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3

THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF

Fig. 1. Daguerreotype taken at Benjamin D. Maxham’s Daguerrean Palace, 
Worcester, Massachusetts, on June 18, 1856. Reproduced from Th e Writings of 

Henry D. Th oreau. Th e Walden Woods Project Collection at the Th oreau 
Institute at Walden Woods. Courtesy of the Walden Woods Project.

I have never got over my surprise that I should have 
been born into the most estimable place in all the 
world, and in the very nick of time, too.

Written December 5, 1856, in his Journal, vol. IX, p. 160

I do not propose to write an ode to dejection, but to 
brag as lustily as chanticleer in the morning, standing 
on his roost, if only to wake my neighbors up.

Walden, p. 84

It is my own way of living that I complain of as well as 
yours.

“Huckleberries,” p. 30
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4 THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF

I should not talk so much about myself if there were 
any body else whom I knew as well. 

Walden, p. 3

One woman whom I visit sometimes thinks I am 
conceited and yet wonders that I do not visit her 
oft ener.

Written January 31, 1852, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 312

If I am not I, who will be?
A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers, p. 156

I am not thou—Th ou art not I.
Written October 10, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 137

My life hath been the poem I would have writ,
But I could not both live and live to utter it.

Written August 28, 1841, in his Journal, vol. 1, p. 324

What have I to do with plows? I cut another furrow 
than you see.

Written April 7, 1841, in his Journal, vol. 1, p. 297

If corn fails, my crop fails not, and what are drought 
and rain to me?

A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers, p. 54

My profession is to be always on the alert to fi nd God 
in nature—to know his lurking places. To attend all the 
oratorios—the operas in nature.

Written September 7, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 55
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THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF 5

My purpose in going to Walden Pond was not to live 
cheaply nor to live dearly there, but to transact some 
private business with the fewest obstacles; to be hin-
dered from accomplishing which for want of a little 
common sense, a little enterprise and business talent, 
appeared not so sad as foolish. 

Walden, pp. 19–20

I go forth to make new demands on life.
Written March 15, 1852, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 390

My greatest skill has been to want but little. 
Written July 19, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 3, p. 315

I have seen a bunch of violets in a glass vase, tied 
loosely with a straw, which reminded me of myself.—

 I am a parcel of vain strivings tied
   By a chance bond together,
  Dangling this way and that, their links
   Were made so loose and wide,
 Methinks,
 For milder weather.

A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers, p. 383

I cannot tell you what I am more than a ray of the sum-
mer’s sun. What I am—I am—and say not. Being is the 
great explainer. 

Written February 26, 1841, in his Journal, vol. 1, p. 273

I must confess there is nothing so strange to me as my 
own body. I love any piece of nature, almost, better. 

Written February 21, 1842, in his Journal, vol. 1, p. 365
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6 THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF

I came into this world, not chiefl y to make this a good 
place to live in, but to live in it, be it good or bad. 

“Resistance to Civil Government” in Reform Papers, p. 74

From time to time I overlook the promised land but I 
do not feel that I am travelling toward it.

Written aft er July 29, 1850, in his Journal, vol. 3, p. 97

For years I marched as to a music in comparison with 
which the military music of the streets is noise & dis-
cord. I was daily intoxicated and yet no man could call 
me intemperate. 

Written July 16, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 3, p. 306

I would rather sit on a pumpkin and have it all to my-
self, than be crowded on a velvet cushion.

Walden, p. 37

I am of the nature of Stone. It takes the summer’s sun 
to warm it.

Written December 21, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 213

My acquaintances sometimes imply that I am too cold 
but each thing is warm enough for its kind.

Written December 21, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 213

If my curve is large, why bend it to a smaller circle? 
Written July 19, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 3, p. 313

It is impossible for me to be interested in what interest 
men generally. Th eir pursuits & interests seem to me 
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THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF 7

frivolous. When I am most myself & see the clearest 
men are least to be seen.

Written April 24, 1852, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 487

Now if there are any who think that I am vain glorious—
that I set myself up above others and crow over their 
low estate—let me tell them that I could tell a pitiful 
story respecting myself as well as them. If my spirits 
held out to do it, I could encourage them with a suffi  -
cient list of failures & could fl ow as humbly as the very 
gutters themselves. I could enumerate a list of as rank 
off ences as ever reached the nostrils of heaven. 

Written February 10, 1852, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 340

I was not born to be forced. I will breathe aft er my own 
fashion. 

“Resistance to Civil Government” in Reform Papers, pp. 80–81

I long ago lost a hound, a bay horse, and a turtle-dove, 
and am still on their trail. Many are the travellers I have 
spoken concerning them, describing their tracks and 
what calls they answered to. I have met one or two who 
have heard the hound, and the tramp of the horse, and 
even seen the dove disappear behind a cloud, and they 
seemed as anxious to recover them as if they had lost 
them themselves. 

Walden, p. 17

You shall have your aff airs, I will have mine. You will 
spend this aft ernoon in setting up your neighbor’s 
stove, and be paid for it; I will spend it in gathering the 
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8 THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF

few berries of the Vaccinium Oxycoccus which Nature 
produces here, before it is too late, and be paid for it 
also aft er another fashion. I have always reaped unex-
pected and incalculable advantages from carrying out 
at last, however tardily, any little enterprise which my 
genius suggested to me long ago as a thing to be 
done,—some step to be taken, however slight, out of 
the usual course.

 Written August 30, 1856, in his Journal, vol. IX, p. 36

In youth before I lost any of my senses, I can remem-
ber that I was all alive and inhabited my body with in-
expressible satisfaction, both its weariness & its re-
freshment were sweet to me. Th is earth was the most 
glorious musical instrument, and I was audience to its 
strains. 

Written July 16, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 3, pp. 305–306

I went to the woods because I wished to live deliber-
ately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I 
could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I 
came to die, discover that I had not lived. I did not 
wish to live what was not life, living is so dear; nor did 
I wish to practice resignation, unless it was quite 
necessary. 

Walden, pp. 90–91

My actual life is unspeakably mean, compared with 
what I know and see that it might be.

Written on Staten Island to Lidian Emerson, June 20, 1843, in 
Th e Correspondence of Henry David Th oreau, p. 120
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THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF 9

My actual life is a fact in view of which I have no occa-
sion to congratulate myself, but for my faith and aspi-
ration I have respect.

To H.G.O. Blake, March 27, 1848, in Th e Correspondence of 
Henry David Th oreau, p. 216

I did not wish to take a cabin passage, but rather 
to go before the mast and on the deck of the world, 
for there I could best see the moonlight amid the 
mountains. 

Walden, p. 323

Methinks my seasons revolve more slowly than those 
of nature. I am diff erently timed. 

Written July 19, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 3, p. 313

It behoves me . . . to speak out of the rarest part of 
myself.

To H.G.O. Blake, November 20, 1849, in Th e Correspondence of 
Henry David Th oreau, p. 250

I believe that it is in my power to elevate myself this 
very hour above the common level of my life.

To H.G.O. Blake, April 10, 1853, in Th e Correspondence of Henry 
David Th oreau, p. 303

Here I am 34 years old, and yet my life is almost wholly 
unexpanded. How much is in the germ! Th ere is such 
an interval between my ideal and the actual in many 
instances that I may say I am unborn. 

Written July 19, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 3, p. 313
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10 THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF

I have sworn no oath. I have no designs on society—or 
nature—or God. I am simply what I am, or I begin to 
be that.

To H.G.O. Blake, March 27, 1848, in Th e Correspondence of 
Henry David Th oreau, p. 216

I believe in the forest, and in the meadow, and in the 
night in which the corn grows. 

“Walking” in Excursions, p. 202

I had three chairs in my house; one for solitude, two for 
friendship, three for society. 

Walden, p. 140

I enjoy more drinking water at a clear spring than out 
of a goblet at a gentleman’s table. I like best the bread 
which I have baked, the garment which I have made, 
the shelter which I have constructed, the fuel which I 
have gathered.

Written October 20, 1855, in his Journal, vol. VII, p. 503

I trust that you realize what an exaggerator I am,—that 
I lay myself out to exaggerate whenever I have an op-
portunity,—pile Pelion upon Ossa, to reach heaven so. 
Expect no trivial truth from me, unless I am on the 
witness-stand. I will come as near to lying as you can 
drive a coach-and-four.

To H.G.O. Blake, April 10, 1853, in Th e Correspondence of Henry 
David Th oreau, p. 304
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THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF 11

One young man of my acquaintance, who has inher-
ited some acres, told me that he thought he should live 
as I did, if he had the means. I would not have any one 
adopt my mode of living on any account; for, beside 
that before he has fairly learned it I may have found out 
another for myself, I desire that there may be as many 
diff erent persons in the world as possible; but I would 
have each one be very careful to fi nd out and pursue 
his own way, and not his father’s or his mother’s or his 
neighbor’s instead. 

Walden, p. 71

Th e true harvest of my daily life is somewhat as intan-
gible and indescribable as the tints of morning or eve-
ning. It is a little star-dust caught, a segment of the 
rainbow which I have clutched. 

Walden, pp. 216–217

I wish so to live ever as to derive my satisfactions and 
inspirations from the commonest events, every-day 
phenomena, so that what my senses hourly perceive, 
my daily walk, the conversation of my neighbors, may 
inspire me, and I may dream of no heaven but that 
which lies about me. 

Written March 11, 1856, in his Journal, vol. VIII, p. 204

I only know myself as a human entity—the scene, so to 
speak, of thoughts & aff ections—and am sensible of a 
certain doubleness by which I stand as remote from 
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12 THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF

myself as from another. However intense my experi-
ence I am conscious of the presence & criticism of 
a part of me which as it were is not a part of me but 
spectator sharing no experience, but taking note of it, 
and that is no more I than it is you. 

Written August 8, 1852, in his Journal, vol. 5, p. 290

I feel that my life is very homely, my pleasures very 
cheap. Joy and sorrow, success and failure, grandeur 
and meanness, and indeed most of the words in the 
English language do not mean for me what they do for 
my neighbors. 

Written October 18, 1856, in his Journal, vol. IX, p. 121

For many years I was self appointed inspector of snow-
storms & rainstorms and did my duty faithfully—
though I never received one cent for it. 

Written aft er February 22, 1846, in his Journal, vol. 2, 
p. 227

I am so wedded to my way of spending a day,—require 
such broad margins of leisure, and such a complete 
wardrobe of old clothes,—that I am ill fi tted for going 
abroad. Pleasant is it sometimes to sit at home, on a 
single egg all day, in your own nest, though it may 
prove at last to be an egg of chalk.

To Daniel Ricketson, September 27, 1855, in Familiar Letters, 
p. 262

I take all these walks to every point of the compass, 
and it is always harvest-time with me. I am always 

Cramer.indb   12 1/27/2011   10:53:02 AM



THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF 13

gathering my crop from these woods and fi elds 
and waters, and no man is in my way or interferes 
with me. My crop is not their crop. To-day I see them 
gathering in their beans and corn, and they are a spec-
tacle to me, but are soon out of my sight. I am not 
gathering beans and corn. Do they think there are no 
fruits but such as these? I am a reaper; I am not a 
gleaner.

Written October 14, 1857, in his Journal, vol. X, pp. 93–94

I spend the forenoon in my chamber writing or ar-
ranging my papers & in the aft ernoon I walk forth into 
the fi elds & woods. I turn aside perchance into some 
withdrawn untrodden swamp & fi nd there bilberries 
large & fair awaiting me in inexhaustible abundance—
for I have no tame garden.

Written August 9, 1853, in his Journal, vol. 6, p. 293

How to live—How to get the most life! as if you were to 
teach the young hunter how to entrap his game. How 
to extract its honey from the fl ower of the world. Th at 
is my every day business. I am as busy as a bee about it. 
I ramble over all fi elds on that errand and am never so 
happy as when I feel myself heavy with honey & wax. I 
am like a bee searching the livelong day for the sweets 
of nature.

Written September 7, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 53

I love a broad margin to myself. 
Walden, p. 111
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14 THOREAU DESCRIBES HIMSELF

I perceive that I am dealt with by superior powers. 
Written July 16, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 3, p. 306

I feel blessed. I love my life. 
Written November 1, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 159

My life partakes of infi nity. 
Written March 15, 1852, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 390
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THOREAU ON HIS CONTEMPORARIES 431

he thus suggests far more than the sharp & defi nite 
practical mind.

Written March 9, 1853, in his Journal, vol. 6, p. 101

Alcott spent the day with me yesterday. He spent the 
day before with Emerson. He observed that he had got 
his wine & now he had come aft er his venison. 

Written August 10, 1853, in his Journal, vol. 6, p. 294

John Brown
A man of rare common sense and directness of speech, 
as of action; a transcendentalist above all, a man of 
ideas and principles,—that was what distinguished 
him. Not yielding to a whim or transient impulse, but 
carrying out the purpose of a life.

“A Plea for Captain John Brown” in Reform Papers, p. 115

Th ink of him of—his rare qualities! such a man as it 
takes ages to make, and ages to understand; no mock 
hero, nor the representative of any party. A man such 
as the sun may not rise upon again in this benighted 
land. To whose making went the costliest material, the 
fi nest adamant; sent to be the redeemer of those in cap-
tivity. And the only use to which you can put him is to 
hang him at the end of a rope!

