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[stanbul, 1915: A Revolutionist
Heading an Empire

IT WAS SPRING 1915. Let us zoom in on the office of Talaat Bey,
the minister of the interior, in the building known as the Sub-
lime Porte, the seat of the government in the historical center of
the European side of the Ottoman capital, Istanbul—then often
still referred to by its historical name, Constantinople.

Married with a Cause

Talaat was bulky but not fat, a tall man with wide shoulders, a
broad face, black eyes, bushy eyebrows, and black hair (which
turned gray in 1918). Physically and mentally, he was an impos-
ing figure. His office was a big and relatively light room, particu-
larly notable for the several telephones on his desk. At times he
also gave his orders from the telegraph in his home office.

He was married to Hayriye Hanim and had no children (he
had learned from his doctor that he could not father a child; see
chap. 3, sec. “Sobered, Disturbed, Depressed”). He lived instead
in a symbolic marriage—or passionate concubinage—with
his cause: Make Turkey strong again! Somewhat puzzlingly,

1
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he asserted himself as a Muslim of Turkish descent, a “son of
empire,” and a patriotic revolutionist. “We must win back our
old strength, our old influence,” he told the Germans in late
1915." He and his friends pursued a “great national ideal,” as they
called it, informed by Ottoman imperial glory and contempo-
rary ethnoreligious nationalism (not the socialism inspired by
Marx nor the universal positivism in Auguste Comte’s sense).

Theorists of modern revolutions might therefore identify
Talaat as an imperially biased right-wing revolutionary (or
rather “revolutionist,” in the terminology of this study, and
to be distinguished from a value-based right-wing stance).
Psychologists, in turn, might find him addicted to power—
compensation, perhaps, for having been deprived of children
and family. Power was “the dearest thing that he had known,” he
confessed a few days before being killed in Berlin in 1921, adding
that “one could have too much of a good thing”* He was the
only grand vizier who ascended, step-by-step, to power from
below—{from subversive opposition to continuous member-
ship in parliament and ministries in different cabinets. From
summer 1913, Mehmed Talaat (both names are forenames;
Ottoman Muslims did not have surnames) was the actual head
of the government, even if he was promoted to grand vizier,
with the honorific title of “Pasha” only in 1917. Before, he was
only “Bey”

He owed his predominance to his strong position within the
Committee of Union and Progress (CUP), a primarily conspir-
atoral party organization directed by the Central Committee.
It had its headquarters on Nur-i Osmaniye Street, a few min-
utes’ walk from the Sublime Porte on one side and the Hagia
Sophia cathedral (transformed into a mosque after the Turk-
ish conquest of Constantinople in 1453) and the Sultanahmed
Mosque on the other, and next to the house in the Yerebatan
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neighborhood where Talaat lived with his wife. Komiteci (or
komitact) is the Turkish name for a member of a conspiratory
committee of revolutionists. The CUP was the foremost orga-
nization within a broad Young Turk movement that had begun
as an opposition force against Sultan Abdulhamid II, the last
ruling sultan of Ottoman history. Talaat’s cause was the Central
Committee’s cause and—as he, at least, maintained—the cause
of “the people,” the Turkish nation, and of Islam.?

After their putsch in 1913, the CUP Central Committee alone
dictated politics and the allocation of ministries. When the
committee had organized the Young Turk Revolution of 1908
(see chap. 2, secs. “Talaat’s Lead on the Road” and “Under the
Shadow”; chap. 3, sec. “The Ottoman Spring”), it could only
partly control politics. In the aftermath of the autocratic rule
of Sultan Abdulhamid II, it had been inclined to democracy.
The CUP then had even allied with the main Armenian party,
the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF). Publically,
then, both groups pursued the common goal of establishing
constitutional rule.* A longtime Central Committee member
and an experienced administrator, Talaat used his networks to
concentrate power, to impose policies, and to organize action.
It was he who had principally prepared the putsch of 1913; the
same is true for the reconquest of Edirne in the same year dur-
ing the Second Balkan War, which won him and the CUP huge
prestige among patriots.

Ever since his childhood in Edirne (the early Ottoman capi-
tal in European Turkey), Talaat had an emotional attachment
to the Selimiye Mosque (see chap. 2, sec. “From Edirne”). It
recalled past glory, although the mosque’s sponsor, the late
sixteenth-century sultan Selim II (“the drunkard”), stood for
imperial decadence. His grandfather and namesake, Selim I
“the grim” (yavuz), however, provided a strong role model for
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the Young Turks and served as the party’s patron saint. In a sim-
ilar vein, the Young Turks, most of whom hailed from the Bal-
kans, understood themselves as superior “sons of conquerors”
(Evlad-1 Fatihan), within a geography that had remained largely
Christian.® Tellingly, after his forefathers’ conquest of Western
Asia Minor and the Balkans, in the early sixteenth century,
Selim I had not only conquered Eastern Asia Minor, Syria, and
Egypt but also waged war against domestic adversaries called
Kizilbag, today better known under the general designation
of Alevis.

Alevis did not (and do not) identify with orthodox Sunni
or imperial Islam but did have sympathies with premodern
Shiite Iran, and had connections to Bektashi heterodoxy, a
well-established religious network in the early Ottoman world.®
Talaat’s nation, in contrast, was tantamount to Turkish-speaking
Muslims relying on the Ottoman state. But while his political
roots lay in the Ottoman power organization based on Selim I's
achievements, Bektashism played a role even for Talaat, since
its tekke (cloisters) had offered a safe niche for dissidents under
Abdulhamid and cultivated a more liberal spirit than the Sunni
orthodoxy that the sultan demanded. After the ascendance of
Turkish nationalism in the early 1910s, a few CUP intellectuals
tried to co-opt Alevis and Bektashis, purporting that they were
the true bearers of Turkishness in language and in habits, who
had resisted assimilation to the surrounding Kurdish tribes
and to Arab- and Persian-influenced imperial culture. But this
modestly successful CUP flirtation with Alevism scandalized
conservative Sunni Muslims.”

War and the patriotic call to fight for the nation is political
tender in times of crisis, if enough people follow the call. Talaat
had applied this maneuver during a deep CUP crisis on the eve
of the Balkan Wars in September 1912, for Edirne’s reconquest
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in 1913, and again in July 1914 (see chaps. 4 and 5). Then, a
small group around him decided to use Europe’s July crisis as
a chance to approach Germany and to conclude, finally (after
several frustrated attempts in the months and years before), an
alliance with a European Great power. Talaat embraced war as
a game-changer, although this was a gamble with high stakes
and even higher risks.

The secret treaty on 2 August 1914 demanded active war from
Turkey. Henceforth, an ambitious world war agenda dominated
politics. Although the German-speaking war minister Enver
Pasha, an iconic military hero of the 1908 revolution, appeared
as the figurehead during these plots, Talaat pulled the strings.
Contrary to traditional wisdom, he was not less in command
of the CUP’s notorious paramilitary forces than Enver. This
“Special Organization” prepared a war of conquest into the
Caucasus and actually made raids from August 1914 onward.
He was also centrally involved in the proposition to the Ger-
man ally in October 1914 to launch a naval attack on the Black
Sea to provoke open war with Russia. Only then did the world
know for sure of the Turkish-German alliance. In his memoirs,
written in 1919, Talaat misleads the reader to believe that he was
not aware of the planned aggression. What he wrote after defeat
served as a vindication in his larger, ongoing political struggle
in exile (see chap. 6).®

“On first impression, this is a lucid mind”
(April 1915)

Behind the desk at the Ministry of the Interior in mid-April
1915 was a forty-one-year-old man who impressed his freshly
arrived German visitor, journalist Emil Ludwig, with his energy,
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willpower, and the striking aura of a self-made man.” Talaat was
very active, yet at the same time, he was apparently friendly and
approachable. He signed documents and made telephone calls
while carrying on his conversation with Ludwig. From time to
time, secretaries entered and exited the room. Talaat’s smile and
charm, even under stress, were famous. Upon meeting Talaat
for the first time, Ludwig (soon to gain renown as biographer
of powerful politicians) already had a penetrating view of the
man: “At first sight this is a lucid mind. But behind it, within
him, there is a subdued daemonic temper chained up.”

A British deputy who had known Talaat from a few encoun-
ters wrote in 1921, shortly after the former grand vizier was killed
in Berlin, “T only know that he was, in himself, fearless, and any-
one who, like myself, only knew him superficially found him to
be kindly and with a singular charm.”*° Interacting within the
function of his political goals, Talaat often joked, in cold blood,
about unresolved issues or, enjoying his power, at times teased
his CUP friends and ministers.!' He had the ability to quickly
spot psychological weakness in people, including European
diplomats, yet he knew little beyond the universe of the CUP,
the political home that he had guided since late 1912. In meet-
ings, he was convivial and sociable, his personality dominating
the situation.

Indeed, behind the smile was a brain that planned, con-
structed, and carried out what would be called one of the most
monstrous political acts of the twentieth century: the extermi-
nation of the Ottoman Armenians. Many others have noted
Talaat’s charm and his capacity to humor the people who came
to him. At times he combined this charm with melancholy—
the melancholy of a man presiding over a crumbling empire—
which made him likable, particularly to the Germans, and
mollified even angry friends in his presence. For Talaat, sadness

For general queries, contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

A REVOLUTIONIST HEADING AN EMPIRE 7

served as a weapon. In addition to this, he was an emotional
person and wept at times, for example, at a ceremony in a sol-
dier cemetery or after the death of Sultan Mehmed V.'* Sly, per-
haps, rather than intelligent and farsighted, he possessed the
emotional and social qualities of a networker, a strong instinct
for power, and an excellent memory, which tended toward the
vengeful. “Why did we enter the war?” Talaat asked rhetori-
cally, in order to shape Ludwig’s flattering report in the Berliner
Tageblatt (Berlin Daily); he answered his own question with a
CUP mantra: “We had to reestablish our independence, and we
were sure that we would achieve this best at Germany’s side.”

More than the other Great powers, Wilhelminian Germany
was attracted, politically and culturally, to Turkey.'® During the
war, Germany was ready to adopt a laissez-faire approach vis-
a-vis Turkey’s men of radical action and demolitionist domes-
tic policy, at times fascinated by them. Germany’s interest in
re-empowering Ottoman Turkey—and its noninterference in
its ally’s domestic policies—were essential for Talaat’s designs.
This was particularly true in order to have “a free hand” in what
he called “the national struggle for survival” against his fellow
Armenian citizens.'* Social Darwinism—a belief in a deathly
“fight for survival,” as interpreted from Darwinist notions like
“survival of the fittest” and applied to human society—played a
seminal role during World War I in general and for CUP mem-
bers in particular.

On 24 April 1915, Talaat sent circulars to his provincial gov-
ernors and a long telegram to Enver, the vice commander of
the Ottoman army. ('The sultan was the nominal commander.)
In them, Talaat defined the current domestic situation as a
general Armenian insurrection. He evoked the specter of a
Russian-backed Armenian autonomy in Eastern Asia Minor,
where Turkey risked losing the war. Neither his circulars nor
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his memoirs mention that he and his friends had prepared and
started the war in the East in August 1914 (see chap. 5).'* Their
aim? To restore Turkey’s strength and full sovereignty, abol-
ish internationally monitored reforms for the crisis-ridden
Kurdish-Armenian eastern provinces, and reconquer territory
lost decades ago in the Caucasus and beyond.

Since the mid-nineteenth century, in the eastern provinces
unrest had accompanied lack of security and justice. Diplomacy
called the issue “the Armenian Question” and considered it an
essential part of the modern “Eastern Question”: What could
or should be the future of the Ottoman Empire—which is the
future of the Near East—and what should Europe do about
it?'® A main stumbling block for any easy answers was the Otto-
man non-Muslims” demand for equality. It met fierce opposi-
tion by local lords and Sunni leaders, particularly in Eastern
Asia Minor, where non-Muslims were still regarded as zimmi,
obliged to respect Muslim hegemony in state and society. The
Armenians, the most vocal group demanding reforms, were
denigrated as agents of foreign Christian powers who wanted
to rule over them. Young Armenian activists spread ideas of
social revolutionary change, sought foreign backing, and began
to coordinate self-defense tactics. About 100,000 Armenians,
mostly men, were massacred in 1895, and roughly another
20,000 in April 1909, by gangs organized in mosques who con-
nived with or were supported by state officials and local nota-
bles. Islamist discourse by various authorities—as an honest,
though solitary, Kurdish historian in the 1970s reminded us—
had publicly incited Muslims to kill the gavur (non-Muslim)
en masse and made killing a duty to the ummah (community
of Muslims).'”

To forestall collapsing entirely within its periphery, the state
had to conspire with and co-opt violent reactionary forces. The
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Great powers, in turn, lacked viable common ground and failed
to act. They were paralyzed, not only by imperialist competition
but also by their fear that the collapse of the state would lead
to dangerous geostrategic conflicts and seriously affect their
economical investments and interests. Ottoman diplomacy
under Sultan Abdulhamid II exploited this constellation, and
the state did not prosecute domestic mass crimes, which he had
largely condoned, except for their repercussions abroad.'® Dur-
ing World War I, the situation further worsened. Though the
government had signed a reform plan for Eastern Asia Minor
in February 1914, war and German acquiescence allowed Talaat
to suspend it, and, by the end of 1914, to abrogate it completely.

Talaat had convinced himself that reforms would ultimately
lead to the region’s autonomy and possibly to territorial loss,
as in the recent case of Macedonia. (In that case however,
Talaat’s purposeful warmongering during autumn 1912, as well
as long-standing deficits in the administration, had played a
role.) The loss of almost all of European Turkey in 191213 had
converted him and his friends into radical partisans of a fresh
Turkish nationalism. This new current dismissed any residual
belief in Ottoman multinational coexistence and claimed Asia
Minor as a “Turkish home/homeland” (Tiirk Yurdu), and let
itself simultaneously become obsessed by Ziya Gokalp’s expan-
sive vision of “Turan.” It assumed the successful assimilation
of non-Turkish Muslims, particularly Kurds, but not of Otto-
man Christians. Such ambitious goals of social transformation,
as well as imperial restoration and expansion, could only be
achieved through war. Dreams of conquest toward Turan via
the Caucasus region were extremely popular among young
elites, foremost military officers, from August 1914, but saw
catastrophic frustration in late 1914. They were revived, how-
ever, when czarist Russia collapsed in 1917.
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On 24 April 1915 Talaat decided to end the Armenian Question
once and for all, after meeting with CUP friends and receiving
suggestions from young, radical governors in the East during
the days and weeks before (see chap. 5). Although quite open
to the Armenians after the constitutional revolution of 1908,
he now fanatically hated and deeply feared them as the main
obstacle to his personal ambitions and a Turkish future that he
no longer conceived as related to the principles of the Ottoman
constitution. In his circular, he ordered the arrest of the Arme-
nian elite. Actually, he was suspicious of all non-Muslim groups
with political projects, and of the Zionists as well. During din-
ner with US ambassador Henry Morgenthau on the same day,
he expressed the conviction that “they [the Zionists] are mis-
chievous” and that “it is their [the CUP rulers’] duty to get rid
of them.” The German ambassador Hans von Wangenheim told
Morgenthau three days later that “he would help Zionists but
not Armenians.”*® And, in fact, Germany protected Jews but
not Armenians. With his 24 April 1915 orders, Talaat even sur-
rendered former political friends to interrogation, torture, and,
in most cases, murder. Before killing those arrested, the security
apparatus, a part of his ministry, extorted confessions to prove
that there was a general Armenian conspiracy.”° In fact, there
was no conspiracy. But in Talaat’s calculated conspiracy theory,
which was spread during spring 1915, there was.

