much farther away. The Bronx is, in fact, the third most densely pop-
ulated county in the country. Two blocks away, and certainly seven,
can be another world, given how many people live on each block.
This concentration has a way of reducing the feeling of community
to that of a block or two.

On the next cross street, Melrose Avenue, I see a nice-looking
red-brick apartment building called the Peter Cintron Houses, with
air-conditioning units beneath every window and an entrance on
E. 158th Street. A replica building is next to it on E. 157th Street.
Attractive-looking retail outlets take up the first floor—a nail salon,
barbershop, insurance business, and an embroidery store. The setup
reminds me of a typical block on gentrified Frederick Douglass
Boulevard in Harlem, though the community isn’t nearly as safe.
Entering the embroidery store I learn about high-priced hats called
“distressed hats,” meaning they have loose threads to make them
look old. “I have hats like that that look old because they gor old,”
I joke. “But don't worry; I'm not in this business.” The Peter Cintron
Houses looks pretty plain inside, no frills, but it’s clean and well
maintained—not surprising, as it’s a NYC Housing Development
Corporation building intended for lower-income wage earners look-
ing for affordable rental housing.

Farther down, at 416 E. 158th, I see a pretty private house with
an oval wooden sign on which is carved a Native American with
feathers. Beneath it are the words “Fort Apache.” That was the
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famous moniker given to a nearby police precinct back in the “wild
west” days when chaos ruled in the South Bronx. The Fort Apache
precinct was a grim place surrounded by streets where violence was
commonplace. But so many years have gone by that it’s now simply
a reminder that those days are thankfully no more.I see three more
community gardens near each other on various blocks and realize
that they represent a cottage industry, all of them run and funded
by the city with the intention of beautifying the area and giving
residents pride in where they live.

On Elton Avenue and E. 156th Street, I stand in front of the La
Resurreccion United Methodist Church. The architecture is Gothic,
with bright red-painted bricks and white stone, arched stained-glass
windows, and a rose window, all very quaint-looking. Established in
1878 to serve the German community that had settled here, it’s still
in good condition. Amidst all the modern housing it’s a bit incon-
gruous, though it can serve to remind people that the Bronx has a
long history and that this nineteenth-century house of worship was
constructed just after the Bronx first became a part of New York City.

At Third Avenue I turn left and in one block, where it meets
E. 159th Street on an angle, I see the 42nd Police Precinct, a
typical-looking precinct structure from the old days. This isn't Fort
Apache; that was the adjacent precinct, the 41st. Yet it has an im-
portant place in another sense, as an older cop explains to me: “We
have tour buses, Greyhound buses, coming from all over the world,
practically every day, especially from Spain. Over there, when they
go to college, they have to see the movie Fort Apache. They want to
see the South Bronx, and especially Fort Apache. The problem is,
when they did the movie about it, they had to film part of it here
because their building over on Simpson Street was too small. So
the tourists come here, and we let them inside to look around a bit.”

'The film, starring Paul Newman, appeared in 1981, despite objec-
tions by Bronx leaders about how it would damage the borough’s rep-
utation. Predictably, not everyone’s happy about the tour buses. Sam
Goodman, a city planner in the Bronx Borough President’s office, tells
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me that many locals resent these tours because they remind people of
how bad things once were. This was also the case with Harlem, but
once Harlem became more gentrified, the resentment died down.

“Would you say that this community is safe today?”I ask the officer.

He appears a bit dubious as he responds: “It’s a lot better now
than back then. You can walk safely in the daytime, and even at
night if you're careful and know how to walk the city at night—you
know, take precautions.”

“Do these nicer buildings make the area safer?”

“Somewhat. People care more about the community when it’s
nicer, but remember, when you take an apartment, you're living next
to somebody with Section 8, unemployed most likely, and that could
be a problem.”

To the right of the police station, at 513 E. 161st Street is a
still magnificent-looking white building created between 1905 and
1914 in the Beaux-Arts style. It’s known as the Old Bronx Borough
Courthouse. Today, it’s been gutted from the inside, and the outside
could use a makeover. Still, it’s well worth seeing for its external
granite stone architecture, which includes an impressive statue of
Lady Justice, flanked by two giant Tuscan columns. While the inside
may be put to commercial use, with offices or a community facility,
the exterior, a national and New York City landmark, will remain
in place for the foreseeable future.

From here, I walk south down Brook Avenue as it crosses Third
Avenue. After a block, on 159th Street, I see on the left a tall, impos-
ing Gothic-style cathedral, Saints Peter and Paul’s Church, founded
in 1932. It’s an outstanding structure, made of rectangular gray and
brown stone in different sizes, with a very ornate entranceway. The
statues of Jesus and other holy figures, along with an exquisitely de-
signed rose window, definitely merit a look. All in all, it’s reminiscent
of the types of Catholic cathedrals you see in Europe. The parochial
school building, founded in 1912, with the separate “Boys” and “Girls”
entrance signs is still there, but today it’s a charter school. I make a left
on 159th Street and in one block turn right on to St. Ann’s Avenue.
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Old Bronx Borough Courthouse

At 156th Street I make a left and go east one block, up a hill.
Turning right on Eagle Avenue, I see on the right side of the street
an amazing collection of ten old, mostly brick houses, built around
1901. They are painted in a rainbow of bright colors—yellow, blue,
red, gold, gray, et cetera. They have arched doorways and windows
and are two stories high. One woman, a Honduran lady, has lived
here for at least half a century. On each side of her home, atop a
brick pillar, is a gorgeously designed stone or granite gnome. Three
signs with arrows near the home’s entrance point to the house. One
says “gone fishing,” a second sign reads “gone paddling,” and a third
claims “gone surfing.”I speak with William, a friendly Puerto Rican,
who’s just entering the house next door.
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“Excuse me, but can you tell me about these houses, please?
'They’re so unusual-looking.”

“Sure. I bought mine ten years ago and I paid 150K for it. Today,
it goes for more than half a million. There are three bedrooms on the
first floor and three on the second floor and I rent out the basement.”

“What's it like to live here?”

“It’s the best. You won't find a nicer block in the Bronx. It’s very
quiet and very safe. All the people on this block, they look out for
each other. We are friends and it’s a real community. And the police
patrol here regularly too. We know them and they know us.”

I wouldn't say that these are the nicest houses in the borough,
but what matters is he thinks they are, and the reality is that in this
community they are among the prettiest. There is a feeling of peace-
fulness here because traffic is practically nonexistent and the street
is sort of hidden away. At one point, Eagle Avenue has its own little
bridge as it crosses high above 158th Street, thus leaving the visitor a
bit mystified as to how to access it. I found it on a map, but because
I was driving, it took a little while before I figured out how to get
there, given the numerous one-way streets here. Gentrifiers would
probably find this an ideal home because it’s quaint and only a few
minutes from the Jackson Avenue subway station. The only problem
is that most of the stock available here is affordable housing for low-
wage earners. And with so few houses, there isn't much incentive
for entrepreneurs to create the stores and shops—restaurants, cafes,
boutiques, and the like—that gentrifiers like. Regardless, seeing
these homes is worth the trip.

Just as 'm leaving I ask another Puerto Rican homeowner about
his Yankees hat: “I see you have a Yankee hat, but it’s not the usual
navy blue; it’s a camouflage color. How come?” “My son got it for me
as a present,” he replies. “When he told a friend who makes hats that
I was a war veteran, the guy decided to make me an army camouflage
hat. I love it.” This gift combines two loves of many Puerto Ricans,
their patriotism for the United States, which has given them special
standing among the many groups who have immigrated here, plus
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their love affair with the Bronx Bombers in the borough with the
largest Puerto Rican population in the city. Yet it’s more than what
they do for the Yankees by supporting them. It what the Yankees
do for the Puerto Ricans here by deciding to remain in the Bronx,
even as their well-heeled fans must make the trip from Westchester,
Manhattan, and towns in New Jersey and Connecticut to see them
play. And when the Yankees doubled down by building the new
stadium only a few blocks away—in the South Bronx, at that—they
sent yet another message: that the Bronx is their true home. These
two considerations are strengthened even more when Puerto Ricans
get discount tickets to the games because they are veterans.

From here it’s back down the hill to St. Ann’s, a quick right and
a left onto 157th Street. Just beyond Melrose Avenue I see a mural
dedicated to the memory of a Hispanic-looking man named Cisco,
who died in 2016 at the age of thirty-seven. The colors are mostly
red, green, black, and tan. An inscription reads “Heart of the Hood.”
I also see dice and rolls of hundred-dollar bills. Perhaps he enjoyed
shooting craps. On the right in big red letters framed against a white
background are the dates of his life—1978-2016. There’s also a parch-
ment scroll drawing on which are the words: “Money come & go,
but Legends Live Forever.” I chat with two Hispanic men who live
near the mural. They tell me that Cisco was shot to death one night
as he walked home. I think to myself, at least people did something
to remember him. In fact, the Bronx has hundreds of such murals.

As it turns out, there’s more to the story, but I learned that only
because the New York Times chose to make a major story out of it as
an example of what life can be like here. As it turned out, Francisco
Perez, a.k.a. Cisco, was a street-level heroin dealer who did business
at Melrose and 157th for many years. He had expensive tastes, as
if to make up for an impoverished life as a child, born to a mother
who used heroin and died when Cisco was thirteen and a father
whose name he did not even know. Then, as he approached middle
age, he advised young people not to follow his path and to choose
honest work instead. But it was too late for him. He kept dealing
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and met his end at the hands of rival drug dealers, his body riddled
with bullets. There are still plenty of people here whose lives revolve
around drugs, but thankfully they are fewer in number. These murals
remind us of how bad things once were. I ask the men about the
community and receive an instructive response.

“It’s better than before. People are living in nicer places. But it’s
still a lot of the same bad people. Look, a girl was taken to the roof
of the Andrew Jackson Houses two blocks away last week and raped.
Of course, nothing’s ever really safe in New York. And the only
project I know that’s safe is the Roberto Clemente Houses in Wil-
liamsburg where the Jews [read: Hasidim] live. They can keep their
baby carriages in the lobby and no one will steal them.” Underlying
this is the resigned view that in a big city you can'’t feel completely
safe anywhere, even in a safe community.