“A Plea for Captain John Brown” in Reform Papers, p. 136

I rejoice that I live in this age—that I am his con-
temporary.

“A Plea for Captain John Brown” in Reform Papers, p. 126
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432 THOREAU ON HIS CONTEMPORARIES

Th omas Carlyle
We believe that Carlyle has, aft er all, more readers, and 
is better known to-day for this very originality of style, 
and that posterity will have reason to thank him for 
emancipating the language, in some measure, from the 
fetters which a merely conservative, aimless, and pe-
dantic literary class had imposed upon it, and setting 
an example of greater freedom and naturalness. 

“Th omas Carlyle and His Works” in Early Essays and Miscella-
nies, pp. 232–233

Carlyle is not a seer, but a brave looker-on and re-
viewer; not the most free and catholic observer of men 
and events, for they are likely to fi nd him preoccupied, 
but unexpectedly free and catholic when they fall 
within the focus of his lens. 

“Th omas Carlyle and His Works” in Early Essays and Miscella-
nies, p. 246

Th omas De Quincey and Charles Dickens
De Quincey & Dickens have not moderation enough. 
Th ey never stutter—they fl ow too readily.

Written September 8, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 63

Mary Moody Emerson
Th e wittiest & most vivacious woman that I know—
certainly that woman among my acquaintance whom 
it is most profi table to meet—the least frivolous who 
will most surely provoke to good conversation and the 
expression of what is in you. She is singular among 
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women at least in being really & perseveringly inter-
ested to know what thinkers think. She relates herself 
surely to the intellectual where she goes. 

It is perhaps her greatest praise & peculiarity that 
she more surely than any other woman gives her com-
panion occasion to utter his best thought. 

In spite of her own biases she can entertain a large 
thought with hospitality and is not prevented by any 
intellectuality in it as women commonly are. In short 
she is a genius.

Written November 13, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 4, pp. 183–184

Talking with Miss Mary Emerson this evening, she 
said, “It was not the fashion to be so original when I 
was young.” She is readier to take my view—look 
through my eyes for the time—than any young person 
that I know in the town.

Written January 26, 1856, when Mary Moody Emerson was 
eighty-two, in his Journal, vol. VIII, p. 146

Ralph Waldo Emerson
Emerson has special talents unequalled. 

. . . His personal infl uence upon young persons 
greater than any man’s.

Written winter 1845–1846, in his Journal, vol. 2, p. 224

Of Emerson’s Essays I should say that they were not 
poetry—that they were not written exactly at the right 
crisis though inconceivably near to it.

Written December 2, 1846, in his Journal, vol. 2, p. 355
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434 THOREAU ON HIS CONTEMPORARIES

I doubt if Emerson could trundle a wheel barrow 
through the streets because it would be out of 
character.

Written January 30, 1852, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 304

Emerson is too grand for me.
Written January 31, 1852, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 309

Nathaniel Hawthorne
Th ey say that Mr Pierce the presidential candidate was 
in town last 5th of July, visiting Hawthorne whose col-
lege chum he was, and that Hawthorne is writing a life 
of him for electioneering purposes.

To his sister, Sophia, July 13, 1852, in Th e Correspondence of 
Henry David Th oreau, p. 283

Th omas Wentworth Higginson
Heard Higginson lecture tonight on Mohammed. Why 
did I not like it better? Can I deny that it was good? . . . 
I did not like it then, because it did not make me like 
it—it did not carry me away captive. He is not simple 
enough. For the most part the manner overbore choked 
off  & stifl ed.

Written January 21, 1852, in his Journal, vol. 4, p. 274

Henry James, Sr.
I have been to see Henry James, and like him very 
much. It was a great pleasure to meet him. It makes 
humanity seem more erect and respectable. I never 

Cramer.indb   434 1/27/2011   10:55:56 AM



THOREAU ON HIS CONTEMPORARIES 435

was more kindly and faithfully catechised. It made me 
respect myself more to be thought worthy of such wise 
questions.

To Ralph Waldo Emerson, aft er having met Henry James, Sr., 
June 8, 1843, in Th e Correspondence of Henry David Th oreau, 
p. 110

Horace Mann
Dr. Bartlett handed me a paper to-day, desiring me to 
subscribe for a statue to Horace Mann. I declined, and 
said that I thought a man ought not  any more to take 
up room in the world aft er he was dead. We shall lose 
one advantage of a man’s dying if we are to have a 
statue of him forthwith.

Written September 18, 1859, in his Journal, vol. XII, p. 335

George Minott
Minot is perhaps the most poetical farmer—who most 
realizes to me the poetry of the farmer’s life—that 
I know. He does nothing (with haste and drudgery) 
but as if he loved it. He makes the most of his labor 
and takes infi nite satisfaction in every part of it. He is 
not looking forward to the sale of his crops or any pe-
cuniary profi t, but he is paid by the constant satisfac-
tion which his labor yields him. He has not too much 
land to trouble him—too much work to do—no hired 
man nor boy—but simply to amuse himself & live. He 
cares not so much to raise a large crop as to do his 
work well.

Written October 4, 1851, in his Journal, vol. 4, pp. 116–117
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436 THOREAU ON HIS CONTEMPORARIES

Wendell Phillips
It is so rare and encouraging to listen to an orator, who 
is content with another alliance than with the popular 
party, or even with the sympathising school of the 
martyrs, who can aff ord sometimes to be his own 
 auditor if the mob stay away, and hears himself with-
out reproof, that we feel ourselves in danger of slan-
dering all mankind by affi  rming, that here is one, who 
is at the same time an eloquent speaker and a righ-
teous man.

“Wendell Phillips Before Concord Lyceum” in Reform Papers, 
p. 61

Daniel Webster
I should have liked to see Dan. Webster walking about 
Concord, I suppose the town shook every step he 
took— But I trust there were some sturdy Concordians 
who were not tumbled down by the jar, but represented 
still the upright town. 

To his mother, August 29, 1843, in Th e Correspondence of Henry 
David Th oreau, p. 135 

Th e story is that Webster had appointed to meet some 
Plymouth gentlemen at Manomet and spend the day 
fi shing with them. Aft er the fi shing was [over], he set 
out to return to Duxbury in his sailboat with Peter-
son, as he had come, and on the way they saw the sea-
serpent, which answered to the common account of 
this creature. It passed directly across their bows only 
six or seven rods off  and then disappeared. On the sail 
homeward, Webster having had time to refl ect on what 
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had occurred, at length said to Peterson, “For God’s 
sake, never say a word about this to any one, for if 
it should be known that I should have seen the sea-
serpent, I should never hear the last of it, but wherever 
I went should have to tell the story to every one I met.”

Written June 14, 1857, in his Journal, vol. IX, p. 416

His words are wisdom to those legislators who con-
template no essential reform in the existing govern-
ment; but for thinkers, and those who legislate for all 
time, he never once glances at the subject.

“Resistance to Civil Government” in Reform Papers, p. 87

Walt Whitman
As for the sensuality in Whitman’s “Leaves of Grass,” I 
do not so much wish that it was not written, as that 
men and women were so pure that they could read it 
without harm.

Written December 2, 1856, in his Journal, vol. IX, p. 149

He is apparently the greatest democrat the world has 
seen. Kings and aristocracy go by the board at once, as 
they have long deserved to. A remarkably strong 
though coarse nature, of a sweet disposition, and much 
prized by his friends.

To H.G.O. Blake, from Eagleswood, New Jersey, November 19, 
1856, in Th e Correspondence of Henry David Th oreau, p. 441

Th at Walt Whitman, of whom I wrote to you, is the 
most interesting fact to me at present. I have just read 
his 2nd edition (which he gave me) and it has done me 
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more good than any reading for a long time. . . . Th ere 
are 2 or 3 pieces in the book which are disagreeable to 
say the least, simply sensual. He does not celebrate love 
at all. It is as if the beasts spoke.

To H.G.O. Blake, from Eagleswood, New Jersey, December 7, 
1856, in Th e Correspondence of Henry David Th oreau, p. 444
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THOREAU DESCRIBED BY HIS 
CONTEMPORARIES

Do not dissect a man till he is dead.
Written September 14, 1841, in his Journal, vol. 1, p. 333

Fig. 19. Ralph Waldo Emerson. Photographic copy by Alfred W. Hosmer. Th e 
Paul Brooks Collection at the Th oreau Institute at Walden Woods. Courtesy 

of the Walden Woods Project.

Physical Characteristics
My fi rst interview with him was so peculiar that I will 
venture to state it. . . . I perceived a man walking to-
wards me bearing an umbrella in one hand and a 
leather travelling-bag in the other. So unlike my ideal 
Th oreau, whom I had fancied, from the robust nature 
of his mind and habits of life, to be a man of unusual 
vigor and size, that I did not suspect, although I had 

Cramer.indb   439 1/27/2011   10:55:57 AM



440 THOREAU DESCRIBED

expected him in the morning, that the slight, quaint-
looking person before me was the Walden philoso-
pher. Th ere are few persons who had previously read 
his works that were not disappointed by his personal 
appearance.

Daniel Ricketson in Daniel Ricketson and His Friends, p. 11

In height, he was about the average; in his build, spare, 
with limbs that were rather longer than usual, or of 
which he made a longer use. His face, once seen, could 
not be forgotten. Th e features were quite marked: the 
nose aquiline or very Roman, like one of the portraits 
of Caesar (more like a beak, as was said); large, over-
hanging brows above the deepest set blue eyes that 
could be seen, in certain lights, and in others gray,—
eyes expressive of all shades of feeling, but never weak 
or near-sighted; the forehead not unusually broad or 
high, full of concentrated energy and purpose; the 
mouth with prominent lips, pursed up with meaning 
and thought when silent, and giving out when open a 
stream of the most varied and unusual and instructive 
sayings. His hair was a dark brown, exceedingly abun-
dant, fi ne and soft ; and for several years he wore a 
comely beard. His whole fi gure had an active earnest-
ness, as if he had no moment to waste. Th e clenched 
hand betokened purpose. 

William Ellery Channing in Th oreau: Th e Poet-Naturalist, p. 25

He came into the room a quaint, stump fi gure of a 
man, whose eff ect of long trunk and short limbs was 
heightened by his fashionless trousers being let down 
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too low. He had a noble face, with tossed hair, a dis-
traught eye, and a fi ne aquilinity of profi le, which made 
me think at once of Don Quixote and of Cervantes; but 
his nose failed to add that foot to his stature which 
Lamb says a nose of that shape will always give a man. 

William Dean Howells in Literary Friends and Acquaintance: A 
Personal Retrospect of American Authorship, p. 59

He is as ugly as sin, long-nosed, queer-mouthed, and 
with uncouth and somewhat rustic, although courte-
ous manners, corresponding very well with such an 
exterior. But his ugliness is of an honest and agreeable 
fashion, and becomes him much better than beauty. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne, September 1, 1842, in Th e American 
Notebooks, pp. 353–354

We used to bother him a good deal calling him “the 
fi ne scholar with a big nose.” 

Alfred Munroe, August 8, 1877, quoted in Kenneth Walter 
Cameron’s “Th oreau’s Schoolmate, Alfred Munroe, Remembers 
Concord” (American Transcendental Quarterly 36), p. 20

He was short of stature, well built, and such a man as I 
have fancied Julius Caesar to have been. Every move-
ment was full of courage and repose; the tones of his 
voice were those of Truth herself; and there was in his 
eye the pure bright blue of the New England sky, as 
there was sunshine in his fl axen hair. He had a particu-
larly strong aquiline-Roman nose, which somehow re-
minded me of the prow of a ship.

Moncure D. Conway in “Th oreau” (Fraser’s Magazine for Town 
and Country, April 1866), p. 461
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Th e touch of his hand was moist and indiff erent, as if 
he had taken up something when he saw your hand 
coming, and caught your grasp upon it.

John Weiss, a Harvard classmate, in “Th oreau” (Christian Ex-
aminer, July 1865), p. 97

Henry retained a particular pronunciation of the letter r, 
with a decided French accent. He says, “September is 
the fi rst month with a burr in it;” and his speech always 
had an emphasis, a burr in it.

William Ellery Channing in Th oreau: Th e Poet-Naturalist, p. 2

He seemed rather less than the medium height, well-
proportioned, and noticeably straight and erect. His 
shoulders were not square but sloping, like those of 
Mr. Emerson. His head was not large, nor did it strike 
me as handsome: it was covered with a full growth of 
rather dark hair somewhat carelessly brushed aft er no 
particular style. His face was very striking whether seen 
in the front or profi le view. Large perceptive eyes—
blue, I think, large and prominent nose; his mouth 
concealed by a full dark beard, worn natural but not 
untrimmed; these features pervaded by a wise, serious 
and dignifi ed look. Th e expression of his countenance 
was not severe or commanding, but it certainly gave no 
hint of shallowness or trifl ing. 

In speech he was deliberate and positive. Th e em-
phatic words seemed to “hang fi re” or to be held back 
for an instant as if to gather force and weight. Although 
he resembled Emerson in this, there was no appear-
ance of aff ectation about it; he appeared to be looking 
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at his thought all the time he was selecting and uttering 
his words. 