Many former political companions, now victims, could not
believe that Talaat had become their persecutor. It was to him
that they appealed for help as they were led to trial and death.!
The lawyer and writer Krikor Zohrab, his longtime political
partner and an internationally renowned Ottoman cross-bench
deputy, had been exempted from the arrests of Saturday night,
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24 April 1915. Together with the Armenian patriarch and two
other representatives, he visited Talaat on Sunday morning
and urged him to liberate the prisoners, but found him inflex-
ible: “All Armenians who verbally, by written word, or by their
actions have worked or can one day work for the construction
of Armenia are considered enemies of the state.””* A day later,
Zohrab sent Talaat a memorandum in which he complained
that not only had the original statement wrongly indicated that
those arrested would be released but that no news could be
obtained on those arrested.*®

Like his Central Committee friend Ziya Gokalp, a very influ-
ential spiritual father of Turkish nationalism, Talaat embraced a
state-centric Muslim Turkism, refused the idea of a social con-
tract, and rejected regionally rooted democracy. Instead, both
men favored unitary, authoritarian centralization. Gokalp’s
modernizing ideology, called “idealism” (mefkirecilik, from
Gokalp’s seminal term mefkiire, “ideal”) by its adepts, was in
fact political messianism. Underestimated, and almost over-
looked by historians, except for twentieth-century Armenian
scholars,** the alliance of Talaat and Gokalp played a seminal
role in the cataclysmic disruption of the late Ottoman Middle
East. It impacted Europe, especially Germany, where Gokalp
was praised as the ingenious founder of Turkish nationalism
and a great historic figure.

Radical party politics was combined with transformative
political thought (Gokalp) and practice (Talaat) during the
Ottoman cataclysm. Fragile seeds of a more modest but con-
sensual and pluralist state- and nation-rebuilding plan based
on Ottoman constitutionalism were thus destroyed. German
orientalists of the early interwar period noted both Gokalp’s
implication in Islamist reform currents and that he was simul-
taneously a Turkish enthusiast who had “got drunk.. .. with the
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ideal of the ‘great eternal country Turan.” Orientalists turned
into Turcologists, and many positively greeted nationalism
based on Islam and Turkdom, thus banishing from their dis-
cipline the hitherto most important contributors to Ottoman
Turcology in Europe: the Armeniens. Gokalp was rightly recog-
nized as the spiritual father of Turkish nationalism and praised
as a master of a “popular philosophy” that had “proved itself so
brilliantly during the last war.”*®

Fraught but in Top Form:

Toward a Communion in Crime

On 27 May 1915, Emil Ludwig visited Talaat a second time.2°
Talaat’s frame of mind was excellent. Two and a half months
before, quite the contrary had been the case. But the first Otto-
man victory that thwarted an attack on Istanbul—Churchill’s
attempted naval breakthrough at the Dardanelles on 18 March—
had greatly lifted the mood of a government that, during winter
1914-15, had suffered heavy defeats in the Caucasus, Northern
Iran, Southern Iraq, and at the Suez Canal. The press of the
Entente countries and neutrals were then vocal in their pleas for
internationally protected Armenian autonomy.?” The victory
on 18 March 1915 against the Entente inspired CUP “brothers”
(as they mutually called themselves) not only with a new self-
reliance but also with an arrogant and brutal chauvinism, as the
Austrian general Joseph Pomiankowski, a frequent companion
of Enver Pasha, noted.*®

Chauvinism then merged with daredevilry. Determina-
tion crystallized among the CUP radicals in the capital and in
the eastern provinces; they decided that this was the oppor-
tune moment to end the Armenian Question by terminating

For general queries, contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

A REVOLUTIONIST HEADING AN EMPIRE 13

Armenian existence. Talaat produced security arguments
regarding the eastern front against Russia. The main underlying
reason given for the action, however, was the will to “free” Asia
Minor from any Armenian claims. In a comprehensive strat-
egy of the war, in which the imperial revolutionists perceived
interior and exterior fronts, he was confident of achieving a
bone-crushing victory against the domestic adversary. He had
embraced total war as a total war—jihad since August 1914 and
understood it to be waged on all sides. He had already achieved
tremendous success in June 1914, when CUP gangs expelled
more than 150,000 Orthodox Christians (so-called Rtim), Otto-
man citizens from the region of Izmir, at the Aegean to the near
islands and then Greece. By mid-July 1915, he boasted as hav-
ing “accomplished more in three months about crushing the
Armenians than Abdul Hamid could do in thirty-seven years.”*

In May 1915, everybody was busy with the struggle for the
Ottoman capital. Only a few hours after mass arrests had com-
menced, the Entente had begun to invade Gallipoli on the
morning of 25 April 1915. While the Ottoman army resisted
successfully, the repelling of Entente forces was led by German
generals and supported by German experts and submarines.
During an interview with Ludwig, Talaat showed himself to
be utterly self-confident: “Nobody will break through the Dar-
danelles.” He did not fear Italy’s possible entrance into war or
the outbreak of war in the Balkans. He felt sure of winning his
“domestic war” against not only the Rtim but also the Arme-
nians. He had already sent a letter on 16 May to the grand vizier
that detailed how his Ministry of the Interior had settled more
than 250,000 Muslim refugees at the places from which the
Rtim had been expelled. Talaat was becoming a pioneering
demographic engineer, as his notebook, with his fastidious sta-
tistical accounting, testifies.>
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Talaat also exhibited utter self-confidence regarding global
history, as is evident in his introduction to the Ottoman transla-
tion of Karl Helfferich’s analysis of how World War I had broken
out. In this piece, dated 14 May 1915, the Ottoman leader entirely
identified with the view on contemporary history of this aca-
demically trained and sharp-tongued advocate of German
Weltpolitik and a future leader of the German Far Right. Con-
veniently for Talaat, Treasury secretary Helfferich, with apo-
dictic certainty, blamed Russia for the war and declared France
and Britain complicit, while the Central powers only defended
themselves against arsonists of the Entente. “In this way, the
responsibilities become fully evident; in my opinion, there is
not even any task left to later historiography,” Talaat concluded.
Two years later, Grand Vizier Talaat was offered a reception in
Helfferich’s house in Berlin.*! They had known each other well
since the aftermath of 1908, when Helfferich, former director
of the Anatolian Railway and now chairman of the Deutsche
Bank, and journalist Paul Weitz organized propaganda and, in
Helfferich’s words, “baksheesh,” besides “advances ad libitum”
to persuade the CUP. It had initially shown reserve vis-a-vis
Germany because of its courtship of Sultan Abdulhamid II.>>

After the attack on the Armenian elite, Talaat prepared the
main act: to send an entire people group into the desert in
Syria. The day before Ludwig’s second visit, Talaat had deliv-
ered a long letter to Grand Vizier Said Halim, a CUP member
but less influential than Talaat and Enver. This letter on 26 May
1915 presents the evacuation of the Armenians as a compre-
hensive and definitive solution of a vital question for the Otto-
man state. While the long sentences are tortuous to read, their
authoritative articulation leaves no room for doubt concerning
Talaat’s goal of pursuing a project that breached the constitu-
tion and Ottoman laws, even if it feigned a resettlement of the

For general queries, contact webmaster@press.princeton.edu



© Copyright, Princeton University Press. No part of this book may be
distributed, posted, or reproduced in any form by digital or mechanical
means without prior written permission of the publisher.

A REVOLUTIONIST HEADING AN EMPIRE 15

removed people, the protection of their rights, and a limited
removal from war zones (he then already intended the country-
wide removal of the Armenians).>?

Urged on by Enver and Talaat, the cabinet decreed a pro-
visional law on 27 May that permitted the army to “crush any
opposition” and, in case of suspicion, to “dispatch individually
or collectively, and to resettle elsewhere, the inhabitants of vil-
lages and towns.”** It did not name the Armenian target, in con-
trast to a much more detailed decree of 30 May. This decree
again bore Talaat’s mark and repeated whole passages from his
26 May letter.>* He acted in defiance of the Entente declaration
on 24 May 1915, which warned the members of the Ottoman
government that they would be held personally responsible
for “crimes against humanity.” (This is the first time the term
was used in high politics.)® Talaat reacted to this international
admonition by extending the responsibility to the whole cabi-
net, thus producing a fundamental communion in crime.

Talaat often acted before he informed his peers or sought
the consent of formal superiors or the cabinet as a whole, and
before laws were made that sanctioned the deeds. On 18 and 23
May, he had already instructed the governor of Erzurum and the
governors of Van and Bitlis—three provinces included in the
reform plan signed in February 1914—to chase the Armenian
population toward the south. At the same time, he had briefed
the governors on the resettlement of Muslim refugees from the
lost Balkan provinces into the houses that the Armenians had
“abandoned.”*” Hence, during three months, beginning in the
East, caravans of Armenian women, children, and men (those
not drafted) dragged their way through Asia Minor. They were
exposed to privation, spoliation, massacre, and repeated rape
of women and children, girls and boys. Most men in the East
were killed before departure. The comprehensive spoliation of
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the Armenians profited the state materially, but it also enriched
notables, a great number of neighbors, and occasional robbers.
Crime went hand in hand with the corruption of a countrywide
miscreant regime.

That Thursday, 27 May 1915, as Ludwig left Talaat’s office, he
saw twenty or so employees prostrating themselves for prayer.
Although Talaat could rarely join in due to lack of time, he par-
ticipated in the public prayers (namaz) on Friday. According to
his wife, every morning he recited the Al-Fath (Victory or Tri-
umph), the forty-eighth surah in the Koran. At times there are
elements of pious rhetoric in his diverse letters, although little
elaboration. In discussions with the sheykhulislam (the head
of the religious administration) Mustafa Hayri, who was also a
member of the CUP’s Central Committee, he insisted that he
was a good Muslim. He had been the first to approvingly shake
the hand of the fetva commissioner after the latter had read the
legal document (fetva) written by Hayri declaring jihad on 14
November 1914. He both identified with and used Islam to sup-
port his power, even in April 1909, when he had extorted a fetva
in order to dethrone Abdulhamid (see chap. 3).%*

Hayri was at odds with Talaat’s radicalism and rudeness,
but, like a small number of other CUP representatives who
felt similarly, was neither able nor willing to confront him seri-
ously. In contrast to Hayri, Talaat did not see the salvation of
the precarious state by a reformed Muslim union. He preferred
to transform state and society simultaneously, as suggested by
the ideas of Gokalp. In the Central Committee, Hayri accused
Gokalp of putting Turkism over Islam and resented the fact that
this adversary enjoyed more influence than he did.** According
to Gokalp’s vision, leaders had to cull bad elements from soci-
ety and graft on new ones. Once the renewed society acquired
Western science and civilization, it would not only realize
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the superiority of Islam and the Turkish race and culture but
also become a unitary body, a country in which, in Gokalp’s
words, “every individual has the same ideal, language, habit,
religion. . .. Its sons ache to give their lives at its frontier!”*°
Gokalp proclaimed a messiah named “Turan,” which did not
stand for a person but for a compelling myth of an “enormous
and eternal fatherland,” to be conquered across the Caucasus.
In the first months of World War I, Turan galvanized young,
“idealist” CUP officers into a pan-Turkist conquest of the Cau-
casus and beyond. They felt it their mission to save Turkic Mus-
lims from Russia’s yoke. In various rhymes Gokalp proclaimed
jihad and his shrill prophecy in early August 1914: “Russia will
collapse and be ruined / Turkey will expand and be Turan!”*!
All too quickly, exalted Turan turned into a frustrated monster
after the disaster of Enver’s Caucasus offensive at Sarikamusg in
January 1915. “The road to Turan,” however, remained sugges-
tive and present, also in telegrams of Talaat’s subordinates.**

Relying on Germany

The term “genocide” did not exist before the lawyer Raphael
Lemkin coined it. After years of campaigning by Lembkin,
“genocide” entered the legal vocabulary of the United Nations
General Assembly on 9 December 1948 as General Assembly
Resolution 260 (the Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide). Lemkin’s original inspira-
tion in pursuing legal means to prosecute war criminals was
inspired by the actions of Talaat, the demolitionist at the head
of the Ottoman Empire who had anticipated genocide by actu-
ally committing it. Talaat used the Armenian genocide to form
a united Turkish-Muslim body and polity in Asia Minor. Lem-
kin learned essential information about Talaat while following
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the trial of his assassin, Soghomon Tehlirian, in Berlin in 1921
(Tehlirian was found not guilty and released). Supported by
German friends and in coordination with Mustafa Kemal
(Atatiirk), who led the Turkish nationalist struggle for Asia
Minor after war defeat, Talaat had continued to agitate in
Europe after escaping Ottoman postwar justice against war
criminals (see chap. 6).*

Before “culling bad elements from society,” that is, destroying
a stigmatized people, a critical barrier had to be overcome in
spring 1915: possible German interposition. Potential shocks to
the alliance had to be tamped down until the deed became irre-
versible and, according to the military logic of alliance, Germany
fully invested in denying or downplaying what had happened.
On 31 May 1915, one day after his detailed removal decree, Talaat
sent Enver to the German ambassador Wangenheim. Enver was
not only German-speaking and the darling of the German press
and court but also the intimate friend of the Turkish-speaking
captain Hans Humann, a frequent interlocutor, advisor, critic
of Wangenheim, and Turcophile hard-liner. In very polite and
trivializing terms, Enver demanded understanding for the need
and support of the project “to evacuate a few subversive fami-
lies from centers of insurrection.” A few Armenian schools and
newspapers would also be closed, but Turkey’s existence, dear to
Germany and German ambitions to Weltgeltung (global stand-
ing), was at risk. Wangenheim acquiesced.**

On 1 June 1915, Krikor Zohrab, a member of parliament once
thought to be on excellent terms with Talaat, asked Talaat and
Midhat Siikrii (Bleda), a Central Committee member and the
CUP’s secretary-general, one last time for an explanation of the
arrests and the anti-Armenian policy. ** Talaat retorted that he
didn’t need to give an account for anything to anybody. “But
to me, in the status of an Armenian deputy,” Zohrab insisted.
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As aresponse to a power-holder who detached himself from
basic human norms, this answer was proof of a personality still
anchored in an Ottoman constitutional period that was now to
be irrevocably revoked, together with Ottoman society itself.
One day later, Zohrab was arrested by order of Talaat and sent
to Diyarbekir, ostensibly for court-martial, but he was brutally
assassinated on the road by CUP killers. On the road from the
Baghdad hotel in Konya, Zohrab had sent Talaat a long, heart-
breaking but dignified and well-pondered letter. It stands to
this day as a monument of a man with spirit—an outstanding
Armenian author, arguably the best Ottoman-speaking orator
in the parliament—wanting to live versus being eager to kill
for power.*¢

Wangenheim soon regretted his rapid acquiescence to Enver,
but Talaat had won the time he needed to set into motion the
administrative machine of deportation. The collective target-
ing of Armenians released and spurred anti-Christian hate and
cupidity in broad parts of society—though not everywhere.
Yezidis and Alevis in remote regions, and individuals in differ-
ent places, offered asylum. On 10 June 1915, the German vice-
consul in Mosul reported to Wangenheim horrible massacres
of deportees from the neighboring province of Diyarbekir.
A high number of corpses and cut body parts floated on the
Tigris.*” Immediately, Wangenheim interrogated Talaat, who
answered, “We liberate ourselves from the Armenians to be a
better ally for you, freed from weakness induced by a domestic
enemy.” Below, on the same page on which Humann reports
these words, he added his own opinion: “The Armenians are
now exterminated grosso modo because of their conspiracy
with the Russians. This is hard, but useful”*®