My trip ends on a somewhat hopeful note as I visit the award-
winning Via Verde development at Brook Avenue near 156th Street.
It’s one of a number of LEED (Leadership in Energy and En-
vironmental Design)-certified apartment buildings in the Bronx.
It’s a beautiful group of buildings that emphasize healthy living
as the rationale for much of its design. Health is a major issue in
lower-income communities, where obesity, asthma, and poor diets
are common. There are ceiling fans in the hope that people will
limit their use of air conditioners, along with rooftop gardens, plus
a health education and fitness center. The buildings are configured
in a way that allows maximum use of sunlight. At the broader level
there’s a South Bronx nonprofit organization called Nos Quedamos,
or We Stay, dedicated to supporting ideas about healthy and sus-
tainable community growth. Its members consist of business people,
homeowners, and residents in general. Groups like this make an
emphatic statement that people are determined to improve their
neighborhood and infuse it with new life.

I visited Via Verde and was impressed by the way it looked.
But appearances don’t always tell the whole story. I speak with one
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Hispanic resident, a professional with small children, who tells me
that there are problems.

“Look, it’s a nice place, but that isn’t enough. You need profes-
sionals to plan activities that bring people together. Without that
you don't have a community. You see, 'm an owner and I'm friendly
with other people who own their apartments. And then you have
renters who live on the other side of the development. We have
nothing to do with them, but some of us would like to meet them.
But there’s no vehicle through which to do it.”

“Have you asked management to try to make something happen
socially through programs?”

“Yes, but they haven't done it yet. Hopefully they will. But that’s
not the big problem. What’s bothering me and others is that just a
few blocks from here, they’re building a facility for people with HIV-
related illnesses, and we are very concerned about what this will do to
the community. And then there’s the fact that Rikers Island is being
broken up. It’s moving into different communities in New York City.
And one of the new facilities is going to be ten blocks from here.”

She’s right, unfortunately. Via Verde, built with the best of in-
tentions, cannot fight city hall, as they say. These decisions will pro-
voke protests, and the projects may be scaled down but probably
not enough to have much of an effect on community stability. In a
sense, history is repeating itself as city officials, looking for an easy
solution, place controversial projects into communities that don't
have the clout to resist. Unfortunately, the South Bronx is one of
those places. The tragedy is that “solutions” like this dash the hopes
of so many people who have made enormous efforts to reinvent the
borough into an attractive location for working- and middle-class
people. The same goes for gentrifiers, who have begun moving into
neighboring Mott Haven. But Melrose is different in this regard.
In addition to what has already been said, the city has bought up so
much of the land that developers who want to attract market-rate
buyers have little to offer them.
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THE BOUNDARIES OF CONCOURSE ARE
E. 170th Street on the north, Webster
and Park Avenues on the east, E. 149th
Street on the south, and the Harlem
River on the west. As the map shows,
this large area is divided into three
subsections, Concourse Village, Con-
course East, and Concourse West. The
first contains an area that is home to
many employees of the court system
and people who are employed at Yan-
kee Stadium, along with thousands of
other local residents. It is said to be gen-
trifying, revolving especially around the
Grand Concourse, with its nicer apart-
ments and parks, and that may turn out
to be the case. It’s also important to note
that Black and Hispanic gentrifiers are
choosing to live here just as much as
white gentrifiers. In short, gentrifiers can
®) Thomas Gardens come from many backgrounds. It also
River Avenue helps that the Grand Concourse, from

Skateboard Park 153rd Street to 167th, has been desig-

Macombs Dam Park e .
© CIEOMBS =AM FAT nated a historic district.® As it happens,
(D) Executive Towers

® “Fish Building”
(F) Bettes Rose Garden

(G Daughters of Jacob
(Geriatric Center)
() Andrew Freedman Home many lower-income residents and tend

the name Concourse Village also applies
to a New York State Mitchell-Lama de-
velopment located in this section. The
other two parts of the community have

(D) Lorelei Fountain in to resemble the demographics of the
Joyce Kilmer Park South Bronx in general.
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The history of this area follows the familiar cycle of succession.
First, Native Americans lived here, then the Dutch, followed by the
British, and then after the Revolutionary period, the Americans
have ruled the roost. For a good part of the nineteenth century, the
Morris family owned much of the land. After the development of
transportation in the form of rail and subway lines, the population
greatly expanded. Irish, Germans, Jews, and Italians were the major
ethnic groups who settled here. In the late 1950s and 1960s the
community became home to Hispanics and Blacks, and in the early
1970s a period of steep decline began as the poverty caused by lack
of opportunity led to crime, drugs, and abandonment of buildings
by landlords. Even established complexes like Executive Towers on
the Concourse felt the effects, and the prices of apartments there
went down accordingly.

Beginning with the twenty-first century, crime began to decline
throughout the city, and this community became more attractive
to middle-class professionals. Some liked the charm of the older
Grand Concourse buildings; others were enticed by new housing
developments. Also, the designation of sixty-one older apartment
buildings along the Concourse as landmarks gave the community a
certain degree of cachet. It was also part of a changing perspective
by a newer generation of New Yorkers who welcomed diversity so
long as their communities were safe. Many of today’s residents come
from outside the area—journalists, lawyers, businesspeople, and the
like—and they are a multicultural group who wish to take advantage
of easy access to Manhattan, lower rents, and the new stores that
have been sprouting in response to this change. The area that has
shifted the most in this direction is Concourse Village, but there has
been some spillover to the edges of the Concourse East and West
areas. These two portions, however, are not affluent on the whole,
and it remains to be seen what will transpire there.

One anchor of the community is Yankee Stadium, which attracts
millions of visitors annually to that immediate area. This keeps the
area “in play” as a possible community to live in. Another is the
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numerous courthouses and administrative buildings associated with
them. There’s also the Bronx Museum of the Arts, another attrac-
tion that enhances the community’s reputation. Hostos Community
College, part of the CUNY system, serves the local population and
beyond and is situated on the Grand Concourse at E. 149th Street.
It’s named after Eugenio Maria de Hostos, a Puerto Rican educator.
Most of its students are Hispanic, and it brings cultural access to
the local community through its well-regarded Center for the Arts,
which includes an excellent art gallery and which has been offering
programs for the students and the community for decades.

The major parks include Joyce Kilmer, Franz Sigel, Macombs
Dam, and Mullaly Parks, quite a few for one community, all of them
with much to offer and well-maintained. Crime has gone down
quite a bit in recent years and it is one of the safer parts of the
South Bronx. The major thoroughfares are the Grand Concourse;
Jerome, River, Morris, and Webster Avenues; and 170th, 167th, and
161st Streets. Jerome, Inwood, and Cromwell Avenues are indus-
trial streets, with Jerome specializing in automobile-related shops—
body work, radiators, alignments, tires, spare parts, et cetera. In fact,
people come here from everywhere in the tristate area to have their
cars repaired at cut-rate prices.

CONCOURSE VILLAGE

I peek inside the lobby of 750 Grand Concourse near E. 156th
Street, an Art Deco structure entered via a steel door with glass
bricks on the side that allow light to flow into the lobby. It has a
terrazzo floor, with panels in the shape of palm leaves. The lobby
is in the round, encircling a large pillar. It’s pretty well preserved.
There’s a seat and desk for a security guard or concierge, but no
one’s there. Maybe they’re literally out to lunch. I've gained entry
by following someone else in who apparently doesn't think I'm a
mugger. When you're my age you're invisible, a distinct advantage
when doing fieldwork.
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Next, I stop in at 840 Grand Concourse. A walk-up complex,
built in 1923, it was considered one of the first examples of what
we consider garden apartments. Also called Thomas Gardens, it’s
named after Andrew Thomas, the landscape architect who laid
out the elaborate gardens. Sam Goodman, an urban planner in the
Bronx borough president’s office, is with me for part of the time as I
explore the Concourse areas. Extremely knowledgeable about many
aspects of the borough, he weighs in here.

“This building, like many in this area, is shaped in the form of an
H. It has cross-ventilation, meaning windows letting in air on both
sides, as opposed to the Lower East Side, which didn’t have this sort
of layout. The market was working-class families, and it was funded
by John D. Rockefeller Jr., one of the few complexes financed by him
in the Bronx. A long time ago, there was a brook running through
it, with Japanese fish in it and a little bridge going over it.”

My next stop is 888 Grand Concourse, an Art Deco gem, on
the southeast corner of E. 161st Street. The New York Times writer
Constance Rosenblum has penned an outstanding book about the
Grand Concourse, with its six lanes for cars and promenades for
walkers. Her description of this building in her volume, Boulevard
of Dreams, is as good as any I've seen: “a medley of curves, scallops
and concave spaces executed in polished black granite, bronze, stain-
less steel, marble mosaic, and gold stripes that was unique on the
boulevard.” Some of the designs aren’t so clearly defined after all
these years, but there’s still enough worth seeing, and there’s even
talk about restoring parts of it. I would add that mirrors surround
the lobby, with its round ceiling-light fixtures, and there’s a huge
golden bowl in the center of the lobby made from mosaic tiles of
the same color.