E. Harlow Russell in an account reported in the Leominster 
(Mass.) Daily Enterprise, December 28, 1899, as quoted in Wal-
ter Harding’s Th oreau: Man of Concord, p. 97

I like to see him come in, he always smells of the pine 
woods. 

James T. Fields in Annie Adams Fields’s James T. Fields: 
Biographical Notes and Personal Sketches, p. 102

Henry was the purest-looking man that ever lived.
Mabel Loomis Todd in Th e Th oreau Family Two Generations 
Ago, p. 19

Conduct and Character
He had a way of his own, and he didn’t care much 
about money; but if there ever was a gentleman alive, 
he was one. 

Barney Mullins, quoted in David Starr Jordan’s “Th oreau and 
John Brown” (Th e Current, April 9, 1887), p. 454

You would fi nd him well worth knowing; he is a man 
of thought and originality, with a certain iron-poker-
ishness, an uncompromising stiff ness in his mental 
character which is interesting, though it grows rather 
wearisome on close and frequent acquaintance. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, No-
vember 21, 1848, quoted in Final Memorials of Henry Wads-
worth Longfellow, edited by Samuel Longfellow, p. 29

I knew Th oreau well when we were schoolboys to-
gether. He was considered by most of us boys as rather 
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stupid, and unsympathetic, though by no means a 
poor scholar. I suppose we thought him stupid because 
he did not join heartily in our plays. I cannot recollect 
that he ever played with us at all. He seemed to have no 
fun in him.

Alfred Munroe, August 8, 1877, quoted in Kenneth Walter 
Cameron’s “Th oreau’s Schoolmate, Alfred Munroe, Remem-
bers Concord” (American Transcendental Quarterly 36), 
p. 20

In college Mr. Th oreau had made no great impression. 
He was far from being distinguished as a scholar. He 
was not known to have any literary tastes; was never a 
contributor to the college periodical, the “Harvard-
iana”; was not, I think, interested, certainly not con-
spicuous, in any of the literary or scientifi c societies of 
the undergraduates, and, withal, was of an unsocial 
disposition, and kept himself much aloof from his 
classmates. At the time we graduated, I doubt whether 
any of his acquaintances regarded him as giving prom-
ise of future distinction.

David Green Haskins in Ralph Waldo Emerson: His Maternal 
Ancestors, pp. 119–120

Th ose who thought of Th oreau as cold or indiff erent 
little understood the depth of feeling that lay beneath 
his undemonstrative exterior. During his father’s ill-
ness his devotion was such that Mrs. Th oreau in re-
calling it said, “If it hadn’t been for my husband’s ill-
ness, I should never have known what a tender heart 
Henry had.” He mourned deeply for this beloved 
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brother. He laid aside his fl ute and for years refused to 
speak his name. A friend told me that twelve years 
later Th oreau started, turned pale, and could hardly 
overcome his emotion when some reference to John 
was made. 

Mary Hosmer Brown in Memories of Concord, p. 92

Mr. Th orow dined with us yesterday. He is a singular 
character—a young man with much of wild original 
nature still remaining in him; and so far as he is sophis-
ticated, it is in a way and method of his own. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne, September 1, 1842, in Th e American 
Notebooks, pp. 353–354

He always reminded me of an eagle, ready to soar to 
great heights or to swoop down on anything he consid-
ered evil. 

Anonymous woman, who was his hostess on occasion in 
Worcester, as reported in Annie R. Marble’s Th oreau: His Home, 
Friends and Books, p. 152

Perhaps Th oreau talked rather like one who was ac-
customed to be listened to than to listen, though this 
was by no means prominent, and there was not the 
slightest lack of courtesy in his manner. . . . He gave 
you a chance to talk, attended to what you said, and 
then made his reply, but did not come to very close 
quarters with you or help you out with your thought 
aft er the manner of skilled and practiced conversers. 
Emerson says of him that “he coldly and fully stated his 
opinion without aff ecting to believe that it was the 
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opinion of the company.” Th oreau was always interest-
ing, oft en entertaining, but never what you would call 
charming. 

E. Harlow Russell in an account reported in the Leominster 
(Mass.) Daily Enterprise, December 28, 1899, as quoted in 
Walter Harding’s Th oreau: Man of Concord, pp. 97–98

Th oreau, the Concord hermit, who lived by himself in 
the woods, used to come smiling up to his neighbors, 
to announce that the bluebirds had arrived, with as 
much interest in the fact as other men take in messages 
by the Atlantic cable. On certain days, he made long 
pilgrimages to fi nd

 “Th e sweet rhodora in the wood,”

welcoming the lonely fl ower like a long-absent friend. 
He gravely informed us once, that frogs were much 
more confi ding in the spring, than later in the season; 
for then, it only took an hour to get well acquainted 
with one of the speckled swimmers, who liked to be 
tickled with a blade of grass, and would feed from his 
hand in the most sociable manner. 

Louisa May Alcott in “Merry’s Monthly Chat with his Friends” 
(Merry’s Museum, March 1869), p. 147

In walking, he made a short cut if he could, and when 
sitting in the shade or by the wall-side seemed merely 
the clearer to look forward into the next piece of 
activity. 

Ellery Channing in Th oreau: Th e Poet Naturalist, p. 25

Cramer.indb   446 1/27/2011   10:56:01 AM



THOREAU DESCRIBED 447

I told Th oreau that he would have to come along with 
me, and he went without any trouble and was locked 
up. When his tax was paid by some one . . . I told him 
he was free to go but he would not, until fi nally I said, 
“Henry, if you will not go of your own accord I shall 
put you out, for you cannot stay here any longer.” He 
was the only prisoner that I ever had that did not want 
to leave when he could. 

Sam Staples in “An Evening with Th oreau” as reported in the 
Concord High School Voice, November 15, 1895, p. 23

I do not remember of ever seeing him laugh outright, 
but he was ever ready to smile at anything that pleased 
him; and I never knew him to betray any tender emo-
tion except on one occasion, when he was narrating to 
me the death of his only brother, John Th oreau, from 
lockjaw, strong symptoms of which, from his sympathy 
with the suff erer, he himself experienced. At this time 
his voice was choked, and he shed tears, and went to 
the door for air. Th e subject was of course dropped, 
and never recurred to again. 

Daniel Ricketson in Daniel Ricketson and His Friends, p. 14

Henry T has built him a house of one room a little dis-
tance from Walden pond & in view of the public road. 
Th ere he lives—cooks, eats, studies & sleeps & is quite 
happy. He has many visitors, whom he receives with 
pleasure & does his best to entertain.

Prudence Ward, January 20, 1846, as reported in Henry Seidel 
Canby’s Th oreau, p. 216
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Mr. Emerson . . . has a friend with him of the name of 
Henry Th oreau who has come to live with him and be 
his working-man this year. H. T. is three and twenty, 
has been through college and kept a school, is very fond 
of classic studies, and an earnest thinker yet intends 
being a farmer. He has a great deal of practical sense, 
and as he has bodily strength to boot, he may look to be 
a successful and happy man. He has a boat which he 
made himself, and rows me out on the pond. 

Margaret Fuller to her brother, Richard, May 25, 1841, in Th e 
Letters of Margaret Fuller, vol. 2, p. 210

If I knew only Th oreau, I should think coöperation of 
good men impossible. Must we always talk for victory, 
and never once for truth, for comfort, and joy? Cen-
trality he has, and penetration, strong understanding, 
and the higher gift s,—the insight of the real, or from 
the real, and the moral rectitude that belongs to it; but 
all this and all his resources of wit and invention are 
lost to me, in every experiment, year aft er year, that I 
make, to hold intercourse with his mind. Always some 
weary captious paradox to fi ght you with, and the time 
and temper wasted. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, written 1856 in Th e Journals of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, vol. 8, pp. 15–16

Th e undersigned very cheerfully hereby introduces to 
public notice the bearer, Mr. David Henry Th oreau, 
as a teacher in the higher branches of useful literature. 
He is a native of this town, and a graduate of Harvard 
University. He is well disposed and well qualifi ed to 
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 instruct the rising generation. His scholarship and 
moral character will bear the strictest scrutiny. He is 
modest and mild in his disposition and government, 
but not wanting in energy of character and fi delity in 
the duties of his profession. It is presumed his charac-
ter and usefulness will be appreciated more highly as 
an acquaintance with him shall be cultivated. Cordial 
wishes for his success, reputation, and usefulness at-
tend him, as an instructor and gentleman. 

Ezra Ripley to the “Friends of Education,” May 1, 1838, 
quoted in Franklin B. Sanborn’s Henry D. Th oreau, 
pp. 57–58

We boys used to visit him on Saturday aft ernoons at 
his house by Walden, and he would show us interesting 
things in the woods near by. I did not see the philo-
sophical side. He was never stern or pedantic, but nat-
ural and very agreeable, friendly,—but a person you 
would never feel inclined to fool with. A face that you 
would long remember. Th ough short in stature, and 
inconspicuous in dress, you would not fail to notice 
him in the street, as more than ordinary.

Edward Emerson in Henry Th oreau as Remembered by a Young 
Friend, p. 129

I recall an occasion when little Edward Emerson, car-
rying a basket of fi ne huckleberries, had a fall and spilt 
them all. Great was his distress, and our off ers of ber-
ries could not console him for the loss of those gath-
ered by himself. But Th oreau came, put his arm around 
the troubled child, and explained to him that if the 
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crop of huckleberries was to continue it was necessary 
that some should be scattered. Nature had provided 
that little boys should now and then stumble and sow 
the berries. We shall have a grand lot of bushes and 
berries on this spot, and we shall owe them to you. Ed-
ward began to smile.

Moncure D. Conway in Autobiography: Memoirs and Experi-
ences, vol. 1, p. 148

I love Henry, but do not like him.
Elizabeth Hoar, as reported by Ralph Waldo Emerson in 1843 in 
Th e Journals of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol. 6, p. 371

He seemed to know what he knew—by no means, I 
think, the most common of characteristics.

John Witt Randall to Francis Ellingwood Abbot, January 9, 
1857, in Poems of Nature and Life, p. 109

Anecdotes
Th ink of it, he stood half an hour today to hear the frogs 
croak, and he would’nt read the life of Chalmers.

Th oreau’s aunt, Maria Th oreau, as recorded by Th oreau on 
March 28, 1853, in his Journal, vol. 6, p. 41

On my birthday, in the early summer, just before I 
went to take my examination for Harvard, my father 
and mother invited Th oreau and Channing, both, but 
especially Th oreau, friends from my babyhood, to dine 
with us. When we left  the table and were passing into 
the parlour, Th oreau asked me to come with him to 
our East door—our more homelike door, facing the 
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 orchard. It was an act of aff ectionate courtesy, for he 
had divined my suppressed state of mind and remem-
bered that fi rst crisis in his own life, and the wrench 
that it seemed in advance, as a gate leading out into an 
untried world. With serious face, but with a very quiet, 
friendly tone of voice, he reassured me, told me that I 
should be really close to home; very likely should pass 
my life in Concord. It was a great relief.

Edward Emerson in Henry Th oreau as Remembered by a Young 
Friend, p. 147

I liked Th oreau, though he was morbid. I do not think 
it was so much a love of woods, streams, and hills that 
made him live in the country, as from a morbid dislike 
of humanity. I remember Th oreau saying once, when 
walking with him in my favorite Brooklyn—“What is 
there in the people? Pshaw! what do you (a man who 
sees as well as anybody) see in all this cheering political 
corruption?” 

Walt Whitman as reported in Anne Gilchrist’s Anne Gilchrist: 
Her Life and Writings, edited by Herbert Harlakenden Gilchrist, 
p. 237

Once, when I was nearly seven years old, Th oreau 
came to the Wayside to make a survey of our land, 
bringing his surveying apparatus on his shoulder. I 
watched the short, dark, unbeautiful man with interest 
and followed him about, all over the place, never losing 
sight of a movement and never asking a question or 
uttering a word. Th e thing must have lasted a couple of 
hours; when we got back, Th oreau remarked to my 
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 father: “Good boy! Sharp eyes, and no tongue!” On 
that basis I was admitted to his friendship; a friendship 
or comradeship which began in 1852 and was to last 
until his death in 1862.

Julian Hawthorne in Th e Memoirs of Julian Hawthorne, 
p. 114

Th oreau had his own odd ways. Once he got to the 
house while I was out—went straight to the kitchen 
where my dear mother was baking some cakes—took 
the cakes hot from the oven. He was always doing 
things of the plain sort—without fuss. I liked all that 
about him. But Th oreau’s great fault was disdain—dis-
dain for men (for Tom, Dick and Harry): inability to 
appreciate the average life—even the exceptional life: it 
seemed to me a want of imagination. He couldn’t put 
his life into any other life—realize why one man was so 
and another man was not so: was impatient with other 
people on the street and so forth. We had a hot discus-
sion about it—it was a bitter diff erence: it was rather a 
surprise to me to meet in Th oreau such a very aggra-
vated case of superciliousness. It was egotistic—into 
any other not taking that word in its worst sense. . . . 
Yet he was a man you would have to like—an interest-
ing man, simple, conclusive. When I was at Emerson’s 
Mrs. Emerson told me Th oreau stayed with her during 
one of Emerson’s trips abroad. She said that Th oreau, 
though odd, was good, equable, assiduous, likeable, 
throughout. . . . When I lived in Brooklyn—in the 
 suburbs—probably two miles distant from the ferries—
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though there were cheap cabs, I always walked to the 
ferry to get over to New York. Several times when Th o-
reau was there with me we walked together.