Humann gives a foretaste of an exterminatory National
Socialism that has more to do with the German experience
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and perception of genocide in Turkey than popular history has
revealed.*” Anti-Semite and anti-Levantine, he identified with
the “idealism,” ambition, and methods of his powerful friend
Enver. Wilhelminian elites largely cherished the idea that a sys-
tematically reempowered Turkey would be the key to German
hegemony in Europe and Western Asia, and consequently to
German global power. Humann used his relations and copro-
duced myths of German and Turkish power to boost his own
career. Though from a cultivated and cosmopolitan family, dur-
ing World War I (and afterward) he admired brutal energy and
will in the service of national power. Wangenheim got on his
nerves when “all the time lamenting [about the treatment of the
Armenians], much to the disadvantage of our political inter-
est,” now that the ambassador understood the comprehensive
dimension of the extermination. The paradox between culture
and nature in social Darwinist terms penetrated much of the
contemporary German elite. An expert on Turkey and a friend
of the Armenians, Johannes Lepsius stood for the other side.*°

Soon thereafter, Wangenheim, the representative of the Wil-
helminian empire in Istanbul, who had had reasons to deem
himself superior to Talaat, collapsed. Strokes killed him in
October, after he had finally tried to convince himself of the
inevitability of Talaat’s policy and even proposed, inspired
by proposals of Zionist Alfred Nossig’s circle, to replace the
removed Armenians with Jews from Poland. Nevertheless,
he had never consented to more than limited removals; thus,
German diplomacy remained, in principle, committed to the
return of the Armenian survivors and restitution of their prop-
erty.>! Even if at first against his will, Wangenheim had made
the Turkish-German war alliance his own project—a product
of haste, emergency, and gamble. Committee advances after
mid-July 1914 had offered Germany the sudden possibility of
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having Turkey at its side. This shaped German war psychology
and planning for the future, while, in late July, war was still only
a possibility, not a reality. Hence, both governments depended
on each other in a mutual war gamble. Thereafter, Wangen-
heim courted the CUP men of action, but for “higher” strategic
reasons; he ignored the warnings and cries for help from the
Armenian side since late 1914. He had himself written the draft
for the apologetic Ottoman answer to the Entente declaration
of 24 May 1915. Joint propaganda efforts of denial intensified
in August 1915 and continued until 1918. It took until 2016 for
German politics to acquire the maturity to officially call the 1915
deed by its name.>

In terms of political strategy, Talaat’s Turkey was advantaged,
because Germany’s aspiration to dominance in Europe and
Weltgeltung remained based on vague concepts. It cherished
the idea of a German Central Europe with a zone of influence
reaching into the Ottoman world and beyond. Only after the
collapse of czarist Russia did it refocus on Eastern Europe. In
contrast, right from the eve of World War I, Talaat possessed
a concrete, minimal goal: the preservation of CUP power and
the establishment of national sovereignty, at least in a secure
Turkish-Muslim home in Asia Minor. Despite defeat in World
War I, Turkey achieved this goal under Mustafa Kemal Pasha,
defied Western diplomacy, and was therefore envied by its
former senior partner.’®> Muhittin Birgen (1885-1959), one of
Talaat’s former counselors and journalistic mouthpieces, wrote
in the 1930s, “If Talaat, who died as a Turk, would today again
wake up and see Turkey, he would not be sad at all that he had
died already at a young age!” For him, Talaat had accomplished
the all-decisive conversion from an Ottoman to a modern Turk-
ish and Muslim identity, the precondition for a restored Turk-
ish sovereignty.>*
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“The people are the garden, we are its gardener”

Talaat became grave when Ludwig asked him, during a third
visit on 18 August 1915, if the persecution of the Armenians
would not damage the economy. He answered, “Yes, a bit. But
we will rapidly replace the empty spots with Turks.” Then he
talked of proof of a general conspiracy. “We are not cruel, only
energetic.”>> (As ever, they conversed in French, the global lan-
guage of education, culture, and diplomacy in the early twenti-
eth century, and also in the late Ottoman world.) In fact, Asia
Minor had by this point largely lost its most educated, industri-
ous, and agriculturally productive population. “The people are
the garden, we are its gardener,” Gokalp had stated before the
war. In retrospect, Midhat Siikrii justified the extermination by
what he called the contagious mental illness of the Armenians.
Others, such as military doctor Mehmed Resid, the governor
of Diyarbekir and Talaat’s direct subordinate, compared the
Armenians to bandits and microbes to be eliminated.*

Talaat promoted radicals and corrupt subordinates, and trans-
ferred or demoted those in his administration who dared to help
the persecuted people or who refused his orders. Though relying
on these subordinates to promote his policies, he cultivated for
himself the image of an incorruptible patriot. In contrast, several
governors, notables, and Muslim leaders preserved their human-
ity, and a few therefore lost their lives. But all in all, they were a
small minority.>” Within the Central Committee, Talaat allowed
the extremist members to have the upper hand, notably, the
military doctors Selanikli Nazim and Bahaeddin Sakir. When
Mehmed Cavid, his close companion for a decade, came back
to Istanbul in August 1915 after several months in Europe, he
was deeply appalled by the “monstrous murder and enormous
dimension of brutality that Ottoman history had never known
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FIGURE 1: Not yet grand vizier, but boss in party and government, Talaat

in late summer 1915, with Alfred Nossig and Halil and Enver Pasha (from
Alfred Nossig, Die Tiirkei und ihre Fiihrer [Halle: Otto Hendel, 1916]).

before, even in its darkest periods. . . . You managed to destroy
not only the political existence but the life itself of a whole
[Armenian] people,” he silently accused the committee—in
his diary.*® Beyond this confession, Cavid was not able to react
against the dominance of his political friend and, also, did not
know all the facts, because Talaat communicated discreetly,
being the soul and architect of the whole scheme.

The foolhardy removal of the Armenians, allegedly for the
benefit of “the nation,” strengthened Talaat’s position and
prestige. Henceforth, he was deemed the savior of the father-
land, the “man of the future,” even a prophet. “You are Noah /
You, if you were not, this nation would be orphaned,” Gokalp
rhapsodized in the CUP newspaper Tanin on 14 September
1915. Churchill, by contrast, had failed miserably, forcing the
Dardanelles to take Istanbul, and resigned from the Admiralty
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(the leadership of the Royal Navy). “There is more blood than
paint on these hands. . . All those thousands of men killed. We
thought it would be a little job and so it might have been if it
had been done the right way,” he said mid-August 1915, while
painting, to a friend who feared that “Churchill might go mad”
after his catastrophic failure.*®

The political elite in Berlin, the German press, and a large
segment of the public—from majoritarian socialists to liberals
and the militaries—also took Talaat for a respectable, if not
admirable, leader, but in any case, “the most interesting and
most important statesman of Turkey.” From 1915 onward, pan-
egyrics about him appeared in the German press. But when
Ludwig visited Talaat several times in early 1916, even before
returning to Europe, his faith in beneficial cooperation between
both countries had faded, although his reports still repeated
set propagandistic phrases. After one year under Talaat’s reign,
Ludwig was alienated. He found the foundations of state and
society “totally different” in both countries. He warned readers
to “beware of unrealizable expectations that would contradict
why we help a [ Turkish] nation to recover power, so that Tur-
key becomes the master in its own house.”® In summer 1918
only, the chancellor let Cavid and Talaat know that, as minis-
ter of finances Cavid relates, he was “saddened to see that the
money which Germany had given us [ Turks] was used to anni-
hilate Christians; [and that] this was part of the actual prob-
lems” between both governments.*!

Faced with Talaat’s charm, many Germans revealed schizo-
phrenic attitudes that went hand in hand with a specific Wil-
helminian orientalism and, in consequence, a form of moral
defeatism. Count Johann Heinrich Bernstorfl, German ambas-
sador in Istanbul from 1917 and, seemingly, an upright liberal —
afterward a member of parliament in the Weimar Republic for
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the German Democratic Party—is a case in point. An exile
in Switzerland, in 1936 he published his memoirs, which offer
important insights and edifying remarks but lack analytical
penetration and honesty. He contended that “a dainty blend
of skepticism and slight cynism increased the charm of this
[Talaat’s] appealing personality” of “full integrity” and that he
“learned to venerate and love” Talaat. Yet, in the same para-
graph, he emphasized Talaat’s complicity in “the Turkish sin”
(Bernstorff’s term for the crime against the Armenians) and
quoted him as saying, when he had asked him about the Arme-
nians, “What do you want? The question is finished. There are
no more Armenians.” Contemporary correspondence shows
that Ambassador Bernstorft did not distinguish between facts
and propagandistic lies, thus blaming victims with easily assimi-

lated sterotypes—an aspect largely concealed in his memoirs.*>

“Revolutionist Statesmanship,”

Imperially Biased: A Prototype

Historically, it is time to understand coherencies and to be clear
about evidence. Talaat must be considered a true pioneer. He
instigated the first single-party experience in the twentieth
century and imperial komitecilik (politics by a revolution-
ist committee heading an empire). He spearheaded violent
demographic engineering commensurate with radical ethnic
nationalism and knew how to use jihad to this effect. He went
decidedly further than politically ambitious young men of the
Balkans in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
who were haunted and informed by Bulgarian and “Serbian
ghosts.”®® Overall histories of World War I remain Eurocentric
as long as they do not integrate the dynamics of the Ottoman
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FIGURE 2: Talaat at the height of his power in his hotel in Brest-
Litovsk, early 1918 (Wienbibliothek im Rathaus, Tagblattarchiv).

19108, when the international hub of Istanbul was a proactive
mirror of issues, ideas, and political patterns that would domi-
nate in larger Europe.

Talaat’s political biography suggests that he understood geno-
cide as a highly asymmetrical form of total war at home, one
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that “compensated” for international weakness.** An important
background to his cataclysmic and demolitionist policy was the
loss of Ottoman territory, power, and sovereignty, which had
been almost continuous since the late eighteenth century. The
diminution of the empire’s reach resulted in hundreds of thou-
sands of muhacir—Muslim refugees and migrants—mostly
from the Balkans and the Caucasus, who had experienced per-
secution or been subjected to non-Muslim, primarily Russian,
rule. Defeat and loss in the Balkan Wars inflicted by former
Ottoman subjects in 1912—13 had an immediate toxic impact on
Ottoman political circles. The “sons of conquerors” (Evlad-1
Fatihan) reacted with aggressive propaganda of victimhood
and revenge blended with conspiracy theories.

Ottoman society since the late medieval era had been poly-
ethnic and multicultural, although the state itself—its officials
and leaders—had been Sunni Muslim since the sixteenth cen-
tury. Christians and Jews had enjoyed autonomy, wherever they
lived in the empire, in civil, cultural, and educational affairs,
including family law, but had little say in the affairs of the state.
In the modern era, the hierarchical Ottoman fabric underwent
a deep crisis when faced with Western ideas of equality and
nationalism. The Ottoman reformers introduced the principle
of egalitarian Ottoman plurality in the mid-nineteenth century,
at a time when there was still slavery in the United States and
Europeans governed, very unequally, their home countries and
their colonies. When faced with nationalist separatism and final
loss on the Balkans, however, the constitutional principle of
egalitarian pluralism appeared to be utopian, even to some of
its initial supporters.

In its place, Talaat chose homogeneous Turkish-Muslim
“unity” without Christians in order to secure Turkish-Muslim
sovereignty and to save the core of imperial rule. Thus, he failed
to uphold, or willingly renounced, the principles of the 1908
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constitution, the basis of a modern social contract, in order
to turn Asia Minor into a national home of Muslim Turks
by means of coercion and mass violence. The CUP’s succes-
sors were able to pursue this minimal goal successfully, even
after defeat in World War I, thanks to the apogee of Talaat’s
policy: the destruction of Asia Minor’s Armenians in 1915-16
and its posthumous completion in the mandatory population
exchange of the 1923 Lausanne Treaty. International diplomacy,
then, sanctioned both the previous expulsions of Ottoman
Greek Orthodox Christians (Rtim) and, implicity, the genocide
of 1915-16. It endorsed Talaat.

Against this backgound, Talaat might be called a radical
nationalist and an imperially biased revolutionist, and his pol-
icy during World War I a paradigmatic precursor to even more
radicalized policies of this type in Central Europe in the years
to come. It is not the use of force and its partly rational final-
ity that distinguishes this type of extreme violence from the
violence in Europe’s colonizing enterprise since the sixteenth
century. What marks the distinction is the inclusion of an elu-
sive imperial mythology that its perpetrators pursued in what
they considered a Darwinian total war—jihad with the exterior
and the interior of their state and society. The largely resentful
character of their violence stemmed from accumulated feel-
ings of victimhood and compensating myths of ethnoreligious
superiority. These myths were reembedded in Islamism and the
new “Turkism” (Turkish nationalism), including pan-Turkism,
of the early twentieth century, which Gokalp spread most
seminally.

Once he became a more visible dictator in 1917, Talaat’s
appearance, in uniform or not, was comparatively restrained.
A carefully managed public image presenting a prophet-like,
popular, but ingenious leader, surrounded by other gifted CUP
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individuals, now joined what had formerly been the domi-
nant institutional cult of the Central Committee. (Traditional
scholarship generally emphasizes only this institutional cult
of the pre-1912 era.) But there was no personality cult around
Talaat comparable to that of the European dictators who fol-
lowed him. Nevertheless, in the historical area of larger Europe,
Talaat opens the age of extremes and the Europe of the dic-
tators.®® That many people described him as an engaging and
approachable person, even as an outstanding statesman of his
time, is a telling indicator of the zeitgeist. To approach Talaat
successfully, a study must go beyond narratives of identifica-
tion (by nationalists, Islamists, contemporary Germans, or anti-
Western anti-imperialists) and avoid misidentification.

Contemporaries Churchill and Talaat were well acquainted
with each other. Both were ambitiously dedicated to empires
that were to last only a few years in one and a few decades in the
other. Imperial bias is a crucial factor and feature of the cataclys-
mic decade studied here, and it applied to Ottoman, German,
French, Russian, and British politics. Nevertheless, Britain
still stood for a liberal worldview and individual rights, while
Talaat’s Turkey pioneered patterns of a new age of extremes
that erased individuality. Talaat and illiberal leaders after him
acted in the name of an all-encompassing, abstract victimhood
of their “people,” “nation,” “class,” or, in the case of the CUP,
“Islam.”

After Talaat’s fall, Lenin, Stalin, Mussolini, and Hitler led
empires. All claimed to be backed by domestic majorities—“the
people,” “the working class"—and to fight ruthless exploitation
by foreign political, economical, and military powers that they
saw allied to or in sympathy with domestic agents. In this way
they justified systematic persecution of ostracized domestic
groups. Ostracism happens in concrete, although deep-rooted,
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contexts: Hitler became an almost total Jew-hater after World
War I, Talaat a foremost political Armenian-hater after the First
Balkan War. Exploitation of an industrial proletariat, victim-
hood of Caucasian and ex-Ottoman Muslims, and pervasive
post—-World War I misery in Germany and Italy were not only
rhetorical but real. “Saviors” answered these realities, using stig-
matized scapegoats to give easy explanations for the problems
in society and to concentrate power rapidly and ruthlessly.

The Ottoman revolutionists born in the European belle
epoque did not long seek a modern consensual social contract.
For them, ideology, loyalty, and the logics of a conspirational
committee prevailed over law and rationality in domestic
administration. This attitude, combined with war and geno-
cide, led to a pervasive rupture in the Ottoman world. Atatiirk’s
“revolution” of the 1920s did not make a break from, but built
on, the demolitionist groundwork of its predecessors. We
might therefore understand party leader and minister Talaat
as a prototypical revolutionist for the post-Ottoman world: a
partisan statesman whose legacy is traceable not only in Turkey
but also, for example, in Iraq’s and Syria’s Baath Parties. The
challenging gap—from a committee-led empire to functioning
democratic states that abstain from claims to any supremacy of
religious or ethnic groups—is still not bridged.