Crossing 161st Street, I pass, on the northeast corner, what was
once the finest hotel in the Bronx, the Concourse Plaza Hotel.
Today, it’s a housing complex for low-income senior citizens. What
was at one time an elegant ballroom is now an open-air space, with
some trees and benches for the residents. On the west side of the

(continued...)
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American Institute of Architects Guide to
New York City, 35,198, 204

American Museum of Natural History,
xvi—xvii, 71, 118-19

American Revolution. See Revolution-
ary War

Amtrak, xii, 300, 308, 309

Andrew Freedman Home, xxiii, 26,
45-46

Andrew Jackson Houses, 16, 24

Ann & Tony’s, 148

Anna Artuso’s Pastry Shop, 230

Anna’s Place, 240, 249

Ann Devenney House, 746, 151-52

Applebec’s, 48,313

Aqueduct Walk, 134,136, 137

Archer, John, 155

Architectural League of New York, 216

aromatherapy, 268

arson, 4, 55,69, 73,77,87,129

art. See murals; museums; sculptures

Art Deco building, Bogart Avenue and
Morris Park Avenue, 298, 303, 303
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Art Deco style, xx, 29, 30, 35, 74,113,
116,120, 126, 129, 287-88, 303

Arthur, Chester, 148

Arthur Avenue Retail Market, 746, 149,
150

Art Moderne style, 126,129, 287, 337

Aruba, 243

Ashton, Dore, 342

Asians, 192,253,278

Assemblies of God Christian Church,
54,56

Assemblies of God churches (Morris
Park), 301

Augustinian Fathers, 136

Ava’s Rain Florist, 375

Avitabile Deli, 229-30

bagpipes, 356

bakeries, 59, 219, 230, 276-79, 388

Bambaataa, Afrika, 327

Bancroft, Ann, 223

Bandidos, 207

Bangladeshis, xxii, 138, 169, 174, 323,
336,381, 384,386-88

Bank of the United States, 69

Barbarossa, Theodore, 315

Barbosa, Rafael, xii, 12-13

Bardot, Brigitte, 296

Barger, Raymond Granville, 315-16

Barile, Joe, 304

Barretto Point Park, 54, 56, 64-65

Barrymore, Ethel, 8

Barrymore, Lionel, 218

bars and taverns, xii, xxv, 12—13, 222,
229-31,360-61. See also beer gardens;
music and nightlife

Bartow-Pell Mansion, 234, 370, 377-79

Basilio, Carmen, 292

Bastone, Frankie and Johnny, 310

Battaglia’s Market, 284, 294-95

Baychester. See Eastchester and
Baychester

Bayview restaurant, 355

Beame, Abraham, 73

Beautiful Mind, A (film), 164

Beaux-Arts style, 20, 74,113,199

Beckford, William, 218

INDEX

Bedford Park, 169-79; crime and safety,
170; ethnic groups, 169-70, 172,
174-76; famous people, 171, 173;
history, xxii—xxiii, 169; housing, 169;
map, 168; parks, 170; religious life,
170-75; schools, 169-70, 174,176-77

Bedford Park Congregational Church,
168,170

Bedford Park Presbyterian Church,
174-75

Bedford Park Seventh Day Adventist
Church, 170

beer gardens, 15, 348

Bellevue Hospital, xi

Bell Tower Park, 205

Belmont, 42, 147-53; crime and safety,
148, 151-52; ethnic groups, xxi,
147-49; famous people, 148; food and
drink, 148-49, 151, 152; gentrifica-
tion, 149, 152-53; history, 147-48,;
housing, 149; map, 146—47; music and
nightlife, 151; parks, 152; reputation,
147; tourism, 149, 151

Belmont Stakes, 169, 192,299

Benzaquen, Yair, 219-20

Berkowitz, David (“Son of Sam”), 325

Berlin, Irving, 237

Berman, Marshall, 108

Bernadette, Saint, 172, 288

Bertine, Edward, 6

Bertine Historic District, 2, 5-6, 5

Bette’s Rose Garden, 26, 38

Bhutanese, xvii, 120, 126

Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park,
346,360

Bissel, Israel, 248

Bissel Gardens, 238, 248, 249

Black Panthers, 49

Black Power, 87

Black Rock Farm, 338

Black Spades, xv, 324

Blessed Mary Convent, 290-91

Blessed Sacrament Church and School,
318

Blige, Mary J., 199

Block, Adriaen, 335

blockbusting, 4, 162
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Bloods (gang), 353

Bloomberg, Michael, 143

Blowing in the Wind (sculpture), 238,
240

Boas, Franz, xvi, 118

bocce, 152

bodegas, 62,112, 114,128,136, 301, 337

Bonanno, Joseph, 351

Bonilla, Eli, 70-71

Boricua College, 16

Botanica Mama Kengue, 238, 242-46

bottle and can redemption, 1036

bowling, 260-61

Brendan, Saint, 187-88

breweries, xi—xii, 9-10, 15

British, 28,111, 117, 125, 155, 181, 203,
227,239,252,285,348,381,397

Bronck, Jonas, xxxv, 3, 4

Bronx: beauty, xviii—xx; community sense,
xx—xxii, xxxii, 18; crime and safety, ix,
xxi, xxiii—xxiv, xxxi, 32; ethnic groups,
xv—xvii, xxi, 117; famous people,
xxxiv; future, xxiv—xxix; gentrification,
Xiii—=xv, xxiv—xxix, xxxiii—xxxiv, 48—49;
history, x—xi, xiv—xviii, xxxv, 117; hope,
x—xiv, 25, 46, 66-67, 71, 73; housing,
ix; industry, xxvi; map, vi; oldest sur-
viving structure, 224; overview, ix—x;
population, 18, 48-49, 118; reputation,
ix—x, xxiii—xxiv; surprises, xxii—xxiii.
See also East Bronx; South Bronx;
‘West Bronx

Bronx Blockbusters, 754, 162

Bronx Borough Hall, 90

Bronx Brewery, xi—xii, 3, 9-10

BronxCare Health System, 113

Bronx Community College, xix, 140-42

Bronx County Historical Society, 162,
189,234

Bronx County Jail, 33

Bronx Courthouse, 31

Bronxdale. See Pelham Parkway and
Pelham Gardens

Bronxdale Houses, xiii, xv, 322-24

Bronx High School of Science, 170

Bronx Indoor Paddleball Courts, 336

Bronx Kill, 3

Bronx Market, 48

Bronx mural, 57-58, 58

Bronx Museum of the Arts, 29, 33,
34-35,122

Bronx Opera House, 8

Bronx Park, xviii, 283, 286, 300

Bronx River, xviii, xxxv, 55, 56, 62—63, 69,
95-97,102, 155,189, 263,319, 331

Bronx River Houses, xv, 325

Bronx River Park, 276, 286

Bronx River Parkway, 88, 263, 275, 276,
283, 285, 286,299, 300

Bronx River Soldier (statue), 189

Bronx River waterfall, xviii, 87, 95, 96, 97

Bronx Times, 281

Bronx Veterans Museum, 304—7

Bronx Victory Memorial, 370, 377

Bronx Wanderers, 151

Bronx Zoo, xviii, xxiii, 57, 94-95, 97, 147,
199, 234, 255,283

bronze chair (sculpture), 380, 386

Bruce Lee mural, 274, 282

Bruckner Expressway, 7, 56, 60, 319, 322,
329,339,348, 364,371

Brust Park, 205

Bruxelle’s Lounge, 280-81

Bryan Park, 159

Burns, George, 156

buses, 151-52, 252, 314, 330, 335, 353,
359-60, 394

Bussing family, 181

Butler Memorial United Methodist
Church, 264

Butterfield 8 (film), 397

Byzantine Revival style, 389

Cambodians, 126, 181

Campagna, Anthony, 216
Canizzaro, Sal, 305

Caraballo, Jose, 164

Caribbean Islands, 239, 242
Carmen Torres Group Daycare, 163
Carnegie, Andrew, 59

Caro, Robert, 108

Caroll Street mural, 396, 402
Carter, Jimmy, 69, 71,73

Cary Leeds Tennis Center, xiii, 68, 75
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Castle Hill, 335-44; crime and safety,
335,339, 341; ethnic groups, xxii, 316,
335-36, 341; famous people, 338-39;
food and drink, 335-36; history, 335;
housing, 336-37, 339, 341; industry,
336; map, 334, music and nightlife,
343; parks and playgrounds, 341-42;
schools, 336; shopping, 335

Castle Hill Houses, 339

Catholics, xxiii, 6, 20, 122, 138-40,
164,170-74,183,186-88, 193,
217-18, 227,228, 229,233,242, 243,
245-46, 253,254, 288-90, 295-96,
348,349, 354-55,362,375-76,381,
389,397

Cedar Park, 134, 142-44

cemeteries, 95, 236-37, 364, 399-400

Central Bronx, 73

Central Park, 205

Chance, Larry, 44

Channing, William Ellery, 142

Charles, Anna, 240

Charlie’s Steakhouse, 6

Chevra Linas Hazedek Synagogue, 327

Chiffons, 325

Chinese, 153, 204

Chinese food, 7,242,267, 335, 398

Chocolate Place, 298,301-2

Christ Church, 204

Christmas House, 285, 295-96

Church of St. Philip Neri, 170-71,173

Church of the Blessed Sacrament,
323-24, 324

Ciccarone Park, 746,152

Cicciu, Joseph, 41-43

cigar lounges, 149, 209-10, 221, 326-27

Circle Line, 111

City College of New York, 37, 62, 82, 93,
261,388,399

City Island, 394, 397-402; community
sense, 401; crime and safety, 397,
401; ethnic groups, 397; food and
drink, 397-98, 401-2; history, 397,
401; housing, 398-99; industry, 397;
map, 396; murals, 402; schools, 400;
shopping, 402; tourism, 397, 401

City Island Diner, 401

INDEX

City Island Nautical Museum, 396,
400-401

civil rights movement, 122, 270

Civil War, 349

Claremont Mansion, 102

Claremont Park, xviii, 99-102, 99, 103

Clason Point Park, 341-42

Clinton, Hillary, 374

Clock Tower, 6

Cohen, Myron, 343

Cold Crush Brothers, 49, 133

Collector Cave, 370, 37274, 373

College of Mount St. Vincent, 202,
217-18

Collegiate Gothic style, 82,176,253

Colombians, 335

colonial style, 234, 280, 290-91, 356. See
also Dutch colonial style; Spanish
colonial style

Columbus Day Parade, 299

community gardens, 16-19, 65, 162-63,
248,394-95

Concourse, 27-53; Concourse East, 27,
28, 33-45; Concourse Village, 27-33;
Concourse West, 27, 28, 45-53; crime
and safety, 28-29, 33, 37, 38, 50;
ethnic groups, xv, xxii, 27-28, 39—44;
famous people, 33, 37, 38, 44, 49; food
and drink, 47-48; gardens, 30, 38, 50;
gentrification, 27, 37, 48; history, xxiii,
28, 40-45; housing, 28, 30, 34-35, 37;
industry, 29; map, 26—27; murals, xv,
33-35, 36; parks and playgrounds, 29,
31-33, 50-51; religious life, 40—44;
schools, 29, 38; shopping, 33, 48