Walt Whitman as reported in Horace Traubel’s With 
Walt Whitman in Camden (March 28–July 14, 1888), 
pp. 212–213

He tried to place me geographically aft er he had given 
me a chair not quite so far off  as Ohio, though still 
across the whole room, for he sat against one wall, and 
I against the other; but apparently he failed to pull 
himself out of his revery by the eff ort, for he remained 
in a dreamy muse, which all my attempts to say some-
thing fi t about John Brown and Walden Pond seemed 
only to deepen upon him. . . . I do not remember that 
Th oreau spoke of his books or of himself at all, and 
when he began to speak of John Brown, it was not the 
warm, palpable, loving, fearful old man of my concep-
tion, but a sort of  John Brown type, a John Brown ideal, 
a John Brown principle, which we were somehow (with 
long pauses between the vague, orphic phrases) to 
cherish, and to nourish ourselves upon. 

William Dean Howells in Literary Friends and Acquaintance: A 
Personal Retrospect of American Authorship, p. 59

I have seen children catch him by the hand, as he was 
going home from school, to walk with him and hear 
more. 

Dr. Th omas Hosmer as quoted in Edward Emerson’s Henry 
Th oreau as Remembered by a Young Friend (Boston: Houghton 
Miffl  in, 1917), p. 128 
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Mr. Th oreau was always most modest and yet chiv-
alrous in his treatment of women of high or low 
degree.

Edward Waldo Emerson and Waldo Emerson Forbes in Ralph 
Waldo Emerson’s Th e Journals of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol. 6, 
p. 371

One of our girls said, that Henry never went through 
the kitchen without coloring. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, written 1843, in Th e Journals of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, vol. 6, p. 371

I remember being startled by a remark of Mr. Emerson’s 
as we were one day walking beside Walden Pond. . . . 
As I ventured to comment upon the singular contigu-
ity of the village to what might be termed the fringe of 
this trackless solitude, the “Sage of Concord” turned to 
me with a sweet but peculiar smile. “Yes,” he said, “we 
sometimes rang the dinner bell at the lower end of the 
garden and we were always glad when Henry heard it 
and came up.

Ralph Waldo Emerson as related by Bret Harte in “A Few 
Words about Mr. Lowell” (Th e New Review, September 1891), 
pp. 199–200

I have a keen recollection of the fi rst time I met Henry 
David Th oreau. It was upon a beautiful day in July, 
1847, that Mrs. Alcott told us we were to visit Walden. 
We started merrily a party of seven, Mr. and Mrs. Al-
cott, the four girls and myself, for the woods of oak and 
pine that encircled the picturesque little lake called 
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Walden Pond. We found Th oreau in his cabin, a plain 
little house of one room containing a wood stove. 

He gave us gracious welcome, asking us within. . . . 
He was talking to Mr. Alcott of the wild fl owers in 
Walden woods when, suddenly stopping, he said: 
“Keep very still and I will show you my family.” Step-
ping quickly outside the cabin door, he gave a low and 
curious whistle; immediately a woodchuck came run-
ning towards him from a nearby burrow. With varying 
note, yet still low and strange, a pair of gray squirrels 
were summoned and approached him fearlessly. With 
still another note several birds, including two crows, 
fl ew towards him, one of the crows nestling upon his 
shoulder. I remember it was the crow resting close to 
his head that made the most vivid impression upon 
me, knowing how fearful of man this bird is. He fed 
them all from his hand, taking food from his pocket, 
and petted them gently before our delighted gaze; and 
then dismissed them by diff erent whistling, always 
strange and low and short, each little wild thing de-
parting instantly at hearing its special signal. 

Th en he took us fi ve children upon the Pond in his 
boat, ceasing his oars aft er a little distance from the 
shore and playing the fl ute he had brought with him, 
its music echoing over the still and beautifully clear 
water. 

Frederick L. H. Willis in Alcott Memoirs, pp. 91–92

He pl  ayed with much expression on the fl ute, and in 
his early years sang in a pleasing voice, although he 
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had no special training in music. Aft er his brother’s 
death he could not be induced to sing. Th e musical 
quality of his voice made him a charming reader.

S. E. Rena, February 12, 1896, to the editor of the Boston Tran-
script, as quoted in Kenneth Walter Cameron’s Th e New Eng-
land Writers and the Press, p. 262

Th oreau used to amuse us by gently raising fi sh out of 
the water.

Moncure D. Conway in Life of Nathaniel Hawthorne, p. 165

Personally, he was odd, in all senses of the term. He 
was bilious in constitution and in temper, with a dis-
position somewhat prone to suspicion and jealousy, 
and defi ant, rather than truly independent, in spirit. 
He had a searching, watchful, unconciliating eye, a 
long, stealthy tread and an alert but not graceful fi g-
ure. His heart was neither warm nor large, and he cer-
tainly did not share that “enthusiasm for humanity” 
which was the fashionable profession in his day. His 
habits were solitary and unsocial; yet secretly he was 
highly sensitive to the opinion of his fellow-men, and 
would perhaps have mingled more freely with them, 
but for a perception that there was no vehement de-
mand for his company. Th e art of pleasing was not 
 innate in him, and he was too proud to cultivate it. 
Rather than have it appear that society could do with-
out him, he resolved to make haste and banish society; 
for a couple of years he actually lived alone in a hut 
built by himself, on the shores of Walden Pond, near 
Concord: all his life he kept out of people’s way,—you 
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were more apt to see his disappearing coat-tails than 
his face.

Julian Hawthorne in American Literature, p. 146

Th oreau was a good deal of a wag in a quiet humorous 
way. He once put cloth bandages on the claws of 
Mrs. Emerson’s hens, that good lady having been sorely 
tried by her fowls invading the family fl ower patch. I 
guess Mrs. Emerson invented the notion of gloving her 
hens, and Th oreau carried out her instructions to the 
letter, and then went off  and had his laugh out.

An “old Concordian” in “Th oreau Gloving Mrs. Emerson’s 
Hens” in Th e Minneapolis Tribune, ca. 1890, as quoted in Walter 
Harding’s Th oreau: Man of Concord, p. 72

On a summer morning about fourteen years ago I went 
with Mr. Emerson and was introduced to Th oreau. I 
was then connected with Divinity College at Cam-
bridge, and my new acquaintance was interested to 
know what we were studying there at the time. “Well, 
the Scriptures.” “But which?” he asked, not without a 
certain quiet humor playing about his serious blue 
eye. . . . When I went to the house next morning, I 
found them all (Th oreau was then living in his father’s 
house) in a state of excitement by reason of the arrival 
of a fugitive negro from the South, who had come 
fainting to their door about daybreak and thrown him-
self on their mercy. Th oreau took me in to see the poor 
wretch, whom I found to be a man with whose face as 
that of a slave in the South I was familiar. Th e negro 
was much terrifi ed at seeing me, supposing that I was 
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one of his pursuers. Having quieted his fears by the as-
surance that I too, though in a diff erent sense, was a 
refugee from the bondage he was escaping, and at the 
same time been able to attest the negro’s genuineness, I 
sat and watched the singularly tender and lowly devo-
tion of the scholar to the slave. He must be fed, his 
swollen feet bathed, and he must think of nothing but 
rest. Again and again this coolest and calmest of men 
drew near to the trembling negro, and bade him feel at 
home, and have no fear that any power should again 
wrong him. He could not walk that day, but must 
mount guard over the fugitive, for slave-hunters were 
not extinct in those days; and so I went away aft er a 
while, much impressed by many little traits that I had 
seen as they had appeared in this emergency, and not 
much disposed to cavil at their source, whether Bible 
or Bhaghavat.

Moncure D. Conway in “Th oreau” (Fraser’s Magazine for Town 
and Country, April 1866), pp. 460–461

He was a man of rare courage, physically and intellec-
tually. In the way of the former, he arrested two young 
fellows with horse and wagon on the lonely road lead-
ing to his hermitage at Walden pond, who were en-
deavoring to entrap a young woman on her way home, 
and took them to the village; whether they were 
brought to court I do not remember, and may not have 
given an exact account of the aff air, but it is circum-
stantially correct. 

Daniel Ricketson in Daniel Ricketson and His Friends, 
pp. 252–253
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Death
As long he could possibly sit up, he insisted on his 
chair at the family-table, and said, “It would not be so-
cial to take my meals alone.”

William Ellery Channing in Th oreau: Th e Poet-Naturalist, p. 323

You ask for some particulars relating to Henry’s illness. 
I feel like saying that Henry was never aff ected, never 
reached by it. I never before saw such a manifestation 
of the power of spirit over matter. Very oft en I have 
heard him tell his visitors that he enjoyed existence as 
well as ever. He remarked to me that there was as much 
comfort in perfect disease as in perfect health, the 
mind always conforming to the condition of the body. 
Th e thought of death, he said, could not begin to trou-
ble him. His thoughts had entertained him all his life, 
and did still. 

When he had wakeful nights, he would ask me to 
arrange the furniture so as to make fantastic shadows 
on the wall, and he wished his bed was in the form of a 
shell, that he might curl up in it. He considered occu-
pation as necessary for the sick as for those in health, 
and has accomplished a vast amount of labor during 
the past few months in preparing some papers for the 
press. He did not cease to call for his manuscripts till 
the last day of his life. 

During his long illness I never heard a murmur es-
cape him, or the slightest wish expressed to remain 
with us; his perfect contentment was truly wonderful. 
None of his friends seemed to realize how very ill he 
was, so full of life and good cheer did he seem. One 
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friend, as if by way of consolation, said to him, “Well, 
Mr. Th oreau, we must all go.” Henry replied, “When I 
was a very little boy I learned that I must die, and I set 
that down, so of course I am not disappointed now. 
Death is as near to you as it is to me.” 

Th ere is very much that I should like to write you 
about my precious brother, had I time and strength. I 
wish you to know how very gentle, lovely, and submis-
sive he was in all his ways. His little study bed was 
brought down into our front parlor, when he could no 
longer walk with our assistance, and every arrange-
ment pleased him. Th e devotion of his friends was 
most rare and touching; his room was made fragrant 
by the gift  of fl owers from young and old; fruit of every 
kind which the season aff orded, and game of all sorts 
was sent him. It was really pathetic, the way in which 
the town was moved to minister to his comfort. Total 
strangers sent grateful messages, remembering the 
good he had done them. All this attention was fully 
appreciated and very gratifying to Henry; he would 
sometimes say, “I should be ashamed to stay in this 
world aft er so much had been done for me, I could 
never repay my friends.” And they so remembered him 
to the last. Only about two hours before he left  us, 
Judge Hoar called with a bouquet of hyacinths fresh 
from his garden, which Henry smelled and said he 
liked, and a few minutes aft er he was gone, another 
friend came with a dish of his favorite jelly. I can never 
be grateful enough for the gentle, easy exit which was 
granted him. At seven o’clock Tuesday morning he be-
came restless and desired to be moved; dear mother, 
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Aunt Louisa, and myself were with him; his self- 
possession did not forsake him. A little aft er eight he 
asked to be raised quite up, his breathing grew fainter 
and fainter, and without the slightest struggle, he left  us 
at nine o’clock.

Sophia Th oreau to Daniel Ricketson, May 20, 1862, as quoted 
by Daniel Ricketson in Daniel Ricketson and His Friends, 
pp. 141–143

It may interest you to hear of the last visit which I with 
Blake made at his (Th oreau’s) house a short time be-
fore he died. . . . We found him pretty low, but well 
enough to be up in his chair. He seemed glad to see us. 
Said we had not come much too soon. We spent some 
hours with him in his mother’s parlor, which over-
looks the river that runs all through his life. Th ere was 
a beautiful snowstorm going on the while which I 
fancy inspired him, and his talk was up to the best I 
ever heard from him,—the same depth of earnestness 
and the same infi nite depth of fun going on at the 
same time. 

I wish I could recall some of the things he said. I do 
remember some few answers he made to questions 
from Blake. Blake asked him how the future seemed to 
him. “Just as uninteresting as ever,” was his character-
istic answer. A little while aft er he said, “You have been 
skating on this river; perhaps I am going to skate on 
some other.” And again, “Perhaps I am going up coun-
try.” He stuck to nature to the last. 

Th eo Brown to Daniel Ricketson, January 19, 1868, as 
quoted in Daniel Ricketson’s Daniel Ricketson and His 
Friends, pp. 213–214
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Sam Staples yesterday had been to see Henry Th oreau. 
“Never spent an hour with more satisfaction. Never 
saw a man dying with so much pleasure and peace.” 
Th inks that very few men in Concord know Mr. Th o-
reau; fi nds him serene and happy. 