Bridging a Post-Ottoman Century

Hamid Kapancizéide, a high functionary who had worked in the
Ministry of the Interior when it was headed by Talaat, noted:
“The affair [i.e., the administration] finally derailed, the grip was
lost and the country faced ruin. I witnessed the Pasha [Grand
Vizier Talaat, 1917-18] screaming once in despair and helpless-
ness, but these tears did not touch me, because several times
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he had preferred the hypocrisy and adulation of the [party]
men to my vigorous complaints and warnings. The road that
he pursued could not produce another outcome.” His rule “had
preferred war to the life of the nation.”*®

The Kemalists believed that Atatiirk discarded the short-
comings of Talaat and the CUP. Yet Kemal Atatiirk largely
endorsed Talaat as his predecessor, not only de facto but also
in his approving correspondence with him in 1919—20, when
Talaat led Turkey’s anti-Entente agitation in Europe from his
asylum in Berlin (see chap. 6). Atatiirk therefore followed the
former legacy and obeyed its logic to a considerable extent and
relied on Talaat’s staff—although not on Hamid, an early dis-
sident, but on young governors and devoted party members
from Talaat’s “team.” This group accomplished a quite seamless
transition of power from Istanbul to Ankara, thus perpetuat-
ing patterns, practices, and principles of governance across the
country and across generations.®’ Even if Kemalist breaks of
the 1920s (foremost, the adoption of a modern Western civil
code, the break with sharia, and the refusal of political Islam)
remain important, the Republic of Turkey was largely founded
on Talaat’s groundwork and Gokalp’s ideas.

Kemalist Ankara abandoned the CUP’s imperial alliance
with and dependence on Germany. Mustafa Kemal Pasha, the
later Atatiirk, claimed distance from the CUP’s Islamism and
cultural and political Muslim identity. The same is true for
Ottoman imperial language. Talaat had mastered this largely
artificial imperial idiom that was used in the administration,
thanks to along post-1908 apprenticeship in the parliament and
the Ministry of the Interior. Evolved at the court and used in
the official correspondence, this language mirrored the imperial
hierarchy and effaced individual agency by frequent use of the
passive voice. All in all, it emphasized a mighty autocratic state
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and its sovereign. This understanding did not fundamentally
change, either with the factual disempowerment of the sultan
in 1909 or with the abolition of the sultanate-caliphate in 1922
and 1924. Kemal Atatiirk’s fundamental texts of the 1920s are
still composed in imperial Ottoman language, and not in his
“purified” republican Turkish or Oz Tiirkge, which was other-
wise problematic, because of his underlying belief in Turkish
origins of human language and civilization.

Although there are no easy, direct lines, this biography
intends to clarify the critical historical background of today’s
cataclysms in the Levant. The term “Ottoman cataclysm” is
used to lend a novel approach to the last Ottoman decade and
to place this era and its actors more firmly in the center, instead
of the periphery, of a history of larger Europe. This study ana-
lyzes the Ottoman Empire’s last dominant actor, his seminal
alignments, and the centrality of the hub Istanbul, the Ottoman
capital, in the catastrophe oflarger Europe (or the “Old World,”
as seen from overseas). It emphasizes seminal Ottoman devel-
opments that, though little noticed, codetermined the last years
of Europe’s belle epoque. The historical perspective changes
considerably if World War I is investigated from the viewpoint
of Istanbul and its policy options, which the radical top actors
there could embrace. Contemporary Germans knew well that
the Ottoman capital was “a hot spot of European policy” and
that “any shift of the European balance of power there influ-
enced the relationship of the Great powers.”®®

This study delves into relevant historical context, insofar as
it elucidates main points and strands of Talaat’s biography, and
into plots and factions, as far as they play a role in the larger
context, leaving aside encyclopedic data, anecdotes, or epic
analyses of internal CUP matters. It privileges the last and least-
explored decade of Talaat and the CUP, starting in 1912, in which
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Before 1878
L

July 1913
I~ %

. Ottoman Empire

Ottoman territory only formally
Ottoman

MAP 1: The Ottoman Empire before 1878; after 1878; 1913-14 (Egypt was
administered by Great Britain from 1878, but it was still Ottoman before
November 1914; Libya was invaded by Italy in 1911); 1923 (in 1939, the region
of Antakya and Alexandretta in Northwestern Syria was added to Turkey).

he emerged as the leader of the CUP after he had retrieved
the party from its nadir on the eve of the Balkan Wars.%® He
emerged as a demolitionist builder of a “new Turkey” on shaky
ground, and destruction and extermination, with Talaat at the
helm, are given their due place in this volume. The documents
that Talaat left behind, including his memoirs, leave no doubt
that for the CUP’s signature “political animal,” the destruction
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of the Armenians was crucial. Penetrating knowledge of “the
brain and soul behind the persecution of Armenians” (in the
words of German ambassador Paul Wolff-Metternich) is a must
in terms of unmasking the truth concerning this genocide. War
was Talaat’s matrix. He and his political friends had embraced
it as a main apparatus of their politics from autumn 1912.

It is time to ponder and understand Talaat’s entire political
biography, including its afterlife, and to overcome a hitherto
fractionated and insufficient analysis of CUP rule in the 1910s.
It is time to conceive of the 1910s and World War I beyond
Eurocentric terms, bringing the Ottoman cataclysm into the
framework of a larger Europe. We must see why generations of
diplomats had come to believe that the 1923 Near East Treaty
of Lausanne had solved the late Ottoman questions, although,
endorsing Talaat’s legacy, it evidently failed to do so in a con-
structive way. Concluded by European victors of World War I
and Turkish victors of the war for Asia Minor, not by all main
groups involved, the Peace of Lausanne endorsed authoritarian
rule and the “unmixing of population” according to religion. It
seemed to have opened a new chapter for the post-Ottoman
world, but instead it perpetuated patterns and principles of
Talaat’s governance, even making them part of an attractive par-
adigm for law-breaking radical “solutions” far beyond Turkey.
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398, 401-2; failed Suez campaign
of, 12, 220, 223, 359; fear of a second
Armenian, 289, 300-301; governor of
Adana, 78; memoirs of, 141; member
of the Turkish-German Society, 287;
military commander of Istanbul,
139—40, 143—49; military governor
ofSyria, 108, 182, 217-18, 225, 253,
274, 289; minister of the navy, 162;
and Rambert, 147; and Rohner, 266;
and Talaat, 163, 314, 473n233; as a
triumvir, 163, 314

Cemal Azmi, 130, 258, 409

Central Asia, 197, 368—69, 378, 409

Central Committee of the CUP (Com-
mittee of Union and Progress),
xi, 2—3, 16, 18, 22, 55—56, 62, 66, 84,
112; conspirational, 30; guidelines
of, mid-November 1914, 206, 208;
institutional cult of, 29; members of,
1911, 123—24; secrecy also after 1908,
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66; Ziya Gokalp as the ideological
master of, 36

Central Powers, 318, 322, 324-36;
expecting reparations, 341; new
world order projected by, 339,
363—64, 369. See also Triple Alliance;
Quadruple Alliance

centralization/centralism, 11, 79, 82,
84, 86, 99, 152, 154, 301. See also
decentralization

Cerkez Ahmed, 209

Cevdet. See Abdullah Cevdet

Cevdet (governor, Enver’s brother-
in-law), 90, 205, 209, 221-22, 225,
227-28, 25051, 258, 263-64

chauvinism: actionist, 148; CUP/
Turkish, 12, 116, 229, 311, 327;
French, 182

Chicherin, Georgy, 398

Chios, 131, 148, 150, 168—-69

cholera, 129

Churchill, Winston, xii, 12, 23-24,
29, 88—89, 113-14, 182, 189—90, 212,
227-28, 341, 349, 353

Cilicia, 226, 233, 467n163

Circassians, 41, 245; of SO, 348

Club de Constantinople, 70

Club d’Orient, 149

Cold War, 420

Cologne, 349

Commission of Mazhar, 241

Committee of Progress and Union
(CPU, temporary name change of
CUP), 36, 49—58; external (Paris)
center of, 49—-50

Committee of Union and Progress
(CUP, ittihad ve Terakki Cemiyeti),
xi, xiii, 2-3, 14, 28, 36, 49, 139; action
party inside, 186, 211; affinity of with
Germany, 76, 88, 113, 350; branch
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of in Diyarbekir, 98, 100, 106, 245;
as Cemiyet-i mukaddese (Holy
Committee), 49, 62; circle of in
1890s Edirne, 42; commissaries of,
237, 241; congress of (1909), 81, 98;
congress of (1910), 86; congress of
(1911), 123; congress of (1912), 123;
congress of (1916), 323-24; congress
of (1917), 323; congress of (1918),
379—-80; CUP-liberal cooperation,
116-17; files of, 406; foundation of,
42—43; and Great Britain, s9-60, 76,
350; identity of, 45; imperialism of,
359; initiation ritual for, see Otto-
man Freedom Society; memoran-
dum of, May 1908, 52; pioneer of
right-wing revolution, 317; secretary
general of, 46; seeking Huguenin’s
help, 122; as strongest Young Turk
organization, 62

comprador bourgeoisie, 17475

concentration camps, 259, 261-68, 276,
351

Congress and Treaty of Berlin. See
Berlin Treaty

Congress of Ottoman opposition
parties (1907), 37, 49, 58, 60

conscription, 39

Constantinople. See Istanbul

constitution/constitutionalism, Otto-
man, 3, 1011, 27-28, 36, 40, 52, 58, 98,
104, 303, 326, 424; 0f 1876, 41, 105; of
1908, 5455, 58, 6468, 78-79, 90-92,
151, 15455, 269, 295, 298; gospel of,
91-92, 358; dismissal of, 86, 92, 116,
118, 151, 327, 351, 413, 418, 425

constitutional period, second, xv, 19

conversion, 158; during genocide, 234,
246, 265; to Turkish nationalism, 9,
21,99, 104, 413
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cooptation, of regional lords and gangs,
xi, 8, 41, 82, 86-87, 92, 240

counterrevolution of 1909. See coup, of
April1909

coup: of April 1909, 63, 70-74; of July
1912 (Halaskar insurrection), 119-21;
of January 1913, 3, 133-36, 305

courts-martial, Ottoman: during World
War, 19, 228; after World War, 381,
385, 408

Crawford, David, 159

Crescent Committee. See Ottoman
Freedom Society

Crete, union declared with Greece,
66,155

Crimea, 170, 344, 381-82

crimes against humanity, 362, 407-8;
first use of the term in high politics, 15

Cukurova, 273, 4691186

CUP. See Committee of Union and
Progress

CUP Central Committee. See Central
Committee of the CUP

Curzon, George, Lord, 75

czar. See Nicholas IT

Czernin, Ottokar, 339, 343—44

Dadaism, 389

Damascus, 47, 344

Dardanelles, 12, 23, 189-90, 223—24,
239; closure of, 458n3s; victorious
defense at, 12, 89, 190, 227-29, 258,
344, 350, 476n9; German warships
entering, 187

Dariilfiinun (Istanbul University), 125, 323

Dashnak/Dashnaktsutiun. See Arme-
nian Revolutionary Federation

death cult among CUP radicals, 222,

342,377

INDEX

decentralization, 58, 302, 307. See also
League of Private Initiative and
Decentralization

demographic engineering, xi, 13, 25, 48,
155, 167-69, 178~79, 205, 234, 249,
319. See also genocide; population
exchanges; Talaat, pioneer of demo-
graphic engineering

Denker, Arif Cemil, 230, 391

Denktash, Rauf, 488n173

Deportation Law (decree), 15, 270, 298

Der ez-Zor, 237, 252, 259, 262—67, 262,
273,276

Der Judenstaat (by T. Herzl), 295

Dersim, 224, 241, 254; Alevi Kurds of,
224,256

Der Yeghiayan, Zaven (Armenian
patriarch), 11, 202, 205-6, 292

deserters. See World War I, deserters in

Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, 388, 409

Deutsche Bank, 14, 88, 272, 382

Deutsche Levante-Zeitung, 335

Develii, 263-64

Die Welt, 304, 4741246

Dilman, 223

Directorate for General Security, Otto-
man, 201, 265, 282

Directorate General of Press and Infor-
mation, 414

Directorate for Resettlement of Tribes
and Migrants, Ottoman, 226, 23s;
subdirectorate of, in Aleppo, 266,
4671162

Disraeli, Benjamin, 353

Diyarbekir, 19, 22, 36, 64, 72, 96, 98-106,
152-53, 163, 193, 223, 238, 253-54,
256, 259—60, 274, 276, 291, 383, 412,
464n128, 469n186; Abandoned
Property Commission in, 248; CUP
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branch in, 98, 104, 106, 245; during
coup of 1909, 72; extermination in,
19, 239, 243—47, 253; mining industry
in, 273; prison in, 324; rebellious
youths in, 36, 99-101; telegram sent
in 1895 from, 103

Dolmabahge Palace, 41, 143, 447034

Donme, 44-46, 85, 215, 279, 302

Dértyol, 22527, 233, 252, 276

eastern provinces (of the Ottoman
Empire), 8, 12, 41, 50, 85, 99, 103,
109, 142, 152—59, 163, 170, 198-99,
205, 224, 229, 243-58, 261, 319, 349,
398. See also Reform Agreement;
reform plan

Eastern Question, 8, 37, 130, 142, 185,
195-96, 351, 354; made part of the
general war, 183, 334, 336; quagmire
of, 130, 142, 151; as a vengeance
against Europe, 195

Ebert, Friedrich, 382

Edirne (Adrianople), 3, 35-38, 41, 51,
124, 131-32; concession of, 132, 134;
fall of, 138; reconquest (recovery)
of, 3, 4, 142—45, 182, 349; as start of a
history of salvation, 145

Edremit, 175—76

Edward VII, king, 53

egalitarian pluralism, 27, 40, 60, 294,
307, 317; killed, 294, 301. See also
constitutionalism

Egypt, 4, 33,141, 182, 214, 217-18, 231,
333, 353, 394 396

Fhmann, Johannes, 461n93

Einstein, Lewis, 290

elections, to Ottoman Parliament: of
1908, 68; 1911 by-election, 117; 1912
sopali se¢im, 117; of April 1914, 172
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Elkus, Abram, 297, 475n263

Elmaliyah, Abraham, 297

Emmanuilidis, Emmanuil, 125, 135,
179-80, 272, 318, 431n§

Emrullah Efendi, 94

Enis Pasha, 102—3

Entente, 12-15, 59, 113, 129, 156, 182,
184,189, 192, 197, 212, 223, 228, 298,
319, 354, 365; agitation and reaction
against, 31, 354, 373, 385, 388, 400—
402; Anglo-Russian, 197; Armenian
preference for, 202; breakthrough
attempt at the Dardanelles by, 199,
223, 228, 232; declaration by, 25 May
1915, 15, 21; hoped for relief by, 238;
invasion of Greece by, 257-58; Istan-
bul occupied by, 406; partition plans
by, 318, 340, 356, 363