Concourse Plaza Hotel, 30, 51

Confederacy, 349

Congregation Beth Abraham, 320

Congregation Netzach Yisrael B'nai
Yaakov, 56

Congregation Sons of Israel, 91

Connor, Bull, 122

Conti’s Pastry Shop, 301

Co-op City, 252,313,316, 324, 348,
391-95; community gardens, 394-95;
community sense, 391; crime and
safety, 394; ethnic groups, 392-94;
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history, 392; housing, 391, 393, 395;
map, 390; shopping, 391, 393

cooperative housing, 200, 283, 320, 358,
391-95. See also Co-op City

Coughlan, Mary, 223

Courtlandt Avenue Association, 17

cricket, 266

crime and safety, ix, xxi, xxiii—xxiv, xxxi,
xxxiii, 4, 6, 7, 11-12, 17, 20, 22-24,
28-29,32,33,37,38,49, 50, 56-57,
65-66,69,72,77-78,80-82, 87-88,
91,94,97,99-101, 111, 112, 114-15,
128,132, 143-44,148,151-52,
156-59,162,170, 182,192,198, 204,
228,239,247, 252,255-56,258, 261,
264, 276,286,300, 314, 319, 320,
323-24,326,329-31, 335, 339, 341,
348,352-53,366,371,381,387,394,
397,401, 405-6. See also drugs; Mafia

Crosby Stop Pizza, 372

Cross Bronx Expressway, 69, 73,77, 78,
79, 87-88, 90,99, 108, 111, 126, 320,
335-38

cross-cultural contact, 42-43, 56-57, 261,
293, 336, 386-88, 392-94

Crotona Park, xiii, xviii, 33, 69, 78

Crotona Park East, 69-75; community
sense, 72; crime and safety, 69, 72;
ethnic groups, 69; famous people, 69,
71, 73; food and drink, 71; history, 69;
housing, 69, 71-74; map, 68—69; parks,
69; reputation, 69, 71; schools, 74

Croton Aqueduct, 136. See also New
Croton Aqueduct

Croton Reservoir, 111,178

Cruise, Tom, 33

Cubans, 192

Cunningham, Linda, 240

currency, 66

Curtiss, Glenn, 308

Cushman, Charlotte, xix, 142

Daitch Milk Company, 37

Daughters of Jacob (Geriatric Center),
xv, 27,38-44

Daughters of the American Revolution,
193

Depression, 45, 70, 91, 332

Derfner Judaica Museum, 217

Devenney, Ann, 151-52

DeVoe Park, 170

DeWitt Clinton High School, 170

Diallo, Amadou, 196, 328

Diaz, Ruben, Jr., 323

Di Blasio, Bill, 143

DiCostanzo, Crescenzo (Chris), Jr.,
305-7

DiNapoli, Gene, 44

DiNardo, Richie, 304

DJ Jazzy Jay, 327

DJ Kool Here, xv, 133

dogs, xxx, 7, 182, 330-31, 406. Sec also
pit bulls

Dolan, Owen, 384

Dominicans, 17, 88, 149, 156, 169, 181,
191-92, 210, 222, 239, 264, 275, 278,
292-93, 319, 335, 336, 388

Dominick’s, 148

Dominick’s Pizzeria, 280

Don Luis VIP Cigars, 326-27

Dream Station, 267

Dr. Soul (Foster McElroy), 49

drugs, xxi, xxili—xxiv, 6, 23-24, 28, 32, 38,
49,56,77,82,87,90,91,114, 116,
143,144,162-63,198, 254,327, 329,
383,406

Dutch, 28, 69,111,117, 125,155, 203,
227,239,252,285,348,371, 381

Dutch colonial style, 375, 382

East Bronx, x, xv

Eastchester and Baychester, 251-61;
community sense, xx—xxi; crime and
safety, 252, 255-56, 258, 261; ethnic
groups, 252, 253; history, 251; housing,
252-54,256-58, 258; industry, 257;
map, 250-51; parks, 252, 254-56, 259;
schools, 253; shopping, 252, 259

Eastchester Bay, xx, 348, 360, 397

Eastchester Houses, 276

East New York, 128

East River, x, 3, 9, 55, 64, 319, 331,
341-43, 347,350

Eberson, John, 156
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Ebony Dukes G.C., 49

Ecclesia Catolica, 138—40

Ecuadorians, 88,181, 335

Eden, Rachel, 99

Edenwald Houses, 101, 264

Edison, Thomas, 142

Eichmann, Adolf, 214

Eighth Regiment Armory, 194

Electric Boat Company, xvii, 363

Electric Storage Battery Company, xvii,
362

Ellington, Duke, 237

El Museo del Barrio, 164

El Salvadorans, 17

Emanuel Pentecostal Faith Baptist
Church, 328

Emanuel Synagogue, 328

Emerald Isle Immigration Center, 226,
235

Emilio’s (Belmont), 148

Emilio’s (Morris Park), 304

Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), 231

Escher, Maurits, 304

ethnic groups. See ethnic groups by name;
cross-cultural contact; immigrants

ethnography, xxix—xxx, 29, 83, 1067,
186,353

Ewen Park, 205

Executive Towers, xiii, 26, 28, 33, 34

Exler, Steven, 212

exorcisms, xxiii, 139-40

F&J Pine Restaurant, 310-11

FALN (Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion
Nacional), 66

famous people, xxxiv. See also under
individual communities

Fantasia (sculpture and fountain), 312,
315-16,315

Fat Joe, 84

Federal style, 10

Fedex, xiii

Feiffer, Jules, 325

Ferry Point Park, xviii, 365, 368

ferry service, xxvii, 300, 317, 329-30, 333,
335,342

INDEX

Fieldston School, 204,218-19

fieldwork. See ethnography

First Glorious Church, §6,91-93

First Presbyterian Church of Williams-
bridge, 262,270-71

“Fish Building,” 26, 35, 36

fishing, 63, 397

Fleesak, Margaret, 117

Fleetwood, 33, 37

flu, xvi, 119

Fonthill Castle, 218

Food Universe Marketplace, 71

Fordham, 155-67; community garden,
162-63; crime and safety, 156-59,
162; ethnic groups, 156; famous
people, 156, 160; gangs, 158-59;
history, 155-56; housing, 160, 165;
map, 154-55; parks, 159-60, 162, 165;
religious life, 156; schools, 155, 160,
164-66; shopping, 159

Fordham, Rachel, 400

Fordham Manor, 125

Fordham Museum of Greek, Etruscan,
and Roman Art, 164-65

Fordham Preparatory School, 311

Fordham University, 151,153, 155, 160,
164

Fort Apache (film), ix, 19-20

Fort Apache (41st Police Precinct), 74,
18-19,57

Fort Schuyler, 347, 356,357,358

Fox, Jeff, 211

Fox Hall, 54, 60

Francis, Bill, 92-94

Franklin, Aretha, 237

Franz Sigel Park, 29, 31

Fratelli’s, 294

Frederick Douglass houses, 12

Freedman, Andrew, xxiii

Freedomland U.S.A., 392

Freeman, Andrew, 45

Frehley, Ace, 223

Fresh Direct, xiii

Friedman, Milton, 69

Frisch Field, 175

Fulton, Robert, xix, 142

Fun-o-Mat, 267
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Gadson, Elander, 365-68

Gaelic Park, 205

Galileo Galilei, 129-30

Galileo Park, 7124, 129-30, 130

gangs, xv, xxiii—xxiv, xxxi, 32, 33, 49, 58,
91,129,132,157-59, 207,324,327,
353,367

Garabedian family house, 295-96

garden apartments, 30

gardens, xx, 16-19, 30, 38, 50, 65, 90,
162-63, 248,350, 378-79. Sec also
New York Botanical Garden; parks

Garifuna, xvii

Garofalo, Joseph, 304-7

Gary Leeds Tennis Center, xiii—xiv

Gateway Center Bronx Terminal Market,
32,33

Gazzara, Ben, 237

Gehrig, Lou, 32,204,223

General Slocum (ship), x

Genovese family, 292

gentrification, xiii—xv, xxiv-xxix, xxxiii—
xxxiv, 4, 6,9, 18,22,27,37,48-49,
81,116, 127-28, 149, 152-53, 300,
333,376

George’s Restaurant, 372

George Washington Bridge, 58, 260

Georgian style, 189, 234

Germans, 3, 15,19, 28, 31,49, 51,69, 77,
89,112,117,227, 348,354

Ghanaians, 394

Gifter, Mordechai, 216

Gilbert, Cass, 309

Ginsbern, Horace, 35

Giordano’s Wholesale Market, 309

Giuliani, Rudy, 326

Gleason, Jackie, 230

golf courses, 224, 368-69, 377

Good Fellas Barbershop, 294

Goodman, Sam, 19-20, 30, 46—47, 51

Gorme, Eydie, 100

Gothic style, 19, 20, 82-83, 136, 164,
170,204, 217,276, 384. See also
Collegiate Gothic style; Victorian
Gothic style

Gothic University Church, 164

Gould Memorial Library, 134, 141-42

Gouverneur Morris Houses, 80

Gowanus, Brooklyn, 344

graffiti, 34, 49

Grand Concourse, xiii, xv, xxiii, 27-31,
47,51, 88,102,126, 155,156, 170,
173, 287. See also Concourse