Sam Staples, as reported by Ralph Waldo Emerson on 
March 24, 1862, in Th e Journals of Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
vol. 9, p. 413

Some boys of the vicinity were in the habit of bringing 
game for him to eat, presenting it at the kitchen door, 
and then gently withdrawing so as not to disturb the 
sick man. On one occasion he was told of it soon aft er 
their leaving, when he earnestly inquired: “Why did 
you not invite them in? I want to thank them for so 
much that they are bringing me.” And then adding, 
thoughtfully: “Well, I declare; I don’t believe they are 
going to let me go aft er all.” 

Sophia Th oreau in 1863 as related by Calvin Greene in “Memo-
ries of Th oreau: Unpublished Anecdotes of New England’s 
Anti-Puritan Author and Naturalist” (Th e Truth Seeker, No-
vember 20, 1897), p. 144

Some Final Assessments
Why should any one wish to have a sentence of Henry 
Th oreau’s put in print?”

George Frisbie Hoar, when asked by Th omas Wentworth Hig-
ginson to intercede with Sophia Th oreau in getting some of 
Th oreau’s unpublished writings posthumously printed, as re-
ported in Th omas Wentworth Higginson’s “George Frisbie 
Hoar” (Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences, vol. 40, 1905), p. 762
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I loved to hear him talk, but I did not like his books so 
well, though I oft en read them and took what I liked. 
Th ey do not do him justice. I liked to see Th oreau 
rather in his life. . . . He loved to talk, like all his family, 
but not to gossip: he kept the talk on a high plane. He 
was cheerful and pleasant. 

Mrs. Minot Pratt as reported in Edward Emerson’s Henry Th o-
reau as Remembered by a Young Friend, p. 80

Henry Th oreau we all remember as a man of genius, 
and of marked character, known to our farmers as the 
most skilful of surveyors, and indeed better acquainted 
with their forests and meadows and trees than them-
selves, but more widely known as the writer of some of 
the best books which have been written in this country, 
and which, I am persuaded, have not yet gathered half 
their fame.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, at the opening of the Concord Free 
Public Library, 1873, in Miscellanies, p. 500

I read his books & manuscripts always with a new sur-
prise at the range of his topics & the novelty & depth of 
his thought. A man of large reading, of quick percep-
tion, of great practical courage & ability,—who grew 
greater every day, &, had his short life been prolonged 
would have found few equals to the power & wealth of 
his mind. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson to George Stewart, Jr., January 22, 1877, 
in Th e Letters of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol. 6, p. 303
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His soul was made for the noblest society; he had in a 
short life exhausted the capabilities of this world; 
wherever there is knowledge, wherever there is virtue, 
wherever there is beauty, he will fi nd a home.

Ralph Waldo Emerson in “Th oreau” (Atlantic Monthly, August 
1862), p. 249

Fig. 20. Ambrotype by Edward Sidney Dunshee taken on August 21, 1861, in 
New Bedford, Massachusetts. Photographic copy by Alfred W. Hosmer. Th e 

Lewis C. Dawes Collection at the Th oreau Institute at Walden Woods. 
Courtesy of the Walden Woods Project.
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Appendix
Misquotations and Misattributions

“In wilderness is the preservation of the world.” 
Misquotation: correct quotation, from “Walking”: 

“In Wildness is the preservation of the World.” 
Although this appeared in a few minor publications 

in the fi rst half of the twentieth century, it was Perry 
Miller’s 1957 anthology, Th e American Transcendental-
ists, Th eir Prose and Poetry, used in innumerable col-
leges and universities, that propagated the error.

“Use what talent you possess: the woods would be very 
silent if no birds sang except those that sang best.”

Misattribution: correct attribution unknown, al-
though it has also been erroneously and extensively at-
tributed to Henry Van Dyke (1852–1933). Th e fi rst 
known use was in Th e Ladies Repository: A Monthly Pe-
riodical, Devoted to Literature, Arts, and Religion (Sep-
tember 1874), without attribution.

“Friends are kind to each other’s hopes, they cherish 
each other’s dreams.” 

Misquotation: correct quotation, from the “Wed-
nesday” chapter of A Week on the Concord and Merri-
mack Rivers: “Th e Friend asks no return but that his 
Friend will religiously accept and wear and not  disgrace 
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his apotheosis of him. Th ey cherish each other’s hopes. 
Th ey are kind to each other’s dreams.”

“Go confi dently in the direction of your dreams. Live 
the life you have imagined. As you simplify your life, 
the laws of the universe will be simpler.”

Misquotation: correct quotation from Walden: “I 
learned this, at least, by my experiment; that if one ad-
vances confi dently in the direction of his dreams, and 
endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will 
meet with a success unexpected in common hours.”

“It is not enough to be busy. Th e question is: what are 
we busy about?”

Variant: “It is not enough to be busy. So are the 
ants. Th e question is: What are we busy about?” 

Misquotation: correct quotation from Th oreau’s 
letter to H.G.O. Blake, November 16, 1857: “It is not 
enough to be industrious; so are the ants. What are you 
industrious about?” 

“Many men fi sh all their lives without ever realizing 
that it is not the fi sh they are aft er.” 

Variant: “Many go fi shing all their lives without 
knowing that it is not fi sh they are aft er.”

Misquotation: the closest parallel in a non- 
Th oreau text is from E.T. Brown’s Not without Preju-
dice: Essays on Assorted Subjects (Melbourne: Cheshire, 
1955), p. 142: “When they go fi shing, it is not really fi sh 
they are aft er. It is a philosophic meditation.” Th e ac-
tual misquotation in relation to Th oreau can be attrib-
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uted to Michael Baughman’s A River Seen Right (Lyons 
Press, 1995) p. 156, in which he wrote, clearly para-
phrasing and not quoting: “I think it was in Walden 
where he wrote that a lot of men fi sh all their lives with-
out ever realizing that fi sh isn’t really what they’re aft er.” 

Baughman may have been paraphrasing from Th o-
reau’s Journal, January 26, 1853:

It is remarkable that many men will go with eagerness to 
Walden Pond in the winter to fi sh for pickerel and yet not 
seem to care for the landscape. Of course it cannot be 
merely for the pickerel they may catch; there is some ad-
venture in it; but any love of nature which they may feel is 
certainly very slight and indefi nite. Th ey call it going a-
fi shing, and so indeed it is, though perchance, their na-
tures know better. Now I go a-fi shing and a-hunting 
every day, but omit the fi sh and the game, which are 
the least important part. I have learned to do without 
them. Th ey were indispensable only as long as I was 
a boy. I am encouraged when I see a dozen villagers 
drawn to Walden Pond to spend a day in fi shing through 
the ice, and suspect that I have more fellows than I knew, 
but I am disappointed and surprised to fi nd that they lay 
so much stress on the fi sh which they catch or fail to 
catch, and on nothing else, as if there were nothing else 
to be caught.

“Most men lead lives of quiet desperation and go to the 
grave with the song still in them.”

Misquotation: the fi rst half of this quotation is a 
misquotation from Th oreau’s Walden: “Th e mass of 
men lead lives of quiet desperation.” 
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Misattribution: the second half is misattributed 
to Th oreau and may be a misremembering of Oliver 
Wendell Holmes’s (1809–1894) “Th e Voiceless”: 

Alas for those that never sing,
But die with all their music in them.

“Be true to your work, your word, and your friend.”
Misattribution: correct attribution is the poet, 

novelist, and editor John Boyle O’Reilly (1844–1890), 
although the words from his poem “Rules of the Road” 
should more correctly be quoted as: “Be true to your 
word and your work and your friend.” 

“If you would fi nd yourself, look to the land from 
which you came and to which you go.”

Misattribution: correct attribution is Stewart 
Udall, who wrote in Th e Quiet Crisis (New York: Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston, 1963), p. 190, regarding Th o-
reau: “To those who complain of the complexity of 
modern life, he might reply, ‘If you want inner peace 
fi nd it in solitude, not speed, and if you would fi nd 
yourself, look to the land from which you came and to 
which you go.’”

“Th ere is no value in life except what you choose to 
place upon it, and no happiness in any place except 
what you bring to it yourself.”

Misattribution: correct attribution is Lin Yutang 
(1895–1976) who wrote in On the Wisdom of America 
(New York: John Day, 1950) p. 446: “Th oreau once 
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thought the moon was larger over the United States 
than over the Old World, the sky bluer, the stars 
brighter, the thunder louder, the rivers longer, the 
mountains higher, the prairies vaster, and he mysti-
cally concluded that the spirit of man in America 
should be larger and more expansive ‘else why was 
America discovered?’ Th oreau was wrong, and Th o-
reau was right. Th ere is no value in life except what you 
choose to place upon it, and no happiness in any place 
except what you bring to it yourself.”

“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny 
matters compared to what lies within us.”

Misattribution: correct attribution is Henry Stan-
ley Haskins (1875–1957) from his anonymously pub-
lished Meditations in Wall Street (New York: William 
Morrow & Co., 1940), p. 131.

“You cannot dream yourself into a character; you must 
hammer and forge yourself one. Go out into life, you 
will fi nd your chance there, and only there.”

Misattribution: correct attribution is the English 
historian James Anthony Froude (1818–1894) from his 
book Th e Nemesis of Faith (1849). Th e fi rst line of this 
quotation appeared in Anna Cabot Lowell’s Seed-Grain 
for Th ought and Discussion: A Compilation (Boston: 
Ticknor and Fields, 1856), in which the quotation pre-
ceding this was by Th oreau.

“Libraries will get you through times of no money better 
than money will get you through times of no libraries.”
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Variant: “Books will get you through times of no 
money better than money will get you through times 
of no books.”

Misattribution: this misattribution is an adap-
tion from a Gilbert Shelton Fabulous Furry Freak 
Brothers cartoon (“Th e Freaks Pull a Heist!”): “Dope 
will get you through times of no money better than 
money will get you through times of no dope.” Th e “Li-
braries will get you through” version fi rst appeared in 
Th e Whole Earth Catalog (1980 edition). Th e “Books 
will get you through” version was published by the 
American Library Association in the early 1980s. 
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INDEX

Abernethy, Julius W., on pro-
nouncing the name Th oreau, 
xxxvii

abolitionism, 93–94, 426–27
abstinence, 287 
accomplishments, 5, 183, 227, 

256, 259, 260–61, 270, 306, 
385, 398, 428

actions, 33, 34, 97, 98, 126, 145, 
155, 275, 310, 312, 314, 348, 
401, 424, 427, 431 

acorns, 90, 202, 207, 295
Adam, 208, 343, 389
advice, 213, 248–52
Aeolian harp, 30
Aesthetic Papers, xlv
aging, 390
aims, 35, 288, 292, 305, 

417, 428
Alcott, Amos Bronson, xxiv, 

xxxiii, xxxix, 430–31, 454–55; 
on pronouncing the name 
Th oreau, xxxix

Alcott, Louisa May, on Th oreau, 
446

alertness, 4, 282, 389, 428
America, 67, 96, 122–23, 191, 239, 

389, 411
American Library Association, 

quotation misattributed to 
Th oreau, 470

Americans, 134, 239, 334, 389
amusement, 184, 291, 383
Anglo-Americans, 58
animal in us, 312, 390

animals, 22–31, 87, 89, 159, 160, 
231, 244, 358; eating of, 88, 
91–92. See also names of spe-
cifi c animals

anxiety, 303, 410
Apollo, xxviii, 100
appetite, 40, 90, 91, 179; for nov-

elty, 414; for solitude, 297
apples, 113, 201, 376; wild apples, 

49, 75, 318, 365
Arabian Nights’ Entertainment, 

233
architects, 316
architecture, 390–91
arrowheads, 166, 170
art, 64, 102, 158–59, 195, 201, 203, 

207, 235, 255–56, 391; of life, 
188

artlessness, 391
aspiration, 9, 18, 123, 141, 302, 

391–92
attitude, 80, 144, 171, 251, 307–15, 

430
Audubon, John James, 228
autumn leaves, 284–85, 338, 

392, 408
avarice, 50, 201
awakedness, 61, 79, 185, 363, 

392–93
awkwardness, 221 

banks, xxii, 262, 371–72, 393
Barbour, Ralph Henry, on pro-

nouncing the name Th oreau, 
xxxviii–xxxix
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Bartlett, George, 162
Bartlett, Josiah, 435
Bartlett, Samuel Ripley, 252
bathing, 287, 351, 394, 407, 414; 

of slave’s feet, xxxi
bay horse, lost, 7
Beacon Hill (Boston, Mass.), 

301
beauty, 19–22, 46, 50, 53, 54, 55, 

56, 65, 85, 108, 142, 177, 190, 
195, 208, 209, 234, 239, 246, 
279, 287, 288, 294, 303, 309, 
356, 391, 419

beavers, 23, 24, 57
Beck Stow’s Swamp, 179
beer, 394
bees, 24
berries and berrying, 7–8, 74–

75, 81, 89, 90, 116, 287, 308, 
337, 379, 398, 418, 449–50. See 
also names of specifi c berries

bilberries, 13
biography, 197, 217, 247
birch, 55, 361
birds, 26–30, 54, 56, 100, 108, 