Enver (Ismail Enver) Pasha, xiii, 5, 7, 12,
14, 18—20, 23, 47, 87, 118, 141, 144, 164,
178, 218, 232, 243, 251-52, 270, 332; as
attaché in Berlin, 77, 88, 112; in the
Balkan wars, 131, 144; and Caucasus
campaigns, 17, 196, 207, 210, 221-22,
365—69, 377; and coup in 1913, 133—
37; disarming of Armenian soldiers
ordered by, 225; early CUP member,
47, 49; and Edirne’s recovery, 109,
144, 349; and entering World War I,
186-89, 191, 193, 201, 211-15; in exile,
381-82, 385, 396-98, 401-3; family of|
53,90, 112, 194, 204, 355, 367, 4431065;
Germanophile, 18, 19, 183; hero of
the 1908 revolution, s, $3—54, 108,
118; Graves on, 163; and Humann,
20, 284, 388; in Libya, 112, 141;
minister of war, 162—63; and Mustafa
Kemal (Atatiirk), 319, 392-93; and
Pomiankowski, 12; president of
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Enver (Ismail Enver) Pasha (continued)
Turkish-German Society, 287-88;
remains brought to Turkey, 420; and
separate peace, 346—48; and Talaat,
xiii, §, 14-15, 108-9, 133—34, 141, 176,
178, 182, 186, 193, 196, 199, 218—20, 227,
233, 235, 263, 265, 279, 285, 294, 297,
310, 313, 315, 334, 365-66, 372, 390,
396, 402-3, 411, 416, 42913, 4521139,
480ns2; and Tahsin, 194, 254; vice
commander of the Ottoman army,
7; and Wangenheim, 18—20, 148, 183,
186-87, 189, 211, 213, 229; and Ziya
Gokalp, 98, 290

equality, 27, 63, 91; demand by non-
Muslims for, 8, 153; refusal or post-
ponement of, 71, 86-87, 154

Erzincan, 72, 255, 257; reconquest of,
339; Russian retreat from, 365, 367

Erzberger, Matthias, 265, 284-8s,
341-42, 365, 367, 370, 372, 374

Erzurum, 15, 72, 91, 198-99, 2056, 243;
captured, 256; leaders in, pioneering
genocide, 248-358; reconquest of,
339; Russian retreat from, 365, 367

Eskijian, Hovhannes, 266

Eskigehir, 279-80

Essad Pasha. See Toptani

Eurocentric history, 25-26, 34, 110,
436n63

Europe: belle epoque of, 30, 32,173, 181,
183, 189, 283; family of, 172; guarantee
and intervention of, 40, 45, 52, 103,
153; July Crisis of, 5, 178, 182, 186;
larger (Europe, Russia, and the
Ottoman world), xv, 30, 32, 178

European Union, 427

Evlad-1 Fatihan (sons of conquerors),

4,27, 59

INDEX

Faiz al-Huseyin, 274-77, 4691188

famine, 40, 220, 261, 324

fascism, 354, 368, 410

fedai, CUP, 50, 53, 70, 282

federalism, 59, 96, 99

Ferid Pasha, 7475, 117

Fevzi. See Piringcizade Feyzi

Filipeli Hilmi, 198, 256

Filmer, Cemil, 282

Fitzmaurice, Gerald, 296

France, 14, 43, 59, 129, 133, 170, 182, 229,
363,370

Franz Ferdinand, Archduke, 178, 181

Freemason/Freemasonry, 44, 97, 111,
296

French Revolution, 81, 138

Friedman, Isaiah, 473n232, 4761268

Fuad Selim, 34546, 480ns1

Galicia, 219, 347

Gallipoli: defense of, xv, 13, 219-20, 233,
347, 350, 392, 419; culmination of the
narrative of national salvation at,
322, 476n9

Garo. See Armen Garo

Gates, Caleb C., 462n103

gavur, 8, 175, 4691191

Gaza, 312, 359

General Jewish Colonization Organiza-
tion, 285, 361

genocide, Xi, 17, 34, 261, 333—34; actors
of, 256-57, 269, 276, 290; alleged pro-
tection during, 255; anti-Christian,
419; Armenian, 232—77; Assyrian,
234, 239—40; and deathly utopia of
Turan, 367; deceptive resettlement
during, 262-63; denial of, 309, 313,
324, 362, 386, 4721n227; first phase of

Armenian, 241; German perception
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of in Turkey, 19—20; justification of,
292, 294; and Lausanne Treaty, 28;
panegyric during, 277; of Pontus
Ram, 257-58, 319-20, 355, 401;
second phase of Armenian, 261-68,
28s; role of SO in, 252-54, 450n98;
term of, 17, 320, 386—87; war matrix
for, 34, 185, 380, 404, 408; and the
Yishuv, 314. See also Germany, and
Armenian genocide

Germany, 7, 17-21, 88-89, 151-52, 182—84,
381-411; and Armenian genocide, 18,
24,278, 28384, 292, 328—29, 436n62;
backing of Turkey in 1913-14, 151-52,
158—64; CUP’s and Atatiirk’s appeal
for, 407, 409, 435n53; defeatism of, 24,
269, 272, 283-84, 292, 374; democrats
in, 370, 373—74; Far Right in, 38788,
396—97; friend of Abdulhamid II,
14,148, 151; July crisis in 1917, 370;
military mission of, in Turkey, 162,
212, 218, 221, 332; protector of Jews, 10,
295-96; schizophrenia of, 24, 31415,
384; supporting return of Armenian
survivors, 20, 265, 285, 328, 365; ata
threshold (1913), 151; Turkophilia of,
7, 11; refusal to defend Talaat’s Arme-
nian policy, 328-29, 373—74, 478n27.
See also Committee of Union and
Progress, and Germany; Orientpoli-
tik; Wangenheim

Germany, alliance of, with Turkey. See
World War alliance of Germany and
Turkey

Ginio, Eyal, 145

Girard, René, 472n228

Gladstone, William E., 353

Goeben (battle cruiser), 189

George, Lloyd, 34647
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Georgia/Georgians, 199, 363, 365

Gokalp. See Ziya Gokalp

Graves, Robert, 45, 153, 159, 163, 165,
455n3

Great Britain, 14, 33, 59, 76, 129, 148,
155, 15759, 198, 213, 229, 34952,
354-55, 359, 368, 370, 402, 405; and
Great Game, 197; imperial embrace
of Middle East by, 363—64; jihad
against, 200; liberalism of, 29; and
NILI, 289; occupation of Istanbul by,
396; and Ottoman order of warships,
179, 189; and partition of Ottoman
Empire, 129-30, 363; ; and Ottoman
wish for alliance, 113, 349; and post-
war justice, 341, 385, 389; and separate
peace, 227, 345—47; support for
Kémil cabinet, 148, 349—50; support
for Tanzimat, 40; and Talaat, xii, 29,
88-90, 133, 189, 341, 349, 355, 385, 389,
403. See also Entente

Great Game, 197

Greece, 66, 138, 146, 167, 185, 187, 191,
405; annexation of islands by, 179;
conflict with Turkey over islands,
131-32, 134, 148, 167—69; commis-
sion of and Ottoman Turkey for
population exchange, 187; conquest
of Salonica, 43; haven for expellees
and refugees, 13, 204; idea of greater
Greece (Megali Idea), 175; indepen-
dence of, 38

Greece during and after the Balkan
‘Wars, 124, 131-32, 142, 146, 150,
167-69, 174-79, 185, 449176

Greece during World War I, 191, 213,
257-58; end of neutrality (occu-
pied by Entente), 257-58; national

schism, 227-28
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Greece during the war for Asia Minor,
319; occupation and loss of Izmir,
386, 400—401

Greek-Orthodox Ottomans. See Rtim

Grey, Edward, 75, 296

Gulkevich, K. N., 145,163

Gtnther, Franz, 405

Gust, Wolfgang, 435n44

Gwinner, Arthur, 272

Hac1 Adil. See Arda

Hafiz Hakki (Pasha), 49, 207, 221-22

Hafiz Ibrahim Efendi, 42

Hagia Sophia, 2; being hanged at, 138

Haifa, 300

Hakkari, 239—40

Hakki Pasha. See Ibrahim Hakk: Pasha

Halajian, Bedros, 80, 93, 124, 125, 128,
131, 160

Halaskar insurrection. See coup, of
July 1912

Halaskar, 119, 123

Halide Edib. See Adivar

Halil (Enver’s uncle). See Kut

Halil Bey. See Mentese

Hall, William, 227

Hamid (Kapancizdde Hamid), 30, 31,
153—54, 185—86, 243—44, 278, 280-81,
323, 328, 436166, 45503

Hamidian massacres, 8, 78—79, 87,
95-96, 101-2, 185, 247, 293; compared
to 1915 genocide, 234

Hamidism, 36

Hamidian (Hamidiye) cavalry, 164

Hanioglu, M. Siikrii, 46, 48, 56, 437067

Harden, Maximilian, 343

Hardenbergstrasse (Berlin), 382,
403—4

Harput, 253, 275, 277, 462n103. See also
Mamuretiilaziz
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Hasan Fehmi, 70

Hasan Izzet Pasha, 206-7, 221

Hayri. See Mustafa Hayri

Hayri Pasha, 53

Hayriye Bafraly, 1, 42, 90, 382, 404—5

Hedwig Cathedral (Berlin), 386

Helfferich, Karl, 14, 88—90, 341—42,
370-71,387

Herbert, Aubrey, 6, 347-48, 349,
35254, 388-89, 396, 431n10

Herero, 263

Herzl, Theodor, 295, 299

Hilmi. See Filipeli Hilmi

Hilmi Pasha. See Hiiseyin Hilmi

Hinzis, 253

Hintze, Paul von, 375

hisb-i cedid (disaffiliation from the
CUP), 110

Hitler, Adolf, 256, 290, 300, 370, 374,
418, 420, 422

Hitler Putsch, 256, 410

Hochberg, Sami, 307

Hoff, Nicolai, General, 165, 180, 194

Hoffmann, Max, General, 399

Hofjudentum, 288

Holstein, Walter (German vice-consul),
19

Holocaust, 288

Huguenin, Edouard, Pasha, 80, 88-90,
122,134, 218

Humann, Hans, 18-20, 284, 388

Hunchak. See Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party

Hiirriyet ve Itilaf (Freedom and Entente
party), 117-18, 122, 126-27, 138

Hiiseyin Cahid. See Yal¢in

Hiseyin Hilmi Pasha, 49, 69, 71, 7475,
80, 82

Hiiseyin Kazim. See Kadri

Hiiseyin Mazhar, 241
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Hiiseyin Nesimi, 247
Hiiseyinzade Ali, 116, 327
Huysmans, Camille, 396

Ibrahim Hakki Pasha (grand vizier),
82,93, 112

Thrig, Stefan, 410

Thsan (Palace secretary), 177

Tleri, Celal Nuri, 406

Ilinden-Preobrazhenie Uprising (1903),
45—46

Imam Yahya, 83

Imhoff, Heinrich K.A., General, 84

imperial bias, xiv, 2, 29, 39, 57, 83-84,
93-94, 174, 194, 209, 236, 243—44,
256, 297, 301, 339, 351, 360, 416-17,
427, 436166, 456113, 459156,
468n176, 473n233; British, 351;
Russian, 209; notion of, 29

imperial rebels, 36

imperial restoration, 9

India, 227, 353, 396, 398, 402

Internal Macedonian Revolutionary
Organization (IMRO), 45, 50

Ionescu, Take, 166-67

In6nii, Ismet, 418

Iran, Northern, 12, 183, 194, 197, 202;
Ottoman invasion in, 204—6,
22223

Iraq, xiii, 12, 30, 90, 180, 184, 219, 220,
303, 318, 359, 394; British defeat in,
347, 350; post-war Islamism in, 396

Ireland, 350

irtica/miirteci (Islamic reaction/
reactionaries), 8, 63, 6768, 78—79,
102, 106, 118, 121, 165; revolutionist
attitude of, 352

Ishak Siikuti, 103—4, 407

Ishkhan (Nikoghayos Mikayelian), 228

Islamic Army of the Caucasus, 367
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Islamism/Islamists, 28, 31, 40, 61, 64,
68-69, 99, 182; CUP’s, 31, 48, 56, 60,
85, 92, 141, 156, 198; anti-Christian,
101, 106; exterminatory, 72; late
nineteenth-century Ottoman, 155;
and Kemalists, 414, 416-17; organi-
zation after 1918 of, 355, 384, 395-97;
propaganda and rhetoric of, 8, 56-57,
184, 188, 206; reemerging in Turkey’s
multiparty system, 421; reformist, 11,
41; refusal of Zionism by, 296, 303;
rise of, 40; state-centered, 392; and
war immet, 271-72, xenophobic, 91.
See also pan-Islamism

Islamist International, post-1918, 57

Islamlasmak (booklet of Said Halim),
141

Ismail Canbolad. See Canbolad

Ismail Enver. See Enver

Ismail Hakk: Bey/Pasha (intendant-
general), 116, 132, 136, 282

Ismail Qemali, 140

Ismail Yiiriikoglu (or Yiiriikov), 42, 44

Israel, restoration of, 93

Israil, B., letter to Talaat, 307-8

Istanbul, 1, 51, 54; international hub and
hotspot, xv, 26, 32, 110; occupied,
396; mobilizing the streets of, 126,
135, 141; state ofemergency, 63,73,
112,122, 126,138

Istanbul University. See Dariilfinun

Italy, 13, 30, 33, 36, 111-13, 170, 212; and
Aegean islands, 168; backing Alba-
nians, 131; and Kemalists, 397; peace
with, 127; Talaat in, 385, 397

ittihadcilik, 61

ittihad-1 anasir (Ottoman union of dif-
ferent peoples), 128, 343

ittihad-i Muhammedi Cemiyeti. See
Society for Muhammadan Unity
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Ittihad ve Terakki, 440n1. See Commit-
tee of Union and Progress

Izmir, 174-78, 241; CUP branch of, 174;
occupied by Greece, 386; recon-
quered, 401

Izzet Pasha. See Ahmed Izzet Pasha

Jabotinsky, Vladimir, 295, 299, 306,
473Nn236

Jackh, Ernst, 88, 287-88, 333, 338, 386,
4045, 415, 417, 42223

Jacobins, 138, 218

Jacobson, Victor, 133, 289, 302, 304-7,
362; and Talaat, 3047

Jaffa, 309-10; evacuation of] 300,
312-14

Jagow, Gottlieb von, 197, 320

Japan, 47

Jaschke, Gotthard, 399

Jaures, Jean, 181-82

Jerusalem, 75, 262, 266, 467n163; British
conquest of, 312, 359

Jesus, 289, 351, 481n65

Jewish Legion, 299

Jewish Question, 3057, 312, 360

jihad, 25, 48, 71, 183, 185, 188, 197, 216,
240, 380, 416; declaration (14
November 1914.), 16, 189, 200, 206;
domestic, 155; against Great Britain,
200; exterminatory, 366; hailed
locally, 185, 230; imam as agents of,
183; proclaimed by Ziya Gokalp, 17,
183, 188; promoted by others, 397;
propaganda and rhetoric of, 155, 208,
230, 240; Talaat identifying with, xiv,
216, 264; and total war, xiv, 13, 28, 188,
334; toward Turan, 183, 188, 197, 380;
in Turkestan, 402; World War I as
jihad, xiv, 290, 334
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Kabe-i hiirriyet (Kaaba of liberty), 49

Kabul, 398

Kadri, Hiiseyin Kézim, 156, 448ns1

Kaiser, Hilmar, 445n91

Kalmykow, Andrew, 177

Kamgil, Atif, 24142

Kéamil Bedirhan, 224

Kamil Pasha (grand vizier), 66, 69,
127-31, 134—36, 148, 152, 349; anglo-
phile, 69

Kamil Pasha (general). See Mahmud
Kamil

Kapp putsch, 388

Karabekir, Musa Kazim, Pascha, 379, 398

Kara Kemal, 133, 217, 230

Karakilise, 364

Karakol organization, 379

Karasu (Carasso), Emmanuel, 93, 131,
279, 302, 361, 383

Karesi, 175, 243

Karl I (Charles I of Austria), 340

Kars, 40, 197, 219, 276, 317, 363-65, 367,
394, 398, 462n102

Kastamonu, 252, 260

Kaufmann, Max R., 128

Kaya, Stikri, 266-67, 412

Kayseri, 225, 236, 260, 263, 275, 276

Kazim (Captain), 141

Kéazim Karabekir Pasha. See Karabekir

Kemalists/Kemalism, xi, 31, 135-36,
367-68; losing against political
Islam, 414-15