Grandmaster Flash, 133

Grant, Eddie, 108

Grant, Ulysses S., 37,349

Greco-Roman style, 38

Greek food, 78, 193-94

Greek Revival style, 60,252, 377

Greeks, 192,371-72

Green, Matt, 197-98

Green Pasture Baptist Church, 318, 327

Grey, Joel, 189

grotto, St. Lucy’s Church, 284, 288, 289,
290

Gun Post Lanes, 260-61

Guyanese, 88, 169, 181, 239, 242, 246,
264, 265,275,319, 323,335,336

Gwertzman, Bernard, 173

Hackett, Buddy, 343

Haffen, Louis, 259

Haffen Brewing Company, 15

Haffen Park, 252, 259

Haitians, 271, 293

Hall, Eshawn (D] Mista Smoke), 327

Hall of Fame for Great Americans, xix,
142,234

Halperin, Maurice, 382

Halperin, Sol, 382

Halperin, Victor, 382

Hamilton, Alexander, 142

Hammond, Beres, 266

Hampton, Lionel, 8

Harding, Andrew, 234

Harding, Warren, 332

Harding Park, 318, 331-33

Harlem, 18, 20, 33

Harlem River, xiv, xix, xxvi, 3, 27, 73, 108,
111,142,165, 203

Harris Park, 170

Harvest Collegiate High School, 31

Hauben, Daniel, xix, 141

Hawkins, Yusuf (Yusef), 196
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Hawthorne, Nathaniel, xix, 142

Hayden Lord Park, 724,131

Hayworth, Rita, 296

Head Start, 46, 183

health, 24, 184,206

“Heart of the Hood” Mural, 74, 23

Hebrew Home for the Aged, 217

Hebrew Institute of Riverdale (HIR),
202,211-12

Heine, Heinrich, 51

Heintz, Louis, 51

Hell Gate Bridge, x,12, 58

Helmreich, Helaine, xxx

Helmreich, William: 7he Manhattan
Nobody Knows, 223; The New York
Nobody Knows, xxix, 4

Help on the Way, 68, 70-71

Henry Hudson Bridge, 212-13

Henry Hudson Park, 205,214

Henry Hudson Parkway, xx, 2034, 211,
215

Hepburn, Audrey, 292,296

Hernandez, Jorge F., Sun, Stones, and
Shadows, 65

Herzl, Theodore, 188

Higgs family, 332

High Bridge, 111

Highbridge, 111-22; crime and safety,
111,112, 114-15; ethnic groups, 112,
122; famous people, 113; gentrifica-
tion, 116; history, 111-12; housing,
113-14; map, 110; playgrounds,
116-17; schools, 116,118

Highbridge Community Church, 770,
120,121,122

Highbridge Park, 111,112,133

Highbridge Public Library, 117

Highbridge Woodycrest Center, 770,113

High Island, 397

Hindus, 323, 335, 383

hip-hop, xiv—=xv, 49, 133, 324, 327. See also
rap music

Hispanics, xxii, 15, 27, 28, 29, 39, 42-43,
49,69,71,77,92,99,112,117,122,
125,166,169,170,176,181,191-94,
204,227,230, 236,239, 242,252,253,
257,264,278, 286,290, 300, 301, 325,

INDEX

329,331-32,348,371, 381,392, 397.
See also specific Hispanic populations
historic landmarks/districts, xiv, 5-6, 20,
27,28,35,47,57, 60, 66,81-82, 120,
127,156,203, 204,216-17, 218, 327

Hitler, Adolf, 214

Holiday, Billie, 364

homeless population and shelters, 11-12,
48, 89,94, 240, 249, 254,272

Hondurans, 88

Hope, Bob, 156, 305-6

Hopper, Edward, 234

Horace Mann School, 204

Hostos, Eugenio Maria de, 29

Hostos Community College, 29

Houdini, Harry, 8

housing. See under individual communities;
affordable housing; housing projects;
New York City Housing Authority;
public housing; Section 8 housing;
tenements

housing projects, ix, xv, xxvi, 4, 16, 80, 81,
94,101, 126,199, 256, 264, 276, 288,
319, 322-24,327,329, 339, 364-65,
366, 406. See also public housing

Howe, Elias, 142

Huber, Liezel, xiv, 75

Hudson, Henry, 214

Hudson River, 205, 213, 216,217,363

Hudson River Parkway, 297

Huguenots, 248

Hunt, Thomas, Jr., 55

Hunter College, 177

Hunt family, 56

Huntington Free Library, 380, 384, 385

Hunts Point, 55-67, 333; community
gardens, 65; crime and safety, 4, 49,
56-57, 65-66; cthnic groups, 49,
55-57, 63; famous people, 56; food
and drink, 59, 65; history, 55; housing,
56, 60; industry, 55-56, 62—64, 66;
Longwood, 56-60, 127; map, 54-55;
murals, 57-59, 62, 66—67; parks, 56,
62-65; religious life, 60; reputation,
65—66; schools, 65; shopping, 57;
tourism, 57

Hunts Point Cooperative Market, 63
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Hunts Point Market, 56

Hunts Point Produce Market, 63

Hurricane Sandy, 397

Hutchinson River, xx, 257

Hutchinson River Parkway, 297, 299,
311, 347,348,364,371,391

Iglesia Vida, 170

immigrants, xvii, 50, 102, 120, 230-31,
233,235-36, 239, 336,386—88

Indians, 336, 383

industry, xxv—xxvi, xxxiii, 10, 29, 55-56,
6264, 66,257,336,381-82,397

Institute for Special Education, 290

Intermediate School 194, 336

Inuit, xvi, 118-20

Inwood, 222

Inwood Hill Park, 212,223

ITona Prep School, 311

Ippolito, Justin, 151

Irish, 3, 15, 28, 49, 69, 77, 87,112,117,
125,156,169, 170,181-83,187,191,
193,204, 218,222,227,229-31, 233,
235,239,252,272,275,319-20, 348,
354,371,381,388,392

Irish food, 182, 235-36

Irish Republican Army, 3

IRT subway, 55,57,77,127, 240, 275,
319,372

Islam. See Muslims

Italian American Family Feast, 375-76

Italianate style, 173,291, 321

Italian food, 47, 91, 148-49, 152, 229-30,
276-79,294-95,304,310-11, 355,
372

Italia 90 Club, 280

Italian Revival style, 6

Ttalians, xxi, 3, 15, 28, 42-43, 49, 69, 77,
87,91,112,117,147-49,151,152-53,
156,169-73,181, 196,227,229, 239,
252,263,271,272,275,278-80, 286,
290, 292-94, 299, 301, 309, 319-21,
348,351-52,354,371-72,375-76,
381,386-88,392

Jackson, Kenneth, The Encyclopedia of
New York City, xxxii, xxxv

Jackson, Washington and Rosetta, 81

Jacobi Hospital, 311, 352

Jacobs, Jane, 145, 331

Jamaicans, 239, 266-67, 278, 335

James Monroe Houses, 330

Japarican, 398, 409n59

Jerome, Mark, 166

Jerome Park Racetrack, 169,192

Jerome Park Reservoir, 169, 790,192,232

Jesus, 20, 93,138, 172, 245, 290, 296, 320,
323,338,349

Jewish, 15

Jews, xv, 3,24, 28,39-44, 49,56, 69,77,
87,88,91-92,99-100, 112,117,125,
148-49,152,156, 169,181, 183-84,
188-89,192,200,204,211-12,214,
216,218,252,263,272,275, 283, 286,
295,299-300, 316, 319-20, 327-28,
343,388,392,394,398

J. M. Kaplan Fund, 65

John Dormi & Sons Funeral Parlor, 298,
304-7

John Paul II, Pope, 212

John’s Diner, 325-26

Johnson, Guy, 378-79

Jolson, Al, 156

Jordan, Michael, 71

Jose Caraballo Art Gallery, 164

Joseph Rodman Drake Park, 56

Joyce Kilmer Park, 29, 51

J. P.Morgan, 65

Judith K. Weiss School, 228

Junior High School 98, 68, 74, 74

Justice Sonia Sotomayor Houses. See
Sotomayor Houses

Kane’s Casino, 343

Kazan, Abraham, 392

Kennedy, John F., 183,199

Kidman, Nicole, 296

Kids World, 337

Kilmer, Alfred Joyce, 51

King, Martin Luther, Jr., 325

King Bee mural, 262, 26768

Kingsbridge, 191-201; crime and safety,
192, 198; ethnic groups, xxii, 191-93,
200; famous people, 199; food and
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Kingsbridge (continued)
drink, 193-94; history, 191; housing,
199-200; map, 190-91; murals,
196-97, 198; parks and playgrounds,
192

Kingsbridge Armory, 194

Kingsbridge Heights Community
Center, 190, 198-99

Kiselewski, Joseph, 315

Koch, Ed, 73,332

Kolb, Thomas, 184

Koreans, 169, 174-75, 181, 204

Korean War, 305

Kosova Deli, 746, 148

Kotler, Aharon, 216

Kotto, Yaphet, 325

Kramer, Neil, 247

Kranepool, Ed, 339, 341

Krino’s Foods, 78

Kubrick, Stanley, 100

Lady K Fever, 34

LaGuardia, Fiorello, 204, 237, 378

LaGuardia Airport, 332

La Motta, Jake, 310

landmarks. See historic landmarks/
districts

La Nueva Giralda, 59

La Resurreccion United Methodist
Church, 74,19

Lee, Robert E., 349

LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design), 24

Leeds, Cary, 75

Lehman College, xxii, 170, 176-79, 266

Lehman High School, 354

Lenape people, 397

Lesh, Lawrence J., 308

Lettuce Eat, 375

Levin’s Crosstown Supply Store, 76,
84-85

LGBTQ people, 174,211

Limited Profit Housing Law, 392

Lindbergh, Charles, 364

Linzer, Dov, 211

Little Italy, 147-49, 151

Loew’s Paradise Theatre, 156

INDEX

Long Day’ Journey into Night (film), 397

Long Island Sound, 319, 330, 343, 347,
350, 356, 360, 397, 399

Longstreet, James, 349

Longwood Historic District, xiv, 54, 57,
60, 61,127

Lopez, Jennifer, 199, 223, 338-39

Lorelei Fountain, 26, 51, 52,53

Loreto Playground, 300, 308

Lorillard House, 746,151

Louf, David, 304

Louie & Ernie’s Pizza, 372

Louisiana State Lottery Company, 299

Louis Philippe I, King of France, 164

Lourdes, 172,288

Lowe Story (film), 164

lower middle class, 205, 239, 249, 329

Lugosi, Bela, 382

Lyons, James, xxii

Macombs Dam Park, 26,29, 32,112

Macy’s, 316

Maduro’s, 327

Mafia, 42,229, 292-93,351-53

Major Deegan Expressway, 4, 6, 7, 33,
132,133,191, 203

Mallon, Mary (“Typhoid Mary”), 364

Manbhattan College, 203, 204-6

Manbhattan skyline, xi, 64, 330, 333, 342,
358,402

Marcus, Joseph, 69

Margulies, Dan, 211

Maria Regina High School, 311

Mario’s, 151

Marist Brothers, 253

Marshall, Garry, 173

Marshall, Penny, 173

Mary, Virgin, 90, 138, 171-72, 186, 243,
288,290, 295, 296, 338, 349, 375

Masidi’s Urban African Store, 220-22

Matthews, Victor, 79

Mazzela, Salvatore, 172

McMahon, Bridey, 236

McNamara, John, 382

Melrose, 15-25; community gardens,
16-19; community sense, 22, 25;
crime and safety, 4, 17, 20, 22-24;