118, 160, 219, 234, 251, 308, 
309, 363, 367, 407–8, 429, 
446, 455. See also names of 
specifi c birds

birthdays, 417
blackbirds, 190
Blake, Harrison Gray Otis, 461
blessings, 42–43, 88, 265, 272, 

350, 352
bloom, 232, 323
blue, 89, 141
blueberries, 89, 179–80, 231
bluebird, 26, 28, 130, 340, 396
bobolink, 29
bogs, 179, 230, 367

books, 21, 75, 194, 195, 200, 203, 
205–6, 210–17, 238–39, 258, 
292, 323, 398–99, 407, 409; of 
natural history, 213, 228–29; 
of science, 275, 276; text, 74

borrowing, 355, 394
Boston, 26, 47, 48, 295, 382; 

Court House, 401; Long 
Wharf, 48; Quincy 
Market, 48

Boston Tea Party, 401
Boston Times, 237
boundaries, 305, 395
bowels, 131
Boxboro (Mass.), 47
Brady, Kate, 374–75
Brahma, 266
bread, 10, 64, 88, 232, 258, 331–

32, 371–72, 381; of life, 201
Brister’s Hill (Concord), 363
brothers, 99, 108, 116
brown, 396
Brown, John, xlv–xlvi, 41, 122, 

191, 269, 431, 453
Brown, Mary Hosmer, on Th o-

reau, 444–45
Brown, Th eo, on Th oreau, 461
Buchanan, James, Jr., 58
Buddha, 266
business, 5, 13, 99, 153, 225, 227, 

303, 306, 316, 350, 379–87, 
417, 421; one’s own, 111, 305, 
313, 369

cake, 258, 331–32, 396
California, 126, 161, 424
Carlyle, Th omas, 205–6, 

250, 432
cartwheels, 424
castles in the air, 395
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catechism, 54–55
cats, 23, 319, 363; in Zanzibar, 

330
Celestial City. See Heaven
Central America, 409
chagrins, 199, 207
Chalmers, Th omas, 450
change, 28, 29, 31–34, 69, 170, 

285, 342, 345, 356, 390, 407
Channing, William Ellery, on 

Th oreau, 440, 442, 446, 459
Chanticleer, 3. See also cock
Chaos and Old Night, 230
character, 24, 34–38, 69–70, 86, 

137, 157, 221, 222, 303, 366, 
399, 423, 427; Emerson’s, 434

charity and philanthropy, 38–43, 
251, 352

Charlestown (Mass.), 382
Chaucer, Geoff rey, 229
chestnuts, 295 
chestnut trees, 49
children, 37–38, 43–46, 47, 49, 

53, 55, 78, 98, 99, 134, 161, 167, 
185, 237, 274, 278, 288, 298, 
340, 352, 360, 379, 382, 395, 
417, 453 ; slave, 296

Christians and Christianity, 94, 
134, 147, 161, 265, 267, 269, 
402, 428 ; Christianizing na-
tives, 170–71, 409

church, 102, 132, 176, 238, 269, 
272–73

churchyard. See graves and 
graveyards

circumstances, 80, 141, 307, 384, 
402, 427

circumstantial evidence, 395
cities, 47–48, 226, 255, 285. See 

also names of specifi c cities

civil disobedience, 94, 96, 100–
101, 122, 123, 124, 125–26, 147, 
428. See also government; 
higher law; politics

civilization, 24, 50–51, 88, 170, 
173, 214, 229–30, 270, 289–
90, 292, 336, 365, 418

Clark, Daniel, on pronouncing 
the name Th oreau, xxxix

cliques, 156, 175
clothing, 12, 66–67, 69, 103, 222, 

248–49, 274, 414; Sunday, 155. 
See also dress; fashion

cock, 61, 79, 100. See also 
Chanticleer

coff ee, 40, 88, 185; grounds to 
the poor, 41

color, 20, 21, 142–43, 165, 246, 
322, 345, 395–96, 415–16. See 
also specifi c colors

common sense, 5, 186, 195, 208, 
231, 256, 264, 347, 371, 
396, 431

compensation, 114, 337, 397
complaint, 122–23, 181, 203
compliments, 109, 220–21, 227–

38, 316, 397
Conantum (Concord, Mass.), 84
Concord, xxii, xxix, 47, 53–54, 

56, 100, 231, 233, 234, 244–45, 
330, 338, 352, 367, 436

Concord River, 285, 356. See 
also rivers

conformity, 176, 252–53, 
309, 397

Congress, 122–23, 236
conscience, 37–38, 94–95
conservation, 49–58
consistency, 36, 279, 346, 

398–99
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consolation, 16, 141, 171, 180, 
302–3, 310, 337

Constitution, U.S., 94, 148, 343
contact, 231
Conway, Moncure D., on Th o-

reau, xxxi–xxxii, 441, 449–
50, 456, 457–58

courage, 145–46, 331, 313, 441
cranberries, 108
creed, 155, 266, 268
crickets, 62, 133, 134, 225, 

283, 393
Croesus, 259, 292
crow, 29, 134, 363, 367

dance, 100, 298
danger, 110, 116, 138, 143, 275, 

310, 311, 410
dark and darkness, 117, 120, 155, 

169, 186, 216–17, 280, 335
day, 12, 27, 60–65, 78, 80, 90, 

108, 159, 160, 163–64, 169, 
213, 225, 234, 261, 275, 282, 
284, 285, 301, 306, 350, 351, 
353, 366, 377, 413

death, xxviii–xxix, 33, 138–39, 
180–81, 183, 185, 190–92, 237, 
259, 269, 382, 397; John 
(brother) Th oreau’s, 190, 447, 
455–56; John (father) Th o-
reau’s, 309; Th oreau’s, 192, 
459–62

debt, 99
deeds, 97, 139, 143, 169, 248–49, 

272, 307, 380, 386, 409
dejection, 3
deliberation, 76–77, 398–99
De Quincy, Th omas, 432
despair, 145, 146, 247, 307, 326, 

353, 426

detraction, 397
Devil, 42, 54, 55, 104, 121, 154, 

222, 270–71, 300; blue 
devils, 300

devotion, xxxi, 32–33, 261, 270, 
307, 444, 458; of Th oreau’s 
friends, 460

Dickens, Charles, 432
discouragement, 375
disease, 129, 146, 164, 212, 

293, 459
distance, 113, 154, 169, 177, 179, 

243, 273, 299, 302, 367
Dodge, Mary Mapes, on pro-

nouncing the name Th oreau, 
xxxix

dogma, 205
dogs, 23, 25, 45, 100, 186, 240, 

305, 418
dreams, 11, 78, 79, 110, 139–40, 

187, 189, 220, 256, 272, 305, 
319, 322, 323, 347, 359, 367, 
399–400

dress, 66–70, 375. See also cloth-
ing; fashion

drummers, 45, 132; diff erent, 156
dullness, 32, 45, 141, 195, 215, 371
Dunshee, Edward Sidney, am-

brotype of Th oreau by, 464 
fi g. 20

eagles, 64, 219, 221, 318
earnestness, 35, 60, 152, 201, 247, 

248, 306, 380–81, 392, 413
echoes, 132, 400, 408
eclipses, 405
Eden, 121
editors, 238
education, 47, 52, 53–54, 70–77, 

160–61, 269, 348, 378, 425
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Edwards, Kate L., on pronounc-
ing the name Th oreau, 
xxxviii

elections, 124–25, 426–27, 434
elephants, 162 
emergencies, 400
Emerson, Edward Waldo, 449–

50; on pronouncing the 
name Th oreau, xxxix, xl; on 
Th oreau, 449, 450–51, 454

Emerson, Lidian, 457; on Th o-
reau, 452

Emerson, Mary Moody, 432–33
Emerson, Ralph Waldo, xxiii, 

xxv–xxvi, xxviii, xxix, xliii–
xlv, 42, 295–96, 431, 433–34, 
439 fi g. 19; on Th oreau, 445–
46, 448, 463–64

encouragement, 34, 75, 202, 302, 
374–75, 402, 436

England, 334, 381, 428
Englishmen, 169, 186, 334, 381
enthusiasm, 400
epitaphs, 400, 401
essentials, 32, 346
Europe, 352, 389, 411
evil, 41, 55, 120, 144, 256–57, 

288, 418 
exaggeration, 10, 41, 181–82, 186, 

265, 381, 401
expansion, 15, 75, 139, 351
expectation, 77–80, 116, 398, 

416, 430
experience, xxxiv–xxxv, 11–12, 

40, 72, 74–75, 80–83, 87, 163–
64, 174, 175, 185, 186–87, 196, 
198, 200, 216–17, 235, 244, 
248, 263, 268, 272, 281, 283, 
286, 292, 309, 329, 344, 346, 
355, 366, 376–77, 387, 410, 422

Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers 
(cartoon), quotation misat-
tributed to Th oreau, 470

facts, 8, 154, 197, 216, 318, 347, 
389, 401, 409

Fair Haven, 134–35, 337
faith, 9, 79, 80, 82, 86, 118, 127, 

129–30, 172, 189, 248, 265–66, 
268–70, 272–73, 304–5, 387, 
413, 430

falsehoods, 44, 215, 222, 252. See 
also lies

fame, 76, 200, 342, 343, 385, 401
family of man, 402
farmers and farming, 50, 56, 83–

86, 89, 106, 155, 167, 176, 209, 
347, 284–85, 385–86, 387, 
429, 435

fashion, 65–70, 433; one’s own, 7, 
84. See also clothing; dress

fate, 83, 102, 116, 124, 169, 183, 
231, 246, 250, 258, 323, 402

Fates, 181, 365
fathers, 11, 44, 99, 176, 189, 309, 

381–82, 402–3, 420
fault, 220–21, 403
fear, 54, 96, 138, 185, 231, 272, 

309–11, 314, 342
Field, John, 40
fi elds, 352, 354, 367, 375, 411, 419
Fields, James T., on Th oreau, 

443
fi sh and fi shing, 30, 91, 158–62. 

See also names of specifi c 
fi sh

fi sh hawk. See hawks
Five Points (New York), 301
fl ail, sound of, 83
food, 40, 87–92, 103, 207, 

318, 343

Cramer.indb   481 1/27/2011   10:56:13 AM



482 INDEX

fools and foolishness, 5, 91, 101, 
126, 129–30, 205, 258, 264, 
292, 309, 315, 316, 332, 386, 
396, 397, 410, 423

Ford, Sophia, 411–12
forefathers, 174
forest, 10, 22, 24, 30, 49, 51–54, 

58, 226, 229–30, 230–31, 337, 
341, 363, 377, 403, 409. See 
also trees; woods

fox, 23, 24
France, 428
Franklin, Benjamin, 95
Franklin, John, 17
freedom, 34, 42, 75, 83, 92–107, 

223–34, 227, 259, 320, 350, 351, 
352, 389, 403, 404–5, 418, 
426–27. See also slaves and 
slavery

French, the, 169
friendship, 10, 43, 63, 90, 102, 

107–16, 163–64, 216, 219, 233, 
297, 327, 338, 373, 408, 414; 
death of, 180–81, 191, 
309, 400

frivolity, 96–97, 112, 220–21, 
264, 306

Froude, James Anthony, quota-
tion misattributed to Th o-
reau, 469

Fuller, Margaret, on Th oreau, 
448

furniture, 105, 232, 257

gardens and gardening, 13, 22, 
47, 179, 226, 230–31, 403, 405, 
414, 422

generosity, 15, 168
genius, 7–8, 39, 84, 116–19, 159, 

190, 195, 202, 237, 244, 252, 

269, 310, 322, 331, 352, 397, 
412, 432–33

gentlemen, 67, 106, 148–49, 
379, 418

George IV (king of England), 93
getting a living, 24, 40, 102, 103–

4, 183, 376, 379–80, 384, 385, 
387, 410

gift s. See presents
gluttony, 87
God, 4, 10, 21, 34, 53, 54–55, 56, 

85, 97, 99, 190, 213, 230–31, 
235, 240, 257–58, 266, 267, 
269, 271–74, 291, 300, 313, 
335, 337, 362, 367, 386, 405, 
418; make peace with, 192

gods, 36, 72, 90, 101–2, 108, 132, 
155, 182, 183, 359

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von, 
199, 206

gold-fi nches, 29
good, 6, 54, 55, 56, 98, 107, 119–

21, 149–50, 157, 239, 268, 274, 
275, 368, 392, 404

Goode, Washington, protest 
against the execution of, 92 
fi g. 5

gossamer, 249, 311
gossip, 59, 240
government, 94, 100–101, 121–

27, 175–76, 428, 437. See also 
politics

governor, 122
graves and graveyards, 180–81, 

392, 403
Gray, Th omas, “Elegy in a 

Country Churchyard,” 78
Great Spirit, 266
greed, 201, 260
green, 259, 396

Cramer.indb   482 1/27/2011   10:56:13 AM



INDEX 483

Greene, Calvin, on pronouncing 
the name Th oreau, xxxvii

Greenland, 165
Green Mountain boys, 102
gregariousness, 60

happiness, 13, 25, 44, 89, 264, 
298–99, 311–13, 418

Hare, 266
Harte, Bret, 454
Harvard College, xxii–xxv, xliii, 

53, 71 fi g. 4, 73, 348 
Haskins, David Green, on Th o-

reau, 444
Haskins, Henry Stanley, quota-

tion misattributed to Th o-
reau, 469

hasty pudding, 87
hats, 67, 68, 251, 375; Kossuth 

hat, 68
hawks, 29, 50, 112, 133, 323
Hawthorne, Julian, on Th oreau, 

451–52, 456–57
Hawthorne, Nathaniel, xliv, 434; 

on pronouncing the name 
Th oreau, xxxix; on Th oreau, 
441, 443, 445

health, 62, 87, 93, 116, 127–30, 
134, 139–40, 146, 183, 195, 
225–26, 227, 228–29, 234, 
280, 290, 326, 350, 390, 393, 
404–5, 418

hearing, 21, 27, 29, 30, 45, 61, 
75, 83, 131–41, 156, 190, 213, 
239, 244, 246, 270, 274, 283, 
342, 353, 359, 380–81, 400, 
407, 450