Kempner, Robert M., 408

Kevork V, 152. See Catholicos, of
Etchmiadzin

Kévorkian, Raymond, 432n22, 464n123

Kigy, 254

Killigil, Nuri, 367
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Kizilelma, 100-101, 367; as a messiah
(mehdi), 101, 367

Kocgiri rebellion, 401

komiteci/komitecilik, 3, 35-36, 63—64,
107, 138-40, 144, 165, 203, 254, 274,
294, 325, 387; and children, 9o;
government, 183; imperial, 25, 36,
147, 151; in Macedonia, 35; mentality
of, 139, 281; method of, 61, 136, 138;
rule of, 183, 281

Konya, 19, 204, 226, 237, 260, 274-75

Konyar, Nureddin Ibrahim, Pasha, 355,
400-401, 486n142

Kor Ali, 67

Koran, 16, 277, 338; CUP’s use of, 48;
tied to standards, 72; superseding
the Torah, 93; translation into Turk-
ish of, 323

Kosovo, 37, 50

Kiithlmann, Richard von, 297, 321,
332-33, 339, 365

Kunduh, Bekir Sami, 266, 403

Kinzler, Jakob and Elisabeth, 261,
461n93, 472n226

Kurban Bayramy, 256

Kurds: killing Armenians, 253; nation-
alist movement of, 156; removal of,
259—61

Kut, Halil, 47, 222, 355, 366

Kut (near Baghdad), 350

Kiitahya, 241

labor battalions, 239, 248, 323

Lake Urmiah, 210

land question (agrarian question), 83,
91, 96,152-53

Land Code (1858), 103

larger Europe. See Europe

Lausanne, 391
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Lausanne Treaty (1912), 110

Layard, Austen H., 40

League of Private Initiative and Decen-
tralization (Sabahaddin), 57, s9-60,
302,307

Lebanon, xiii, 158, 191, 217, 394

Le Jeune-Turc (newspaper), 180, 297,
307-8, 4741246

Lehmann-Haupt, Carl F, 332, 4730237

Lemkin, Raphael, 17, 320, 408-9, 434143

Lemnos, 131

Lenin, Vladimir L., 29

Lepsius, Johannes, 20, 151, 285, 386,
4335050

Lesbos (Mytilene), 131, 148, 150, 16869

liberal party. See Osmanh Ahrar Firkasi.
See Hiirriyet ve Itilaf

Libya, 33, 42; invaded by Italy, 11113,
114-16, 146, 182, 231, 321

Lichtheim, Richard, 286, 289, 307-10

Lishansky, Yosef, 300

Livadiya, 170, 182

loan. See Ottoman loans

London, 89, 93-94, 131, 135, 348, confer-
ence and peace treaty (1913) of, 110,
131, 135, 137, 141, 144; Talaat’s visit to,
75-76, 113, 303

Lossow, Otto von, General, 366, 375

Lowther, Gerard, 296, 351

Ludendorft, Erich, 343, 364, 375

Ludwig, Emil, 5-6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 16, 22,
24, 85,283, 286, 316, 403, 408, 436n60

lumpen rule, 240, 246

lumpen intellectual, 410
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Macedonia, 9, 35, 44, 50, 60, 69, 127,
142,179, 224; CUP branches in, 51,
54; CUP specter of autonomy in, 52;
fight for autonomy in, 45; finances
of, 46; guerilla war in, s0-51; officers
in, 47; “new Macedonia” (for Arme-
nia), 159; population exchanges in,
145—46; reform of, 52; Talaat in,
51-52; theater of revolution, 54, 61

Macedonian Question, 9, 52-53, 151;
as a metaphor for conflicts in Asia
Minor, 59, 109, 154-56, 159, 175, 274

Mabhari, Gurgen, 202

Mahmud Bahri Pasha, 149

Mahmud Kéamil Pasha (general), 248,
252,255

Mahmud Mubhtar, 124, 127

Mahmud Sevket Pasha, 73, 74, 108, 133,
136, 137, 148, 157, 218, 303; assassina-
tion of, 140—41; Talaat and, 108, 118,
121, 133, 136, 137

Mallet, Louis, 351

Malumian, Khachatur, 60

Mamuretiilaziz, 72, 96, 152, 163, 274,
461n93, 462n103; CUP branch in,
106

Manastir (Monastir/Bitola), 37, 49, 50,
54, 118; CUP meeting in, 86, 443ns9

Mandelstam, Andrew N., 158

Mansur Rifat, 409, 411

Manukian, Aram, 202

Manyasizade Refik, 49, 438n21

Mardin, 102, 193, 276

Marx, Karl, 2

massacres (anti-Armenian): in 1890s.
See Adana; Hamidian massacres, in
1909

Mazliah, Nissim, 75, 93, 289, 302, 327,
362,383
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McKeekin, Sean, 318

Mecca, 231, 27475

Mechveret Supplément Frangais
(journal), 49

Medina, 145, 231, 275

Megali Idea (Great Idea), 175-76

Mehmed V (Reshad), Sultan, xiii, 7, 112,
143, 332; travel to Izmit and Bursa, 8o

Mehmed VI (Vahideddin), Sultan,
372,379

Mehmed Cavid. See Cavid

Mehmed Celal. See Celal

Mehmed Cevad, 76-77

Mehmed Emin, 413

Mehmed Kamil Pasha. See Kimil Pasha

Mehmed Resid (Sahingiray, Dr.), 22,
43,175,180, 238, 243438, 251, 256,
259; anticipating Talaat’s measures,
245-48

Mehmed Rifat, 75, 137, 168

Mehmed Sadik, 110-11, 116, 118—20;
Cavid on, 110-11; Liitfi Simavi on,
446n4

Mehmed Said Pasha, 73, 12-13, 120

Mekteb-i Miilkiye, 46, 225, 443066

Mentese, Halil, 23, 93-94, 96, 116,
119—20, 140, 149, 160-61, 167, 168, 176,
186-87, 211, 230, 287, 304; evasive, 96;
failing vis-a-vis Zohrab, 291, 472n221;
foreign minister, 291; member of
the “action party,” 186; member of
the Turkish-German Society, 287;
minister of the interior, 93—94; presi-
dent of the Council of State, 149;
president of the Ottoman Assembly,
119; Talaat’s close companion, 191,
211, 230, 283, 291, 294; in the Zionist
press, 304

Mersin, 72, 253, 276
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messianism, political, xi, 11, 17, 98, 101,
104, 367

Meyrier, Gustave, 101-2

Middle East, as conceptualized by
Churchill, 341

Midhat Siikrii. See Bleda

Military School of Medicine, 42, 49

millet, 38—40; millet assemblies, 105;
as Muslim-Ottoman nation, 322. See
also Armenian millet

millet-i hakime, 58, 413

Misak-1 Milli. See National Pact

Mohammed Arslan, Emir, 70

Montefiors, Francis, 75

Montenegro, 40, 124, 127, 131, 140, 150

Monument of Liberty, 419-20

Morgenthau, Henry, 10, 213-14, 216, 219,
229, 278, 284, 286-87, 289, 291, 307,
310-12, 432n19; and Talaat, 10, 213,
216, 278, 310—12

Moses, Armando, 287

Mosul, 19, 252, 276, 396

Mouradian, Khatchig, 262

miidafaa-i milliye. See national defense

muhacir (Muslim refugees or
migrants), 27, 40, 128-29, 167,
17778, 180, 249, 252; resettlement
of, 13, 15, 40, 154, 180, 226, 254, 268,
273, 465n147

Muhammed (Prophet), xiii, 277, 321

Miihlmann, Carl, 437n68

Muhammed Ali, 141

Muhtar (Gazi Muhtar) Pasha, 12021,
126-27

Miilkiye. See Mekteb-i Miilkiye

Munich, 256

Miirzsteg Agreement (1903), 46

Musa Dagh, 238, 276
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Musa Kazim (sheykhulislam), 332

Muslim migrants and refugees. See
muhacir

Mussolini, Benito, 29, 370; March on
Rome of, 410

Mustafa Atif, 25960

Mustafa Cemilpasazide, 245

Mustafa Hayri, 16, 62, 63, 64, 82, 83, 110,
131, 133, 163, 176, 207, 217, 379; against
war, 142—43; arrested, 131; central
committee member, 62, 123; declaring
jihad, 16, 200; diary, 434n38; minister
of foundations, 113; and reforms for
the eastern provinces, 157; resignation
from ministry, 136; and Talaat, 16,
62-63, 136, 142—43, 282—83, 338; and
Ziya Gokalp, 16, 64, 105

Mustafa Kemal. See Atatiirk

Mustafa Rahmi. See Arslan

Muskara, Talaat (called “Kiigiik
Talaat”), 398, 476n9

Naciye Sultan, 112

Nahum, Haim, 223, 301-3, 305, 307,
311-12, 362, 475N263

Naim Bey, 467n162

national defense (miidafaa-i milliye):
cabinet of, 138; Association of| 145

national economy (milli iktisad),
17475, 273, 279, 289, 414

National Pact (Misak-1 Milli), 396, 402

national salvation, Turkish, xiii-xiv, 352,
370, 388; CUP, a ship of, 291; domes-
tic war of, 169, 174; at Gallipoli,
233, 322; genocide included in, 352;
Kemalist narrative of, 41415, 421;
Kemalist war of, 319; as narrated by
Grand Vizier Talaat, 321-22, 325; new
history of, 145; praised by German
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national salvation (continued)
press, 343—44, 388; Talaat’s narrative
of, 321-22, 325; wars of, 175, 355, 421

nationalism: Turkish, 9, 11-12; wars of
1912-13 as a matrix of, 135-36, 155,
165, 167; negatively defined, 294. See
also chauvinism; national economy

National Socialists/National Socialism,
19, 268, 288, 354, 399, 410-11, 418—20

Nazim (Dr. Nazim, Selanikli Nazim),
22, 49, 50, §55—60, 62, 64, 70, 81-85, 98,
103, 116, 124, 125, 132, 21517, 303; anti-
Semite, 215; disregarding his Dénme
origins, 8s; in exile, 381-82, 385, 403—5

Nazim Pasha (war minister), 131-32,
134, 140-41, 348

Necmettin Molla, 136, 157

Necmettin Sadik. See Sadak

Nemesis organization, 404, 408-9,
486n148

Nessimi Bey, foreign minister, 321

Nestorians. See Assyrians

Netzah Yisrael Lo Yeshaker (NILI),
289-90, 297, 300, 471217

Nicholas II, czar, 53, 17071, 350

NILIL See Netzah Yisrael Lo Yeshaker

Nissim Mazliah. See Mazliah

Niyazi (Ahmed Niyazi), 54, 118

Noah, 23, 291

Nogales, Rafael de, 209

Noradunghian, Gabriel, 82, 126, 128

Nordau, Max, 58, 299, 306

Nossig, Alfred, 20, 23, 285-89, 361-62,
470N209, 471N211, 471N214

Nubar, Boghos, Pasha, 152

Nureddin Pasha. See Konyar

Nuri Dersimi, 460n82

Nuruosmaniye, headquarter of the
CUP central committee, 116, 370,

372,379,379
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Okyar, Al Fethi, 379

Olti, 208, 276

Omer Naci, 46, 48, 49, 50, 60, 97, 125,
198-200, 256

Omer Nazim (Enver’s brother-in-law),
53,112

Orbay, Hiiseyin Rauf, 379

order of Leopold, First Class, 283

Order of the Black Eagle, 331

Orientpolitik (German), 151-65; Wan-
genheim’s, 198; and German Orient
Mission, 151

Osmanli Ahrar Firkasi, 66, 71

Ostrup, Johannes, 443061

Ottoman armies: in Istanbul and
Western Anatolia, 229; in the eastern
provinces (Second Army and Third
Army), 197, 206, 221-22, 248, 251,
260, 270; in Iraq (Sixth Army), 263;
in Syria (Fourth Army), 226

Ottoman Assembly. See Ottoman
Parliament

Ottoman cataclysm, 32

Ottoman Freedom Society (or Liberty
Committee), 36, 46—49; ritual of
initiation to, 48—49; fusion with
Paris committee, 49

Ottoman imperial language, 31-32,
435n46

Ottoman-Israelite Union, 361

Ottoman loans, 139, 142—43, 147, 168—70;
during World War, 211, 325, 334

Ottomanism, undermined by central-
ization and chauvinism, 86, 92, 99,
280; neo-, 427

Ottoman Parliament: dissolution of,
122; during 1909 coup, 70; funda-
mental debate of March-May 1911,
93-96; and Rtim removal, 179-80.
See also elections
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(Dette Publique), 63, 66, 440n6
Ottoman spring, 3, 65-69, 424
Ozanian, Andranik, 223

Palestine, 83-84, 95, 217, 306-9, 351,
358-59, 365; Ottoman_]ewish center
in, 361-62; as a second Armenia,
289; Mandate for, 295

Pallavicini, Johann Markgraf von, 186

pan-Islamism, Turkish-led, 57, 305,
456n13; British specter of, 296; czar
seen as archenemy by, 171; Egyp-
tian nationalism and, 409; mix of
pan-Turkism and of, 199, 206, 327;
primary references of, 59

pan-Turkists/pan-Turkism, xi, 17, 28,
101, 104—5, 301. See also Turkists/
Turkism; Turan/Turanism

Papazian, Vahan, 225, 228, 462n97

Papen, Franz von, 420

Paris, 44; Arab Congress in, 307;
opposition in exile in, 44, 4952, 56,
58, 60,278

Paris Peace Conference and Treaties
(1919-20), 388, 399, 407

Parvus (Alexander Parvus, formerly
Israil Lasarewitsch Helphand), 97,
173~74, 297, 4530154, 4681176

Patriarchate, Armenian, liquidation of,
262. See also Rtim, Patriarchate of

Pera, 206

Peringek, Dogu, 488n173

perpetrator trauma, anti-Armenian, 294

Persia. See Iran

petitions, 84; writer of (arzuhalci), 84

Petrograd, 356

Phanariotes, 38—39

Pilling, J. R., 345-46, 480ns1

Piringgizade Arif, 102—4
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Piringcizade Feyzi, 96, 102, 104, 106,
223,243, 383, 412

Plovdiv, 125

Poale Zion, 361

political Islam. See Islamism

Poland, 20, 340, 394; revilement of
Armenia and, 399

population exchanges, 28, 34, 145-46,
167,187

Pomiankowski, Joseph, 12, 158, 201,
433n28, 461193

Pro Palistina, committee, 362

protofascism, 106, 343, 354

provisional law (decree) of 27 May 1915,
15, 239, 270

putsch. See coup

Quadruple Alliance, 336, 338, 356

Radek, Karl, 397-98

Rahmi. See Arslan, Mustafa Rahmi

Rakka, 262, 266, 276

Rambert, Louis, 63, 65—66, 69, 70—74,
80, 82, 84, 89-90, 10914, 124, 128-33,
132-33, 169, 181, 191, 210, 440n6; and
Cavid, 69, 111, 118, 137; and Cemal, 147;
against European duress, 133; against
war, 11, 137; for individual liberty, 118;
for a neutral coalition, 191; on capitu-
lations,192; on Riim removal and
anti-Greek revanchism, 177-79

Ramgavar, 152

Rathenau, Walther, 342—43, 436n60

reaction/reactionaries (Islamic). See
irtica/mirteci

Red Book, 323

Red Cross, 128

Reform Agreement (0f1914), 8, 9, 15,
151-65, 239, 243, 298; annulled, 184,

191-92, 221
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reform plan: of 1895, 102—3; 0f 1912, 152;
of 1914, see Reform Agreement; for
Macedonia, 52, 127

reforms: Ottoman, 38, 40—41; by
Talaat, grand-vizier, 323—25; Turkish-
nationalist, xi. See also revolution