For general queries, contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

ethnic groups, 15,17-19, 21-23;
gentrification, 18, 22; history, 15,
18-19; housing, 16-18, 21-22, 24-25;
the Hub, 8, 16, 33; map, 14-15;
murals, 23-24; religious life, 19, 20;
reputation, 16, 18-20; schools, 16, 20;
shopping, 16; tourism, 19-20

Melville, Herman, 237

memorials and monuments, 17, 51-53,
91,108, 129,196-97, 231, 235, 237,
265, 303,308,321, 328, 360, 377, 384,
393,402

Mena, Pepe, 332

Mennonites, 60

Mercy and Blessing, 265

Metro-North Railroad, xxvii, 213, 217,
228,241,252,300,314

Metropolitan College, 9

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company,
313

Mexicans, 17, 106, 156, 169, 181

Michelangelo, 130

middle class, xiii, 15, 25, 28, 34, 69, 204,
205,218,319, 343,347,381, 391. See
also lower middle class

Midler, Bette, 38

Mill Pond Park, 33

Minik (Inuk), xvi—xvii, 118-19, 122

Mitchell, Damian, 389

Mitchell-Lama Housing Program, 392

Migzrachi, Alice, 46

Moises Cigars, 202, 209

Monroe, Marilyn, 292, 325

Monroe College, 165-66, 256

Monsignor Patrick J. Boyle Head Start
Program and Pre-School, 780, 183,
183

Montsaulain, Elliott and Anna
Zborowski, 102

monuments. See memorials and
monuments

moonshine, xii, 12-13

Moriarty’s Bar and Restaurant, 230

Mormons, 337

Morris, Francis, 299

Morris, John Albert, 299, 309

Morris, Lewis, 3

Morris, Robert, 342

Morrisania, 77-85; crime and safety, 4,
77-78, 80-82, 132; ethnic groups, xxii,
77; famous people, 84; gentrification,
81; history, 77; housing, 77-78, 80-81;
map, 76—77; murals, 78-79; parks,
78-80; schools, 32, 77, 82—84

Morris family, 3,28, 77,102,125

Morris Heights, 125-33; crime and
safety, 128, 132; ethnic groups,
125-26; food and drink, 128-29;
gentrification, 127-28; history, 125—
26; housing, 125-27,129,131-33,
132; map, 124-25; murals, 127-28,
131; parks and playgrounds, xviii—xix,
129-31; reputation, 132

Morris High School, 76, 82-84, 256

Morris Park, 299-311; crime and safety,
300; ethnic groups, xxi, 299-301, 309;
famous people, 310; food and drink,
301, 304, 310-11; gentrification, 300;
history, 299, 308-9; housing, 300,
311; Indian Village, 300, 311; map,
298-99; murals, 304, 307-9; parks and
playgrounds, 300, 308; religious life,
299-301; schools, 308; shopping, 300;
Van Nest, 300-301

Morris Park Racecourse, 299, 308-9

Moses, Robert, 108,237, 332

Mosholu Jewish Center, 183

mosques, 323

Most, Mischa, 79

Mott, Jordan Lawrence, 3

Mott Haven, 3-13; crime and safety, 4,
6,7,11-12; ethnic groups, xxii, 3-4,
12-13; famous people, 8; food and
drink, 6, 7, 9-10, 12-13; gentrifica-
tion, 4, 6, 9; history, 3—4, 8; hope, x;
housing, 4, 6-7; industry, 10; map,
2-3; murals, 4-5; music and nightlife,
8; parks and playgrounds, 4, 5, 7;
Piano District, 6, 9; Port Morris, x, xi,
9-13; religious life, 6; schools, 4-5, 9;
shopping, 7-8, 10

Mott Haven Academy, 4-5

Mount Eden, 99-109; crime and safety,
99-101; ethnic groups, 99; famous
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Mount Eden (continued)
people, 100, 108; history, 99; map,
98-99; parks, 99-102; schools, 100,
108; shopping, 100

Mount St. Michael Academy, 253

Mr. McGoo’s, 222-23

Mullaly Park, 29,50-51,112

murals, xv, xix, 4-5, 23-24, 33-35, 36,
57-59, 58,62, 66-67,78-79,91,
127-28,131,158-59,196-97, 198,
248,267-68,282,288,304,307-9,
321,328,389, 402

Murphy, Joanne Guglielmo, 304

Musa’s Halal Chinese Food, 335

Museum of Bronx History, 189

Museum of the City of New York,
164

museums, 29, 33, 34-35, 122, 16465,
189,217, 224,304-7, 358, 400-401

music and nightlife, xiv—=xv, 8, 151, 156,
222,271-72,330, 383. See also bars
and taverns; beer gardens; hip-hop;
rap music

Muslims, 50, 77, 138, 174, 300, 301, 316,
335,384,386-87,394

Musto, Nicholas, 308

Napolitano, Phil, 301

Nathan’s, 105

National Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene,
189

Native Americans, 28, 55, 58,111,117,
149,181, 203, 209, 227, 239, 252,
285,303,314, 348, 381, 400—-401.
See also specific peaples

Nazem, Nabila, 200-201

Ned Devine’s Saloon, 231

Nelson Avenue Playground, 116-17

neo-Renaissance style, 60

Nepalese, xvii, 119

New Croton Aqueduct, 169

New Day United Methodist Church,
174

New England Thruway, 251, 259, 391

Newman, Paul, 19

New York Botanical Garden, xviii, xxiii,
57,147,234, 255, 283,286,378

INDEX

New York City Department of Small
Business Services, 65

New York City Housing Authority
(NYCHA), ix, xiii, 4, 6, 12, 16, 78, 80,
126,128,256, 264,276, 288,319,323,
327,329,330,339

New York City Police Department, 309

New York Daily News, 352

New Yorkers 4 Parks, 142

New York Giants, 108

New York Institute for Special Education,
284,290,291

New York Junior Tennis (NYJT), 75

New York Mets, 194, 223

New York Post, xiii, 11

New York Restoration Project, 38

New York Sluggers, xiii, 11

New York Tennis Club, 349

New York Times, xvi, 23, 30, 31, 51, 70,
118,132, 140,173,219, 332, 351, 361

New York University, xix, 125, 140, 200

New York Yankees, xxiii, 8, 16, 22-23, 32,
108,113, 194, 223, 308, 310, 326

Nicklaus, Jack, 368-69

“Nicky #1” mural, 298, 307-8

Nigerians, 394

nightlife. See music and nightlife

Nimham, Chief, 235

9/11 terrorist attacks, xi, 265, 402

No. 6 train mural, 380, 389

Noonan Plaza, 120

Noonan Towers, 770,113

North Brother Island, x—xi, 64, 65

North Hall and Library, xix, 734, 141

Norwood, 181-89; crime and safety,
182; ethnic groups, 181-83, 188-89;
food and drink, 182; history, 181;
housing, 184; map, 180-81; parks and
playgrounds, 182, 187; schools, 183;
shopping, 182

Nos Quedamos (We Stay), 24

nostalgia, 8,16,117,230, 234, 343,374

Nubian mural, 378

NYCHA. See New York City Housing
Authority

NYC Housing Development Corpora-
tion, 18
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Oasis, 65

Oates, Joyce Carol, 234

Odd Ball Industrial Solutions, 302

O’Grady, Ann, 234

Ohana, 398

Ohm, George, 363

Old Bronx Borough Courthouse, 14,
20, 21

Old St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 164

Olmecs, 177

O’Neill, Eugene, 218

“Only bench in town,” 226, 236

Open Heavens Prophetic Ministry,
249

Opera House Hotel, 2, 8-9

Orchard Beach, 234,377-78,394

Other Two, The (television film), 163

Our Lady of Lourdes, 301

Our Lady of the Angels, 193

Owen Dolan Park, 384, 386

Pacino, Al, 199, 223

Paine, Thomas, xix, 142

Pakistanis, 138,169, 174,293, 336,
386-87

Palisades, xx, 205,212,217

Palladino, Louie, 360-61

Palomba, Michael, 271-72

Palomba Academy, 271

Panamanians, 88

Papa John’s Deli, 401

parades, xxx, xxxiii, 3, 151, 299, 360,
375-76

Paraguayans, xvii

Parkchester, 313-17; community sense,
317; crime and safety, 314; ethnic
groups, 313-14, 316; history, 313;
housing, 313-15; map, 312; schools,
316; shopping, 313

Park Plaza Apartments,xx, 110,116

parks, ix, xviii-xix, 4, 7, 29, 31-33, 50-51,
56,62-65, 69, 78-80, 89-90, 95-97,
99-102, 129-31, 136, 14244, 152,
159-60, 162, 165, 170, 182,192, 205,
213-15,223-24,228,231-32, 235,
252,254-56,259, 276,283,286,
300,319, 33033, 341-42, 348, 365,

368,371,376-79, 384, 386. See also
gardens; playgrounds

Parks, Rosa, 237

Patilis, Aris, 194

Patterson houses, 4

Peace Grove, 168,176-77

Peary, Robert, xvi, 118-19

Pelham Bay, 348, 371-79; crime and
safety, 371; ethnic groups, xxi, 371;
food and drink, 372; gardens, 378-79;
gentrification, 376; history, 371,
housing, 371; map, 370-71; parks,
371, 376-79; religious life, 375-76