Heaven, 10, 11, 16, 42, 58, 72, 78, 
79, 104, 235, 273, 308, 309, 
341–42, 370, 379, 380, 384, 

395, 404, 410, 417; on earth, 
404–5

heavens, 45, 65, 140, 141–43, 
174, 190, 220, 308, 369, 
389, 396

Hecker, Isaac, on pronouncing 
the name Th oreau, xxxix

henhawks. See hawks
Hercules, 249
heroes and the heroic, 18, 61, 

143–46, 151, 165, 268, 272–73, 
401, 404, 421, 431

herons, 112, 223–24
Higginson, Th omas Wentworth, 

xxxii, 434
higher law, 51, 146–48, 265–66, 

291, 305, 309, 313, 407
Hindus, 97
historian, 170, 406
history, 16–17, 27, 167, 197, 217, 

255–56, 278, 284, 322, 330, 
405–6, 420

Hoar, Elizabeth, on Th oreau, 
450

Hoar, George Frisbie, on Th o-
reau, 462

Hoar, Samuel, 460
Holmes, Oliver Wendell, quota-

tion misattributed to Th o-
reau, 468

Holy Land, 352
home, 327, 329, 331–34, 428
Homer, 207, 229
hope, 27, 63, 77, 110, 255, 307, 

308, 310, 314, 338, 365
Hosmer, Edmund, quoting Th o-

reau, 192
Hosmer, Th omas, on Th oreau, 

453
hound, lost, 7
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houses, 10, 20, 40, 51, 52, 65, 84, 
105, 117, 170, 217, 225–26, 234, 
259, 264, 280, 300, 303, 306, 
311, 316, 318, 353, 361, 387–88, 
398; Th oreau’s, at Walden 
Pond, 328 fi g. 13

Howells, William Dean, on 
Th oreau, 440–41, 453

huckleberries, 52–53, 53–54, 71, 
74–75, 419

Humane Society, 159
human nature, 148–58
Humboldt, Alexander von, 

207, 276
humor, 173, 406; Th oreau’s 

humor described, 457
hunting, 13, 24, 29–30, 50, 51, 

77–78, 158–62, 174, 287; of 
the beautiful, 415–16

hurry, 16, 391, 421

ice-cream, 129
ignorance, 103, 152, 218, 265, 278, 

291, 369–70, 423–24. See also 
stupidity

Iliad (Homer), 194
illness, 127–31 
imagination, 29–30, 78, 90, 91, 

96–97, 141, 163–65, 179, 183–
84, 186–87, 190, 218, 233, 264, 
277, 305, 330, 332, 410, 411

imperfections, 37, 173
improvements, 88, 129, 201, 205, 

254, 298, 321, 406, 418, 422
Indian Ocean, 226
Indians, 29, 161, 166–73, 382, 

406, 417–18. See also savages
individuals and individuality, 

xxxvii, 33, 121–22, 126, 147, 
156, 157, 395 

inevitable, the, 206
injury, 145
innocence, 16, 102, 189, 190, 275, 

291, 376, 381, 424
insects, 54–55, 228, 271. See also 

names of specifi c insects
inspiration, 11, 51, 195, 218, 406, 

418, 420
institutions, 53–54, 173–76, 186, 

211, 227, 269, 296, 320, 368; 
charitable, 41

integrity, 407
inverting one’s head, 414
invitation, 407
Irish, xxii, xxix, 33, 38–39, 40, 

216, 263, 297, 387, 421
islands, 97, 167, 179, 315, 356

James, Henry, Sr., 434–44
Jesuits, 171
Jesus, 237, 253, 267, 269, 274
jewels and jewelry, 21, 179
Jews, 402
John Th oreau & Co., 257 

fi g. 12
joy, 12, 16, 109, 139–40, 194, 227, 

270–71, 288, 306, 309, 315, 
359, 387, 448

justness, 407

Kansas, 96, 126

labor and laborers, 84, 85, 86, 
98, 102, 103, 105, 170–71, 202, 
205, 208, 227, 248, 263, 292, 
304, 318, 377, 380, 383, 386, 
393, 415, 435

Labrador, 229, 269, 367
Lake Champlain, 226
lakes, 52, 290, 355, 357
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land, 83–84, 86, 177–80, 257–58, 
264, 315, 367, 383, 413; public, 
417–20

landscape, 19–20, 22, 50, 84–85, 
99, 109, 144, 159, 165, 177, 179, 
232, 243, 338, 345, 352, 355

language, 12, 109, 170, 202, 203, 
235, 275, 432

law, 83–84, 94, 118, 122, 124, 125, 
145, 171, 184, 185, 290, 305, 
308, 317; unjust, 124. See also 
higher law

lawyers, 126, 346
learning. See education
leaves, 72, 76, 106, 228, 235, 

241, 284, 338, 339, 360, 361, 
362, 392

Legislature, the, 56, 122
leisure, 12, 73–74, 99, 105, 172, 

180, 204, 211–12, 288, 379–80, 
381, 407–8, 417

letter writing, 408–9
libraries, 55, 208–9, 216, 409–10; 

library of nearly 900 vol-
umes, 200

lies, 222. See also falsehoods
life, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 14, 16, 26, 37, 

82, 100, 117, 140, 163, 165, 
180–89, 191, 195, 196, 210, 218, 
225–26, 248, 254, 261, 270–71, 
279, 280, 289, 291, 294, 299, 
305, 306, 307, 315, 319, 329, 
345, 365, 366, 368, 371, 380–81, 
417; misspent, 410

light, 64, 72, 117, 120, 148, 186–87, 
213, 219, 275, 280, 353

Lind, Jenny, 56
Long Wharf, 48, 226
loons, 300
loss, 7, 17, 333, 395, 401, 410

love, xxvi–xxviii, 32–33, 138, 
218–20, 271, 343, 422

lyceum, 76, 265, 347–48

magnanimity, 18, 37, 147, 218, 407
Mahometans, 402. See also 

Mussulmen
Maine, xxiv, xxxi, xliii–xlv, 

60, 268
majesty, 65, 411
Mann, Horace, xxiv, 435
Mann, Horace, Jr., 224 fi g. 11
manners, 35, 112, 221–23, 
maps, 411
marching, 6, 100, 140, 143, 145–

46, 196
margins, 12, 13, 184, 407
market, 51, 85, 418
marriage, xxvii, 411
martyrs, 436
mass of men, 148–56, 160, 

208, 411
Maxham, Benjamin D., 3 fi g. 1
maxims, 303
meadows, 10, 52, 108, 142, 167, 

179–80, 350–51, 354, 355, 357
memory, 169, 191, 221, 288, 

391, 412
Menu, 229
Merrimack River, xliv, 132, 357
mice, 25, 363
milk, 40, 90, 137, 183, 395
milkweed, 268
Milky Way, 299
minnows, 31
Minott, George, 435
miracles, 15, 31, 65, 183, 210, 218, 

278, 359, 412
misattributed quotations, 

465–70
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misery, 41, 183, 333, 412
misfortune, 412
misquotations, 465–70
missionaries, 30, 166, 171, 

239, 369
Missouri River, 229
mistakes, 103, 251, 411, 412
misunderstanding, 171, 413
mob, 123, 436
moderation, 287, 413, 432
moon, 62, 64, 65, 141–42, 155, 

169, 233, 302, 389
moonlight, 9, 64, 65, 99–100
morals and morality, 34, 47, 94, 

104, 120, 126, 149, 227, 244, 
249, 274, 425–26, 426–27

morning, 3, 11, 26, 29, 60–63, 90, 
116, 130, 175, 281, 291, 302, 
314, 322, 342, 350, 405, 415; 
morning dew, 314; morning-
red, 403

Moses, 229, 274
mothers, 11, 44, 82, 99, 274, 420
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus, 

133
Mullins, Barney, on Th oreau, 

443
Munroe, Alfred, on Th oreau, 

441, 443–44
Munroe, James, 200, 326–27
music, 6, 8, 28–29, 45, 132, 133, 

135, 136, 137–41, 156, 196, 
206–7, 309, 322, 363–64; 
music box, 190

muskrat, 168, 187
Mussulmen, 33. See also 

Mahometans
mysterious, the, 211, 268, 335, 

402, 413
mythology, 58, 194, 230, 347

names, 208, 340, 345, 395, 413, 
420, 425; the Lord’s, 267, 273

natural history, 213, 215, 228–29
naturalists, 67, 160, 206, 263, 

275, 278, 409
nature, 4, 10, 23, 29, 30, 53, 58, 

61, 64, 78, 89, 117, 127, 128, 
129, 130, 145–46, 160, 170, 
180, 191, 212, 220, 223–35, 
240, 255, 267, 270, 278, 284, 
286, 287, 289, 291, 302, 303, 
356, 361, 364, 366, 368, 391, 
398, 408

neighbors, 3, 11, 36–37, 38–39, 74, 
100–101, 111, 119, 121–22, 131–
32, 222, 247, 250, 298, 307, 
310, 320, 327, 330, 364; brute, 
22–31

new day, 413
New England, 74, 75, 151–52, 155, 

175–76, 222, 239, 340, 365, 441
new leaf, 410
news, 79, 236–37, 239–40, 295, 

317, 359
newspapers, 96, 175–76, 236–41, 

292, 294
New World, 52, 172, 215, 278
New Year, 413
New York, 36, 46, 47, 55, 175; ar-

chitecture in, 391
New York Tribune, 36
night, 62, 64, 65, 136, 142, 233, 

283, 353, 366, 368
Noah, 355
North America, 170
novelty and newness, 63, 78, 79, 

80, 142, 151, 160, 172, 197, 210, 
213, 214, 234, 278, 287, 305, 
320, 330, 335, 337, 364, 413–14

nudity, 414–15
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Oakes Smith, Elizabeth, 373
oaks, 49, 51, 107–8, 202, 207, 245; 

scarlet oak leaf, 339; shrub 
oak, 339

observation, 83, 197, 199, 241–46, 
275, 276

obstacles, 5, 126, 174, 219, 250–51, 
307, 404

Ohio, 453
Oldtown, Me., 167
opinion, 47, 95, 237, 238, 246–53, 

298
Oregon, 161
O’Reilly, John Boyle, quotation 

misattributed to Th oreau, 468
originality, 252–53, 306, 415, 432
ornithologists, 26
ornithology, 160
Orpheus, 34
Ossa, Mt., 10
owls, 27, 64

Paganini, Niccolò, 133
pagans, 155
Paradise, 121, 282, 315, 389, 

403, 405
past, the, 254, 256, 304, 405
patience, 143, 415
patriots and patriotism, 95, 

230, 389
Peabody, Elizabeth, xxiv, xlv
peace, 32, 93, 427; with God, 192 
Pelion, Mt., 10
pencils, xxiv, xxviii, xliii, 272, 

257 fi g. 12
perfection, 106, 288, 358
perturbation, 96
Philadelphia, xlv, 47
philanthropy. See charity and 

philanthropy

Phillips, Wendell, 93–94, 
247, 436

phoebes, 27
Pierce, Franklin, 434
Pierians, 133
pines, 50, 51, 162, 232, 336, 337, 

338, 341, 443
pleasures, 12, 49, 81, 264, 320, 

350–51, 373
plows and plowing, 4, 85, 86, 89, 

200–201, 205
poets and poetry, 16–17, 77, 81, 

118, 165, 188, 206–10, 221, 229, 
242, 270, 275, 341, 382, 387, 
399, 408, 409, 433, 435

politics, 121–27, 232, 383, 392. See 
also government

polls, 124
poll tax, xxxiii, xliv, 101
Pomona, 90
ponds, 93, 285, 347, 394. See also 

Walden Pond
possessions, 257–59, 262, 264; 

common, 52, 419
posterity, 146, 166, 341, 342, 

400–401, 406, 432
post offi  ce, 79, 188, 232, 301
poverty, 109, 260–63, 291–92
praise, 42, 186, 336, 378, 401, 

415, 433
Pratt, Mrs. Minot, on Th oreau, 

463
prayer, 55, 235, 265, 266, 267, 

269, 274, 275, 398, 415–16
prejudice, 93, 96, 110, 247, 

269, 416
preparation, 416–17
present, the, 189, 254–56, 271, 

304, 324, 326
presents, 417
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president, 124, 434
press, the, 236–41
principle, 33, 38, 146, 235, 240, 