Régie des Tabacs, 63, 66, 69, 72, 129, 137,
143, 440n6; concession agreement
obtained by, 147

religion, freedom of, 41

Renda, Mustafa Abdiilhalik, 195, 222,
249-51, 258, 266, 412; requiring
extermination, 250

Resid (Dr. Mehmed Resid). See
Mehmed Resid

restorationism, 351, 358, 367; and Chris-
tian Zionism, 351, 481165

Reval, meeting in, 3

revanchism, 165, 169; anti-Greek, 179

revolution: 1908 constitutional (Young
Turk), see Young Turk Revolution;
counter- (of April 1909), 63, 68-69;
French, see French Revolution;
Kemalist, 30; top-down cultural, 321

revolutionaries/revolutionists/
revolutionism: prototypical, 30,
36-37; left-wing, 60; right-wing,
2, 57, 60, 61-62, 6465, 101, 105,
352; Young Turk, xii, 30. See also
komiteci/komitecilik

revolutionary Islamic committees
(post-1918), 387, 395, 398, 4023

Rey, Ahmed Resid, 12728

Rifat Pasha, 383-84

Riga, 256

The Rising Crescent (by E. Jackh), 88, 423

Riza. See Ahmed Riza

Ruza Tevfik, 75

The Road to Death of the Armenian
People (by J. Lepsius), 386

INDEX

Rodes, Jean (journalist), 80

Rodosto (Tekirdag), 202

Rohner, Beatrice, 266-67

Rohrbach, Paul, 283, 288, 470n202

Romania, 150, 166-67, 191, 219, 275, 317,
347, 364, 365, 394; conquered, 336

Rome, 391; March on, 410

Rosen, Friedrich, 423

Rosenberg, Alfred, 410

Rosenberg, Frederic, 334, 341-42,
371-72, 476104, 481068

Rossler, Walter, 467n162

Ruhi al-Khalidi, 75, 93

Riam (Greek-Orthodox Ottomans), 13,
117, 128, 185; contraband, 169; expul-
sion of, 13, 28, 167-69, 174—80, 185,
4531146, 454n158; Patriarchate of,
177; of Pontus, 257-58, 319—20, 355,
365, 401; as target of boycotts, 155.
See also genocide, of Pontus Rtim

Rumelia (Rumeli, European Turkey),
50, 51, 52; loss of, 128, 139, 254

Ruppin, Arthur, 311

Russia, 21, 37, 39, 59, 85, 15265, 186,
188, 191-93, 205, 209, 21112, 309;
Bolshevik, 396—400, 425; defeat
of against Japan, 47; hypothetical
alliance of, with Turkey, 171, 182,
202, 211; pro-Kemalist turn of, 399;
revolutionary, 341

Russian revolutions: in 1905, 173; in
February 1917, 336, 347; in November
1917 (October Revolution), 312, 356

Russo-Turkish (Russo-Ottoman) War
of 1877-78, 40, 41

Saadetian, Sempad, 198

Sabahaddin (Mehmed Sabahaddin),
prince, 37, 50, 57-59, 66, 79, 136, 138,
141, 302, 376
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Sadak, Necmettin Sadik, 329-31, 412,
478n30

Sadik. See Mehmed Sadik

Sahip Molla (sheykhulislam), 74; fetva
of, 74

Said Halim, Prince, 14, 87, 129, 133,
140—45, 148-49, 163, 18687, 211,
214, 217, 304, 346; foreign minister,
231-32; grand vizier, 140-41; losing
foreign ministry, 291, 315; losing
grand vizierate, 315; member of the
Turkish-German Society, 287; and
Talaat, 145, 163, 17677, 217, 231-32,
291, 315

Said Pasha. See Mehmed Said Pasha

Sakarya, victory at, 419

Sakir. See Bahaeddin Sakir

Salih Zeki, 263-64, 272—73

Salonica, 36, 43-50, 5355, 111-12; 1908
enthusiasm in, §4-55; a]ewish
town, 302; military units from, 67,
69; center of CUP agitation (before
19108), 42-55

salvation: national, see national salva-
tion; of the Muslims, 56-57, 141;
of the state, 16, 36; of the Orient,
476n9; by Zion, 367

Sanders, Otto Liman von, 162, 212, 221,
331-33; on Talaat, 331-32

Saragoglu, Siikri, 412, 419—20

Sarajevo, 178, 181

Sardarabad, 364

Saritkamus, 17, 184, 219, 226, 292

Sasun, resistance and massacre in,
101-2; ON Map, 277

Sazonov, Sergej D., 152, 162, 171, 201-2,
318,356, 362

Scheubner-Richer, Max, 251, 253,
255-56
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Schrader, Friedrich, 386

Sebinkarahisar, 238

second constitutional period. See
constitutional period

Sefik (vali Cevdet’s deputy), 209,
263-64

Selim I (Yavuz), Sultan, 3, 103, 189—-90;
as the CUP’s patron saint, 4

Selim II, Sultan, 3-4; mosque of
(Selimiye Mosque), in Edirne, 3,
144-45

Sémelin, Jacques, 472n228

Semsi Pasha, 54

separate peace, ideas of, 336, 34548,
371, 479140, 479150

Serbesti (newspaper), 70

Serbia, 40, 124, 131, 140, 142, 150, 183,
186-87, 191, 213, 364; ghosts of, 25,
436063

Serengiilian, Ohannes Vartkes, 92, 116,
160-61, 291, 298; speech in parlia-
ment, 94-96; sent to Diyarbekir, 291

seriat. See sharia

Sevastopol, 364, 381

Sévres Treaty, 387, 394-95, 399

Sevk ve Iskan Kanunu (Relocation and
Resettlement Law). See Deportation
Law (Decree)

Seyfi, Orhan, 418

Seyfo. See genocide, Assyrian

Seyyid Abdulvehab, 275

sharia, 31, 39, 67, 70—72, 78, 11718, 416;
vulgar understanding of, 208

Shekib (Shakib) Arslan, 405, 409

sheykhulislam, 16, 41, 74, 82, 183, 200,
207, 217, 282, 332

Sinai, 184

Sivas, 163, 253, 23638, 253, 274—76

slave markets (of Armenian women

and children), 103, 185, 290
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single-party regime: of CUP, xiii, 25,
62—-63, 155, 281-82, 304, 330, 426;
after April 1914 elections, 172-73;
first of the twentieth century, 25;
imperial, 320; Kemalist, 412, 423;
and Weimar Republic, 383-84

Smyrna. See Izmir

SO. See Special Organization

social contract, 11, 28, 30, 416-17; refusal
of 105, 417

social Darwinism, 7, 20, 28, 40, 173, 250,
252, 255, 343, 351, 431014, 434036,
480n59; mix of with Islamism and
Turkism, 56, 61, 85, 246, 271; and
world war and world revolution,
173-74; and total war-jihad, 264

Social Democrat Hunchakian Party,
152, 236, 295, 399

socialism, 2, 60; revolutionary, 8s, xii.
See also revolutionaries

Socialist International (Second), 97,
396-99, 443n60; ARF memoran-
dum at Congress in Copenhagen
of, 86; Socialist Peace Conference
(1917), convened by, 327

Society for Muhammadan Unity
(ittihad-i Muhammedi Cemiyeti), 70

Sofia, 125

Solf, Wilhelm, 382-83

sopali segim (irregular election of
1912), 117

Souchon, Wilhelm, Admiral, 213, 390

sovereignty (Turkish), xii, 27, 32, 46,
51, 69, 143, 167, 191, 298, 319, 333,

352, 398, 400, 421; centralized, 152;
CUP’s demand of full, 8, 21, 144, 155,
160, 172; Jewish center in Palestine
under Ottoman, 362; new domestic
sovereignty (since August 1914), 191;
paramount goal of Turkish, in Asia

INDEX

Minor, 392—93, 396, 421; of sultanate-
caliphate, 401

Special Organization (SO, Teskilat-i
Mahsusa), 5, 146, 379, 402; board
of, 146; and Caucasus, 196201,
205-10, 221-26, 229—30, 404; role of
in extermination, 252—54, 450n98;
gangs related to, 13, 258, 355; start of
in lost Rumeli, 146; and Talaat, s,
146, 199-200, 457N32

Stalin, Joseph W, 29, 423

Steeg, Louis, 216

Stier, Ewald, 408—9

stock exchanges and commerce, 127,
132, 174, 181

Strauss, 383, 484n110

Stresemann, Gustav, 407

Stumm, Wilhelm von, 375

Sublime Porte, 1, 2, 41, 66, 112, 126-27

Suez Canal, 12, 220, 223, 359

Siikrii Pasha, 130

Siikuti. See Ishak Siikuti

Stleyman Askeri, 146

Stleyman Nazif, 131, 244

Sultanahmet Square, meetings on,
125-26,192

sultan-caliph/sultanate-caliphate. See
caliphate

supply: General Commission for,
324; mess and scandals related to
(1914-18), 199, 279, 323-24, 4851126

Sﬁm—yl Ummet (journal), 49, 56, 59,
60,71

Swiss Civil Code, 416

Switzerland, 25, 43, 266, 322, 343,
346-48, 385,397, 436160, 440N6,
472n226

Sykes-Picot Agreement, 318, 340, 356,
362-63; and agreement with Russia’s
Sazonov, 318, 356, 362
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Syria, xiii, 4, 14, 30, 33, 70, 108, 180, 182,
185; desert of, 233—34; Great, 217.
See also genocide, second phase of
Armenian

Syriac. See Assyrian

Tabris, 256

Tahsin. See Uzer

Taksim (square in Istanbul), 70

Talaat (Mehmed Talaat) Bey/Pasha:
acknowledged CUP head by 1909,
63, 76; armenophobic, 30, 263; basic
feeling of hurt, 43; birth, 35, 41;
boasting with bravado and genocide,
134-35, 146—47; made colonel, 145;
(twenty-first century) Committee
for, 488n173; and coup attempts
during World War, 348; crisis of, 63,
85—90, 93, 96, 107-8; demagogue,
125; deputy of Edirne, 68; dictator,
28, 63,108, 216—20; education, 41-42,
44; (abandoning) equality, 63-64;
father of a post-Ottoman Turkey,
xi, 411-23; in German exile, 381—411;
Germanophile, 193; in German eyes,
24; grand vizier, 315—20; herald of
European cataclysm, 217; leading the
1908 revolution, 51-54, 61; leading
the 1913 coup, 109, 133-36; leading
diplomacy, 145—46; leading recovery
of Edirne, 109, 142—45; learning
German, 344—45; (seemingly) left-
wing, 96-97; longing to enter the
family of Europe, 172; minister of the
interior, 62, 75, 140; minister of post
and telegraph, 117; (a good) Muslim,
97; nation-building by, 33, 25859,
280-81, 325, 403; natural authority,
47; notebook, 13, 268, 273, 468n175;
pioneering a new political style,
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147; populist, 54,124-26, 135, 141;
remains brought to Turkey, 418—20;
and separate peace, 371; speech at
meeting in Manastir (1910), 86;
travel into Asia Minor (1909 and
1916), 80, 273—75; travel to London
(1909), 75—76; and Turan, 224; a
Turkish Bismarck, 179, 286, 404;
vice-president of the parliament, 68;
vilification of Armenians, 291-94;
war-prone, 1078, 124-26, 135,
142—-43, 168, 193, 210-12, 380; weep-
ing, 7, 30, 222; zenith of, 356-57

Talaat, Armenian genocide, 6—27,
232-94. See also genocide

Talaat, author of key documents: dec-
laration in Sabah (July 1912), 121-22;
decree of 30 May 1915, 15; letter of
26 May 1915, 1415, 270; letters to
Mustafa Kemal, 399—403; memaoirs,
see Talaat, memoirs; notice of 23
October 1917, 338; telegram of 6
September 1915 200—201; telegram of
24 April 1915, 235-37; telegram of 2
May 1916, 260

Talaat, family life: childless, 1, 2, 9o;
married to Hayriye, 1, 42, 90, 382,
404-5; moving with mother and
sister to Salonica, 43; son of Ahmed
Vasif, 41;

Talaat, grand vizier: inaugural address
of, 321-25; program of; 321, 327;
wanting Europeanizing reforms,
322-23

Talaat, interactions of with: Abdul-
hamid II, 65, 72-74; ARF, 95-97;
Atatiirk, xiv, 31, 47, 174, 195, 222, 267,
319, 326, 356, 363, 399—403, 411-17,
437n67; Cavid, 23, 44, 94, 139, 162,
222, 246, 315, 320, 327-29, 338, 377,
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Talaat, interactions of with (continued)
388-89, 404—6, 477n14, 486Nn146;
Cemal, 45, 65, 163, 314, 4731233;
Churchill, 89; Enver, xiii, 5, 14-15,
108-9, 133—34, 141, 176, 178, 182, 186,
193, 196, 199, 218—20, 227, 233, 235,
263, 265, 279, 285, 294, 297, 310, 313,
315, 334, 365-66, 372, 390, 396, 4023,
411, 416, 42913, 4521139, 480n52;
Helfferich, 14, 88—90, 341-42,
370-71, 387; Hiiseyin Cahid (Yal¢in),
138—39; Ismail Canbolad, 282;
Kaiser Wilhelm IL, 375; Ludwig, s,
6,7,12,13, 16, 22; Mahmud Muhtar,
124-25; Mahmud Sevket, 118, 140;
Mehmed Resid, 244-48; Mustafa
Hayri, 16, 62-63, 136, 142—43, 28283,
338; Nazim and $Sakir, 51, 55-60, 64,
81-8s; Special Organization, s, 146,
199—200, 457n32; Zionists, 75, 93,
109, 220, 225, 295-314, 358—62; Ziya
Gokalp, 11, 60, 98-99, 108

Talaat, memoirs (apologia), 5, 67, 79,
86, 122, 129, 187, 211, 349, 388—-91, 419,
421-22, 43001

Talaat, more than a triumvir. See
triumvirate

Talaat, pioneer of demographic engi-
neering and domestic genocide, xi,
25, 259, 300; anti-Armenian policy,
230-48; anti-Assyrian policy, 204-5;
Riim removal, 109, 173-80. See also
genocide

Tanin (CUP newspaper) , 23, 70—71, 88,
125, 139, 156, 160, 170, 188, 195, 206,
235,379, 421

Tanri6ver, Hamdullah Suphi, 384

Tanzimat, 39—41, 101, 103, 105, 295;
constitutional patriotism originating
in, 98
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Taray, Cemal Hiisnii, 412