Pelham Bay Park, xvii, xviii, 259, 361-63,
371,376-79,394,397

Pelham Cemetery, 396, 399-400, 400

Pelham Parkway, 285, 286,291, 299, 308,
311,371

Pelham Parkway and Pelham Gardens,
285-97; crime and safety, 286; ethnic
groups, 285-86; food and drink,
292, 294-95; history, 285; housing,
286-87,290-91, 296-97; map,
284-85; murals, 288; parks, 286;
religious life, 288-90

Pelham Parkway Houses, 288

Pell, Thomas, 371

Peloso, Joe, 352

Peretz, Y. L., 188

Perez, Francisco, 23-24

Perista Coftee Shop, 790, 193-94

Perry, Sean, 327

Peter Cintron Houses, 18

Philadelphia Seventh Day Adventist
Church, 249

Philbin, Regis, 310

Phillips, Bum, 206

piecing, 49

Pignata, Lovie, 308-9

Pignone, Chris, 4345

Pinto, Angelo, 306

Pinto, Frank, 265

pit bulls, 7,59, 142, 145

P.]. Brady’s, 360-61

playgrounds, 5, 50, 116-17, 129-31, 136,
165,182, 187,192,214, 228,239, 259,
286, 300, 308, 342, 393
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Poe, Edgar Allan, 160, 162

Poe Cottage, 160, 161, 162,234

Poe Park, 160, 162

Point Campus for the Arts and Environ-
ment, 62

Point Community Development Corpo-
ration, 54, 65

police, 19-20, 22,57, 62, 78,100-101,
115,144,157,176,196-97,199, 207,
309, 328,329

Police Store, 168,175

Polo Grounds, 108

Pond Place, 768,176

Popham Avenue stairs, 124

Port Morris Distillery, xii, 3, 12-13

Porto Salvo, xiii, 47

poverty, ix, xxvi, xxviii—xxix, xxxiii, 4, 28,
55,65,69,73,75,77,78, 87,89, 126,
128,205, 323, 368

Powell, Colin, 56,324

Powell, Morgan, 309

Presbyterian Church of Ghana, 170

Presley, Elvis, 325

Primrose Cricket Club, 262, 266

projects. See housing projects

promenades, 30, 136

Protestants, 120, 122, 228

Provenzano, Bernardo, 229

Public Arts Project, 389

public housing, ix, xv, 4, 38, 77,319, 337.
See also affordable housing; housing
projects; Section 8 housing

Public School 11, xvi, 118,122

Public School 19, 228

Public School 154, 4

Puerto Ricans, xii, 3-4, 12-13, 17-18,
22-23,49, 63, 66,69,77,87,156,181,
192,197,239,257,261,272,319-21,
331-32,335,336,371

Pugsley Creek Park, 334

Qisuk (Inuk), xvi—xvii, 118-19

Queen Anne style, xiv, 6, 234, 235. See
also New Croton Aqueduct

Queen of the Universe Shrine,
171-72

quiet zones, xviii, 363

INDEX

R&R Gun Club, 309

railways, xxvii, 28, 55, 155, 228. See also
Metro-North Railroad

Randalls Island, xi

Raoul Wallenberg Forest, 202, 214-15

rap music, 325, 367. See also hip-hop

Reagan, Ronald, 71,73

Reconstruction, 349

recreation. See sports and recreation
facilities

Reed, Kristina Myers, 304

religious life, xxiii, 6, 19, 20, 40—44, 60,
91-93,120-22, 136, 138-40, 156,
170-75,203-4,211-12, 228, 232-33,
242-46,249, 271, 288-90, 299-301,
323-24,327-28,375-76,388-89.
See also Catholics; Jews; Muslims;
synagogues

Renaissance style, 35, 45,59, 81,199

Renwick, James, Jr., 204

research. See ethnography

Revolt of the Zombies (film), 382

Revolutionary War, 28,111,117, 125,
143,155,181, 189,193,227, 235, 248,
252,285,348,397

Rice, Isaac, xvii, 362—63

Rice, Julia, xvii—xviii, 362-63

Rice Stadium, xvii, 362

Richardsonian Romanesque, 120, 122

Richman Park, 89

Ridder, Herman, 74

Rider, David, 229

Riina, Salvatore, 229

Rikers Island, xi, 25, 64, 333

Rios, Jose, 302

River Avenue Skateboard Park, 26, 31

Riverdale, 203-24; crime and safety, 204;
ethnic groups, xv, 204, 218, 220-22;
famous people, 204, 216, 218, 223;
Fieldston, 203, 204, 218-19; food and
drink, 210, 219-20; history, 203; homes,
xx, 204, 210, 213-14, 218-19; housing,
205; map, 202; music and nightlife,
222; parks, 205, 213-15, 223-24; reli-
gious life, 203—4, 211-12; schools, 204,
211, 216-19; shopping, 203,210

Riverdale Country School, 204
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Riverdale Diner, 210

Riverdale Historic District, xx

Riverdale Park, 215

Riverdale Presbyterian Church, 2034

River Park, xviii, 95-97

Riverside Hospital, xi

Riverside Park, 56, 62—63

River’s Run, 390, 394-95, 395

Rizzuto, Phil, 310

Robert F. Kennedy Bridge, xi, 33

Roberto Clemente Houses, 24

Roberto’s, 148

Roberts, Sam, 69

Rockefeller, John D., 37

Rockefeller, John D., Jr., 30

Rocking the Boat, 62

Rockport shoes, xxx

Rodriguez, Delfin, 138-40, 172

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New
York, 164

Romanesque Revival style, 35, 60, 120,
122,327

Romanesque style, 283

Roosevelt, Franklin Delano, 142

Roosevelt, Theodore, 119,216

Rosado, Marino, 224

Rosario, Anthony, 196-97

Rosario, Marjorie, 196-97

Rosenblum, Constance, 30, 87

Rotolo, Rene, 179

Ruegger, Jacqueline, 166

Runyon, Damon, 237

Russians, 153

Ruth, Babe, 32,113

Ruthless (horse), 299

S&S Cheesecake, 219

Sabrett, 64

Sackett Avenue mural, 298

Sacred Heart church, 112

safety. See crime and safety

Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, 164

Saints Peter and Paul’s Church, 20

Sal & Dom's Pastry Shop, 274, 276-79,
277

Salanter Akiva Riverdale Academy
(SAR), 216,217

Salvo, Joseph, 48-49

Sam’s Deli, 112

Santeria, 242-46

Sarantis, John, 325-26

Saratogian, 227,228

Saunders, David, 386

Sau-Sea Foods, 105

Schacter, Herschel, 183—-84

Schmitz, Carl, 315

Schwartz, Fred “The Furrier,” 100

sculptures, xix, 20, 34, 46, 51-53, 63, 142,
177,189,214, 217,220, 237, 240, 264,
290, 314-16,331,338,377. See also
memorials and monuments

seafood, 398

Sean’s Quality Deli, 235-36

Section 8 housing, 20, 71. See also afford-
able housing; public housing

Seinfeld, Jerry, 33

Serie A Café, 292-93

Seton, Elizabeth, 254, 364

Seton Falls Park, xxi, 252, 254-56

Seton Park, 205,214

Seventh Day Adventists, 60, 170, 249,
301

Shakespeare, William, 109, 130

Shakespeare School (Public School 199),
108

Shefhield Farms, 37

Sheraton, Mimi, 219

Sholem Aleichem Cultural Center, 780,
188-89

Sholem Aleichem Houses, 200

shopping, 7-8, 10, 16, 33, 48, 57, 88,
90-91, 100, 144, 159, 182, 203, 210,
228-29, 246,252,259, 264-65, 300,
313,319,329, 333,335, 348,384,391,
393,402

Shorehaven Beach Club, 343

Shorehaven Condominiums, 334, 343

shuffleboard, 344

Sicolas, George, 194

Sigel, Franz, 31

Silvercup Studios, x, 3,9

Simcoe, John, 235

Simpson St. Mural, 54

Sinatra, Frank, 171, 310
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Sisters of the Congregation of Notre
Dame, 362

Siwanoy people, 252, 285, 333, 335

Snipes, Wesley, 325

social clubs, 148, 266,292, 360

Society for the Suppression of Unneces-
sary Noise, xviii, 363

Song of Bernadette (film), 172

Sotomayor, Juan Luis, Jr., 323

Sotomayor, Sonia, xiii, 199, 322-24

Sotomayor Houses, xiii, 378, 322-25

Soubirous, Bernadette. See Bernadette,
Saint

Soundview, 319-33; crime and safety,
319, 320, 323-24, 326, 329-31; ethnic
groups, xxii, 316, 319-21, 325, 329,
331-32; famous people, 322-25, 327,
342-43; food and drink, 325-26;
gentrification, 333; history, 319;
housing, 319, 320, 322, 327-29, 331-
33, 342-43; map, 318; murals, 321,
328; music and nightlife, 330; parks,
319, 330-33; religious life, 323-24,
327-28; shopping, 319, 329, 333

Soundview Park, 319, 330, 333, 338

South Asians, 300, 319, 331, 335, 336,
381,388

South Bronx: boundaries, xxxiii, 73;
crime and safety, xv, xxxiii, 4, 29, 132;
ethnic groups, 15; history, xiv; reputa-
tion, xxxiii, 4, 8, 72—73; tourism, X, 8

South Bronx Greenway, 62

South Brother Island, x—xi, 64

South of France, 325

Soviet Jews, 211

Spanish Colonial style, 6

SPARS (United States Coast Guard
‘Women’s Reserve), 177

Spector, Phil, 325

spelling, 91, 235-36

Spellman, Cardinal, 171

sports and recreation facilities, xi, xiii—xiv,
7,11,31-33, 50, 64, 75,101, 182,
224,336,341, 362-63,377. See also
swimming pools; tennis