261–62, 269, 431
private property. See property
profanity, 420
promise, 78, 181, 308, 352–53, 413
promised land, 6, 392, 417
property, 50, 125, 257, 258, 342; 

private, 417–20
prophets, 146, 229, 249, 310, 

347, 420
proverbs, 294
prudence, 309, 369, 371
public land, 417–20
publishers, 200
purity, 17, 61, 63, 226, 314, 355, 

362, 376, 422, 437

quarrels, 192, 308
questions, xv, 15–18, 136–37, 210, 

255, 260, 416, 426–27, 434–35
Quincy Market, 48

railroad, 33, 49, 104, 126, 127, 133, 
226, 240, 258, 332–33, 340

rain, 361–64, 366, 368
Randall, John Witt, on Th oreau, 

450
raspberries, 89
reading, xxxiv–xxxv, 210, 212, 

213, 215, 216, 228–29, 244
reason, 95, 97, 157, 225, 275, 310, 

311–12
religion and religions, 41, 88, 

175–76, 265–67, 270, 271, 274
Rena, S. E., on Th oreau, 455–56
reproduction, 422
reputation, 222, 420
responsibility, 97, 293, 421

rest, 159, 242, 421
retreat, 307
revenge, 421
Ricketson, Daniel, 69; on pro-

nouncing the name Th oreau, 
xl; sketch of Th oreau by, 66 
fi g. 3; on Th oreau, 339–40, 
447, 458 

right, 33, 93–94, 227, 251, 
426–27

Ripley, Ezra, on Th oreau, 
448–49

rivers, 57, 105–6, 134, 135, 138, 
148, 187, 287, 303, 351, 354, 355, 
357, 419

roads, 106, 153, 299, 363, 380, 
421; Old Marlborough Road, 
349 fi g. 14; public, 418

robins, 27
Rowse, Samuel Worcester, por-

trait of Th oreau by, 19 fi g. 2
rum, 20, 53, 170
Russell, E. Harlow, on Th oreau, 

442–43, 445–46

Sabbath, 266, 272–73
Sanborn, Franklin B., translat-

ing Th oreau’s Latin, 216
satisfaction, 8, 11, 161, 181, 345, 

383, 386, 387, 435
sauntering, 243, 350, 352, 380
savages, 54, 88, 132, 168, 170–71, 

173, 230–31, 291, 292–93, 366, 
428. See also Indians

saving our lives, 421
scarecrow, 274
scholars and scholarship, 70, 74, 

85, 186–87, 202–3, 212, 214
school, 37, 52, 53, 54, 72–76, 

89–90, 194, 202–3, 232, 379. 
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See also education; teachers 
and teaching 

science, 73, 207, 235, 242, 275–78, 
343–44, 370

scripture, 194, 268, 457
seasons, 9, 20, 26, 29, 127, 130, 

180, 245, 278–88, 314, 338, 
350–51, 361, 366, 407–8, 
415–16

seeds, 29, 36, 77, 85, 151–52, 160, 
189, 204, 227–28, 268, 270–71, 
320, 336, 340, 404, 424, 429

seeing, 6–7, 17, 21, 60–61, 62, 75, 
142, 206, 209, 240, 241–46, 
351, 370–71

seer, 17, 432
selfi shness, 50
serenity, 16, 19, 21, 63, 116, 128, 

178, 190, 191, 214, 225, 270–71, 
275, 279, 290, 321, 325

Sewall, Ellen, xxvi–xxviii, xliv
sex, 422–23
Shakespeare, William, Hamlet, 

194
shame, 15, 67, 79, 81, 91–92, 339, 

386, 389, 422
Shelton, Gilbert, quotation mis-

attributed to Th oreau, 470
shoestrings, 43, 386–87
shrub oak, 339
silence, 112, 115, 135–37, 252
simplicity, 37, 189, 288–93, 393
sin, 263, 272–73, 281, 304–5, 382, 

405, 423
sincerity, 18, 114, 189, 203, 221, 

343, 348, 349
sisters, 99, 108
size, 423–24
skating, 287, 461
skunks, 25

slaves and slavery, xxxi–xxxii, 
41, 92–107, 112, 151, 311, 389, 
427, 457–58

sleep, 17, 65, 79, 130, 181–82, 185, 
283, 297, 354, 371

Sleepy Hollow (Concord, 
Mass.), xlvi, 193 fi g. 9

snoring, 371
snow, 228–29, 278, 281, 288, 359, 

361–63, 367, 396
snowfl akes, 362, 424
snowshoes, 287
society, 10, 16–17, 59, 101–2, 109, 

111, 124, 127, 131–32, 157, 170–
71, 173, 175, 176, 184, 223–34, 
235, 249, 279, 293–98, 301–2, 
303, 334, 350, 365, 372

Society for the Diff usion of Use-
ful Ignorance, 369–70

Society for the Diff usion of Use-
ful Knowledge, 369–70

soldiers, 253, 321, 428
solitude, 10, 235, 291, 296–97, 

298–303, 335, 379, 407–8
soul, 28, 45, 103–4, 106, 119, 135, 

153, 253, 260, 261–62, 275, 
306, 312, 384, 406, 415

sound, 29, 45, 131–35, 219
space, 301
sparrows, 26–27, 28, 363
spirit, 7, 35, 41, 43–44, 106, 183–

84, 205, 293, 303, 350, 361, 364
spur of the moment, 424
spy glass, 29, 177, 258. See also 

telescope
squirrels, 24, 25, 81, 281
Staples, Sam, on Th oreau, 

447, 462
stars, 51, 58, 131, 141–42, 325, 354, 

360, 389, 469
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state, the, 55, 94, 102, 125–26, 
147, 149, 176, 230, 296. See 
also government

Stevenson, Robert Louis, on 
Th oreau, xxi

storms, 66, 110, 112, 242, 289–90, 
359, 361, 362–63, 364; inspec-
tor of, 12

strawberries, 75
stupidity, 253. See also ignorance
success, 12, 35, 51, 86, 94, 103, 

175, 184, 186, 202–3, 214, 293, 
301, 303–7

surface, 59, 149
suspicion, 115, 212, 405, 424–25, 

456
swamps, 13, 48, 75, 81, 179–80, 

255, 367; Beck Stow’s Swamp, 
179–80

symbols, 24, 142, 329, 351, 
389, 417

tailor, 69–70
talk, 4, 42, 58–60, 96, 113, 114, 

115, 151, 174, 307, 372–73, 
412, 420

tameness, 13, 23, 84, 134, 195, 318, 
347, 364, 366, 374–75, 391

taxes, xxxiii, xliv, 74, 101, 125–26, 
176, 258, 296, 447

tea, 40, 88, 90, 131
teachers and teaching, xxiv, 8, 

13, 49, 52, 70, 71 fi g. 4, 76, 88, 
200–201, 211–12, 213, 220–21, 
249, 271, 289, 298, 348, 395, 
408, 448–49

telegraph, 60, 151
telescope, 423. See also spy glass
temperament, 269, 400
Th erien, Alex, 32

thimbleberries, 89
Th oreau, Henry David: anec-

dotes about, 450–59; conduct 
and character of, 443–50; 
death of, 192, 459–62; de-
scribed by his contempo-
raries, 438–64; describes his 
contemporaries, 430–38; 
physical characteristics of, 
439–43; on pronouncing the 
name Th oreau, xl

Th oreau, John (brother), xxiii, 
xxv, xxvii, xxviii, 190, 444–
45, 447

Th oreau, Maria (aunt), on pro-
nouncing the name Th oreau, 
xxxvii; on Th oreau, 450

Th oreau, Sophia (sister), xxiii, 
xliii, 328 fi g. 13; on Th oreau, 
459–61, 462

thoughts and thinking, 27, 31, 
34, 36, 37, 97, 99, 112, 114, 115, 
117–18, 133, 135, 138, 154, 180–
81, 194, 195, 197, 199, 204, 264, 
300, 316–24, 330, 344–45, 
350, 409, 414

thrush, 28, 30, 64, 367
time, 3, 199, 254, 256, 284, 

325–27
Todd, Mabel Loomis, on Th o-

reau, 443
torture, 171
tracks, 7, 166, 288, 363, 367; 

beaten, 331
train bands, 100
trains. See railroad
transcendentalism, 256, 277, 

406, 425, 431
travel, 6, 106, 121, 157–58, 165, 

177, 217, 243, 244, 273, 299, 
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327–35, 345–46, 357–58, 379–
80, 392, 416, 421

trees, 44, 49, 50, 52, 55, 85, 231, 
286, 335–42, 368, 418. See also 
forest; woods; names of spe-
cifi c trees

Trench, Richard Chenevix, 365
trout in milk, 395
truth, 10, 16, 18, 101–2, 105, 114, 

125, 141, 147, 173, 189, 195, 197, 
202–3, 204, 207, 208, 212, 216, 
218, 239, 265–66, 294, 334, 
342–49, 383, 400, 409, 420

turtle-dove, lost, 7
turtles, 325, 353

Udall, Stewart, quotation misat-
tributed to Th oreau, 468

uncertainty, 229
understanding, 115, 118, 163, 277, 

281, 312, 370–71
unexplored, the, 118, 413; unex-

plored land, 425–26
United States, 122, 468–69
United States Magazine and 

Democratic Review, xliv

vacation, 74
vegetarianism, 88, 89
vigilance committee, 126
vigor, 30, 116, 183–84, 202–3, 

308, 337, 367, 368, 403
visiting, 4, 69
visitors, 40, 351, 415, 447, 449, 454
voting, 58, 125–26, 426–27

Wachusett, Mount, 294
Walden, xxxiv, 306, 328 fi g. 13
Walden Pond, xxix–xxx, xliii, 

xliv, 5, 56, 93, 132, 159, 233, 

300, 396, 447, 449, 454–55; 
Th oreau’s house at, 328 fi g. 
13; Th oreau’s survey of, 376 
fi g. 15

Walden Woods, 8, 53, 132, 190, 
196, 337, 338, 386–87

walking, 11, 12–13, 22, 62, 67, 79, 
90, 99, 108, 112, 115, 130, 135, 
136, 170, 183, 229, 241, 245, 
275, 301, 309, 323, 325, 328, 
330, 349–53, 358, 360, 361, 
377, 392, 398–99, 418

war, 95, 169, 321, 427–28
Ward, Prudence, xxvii; on Th o-

reau, 447
Washington, George, 95
Washington, Mount, 198, 419
water, 10, 33, 52, 65, 91, 112, 134, 

135, 183, 185, 187, 300, 353–58, 
361, 364, 415, 417–18, 419

water lily, 314
wealth, 99, 103, 163, 183–84, 210, 

212, 259–65, 272, 287, 334, 335; 
of Croesus, 259, 292

weather, 178, 254, 358–64, 
394, 421

Webster, Daniel, 436–37
weeds, 360, 363, 428–29
Week on the Concord and Merri-

mack Rivers, A, xxix, xliv, 
xlv, 200

Weiss, John, on Th oreau, 442
Wellington gigantea, 424
whales, 162
white man, 29, 122, 169–72, 340
Whitman, Walt, xlv, 437–38; on 

Th oreau, 451–53
Whole Earth Catalog, Th e, quo-

tation misattributed to Th o-
reau, 470
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wildness, 99, 140, 195, 223–24, 
318, 364–68, 391

Willis, Frederick L. H., on Th o-
reau, 454–55

willows, 24, 51, 301
wind, 20, 73, 100, 108–9, 133, 

141, 209, 231, 300, 324, 355, 
361, 404

wine, 89, 90, 91, 297, 343, 
345, 431

winter, 17, 28, 62, 81, 107–8, 127, 
130, 159, 169, 190, 205, 225, 
228–29, 254, 268, 279–88, 313, 
341, 380–81; of man’s discon-
tent, 127, 281

wisdom, 34, 37, 61, 93–94, 162, 
216, 218, 225, 286, 291, 292, 
298–99, 303, 308, 369–72, 
398, 426, 437

women, 36, 68, 219, 240, 372–76, 
432–33, 454, 458

woodchucks, 52, 313, 366, 455
woods, 8, 13, 26, 51, 57, 133, 190, 

218, 232, 268, 284, 288, 296, 

303, 320, 321, 335–342, 350, 
366, 367, 369, 377, 410; cut-
ting of the, 26, 49, 337. See 
also forest; trees

words, xxxiv–xxxv, 12, 59, 98, 
109, 114, 136, 197, 200, 202, 
204, 209, 210, 222, 238, 248–
249, 294, 319, 382, 420, 
425, 437

work and working, xxiii, 21, 25, 
40, 71, 85, 86, 102, 105, 152, 
157, 181, 193, 205, 208, 216, 
225, 247, 255, 263, 264, 300, 
312, 332–33, 350, 375, 376–88, 
395, 407–8, 436

works, 42, 119, 166, 205, 208–9, 
409

writing and writers, xxxiv–xxxv, 
136, 193–217, 277, 324, 332, 379

wrong, 122, 145–46, 251, 384, 
424, 426–27

Yutang, Lin, quotation misat-
tributed to Th oreau, 468
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