Thilisi, 2012

Tehlirian, Soghomon, 18, 320, 403,
407—-9; trial of, 18, 407-11, 423

Tekinalp, Moiz Kohen, 289, 468n176;
disciple of Ziya Gokalp, 289

Temo, Ibrahim Edhem, 141

Tevfik. See Ahmed Tevfik

Tegkilat-i Mahsusa. See Special
Organization

The Hague, 391

Thom, Daniel, 193

Thrace, 167, 178, 197

Tigris, 19

Titus (Roman), 290

Tokatlian, 206

Topal Osman, 258

Toptani, Essad Pasha, 140, 305

totalitarianism, Turkish version of, 37

Trabzon, 130, 155; reconquest of, 339

transfer of Armenian property, 240,
267-73. See also national economy

Transcaucasian Federation, 316, 365

typhus, 221-22, 249, 266

Triple Alliance, 186. See also Central
Powers

Triple Entente. See Entente

Tripolitania (Trablusgarb). See Libya

triumvirate, question of Young Turk,
xii, xiii, 163-64, 452n141

Trotsky, Leon, 85,173

Tungay, Mete, 384

Turan/Turanism, xi, 9, 12, 17, 188, 197,
207-8, 338-39, 352, 367-68, 413; cam-
paign toward, 207-8, 256; gospel of,
36, 98, 101, 104, 221-22; jihad toward,
183, 188, 197, 380; revival of, 355—56,
367-68, 377; a sublation of Ottoman-
ism and Islamism, 98; a utopia-dysto-
pia, 256, 367. See also Ziya Gokalp
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Tiirk inkilabs tarihi (by Y. Bayur), 380,
434136
Tiirkenfieber (Turk fever), 88, 422,
431013
Turkestan, 256, 375, 378, 401
Turkey (late Ottoman and early
Republican: Talaat’s world)
—1870s: Traumatic war, faith in
Tanzimat’s constitutionalism
exhausted. Talaat’s early child-
hood, 41; Russo-Ottoman War
(1877-78), losses in the Balkans
and the South Caucasus, Berlin
Treaty; Sultan Abdulhamid
II (r. 1876-1909) installs and
suspends first Ottoman constitu-
tion, thus ending the Tanzimat,
3541
—1880s: Abdulhamid's politics of
Islamic union, 40, 155, 392. Talaat’s
defiant youth, 41; foreign-
controlled Public Debt Admin-
istration after state bankruptcy,
Britain occupies Egypt, friend-
ship of Ottoman Turkey with
Germany supersedes that with
Britain, 14, 148, 440n4; Commit-
tee of Union and Progress (CUP)
founded in Istanbul, in opposi-
tion to a sultan seen as weak and
reactionary, 42—43
—1890s: Decade of repression. Talaat
starts as a CUP activist; mass
arrest, flight and an opposition in
exile result from Abdulhamid’s

repression of the CUP networks,

43—44; pogroms and massacres of

Armenians who demand reforms
according to the Berlin Treaty,
8, 101—4; after imprisonment,

Talaat becomes a subversive CUP
networker in Salonica, 43-46

—1900s: Decade of hope, Young Turk
Revolution, eve and aftermath.
Talaat becomes a mastermind of
the revolution in Salonica, 46—55;
and its political head in Istanbul
after 1908, 61-81; Young Turk
Revolution, 54-55; against Euro-
pean interference in Macedonia,
52—53; and Abdulhamid’s style
(Hamidism), 36; Salonica, internal
center of subversion, merges with
the external center in Paris, 49—55;
allied to Armenian revolutionaries,
3, 50, 79; Ottoman spring: hope
in a democratic Ottoman Empire,
35, 65—69; reactionary coup and
anti-Armenian massacre in 1909,
70-74, 76—79; Cavid and Talaat are
first CUP ministers, 62, 75

—1910s and early 1920s: Ottoman
cataclysm, imperial total war-jihad,
single-party regime and making of
a Turkish-Muslim national home.
Frustrated from parliamentarism,
81-87, 110—21; Talaat becomes a
war-prone komiteci, 121-36; heads
an empire, 136—50; destroys the
Ottoman social fabric, 281-379;
then falls and agitates in exile,
379-403; his stratagemes and
Ziya Gokalp’s ideologemes base,
despite defeat in 1918, Atatiirk’s
leadership from 1919, now reduced
to Asia Minor, 399—403, 411-17

—1910-11: CUP turn to Germany,
88; rebellion in Albania and
Yemen, 82-83; war in Libya,
111-13; personal and political crisis
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Turkey (continued) declaration of jihad (November

of Talaat, 85-87; his friendship 1914), 206
and synergy with Ziya Gokalp, —1915-16: Enver Pasha’s Caucasus
60,98-99, 108 campaign ends in a fiasco at

—1912-13: sopali segim (irregular Sarikamig, 219-23; Cemal Pasha’s
election of spring 1912), 117; coup Suez canal campaign fails, 217-18;
of July 1912 (Halaskar insurrec- Entente naval breakthrough at the
tion), 119~21; CUP in opposi- Dardanelles frustrated, 227-29;
tion and crisis, 121-24; Balkan deportation/extermination/
wars, wanted by Talaat and CUP plundering of Armenians (in
(fall 1912), 124-30, 141—45; War eastern provinces also of other
and muhacir misery, 128-29; Christians) starts in spring 1915 in
demand of reform of the eastern Eastern Asia Minor, ends 1916 with
provinces, based on Berlin the massacre of survivors in the
Treaty, reactivated by Armenians, desert of Syria, 232—77; Quadruple
151-52; CUP coup of January 1913, alliance includes Bulgaria, 336;
133—-36; Grand Vizier Mahmud attack against British Egypt with
Mahmud Sevket Pasha assassi- irregulars from Libya (late 1915)
nated, 140—41; recovery of Edirne fails, 231; in victorious defense of
and start of national salvation Gallipoli (April-December 1915)
narrative, 131-32, 145; Talaat leads culminates henceforth Talaat’s
peace negotiations with Balkan national salvation narrative, 13, 233,
states and reform negotiations, 322; British defeat at Kut in Iraq
145—46, 15765 (spring 1916), 350; putschist Yakub

—1914: revanchist, Talaat and other Cemil executed, 348; treaties with
CUP radicals keep on wanting Germany and Austria enlarged, 336
war with Greece, 167-69; expul- —1917-18: Talaat grand vizier, 321;
sion of Rtim, 167-69, 174—80; Cavid his minister of finances,
single-party regime consolidated 327-28; CUP talk of a “new
with April 1914 elections, 172; Turkey” renewed, 325-26;
war-prone group around Talaat overthrow of czar (mid-March
solicits during July Crisis alliance 1917) outweighs bad news of
with Germany (2 August 1914), Baghdad’s fall, 350; supply
starts irregular war in the South scandals, famine, country-wide
Caucasus, 196—203; abolition of corruption, and growing protests,
Capitulations, Lebanon’s auton- 324-25; the October Revolution,
omy, and Reform Agreement for Russian collapse in the Caucasus,
eastern provinces, 191-92; official and the Brest-Litovsk Treaty,
entrance into World War I and 356-57, 363—65; open the door for
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Ottoman recovery of Caucasian
provinces, 317-18, 364; and—as
Gokalps’s circles believe—toward
“Turan,” 367-68; the grand vizier
reaches the zenith of his apparent
power in early 1918 and displays a
comfortable outlook on general
post-war peace conferences, 363;
final disillusion during his visit to
Berlin (September 1018), 371-76;
harsh armistice (30 October),
flight of the CUP top leaders after
last CUP congress (1 November),
and planning of continued
struggle, 379-81

1919: Paris conferences on
post-World War order of victors,
former CUP top leaders found
“anti-imperialist” Islamist, pro-
Turkish cells abroad, 395-99;
Greek occupation of Izmir, 386;
Kemal Atatiirk’s movement

in Asia Minor reorganizes the
former “war ummah,” 393; fight-
ing for a Turkey in Asia Minor
for Muslims and Turks, against
Greeks, Pontus Greeks (Rim),
Armenians, and Alevi Kurds,
392-95, 400—401

1920s: Making of the Republic.
Talaat supports Kemal Atatiirk
from his exile, 399—403; before
being killed in Berlin (March
1921), 403—4; global interest for
trial of Tehlirian, Talaat’s killer,
407-11; National Pact (Misak-1
Milli), countergovernment
(Grand National Assembly,
Ankara), 396, 402; alliance with
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Bolshevik Russia, 399; solidarity
from German nationalists, 407;
Kemalist victory in war for Asia
Minor (1919-22) fought in the
name of Islam, 414, 416; Lausanne
Peace Treaty (1923), 28, 34, 146,
394; ends Ottoman cataclysm and
replaces Treaty of Paris-Sévres
(1920), 387, 394-95, 399; caliphate
abolished, 415; Kemalist “revolu-
tions,” 31, 416

—1930: Zenith of Atatiirk’s single-

party system. It stands on Talaat’s
shoulders, though little avowed;
the Kemalist successor single-
party regime is more totalitarian,
but territorially reduced and less
corrupt and ware-prone than the
CUPs, 37, 416—18; culmination
of state-sponsored Turkism in
politics, society and culture, Turk-
ish History Thesis and language
theory, 413-14

—194o0: Transition to multiparty

regime. CUP and Talaat are reha-
bilitated as patriots, their genocide
remains censured and denied;
strategic turn to the West and
democratization after neutrality in
‘World War II, yet weakly rooted,
420-21, 423—24; Talaat’s remains
brought back from Nazi Berlin to
Turkey (1943), 418—20; his mem-
oirs published (1946), 421-23

Turkish-German Society, 28788, 404,
407

Turkish History Thesis, 414

Turkists/ Turkism, 11, 16, 28, 56, 61, 86.
See also pan-Turkists/pan-Turkism
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Turkification, 86, 327; of Kurds, 179

Tiirk Ocagi (Turkish Hearth society),
116-17, 384, 412

Tiirk’iin Tekbiri (Tiirk’s Allahu Akbar),
413

Turk Yurdu. See Asia Minor, as a
Turkish-Muslim national home

Tiirk Yurdu (Turkish Home society),
116-17, 384, 412, 420

Tiirk Yurdu (journal), 117, 173

Tusan, Michelle, 353-54

Ukraine, 340, 36465

ulema, 82

ummah/iimmet (community of
Muslims), 8; war ummah, 271-72,
320, 379, 391, 393, 395, 4691181

United States, 27, 266, 312, 341; entrance
of into World War I, 331; break of
relations with Turkey, 342; Jackh in,
422; memory politics in, 4750258

Urfa, 72, 106, 23738, 246, 252, 26061,
276,293-94, 461193

Ussher, Clarence, 205

Uzer, Hasan Tahsin, 96, 130, 133, 412; in
Erzurum, 248-38; triggering Talaat’s
orders, 250—51; in Van, 194, 199-205,
207, 226-27; wallowing in self-pity,
257

Vahdeti (Nagshbandi sheikh),
70-71,73

Van, 15, 194, 2023, 205, 209, 224—27,
238, 251-52

varlik vergisi (property tax), 419

Vartkes. See Serengiilian, Ohannes
Vartkes

Vehib Pasha, 366

Venizelos, Eleftherios, 138, 175, 227

Versailles Treaty, 387-88, 399

INDEX

Vienna, 44, 76, 223, 334, 357, 374

Vierbiicher, Heinrich, 408

violence: anti-Christian, 234, 240; as an
early CUP strategy, 51, 53; as alleged
mutual killings, 237; ethnic cleans-
ing, 386; extreme, 22—23, 28, 367, 425;
as massacre, see massacre; of mob, 71,
87,106, 117, 247, 278; participatory,
19, 247; as pogroms, 102; political,
426; societal, 95; as substitutional
revenge, 167, 294, 4721228

Vogorides, Stephanos, 39

Volkan (journal), 70—71

Vorontsov-Dashkov, Illarion, 201—2

Vorwirts (newspaper), 408

Vramian, Arshak, 178-79, 22528, 248,
264, 462n97

Vratzian, Simon, 198

Wandel, Carl E., 279

Wangenheim, Hans von, 10, 18-21,
148,168, 183, 18687, 192—93,197—98,
211, 213, 218, 222, 229, 233—34, 255;
admirer of CUP aplomb, 148; and
alliance with Turkey, 20-21, 18284,
390; and Armenian reforms, 158—59;
approval of evacuations by, 253;
seeking Judeophilic image, 3012,
310, 312; Turkophile, 148

‘Wangenheim, Hanna, 382

wars: Balkan, see Balkan wars; Russo-
Turkish War of 187778, see Russo-
Turkish (Russo-Ottoman) War of
1877-78; War of Independence, see
Asia Minor, war for; World War I, see
‘World War I

Wassermann, Oscar, 343, 38283

Weber (Dr. Weber, German dragoman),
134

Weber, Max, 445094
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Weil (manager of the Régie des
Tabacs), 147

Weimar Republic, 383, 388, 405, 407

Weitz, Paul, 14, 88, 90

Weltgeltung, 18, 21, 352

Westenenk, Louis, 164

Wilhelm 11, Kaiser, 187, 190, 382; visit of
in Istanbul, 331

Wilson, Woodrow, 358; Fourteen
Points of, 376, 381

Wolff-Metternich, Paul Graf, 34, 297,
332-33

Wolffsohn, David, 303

World War I (Ottoman): desertion in,
184, 204, 226, 238, 248; genesis of,
110 (see also World War alliance of
Germany with Turkey); started in
the Caucasus, 183, 190210, 220-23,
249; linked to domestic agenda,
184; entrance into, §, 211-15, 324;
proactive policy of, 201; propaganda
during, 184, 188; mobilization in,
188-89, 194, 196; requisition in, 184,
189, 194, 196, 238, 244—45, 269; sabo-
tage in, 238; war taxes in, 244

World War alliance of Germany with
Turkey, 5, 20-21, 18284, 192, 222,
456n15; wanted and joined by
Austria, 186, 336; treaties related to,
187-88, 336

Yakub Cemil, 134, 334, 348

Yal¢in, Hiiseyin Cahid, 70-71, 111, 123,
125, 130, 132, 136, 230, 330, 389, 419,
421; letter of, to Talaat, 138-39

Yalman, Ahmed Emin, 326, 378, 420

Yegenaga, Ali Miinif, 78, 90, 124, 125,
226

Yemen, 63, 132

Yeni Cami, 206
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Yeni Mecmua (journal), 329-31, 368; Yeni
Mecmua: Canakkale ozel sayist 18 Mart
1018 (special journal issue), 476n9

Yezidis, 19, 245

Yildiz Palace, 41, 44; reception at
(1908), 68-69

Yishuv, 289, 295-302; protected by
Germany, USA, Talaat, 295-96

Young Turk Revolution (1908), 3, 39,
47, 88,295

Young Turks, 3-4

Zaharoff, Basil, 345—47, 480ons1

Zaven. See Der Yeghiayan

Zaven, Dikran, 407

Zeitun, 22627, 233, 235-38, 252, 276

Zeki Pasha, 404

Zimmermann, Arthur, 159, 34143

zimmi, 8, 95

Zinoviev, Grigory, 397

Zion, 314, 367—68; in contrast to Turan,
367

Zionists/Zionism, 10, 20, 58, 83-84,
94-96, 109, 111, 220, 225, 345; and
CUP, 302-9, 358—62; English Zionist
Federation, 75

Zionist Organisation (ZO), 285-86,
288-89, 299, 3023, 306; Palestine
office of the, 311

Ziya Gokalp, xi, 11-12, 16-17, 22, 23,
28, 36, 60, 64, 90, 98—106, 133, 141,
157, 217, 230, 308, 362, 368, 380;
Central Committee member, 98;
excrescence in thought of, 413-14;
high school student in Diyarbekir,
99-101; ideal/idealism (mefkitre/
mefkirecilik) of, 2, 11, 100, 221, 251;
identifying with Mustafa Kemal,
393; influencing Kemalism, 413-17;
and Mustafa Hayri, 16, 64, 105;
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Ziya Gokalp (continued) 60, 98-99, 108; as World War
panegyrist of rulers, 290-91; propagandist, 188
interpreting Protestantism, 105; ZO. See Zionist Organisation
refocusing on Turan, 371; refusing Zohrab, Krikor, 10-11, 18, 19, 73, 78, 94,
social contract, 105; settled down 124, 127, 152, 161, 214-15, 298; and
in Salonica, 98; subordinating indi- Cavid, 116, 161, 214-15; letter to Talaat
vidual rights, 106; suicide attempt (1915), 19; sent to Diyarbekir, 291;
of, 100; supreme truth (hakikat-i working for liberal-CUP cooperation,
kiibra), 100; Talaat’s friend, 11, 116-18
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