Spuyten Duyvil Shorefront Park, 205,
213

INDEX

Srugo, Harel, 75

Stadium Tennis Center, 32-33

stair mural, 231st St., 790, 198

St. Anthony’s Church, 320-21

Statue of Liberty, 384, 386, 402

statues. See memorials and monuments;
sculptures

St. Barnabas Church, 227, 229

St. Brendan and St. Ann Church, 780,
187-88

Stern, Harold, 43

Stern, Robert A. M., xix, 141

St. Francis Xavier Church, 301

St. Francis Xavier school, 308

Stickball Boulevard, 334, 343—44, 344

St. James Park, 165

St. Jerome’s Roman Catholic Church, 2, 6

St.Joseph’s Church, 86, 89-90

St. Lannes, Louis, 377

St. Lucy’s Church, 284, 288

St. Luke United Methodist Church, 227,
232-33

St. Mary’s Park, xviii, 4, 7

St. Mary Star of the Sea, 397-98

St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church, 735,136

Stockbridge Indian Nation, 235

storefront churches, xxv, 90, 249, 265, 271

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Manhattan, 204

St. Raymond Church, 314, 380, 388-89

St. Raymond’s Cemetery, 364

street names, xvii, 108, 148, 160, 333, 338,
349, 362-63, 382-83, 400

street smarts, 82, 115, 366, 405-6

St. Theresa Church, 370, 375-76

St. Ursula Convent. See Muslims

Stuyvesant Town, Manhattan, 313

subways, x, xxvii, 15, 28, 49, 55, 69, 77, 87,
97,99,112,127,152,169, 191,199,
203, 240, 248, 252, 275, 285, 300, 319,
335,372,389

SUNY Maritime College, 306, 348,
354-56

swimming pools, 50, 64, 75, 99, 101, 224,
259,341,354

synagogues, xv, 40—44, 56, 60, 91-93, 112,
183,200, 211-12, 267, 299-300, 320,
327,328,394
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Taft, William H., 44

Taft High School, 98,100

Taitt, Cora, 120, 122

Taking of Pelham One Two Three, The
(film), 372

“Tales of the Swarm” mural, 725, 127-28

Target, 48

tats.cru, 58, 62

taverns. See bars and taverns

Taylor, Lawrence, 83

T-Connection, 49

Teitel’s, 148-49

Telshe Alumni Yeshiva, 202, 216-17

Temple Beth El, 398

tenements, ix, 3, 6, 16, 38, 77, 89, 90, 95,
125,364

tennis, xiii—xiv, 75, 349

Terkel, Studs, 106

Theresa, Saint, 375-76

There Should Always Be Cake, 388

Third Avenue Elevated rail line, 15, 147,
155

Thomas, Andrew, 30

Thomas, Errol, 266

Thomas, W.1.,290

Thomas Gardens, 26, 30

Throgs Neck, 347-69; community sense,
360; crime and safety, 348, 352-53,
366; Edgewater Park community, 346,
359-60; ethnic groups, 348, 354, 364;
famous people, 364; food and drink,
355,360-61; gardens, 350; Giegerich
Place gardens, 347, 350; history, xvii,
347; housing, 347, 349-50, 359-62,
364-65; Locust Point, 349-54; map,
34647, parks, 348, 365, 368; schools,
354-56, 362; shopping, 348; Silver
Beach at Plaza Place, 346, 354, 358-59

Throgs Neck Bridge, 268, 341, 349, 350

Throgs Neck Houses, 364-65

Thurman, Roland, 206-8

Tiffany glass, 41, 84,120

Torffield, Marvin, 342—43

Torres, Rene, 163-64

Toscanini, Arturo, 216

tourism, x, 1920, 57, 149, 151, 230, 397,
401

Townsend Poole Cottage, 118

trains. See railways

transportation. See buses; ferry service;
railways; subways

Tremont, 87-97; crime and safety, 87-88,
91, 94, 97; ethnic groups, xxii, 87-88;
gardens, 90; gentrification, 128;
history, 87; housing, 89, 90, 95, 97;
map, §6—-87; murals, 91; parks, 89-90,
95-97; religious life, 91-93; schools,
91; shopping, 88, 90-91; West Farms
Village, 95

Tremont Park, 90

Triboro Center for Nursing and Rehabil-
itation, 39

Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority,
108

Trinity Community Church, 226

Trinity Episcopal Church, 76, 81

Trinity United Methodist Church, 396,
401

Tropical Pets, 180, 185-86

Trump, Donald, 369, 374

Trump Links, 368-69

Tudor style, 132,173,199, 276, 282, 287,
296,303,311, 337,362

Ture, Kwame (formerly Stokely Car-
michael), 310

Twain, Mark, 216

Typhoid Mary (Mary Mallon), 364

Ultan, Lloyd, xxxii, 73-74, 343

Umbrella Hotel, 16

Union Reformed Church, 120-22

United Housing Foundation, 392

United Nations, xxii, 17677

United States Bocce Federation, 152

University Heights, 135-45; crime and
safety, 143-44; ethnic groups, xvii,
125-26, 138; famous people, xix, 142;
history, 125-26, 135; housing, 135;
map, 134-35; parks and playgrounds,
136, 142—44; religious life, 136,
138-40; schools, 125, 140-42

University Woods, 142—44

Uptown Sitting Park, 77,79-80

urban pay, 159
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Ursuline School, 311

Uruguayans, xvii, 119

US Coast Guard, 355

US Corleone Club, 229

US Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), 94

US Navy, 177-79, 355-56

Valentine family, 181

Valentine-Varian House, 7180, 189

Van Cortlandt Golf Course, 224

Van Cortlandt House, 224

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center, 790, 200

Van Cortlandt Lake, 224

Van Cortlandt Park, xviii, 192, 205,
223-24,228,231-32,235

Van Nest, Reyneier, 300

Varian, Isaac, 189

Varian family, 181

Vega, Hilton, 196

Velado, Damian, 243-46

Verizon, 159

Veterans Administration Medical Center,
165

Veterans’ Memorial Garden, 74,17

Veterans Memorial Park, 390, 393

Via Verde, 14, 24-25

Victorian Gothic style, 81

Victorian style, xiv, 169, 234, 337

Vietnamese, 126, 169

Vietnam War, 93, 230, 305

Villa Charlotte Bronte, 202, 213-14,
213

Villa Maria Academy, 346, 362

Vitolo, Joseph, Jr., 171-73

Wakefield, 239-49; community gardens,
248; crime and safety, 239, 247; ethnic
groups, 239; history, 239; housing,
240-42, 248; map, 238-39; murals,
248; playgrounds, 239; religious life,
242-46, 249; shopping, 246

Waking Ned Devine (film), 231

Wallace, William and Rhetta, 118

Wallenberg, Raoul, 214-15

Waller, Fats, 8

Walton High School, 170

INDEX

Wappinger people, 235

Wards Island, xi

Waring Avenue Italianate houses, 284

Washington, Booker T., xix, 142

Wave Hill, xx, 205,216-17

WAVES (Women Accepted for Volun-
teer Emergency Service), xxii, 177-78

Weckguasgeek people, 252

Weiss, Avi, 211-12

West Africans, xxii, 112, 242

West Bronx: crime and safety, 112, 132;
history, xiv—xv; parks, xviii; religious
life, xxiii; topography, 129

Westchester Square, 348, 381-89; crime
and safety, 381, 387; ethnic groups,
xxii, 381, 386-88; history, 381; hous-
ing, 386-88; industry, 381-82; map,
380, murals, 389; music and nightlife,
383; parks, 384, 386; religious life,
388-89; shopping, 384

West Farms Soldiers Cemetery, §7, 95

West Indians, xxii, 88,117, 156, 169, 174,
181,204, 239, 246,252, 261, 263, 266,
271,275,286,319,392

Whalen Playground, 780, 187

White, Denison, 60

White, Stanford, xix, 140-41

whites, 4,11,27,37,77,87,115, 144,
204,239, 253,257,261, 264,266,267,
275,316,330, 348,397

Whitestone Bridge, 341, 368

White Zombie (film), 382

Wiesenfeld, Jeftrey, 189, 343

Wildlife Preservation Society, 64

Williams, John, 263

Williamsbridge, 263-73; crime and
safety, 264; ethnic groups, 263-64,
271-72; history, 263; housing, 264;
map, 262—63; murals, 267-68; music
and nightlife, 271-72; religious life,
271; shopping, 264-65

Williamsbridge Oval, 780, 182

Wisdom Nail and Hair Salon, 272

Wolfe, Catherine Lorillard, 148

Wolfe, Tom, The Bonfire of the Vanities,
ix, 72-73

Wood, Natalie Collette, 46
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Woodlawn, 227-37; crime and safety,
228; ethnic groups, 227, 229-31;
famous people, 237; food and drink,
229-31, 235-36; history, 227; housing,
234-35; map, 226-27; parks, 228,
231-32, 235; religious life, 228,
232-33; schools, 228; shopping,
228-29; tourism, 230

Woodlawn Cemetery, 226, 236-37

Woodlawn Heights Library, 233-34

Woolworth, Frank W., 237

working class, 15, 25, 30, 69, 205, 239,
241,246,268, 275-76, 283,300, 314,
319, 320,327,364, 368,377,381, 386

World Changers Church, 156

World War I, xvii, 108,363, 377,384

World War 11, xxii, 177-79, 184, 305-6,
321,341

Worship Super Heroes, 7

X, Malcolm, 325

Yankees. See New York Yankees

Yankee Stadium, xx, 23,27, 28,32, 47,57,
58,113,116,234

Yemenis, 136, 138,247,309, 372

Yeshiva Rabbeinu Chaim Ozer, 91

Yeshivat Chovevei Torah, 211

Yiddish, 188-89, 200, 283

YMCA, 341

Yonkers, 105, 199, 209, 217, 227-29, 233

Yorburg, Betty, 399

Yoselin Deli, 337

Young Israel synagogue, 299-300

Zambo Aroma, 262,268, 269,270
Zottola, Salvatore, 351-52
Zottola, Sylvester, 351, 353
Zottola family, 351-53

INDEX

For general queries, contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu

433





